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Dear Friends 

We have a monthly newsletter to keep our 
congregation in touch with what is happening in 
church, in the diocese and the wider Church of 
England. 

During the first lockdown, we started to publish 
twice monthly to help people feel connected.  As 
part of this I would seek members of the 
congregation to interview on the ‘phone. Almost 
to a person, people were reluctant. The usual 
defence was “but I’m not interesting enough!”  

I generally only had about 3 questions pre-planned 
so we just chatted and within the first few minutes 
I would invariably strike gold in terms of 
interesting things about that person and their life.  

These little vignettes were extraordinarily varied 
and received the best feedback over the 
lockdowns.  

It struck me how funny it is that nearly all of us 
take for granted the tapestry of people, places, 
work, hobbies, experiences that make up our own 
history. To us it’s ordinary because we were there - 
but to others it’s extraordinary. 

To God we are all interesting in the minutest 
detail.  The Gospels tell us that “even the very 
hairs of your head are all numbered”.  

People in the articles were genuinely surprised at 
how interested others were in their lives. It often 
comes as a shock to those who may never have 
been introduced to God, to discover that He is 
just as interested in them whether they believe or 
not; whether they attend church or not; whether 
they describe themselves as “Christian” or not. It 
comes as a further shock to discover that He loves 
them, warts and all.  

All of us are interesting and loveable to God as He 
seeks a relationship with us. 

Have you noticed in your neck of the woods how 
over the last 18 months we have become 
interested in certain people to a degree we would 
never have expected before and less interested in 
the celebrities that might normally catch our 
attention? (2021 Olympians excepted of course!) It 
has been the ordinary people who have been 
doing extraordinary things, for example: delivery 

drivers: supermarket pickers: and volunteers. Life 
preserving service being given by ordinary heroes.  

As Pingdemic takes hold, our concerns are 
directed to the well-being of these “ordinary” 
people once more. Our interest has shifted. 
Perhaps our values have shifted too? Perhaps we 
value and are interested in those doing work that 
we realise we need in our complex society. Those 
we need in our difficulty and in our anguish. In 
our success and in our joy too. They are important 
to us as we are important to God. How do we 
express our gratitude to them? How do we express 
our gratitude to God? 

One of the notions that has always fascinated me 
is that of the six degrees of separation. The idea 
that we are, on average, only six, or fewer, social 
connections away from each other. It builds on 
the idea that there will be a friend of a friend who 
has a friend… You get the picture!  

When working in London, I often found myself in 
taxis chatting to drivers, frequently establishing 
what our connection was. I usually started with 
“where have you driven in from today?” The 
fastest connection I ascertained was with a taxi 
driver from Kent. In the space of about 3 minutes 
we knew that his daughter was friends with the 
daughter of the philosophy teacher I had at school 
some 35 years previously! He was utterly shocked 
at the “coincidence”. I wasn’t surprised at all but it 
made me smile. 

I think it speaks to the degree that we are 
interconnected but it is only revealed as a result of 
the interest we show in others. If we keep 
ourselves to ourselves those connections will 
never be revealed.  The Bible exhorts us to “draw 
near to God.” It is only by being interested in Him 
that we can draw near and realise that connection 
- and thereby strengthen the relationship we have 
with Him. 

Our Communion Service exhorts us to “draw near 
with faith”. Try drawing near to God by being 
interested in Him this month.  

God bless  

Lesley 

stleonardsnews@btinternet.com.  

Minister’s Letter: Lesley, from St Leonard’s Church, writes  
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The Loddon Valley Link is compiled and edited entirely by volunteers who live in the local community and take 
part in its activities. It is normally hand distributed by volunteer neighbours to over 2,000 houses across the 
parishes of Sherfield on Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Turgis. It is 
available online at loddonvalleylink.org.uk. We return any profits to the community in the form of grants, which 
amounted to nearly £4,000 last year. 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link aims to provide accurate information but the Management Committee cannot accept any liability in 
respect of errors or omissions. Any opinions expressed in articles are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Loddon Valley 
Link Management Committee. The Committee cannot be held responsible for the reliability or quality of any goods, work or services in this 
publication or on our website. The Editor's decision as to the inclusion and content of articles is final. If inaccurate, misleading or otherwise 
inappropriate information is brought to our attention, we will make every reasonable effort to correct or remove it as soon as possible.  

Welcome to the September edition of the Loddon 
Valley Link. You may have noticed a new name 
on the editorial team, Alan Seabrooke.  I have 
lived in Sherfield on Loddon for 4 years now, and 
have recently retired after a long career in 
Engineering and Health & Safety.  I will be 
sharing the editorial role with Jane following 
Simon’s resignation, and I look forward to getting 
involved with the communities and with the 
Loddon Link. 

This month’s cover photo is the beautifully 
restored phone box at Church End.  See the 
article on p28. 

It is great to see the more events restarting after 
the lockdown.  We have some important 
upcoming events you can read about in this 
edition.  The ‘Sherfield Together Again’ event will 
take place on Saturday 4th September, and on the 
same day, will be the ‘Picnic in the Park’ on 
Sherfield Green.  

We are delighted to present the 2021 Cover Photo 
competition results on pages 22 & 23.  The entries 
were of such a high standard that the judging 
panel had to deliberate long and hard before 
deciding the winner, who is Chris Horton.  A 
special mention to Ethan our youngest entrant, 
age 7 who came second, and Mike Ralph took 3rd. 

I’m looking for your views on the Puzzle Pages.  
We added an extra page of extra puzzles during 
lockdown, and this month there is a ‘codeword’ 
puzzle, instead of the quick crossword. Let me 
know what puzzles you like, and whether you 
want to keep the second page of puzzles or go 
back to just one. 

Keep your articles and photos coming. Remember 
you can support the Loddon Valley Link at 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/loddonvalleylink/. 

As ever, let us have your feedback 
on the magazine by contacting:: 
editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk.   
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Sunday 5th September  Trinity 14 

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House 

11.00am Songs of Praise - Tadley Brass Online/St Leonard’s  

10.30am Matins St James Bramley 

6.30pm Evensong / Holy Communion St Mary’s Hartley Wespall  

Sunday 12th Sept  Trinity 15 

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House 

10.00am Morning Worship Online/St Leonard’s 

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

Sunday 19th Sept  Trinity 16 

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House 

10.00am Holy Communion Online/St Leonard’s 

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall  

Sunday 26th Sept  Trinity 17 

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House 

10.00am Together in Worship Online/St Leonard’s 

10.30am Harvest Thanksgiving St James Bramley 

Sunday 3rd October  Trinity 18 

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House 

10.00am Holy Communion - Harvest Online/St Leonard’s 

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye 

10.30am Matins St James Bramley 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

 

Services September 2021 

Online services -  All are very welcome to join the Online services,  For all services except Bramley 
please contact Karen West for details - revkarenw24@gmail.com  For Bramley services please contact 
Steve Day on 07341 5532732 or at Crosshousebramley@gmail.com 

IMPORTANT - Please still register in advance for In Church services.  Restrictions will still be 
followed - social distancing, hand sanitising and the wearing of a face mask. To register please contact:  
St Leonard’s stleonardsnews@btinternet.com. Hartley Wespall please contact Pip Iles - 
pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk.  Bramley services please contact Steve Day - Crosshousebramley@gmail.com 

Page 5 

 

Catholic Services 
St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke. 

Public Worship Suspended 
Please call 01256 465214  

www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk 

Live-streamed Sunday Masses 9am, 11am  

Baptist Chapel Services  
 Breach Lane Chapel, Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416 

September 2021 

HISTORY - In time for our centenary in February 2024, we have a project to record the history of the 
chapel from the original opening in 1831 through to 1980 when the chapel re-opened in its current 
guise. Any information would be welcomed.  

Also - Parents & Toddlers group on Friday mornings organised by local mums  

  Parish Registers 
WEDDINGS 

 Toni Grace Georgina Riddock  24th July 2021   Hartley Wespall 

  & Christopher Brian Mott  
 

 Jennifer Mary Butler &   7th August 2021  Stratfield Saye 

  Peter Gerald Franks 

  

Sunday 5th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

Thursday 9th 7pm Bible Study via ZOOM 

Sunday 12th 10.15am Prayer Meeting 

  10.30am Family Worship led by Graham Locke 

Sunday 19th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen incl Holy  Communion 

Thursday 23rd 7pm Bible Study via ZOOM 

Sunday 26th 10.15am Prayer Meeting 

  10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Every Tuesday 10am 
Open Morning at the Chapel – & there will be a book sale 
outside the chapel (weather permitting) 

Every Tuesday 11.30am Mid-week Service at the Chapel 

http://www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk
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MacMillan at the Coffee Shop - 24th September 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year churches are asked to consider holding a service to mark 

the UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow 9—19 Nov. 

You are invited to join us on  Sunday 3rd October 10.00 A.M. 

As we raise our voices in prayer and worship 

To celebrate HARVEST 

And consider how we play our part in  

CARING FOR  GOD’S CREATION 

** Harvest gifts will go to The Foodbank **  

Last year Chris’s coffee morning moved from 
Poplar Close to the Coffee Shop and was co-hosted 
with Suzy Nixon. We raised £1,048.60.    

Covid is still with us, as well as the need for 
Macmillan Cancer Support and therefore The 
Coffee Shop will, again, be taking part in the 
World’s Biggest Coffee Morning on Friday 
September 24th from 10 am till 12 midday. If you 
could go along that would be fantastic.  If you aren’t 
able to attend, please see the fundraising page at: 
https://thyg.uk/BUU004628783    

As in previous years I will be looking for raffle 
prizes and cakes to be donated for sale.    Either take your cake along on the morning of Friday 
September 24 or contact me to arrange collection: 01256 882426.    

Thank you 

Chris Horton 
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‘Songs of Praise’ with Tadley Concert 

Brass 
 

Come along on Sunday Sept 5th at 11am  
 

At St Leonard’s Church—outside in the 
churchyard  

(socially distanced and masks will be optional) 

 
A chance to sing again!  Everyone is welcome! 

 
Please bring your own deckchairs and a picnic if the weather is fine 

Refreshments will be provided 

“Songs of  Praise” at St Leonards 

https://thyg.uk/BUU004628783
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Psalm 139 verses 1- 18 

You have searched me, LORD, and you know me.  

You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my 

thoughts from afar.  

You discern my going out and my lying down; you are 

familiar with all my ways.  

Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it 

completely.  

You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your 

hand upon me.  

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for 

me to attain.  

Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee 

from your presence?  

If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my 

bed in the depths, you are there.  

If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far 

side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, 

your right hand will hold me fast.  

If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light 

become night around me,” even the darkness will not 

be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for 

darkness is as light to you.  

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together 

in my mother’s womb.  

I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully 

made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.  

My frame was not hidden from you when I was made 

in the secret place, when I was woven together in the 

depths of the earth. 

Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days 

ordained for me were written in your book before one 

of them came to be.  

How precious to me are your thoughts, God! How vast 

is the sum of them! 

Were I to count them, they would outnumber the 

grains of sand - when I awake, I am still with you.  

Heavenly Father, thank you for the interest that you show in us, 

for the knowledge you have of us, for the love and relationship you 

offer us. Thank you too for the blessing you bestow on us through 

the work and generosity of others labours. We give thanks for 

them and ask that they, and we, might know your love and enjoy 

a relationship with you. 

We lift before you all who serve our society whether they be 

volunteers or in paid jobs. We ask that you bless their work and 

their lives and inspire us to bless them with our gratitude. 

We lift before you all those we know and love who have 

experienced loss and ask that you heal their grief as you walk 

closely with them. Help us know how best to support them. 

We lift before you those nations struggling against fire, flood, 

drought, famine, disease and violence. We ask that you inspire us 

to play our part in contributing to easing their suffering and ask 

that you will bless us and them in these endeavours. 

We lift before you our Queen, her family, our Parliamentarians 

and local government Councillors, that you might imbue all with 

wisdom and compassion as they govern. 

I lift before you myself, that you might open 

my heart, turn my eyes toward you and draw 

near to me as I draw near to you. 

 

We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus 

Christ.  Amen. 

Prayer Page 

Local Support 

Area Lead Volunteer/Co-ordinator Services Offered  

Bramley 
Beckie Bethall 07427 434042 / 
d.bethell@virgin.net 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Welfare Checks 

Clift Meadow Pavilion 

Sherfield on Loddon 
Jan Holden 07780 661606 
jan.holden@btconnect.com 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Telephone 
Befriending 

Sherfield on Loddon 
Support 

Sherfield Park 
Dawn Wright (01256 959150)  
dawn@inhouse-catering-solutions.com 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Food Parcels 

n/a 

Stratfield Saye 
Mandy Atkinson 01189814538 
admin@tadleycommunitycentre.org.uk 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Food Parcels 

Tadley Community 
Centre 
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Preparing your Finances for Retirement  
 
When you retire you will need money to support 
you and to give you a decent standard of living.  
 
When you get near to your retirement date you'll 
need to start getting ready to make sure your 
income is all in place in time. 
 
Checklist of things to do when you near 
retirement 
It's a good idea to start planning when you're 
nearing retirement age.  
Here's a checklist of things to do so that you'll be 
ready: 

 work out what money you will have coming 
in and think about how your spending 
might change once you are retired. 

 if you get benefits, let the benefit provider 
know when you will retire - you might have 
to claim a different benefit or the amount 
you get might change. 

 check whether you are entitled to any new 
benefits - you might be able to get benefits 
like Carer's Allowance, Housing Benefit or 
Council Tax Reduction 

 work out how much is left to pay on your 
mortgage (if you have one) - you might 
want to pay off what's left with a lump sum, 
but you should get financial advice first 

 get an estimate of your state pension - 
the GOV.UK state pension calculator can 
help you with this. 

 track down any pension providers that you 
have lost contact with - the Pension 
Tracing Service can help with this. Call 
them on 0845 6002 537 or use their online 
form to find a lost pension 

 get in touch with all your pension providers 

and let them know you are planning for 
retirement - they'll usually send you 
important information about your pension. 

 get financial advice or help from Pension 
Wise if you have a personal pension so that 
you know your options for how to take 
your pension - you might have to pay for 
financial advice. but it can save you money 
in the long term 

 consider leaving your pension pot to 
someone when you die - there’ll be tax 
implications for doing this, so you should 
talk to your pension provider or 
an independent financial adviser 
 

Get help with Pension Wise 
Pension Wise is a free and impartial service to 
help you understand what your pension options 
are.  
 
You can find out about your options 
at www.pensionwise.gov.uk 
 
If you have a problem, please contact us to see 
how we can help.  
 
Call us on 0300 3309 064  
 
Chat online: citizensadvice.org.uk/contact-us 
Website: www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk 
 
Or search on the National Citizens advice website 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk 

Basingstoke Citizens Advice Bureau 

Accessible, Reliable, and Independent  

The tea party is back! We could not have our annual thank you for our 
army of willing volunteer distributors of the magazine last year.  

This year we plan to hold it on 12th October.  

All being well it should be in the Church Room (at St Leonard’s Church).  

Loddon Valley Link Distributors Tea Party 
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The Loddon Valley Link is a church and village 
magazine that serves the community within the 
local distribution area by providing local infor-
mation, news and articles which are both informa-
tive and of general interest. The committee annu-
ally offers a limited number of grants to organisa-
tions that are, but not limited to, those involved 
with youth groups, sports or senior citizens.  

2021 Grants 

The committee has reviewed this year’s applica-
tions and we are pleased to announce that grants 
will be awarded to the following organisations: 

 Sherfield Allotment Association - for the 
purchase of a petrol strimmer 

 Tetnight Education/Young Farmers Pro-
gramme - for their Mothers Self Help Sus-

tainable Programe– Women’s 
Enterprise (projects to generate 
income which will support their children’s 
education) 

 Tetnight Education/Young Farmers Pro-
gramme - for their Young Farmers Training 
Programme, in particular for the addition of 
fish farming to the programme  

 

We’d appreciate it if recipients could send us a 
brief report with photos about how the money has 
been used.   

Thanks to all those who applied. 

 

LVL Management Committee  

Loddon Valley Link Community Grant Scheme 

 

Lectures 

 

Inspired by Stonehenge  

Julian Richards  

Wednesday 15 September 
2021 

Stonehenge as an architectural construction, and as an 
inspiration for painters, potters and poets.  

 

 

Turner Versus Constable 

The Great British Paint - Off  

Nicola Moorby Wednesday 20 
October 2021  

Examines the differences, 
similarities, battles  shared 
triumphs of these two 
creative geniuses of the art of landscape.  

 

 

 

 

Dickens - The Man and his Life Through his Characters  

Bertie Pearce  

Wednesday 17 November 2021  

The life and places of Dickens 
through his characters - including 
orphans, starving children, misers, 
murderers and abusive school 
teachers .  

 

Study Day 

The British and Imperial India: Images, Architecture and Arts 
John Stevens Wednesday 24 
November 2021  

Looks at how the British 
viewed  themselves, and how 
their subjects viewed them, 
by exploring a range of 
images, buildings, objects 
and art forms from across 
the British Empire.  

For further details see 
 https://theartssocietybasingstoke.org.uk/.   

Arts Society Basingstoke - Upcoming Events 

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/benefits/help-if-on-a-low-income/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/benefits/help-if-on-a-low-income/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/debt-and-money/getting-financial-advice/
https://www.gov.uk/calculate-state-pension
https://www.gov.uk/find-pension-contact-details
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/debt-and-money/getting-financial-advice/
http://www.pensionwise.gov.uk/
http://www.pensionwise.gov.uk/
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/debt-and-money/getting-financial-advice/
https://www.pensionwise.gov.uk/
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcitizensadvice.org.uk%2Fcontact-us&data=02%7C01%7C%7C53ea789cc56145bf5e6008d81145fa73%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637278339667758853&sdata=qDaxlok9WOj14T%2FQu53joqwHHZIS0VqqjoFA
http://www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk
https://theartssocietybasingstoke.org.uk/
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Sherfield 
Village Hall  

‘At the heart of our community 
for over 100 years’ 

‘Welcome’ to more clubs and groups in September 
We are delighted to see so many groups returning this 

month.  We’ll also welcome new activities and see the 

return of some old friends.  Visit our website for details.  

Sunday Market 19th Sept. Midday - 3pm 

August saw 31 stalls in our car park and garden.  Join us for 

artisan foods, craft gifts and Sunday Brunch at our popular 

Market Café.  Pay by card now at the café and some stalls.  

For details, see our website and 
Front & Rear Car Park Notice Boards 

Weekly activities 

Tot Cross Buns -cooking parent/tots 

Lunch Club for older people 

Hatha Yoga –all welcome 

Lynsey’s Little Stars – play for toddlers 

Let’s Move – see feature 

Basing Clog Morris – why not join? 

Louise’s Art Class – see feature 

Brownies – room for more! 

Indoor Bowls Club      

Monthly activities 

Sherfield & District Gardening Club 

The Arts Society 
Bramley & Romans Floral Society 

Loddon Quilters 
Parish Council meetings 
(LVL distribution) 

If a Rainbows group, more Fitness 

groups or any other activities interest 

you, please contact 

friends@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

Let’s Move  

Tuesdays 2.30–3.30pm 
Free Seated Exercise   

Let’s Move is an exciting 
new opportunity for older 
people and anyone with 
mobility concerns to 
exercise in a safe, fun 
setting.  Seated exercises 
to music are designed to 
improve fitness, memory and wellbeing. 
Attendance and refreshments are free. 

Art Classes with Louise 

Wednesdays 2.30-4.30pm 
Starting Wednesday 8th September. 

The classes will cater for all abilities and 
experience and feature demonstrations of 
different media and techniques followed by 
time for one-to-one tuition. 

Play Basingstoke’s 
Charity Lottery 

Support the Village Hall 
https://www.bandcommunitylottery.co.uk/ 

support/sherfield-on-loddon-village-hall 

Licensed for all Civil Ceremonies  
eg. Weddings, Naming ceremonies 

Book NOW 

Shop with AmazonSmile and - 
Please choose to support Sherfield Village Hall 

Hire Sherfield Village Hall  Online booking at: www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 
Email: wendygosden@hotmail.com     Tel 07468 427684  

News 
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SHERFIELD PARK COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Reg. Charity No 1170953 

 

Please contact the Centre for more information on  

manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk or  

admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk (t) 01256 883967 

Our timetable is almost back to normal having welcomed back Abfab Yoga this 
month! We enjoyed several visits from The Waffle Wagon and Ro’s  Café On 
The Go during the Summer and hosted TetraBrazil Football Camp and Thea-
tre4Kids Summer Shows. Now it’s time to turn our planning to our Autumn 
schedule of events and activities. Watch this space for our Spooky Trail!  Don’t 
forget Picnic In The Park 4th September 12 noon - 4pm !!! 

Commencing 20th 
September come 
along & join in one 
of our coffee morn-
ings!   

 

 

THANK YOU!  

£164.40 was raised 
which was shared with 
Friends of Four Lanes 

School PTA. 

Come & join us Wednesday evenings term-time  

THE HUB:  6.30 –7.30pm Sch Yrs 3-6 

THE ZONE 7.45pm—9pm Sch Yrs 7- 

Can’t believe we won ‘Best In Show’ for the Scarecrow 
Trail.  Thank you to the ladies from our Fabric & 
Threads group and Craft Club who helped us create 
Captain Hook, Tinkerbell and Peter Pan.  It was great 
seeing everyone enjoying the trail.  Well done BDDF! 

Sat 18th SEPT- Basingstoke’s Big Band  Concert  

Sat 16th OCT - Quiz Night 

Sat 11th / 12th DEC- Christmas Weekend 

Come along to our Bump Into 
Mums, Fridays mornings 10am -
12 noon.  Meet new 
mums/parents, have a chat & 
enjoy coffee and a biscuit. 
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Home & Garden Services-Sherfield is a 
local company that specialises in providing 

value for money solutions for all of your 
home and garden improvements, 

maintenance and repairs. One off jobs - big 
or small - and regular maintenance services 
to keep your property and garden in good 

order 

Fully insured  

Best prices - All work guaranteed 

Home 
Household Repairs 
Patios  -  Painting 
Plumbing - Paving 

01256 358870 
07825 685923 

Garden 
Scarifying 
Rotovating 
Trimming 
Mowing 
Aquatics 
Maintenance 
Fencing 

Tree 
Surgery and 
Seasoned 
Logs 

www.hgs-sherfield.co.uk 
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The September meeting will be held on 21st September 2021 and the October meeting will 
be held on 12th October 2021 at the Village Hall. 
 
There will be a ‘Meet a Councillor’ session at the Cricket Pavilion at 6pm on Thursday 23rd 
September 2021 where you can meet some of the Councillors.  
 
New play equipment has been purchased for children aged 
2-5 years old. The New Early Tower should be installed in 
September. 
 
Other work on the playground has been carried out by the 
Village Green Volunteers. The cabin slide has been 
repaired, the bench was refurbished, the Zip wire seat has 
been repaired  with a new the wooden walkway replaced 
and the ball nets have been replaced. 
 
The benches on the Village Green are gradually being 
refurbished by the Village Green Volunteers; if there are 
any benches which you notice that need some TLC please 
let the Clerk know. 
 
Booking of the Tennis Courts is now available on line Sherfield Tennis Courts / Home (lta.org.uk). 
There is a link to the booking page on the Parish Council website (Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish 
Council - Recreation (sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk)) which will take you to the booking system. 
This is the only way the Tennis Courts can be booked. Once booked a confirmation email will be 
sent with the booking code. 

Karen Ross- Clerk to the Parish Council  
Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 01256 842662  

Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 

Update from Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 

23 - 25th September 2021 
7:30pm (Saturday Matinee at 2:30pm) 

www.anvilarts.org.uk 
www.BAOS.org 

Based on Kenneth Grahame’s best-selling 
children’s novel, The Wind in the Willows is a 
wild, thrill-seeking tale. 

This riotous comedy follows Mole, Rat, Badger, 
and the impulsive Mr. Toad, whose insatiable need 
for speed lands him in serious trouble. With his 
beloved home under threat from the notorious 
Chief Weasel and his gang of sinister Wild 
Wooders, Toad must attempt a daring escape 
leading to a series of misadventures and a heroic 

battle to recapture Toad Hall. Full of humour, wit, 
a gorgeous, soaring score, and heart-warming 
lessons of friendship, The Wind in the Willows is 
the perfect fit for family audiences everywhere. 

Basingstoke Amateur Operatic Society’s new production 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/SherfieldTennisCourts
https://www.sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk/Amenities/Recreation.aspx
https://www.sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk/Amenities/Recreation.aspx
http://www.anvilarts.org.uk
http://www.BAOS.org
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Visit as many churches as you can, by bike, horse or 
tractor. This is a non-religious event which is organised to 
raise money for the maintenance of our churches. 

Next 
market 

19th 
September 
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National Womens Register 

This last month we have continued looking at 
various eco projects. 

Eco Project – A new forest 

Not the New Forest, but a new forest! Last year, 
NWR nationally, donated trees to the new 
National Forest in the Midlands. A generation 
ago, much of the Midlands landscape was 
scarred by the many years of coal mining and 
heavy industry. A group of people had the idea 
of transforming this landscape into a forest – the 
first forest to be created for over a 1000 years. 
Today, over 9 million trees have been planted 
which include, Lime, Oak, Hazel, Silver Birch, 
Rowan and Wild Cherry. NWR have donated 
nearly 800 trees and this includes one from 
Sherfield as well as a few from individual 
members. We chose a Lime because of its 
longevity (many live to around 400 years) and 
also it attracts bees to its lovely fragrant flowers. 
The forest is recognised as one of the most 
ambitious and imaginative projects in the UK. It 
covers 200 square miles and spans parts of 
Derbyshire, Leicestershire and Staffordshire. It 
aims to link the two ancient forests of 
Charnwood and Needwood and is led by a 
charity ‘The National Forest Company’ which 
was established in 1995. 

 

Eco Project – Restoring Peat Bogs 

Other eco projects in the UK include restoring 
eroded peat bogs. In the Peak District National 
Park, the highest peak, Kinder Scout, is well 
known for its peat bogs. Sadly severe damage 
has been caused, partly by high visitor numbers, 
to the bogs. These peat bogs are important 
habitats for species such as mountain hare, 
golden plover and the common lizard. Wider 
implications have meant the release of carbon 
into the atmosphere and the increased threat of 
flooding in towns and villages downstream. The 
National Trust, with extra funding, is working to 
restore this area. Over the last five years, dams 
have been installed on the plateau to slow the 
water flow and enable the water table to rise. 
Exposed areas of peat have also been planted 
with healthy vegetation to help lock in carbon. 

Elsewhere in the UK, the 
National Trust is  orking to 
restore peat bogs in areas such 
as  Dartmoor, Abergwesyn 
Common in Wales, Malham Tarn in North 
Yorkshire, Wicken Fen in Cambridgeshire and 
more locally, Mottisfont in Hampshire where 
peat has been eroded by various causes such as 
drainage, over-grazing and poor management. 

 

Eco Project – Reducing or replacing plastic 

Reducing or replacing the use of plastic is a very 
hot topic and has been for some time. So much 
of our plastic ends up in the sea causing 
widespread pollution and killing or injuring our 
sealife. There are various things we can all do to 
achieve this goal, such as replacing tea bags with 
loose tea (many contain a thin layer of 
polypropylene plastic), buy vegetables without 
packaging (like at The Shop!), use a reusable 
coffee mug if taking away, use soap rather than 
liquid handwash in a plastic bottle, and use a 
bamboo toothbrush. Bamboo is becoming 
increasingly common in everyday life – from 
clothing to cutlery and plates, mugs etc. In parts 
of Asia it is widely used in construction, eg. 
scaffolding. It grows extremely quickly (some 
types you can almost watch it growing!), it has 
amazing strength, but is lightweight. Being a 
natural substance, it is an excellent substitute for 
plastic. Other ways of replacing plastic are, buy 
your own metal or bamboo drinking bottle, swap 
clingfilm for beeswax wraps, use hessian or 
other fabric shopping bags and avoid using 
plastic straws. All these suggestions are easily 
achievable and would make a massive difference! 

 

In September we have two meetings: the first 
will be a discussion on ‘Statues: what should 
happen to them?’   

Then later in the month we will be talking about 
the books we have been reading this year in 
relation to our theme country, Spain. 

 

Gill Fearon 
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MEETING DATES 

Sherfield Park Parish Council will meet next on 
Wednesday 8th September for the Parish Council 
Meeting – there is no meeting in August. The 
agenda and supporting items will be available on 
the Parish Council Notice Boards and website, 
no less than 5 days beforehand.  

CASUAL VACANCIES  
Please consider standing as a councillor to 
represent the views of your community - there 
are currently two casual vacancies for new 
Councillors to join Sherfield Park Parish Council. 
If this could be you, please contact the clerk by 
email to find out more – 
clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk 

SPEED INDICATOR DEVICES  
Sherfield Park Parish Council have been granted 
permission by Hampshire Highways to install a 
Speed Indicator Device (SID) at key areas around 
Sherfield Park, on a rotating basis. The 
information is key to understanding the nature of 
traffic flow, types of vehicles and obviously 
speed. The analytics can be used to compare this 
data, as the surrounding area changes with the 
integration of more new homes close by. 

REDLANDS FARM - 21/00808/OUT, 
OUTLINE APPLICATION FOR A 
FURTHER 57 NEW HOMES  
The first round of consultee comments has been 
received and as a result of these comments the 
applicants are going to be providing further 
information and revised drawings/details. These 
revisions and details are seeking to overcome the 
concerns raised by the Urban Design Officer, 
Landscape Officer and Lead Local Flood 
Authority. As such the application is still pending 
consideration awaiting the revised details ahead 
of re-consultation with relevant parties.  At the 
current time there is one objection from a 
resident as well as the objections/comments 
from each of the surrounding parish councils 
(Chineham, Sherfield Park, Old Basing and 
Lychpit and Sherfield-on-Loddon). Therefore, if 
following amendments, the applicants were able 
to overcome the objections a delegated decision 
could be taken. 

Sherfield Park Parish 
Tracy Hamer, Clerk & RFO 

July 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further details see: 

www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-
constabulary/basingstoke-rural-east/ for Bramley, 
Sherfield on Loddon, Hartley Hartley Wespall, 
Stratfield Saye, Stratfield Turgis;  

www.police.uk/pu/yourarea/hampshire-
constabulary/basingstoke-east/for Sherfield Park 

  

Crime Figures for June 2021 

Bramley, Sherfield-on-Loddon, Hartley 
Wespall, Stratfield Turgis and Stratfield 
Saye, Stratfield Turgis 

Sherfield Park 

http://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-rural-east/
http://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-rural-east/
http://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-east/
http://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-east/


Page 22 

 

Loddon Valley Link Cover Photo Competition 2021 

Our 2021 Cover photo 
competition has just been 
judged. The quality and quantity 
of the entries was lovely to see 
and meant arriving at a shortlist 
and choosing a winner very 
difficult.  

Thank you to all who entered.  

Congratulations to:  

 

Winner: Chris Horton  

2nd place, Ethan Dowson  

3rd, Mike Ralph.  

 

Ethan is worthy of a special 
mention as winner of the under 
16’s too.  

 

You can see your efforts 
featuring on a cover sometime 
soon.  

 

Other shortlisted entries can be 
seen on the opposite page 

2nd 3rd 

1st 
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Shortlisted entries for the Photo competition.   

All these entries impressed the judges. 
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It’s something like 
18 months since 
Messy Church last 
met - since then, 
children have 
grown, babies have 
been born and 
many families will 
have moved to and 

from our local communities, so it seems like a 
good time to remind everyone of what Messy 
Church is - and indeed, isn’t! 

So, in a nutshell, Messy Church: 

 Is a way of being church for families that 
involves having fun. 

 Helps those who come along to meet and 
learn about Jesus. 

 Happens across the world; but here locally at 
the Community Centre on Sherfield Park on 
the second Friday of each month from 4.00-
5.00p.m. 

 Typically includes a welcome, doing 
something ‘messy’ as a way to explore our 
theme for the month; a short celebration time 

involving story, prayer, song, games and 
similar; and refreshments.  

 Is a church for people at all stages of their 
faith journey and of any age, although most 
children who come are from 0 to junior school 
age. 

If that’s what Messy Church is, what isn’t it? 

 It’s not just for families - all are welcome. 
Church, including Messy Church is inclusive, 
not exclusive. 

 It’s not just for church families 

 It’s not a way of getting people to come to 
church on Sundays - although, of course, 
you’d be very welcome to join us in any of our 
churches! You’ll find details of all our services 
elsewhere in this magazine. 
 

Why not come along on October 8th and see 
for yourself? We’d love you to join us. 
 

For further information, please email 
revkarenw24@gmail.com or ‘phone The Revd 
Karen West on 07525 494025. 

Messy Church - it’s back from October 8th 

The show is going to be part of  ‘SHERFIELD 
TOGETHER AGAIN’  centred on the Village 
Hall on the 4th September.  Joining with the 
Garden Club and the Allotments, our stands will 
be on the green at the rear of the Liddle Hall. 
 
There will be displays of flowers and produce 
from all the keen village gardeners and allotment 
holders.   
 
Bring your best flowers in whatever vase or 
container suits. 

 Fruit.  Bring your select apples, pears, plums or 
anything more exotic on a plate or in a basket. 

 Vegetables.  A selection of one or more types as 
a display. 

  
For all of these we should have enough space but  
 

please keep displays to around 12 by 18 inches. 
  
There will be a competition for ‘Gardens in a 
Seed Tray’ for Under 10’s, Under 16’s and 
Adults.  Prizes will be awarded for the best and 
most imaginative entries.  There are no entry 
forms but please bring your gardens by 12 noon. 
  
Don’t forget to enter into the spirit 
of ‘SHEFFIELD TOGETHER AGAIN’ by 
making and displaying a scarecrow character in the 
front gardens from the 1st September onwards - a 
self portrait / a politician / a Euro footballer / a 
National Treasure.  You choose.  Prizes will be 
awarded for the best efforts.  No entry form is 
required. 
 

Richard Elphick 

Sherfield Flower & Produce Show 
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Restoration of our locally listed K6 Telephone Box in Church 
End is now complete.  See the cover photo as well. 

An enormous thank you to all our members and supporters, the 
Loddon Valley Link, Sherfield Village Fete and the Parish 
Council for all the fees, generous donations and greatly 
appreciated grants, which have helped make the restoration a 
reality! 

We are hugely grateful to everyone for making the restoration 
possible. Please do come and look at the lovely new paintwork 
and glazing skilfully restored by local Handyman Allan Robinson 
(who also restored the telephone boxes in Steventon and 
Dummer) with the special signature gold crowns. 

This lovely piece of British heritage is a wonderful landmark in 
Wildmoor Lane. Look inside for restoration details, the history 
of the K6 telephone box and walkers’ maps. The phone box is a 

great community focal point, a distribution point for the Loddon link and we have plans for a seed 
exchange point in the future. 

Our very best wishes to everyone from the Trustees of Church End Preservation Society 

 Please do visit the Church End Preservation Society Facebook page                                                                                                                                                                                            

Church End Preservation Society 
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After the heavy rains at the beginning of August 
and then a mini heatwave the gardens are in full 
bloom although some flowers like sweet peas are 
over.   
 
This month the dahlias are at their best.  Dead 
head every day as this will stop the plants putting 
all their energy into seed production and will 
encourage more flowers.   
 
Watch out for your hanging baskets and 
containers as they will dry out quickly.  Find time 
to sit back and enjoy the last few days of summer. 
  
Here are some jobs for the garden in September. 
  

 Clear your annuals as they go over and add 
them to the compost heap.  
 

 Sow winter flowering violas and pansies for 
a display right through the winter. 
 

 Look our for self-sown seedlings of 
calendula, honesty, sweet rocket (hesperis) 
and cerinthe and move them around where 
you have gaps for an early spring display. 
 

 Plant some wallflowers either from your 
own seedlings or buy a few from the 
nursery. 
 

 Now is a good time to start planting your 
spring bulbs – the ground is still  warm so 
the roots can establish well. 
 

 In containers plant your bulbs in layers with 
narcissus at the bottom, then tulips and 
crocus on top.  If you read the flowering 

dates and planting depths carefully you can 
have bulbs in flower from February until 
May. 
 

 Keep deadheading all your flowering plants 
and weed the borders. 
 

 Collect seed from perennials and annuals 
and store them in paper bags or envelopes 
somewhere cool and dry. 
 

 Prune climbing/rambling roses once 
they've finished flowering. Remove suckers 
from the base of roses and trees. 
 

 Start planting new perennials as well as 
trees/shrubs/climbers. 
 

 Harvest any potatoes still in the ground. 
 

 The beans will be over so cut down the 
vines but leave the roots as these are rich in 
nitrogen. 
 

 Sow spring onions, swiss chard, winter 
spinach, broad beans and winter peas. 
 

 Continue to feed tomatoes but you can also 
remove most of the leaves so that the fruits 
will ripen better. 
 

 Sow winter salads 
 

Don’t forget to plan your garden for 2022.  There 
is still time to buy bulbs and look out for special 
offers. Buy in bulk for the best price if you have 
the space. 

Richard Elphick 

September In Your Garden 

Never played a musical instrument?  But always wanted to... 

Looking to learn a new skill and meet other players? 

Why not try a ukulele beginners course.  No musical knowledge needed, 
just an instrument (prices start at £50). 

New course for beginners starting at Viables in 27 September.   

Call Viables Community Centre for more information. 

Alan Seabrooke 

Ever thought about learning Ukulele? 
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The whole production team at Loddon Valley Link is 
grateful to Simon Boase, who is retiring as an editor of 
the Link after many years of dedicated service. 
As an editor new to the team, I know how much time 
and effort is involved in getting the Link out every 
month. 
At a recent LVL Committee meeting, he was presented 
with a beautiful cut glass decanter in appreciation of all 
the work he has done. 
Simon is staying on as a member of the team, helping us 
with any IT issues. 
 

Alan Seabrooke 

Thank you for your support during and after the 

election period. I am so pleased to be able to 

write this month’s column and represent you 

over the next three years.   

Hampshire Hogs 

Destination Basingstoke have created a 

Hampshire Hogs trail, which is a special art 

sculpture trail for summer 2021. There are 17 

Hog sculptures, which have been designed and 

painted by local artists, inspired by Hampshire’s 

people, places and heritage. The Hogs will be on 

display until mid-October. After this date they 

will be auctioned off for charity. Pop to 

Chineham Shopping Centre to see our local Hog 

called Hampshire Wildlife by Teela Blacklaws.  

Electoral Roll 

You may have already been 
contacted but look out for an 
email from Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council’s 
Electoral Registration Officer 
as part of the annual electoral registration 
canvass.  

The email address is 
electoral.services@basingstoke.gov.uk with the 
subject line ‘Do Not Delete - You need to 
respond. Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council are updating the electoral register.’ 
 
You would have subscribed to this method of 
contact, and you can easily unsubscribe from the 
service and will be sent a paper form instead.  If 
you do not receive an email, you will receive a 
paper form at a later date.  

Councillor Laura Edwards   

Tel: 07999120252   

Cllr.laura.edwards@basingstoke.gov.uk   

Facebook: Laura Edwards - Chineham and 
Sherfield Park Councillor   

Borough Councillor 

Presentation to Simon Boase, retiring LVL editor 

mailto:electoral.services@basingstoke.gov.uk
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West Green Road  
Hartley Wintney  

RG27 8LP 
 

Open June (date varies) to late September for Pick 
Your Own and Picked fruit, vegetables and flowers 

including Strawberries, Tayberries, Currants, 
Gooseberries, Raspberries, New Potatoes and 
Asparagus; local Honey, Free Range Eggs and 

Homemade Jams and Ice Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, and to place orders or 

visit  www.westgreenfruits.com 
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For more information, help or queries  

Please email: friends@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

Target - £20,000 
Quick & Easy Ways to support 

 Sherfield Village Hall 
Registered Charity Number 272385 

 JustGiving - Buy virtual bricks. Leave your details. Allow us to claim Gift Aid.   

http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/ 

 Bank Transfer - Buy bricks via BACS. Bank details are at: 

http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/ 

 At the Shop - Envelope with your name, contact details and Cash or Cheque 

made out to Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Hall (in full please) 

THANK YOU 

TARGET 

£20,000  

 

18,000 

16,000 

14,000 

12,000 

10,000 

8,000 

6,000 

4,000 

2,000 

0 

http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/
http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/
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Solutions on p. 44 

Puzzle Pages 

www.sudokuoftheday.com 
 

ACROSS  
7 Article missing from collection of antiques? 
Investigation results (7)  
8 One Flemish artist or another abandoning 
Germany for Spain (3,4)  
10 Composed – a term essentially used for it? (6) 
11 Drink and drive recklessly? (8)  
12 Composer renounces his nationality, we hear, 
for her (4)  
13 Shrub is planted in the verge by westbound 
main road (10)  
14 Knock back drink with airman after opera, 
but not too much (2,3,6)  
19 Record collection containing jazz mostly is 
feature of column (10)  
22 Close companion at last given attention (4)  
23 DJ is so tense, needing to become healthier? 
(8)  
24 One has no time for Spanish food (6)  
25 Fate of a play about love making comeback 
(7)  
26 Reportedly is acquainted with person that's 
patient for plastic surgery (4,3)  
 
DOWN  
1 Important card game for Spooner is to inflict 
crippling damage (7)  
2 Be aroused by an unpleasant woman, a Swede 
(8)  
3 Associate skins up, to become unconscious (6) 
4 So a grass is mistaken for seaweed (8)  
5 Children’s author and playwright retires, 
heading for Tasmania (6)  
6 A Conservative has to demand enthusiastic 
welcome (7)  
9 Church’s really empty, holding first service of 
the festive season (11)  
15 Ordered John to be at work (2,3,3)  
16 Quiet Spanish woman hiding new engineer’s 
glasses (5-3)  
17 Inspiration encompasses depth and 
comprehensiveness (7)  
18 Become very fond of female sporting floral 
clothes (4,3)  
20 Hard gangster can cry (6)  
21 Use English Master’s tactic (6)  

Set by Alberich (Crossword 74) alberichcrosswords.com 

Cryptic Crossword 

Sudoku 
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ACCOUNTANT 
ARCHITECT 
ARTIST 
ASTRONAUT 
AUTHOR  
BAKER 
BRICKLAYER, 
BUILDER 
BUTCHER 
CARPENTER 
CHEMIST 
DENTIST 
DOCTOR 
DRIVER 
ELECTRICIAN,  
FARMER 
FIREFIGHTER 

GLAZIER 
HANDYMAN, 
JOURNALIST 
LAWYER 
MUSICIAN 
NURSE 
PHOTOGRAPHER
PILOT 
PLUMBER 
POLITICIAN 
SAILOR 
SCIENTIST 
SOLDIER 
TAILOR 
TEACHER  

Codeword 1  
www,puzzlechoice.com 

Hidden words may be horizontal, 
vertical, diagonal, forwards or 
backwards. 

Each letter A-Z is represented 
by a random number 1-26.   

Can you crack the code and 
solve the crossword?  

Every letter of the alphabet is 
used at least once.  

Three letters are already in place 
to get you started. 

Wordsearch - Occupations 

https://www.sudokuoftheday.com
alberichcrosswords.com
www,puzzlechoice.com
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In last month’s column, I explained what my work 
to ‘Build Back Better’ meant for the Loddon 
Valley in terms of our road network; how the 
national vision will improve our lives here in 
North East Hampshire. 
  
Ahead of our children and grandchildren 
returning to school, I wanted to write on what is 
surely the most important part of Our Plan for 
North East Hampshire – a great education for the 
next generation. Not only does this mean making 
sure that there are enough school places for 
everyone in the future, but making sure the 
funding and support is there for pupils today. 
  
It goes without saying now that COVID-19 has 
been a real strain on us all, not least our children 
and our schools. That’s why I welcome the news 
that our children will be benefitting from a share 
of the £1.7 billion made available for catch-up 
support like summer schools and mental health 
support – part of over £3 billion for education 
recovery. I know that this funding has given 
parents, teachers and children here in Hampshire 
and further afield help to get things back on track. 
  
Having two young children of my own, I know 
how hard it has been for parents to juggle the 
uncertainty of school life with the everyday 
stresses and strains of working in the ‘new normal’ 
world. But the fantastic grades from this year’s A-
Level and GCSE pupils – despite disruption – 
shows the huge potential they have.  
  
HM Government has already committed to 

increasing school funding by £14 billion. For us 
here in the Loddon 
Valley, in schools 
such as Bramley 
Church of England 
Primary and Robert 
May’s, this means 
every primary school 
pupil will benefit 
from at least £4,362, 
and every secondary 
school pupil is 
supported by at least 
£5,525 next year. 
  
And, looking to the future, it is important we 
build new classrooms – and even a new school. 
Schools across North East Hampshire, from 
Hook Infant and Junior Schools, to Calthorpe 
Park in Fleet have been extended in recent years. 
This is great news. But I know that there is an 
appetite for a new school in time too. Take a look 
at: ranil.uk/school for more – together, we can 
provide more school places, increase choice and 
improve standards further. 

Building back a better education system is not 
only vital for Britain and her future in the world, 
but for North East Hampshire and local families. 
  
For my latest updates, you can follow me on 
Facebook (“Ranil Jayawardena MP”) – or sign up 
to my newsletter at: ranil.uk/newsletter – and, as 
ever, if there is anything my team and I can help 
you with – send me a message: email@ranil.uk. 

Ranil Writes 

Hampshire Police Rural Times 
 

 
 
Hampshire Police have a specialist team dealing 
with rural affairs.   
 

 
They produce a regular update in ‘Rural Times’.  In the August edition, there are articles about the 
cost of rural crime in Hampshire, how to reduce poaching in rural communities, domestic abuse and 
the rural crime round up. 
 
Look for Rural Times online at: https://www.hampshire.police.uk 
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We need your help to make a child happy.  
 
Please can you fill a Shoebox a shoebox with 
goodies?  Its great fun to get involved in putting 
together a shoebox. 

 
We have been told by recipients of shoeboxes, who 
have now grown up, of the excitement with which 
they were opened and what treasured memories 
they have of that special gift 
 

Why not get your workplace, church, club, your 
school, Scout, Cubs, Brownie & Guide groups, 
your children, grandchildren or just you involved, 
start now so with your help Christmas time can be 
special for these children who don’t have a lot, and 
spread a little joy. 
 
Despite last years restrictions we were able to send 
350 boxes. Can you help send twice as many 
this year as we have in the past? 
 
Ideas below of what can you put in your box, 
things for: 
Playing - ball, skipping rope, small games, cards, 
dominoes, harmonicas/recorders, cars, small toys, 
Cuddly toy   
Washing - soap, toothbrush    
Writing - pens, pencils, sharpener, notebook, 
colouring book, puzzle book 
Wearing – hat, gloves, scarf, socks, hair 
accessories, jewellery  
Items need to be new or in good/as new 
condition.  
Please - No liquids, sharp items, guns or war 
toys 
Boxes for either Boys or Girls, ages, 1-3,  4-7,  
8-11,  12-15 
Just use elastic bands to secure your box so it can 
be checked by customs. 
Forms to attach to your box and further info 

and small print on our website and Social 
media. 
 
Remember that recipients will be opening the box 
in eager anticipation of finding it full of toys and 
useful items, possibly the first gifts they have 
received.   
 
Owing to the increase cost for Transporting 
and shipping, we are asking that each 
Shoebox has attached to it a donation £1.50 to 
cover this cost.  
 
Despite the restrictions of Covid,  Wessex Rotary, 
(Hampshire and part of Dorset) safely delivered a 
total 14,442 Christmas Shoeboxes to Romania, 
Albania, Montenegro, Moldova & Serbia. Some 
difficulties along the way meant some Shoeboxes 
did not get to their destination until early 
February, but all the Shoeboxes got to be opened 
by happy children.   
 
We will continue to support The Purple 
Community Fund, a UK registered charity in the 
Philippines, supported by Rotary, who work with 
children living on rubbish dumps of Manila, and 
we are pleased to see these children get 
shoeboxes . 
 
To make sure they don’t go astray, Rotarians 
supervise the whole process, including volunteers 
going to the countries to make sure the boxes get 
to the children. Philippines boxes go to a charity 
set up by a Rotarian that we know, so they will not 
go astray.  
 
Drop off your box at the venues below by 18th 
October 2021: 
 
Eden Mazda Basingstoke, London Road, Old 
Basing, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG24 7JD 
 
Oakley Carpets. Station Yard, Andover Road, 
Basingstoke RG23 7HA 
 
Parnell, Jordy & Harvey, Estate Agent, 5 
Winchester  Street, Overton, RG25 3HR 
More drop off sites may be published 
Check our Website and Social Media to print off 

form and for updates 

Rotary Roundup 
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www.complete-pestsolutions.com  

Email: 
parkerleslie65@aol.com 
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Puzzle Solutions  

 

 

 

 

Crossword  

Sudoku  

Codeword  

Stratfield Saye Village Hall 

 

A small, attractive and traditional hall in New 
Street, Stratfield Saye 

Ideal for children’s parties and functions 
Ample parking 

To view or hire, contact Linda on:  
(01189)332106 

St Leonard’s Church Room is 

available for hire 
The Church Room attached to St Leonard's 
is a light modern space with kitchen (Food 

Hygiene Rating 5), and toilet facilities. 
Suitable for business and community group 

meetings or parties. Large car park.   

For more information about hiring please 
contact:  

admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk   
01256 882788 
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The Chambers of Commerce help to make 
businesses become more successful, by 

providing them with networking 
opportunities, business support and advice, 

as well as a great range of products and 
services.  

The Hampshire Chamber is currently 
running a number of workshops on 

managing and developing businesses for the 
post-Covid world.  

For more information contact the Hampshire 
Chamber 01329 242420, at 

info@hampshirechamber.co.uk or by 
completing the contact form at 

www.hampshirechamber.co.uk/contact-us/ 

Contact the Basingstoke Chamber on 01329 
242420 or at 

lisa.hall@hampshirechamber.co.uk  

mailto:admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk
mailto:info@hampshirechamber.co.uk
mailto:www.hampshirechamber.co.uk/contact-us/
mailto:lisa.hall@hampshirechamber.co.uk
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Advertisers' Index 

Building and Property Services 
P. 

Access4Lofts 36 

Millbrook Building Solutions 46 

Business Services  
 

Worting House 35 

Computers  

Andmore Consulting 36 

SoL Computers 45 

Education 
 

Basing Tutors 46 

Willowdene Nursery School 9 

Funerals 
 

Ash Brook Independent Funeral Directors 41 

Haven Memorials 9 

Jonathan Williams 32 

Spencer & Peyton 9 

Garages 
 

Beech Hill Tractors & Horsebox Services 18 

SuperSpray BodyShop  18 

The Garage at Sherfield 41 

Health, Fitness and Beauty 
 

Bramley Osteopaths 29 

D & D Beauty  14 

FitMind 30 

HIPP Pilates 50 

Italdent 45 

S B Physiotherapy 25 

The Salon 24 

Tranquil Beauty Clinic 17 

Home Services 
 

A Sewell 35 

AMS Mayfair (Water Softener Specialists) 43 

Basingstoke Appliance Services 34 

Basingstoke Gas & Heating 23 

Home Services (contd.) 
P. 

Best of Flooring 34 

Bob Berry Fencing 34 

Complete Pest Solutions 43 

Dogcredibles 43 

Domiciliary Care 46 

Drain & Able 45 

Dudley's Cattery 50 

Energy Decisions  46 

Fyne Flooring 24 

GMK Decorating Services 46 

HGS Sherfield 14 

Horizon Sound and Vision 46 

J Cook Landscapes 19 

Justbrickwork 19 

Browning Pest Services Ltd. 32 

Ovenclean 35 

Roller Garage Doors 17 

Roots Landscaping 9 

Tree Scene Arboriculture - Tree Surgeon 29 

Legal and Financial Services 
 

Edmonds Accountancy 36 

Legacy Law 30 

Phillips Solicitors  51 

Wills Chandler 28 

Plumbing 
 

A W Burt 25 

Niall Catlin 32 

Pubs, Restaurants and Cafés 
 

The Coffee Shop 43 

The Four Horseshoes 16 

Shops 
 

The Shop in Sherfield on Loddon 25 

Wellington Farm Shop 16 

West Green Fruits 35 

Travel 
 

Authentic Travel 29 

Small Ads      50 
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Assistant Priest  
Revd. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
sc.cedars@greenbee.net  

Assistant Priest 
Revd. Canon Ken Batt 
01256 351592 

Assistant Priest 
Revd. John Morley 
07900 892566 
revjmorley@talktalk.net  

Assistant Curate 
Revd. Karen West 
07525 494025  
(Day off Wednesday) 

Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 230295 
lgoodall.work@gmail.com 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, Sherfield-on-
Loddon, RG27 0JB  
Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Churchwarden  Mick Cooper 07594 315508 
Treasurer: Peter Martinson 07952 873274 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453  
rosyhannah@hotmail.com 

Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye  

with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and Bramley - Church Officers 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
    

All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles 
Tel. 01256 880559 

advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
 

Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month 
Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. Requests are dealt with in order. 
Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 

Editor for the October edition - Alan Seabrooke 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 14th September 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee 

Chair and Editor: Jane Abrams  01256 881188  
jabrams2226@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 
advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Editor: Alan Seabrooke 
07799 673202 alan.seabrooke@gmail.com  

CTO: Simon Boase  
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com 

Editor: Howard Perkins  
01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 

Chiara Ziamin chiara.zamin@gmail.com 

Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 

Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
lyngiugovaz@gmail.com 

Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379  
dgdawson@sky.com 

Louise Grainger  01256 883967   
manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

 

Loddon Valley Link  
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Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments Karen Ross  842662 

Basingstoke Gazette Chris Horton 882426 

Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr Chris Tomblin 07549 637650 
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr Nick Robinson 07585 578295 

Brownies sherfieldbrownies@gmail.com 

Breach Lane Chapel Geoff Belsham 882534 

Catholic Church Fr. Chris Rutledge 465214 

Clift Surgery Patient Group TBC - 

Cricket Club (Sherfield) Steve Dummer 07775 674869 

Cricket Club (Stratfield Turgis  
and Hartley Wespall) 

  

 Captain Manoj George  07552 114188 

 Contact Martin Turvey  07785 580456 

Evergreens Jean Berntsen 882798 

Happy Faces Playgroup Viv Allway and Alison Smith 880903 

Loddon Players Peter Francis 07867 547696 

Loddon Quilters Jacky Morgan     882350 

Loddon Sports Junior Football Club Fred Berntsen 882798 

Lunch Club Helen Belsham 882534 

NWR Gill Fearon 882106 

Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 101 

Police - Sherfield Park PCSO Adam Steel 101 

Poppies Natalie Larner 880075 

Post Office Sherfield on Loddon 882210 

Rainbows Pam Luck 882687 

Sherfield Community Care Grp Basingstoke NeighbourCare 423855 

Sherfield on Loddon Fete Bruce Batting 882605 

Sherfield & District Gardening Club Dan Farrow 882680 

  Andy Morgan 882350 

Sherfield Park Community Centre Louise Grainger 883967 

Sherfield Park Parish Council Tracy Hamer 07778546477 

Sherfield & District Show Richard Elphick 07768004820 

Sherfield Village Hall     

 Caretaker/Bookings Wendy Gosden 07468 427684 

 Management Committee Ivan Gosden 07940 212441 

 Trustee   Nick Robinson 07585 578295 

Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council Karen Ross 842662 

Sherfield Village Green Volunteers John Attwood 881760 

Short Mat Bowls Norman Stanley 881021 

Stratfield Saye Parish Council Louise Webb 07771 727547 

Stratfield Saye Village Hall Linda Bishop 0118 933 2106 

Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting Sheila Campbell (Chair) 882351 

Toddler Group 0-5s TBC    

Tree Wardens John Darker 882334 

  Cllr Diana Effiong 07796 045944 

mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
mailto:lgoodall.work@gmail.com
mailto:rosyhannah@hotmail.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:alan.seabrooke@gmail.com
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:perkinsthekeep@gmail.com
mailto:chiara.zamin@gmail.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
mailto:sherfieldbrownies@gmail.com
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DRIVING INSTRUCTOR, SHERFIELD PARK Semi retired , 26 years experience, very patient, 
good with nervous pupils.  Good pass rate.  Covers Bramley, Sherfield , Chineham.  Reasonable rates. 
Contact Graham 07806469963/barney0729@icloud.com 

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced, local lady 
who cleans every corner. References. Tel 07933 316989 or e-mail mariacleaning@live.co.uk  

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, payroll, self
-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, re-wires, 
lights etc.  No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, jce.morris@outlook.com   

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden maintenance. Tel 
01256 882696 or 0784 230 3366. E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com 

HYPNOTHERAPIST APHP ACCREDITED Hypnotherapy can help with: quitting smoking; 
weight; stress/anxiety/fears/phobias; confidence; reducing depression…and more. Free 30min 
consultation. Call 07793050047 or email: noeleen.hornby@personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net; 
www.personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net 

QUALIFIED AND EXPERIENCED PRIMARY SCHOOL TUTOR available for Maths and 
English tuition. Confidence building, SAT preparation. Recent DBS. Testimonials available on 
request. Contact: Catherine 07769681100 or Catherine.britten@btinternet.com 
 
ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 wods. Anything from lost cats to small services. 
Just drop an email to:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
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For many families the summer holidays are a happy 
time, especially for children as they can spend some 
quality time with their parents. 

Unfortunately, this is not always the case as for 
many people the summer break can reveal cracks in 
a relationship that were previously papered over. 
Indeed, spending a great deal of time together 
when a marriage is already on rocky ground can 
often be the final straw as has been proved to be 
the case by many in the pandemic. 

Divorce may already be on the cards, but we often 
find parents are unwilling to start proceedings until 
the children are back at school, when couples can 
take stock as to whether the marriage is worth 
preserving. 

Sheila Parkes, who heads Haymarket Family 
Mediation, which is part of Phillips Solicitors, tends 
to see an increase in mediation enquires following 
the end of the summer months. 

“If you feel that you want to separate, then my 
advice is to use a qualified family mediator, such as 
myself, to help you resolve issues around children 
and finances on or in the lead up to a separation,” 
said Sheila, who has been a qualified family 
mediator for more than 25 years. 

“When people discover 
that family mediation is less 
expensive than being 
represented in court 
proceedings in a divorce 
case, as well as being less 
stressful and quicker than 
the court process, most 
realise it is a process worth 
considering.” 

“Over the years I have 
helped hundreds of parents 
work together to develop 
realistic and effective 
parenting plans and fair 
financial outcomes, always 
with the aim of putting the 
best interests of their 
children first.” 

If you feel that mediation is right for you or to find 
out more information, please contact Sheila by 
calling 01256 854652, 
emailing sheila.parkes@phillips-law.co.uk or by 
visiting www.phillips-law.co.uk/haymarket-family-
mediation 

Summer holiday break-ups and family mediation 

Home-Start believes that children 
need a happy and secure childhood 
and that parents play the key role in 

giving their children a good start in life to help 
them achieve their full potential.  Our 1:1 
volunteers and groups help to support the 
parent/child relationships by offering non-
judgemental support and friendship.  The unique 

relationship which 
develops between 
a volunteer and a 
parent means our 
support can be 
exactly tailored to 
the needs of each 
family we visit. 

We need volunteers to support families in the 
Community - YOU can make a difference to 
someone’s life. 

This voluntary work is unpaid but is highly 
rewarding and out of pocket expenses will be 
reimbursed.   Volunteers are required to attend a 
25 hour preparation course spread over 6 weeks 
starting: September 2021 9:30am-2:30pm  

DATES TBC 

INTERESTED?  
Contact us 

at: Rucstall 
Community Centre, 
Holbein Close 
RG21 3EX 

Tel: 01256 325793 

Email: info@homestart-nwhampshire.org.uk 

Website:  www.homestart-nwhampshire.org.uk 

BECAUSE CHILDHOOD CAN’T WAIT! 

Volunteering Opportunity 

“I just love the feeling I got on 
Xmas Day when my 
Homestart family texted me, 
knowing that I am making a 
difference to them”…. 
HSNWH Volunteer 

“I was looking forward to the 
course but it was even better 
than I’d expected.  Interesting 
views, lovely people and new 
friendships”…. HSNWH 
Volunteer 

mailto:barney0729@icloud.com
mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:jce.morris@outlook.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
mailto:noeleen.hornby@personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net
mailto:www.personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net
mailto:Catherine.britten@btinternet.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
mailto:info@homestart-nwhampshire.org.uk
http://www.homestart-nwhampshire.org.uk
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