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Dear Friends 
 
In recent months our grandson, Castiel, has been 
staying with us for longer than normal.  He is full of life 
and always wants to participate in everything.  Having 
reached 10 he is now often bored, oh how I remember 
that.  For the last while Cas has been on at me to try 
playing one of his computer games, Minecraft.  I have 
never been one for computer games and always remove 
them from my phone immediately after getting a new 
one.  However, a short while ago I decided that it 
would be the grandfatherly thing to give it a go and so I 
asked him to teach me.  He was delighted and laughed 
uproariously at my feeble attempts to 
manipulate the console with all its knobs 
and buttons.  At first it was hopeless but 
gradually I began to master (too big a 
word really for what was actually 
happening) the techniques of creative 
building in a virtual world.  I must have 
accomplished something, because Cas 
leapt up from his bed poked his head out 
of the door and shouted, “Dad, I’ve got 
Grandpa playing Minecraft and he’s doing ok.  See, you 
can teach an old dog new tricks!” 
 
Well, this old dog acquired some new skills but soon 
found where his limitations were.  Nevertheless, this 
gives me something new to spend time with Cas on.  I 
was interested in my reticence to try something 
new.  Maybe it’s a sign of age, who knows.  However, I 
do love to learn new things.  One of my past bishops 
used to tell us that he would wake every morning and 
say to himself, “I wonder what new things I will learn 
today?”  Although I was already on that path I have 
taken that ‘morning thought’ to heart and often ask 
myself the same question.  My immediate response to 
hearing a new word is to find out its meaning and 
history.  Every time I learn a new Latin name for a 
plant, insect or animal I am compelled to then find out 
the history and meaning of that particular taxonomic 
name.  It is also one of the reasons I love watching 
nature programmes and travel documentaries.  I only 
read non-fiction and reference books.  That may sound 
very boring to some but to me it is life and 
wonder.  Your inquisitiveness may take you into 
completely different realms. 
 
In short, I love learning.  This may lead some people to 
the mistaken belief that I must be some kind of expert 
in something.  To me, an expert is someone who 
knows a considerable amount about something specific, 
whereas I know a little about many things.  This doesn’t 
make me an expert, neither do I ever want to be, but it 
does make me an enthusiast.  I am very happy to be 

called an enthusiast.  The 
word and concept of 
enthusiasm derives from the 
Greek words, en theos, (meaning 
‘in God’).  I am very happy to be 
enthusiastic about God and about 
all that he has made.  It gives 
me great joy to learn and 
discover new things about the world and about 
(him).  Every day I look for something new to learn 
and every day I find plenty.  Not only can old dogs 
learn new things but they can do quite well at it as I’m 
sure lots of you, who are around and above my age, will 

know.  The more we learn, the bigger the 
world seems to get and the more awe I 
experience in relation to new discoveries. 
 
I am currently researching one of the Old 
Testament prophets, I won’t tell you who 
he is right now, and I find myself reeling 
at the new discoveries, or rather 
uncovering old truths and 
insights.  Interestingly, I have employed 

the services of an author whose book, “All That’s 
Wrong with the Bible”, seeks to deconstruct the 
narratives and “truths” we take for granted.  I am 
grateful to him for his kind help via his book because it 
helps me to analyse what I really believe and the 
process is strengthening my faith in a very powerful 
way.  Never be afraid of criticism or of anyone whose 
opinion is different than yours.  The conversation will 
help you learn and grow. 
 
In the New Testament Jesus says this.  “Therefore 
every teacher of the law (the Jewish Torah) who has 
been instructed about the Kingdom of Heaven is like 
the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom 
new treasurers as well as old.”  Matthew 13 52.  Faith in 
Jesus includes being willing to listen and engage, 
confident in what we believe and open to new 
conversations relevant to the world we live in. That is 
how Jesus was in his life and ministry and look at how 
many people were drawn to his love and light.  If we 
are closed minded, then sharing the Good News of the 
Gospel in Jesus will be very challenging.   
I pray continued health and happiness for you this 
summer. 
 
Stephen 
07943 014277 
Email vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
One recommended source of listening to the Bible 
being read by David Suchet on your phone is 
www.biblegateway.com 
Choose the New International Version UK (NIVUK)  

Minister’s Letter 

Try 
something 

new 
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The Loddon Valley Link is compiled and edited entirely by volunteers who live in the local community and take 
part in its activities. It is normally hand distributed by volunteer neighbours to over 2,000 houses across the 
parishes of Sherfield on Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Turgis. It is 
available online at loddonvalleylink.org.uk. We return any profits to the community in the form of grants, which 
amounted to nearly £3,000 last year. 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link aims to provide accurate information but the Management Committee cannot accept any liability in respect 
of errors or omissions. Any opinions expressed in articles are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Loddon Valley Link 
Management Committee. The Committee cannot be held responsible for the reliability or quality of any goods, work or services in this 
publication or on our website. The Editor's decision as to the inclusion and content of articles is final. If inaccurate, misleading or otherwise 
inappropriate information is brought to our attention, we will make every reasonable effort to correct or remove it as soon as possible.  

W elcome to the September edition of the 
Loddon Valley Link. 

The Corona Virus lockdown is tapering 
off. We’re back to full house to house distribution this 
month so big thanks to our intrepid team of 
distributors.  You can still get the magazine online. 
www.loddonvalleylink.org.uk.  

Someone mentioned there are just 17 weeks to 
Christmas. Hopefully there's a bit of summer left but I 
seem to have blinked and missed it. However our 
gardens looking good so I’ll be entering this years 
online Sherfield Show 

Sherfield and District show is going online and the 
show committee have been working hard to make it 
happen. However it won’t work without all of you 
photographing your entries and putting them in. They 
especially want to see scarecrows. The schedule is in 
our centre pages (p26). 

The Coffee Shop and Post Office are now open so 
please support the local facilities. Talking of the post 
office Sherfield’s postman, Lee is taking some time off. 
(p16)  

We’ve got contributions from our MP (p20) and 
borough councillor Elaine Still (p22).  

Last month’s VJ commemoration at the Sherfield War 
Memorial is on  p50. 

The Loddon Valley Link is giving out money again in 
the form of grants to local organisations. We look 
forward to hearing from you so we can help (p30).  

We’ve got our annual cover photo competition coming 
up too. Email your entries to the editor (p21). We’re 
planning a 2021 calendar too, more details to follow but 
keep the photos coming in and we’ll be picking 12 
monthly specific ones. 

This month’s lush cover is from Gill Fearon. 

All that and the villages are slowly getting back to 
whatever the new normal will be. The Village Hall has 
news (p12) as does Sherfield Park Community Centre 
(p13).  

Let us have your feedback on the magazine by 

contacting the editor 
at 

editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk.  

If you would like to support the Loddon Valley Link 
you can do this at: 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/loddonvalleylink/. 
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Parish Registers 
FUNERAL 

Edmund (Ted) de la Riviere, 5th August 2020 St Leonard's (at the crematorium)  

Sunday 6th Sept  Trinity 13 

8.30am Said Holy Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Holy Communion Online 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Sunday 13th Sept  Trinity 14 

8.30am Said Morning Worship St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.00am Morning Worship Online 

Sunday 20th Sept  Trinity 15 

8.30am Said  Holy Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Holy Communion  Online 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Sunday 27th Sept  Trinity 16 

8.30am Said Morning Worship St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.00am Together in Worship Online 

Sunday 4th Oct  Trinity 17 

8.30am Said  Holy Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Holy Communion       Online 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

 

Services September 2020 

Please note all services held in churches will follow government and medical advice concerning 
the Coronavirus (including cleaning, hand sanitising, face covering and social distancing). If 

you want to attend a service it is important that you tell us. Please email  

lesleymartinson@btinternet.com for St Leonard’s and pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk for St 
Mary’s Hartley Wespall. NB Mask wearing is now mandatory. Please do not attend if 
you have any symptoms. Thank you.  Despite the restrictions the services feel really good. 

If you want to join us online please let Stephen know vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com and he will 
send you an invitation. 
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Catholic Services 

St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke. 

Public Worship Suspended 

Please call 01256 465214  

www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk 

Live-streamed Sunday Masses 9am, 11am  

 
Baptist Chapel 

Breach Lane Chapel, Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416 

Services for September 

Due to the current problems with the coronavirus pandemic, the regular Sunday morning services have been 
suspended on the advice from the Baptist Union of Great Britain.  

If normal chapel events and services re-commence on Sunday July 26th, the following programme will apply For 
more details please contact Geoffrey Belsham on 01256 882534 

Hantshelp4vulnerable helps residents who are shielding 
residents. You can register for urgent support for 
essential food, household supplies and collection of 
medication. The helpline is available seven days a week, 
from 9am to 5pm, by calling 0333 370 4000.  

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/coronavirus 

www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

The NHS web site has information on symptoms, test 
and trace, and self-isolation. 
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

Use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service to check if 
you need medical help.  

Coronavirus Information 

Thursday 3rd 7pm Bible Study led by Steve Smith 

Sunday 6th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

Tuesday 8th 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel including BOOK 
SALE 

  ALL DAY Chapel open for quiet prayer 

Sunday 13th 10.30am Family Worship led by Graham Locke 

Tuesday 15th 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel including BOOK 
SALE 

  ALL DAY Chapel open for quiet prayer 

Thursday 17th 7pm Bible Study led by Steve Smith 

Sunday 20th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen including Holy Communion 

Tuesday 22nd 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel including BOOK 
SALE 

  ALL DAY Chapel open for quiet prayer 

Sunday 27th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Tuesday 29th 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel including BOOK 
SALE 

  ALL DAY Chapel open for quiet prayer 

http://www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/coronavirus
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
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Last year Rotary Wessex 
(Hampshire and east 
Dorset) distributed over 
26.000 shoeboxes full of 
goodies to delight children 
in Montenegro, Moldova, 
Albania and the Philippines 
who live in poverty. To 
make sure they don’t go 
astray Rotarians supervise 
the whole process 
including volunteers going 
to the countries to make 
sure the boxes get to the 
children. Philippines boxes 
go to a charity set up by a Rotarian that we know, so 
they will not go astray.  
We have been told by recipients of shoeboxes, who 
have now grown up, of the excitement with which 
they were opened and what treasured memories they 
have of that special gift 
It’s great fun to get involved in putting together a 
shoebox.  
 
Ideas below of what can you put in your box, 
things for: 
Playing - ball, skipping rope, small games, cards, 
dominoes, 
harmonicas/
recorders, cars, 
small toys, 
Cuddly toy   
Washing - soap, 
toothbrush    
Writing - pens, 
pencils, 
sharpener, notebook, colouring book, puzzle book 
Wearing – hat, gloves, scarf, socks, hair accessories, 
jewellery  
Items need to be new or in good/as new condition.  
Please - No liquids, sharp items, guns or war toys 
Boxes for either Boys or Girls, ages, 1-3,  4-7,  8-11,  
12-15 
Just use elastic bands to secure your box so it can be 
checked by customs 

Forms to attach to your box and further info and 
small print on our website 
and social media. 
Remember that recipients 
will be opening the box in 
eager anticipation of 
finding it full of toys and 
useful items, possibly the 
first gifts they have received.   
                                            
One girl, aged 8 was thrilled to receive the first doll of 
her own, and said: “it is the most beautiful doll I ever 

saw. I will dress her 
and take care of 
her; I never had a 
doll before.”  
A 10 year old boy 
received a baseball 
cap and wore it all 
afternoon showing 
the dispatch team 

saying “I look so cool.” 
Why not get your workplace, church, club, your 
school, Scout, Cubs, Brownie & Guide groups, your 
children, grandchildren or just you involved, start now 
so with your help Christmas time can be special for 
these children who don’t have a lot and spread a little 
joy 
Please also attach coins to the value of £1.50p to each 
box for transport cost.      
 
Drop off your box at the venues below  
by 19th October 2020 
 
Eden Mazda Basingstoke, London Road, Old Basing, 
 Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG24 7JD 
Oakley Carpets. Station Yard, Andover Road, 
 Basingstoke RG23 7HA 
Parnell, Jordy & Harvey, Estate Agent, 5 Winchester 
 Street, Overton, RG25 3HR 
More drop off sites may be published 
 

Check our Website and Social media for updates 

Can you make a child happy with a shoebox full 

of  goodies? 

Basingstoke Deane Rotary is a group of 35men & women from 
a wide variety of backgrounds. All live locally in the borough but 
some commute to work outside Basingstoke. Most joined Rotary 
to help others less fortunate, and they find Basingstoke Deane 

Rotary adds another extremely enjoyable dimension to their lives.  
If you would like to find out more about how we enjoy ourselves, 

just tune in to www.rcbd.org.uk  to see what we have coming up, 
or contact Helen or Paul  above to find out more . We think 

you’ll be pleasantly surprised. 
Facebook: @RotaryBasingstokeDeane                           

Twitter: @RBstokeDeane 

Page 7 

http://www.rcbd.org.uk/


Page 8 

 

G 
enerous God, you have filled the world with 
good things and have made us in your 
image.  You have given us love and creativity 

and the desire to know and understand the world we 
live in.  You love all that you have made and you enjoy 
our creativity.  Help us to use our gifts well for the 
common good and the relief of suffering.  Forgive us 
for the times when we misuse your gifts and when we 
act selfishly, ignoring the needs of others.  Help us to 
be signs of your love and grace in the communities in 
which we live so that all people will be drawn to the fire 
of your love.  Thank you for the example that Jesus set 
and help us as his followers to imitate him.   
 
Prayer Points for September 
 
Heavenly Father thank you for the continued easing of 
lockdown and for the ability to spend time with family 
and friends.  Help us to act with great kindness to each 
other as we follow the guidelines that keep us 
safe.  Help us also to know that no matter what 
happens to us in this life, that through faith in Jesus, we 
are safe in you forever.  Bless the rest of our summer 
and all our daily activities, and bring us through this 
difficult time.  We do pray for those who may not have 
had an easy time this summer, for those struggling with 
continued isolation, mental health issues and loss of 

loved ones.  Thank you 
for the wonderful gift 
of those who have 
shared their time and 
energy in volunteering 
to bring comfort and 
practical supplies.  We 
continue to give thanks 
for and to pray for all 
of those in our 
communities whose 
work enables our 
society to function smoothly; especially giving thanks 
for those whose jobs put them at risk in the care 
sectors. 
 
We pray for all who are suffering in body, mind and 
spirit.  We pray for their bodies, that healing and 
wholeness will come to them and we pray for all whose 
care aids this.  We pray for their minds, that you will 
give them wisdom for the days ahead, especially 
concerning their care and wellbeing.  We pray for their 
spirit, that they will know your presence with them and 
our concern and prayers for them.  For any who are 
alone and suffering, help us to see who they are.  All of 
these prayers we ask in Jesus’ name and with great 
confidence.  Amen. 

Prayers for August 

 

Area Lead Volunteer/Co-ordinator Services Offered 
Community Base or 
Organisation 

Bramley 
Beckie Bethall 07427 434042 / 
d.bethell@virgin.net 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Welfare Checks 

Clift Meadow Pavillion 

Sherfield on Loddon 
Judith Sullivan 07702 822262 
sullivan_judith@yahoo.co.uk  

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Telephone 
Befriending 

Sherfield on Loddon 
Support 

Sherfield Park 
Dawn Wright (01256 959150)  
dawn@inhouse-catering-solutions.com 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Food Parcels 

n/a 

Stratfield Saye 
Mandy Atkinson 01189814538 
admin@tadleycommunitycentre.org.uk 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Food Parcels 

Tadley Community 
Centre 

Local Volunteer Contacts 
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`At the heart of our community for over 100 years’ 

Sherfield Village Hall Matters   
 

 

 

 

 

Clubs and Activities  We are pleased to report that bookings for 2021 continue to 
come in.  However, as it may be sometime before all our regular clubs and activity groups 
are able to return, please look out for details here each month and on our website:     
www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

Calendar  

 Happy Faces Playgroup will open as usual at the start of the September term. 

 Sherfield & District Flower Show is online  For details: www.sherfieldshow.org.uk 

 Scarecrow Competition ‘Salute to our Key workers’: www.sherfieldshow.org.uk 

 Sherfield Beer Festival is cancelled, sadly. We look forward to next year!  

Sherfield Village Market is back!   

Outdoor Village Market 

Sunday 20th Sept. 10.00-13.00  

Sherfield Village Hall Car Park 

Please do come and enjoy, while observing the Government Guidelines we have in place. 

For details visit: https://sherfieldvillagemarket.org.uk/ and local social media 

Village Hall Extension - With grant funds secured, building work began 
during the last week in August.  As fundraising continues towards fitting out, we will be 
delighted to accept donations for any amount. Please contact the Hall Manager on 07468 
427 684, email her on wgosden09@gmail.com or visit our website: 
www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/fundraising  

Liddell Hall Acoustics - Research has been carried out and quotes have been 
obtained to improve the acoustics in the Liddell Hall.  A decision on when to commission 
the work will be made in the new year. 

Be Confident to Hire the village halls for your compliant group meeting or function.  
Online booking at www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk  

Tel. 07468 427684        Email: wendygosden@hotmail.com  

Reg. Charity No. 1178256 

Join us 
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Home & Garden Services-Sherfield is 
a local company that specialises in 
providing value for money solutions 

for all of your home and garden 
improvements, maintenance and 

repairs. One off jobs - big or small - 
and regular maintenance services to 

keep your property and garden in 
good order 

Fully insured  

Best prices - All work guaranteed 

Home 
Household Repairs 
Patios  -  Painting 
Plumbing - Paving 

01256 358870 
07825 685923 

Garden 
Scarifying 
Rotovating 
Trimming 
Mowing 
Aquatics 
Maintenance 
Fencing 

Tree 
Surgery 
and 
Seasoned 
Logs 

www.hgs-sherfield.co.uk 

www.tranquilbeauty.co.uk 
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W 
rite Now! 

 

September sees the 59th launch of the annual 
Basingstoke Music and Arts Festival. The three Festival 
performance and Awards weekends aren’t until March 
next year, but now is the time to start thinking about 
your entry to the Festival’s Creative Writing 
competition.  The entry deadline is Monday 14th 
December. 

At that point, entries are sorted by 
competition category – articles, letters, 
poetry, sonnets, short stories, scripts and 
‘flash’ fiction. After adding a unique ID 
number, the ‘anonymous’ adult’s and 
children’s entries are next sent to the 
competition’s two independent 
adjudicators for review and marking. 

As part of the entry fee, entrants are 
invited to attend the Creative Writing 
Awards Ceremony that next year will be 
held during the afternoon of Sunday 21st 
March in the Main Hall at Queen Mary’s 
College, Cliddesden Road, Basingstoke.  

This exciting event is when the winners are announced 
(some will be read/performed) and trophies or prizes 
handed over, together with Certificates and written 
adjudicator feedback Pictured is 2020 BMAF Year 2 
poetry prize winner Ellie Barton. Her trophy and 

certificate were presented at the school – St Marks 
CoE, Hatch Warren - as the 2020 Awards Ceremony 
had to be cancelled due to the Pandemic. 

Not everyone can be a winner like Ellie of course, but 
uniquely, every competition entrant receives adjudicator 
feedback with the remarks designed to help each writer 
optimise their writing skills. If English isn’t your first 
language there’s even a category – Poem into Poem – 

that offers the opportunity to translate a published 
or your own work into English. Registered 

assistance is also permitted to ensure the 
competition entry is accessible to all. 

For more information please visit the 
BMAF 2021 website at 
www.basingstokemusicandarts.org.uk 
(available from Mid-September). On 
the home page selecting the ‘sections’ 
page will enable you find the Creative 
Writing Section together with all of the 

other festival disciplines including 
Singing, Piano, Speech and Drama, Choirs 

and Ensembles. 

Specific questions on the BMAF Creative 
Writing competition can be addressed to BMAF 
Section Secretary Tony Corbin via email at: 
tonycorbin@kempshott.plus.com or via phone to: 
07801 166223. 

Launch of  the 2021 BMAF Creative Writing Competition 

http://www.basingstokemusicandarts.org.uk
mailto:tonycorbin@kempshott.plus.com
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Have your say on plans to stamp out 
dog fouling  
 

People are being asked to give their views on Basing-
stoke and Deane Borough Council’s plans to get 
tougher on dog owners who don’t clear up after their 
dog.  
The council is proposing to introduce a borough wide 
public spaces protection order taking a firmer stance 
on dog fouling in Basingstoke and Deane and is asking 
people to have their say.  
Evidence gained by the council demonstrates that dog 
fouling in public spaces is a problem across the bor-
ough and therefore the council it is putting forward 
plans for a borough wide Public Spaces Protection 
Order for dog fouling bringing tougher penalties.  
The draft order makes it an offence if people do not 
clear up after their dog has fouled in a public space 
and requires they carry with them an appropriate 
means to pick up their dog poo and transport it to a 
bin after their pet has fouled. If they do not comply 
they could receive an on the spot fine of £100 or be 
prosecuted at the Magistrates’ Court.  
Cabinet Member for the Environment and Enforce-
ment Cllr Hayley Eachus said: “The majority of dog 

owners act responsibly and clear up their pet’s mess 
but there are a minority that still do not and this lazy 
and selfish behaviour cannot be condoned. Dog mess 
is unsightly, it’s dirty and it’s dangerous and we have 
received feedback from residents where it has been a 
real issue for those using public open spaces.  
“We are asking for people to feed back on our pro-
posal to impose this order across the whole borough 
bringing a greater consequence to irresponsible own-
ers and giving the council greater powers to enforce.”  
People can their say online from Monday 10 August to 
Friday 18 September at  
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/PSPO-dog-fouling  

 

Hello to all of my customers in the 
village. Just a quick word to say that 
Saturday 12th September 2020 will be 
my last day for a while. Unfortunately 
I need to have some further 
treatment following on from my 
illness several years ago.  

I will be off for about 6 months, 
hoping to return in April 2021. I wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.  

All the very best.  

Your postman Lee. 

POSTMAN LEE (Sherfield on Loddon).  
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W 
ash your hands, cover your face, make 
space. 

Throughout the pandemic, HM 
Government has said the plan to reopen Britain and 
her economy is conditional – that it relies on continued 
progress against the virus. Since my last update, we 
have squeezed the lock-down brake pedal in certain 
areas to ensure the numbers aren’t rising rapidly and 
that we keep the virus under control. 

We are winning the fight over this virus and we will 
beat it. With your continued support and sacrifice and 
if each and every one of us play our part. 

School is the best place for a child’s education and 
wellbeing – now is the time they are back in the 
classroom, getting the education they deserve. 

As planned, schools, nurseries and colleges will re-open 
fully from September, with universities also opening for 
the new academic year. 

Schools across the country have received guidance on 
the protective measures that must be implemented to 
ensure the safety of students and teachers and minimise 
the risks of transmission of coronavirus. These 
measures include staggered break times, increased 
hygiene and handwashing, and children remaining in 
consistent groups.  

Since my last update, we have been able to lift more 
restrictions: 

 Non-essential retail is now open provided they 
have been made ‘COVID-secure’ 

 Pubs, restaurants, hairdressers as well as museums 

and places of worship are 
now able to reopen. 

 Holidays in England 
are allowed – with hotels 
& B&Bs opening. 

 Sports and leisure 
businesses can reopen, as well as 
close contact services such as nail salons. 

 Indoor gyms, swimming pools and sports facilities 
have reopened, ensuring millions of people can get 
back into more sport and fitness activities. 

We have updated our advice on going back to work – 
giving employers more discretion to decide how their 
staff can work safely. 

Thank you once again to everyone across North East 
Hampshire for following the guidance. I don’t pretend 
it’s been easy. Nor do I presume that we’ve been able 
to do everything that you might have wanted us to do. 
But it is because of your sacrifice and our fabulous 
community spirit that we are defeating this terrible 
virus and getting back to a sense of normality. 

Ranil Jayawardena MP,  
(01256) 702468 

(020) 7219 3637 

email@ranil.uk 

www.ranil.uk 

Official guidance continues to evolve, however the information in 
this article was correct as of 21st August 2020. 

Ranil Writes  

Loddon Valley Link Photo Competition 2020 

Thank you for all your submissions. We’ll be doing our judgely  duties 
and announce the winners next month 

Closing date for submissions: 31st August 2020 

The small print. By submitting a photo you warrant that you own the image and any copyright associated 
with it and give permission for the Loddon Valley Link to use such image for the purposes of marketing the 

Loddon Valley Link.  
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In normal times we handle it every day. Money, they 
say, makes the world go around. Others see it as the 
root of all evil. These days we are using less coinage 
but are increasingly using cards, however bank notes 
make us feel good if we have plenty in our wallet. 

Basingstoke is the headquarters of Thomas de la Rue, 
the world-famous producer of bank notes, and Probus 
Club of Basingstoke member, 
John Swain, was employed in 
that specialised printing 
industry all his working life. 

Leaving grammar school at 16 
he followed his father into the 
printing trade and undertook 
an apprenticeship of five years 
as a camera operator. On 
becoming a journeyman he 
joined security printer 
Bradbury Wilkinson in New 
Malden and as John says 
“learned about making security documents and how to 
spot and prevent forgeries.” 

Despite operating in a tightly controlled secure 
environment it was noticed that some Travellers 
cheques began to go missing. Despite stringent checks 
on employees at entry and exit of the factory it was 
only by spotting 
which member of 
staff was enjoying 
exotic holidays 
and had a new car 
they discovered 
he was simply 
using a Royal Mail 
post box in their 
reception to send 
an envelope to his 
home.  

John’s intended 
advancement to 
head up their 
photographic 
studio did not 
proceed as the company was taken over by Thomas de 
la Rue, but instead he become the general manager of 
the New Malden plant.  

“All I had to do was to reverse a deficit of £12 million 
which in five years turned into a profit of £2 million.” 

Moving to Basingstoke in 1990 to head up a new, 

large photographic and 
proofing department was a 
continuous learning curve as 
the printing of the latest 
style of notes can involve 
over fifty security features as well as three different 
printing processes with visible and invisible 

fluorescent inks and 
holographic images. Moving 
from water marked cotton-
based papers, made by their 
Overton mill, to the latest 
polymer substrate is not as new 
as one might think. Back in 
1970 Bradbury Wilkinson 
produced the Isle of Man £1 
notes on plastic but then 
discovered that the ink came 
off if a note was accidently left 
in clothes put in a washing 
machine. Eventually, after over 

two decades of research, the problem was solved, but 
by an Australian printer. 

Visiting overseas De La Rue production facilities 
became a regular occurrence for John and after one 
trip he was stopped by a Customs officer at 
Heathrow. On this occasion the standard 

documentation he 
carried failed to 
impress the officer 
and as currency 
printing plates and 
ink looked 
suspicious the 
officer demanded 
the plate box and 
ink be opened. It 
was explained that 
it contained 
specialist 
fluorescent ink 
that was also 
indelible and 
should, on no 

account be touched. Of course, the officer got ink on 
his fingers and made the situation worse by using a 
tissue to spread it over his hands.  

John smiled at this recollection. “That was a good few 
years ago, so I guess it has worn off by now.”  

Probus and the Love of  Bank Notes 

mailto:email@ranil.uk
mailto:www.ranil.uk
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CHINEHAM LIBRARY 

The Executive member for Recreation and 
Heritage, Cllr Sean Woodward, at his decision day on 
the 28th July when he agreed proposals to transform 
the Library Service to achieve savings of £1.76 million 
pounds and made the decision to 
keep Chineham Library open.   

The decisions he made has put the Library Service in a 
strong position to meet future savings that will likely be 
required as a result of significant financial 
pressures now faced by the County Council.  

Throughout the public consultation I undertook 
to represent my community on the future of the library 
service and was delighted when Cllr Woodward agreed 
to remove Chineham library  from the list of 
ten proposed for closure.  

Changes to provide ongoing support for the local 
community will be necessary and Officers will be in 

close contact with both myself and 
residents as we start to understand 
how such changes can be 
implemented.  

 

This is the best news we could have hoped for and I 
know many of the library users are very happy indeed 
with the outcome. 

Correspondence address:   
C/O Conservative Group Room - Civic Offices  

London Road 
Basingstoke 
Hampshire 
RG21 4AH 

Mobile:  07864 691 342 

Email:  cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Borough Cllr Elaine Still 

Households in the borough will be contacted this 
week by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council’s 
Electoral Registration Officer as part of the annual 
electoral registration canvass.  
Each year the council is required by law to contact 
households to confirm the names of residents are 
correct on the electoral register or update them.  
Normally this is through a letter that must be 
responded to by everyone, even if the information is 
correct. But changes brought in this year mean that 
responding to the canvass is easier and quicker, in fact 
over 60% of the borough’s households will not be 
required to respond.  
During August households will be contacted by email 
or post.  
Those residents who are required to respond will be 
clearly told so and can do so online or via the form 
sent to them. Residents must provide the new 
information to the Electoral Registration Officer.  
With the Police and Crime Commissioner and all the 
borough, county and some parish council seats up for 
election on Thursday 6 May 2021 this is an 

opportunity for residents to make sure they will be 
able to vote.  
Being on the register is also important because credit 
agencies check the names and addresses of people 
applying for credit and it is also used to detect and 
prevent crime.  
The borough council’s Electoral Registration Officer 
Melbourne Barrett said: “This year we have a whole 
new way of carrying out the annual canvass. The 
process is designed to make it even easier for residents 
to confirm their name on the electoral register. We will 
contact everyone either by email or by post but not 
everyone will be required to respond. In fact around 
60% of the borough’s residents will informed they do 
not need to respond unless they believe the 
information needs updating. The remainder can do 
this easily online or by returning the form.”  
The revised register of electors will be published in 
December 2020. For more information call 01256 
844844 or visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/canvass   

Even E-easier to get on the electoral register  

Page 23 

mailto:cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/canvass


Page 24 

 

Page 25 



Page 26 

 

T 

Page 27 



Page 28 

 

M 
emories from Year 2 of their time at Four 
Lanes Infant School 

 

Memories from Hedgehogs class 

“My favourite memories are when I learnt about the 
Titanic, Mrs Armes reading the Faraway Tree and 
doing star challenges in maths. I have also loved 
making friends.” 

“My favourite memory of the infant school was going 
on the Titanic school trip.” 

“I liked the infants because the teachers and children 
were always there for me and I was always there for 
them. I will miss infant school.” 

“My favourite memory is making great friends and 
having great teachers.” 

“My favourite memory was when Mrs Armes was 
funny in class. I loved making friends and playing 
together. I liked going to gardening club and choir. 
Three words to describe my time there – happy, 
playful and learning.” 

“I really enjoyed the fun trips we do in the infants. We 
explored Wellington Country Park and I played with 
my friends. We also went on a trip to Milestones 
which was very fun.” 

“My favourite memory is writing a new version of 
Handa’s Surprise story and decorating a picture snail 
in Year 2, learning about Florence Nightingale in Year 
1 and going on the rainbow for the first time in Year 
R.” 

Memories from Rabbits class 

“My favourite memories are meeting all my 
wonderful, awesome, brilliant teachers! Thank you!” 

“I enjoyed going to Wellington Country Park, going 
to the Titanic Museum and learning about Beegu.” 

“My favourite memory from infant school is meeting 
Miss Traynor’s guinea pigs!” 

“I enjoyed being the school councillor and when I 
was star of the week.” 

“My favourite memory of infant school is going to 
Wellington Country Park in Year R because I could 
play on the big slides there. It was fun.” 

“When I was in Year 2 helping the Year R children on 
the trim-trail, a little four year old girl was on the last 
bit but she was scared to jump down so I said to hold 
on to me. She asked me to help her to not be scared 
and now I am friends with her.” 

“My favourite memories are going on the Titanic trip, 
going to Wellington Country Park and meeting my 

friends.” 

“When I got to 
make new friends 
because they 
were kind and 
thoughtful. My 
other favourite 
memory is when 
I met my new teachers.” 

Memories from Foxes class 

“My favourite memory from infant school is making 
lots of new friends. I loved going to Wellington 
Country Park on the double decker bus too.” 

“In my memory I loved running fast with my friends. 
In Year 2 I got a rainbow award for good behaviour.” 

“My good memory is when I played with my friends 
in infants. I have had some lovely teachers and I have 
really enjoyed the school plays.” 

“My memory of the infants is when I threw the javelin 
the furthest on Sports Day.” 

“My good memory is when we have been on school 
trips because I had a lot of fun and I like to learn new 
things.” 

“My favourite memory is playing with my friends 
outside on the playground and playing games.” 

“My favourite memory is having golden time because 
it makes me feel happy and relaxed.” 

 

Written by Year 2 children on Seesaw (online learning 
platform) 

News Article  
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M 
EETING DATES 

Sherfield Park Parish Council 

continue to meet remotely, and the 

next meeting will be on Wednesday 

9th September at 7.30pm. The agenda and supporting 

items will be available on the Parish Council Notice 

Boards and website, no less than 5 days beforehand.  

INCREASE IN LITTER 

We’ve noticed an increase in litter and discarded PPE 
around our local open spaces. If the nearest bin is full, 
please find another one or take your litter home with 
you. Dropping it is an offence that can result in a 
Fixed Penalty Notice of £75. If you spot littler, please 
report it here - www.basingstoke.gov.uk/report-litter 

AMPORT ROAD PLAY AREA 

The Parish Council have been informed that the 
community consultation event in relation to the new 
play area did not occur due to lockdown.  Face to face 
consultation on such proposals is now discouraged 
and the government is providing advice on how such 
consultation may be carried out virtually given the 
current situation.  As a result, Croudace now plan to 
carry out the community engagement electronically 
with a website set up to show the proposals and seek 
feedback. They will also be carrying out a mailshot to 
residents. 

VACANCY 

Are you interested in our local community? Do you 
have a skill or relevant experience that you would like 
to share? If so and you would like to join the Parish 
Council, there is currently a vacancy for a parishioner 
to join the team at Sherfield Park. For more 
information please contact the Clerk at  

clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

GRANT TO VICTIM SUPPORT 

The Parish Council have agreed to support a grant 
request of £50. The funds are spent locally to offer 
free confidential help to victims of crime, witnesses, 
their friends and family. 

PLAY AREAS ARE NOW OPEN 

Sherfield Park Parish Council are delighted to see our 
play areas and open spaces open and used by families. 
Please continue to enjoy the equipment, but do adhere 
to social distancing guidance and avoid over-
crowding, wipe down equipment before and after use 
where possible and don’t bring food and drink.  Wash 
your hands before you leave home, and again when 
you are back. 

 

Tracy Hamer, Clerk & RFO to Sherfield Park Parish 

Council 

T 
he Loddon Valley Link is a church and 
village magazine that serves the community 
within the local distribution area by 

providing local information, news and articles which 
are both informative and of general interest. The 
committee continues to offer a limited number of 
grants to organisations that are, but not limited to, 
those involved with youth groups, sports or senior 
citizens. In making an application the following criteria 
apply:- 

 The organisation should be charitable or voluntary 

 The organisation must be within the magazine 
distribution area 

 The request must be for a specific item or event 

 The request would generally not exceed £200  

It must be shown in the application how the request 

will benefit the community involved with 
the organisation.  

Any request should be submitted either 
by email or in writing to the committee secretary Ilene 
Iles (see inside back of magazine for details) by 17th 
September at the latest.  

It is hoped a number of awards will be made, but this is 
dependent on applications. The committee will make 
the final decisions and all applicants will be informed of 
the outcome. Names of those successful will be printed 
in the October edition of the magazine. There is no 
appeal for applications that are not approved.  

LVL Management Committee  

Loddon Valley Link Community Grant Scheme 

Page 31 



Page 32 

 

Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

   Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website: www.molegone.co.uk 
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West Green Road  
Hartley Wintney  

RG27 8LP 
 

Open June (date varies) to late September for 
Pick Your Own & Picked fruit, vegetables and 

flowers including Strawberries, Tayberries, 
Currants, Gooseberries, Raspberries, New 
Potatoes and Asparagus; local Honey, Free 
Range Eggs and Homemade Jams and Ice 

Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, and to place 
orders or visit  www.westgreenfruits.com 
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For further details see: 

www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-rural-east/ (for Bramley, Sherfield on Loddon, Hartley Wespall, Stratfield 
Saye, Stratfield Turgis) 

www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-east/       (for Sherfield Park) 

June Crime Update 
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With many lockdown rules still in place, NWR have 
been keeping in touch via email and afternoon teas in a 
member’s garden with limited numbers at each event.  
Our most recent topic was researching words beginning 
with the letter V, derived from our theme this year of 
‘2020 Vision’.  Interestingly, no-one chose 
Vision, Virus or Vaccine!  However, there 
was no shortage of words beginning 
with V.  V is for Valley of which there 
are many shining examples 
throughout the UK including our 
own Loddon Valley.  A tributary 
of the River Thames, the Loddon 
rises in Basingstoke and wends 
its way for 28 miles, joining the 
Thames near Wargrave, east of 
Reading.  During lockdown 
some of us have walked along 
parts of the Loddon Valley at 
Hartley Wespall and towards Old 
Basing.  Valleys vary in shape and 
size, from the wooded banks of the 
Tamar to the grandeur of the 
Lakeland Valleys, Yorkshire Dales, 
Welsh Cwms and the Scottish Glens, all 
glorious in their own way.  Someone chose 
Verse (The Violet by Jane Taylor) about 
Violets, the beautiful flowers which appear as if by 
magic in spring.  V is for Valentine – Shirley Valentine 
is a favourite film, Valentine is a character in 
‘Two Gentlemen of Verona’, and 14th 
February is St Valentine’s Day, a 
romantic day for couples and a 
popular day to become 
engaged.  When Julius Caesar 
won the Battle of Zela in 
47BC, he famously said, 
Veni, Vidi, Vici (I came, I 
saw, I conquered).  It 
wasn’t when he arrived in 
Britain as commonly 
thought.  Vicarious is a 
word which can be 
interpreted in different ways.  
It can be a sad word, 
experiencing something second-
hand, but on the other hand it can 
give pleasure to imagine an event 
through another person such as the birth of 
a child or a litter of puppies!  There are three V words 
which sound the same, but are spelt differently – Vane, 
Vain and Vein – and have different meanings, although 
can be interpreted to reflect elements of human nature. 

 
Last month we talked about holidays, 
but holidays can also be called Vacations.  Someone had 
a vacation in Whitby, the seaside town in North 
Yorkshire, where Bram Stoker found inspiration from 

researching Vlad the Impaler for his novel 
‘Dracula’, a Vampire!  From three ‘V’ 

words in one topic, to five – someone 
cleverly chose Antonio Vivaldi, the 

Violin Virtuoso, born in 1678 in 
Venice and very conveniently died 
in Vienna (in 1741).  He was a 
great Italian Baroque composer 
(also a Roman Catholic priest), 
who is known for the ‘Four 
Seasons’, although ‘Concerto 
for Two Mandolins’ is a 
favourite. 
 
The name Vincent was chosen.  

It is a Roman name from the 
Latin ‘Vincere’ meaning to 

conquer.  There are various well-
known Vincents, probably the best 

known is Vincent van Gogh, the great 
Dutch artist, who was the subject of a 

popular song by Don McClean in the 1971. He 
was born in Zundert in 1853 and there is a museum 
dedicated to his life and work in Amsterdam.  Another 

great Dutch artist was Johannes Vermeer, born 
in Delft in 1632.  His most famous 

painting was ‘The Girl with a Pearl 
Earring’, painted in 1665 and the 

subject of a novel and film a 
few years ago.  Other 
paintings include ‘The 
Milkmaid’ and ‘Woman in 
Blue Reading a Letter’. 
 
Our next meeting will 
hopefully include a book 
review in a garden and a 

quiz via Zoom. 
 

Gill Fearon 
  

  

National Women's Register 
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Puzzle Page 

Diabolical www.sudokuoftheday.com  

ACROSS 
1 Blooming tooth robber! You have the legal 
right to fine him (12) 
9 Dostoyevsky's Prince Myshkin gives one 
girl books (5) 
10 Bursting in and bursting out, we hear (9) 
11 Completed dub on soundtrack 
extraordinarily quickly (9) 
12 Recent time lost makes one tardier (5) 
13 Some metal boxes get returned, flattened 
at the edges (6) 
15 Radioactive metal found in protein by one 
university microbiologist originally (8) 
18 Composer who brought Spanish language 
to Italy? (8) 
19 It helps produce groovy music (6) 
22 Required by one sitting president at 
meeting (5) 
24 Topless sex on Prague television initially 
bothered censor (9) 
26 One who makes good money for his 
employers wouldn't be welcome at Lord's, 
perhaps (9) 
27 Brad returns with a climber (5) 
28 Repeatedly speak with East European 
corrupt dialect (6-6) 
DOWN 
1 Bespectacled Corin somehow finds a S. 
American flower (7) 
2 Brief moment for a lyricist? (5) 
3 Give advance payment to South African 
province before delivery (9) 
4 Non-Spanish speaker in America has to 
travel around to make a call (6) 
5 Version of Christe eleison primarily for 
those with unorthodox creed (8) 
6 Banish former huntsman out East (5) 
7 Defective hearing result of putting one in 
the wind (8) 
8 Worker is on the edge in Northern Ireland 
(6) 
14 Reluctant Marion undressed for seducer 
(8)  
16 Raised capital to support one theatre with 
production of Lear, among others (5,4) 
17 Eskimo shaman finds English king in 
capital city, decapitated (8) 
18 Commander in chief to the Queen has 
love for orator (6) 
20 Leak incomplete cross-reference (7) 
21 A mineral source extremely thin on the 
ground (6) 
23 Dance graduate leaves cake (5) 
25 A shortage? What a shame (5)  
Set by Alberich 
alberichcrosswords.com 

Solutions on p. 44 
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Puzzle Solutions  

STRATFIELD SAYE VILLAGE 

HALL 
 

 

 

A small, attractive and traditional hall in New 
Street, Stratfield Saye 

Ideal for children’s parties and functions 

Ample parking 

To view or hire, contact Linda on:  

(01189)332106 

St Leonard’s Church Room is 

available for hire 
The Church Room attached to St Leonard's 
is a light modern space with kitchen (Food 

Hygiene Rating 5), and toilet facilities. 
Suitable for business and community group 

meetings or parties. Large car park.   

For more information about hiring please 
contact:  

admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk   
01256 882788 
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Advertisers' Index 

Building and Property Services P. 

Access4Lofts 36 

Croudace Homes 18 

ITC Roofing 19 

Millbrook Building Solutions 46 

Business Services   

Worting House 35 

Computers  

Andmore Consulting 41 

DVM Solutions 25 

SoL Computers 45 

Education  

Basing Tutors 46 

Willowdene Nursery School 9 

Funerals  

Ash Brook Independent Funeral Directors 39 

Haven Memorials 9 

Jonathan Williams 32 

Spencer & Peyton 9 

Garages  

SuperSpray BodyShop 18 

The Garage at Sherfield 39 

Health, Fitness and Beauty  

Bramley Osteopaths 29 

3 Sense Well Being 9 

D & D Beauty  36 

Gwynne Dental 19 

HIPP Pilates 37 

Italdent 45 

S B Physiotherapy 25 

Spine Team Chiropractic 41 

The Salon 24 

Tranquil Beauty Clinic 14 

Home Services  

A Sewell 35 

AFJ Property Maintenance 10 

AMS Mayfair (Water Softener Specialists) 41 

Basingstoke Appliance Services 34 

Home Services (contd.) P. 

Basingstoke Gas & Heating 23 

Basingstoke Window Cleaning Services 46 

Best of Flooring 34 

Bob Berry Fencing 34 

Complete Pest Solutions 41 

Domiciliary Care 46 

Drain & Able 45 

Dudley's Cattery 37 

Fyne Flooring 24 

GMK Decorating Services 46 

HGS Sherfield 14 

Horizon Sound and Vision 46 

J Cook Landscapes 19 

Molegone 32 

Ovenclean 35 

Phase Fire & Security 46 

Roller Garage Doors 17 

Roots Landscaping 10 

SCS Security 38 

Tarblack Driveways 37 

Legal and Financial Services  

Edmonds Accountancy 17 

Maplebrook Wills 45 

Phillips Solicitors (inc. Brain Chase Coles) 51 

Wills Chandler 23 

Plumbing  

A W Burt 25 

Niall Catlin 32 

Pubs and Restaurants  

Iron Duke 43 

Shops  

The Coffee Shop 52 

The Shop in Sherfield on Loddon 25 

Wellington Farm Shop 10 

West Green Fruits 35 

Travel  

Authentic Travel 29 

Small Ads      50 
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Rector:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, email  
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Tuesday) 

Assistant Priest  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
sc.cedars@greenbee.net  

Curate (priest responsible for Bramley and  
Little London):  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  

Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
lgoodall.work@gmail.com 

 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, Sherfield-on-
Loddon, RG27 0JB  
Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Treasurer: Peter Martinson 07952 873274 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
 
St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
 
St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453  
rosyhannah@hotmail.com 
  

Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye  

with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and Bramley - Church Officers 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
    

All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles 
Tel. 01256 880559 

advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
 

Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month 
Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. Requests are 
dealt with in order. 
Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 

Editor for the October edition - Simon Boase 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 14th September 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee 

Chair and Editor: Jane Abrams  01256 881188  
jabrams2226@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 
advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Editor and CTO: Simon Boase  
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com 

Editor: Howard Perkins  
01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 

Chiara Ziamin 
chiara.zamin@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 

Rev. Stephen Ball 01256 881071 
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 

Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
lyngiugovaz@gmail.com 

Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379  
dgdawson@sky.com 

Louise Grainger  01256 883967   
manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

                              

Loddon Valley Link  
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Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments Karen Ross  842662 

Basingstoke Gazette Chris Horton 882426 

Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr Chris Tomlinson TBC 
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr Nick Robinson 07585 578295 

Brownies Liz Hawkins 882096 

Breach Lane Chapel Geoff Belsham 882534 

Catholic Church Fr. Chris Rutledge 465214 

Clift Surgery Patient Group TBC - 

Cricket Club (Sherfield) Steve Dummer 07775 674869 

Cricket Club (Stratfield Turgis  
and Hartley Wespall) 

  

  Manoj George  (Captain) 07552 114188 

  Martin Turvey (Contact) 07785 580456 

Evergreens Jean Berntsen 882798 

Happy Faces Playgroup Viv Allway and Alison Smith 880903 

Loddon Players Peter Francis 07867 547696 

Loddon Quilters Jacky Morgan     882350 

Loddon Sports Junior Football Club Fred Berntsen 882798 

Lunch Club Helen Belsham 882534 

NWR Gill Fearon 882106 

Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 101 

Police - Sherfield Park PCSO Adam Steel 101 

Poppies Natalie Larner 880075 

Post Office Sherfield on Loddon 882210 

Rainbows Pam Luck 882687 

Sherfield Community Care Grp Basingstoke NeighbourCare 423855 

Sherfield on Loddon Fete Bruce Batting 882605 

Sherfield & District Gardening Club Dan Farrow 882680 

  Andy Morgan 882350 

Sherfield Park Community Centre Louise Grainger 883967 

Sherfield Park Parish Council Tracy Hamer 07778546477 

Sherfield & District Show Richard Elphick 07768004820 

Sherfield Village Hall     

 Caretaker/Bookings Wendy Gosden 07468 427684 

 Management Committee Ivan Gosden 07940 212441 

 Trustee   Nick Robinson 07585 578295 

Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council Karen Ross 842662 

Sherfield Village Green Volunteers John Attwood 881760 

Short Mat Bowls Norman Stanley 881021 

Stratfield Saye Parish Council Louise Webb 07771 727547 

Stratfield Saye Village Hall Linda Bishop 0118 933 2106 

Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting Sheila Campbell (Chair) 882351 

Toddler Group 0-5s TBC    

Tree Wardens John Darker 882334 

  Cllr Diana Effiong 07796 045944 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
mailto:lgoodall.work@gmail.com
mailto:rosyhannah@hotmail.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:perkinsthekeep@gmail.com
mailto:chiara.zamin@gmail.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
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DRIVING INSTRUCTOR, SHERFIELD PARK Semi retired , 26 years experience, very 
patient, good with nervous pupils.  Good pass rate.  Covers Bramley, Sherfield , Chineham.  
Reasonable rates. Contact Graham 07806469963/barney0729@icloud.com 

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced, 
local lady who cleans every corner. References. Tel 07933 316989 or e-mail 
mariacleaning@live.co.uk  

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, 
payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, 
re-wires, lights etc.  No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, 
jce.morris@outlook.com   

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden 
maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 0784 230 3366 . E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com 

LOCAL INDEPENDENT CLEANER honest and trust worthy. Excellent service, excellent 

rates, excellent references. Contact 07407543891 

ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 words. Anything from lost cats to small 
services. Just drop an email to:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
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A change to allow couples to separate without having 
to blame each other has moved a step closer to 
becoming law. 

MPs recently debated the Divorce, Dissolution and 
Separation Bill during its second reading in Parliament. 

The Bill has already been passed by the House of Lords 
and it is hoped by many that the law could now come 
into effect in a matter of months. 

According to Hayley Eachus, who heads the Family 
Law team at Phillips Solicitors incorporating Brain 
Chase Coles, this will be the biggest shake up in divorce 
law in England and Wales for 50 years. 

Under the current law, unless a person can prove their 
marriage has broken down due to adultery, 
unreasonable behaviour or desertion, the only way to 
get a divorce without a spouse’s consent is to live apart 
for five years. 

The key change is that people will be able to seek a no-
blame divorce by only having to state that the marriage 
has irretrievably broken down. 

Hayley said: “When the reform finally goes ahead, the 
concept of fault or blame will be removed from the 

process and spouses 
could lose the right 
to contest a divorce. 

“For years we in the 
legal profession have 
been warning that 
the existing 
legislation often 
leads to unnecessary 
painful and destructive marriage break-ups. 

“The current divorce law is archaic and unfair because 
of its heavy reliance on using fault as a basis of divorce 
which inevitably heightens emotions in an already a 
difficult situation.” 

We Are Here To Help 

If you are considering divorcing or separating from 
your partner, whether you are married or not, please do 
not hesitate to 
contact Hayley - see 
details below. 

No-fault divorce moves a step closer 

01256 460830 
hayley.eachus@phillips-law.co.uk 

Who are you for?

Adults 18+ affected by long-term health

conditions, physical inactivity and/or social

isolation and loneliness, registered at the following

GP practices:

Chineham Medical Practice

Cl ift Surgery

Whitewater Health

Talk to your GP

receptionist today to

make an appointment

with Kirsty or Anca.

What do you do?

We help people feel

better connected and

enjoy the benefits of

being more involved in

their local community.

How do I get in touch?

Email: kirstyfry@redcross.org.uk

Kirsty: 07834335221

Anca:  07872047461

WELLBEING COMMUNITY CONNECTORS

The Power of Kindness

mailto:barney0729@icloud.com
mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:jce.morris@outlook.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
mailto:hayley.eachus@phillips-law.co.uk
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