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BENEFICE WORSHIP - September 2009 

Sunday 6th September    Trinity 13  

10.00am Holy Communion  St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.00am Family Service  St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 

  6.30pm Evensong    St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
  & Communion  

Sunday 13th September   Trinity 14  

10.00am Morning Worship and      St Leonard’s Sherfield 
  Baptisms with Children’s Sunday Club  

10.00am Family Harvest Festival   St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

11.15am Prayer Book Communion  St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 

Sunday 20th September   Trinity 15  

10.00am Holy Communion and St Leonard’s Sherfield 
  Children’s Sunday Club       

  6.30pm Evensong   St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

Wednesday 23rd  4.00pm   Toddlers     St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Sunday 27th September   Trinity 16   

8.00am Prayer Book Communion St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

10.00am Harvest Family Service St Leonard’s Sherfield 

11.15am Matins    St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 

Sunday  4th October   Trinity 17  

10.00am Holy Communion  St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.00am Family Service  St Mary Stratfield Saye* 

  6.30pm Evensong & Communion   St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
 

*Drive up close to the white gates, which open automatically 

       Children are welcome at all our services. Services in italics are 
particularly geared to children and families.  

Children’s Busy Bags are available at the back of St Leonard’s 
Church. 
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Let Me Tell You about Jim 
Good teachers follow a simple principle: teach, 
revise, test. A good teacher will also be aware of 
the way a pupil learns: some need only a book, 
others practical stimulus and others the 
chance to ask questions. There are many 
bright and talented people around who, because they didn’t 
fit the educational mould, have been left feeling that they 
are stupid - rubbish! In the right environment we can all 
learn, be proud of our achievement and flourish.  
Last year, whilst walking in Spain, Rody and I met a Scot 
named Jim. From farm work he went into the whisky indus-
try, doing menial tasks, and ended up as the production 
manager of the company. He went on to learn fluent French 
and Spanish enabling him to become very successful in pro-
moting sales in these countries. He was an amazing man and 
yet self effacing because of his humble origins. Then he dis-
covered what I did for a living: “A vicar! Noooo, I don’t believe 
it, you’re too normal”, which I took as a compliment. Then 
came the questions… “I’ve always wanted the opportunity to ask 
these questions”, said Jim. I felt very inadequate but did my 
best to address his objections and curiosities and at the end 
of our five day walk he thanked me for letting him chat say-
ing that it had helped him to sort out a lot of things in his 
mind.  
Sometimes all it takes is the right opportunity to ask those 
difficult questions. Last autumn Dr. Karen Blakeley, a mem-
ber of St Leonard’s and a Sherfield resident, decided she had 
lots of questions about Christianity and Science so she set up 
a series of talks on science and faith — 400 people attended. 
As a follow up Karen plans to set up some evenings locally, 
in the Four Horseshoes pub, for you to come along and ask 
those difficult questions about God stuff, informally, over a 
drink. More details on page 33. I’m a bit worried that Karen’s 
going to put me in the ‘hot seat’! This is a really exciting op-
portunity that may help people begin to find answers 
to those difficult questions, so why not give it a go 
and come along?  Christian greetings, 
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and every

Plus

 

Sun 6 10.30am Family Worship led by Peter Blundell 

  6.30pm Informal Worship led by Geoff 
Belsham 

Sun 13 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

  3pm Bible Study at Chapel 

Sat 19 2.30pm Disabled Christian Fellowship at 
Camberley 

Sun 20 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

Sun 27 10.30am Family Worship led by Caversham 
Baptist Church – Harvest Festival and 
Back to Church Sunday 

  3pm Bible Study at Chapel 

Tue 10.30am Open Morning (please phone) 

  11am Lunch Club for the Elderly 

  7pm Tuesday Club at Winklebury (Mencap) 

Wed 2pm Kurling at Ridgeway Centre, Buckskin 
(Mencap) 

Wed 16 7pm Swimming Club at Tadley Pool 
(Mencap) 

Fri 18 7.45pm Kurling at Ridgeway Centre, Buckskin 
(Mencap) 

Wed 30 7pm Swimming Club at Tadley Pool 
(Mencap) 
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Breach Lane Baptist Chapel 
Rev Chris Russell 01276 21469 
Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 



 

 

Luke 6 : 38 
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will 
be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will 
be measured to you.  "The NIV Bible” 

Prayer for the Month. 
Lord Jesus, we pray for those to whom we owe our harvest, 
all whose labour and dedication enables us to share in the 
produce of this world’s resources. We thank you for all you 
have given us which we so often take for granted  and then 
complain if we feel anything is lacking in our lives. We know 
that the world wastes so much of the earth’s produce and 
that we are not only irresponsible but selfish, forgetting the 
needs of those around us. We ignore the cry of the poor 
across  the world and we think only of our own needs and 
wants. Remind us Lord that thanksgiving must be more than 
words, that it involves the stewardship of your gifts and the 
generosity of our giving, a commitment to you and the whole 
world. Help us, as we celebrate another Harvest to recognise 
that challenge and to act upon it and forgive us the poverty 
of our response to your great goodness. 
In name of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

Prayer Points for September 
Pray for our soldiers and service personnel in  Afghanistan as 
they face the huge dangers of working to bring peace and 
security to the people  Pray for the leaders recently elected 
to create a united government in that country. 
Pray for all unsure of their future, worried by the problems of 
the present economic downturn, fearful for their jobs and 
their families. 
Pray for the children as they return to school for those who 
are changing schools and for those who moving to higher 
education, calm their fears and help them to trust in you. 
Pray for world leaders at this time of anxieties, worries and 
uncertainty about the future. Pray for them to see a clear 
way forward.  
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Parish Registers for July & August 
Baptisms 

Alison & Paul PETERSON  05.07.09     Sherfield 

Hugo DAWSON            26.07.09     Sherfield 

Olivier BALE             16.08.09     Sherfield 

Anna-Louise OSBORNE    16.08.09 Sherfield 

Weddings 

Hannah SPENCER & 
   Bambos NEOPHYTOU   18.07.09        Sherfield 

Tania BISHOP &  
      Adam JESNEY    01.08.09     Sherfield 

Carol LEAVER & 
         David PULLEN   15.08.09     Sherfield 

Funerals 

Ivy BARKER-HEMINGS   13.07.09       Sherfield (cremation) 

Rosie BURGESS    14.08.09     Sherfield (cremation) 

Amy NASH     14.08.09     Sherfield (cremation) 

Noel FISHER      21.08.08       Hartley Wespall 

‘Toddler Time’ from Babies to 5’s 
St Leonard’s Church, Sherfield 

Next toddler service  
Wednesday 4.00-4.20pm 

23rd September 

Nursery Rhymes, Story, Prayer. 

Healthy refreshments for the  
toddlers. 

Meet on the red carpet in church. 

All welcome 
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September News 
Providing toilets and other facilities at St Leonard’s 

Coming Events 

The summer has seen little activity on the fund raising front 
but we have some events in the pipeline. The following have 
been suggested and we hope to have more news to pass on 
in due course—sponsored walk, wine tasting, Scottish 
dancing,  Sing along Messiah, Christmas Tree Festival. 

   Look out for further publicity ! 

The Student Confirmation group started at the beginning of 
the school holidays and an Adult Group will begin to meet this 
month. If you would like to know more about the Christian 
Faith, would like to be confirmed, or would like to have more 
information please do not hesitate to contact me and have a 
chat. Our meetings are informal and no previous knowledge 
of the Christian Faith is assumed.  

      Revd Bob Politt  882209 

Harvest Festivals 
Harvest Festivals will be held at  

Hartley Wespall on Sunday 13th September and at  
Sherfield on 27th September at 10.00am and  

Stratfield Saye will hold their Harvest Songs of Praise on  
Sunday 11th October, at 11.15am. 

All food donated will be given to the Loddon School.  
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Welcome to my first issue as editor of the 
link. It’s harvest time, a time of year when I 
feel more in touch with the rural life 
around, even if it’s just following a laden 
tractor! So apart from watching the fields 
ripen, it’s been my pleasure working with a 
thoroughly good bunch of people, putting this magazine 
together. Like previous illustrious editors (see page 24), I’ve 
introduced a few minor tweaks to the look of the magazine. 
Hope you like them. Also in these environmentally conscious 
times we’ve switched fonts to an eco font which uses 20% 
less ink thanks to the little holes. Try it at www.ecofont.eu.  
Highlights this month.  
I was one of the 163 people who visited the gardens on 
Sherfield open day (article page 28) and I’d like to reiterate 
the warm thanks to all those who opened, and organised. 

It’s that bastion of village life, the village show coming up 
(see page 15), so take part and get your entries in. 

I’ve just taken part in the Stratfield Turgis vs. Hartley Wespall 
village cricket match in memory of Noel Fisher. (Page 37). 

Look out for more changes in next month’s edition and if you 
have any comments please let us know at:  
  editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk 
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Editorial 

Stratfield Turgis Village Autumn Walk 
Sunday 4th October at 2pm. 
Meet outside the Cricketers Pub in Turgis Green. 

Come and join us on a gentle stroll around some of the 
beautiful and historic sights of the village. Everyone’s 
welcome. 
The walk should take 2½ - 3 hours across fairly level ground.  

 For more details nearer the time see the village website 
(www.stratfieldturgis.org.uk) or contact Sheila Campbell on 
01256 882351  

 



 

 

ST. LEONARD’S  
CHURCH OPEN DAYS 

Saturdays September 12th and 26th 
from 10.00am - 4.00pm.  

Everyone is welcome to visit for quiet 
reflection, a prayer, to study the archi-

tecture or to view the church with a 
wedding in mind.    
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From; Cllr Rhydian Vaughan 

 Cllr Ranil Jayawardena 

    Members for Bramley and Sherfield on Loddon. 

CONSTITUENTS SURGERIES 

 

Whilst Ranil and Rhydian are aware that you can (and do) 
contact us by telephone, we would like to be able to offer 
our constituents the opportunity to talk with us face to 
face, should you so desire. 

We propose to be available (one or both of us) & where 
possible with a representative from the relevant Parish 
Council on the second Saturday of each month from 
12.00pm to 1pm. 

12th September  Bramley Inn 

10th October       White Hart, Sherfield on Loddon 

14th November   Bramley Inn 

12th December   White Hart, Sherfield on Loddon  

***** 

We look forward to talking with you. 
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Entries welcome from all comers within 15 mile radius 

  

8:30~10:30 

10:45 

 2:30 

 3:30 

3.45 

Show Day Timetable 

  Staging of Exhibits 

  Judging Begins 

  Open to the Public 

  Presentation of Awards      

  Auction & Raffle 

 

Featuring 
 

Loddon  

Quilters 
 

Flowers, Produce & Crafts 
43rd SHERFIELD SHOW 2009 

Proceeds in aid of 

Sherfield Lunch Club  

Refreshments 
New Craft Stalls & Events Table 

Raffle & Auction 

Best Allotment Trophy 

Entrance by Donation 

 Entries Deadline 
7:00pm Thursday 3rd  

Please come and join us in this traditional village event, 
enjoyment guaranteed!  Just come along, or pick up a Show 
Programme and enter classes in our family-friendly 

competition!  See the new Happy Faces children’s trophy.  
If you have any queries, please contact Natalie, Tel. 880075  

Saturday 5th September 2:30pm 

Sherfield on Loddon Village Hall 

Show Programmes from Post Office, Shop, or On Line 
www.sherfieldshow.hampshire.org.uk 
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Junior Antiques Road Show 
On Saturday, 5th September, from 11.00am to 3.00pm 

              In Breach Lane Chapel.   

Free admission  &  refreshments.        

An antiques expert will be in attendance 

Tel. 881608 for more information 

PLANT FAIR 
In aid of the North Hampshire Medical Fund 

 
   Saturday 12th September - 10.00am to 4.00pm 

Many stalls including five Chelsea gold medallists 
 

 at Longstock Park Nursery 
  Nr. Stockbridge SO20 6EH 
  Telephone: 01264 810894 
 Adults £3.00  Children Free 

Jazz Band   Beer Tent   Hog Roast   Ice Creams 

Message of Thanks 
From Miss Mary O’Connor, 12 Willow Way, Sherfield on 
Loddon, Hook, RG27 0DU,  

“Thank you to all the very kind residents of Sherfield 
who donated to the St. Michaels Hospice door to door 
collection in June. The total collected was £903.05. 
Also thank you to Jeanette and Doreen for their kind 
help.” 
Mary O’Connor 

 



 

 

Our meeting in July consisted of our Cookery Competition 
judged by Mrs Elizabeth Frewin. Tess Morris, our President, 
opened the Business Meeting by welcoming new Members, 
Eve Best, Betty Woodward and Judith Windross.  Jerusalem 
was sung unaccompanied and Tess asked Mrs Frewin to 
explain how cakes etc., are marked and judged.  Mrs Frewin 
was then asked to present the Cups, Best in Show,  Marlene 
King (biscuits) and Highest Total Marks, Margaret Lee.  
Thanks were given to Tess and Val for the lovely Canal Trip 
from Kintbury.  A great afternoon despite the canal boat 
going “aground” at one point!  Helen Rolton gave thanks for 
help at the Village Fete and Tess asked for volunteers to help 
with teas and coffees at the Village Open Day.  After the 
Business Meeting, Tess  provided a competition for us to 
identify flowers she had picked from her garden. This was 
won by Sylvia Miles.  Tea and the raffle followed. 
Our August meeting was opened by Tess and Jerusalem was 
sung. After the business part Tess introduced Mrs E Russell 
who gave us a very interesting and entertaining talk about 
Lillie Langtry.  Born Emily Charlotte Le 
Breton in 1853 at the Rectory of St Saviour 
on Jersey. She changed her name to Lillie, 
and was according to the painter Millais, the 
most beautiful woman he had ever seen.  
She led a very eventful and unconventional 
life and is best remembered as an actress 
and one of the mistresses of King Edward VII and was always 
known as the “Jersey Lily”.  In conclusion Mrs Russell told us 
that Lillie died on the 12th February 1929 at the age of 75 in 
Monaco but is buried at St Saviour, Jersey. Mary Chessell 
gave the vote of thanks. Tea followed and the raffle was 
drawn bringing the afternoon to a close.  
NEXT MEETING: Wednesday,  3rd September 2009.  
SPEAKER: Ann Chance  SUBJECT: Saddle Sore in Montana 
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The Women’s Institute 
Reported by Ilene Iles 

 

according to 
the painter 
Millais, the 
most beautiful 
woman ever  



 

 

 Sherfield & District Gardening Club 

Sing For Fun! 
Excerpts from Messiah 

An evening of fun for anyone who enjoys singing.   
FREE of charge. 

Light refreshments will be provided. 

The Vyne School, Basingstoke 
7.30pm, Wednesday 23rd September 

Learn how you can take part in the concert at the Anvil on 
15th November, when Messiah will be performed in 

support of St. Michael’s Hospice.  

Numbers are limited to 150, so ring  
Jean on 01256461402 or Penny on 

01256 352116 for a place.           
Basingstoke choral society 

Next Meetings:  
7th September Village Hall 8.00pm Rosy Hardy on  

Perennials 
21st September Village Hall 8.00pm Christopher Hill on  

Growing and showing sweet peas  
19th October Village Hall 8.00pm Chrissie Clemson on  

Winter baskets and containers 
 

For arrangements contact:  
Linda on 882341 or Vanessa on 881760 
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 Reported by Jane Brydges 

Our July Meeting was a discussion based on the question ‘Is 
Killing Ever Justified?' 
Dictionary definitions of ‘killing’ and ‘life’ showed how wide 

ranging our discussion could be, as it included 
all life from humans to the smallest bacteria.  In 
order to allow us to come to some conclusions 
and still be home in time for bed that night, we 
all agreed that most religions and civilizations 

outlawed killing humans for personal gain.  It was also felt 
that the whole subject of war and terrorism was so large that 
it would need an evening to itself.  In the end fourteen 
scenarios were discussed ranging from Abortion and 
Euthanasia to eradication of garden pests and weeds and the 
unthinking killing of small things such as ants etc. when we 
are just walking around. 
Each subject caused some heartfelt comments both for and 
against.   We found we had to vote only on ‘the principle’, 
accepting that in most cases there would need to be checks 
and curbs and that frequently individual circumstances would 
alter what we believed! 
In the end there were only two scenarios on which everybody 
felt that killing was not justified; hunting for fun/gain and the 
clearing of large tracts of rainforest (and therefore its 
animals) for human gain. 
Suicide was probably the most contentious item.  Most 
people were unable to make a final decision and abstained 
from voting. 
During coffee we were asked to vote for new Trustees for the 
National Committee.  

August will include a visit to the Crofton Beam Engine and a 
discussion of replies given by Agony Aunts in their columns.  

Is killing 
ever  
justified? 
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The Making of a Magazine 
By Donald Dawson  

H ave you ever wondered, when the familiar yellow 
covered magazine drops through your letter box on the 

last Thursday or Friday of the month, how that magazine was 
actually put together, or do you assume, as I did before being 
involved in its production, that it just somehow “arrives” 
without any thought into the logistics of the entire process?  

More than 85 people give their time to ensure you receive 
your free magazine, ten times a year.  There are 12 on the 
committee, (some of whom are pictured here), who 
deal with policy matters, feature 

articles, finance and 
advertising, editorial 
content and any 
other matters 
relevant to the 
production of a 
church and parish 
magazine. Three 
editors take it in turn 
to produce two out 

of every six copies.  Each editor spends about 30 hours 
setting up the magazine ready for printing, which involves a 
total of six people.  It takes six hours to print the magazine – 
longer if the machine starts to misbehave.   Thirty three 
volunteers are on the list for collating the 
magazine, where a minimum of 20 are 
required on any one day to ensure the 
smooth passage of 17,400 sheets of paper 
into 1450 stapled and folded copies of the 
‘Link’ (see picture opposite).  A further 34 
people do the foot slogging to ensure a copy reaches every 
household free of charge.  If each sheet of paper used in a 
year was laid end-to-end, the line would stretch for 33 miles. 

17,400 
sheets of  
paper, 1450 
copies  
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It never used to be like this.  In the 
days when James 

Anderson was rector, 
he and Percy Sims 

compiled a single 
sheet of A4 church 
news which was 
delivered to every 
house in Sherfield 
(in those days 
Hartley Wespall 

and Stratfield Saye were in a separate Benefice).  Percy 
enlarged the magazine and used the “cut and paste” method 
until Brian Archer edited for five years and used an early 
computer with no clip art or way of including photos.  It was 
printed on a Gestetner machine which was quite 
temperamental and only fully understood by Percy.  A 
screwdriver and large rag were essential implements for a 
successful print run. 

I cut my teeth on the magazine under Percy’s guidance.  
Keeping that machine running always reminded me of 
Humphrey Bogart’s efforts to keep the 
African Queen’s steam engine functioning – a 
kick here, a screw driver there and always a 
large rag to clean anything and everything.  
When Percy handed the editorial role to me, 
the first thing I did was to have the machine 
replaced as I lacked the attachment Percy 
had always had to that lovely old Gestetner.  
The church gave the Loddon Valley Link a loan for a 
computer and new printer to get started. That loan has long 
since been repaid. 

The first magazine I produced was the October 1998 edition 
with the first of our regular feature articles entitled 
“Introducing Bob Politt”. The article I particularly remember 
was the article we did for the November 2000 edition on the 
Gaiger family. The late Brian Gaiger allowed me to reproduce 
some original drawings in his possession by Anna LeFroy 

I lacked the 
attachment 
Percy had  
always had to 
that lovely 
old Gestetner 

Page 16 Issue 419 —The Harvest Edition 



 

 

(niece of Jane Austen) of the interior of The Gallery at the 
Vine, drawn in 1840.  This detailed drawing came to the 
attention of the National Trust who had previously no record 
of the furniture layout of the Gallery at that time.  One of the 
National Trust executives visited Brian to look at the original 
sketches in detail.  

After five years I handed over the editorship to Brian and 
Sheena Archer, joined by Claire Osborne and latterly for a 
while by Caroline Rowe.  Brian and Sheena 
were responsible for improving the layout by 
introducing MS Publisher which gave the 
editors more versatility to produce an 
attractive and well balanced magazine.  
Along with Brian and Sheena we have our 
latest recruit Simon Boase, with each editing 
two magazines out of six.  Simon is an IT 
specialist and we are looking for further 
improvements, such as the possibility of 
having our own web site and even introducing a little bit of 
colour into future editions. 

From the advertising revenue we are able to assist the three 
churches each year with their quota payments to the 
Diocese.  Every two years we run a voluntary donation 
scheme by way of envelopes which helps to offset some of 
the running costs such as leasing the printer and paper and 
ink costs.  Overall the future of the magazine looks bright, 
and we are indeed fortunate to have such an outstanding 
team of dedicated volunteers to ensure that the yellow 
covered magazine continues to drop through your letter box 
on a regular basis. 

Donald Dawson,  

Chairman Management Committee. 

The latest 
recruit  
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Village Open Day—and see Brian’s report opposite. 
As well as the gardens a number of craft stalls and local 
groups displays could be seen.  Janet Johnston's miniature 
green display was admired by all.  Groups taking part in the 
displays included the WI, NWR, Loddon Players, Happy Faces, 
Gardening Club and the Sherfield Show.  St Leonard's Church 
was open for viewing as was Loddon School, in Wildmoor 
Lane.  With the ever-popular raffle boosting our fund-raising 
efforts, we managed to raise over £1000 for the Village 
Hall with a proportion being donated to the St Leonard's 
Church appeal.   Special thanks to Brian and Terry 
Raisborough for instigating and co-ordinating the event, Alan 
and Hazel Ball for preparing all the artwork and Hazel Cook 
for organising the hall exhibits.  The positive feedback we 
have received suggests that we should repeat the event next 
year!   

Village Hall Matters  
Reg Charity 272385  

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

PoSH.  
If you would like to support the Village Hall then  please 
consider becoming a Patron.  Over £700 was raised in this 
way last year.  You can become a Patron for as little as £12 
per household and the completion of a simple application 
form.  Your money will not only help us to maintain and 
improve this great village amenity but you will also be 
entitled to free entry into our 2009/2010 annual draw as well 
as to a free cup of coffee/tea at our monthly PoSH coffee 
mornings.  Application forms can be found at the Village Hall 
during September or will be hand delivered to your door by 
ringing our Patrons Secretary, Jill Bingham, on 882416.   Our 
existing Patrons will be receiving this year's Newsletter and 
renewal form very shortly. 

Page 19 Issue 419 —The Harvest Edition 



 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 
Tickets on sale at the Sherfield Show, Saturday 5th September 

- Beer Festival - Saturday 26th September - see page 27  

- Hog the Limelight (www.hogthelimelight.co.uk) - Saturday 
17th October, 7.30pm - "The Seven Ages of Man" - Kevin 
Tomlinson presents his hilarious improvisation show at 
Sherfield Village Hall.  Age suitability 8yrs +.  Licensed bar.  
Tickets £10 (£5 for under 14’s) available from Loraine on 
01256 881498.  

- Halloween Race Night - Saturday 31st October - Details to 
follow in the next Link. 

- Centenary Celebration Dinner and children's show.  Please 
keep the weekend of 12th and 13th December free!  There will 
be a dinner-dance at the Village Hall on the evening of 
Saturday 12th and a children's puppeteer/entertainer visiting 
on the afternoon of Sunday 13th December.  More next 
month. 

SHERFIELD ON LODDON VILLAGE OPEN DAY 
July 4th was a big day on both sides of the Atlantic. 
Independence day of course, but more importantly for us it 
was our first Village Open Day ! 
Twelve somewhat nervous gardeners together with a host 
of static displays in the Village Hall combined together to 
launch our first Open Day to the public. 
My sincere thanks goes out to all who participated with 
displays in the hall, served refreshments, not forgetting the 
organisers who for some months worked on ensuring the 
day was a hit, and for the twelve garden owners who 
cultivated their prize possession to all its flowering glory! 
Judging by the reaction it seems that if we do not have a 
repeat performance next year - there will be a near riot in 
this village of ours! 
With best wishes and thanks to all.        

Brian Raisborough 
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Neighbourhood Watch, Sherfield on Loddon 

September Beat Surgery Dates 
8th Sep      Sherfield Shop     0900 to 1100  
9th Sep      Bramley Bakery    0900 to 1100  
19th Sep    Sherfield Shop    0900 to 1100   
20th Sep    Silchester village hall car park   1000 to 1200  

WPC 504 Mandy Jewell 
Tadley Police Station 
07770 471655 
mandy.jewell@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 

Just a reminder as to who the NHW coordinators are in the 
village: 
Bramley Road             Ted Thompson          882378 
Bullsdown Close          Diana Effiong            881114       
    dianaeffiong@hotmail.com 
Court Farm                   Bryan Jenkins            881938        
    bryan@jenkins.eclipse.co.uk 
Goddards Close            Jacqui Brownen        882025         
    jbrownen@btinternet.com 
Goddards Lane             Vickie Cook              880391         
    victoria.jo@btinternet.com 
Northfield Road            Eleanor Burt             882309         
    h20ekb@yahoo.co.uk 
Pound Meadow             Gill Fearon               882106         
    gillfearon@hotmail.com 
          Martin Dennis          07836 288090 
Reading Road              Pauline Jones           882881      
    paulinejones882@hotmail.com 

If you are a member of one of the above schemes, are on  
e-mail, please let your coordinator have your e-mail address, 
if you haven’t already done so. 
If you are not part of a scheme and are interested in setting 
up a scheme in your road please let WPC Jewell know.  

Police News 
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Think While You Drink –  
Tough Questions at The Four Horseshoes 

“How can there be a God if there’s so much suffering in 
the world?” “Religion is the cause of war and violence.” 
“The Bible completely contradicts what we know about evolu-
tion” 
Have you ever wondered about questions like these and 
more? 
If so, we’re calling on all of you who have some ‘tough ques-
tions’ about faith. We are going to host four sessions at the 
Four Horseshoes Pub to be held on the second Wednesday 
every month in October, November, January and February.  

Come along and explore your tough questions 
around faith, religion, the church and Christian-
ity in general.  The tougher the questions, the 
better the evening!  There will be a very brief 
talk on a subject chosen by you and then the 
rest of the evening will be spent in discussion 

focused on the questions you have.  You can come and ques-
tion, talk or just listen.  The evening will be informal, every-
one is welcome and there is no charge – you will have to buy 
your own beer! 
If you are interested and would like to find out more see con-
tact details below. You will need to book as spaces are lim-
ited. You can book by contacting Bob, 01256 882209  
bobpolitt@btinternet.com  or  Karen, 01256 882827  
Karen.Blakeley@winchester.ac.uk   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Alternatively, complete this booking form and send it to Bob: 
33 Northfield Road, Sherfield on Loddon, Hook RG27 0DR. 

Name……………………………………………………………………
Telephone …..…………………………………………………......... 
Email………………………………………………………………………
Address……………………………………………………………………. 

Number of people interested………………… 

Any particular questions or areas of interest?.......................... 

second 
Wednesday 
every 
month 
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Memory Walk is on Saturday 19th September 2009 at 
10.45am for 11.00am start in Eastrop Park, Basingstoke and 
is a fundraising event for our work in supporting people with 
dementia and their carers in our area.  The Basingstoke & 
District branch covers Basingstoke, Alton, Tadley, Bordon, 
Hook, Hartley Wintney and Oakley. 
Contact Jane Tennison.  
Branch Administrator Basingstoke & District Branch  
Tel:  01256 363393  
jane.tennison@alzheimers.org.uk  
www.alzheimers.org.uk  
Leading the fight against dementia  

Calling All Riders 
Would you like the opportunity to have your tack security 
marked and the details recorded and held by 

your local policing team?  

Police in the Basingstoke area are offering a free 
tack marking service.  

If anyone is interested in having it done, then all 
they have to do is make contact with PC Lee Coleshill, Coun-

try Watch Officer  via 0845 045 4545 or  

northandeast.countrywatch@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

to make the necessary arrangements. 

Remembrance Day Road Closure 
Reading Road will be closed on Remembrance Sunday, No-
vember 8th from 10.30am to 11.15am from the slip to 
Pound Meadow. 
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The Noel Fisher Memorial Cricket Match 
The annual Stratfield Turgis vs. Hartley Wespall cricket match 
was swiftly repurposed this year following the sad demise of 

one of its most avid supporters, Noel Fisher 
of Hartley House, Hartley Wespall.  
The teams took the field at 1100 on Sunday 
23rd August in brilliant sunshine, led by 
Rupert Fisher for Hartley Wespall and David 
Sykelmoore for Stratfield Turgis. Hartley 
Wespall were put into bat and got off to a 
slow start thanks primarily to some demon 
bowling from Giles Toosey, with his ’toosey 
toss’ (is it a bird, is it a plane?). However 
the middle order quickly turned things 

round with Rupert Fisher top scoring,  racking up a very 
respectable overall score 
of 151.  
Faced with this total 
Stratfield Turgis got off to 
a decent if slow start but 
quickly lost ground and 
despite a good knock from 
joint top scorers Peter 
Syckelmoore and Steve Ayres, eventually ran out losers by 78 

runs.  
The trophy was presented to the 
winning captain by Mrs Annie Fisher 
and his acceptance speech says it 
all, ‘Thanks Mum’. 
There followed a toast to the fond 
memories of Noel Fisher applauded 
by all. 
The day was a resounding success 

for young and old, players and spectators and thanks must 
go to the organisers caterers and everyone who turned out. 
Next years match is planned for Sunday August 22nd 2010. 
More photos and scores at www.stratfieldturgis.org.uk  
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by Councillor Brian Archer 

The Sherfield Parish Council invited Emily Preston, LEADER 
Programme Manager from BDBC, to their July meeting to give 
a presentation about the grants available to those living in 
the Loddon and Eversley Heritage Area, of which we are a 
part.  There is money available for projects that promote a 
healthy and sustainable rural economy within our area. 
For example, we might want to improve the basic services 
within our community.  This could include projects such as 
the development of community buildings, sports grounds, 
community parks and gardens as well as general village im-
provements.  We were told that projects should be new, inno-
vative and community driven. They should demonstrate that 
they will be self supporting and contribute to the wider rural 
community or economy.  Have our readers any pet projects 
that they might want to put forward for funding? 
The Parish Council have some ideas already. For example, to 
set up an area in the village where teenagers and adults 
might use fitness equipment and to instigate a programme of 
Village Hall improvements for the benefit of its users and the 
wider community.  But what else…..? 
If you have any suggestions for projects that would fall within 
the above parameters, do contact Jayne Hawkins, our Parish 
Clerk on 02152 673 172.  This applies equally to other par-
ishes. See also the web site: www.ruralfunding.co.uk 

Basingstoke's Got Talent! 
Want to appear on stage? BAOS (Basingstoke 
Amateur Operatic Society) requires new 
members (especially men) for their next 
production at the Haymarket: Hello, Dolly!   
Rehearsals start in September 2009 
Production date March 2010 
For more information please contact Tim or Caroline  
01256 475959 or email tprice4@btinternet.com 

 

Rural Funding Grants 
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CHANGING LANDSCAPES 
Garden design and clearance. Fencing/hedging. lawn cutting 
plus gutter cleaning and repairs. 
Please call 01256 702705 or mobile 07765 153 569 
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LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER                                                 
Self Assessment Tax Returns + Arrears + Claims + Payroll + 
Self Employed + VAT Returns.  Initial consultation free.                       
Call 07920 112533 or email to david_hitchins@msn.com 

PC SUPPORT 
For upgrades, repairs, internet access and wireless problems,  
virus removal, data recovery, friendly advice and speedy help 
in times of PC crisis call Ian on 07977 143310. £20 per hour. 

GOLD LEAF DRIVER TRAINING.  We guarantee a patient, 
friendly, reliable DSA (Driving Standards Agency) driving in-
structor. www.goldleafdriving.co.uk, Phone 01256 812829, text 
07795 957664  or call Chris Horton on 01256 882426  

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR and EXTERIOR DECORATOR 
First class job guaranteed.  Over 30 years experience. No job 
too small.  For a free competitive estimate ring Ian on 01256 
882132 or mobile 07876021772  

TRADITIONAL PLASTERING.  ALL ASPECTS OF PLASTERING 
Flatten old ceilings - Extensions - Conversions - Renovations. 
Insurance work undertaken - Small jobs welcome.  For a free 
no obligation quote please call Dave Ellery on 01256 354137 
or 07958670774 

SALLY’S FOOTWORKS 
Reflexology for better health. Specialising in woman’s health,       
maternity and postnatal. Tel: 01256 882133 or 07796 908890 
www.sallysfootworks.co.uk  

PKG PLUMBING and TILING 
Friendly, reliable and very competitive. All plumbing and tiling 
jobs welcome. No call charges. Free estimates. Tel: Paul 01256 
350386 or 07776421958. Email p.k.g.plumbing@btinternet.com 

WEBSITE DESIGN, DEVELOPMENT & DELIVERY  
For websites from a little as £25, backed up by a full manage-
ment service.  The web your way.  Phone 07984033914. 
www.villagewebshop.co.uk 

Page 26 Issue 419 —The Harvest Edition 



 

 

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS IN THIS MAGAZINE 
£4 monthly for a maximum of 30 words.   
Space permitting. Requests are logged and dealt with in order. 
Contact Winston Bruce 01256 883277  
DISPLAY ADVERTISEMENTS IN THIS MAGAZINE 
Prices depend on the size of your advertisement. 
Please contact Winston Bruce 01256 883277 or 
www.win.bruce@tiscali.co.uk to discuss your requirements. 
There is normally a waiting list of businesses requiring to advertise 
here.  Requests are logged and dealt with in order.  

PC2IT  ALL YOUR PC REQUIREMENTS.  
Networking: internet problems; virus removal; hardware & 
software faults; backup & data recovery. Free quotes, no fix no 
fee. Friendly and locally based.  Call Glen on 07888644915  

FRENCH CLASSES 
Highly qualified teacher of French.  Many years experience as 
Head of French in top London day schools.  Available for private 
tuition.  Please contact Emma Wellesley on 07958 662015 

CLASSIC MOTOR CYCLES 
Bought and Sold. Various Makes available. 
Road, Trials and Trail models. 
Please contact Graham on 01256 882100 or 0792 3455348 

BACK2FLAT PLASTERER 
Plastering. Artexing. Coving. insurance work. Free estimates. 
Fully qualified tradesman. For a friendly reliable service call 
Steven on 07765591008 

FITMAMA - MATERNITY HEALTH & FITNESS 
Pregnancy Exercise: Postnatal Exercise:  Pelvic Floor & Core 
Repair.  Classes and Private Sessions available. 
Tel: 07753 668 843. 

BEAUTIFUL FRENCH HOLIDAY HOME TO RENT 
Near Saumur, Loire Valley. Period house in peaceful village 
location. Sleeps 4. Ideal for exploring chateaux and vineyards. 
For more information visit our website: www.notrepetitcoin.com     
Tel: 07900 616626 Email carol.mills1@mac.com.  
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
Allotments. 

Basingstoke Gazette.    

Bingo.   

Brownies. 

St. Leonard’s Church.                              

Breach Lane Chapel. 

 

Catholic Church 

Cricket Club 

Evergreens.                    

Football (Junior)              

Football (Seniors)  

Happy Faces Playgroup 

Loddon Players 

Loddon Valley Link. 

Lunch Club.  

NWR.   

Stratfield Saye P. Council. 

Stratfield Turgis P. Meeting 

Sherfield Parish Council 

 

Police - Local beat officer 

Police - Report an incident 

Poppies. 

Post Office 

Sher. Community Care Grp  

Sherfield Fete. 

Sher. Dist. Gardening Club 

Sherfield Show. 

Short Mat Bowls. 

Toddler Group 0-5s.  

Tree Warden.  

Village Grn. Volunteers.  

Whist Drive.  

Women’s Institute 

Village Hall  

Caretaker/Bookings. 

Management Committee 

Fund Raising Committee                                                                                                                                    

Bruce Batting 

Chris Horton 

Ursula Lambden 

Sue Handasyde-Dick 

Revd. Bob Politt 

Geoff Belsham                            

Chris Russell                     

Father Vincent Harvey  

Andy Stevens 

Jean Berntsen 

Fred Berntsen  

Don Campbell  

Peggy Hutchins                        

Chris Horton 

See back pages of magazine  

Helen Belsham                           

Gill Fearon 

Penny Mayo 

Sheila Campbell (Chair) 

Ivan Gosden (Chair) 

Jayne Hawkins (Clerk) 

Mandy Jewell    

Police Control Room 

Natalie Larner 

 

Doreen Tosswill 

Nick Robinson 

Linda Sycamore 

Natalie Larner 

Norman Stanley 

Dawn Gordon                           

Geraldine House-Barklie             

Bruce Batting                         

Jean Wright  

Val Denny  
  

 
Jan Martin      

Bruce Batting 

Alan Ball 

                                                                       

882605 

882426 

882839 

882337 

882209 

882534 

01276 21469 

465214 

882414 

882798 

882798 

882953 

880903 

882426 

 

882534 

882106 

01189 332 379 

01256 882351 

01256 881007 

01252 673 172 

07770 471  655 

0845 045 45 45 

880075 

882210 

882344 

882722 

882341 

880075 

881021 

881795 

882536 

882605 

882845 

882410 

 

882539 

882605 

883838 

Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information 

Page 28 Issue 419 —The Harvest Edition 



 

 

Loddon Valley Link Management Committee 

Simon Boase        Tel: 01256 881250            

Andrias Cottage 
Spanish Green 
Stratfield Turgis, RG27 0AD 

Chairman:                  Dr. Donald Dawson    Tel. 01256 882379            
   email: dgdawson@sky.com 

Deputy Chairman:      Revd. Bob Politt     Tel. 01256 882209 
                                   email: bobpolitt@btinternet.com 
Secretary:                  Esme Ward     Tel. 01256 880503       
                                   email: geoc.ward@btinternet.com 
Hartley Rep.:              Dr. John Williams     Tel. 01256 882705 
                                   email: lawnfarm@aol.com 
Sherfield Park Rep:    Chris Wright        Tel: 01256 880436 
                                  chriswright@dartwood.wanadoo.co.uk 
Stratfield Saye Rep:   Germano Giugovaz   Tel: 01189 332166 
Committee Member   Claire Osborne     Tel: 01256 324458 
and Assistant Editor:  email: guyclaire@ukonlineonline.co.uk 
Committee Member   Caroline Rowe    Tel: 01256 395027 
& ‘Roving Reporter’:  email: carolinerowe40@hotmail.com 
Editor                          Sheena Archer  Tel: 01256 882099 
Dec/Jan & Feb. editions email: sheenaarcher@btinternet.com 
Editor:                        Brian Archer  Tel: 01256 882099 
March/April editions   email:   brianarcher@btinternet.com 

Treasurer and Advertising.  
Winston Bruce Tel. 01256 883277 

18 Longbridge Close 
Sherfield on Loddon                                  
Hook,  RG27 0DQ 
email: win.bruce@tiscali.co.uk                  

All Advertising enquiries:  
Winston Bruce 
Final small ads. Deadline 
for October, is  
September 10th 2009.  

Simon is editor for the     
October & November 
editions.    The next 
copy deadline is  
16th September 2009. 

email:  editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk 
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CHURCH OFFICERS 
Rector:         Reverend Bob Politt,      Tel: 01256 882209 

Kindly Note:        The Rector’s day off is Thursday 

Assistant Priest:   Reverend Sammie Armstrong 

          Tel: 01189 816593 

Readers:         Richard Elphick     Tel. 01256 882860 

          Dr. John Williams     Tel. 01256 882705 

 

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, SHERFIELD ON LODDON 

Churchwardens: Peter Gould                Tel. 01256 882538 

         Peter Chessell               Tel. 01256 478050 

Treasurer:         Stephen Hemmings      Tel.01256 882523 

Organists:        Mike Abrams                Tel. 01256 881188 

         Brian Archer                 Tel. 01256 882099 

         Peggy Willson              Tel. 01256 880503 

 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE 

Churchwarden:    Roy Best                Tel. 01189 882422 

Treasurer:         Robert Craig                 Tel: 01256 882253 

Organist:         Fran Oliver                Tel. 01189 268364  

 

ST.MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL 

Churchwardens:  Pip Iles                          Tel. 01256 880559            

  Dr. John Williams          Tel. 01256 882705 

Treasurer:         Michael Webster           Tel. 01256 882413 

Organist:  Dr. Gill Williams       Tel. 01256 882705 
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