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Dear Friends 
 

I n my last letter I mentioned a previous Bishop 
of the Diocese in which I used to work.  I 
remember something else that he said. It stuck 

in my mind, “I don’t care what you do from day to day 
but I do care about who you are”.  He was referring to 
the idea, within the Christian world, that we have two 
callings.  The first calling is the calling of every human 
being to “be” with God.  We think of this as our 
primary calling and this supersedes everything else we 
do.  Once we are clear on that we are able to discern 
our calling to ‘do’ something, whether it be ordination, 
nursing, cleaning, caring, sweeping the 
road or teaching.  As Christians all of these 
‘doing’ activities flow from our relationship 
with God.  If you don’t identify as a 
Christian, then the principles of being and 
doing are still important for healthy human 
existence.   
 
One of the most difficult things, in my 
experience, is to separate the two.  For 
many of us, if we are not careful, our doing can totally 
consume us and leave us with a deficit in terms of well-
being and mental stability (in the broadest sense).  I was 
listening to a Parish Priest reflecting on Premier 
Christian radio about what it was like to work as a 
Chaplain, particularly over the last months.  She found 
that the best place for her in terms of connecting with 
God and herself, was in her vegetable plot.  She made 
an interesting comment.  She described her garden as 
something that she understood, as much as anyone can 
understand gardening.  She continued, “I need to be 
somewhere where I understand what’s going on to talk 
to God about the things I don’t understand”.  I 
personally get what she is saying because my allotment 
is a place where I can think and pray whilst I 
work.  Others will have different places that make sense 
as arenas of refreshment and restoration.   
 
It is always, as I give time to quiet reflection that I am 
able to discern what the next practical step might be for 
any given situation.  If I ignore the need to take time, 
then I most often remain unresolved and struggle to 
find solutions.  In times of reflection, what I call 
reflective practice, I think about how I’ve done, noting 
positive and negative aspects, hopefully without 
negative criticism of myself, I give it to God and then I 
think about how I might move forward creatively 
bearing in mind what I have learned.  As I say, my 
reflective practice involves God and is based on my 
relationship with him but that doesn’t stop you using 
the same principles.   
 

Jesus himself used to take time 
alone with God to reflect on 
his life and to discern what his 
Father wanted him to do 
next.  There are so many 
examples of where he was not 
driven by what other people 
wanted, rather, by what the 
right thing to do was, i.e. what God wanted.  In John 5, 
referring to himself in the third person, Jesus says this, 
“I tell you for certain that the Son cannot do anything 
on his own. He can do only what he sees the Father 
doing, and he does exactly what he sees the Father 

do”.  If someone like Jesus needed space to 
reflect and rest, how much more do I need 
it?  Of course, the other thing I find very 
useful is having a confidant, with whom I 
can discuss these things.  I very often find 
that just the act of speaking out the 
questions, concerns, frustrations and 
successes, enables me to see 
solutions.  That being said, there are times 
when our problems need more significant 

intervention and none of us should be afraid to seek 
it.   
 
My prayer is that you make time every day to reflect on 
your day/week, notice how you reacted or responded 
or felt in different situations, give it to God, see if there 
is anything you might do differently, and seek help if 
you need it.  May God bless your daily work and 
rest.  Do call me if you need help. 
 
Every blessing 
 
Stephen 
07943 014277 
Email vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
 

Minister’s Letter 

Give time 
to quiet 

reflection  

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
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The Loddon Valley Link is compiled and edited entirely by volunteers who live in the local community and take 
part in its activities. It is normally hand distributed by volunteer neighbours to over 2,000 houses across the 
parishes of Sherfield on Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Turgis. It is 
available online at loddonvalleylink.org.uk. We return any profits to the community in the form of grants, which 
amounted to nearly £3,000 last year. 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link aims to provide accurate information but the Management Committee cannot accept any liability in respect 
of errors or omissions. Any opinions expressed in articles are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Loddon Valley Link 
Management Committee. The Committee cannot be held responsible for the reliability or quality of any goods, work or services in this 
publication or on our website. The Editor's decision as to the inclusion and content of articles is final. If inaccurate, misleading or otherwise 
inappropriate information is brought to our attention, we will make every reasonable effort to correct or remove it as soon as possible.  

W elcome to the October edition of the 
Loddon Valley Link. 

The Coronavirus lockdown isn't tapering 
off as fast as we hoped but our intrepid volunteer 
deliverers are continuing with their mission.  

Autumn is happening as I write this with the clocks 
going back later this month although you wouldn’t 
think so given the lovely weather. This has obviously 
prompted a lot of you to get out with your cameras. 
The results of the LVL cover photo competition can be 
seen on the centre pages. No prizes this year but just 
knowing you’ve won is enough.   

Sherfield and District show went online this year with 
great success. There is a flavour of some of the entries 
on p20  you can still see all the entries online.  

We’ve got contributions from our MP on p16 and 
borough councillor Nick Robinson on p22. Plus our 
Hampshire County Councillor on p28. 

The Loddon Valley Link is giving out money again in 
the form of grants to local organisations. We have the 
successful applicants on p15.  

The Vyne National Trust has opened its beautiful 
gardens on p6. 

Technology is catching up with the church and Sheena 
Archer has donated a lovely contactless giving plate on 
p11 

This month’s colourful cover is from Jane Farrow (with 
thanks to Dan). 

All that and the villages are slowly getting back to 
whatever the new normal will be. The Village Hall has 
news on p12 as does Sherfield Park Community Centre 
on p13.  

Don’t forget to check out the back page as Sherfield 
Village Hall need to raise money. 

Let us have your feedback on the magazine by 
contacting the editor at 
editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk.  

If you would like to support the Loddon Valley Link 
you can do this at: 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/loddonvalleylink/. 

 

We’re still looking 
for another editor to 
join our team. It’s a 
very rewarding job 
collating and 
publishing all the 
activities in our area.  
As you can see from 
this edition it takes no special skills so please get in 
touch if you can donate a few days of your time per 
year.  
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Parish Registers 
 None this month 

Please note all services held in churches will follow government and medical advice concerning the Coronavirus 
(including cleaning, hand sanitising, face covering and social distancing). If you want to attend a service it is 

important that you tell us. Please email  

lesleymartinson@btinternet.com for St Leonard’s and pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk for St Mary’s Hartley 
Wespall. NB Mask wearing is now mandatory. Please do not attend if you have any symptoms. Thank 

you.  Despite the restrictions the services feel really good. 

If you want to join us online please let Stephen know vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com and he will send you an 
invitation. 

Sunday 4th Oct  Trinity 17 

8.30am Said Holy Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Holy Communion Online 

10.00am Harvest Festival St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Sunday 11th Oct  Trinity 18 

8.30am Said Morning Worship St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Morning Worship Online 

Sunday 18th Oct  Trinity 19 

8.30am Said Holy Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Holy Communion  Online 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Sunday 25th Oct  Last after Trinity 

8.30am Said Morning Worship St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Together in Worship Online 

 

Services October 2020 

Harvest Festival Service -  St Mary’s Hartley Wespall,  4th October 10.00am 
We have every intention of having a Harvest Festival service at Hartley Wespall on 4th October, given 
that services of worship are exempt from the six person rule at present. However, under the current 
guidelines, the maximum safe number of people that can worship in the building is 16 and so we hope 
to have an open air Harvest Service.  Of course, this will very much depend on the weather.  Please 
assume that it is on at 10am Sunday 4th October unless you hear otherwise.  We will do our best to 
maximise communication but apologise in advance if there are any glitches.  The service will be short 
and child friendly.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

Stephen 
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Catholic Services 
St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke. 

Public Worship Suspended 
Please call 01256 465214  

www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk 

Live-streamed Sunday Masses 9am, 11am  

 
Baptist Chapel 

Breach Lane Chapel, Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416 

Services for September 

For more details please contact Geoffrey Belsham on 01256 882534 

Richard (Dick) Zealey 

Passed away on 13th August 2020, aged 92 
Richard moved to Northfield Road. Sherfield on Loddon in 1964, 
 
He was well known in the area amongst the businesses, building and farming 
communities as an area manager of an Insurance Company in Basingstoke and 
later as a Regional Insurance Risk Surveyor. His wisdom and help were often 
sought by friends and neighbours and the many people who knew him.  
Much loved and missed by all.  

Heidi 

Thursday 1st 7pm Bible Study led by Steve Smith 

Sunday 4th 10.30am HARVEST FESTIVAL led by Neil Owen 

Tuesday 6th 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel including BOOK SALE 

  ALL DAY Chapel open for quiet prayer 

Sunday 11th 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

Tuesday 13th 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel including BOOK SALE 

  ALL DAY Chapel open for quiet prayer 

Thursday 15th 7pm Bible Study led by Steve Smith 

Sunday 18th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen including Holy Communion 

Tuesday 20th 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel including BOOK SALE 

  ALL DAY Chapel open for quiet prayer 

Sunday 25th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Tuesday 27th 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel including BOOK SALE 

  ALL DAY Chapel open for quiet prayer 

http://www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk
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I n common with many other National 
Trust properties the grounds of The Vyne 
(in Sherborne St John) are now open.  

There is a one-way 
system in place but 
this means a very 
pleasant walk 
around the lake. 
Instead of turning 
left from Visitor 
Reception to go up 
to the house you 
carry straight on 

and walk around the east side of 
the lake and through the 
woodland briefly (though there 
are lovely longer woodland 
walks if you’re so inclined). You 
go around the lake to walk 

towards the house, where you can visit the 
gardens, including the walled and kitchen gardens. 
The house remains closed, but the café and the 
shop are open.  

Pictures © Maxine Shearer 

The Vyne 

POPPY APPEAL 2020 a little different this year! 

22 Oct. - 8 Nov. (Remembrance Sunday)                  

Pick Up Your Poppy from - 

The Shop & Coffee Shop in Sherfield village 

Nisa at Sherfield Park 

Local supermarkets and some businesses like Garden Centres 

Sat/Sun Village Poppy Stall (at  Shop, Coffee Shop or  Village Hall carpark) 

NO ‘House to House’ Collections. We ‘re planning a Poppy Stall in the village centre at w/e 
during the Appeal, with poppies, pins , crosses and Gift Aid envelope for larger donations. 

Don’t get out? 

If you don’t get out and would like to donate and receive a poppy, a poppy cross or 

Gift Aid envelope, please telephone Natalie on 01256 880075. 

Donate online https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/ways-to-give/poppy-appeal  

Text  To donate £3, text POPPY to 70020**Cost £3 plus standard network charges 

                    Plans are accurate at time of going to print!         Thank you, 
Natalie 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/ways-to-give/poppy-appeal
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W ords from the life and experience of the 
Psalmist Psalm 119: 129-36  
You are righteous, Lord, and your laws 

are right. 
The statutes you have laid down are righteous; they are 
fully trustworthy. 
My zeal wears me out, for my enemies ignore your 
words. 
Your promises have been thoroughly tested, and your 
servant loves them. 
Though I am lowly and despised, I do not forget your 
precepts. 
Your righteousness is everlasting and your law is true. 
Trouble and distress have come upon me, but your 
commands give me delight. 
Your statutes are always righteous; give me 
understanding that I may live. 
 
Almighty God, 
you have made us for yourself, 
and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you: 
pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself, 
and so bring us at last to your heavenly city 
where we shall see you face to face; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 

 
Prayer Points for October 
Heavenly Father, as the ebb and flow 
of lockdowns and measures to keep us 
safe continues, help us to be wise and 
protective of others in all we do. Give 
us generous spirits even as we address our own needs. 
Help us to be supportive of measures even if we have 
differing opinions on what should be done. We 
continue to pray for Parliament, for wisdom, clarity and 
honesty in every decision, that partisanship will truly 
give way to the real needs of those who are 
disadvantaged and vulnerable in our society, including 
those who are being forced onto universal credit and 
into poverty. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We pray for strength and protection for all key workers, 
especially those at risk through contact to Covid 19 
patients. 
We pray for all others who are suffering in body, mind 
and spirit.  We pray for their bodies, that healing and 
wholeness will come to them. We pray for their minds, 
that you will give them wisdom for the days ahead, 
especially concerning their care and wellbeing; for their 
spirit, that they will know your presence with them and 
our concern and prayers for them.  Help us to see who 
they are.  Finally, we pray for those nearing the end of 
their lives, that they may find their peace in your saving 
grace. All of these prayers we ask in Jesus’ name and 
with great confidence.  Amen.  

Prayers for October 

 

Area Lead Volunteer/Co-ordinator Services Offered 
Community Base or 
Organisation 

Bramley 
Beckie Bethall 07427 434042 / 
d.bethell@virgin.net 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Welfare Checks 

Clift Meadow Pavillion 

Sherfield on Loddon 
Judith Sullivan 07702 822262 
sullivan_judith@yahoo.co.uk  

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Telephone 
Befriending 

Sherfield on Loddon 
Support 

Sherfield Park 
Dawn Wright (01256 959150)  
dawn@inhouse-catering-solutions.com 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Food Parcels 

n/a 

Stratfield Saye 
Mandy Atkinson 01189814538 
admin@tadleycommunitycentre.org.uk 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Food Parcels 

Tadley Community 
Centre 

Local Volunteer Contacts 

mailto:d.bethell@virgin.net
mailto:sullivan_judith@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:dawn@inhouse-catering-solutions.com
mailto:admin@tadleycommunitycentre.org.uk
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L ong, long ago, before anyone had heard of 
Covid there was a trend towards the cashless 
society.  

Often, when St Leonard’s was full of guests for a 
Wedding, Baptism, Crib Service, Christmas or other 
Church Festival some were embarrassed by not having 
cash to contribute to the cause. 

Brian didn’t carry cash.  He always assumed that I had 
the coins for the car park.  

Last year when I was considering a gift Brian would 
have liked to give St Leonard’s Church, in 
remembrance of his thirty years as communicant and 

organist.  At that time a company was introducing a 
Church collection plate with a contactless card centre.  
That seemed an ideal presentation item from Brian. 

For various reasons this plan was some time in the 
development but, appropriately, the plate arrived just in 
time for the anniversary of Brian’s death in September 
2019. 

The plate has plenty of room for ordinary money but 
the small screen has a square area to press in the 
number of pounds from £1 to £30 you wish to give.  
Then your bank card is tapped onto to it in the usual 
contactless way.  For more than £30 there is a chip and 
pin facility.  If there is a concert or exhibition occasion 
at the Church the ticket price can be set on the screen 
and the audience members tap their card on the screen 
as they enter. 

I presented the plate, inscribed “St. Leonard’s Church 
– Sherfield on Loddon” to the Church both at the 
8.30am service and the 10am Zoom service on 6th 
September.   

Now we must wait for the Covid situation to progress 

to allow larger congregations again or some outdoor 

events when we can use the plate! 

Contactless Giving at St Leonards.    

Sheena Archer in remembrance of  Brian Archer 

“Thank you very much to all who came to my assistance when I fell outside The Cafe on 2nd 
September. Your care and attention was much appreciated.  

Diana Purves, Mandarin Cottage”  

W e normally hold a tea party in October to 
thank our distributors for their sterling 
work in delivering the Link house to 

house throughout the parishes of Sherfield on Loddon, 
Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Saye with Stratfield 
Turgis (over 2,000 copies). Unfortunately we have 
taken the decision that due to the pandemic it will not 
be possible to hold it this year. We look forward to 
seeing you next year, in what we hope will be better 
times. 
 For several months during the peak of the coronavirus 
crisis we limited the distribution of printed copies, but 

last month we 
resumed house to 
house. We would 
like to thank our 
distributors for 
making this 
possible.  

To All Our Distributors  
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     `At the heart of our community for over 100 years’ 

 Sherfield Village Hall Matters   

                                                           The Kitchen Extension is on its way!  

 Bat Survey Report - no bats to rehouse 

 Old kitchen removed & new gas supply installed 

 Giant concrete-pump installing new footings  
 

                          BUY a BRICK in time 
              and help update Sherfield Village Hall 

          At just £5 each, please buy lots!    
              See the back page 

Covid-secure - Getting Ready to Re-open 

On 9
th 

September a Working Party of Trustees and the Hall 

Manager prepared to welcome back just three groups to the 

main hall this autumn.  Imposed from the 14
th
 of the month, 

further Government restrictions would affect large groups and 

fundraising events. 

Other News 

Small numbers are back in the Main Hall for 

Yoga, Bowls and Concert Band practice 

Happy Faces Playgroup staff welcome children back 

to the secure, stand alone Liddell Hall. 

Biffen’s Kitchen is now closed. Thank you to George and his 

team for their delicious meals. 

Beer Festival 2021 Good news! Bands booked for this year will now be joining us in 2021 

Be Confident to Hire Sherfield Village Hall for 2021/2022 

Operating strictly in line with Covid-secure Government Guidelines 

Online booking at www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk  

Tel. 07468 427684        Email: wendygosden@hotmail.com  

Reg. Charity No. 1178256 

http://www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
mailto:wendygosden@hotmail.com
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Please contact the Centre for more information on  

manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk or  

admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk (t) 01256 883967 

SHERFIELD PARK COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Reg. Charity No 

1170953 

After such a long closure we finally re-opened on 7th September welcoming 
back a number of classes: Tots Play, Caterpillar Music, Fusion Dance, 
Zumba and Theatre4Kids, with more classes resuming this month. 

For the time being it will remain a pre-booked system for class attendance 
or by appointment only to comply with our COVID-19 procedures.  

 

In addition to our regular classes resuming we welcomed 
a new Art Class called Local Creatives Adult Drawing & 
Painting for Beginners.  Classes are on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings 7.15pm—9.15pm & also on Tuesday 
afternoons 1.30pm—3.30pm. The courses cover 
fundamentals of drawing & painting in a fun & welcoming 
environment. 

As a charity we rely on the income from hall hire to 
continue to offer our activities/services and maintain 
the building/associated running costs. To help our 
fundraising, we applied to join the BanD Community 
Lottery whereby you can support us by purchasing 
tickets whilst also having a 1 in 50 chance of winning 
a cash price! Proceeds from our ticket sales will go 
directly to the Community centre.   

More details to follow on social media... 

In the meantime PLEASE continue to 
follow government advice: 

Best Wishes, 

Louise & Sarah  

As the Winter draws closer it is more important than ever to support the  
vulnerable around your area.  Please look out for your neighbours. 
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Home & Garden Services-Sherfield is 
a local company that specialises in 
providing value for money solutions 

for all of your home and garden 
improvements, maintenance and 

repairs. One off jobs - big or small - 
and regular maintenance services to 

keep your property and garden in 
good order 

Fully insured  

Best prices - All work guaranteed 

Home 
Household Repairs 
Patios  -  Painting 
Plumbing - Paving 

01256 358870 
07825 685923 

Garden 
Scarifying 
Rotovating 
Trimming 
Mowing 
Aquatics 
Maintenance 
Fencing 

Tree 
Surgery 
and 
Seasoned 
Logs 

www.hgs-sherfield.co.uk 

www.tranquilbeauty.co.uk 
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T 
he Loddon Valley Link is a church and 
village magazine that serves the community 
within the local distribution area by 

providing local information, news and articles which 
are both informative and of general interest. The 
committee annually offers a limited number of grants 
to organisations that are, but not limited to, those 
involved with youth groups, sports or senior citizens.  

2020 Grants 

The committee has reviewed this year’s applications 
and grants will be awarded to the following 
organisations: 

 Tetnight Education – Women’s Enterprise 

 Lamkotet Education – Young Farmers 

 Happy Faces Play group 

 ST & HW Cricket Club 

 Sherfield Park Community 
Centre 

 Sherfield Village Hall 

 Sherfield Show 

We’d appreciate it if recipients could send us a brief 
report with photos about how the money has been 
used.   

Thanks to all those who applied. 

LVL Management Committee  

Loddon Valley Link Community Grant Scheme 

G ood news – Chineham Library is now open 
for visitors! Although our hours have been 
temporarily reduced, we can still offer 

printing, photocopying, public computers – oh yes, and 
lots of books! We have fiction books, perfect if you 
want to discover a new author or revisit old favourites, 
and non-fiction if you would like to take up a new 
hobby.  

If you would like us to pick books for you, you can join 
the Ready Reads scheme where we select, you collect! 
Either ring 01962 454747 or go to  
www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/ready-reads 
to fill in the online registration form.  

Did you know that there is now a library self-service 
app? Just download the Spydus Mobile app onto your 
smartphone and enter your library membership number 
and PIN. You can use the app to check out books from 
the library, search the catalogue, and much more!  

And in an exciting development you can now print 
documents and pictures from your own phone without 
having to log onto our public computers – all you need 
is the correct change! 

We can offer a study space (with available power point) 
if you want somewhere quiet to read or work. To book, 
either pop into the library or ring the call centre on 
01962 454747. 

Although some of our regular 
live activities are temporarily 
unavailable, there are a number of 
online ‘Learning in Libraries’ courses 
coming up in the next few weeks. These include wine 
tasting, family history and mindful photography. To 
find out more and to book a course visit the Hantsweb 
shop online on  
https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php?cat=369 

And please be aware that we are open on the following 
days: 

Tuesday:   10 am – 4 pm 

Wednesday:   10 am – 4 pm 

Friday:    10 am – 4 pm 

Saturday:   10 am – 4 pm 

We hope to see you soon! 

Chineham Library Team 

Greetings from Chineham Library!  

http://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/ready-reads
https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php?cat=369
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F unding boost for community 
infrastructure projects  

Improvements to the natural environment, 
play areas, sports and community facilities are among 
the projects set to benefit from Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council’s Local Infrastructure Fund. 

A total of up to £844,200 will go towards 11 projects 
that will upgrade community infrastructure and 
provide local residents with a wider range of 
community activities.  

Up to £49,500 has been allocated towards creating a 
new park area in Chineham, which includes enhancing 
an ancient moat and improving the seating at the site, 
and funding of up to £9,200 will go towards 
improving access to a new all-weather path in 
Woolton Hill. 

In Oakley, improvement work will take place at the 
village pond with up to £27,200 of support from the 
council, and two play parks, Chineham Park and 
Guernsey Close in Popley, will be replaced at a cost of 
up to £126,500.  

As well as improving a number of outdoor spaces, the 
funding boost will also benefit local community 
facilities. 

To improve the energy efficiency and sustainability of 
the Fieldgate Centre in Kingsclere, up to £84,800 has 
been allocated to upgrade the electrical equipment and 
the drainage of the on-site sports pitches and 
Buckskin and Worting Community Association will be 
able to refurbish toilet facilities at the Ridgeway 
Centre in Buckskin with a grant of up to £18,000. 

An extension to Pamber Heath War Memorial Hall is 
planned, with up to £200,000 of funding from the 
borough council, which will provide more space and 
upgrade existing facilities that will meet the rising 
demand for use of the hall. 

To help increase participation in sport locally, Oakley 
Cricket Club has been awarded up to £149,000 for an 
extension to its clubhouse to include a separate 
changing and shower area, a larger function space, 
dedicated car parking and other improvements to the 
building, such as electric heating and double glazed 
windows. 

Longmeadow Sports Centre in Whitchurch will also 
receive up to £180,000 of improvements with a new 
roof, solar panels, fencing around the site and disabled 
toilets. 

Since January 2014, the Local Infrastructure Fund has 
allocated a total of £7.1 million to support 129 
community projects across the borough. 

Cabinet Member for Communities, Culture and 
Partnerships Cllr Simon Bound said: “The COVID-19 
pandemic has shone a light on community spirit 
across the borough and this investment in our 
communities will help to ensure they continue to 
thrive. 

“This wide range of much-needed improvements 
schemes will have a lasting impact and help encourage 
more people to take part in activities in the heart of 
their community.” 

R anil Jayawardena MP calls on business in 

North East Hampshire to sign up to 

landmark Kickstart employment scheme 

New £2 billion Kickstart scheme will create thousands 
of new jobs for young people across UK, as part of 
coronavirus recovery 

Those on Universal Credit aged between 16-24 will be 
offered six-month work placements – with wages and 
training costs paid by the Government 

Wages will be paid up to 25 hours per week at the age-
relevant National Minimum Wage, and pension 
contributions will be the statutory automatic enrolment 
minimum contributions. 

There are over 700,000 
young people leaving 
education this year, who will 
be entering the labour market 
at an extremely difficult time. 

Employees aged 17 were most likely to be 
furloughed. 65 per cent of employments with a female 
employee aged 17 were furloughed, the equivalent 
figure for males was 62 per cent. 
Young people are more likely to have been furloughed 
than the general population (47 per cent compared to 
32 per cent). As of July there were almost 538,000 
young people aged 24 and under on UC. That figure 
increased by a quarter of a million from March to July. 

Ranil Writes  
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The Sherfield Show has been held every year since 1966 
but this year because of the Covid crisis it had to be 
cancelled.  Rather than just accepting this, the Show 
Committee decided that they should run the Show ON 
LINE.  With the help of Simon Boase, as the computer 
expert, a website was created which allowed everyone 
of all ages to enter photographs of the fruit, vegetables, 
artwork, limericks and poems.  There was no judging 
but just a great opportunity for everyone to show what 
they have been doing over the past months of 
lockdown.  The standard was high with lots of what 
would normally have been prize winning entries. 

There was a Scarecrow competition themed on our Key 
Workers - nurses, doctors, community helpers - with 10 
entries throughout the village. 

The winners were - 

First Place - "Our Posty is the Best" from Lucy and 
George Owen 

Second Place - "Nora Needles" from the Wing family 

Third Place - "Sarah the shop delivery lady" from Janet 
Johnson 

The ONLINE Show was a great village effort.   Well 
done to all who took part.  We are all looking forward 
to 2021 when the Show will resume - there may be a 
few changes but Sherfield, Sherfield Park and the 
surrounding villages, as ever, will join in and make it a 
great success. 

There were too many brilliant images to show here but 
you can see them online at www.sherfieldshow.org.uk 

Here are a few jobs for October 

Gardens are open to the public, if you book.  Go and 
have a visit if you have time.  Social distancing allows 
and there is the last of the summer colour still to 
see.  The Dahlias are still storming and autumn 
crocuses and nerines are just starting to flower. 

Sow hardy annuals, such as cornflowers, marigolds, 
cerinthes, ammi, scabiosa for flowers early next 
summer 

Plant or move wallflowers, pansies, forget-me-nots 
(that have seeded everywhere) and other spring bedding 
in pots and borders 

Collect ripe seeds from your favourite flowers and store 
in labelled paper bags or newspaper, ready to sow in 
spring 

Plant up containers for autumn interest, using 
cyclamen, heathers, heucheras and other colourful 
bedding plants 

Enjoy selecting your bulbs for next year.  Shop around 

to get the best prices and you might get some good 
ideas but don’t get carried away! 

Begin to plant spring bulbs, including crocuses, 
daffodils, hyacinths, bluebells and snake's-head 
fritillaries in pots and borders.  Tulips can wait until 
November or even December.  Plant containers with 
bulb ‘lasagne’ - layers of bulbs to flower from January 
until May. 

Take cuttings from fuchsias, salvias and pelargoniums 

Plan ahead now for next year’s plants and seeds for 
both flowers and vegetables.   

Enjoy a rest when the autumn sun shines before the big 
clear up of leaves and frosted vegetation which will not 
be far away. 

Richard  

07768 004820 

Sherfield & District 2020 Flower and Produce Show 
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I n July outline planning was finally granted for 
3500 homes, phase one of the Manydown 
housing development, in addition to that there is 

now valid planning permission for 1000 homes on the 
site of Basingstoke golf course and 750 opposite the 
golf course at Hounsome Fields. That’s a total of 5250 
homes to be built the other side of Basingstoke. 

So what does it mean for us? 

Basingstoke has been growing by about 2500 people 
per year just from its own population, that’s the 
difference between our birth and death rate. In addition 
to that there is some migration  in from other parts of 
the UK, this is a very popular place to live. 

2500 people will, on maturity, need about 850 homes to 
live in which strangely enough is the annual new homes 
target set by the Secretary of State and very similar to 
the figure that would be set by any other political party, 
this is driven by maths not politics. 

850 houses doesn’t seem too bad but the that’s per year  
so 8500 over the next ten years and only just over half 
of that on the west side of town. 

There are other sites identified around the borough and 
offices being converted to flats will make a contribution 

but BDBC still has to find more 
available land to meet the target so 
nowhere is safe if there are land owners willing to sell. 
Failure to meet the target renders our local plan and 
therefore our neighbourhood plans invalid, which in 
turn leaves us all open to speculative planning 
applications in all sorts of unsuitable locations such as 
our villages. 

To those of you who wrote objections to the Tudor 
farm application and Gladmans application, well done 
keep it up for any future unsuitable applications. We 
need to make sure we don’t take more than is 
absolutely necessary, there are other locations in the 
Borough which can withstand additional development. 
Residents there will be fighting their corner so we will 
have to fight long and hard to keep our quality of life 
and our rural environment. 

 

Nick Robinson  

Cllr.nick.robinson@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Borough Cllr Nick Robinson 

MANYDOWN PLANNING APPROVAL  

B DDF quickly responded to 
lockdown by moving our 
services on-line. We 

focused efforts on tackling isolation 
for our members by providing 
support virtually, offering both 
weekly coffee & chat and chair yoga 
sessions.  

We also continued to provide our 
signposting activities which help those 
with disability related queries. 

BDDF are slowly reintroducing face to 
face yoga, whilst continuing the online 
sessions - both are free to attend.  

We are also exited to announce our brand 
NEW weekly Walking Group which again 
is free to attend, open to all abilities and 
strictly follows Government group 
guidelines. Funded by ‘Energise Me’ these 
social walks are already being thoroughly 

enjoyed by our members, an 
opportunity to make new 
connections whilst getting exercise 
and fresh air. 

Our next annual disability 
information day will take place in The 
Malls shopping centre on Friday 26th 
March 2021. If you are a local 
disability service or business 

operating in Basingstoke and are interested 
in exhibiting do get in touch. 

Over the summer BDDF organised 
Chineham and Sherfield Park’s first ever 
Scarecrow Trail. With 5 awards all voted 
for by the public, the community spirit 
shone and competition for the coveted 
title of ‘best in show’ was fierce with 91 
displays all based around the theme of 
books. 

Basingstoke & District Disability Forum (BDDF) your local adult disability charity. 
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Loddon Valley Link Cover Photo Competition 

Many thanks for all your entries and making the judging difficult. And the winner is…  

1st -Stuart Poffley 

2nd - Catherine Bartrum 

3rd - Gill Fearon 
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Year 1 and 2 are pleased to be back at school after a 
long time at home. We used Seesaw at home for our 
learning when it was lockdown. We did lots of 
learning, reading, maths, handwriting, learning about a 
book and writing.  

Year R have just started at school and are settling in 
well.  

We have been learning about the Zones of 
Regulation. Every day after we have sanitised our 
hands and then washed them, we put our names on 
the coloured zones of emotions and then sit down. If 
you are feeling sad (blue) or angry (red) we have been 
thinking about other activities that can help like star 
breathing, belly breathing, buddy breathing, cuddle a 
teddy or talk to an grown up.  

Year 2 have been learning about 
Begu. Begu is an alien, she has three 
eyes, two long floppy ears, she is 
yellow and has small hands. She crashed in her 
spaceship, which looks like a flying saucer and she is 
lost. She is worried, sad, unsure what to do and is 
missing her alien friends and Mum and Dad. We will 
be doing some writing about Begu. 

Year 1 have settled in well. They have been reading 
‘Shark in the Park’ and joining in with the repeated 
phrases and writing lists and phrases.  

We are looking forward to all the exciting things we 
will do this year. 

Milan Rahunathan and Phoebe Rutter  

October 2020 at Four Lanes 

C limate change. Hampshire County Council 
has announced the first initiatives to help 
Hampshire residents reduce their carbon 

footprint. Community projects include a Telephone 
Helpline offering advice from energy choice to 
insulation, establishing a Community Energy 
Network across Hampshire and a Targeted 
Residential Solar Group Buying Scheme. Parishes 
and communities are encouraged to take part in the 
sustainable community Greening campaign (http://
www.greening-campaign.org/). The climate change 
Action Plan is due to be presented to the HCC 
Cabinet on 29th September. 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/
landplanningandenvironment/environment/
climatechange 

Hampshire Highways are now re-using recycled 
material from old roads. Materials are screened, crushed 
and blended cleanly and quietly ready for re-use. With 
around 5,500 miles of roads this will make a significant 
contribution to reducing our carbon footprint. Over 40 
new temporary footpaths and cycleways have been 
installed across Hampshire. HCC have bid for £3.45 
million from Government to build more highways 
schemes to support social distancing, encourage 
walking and cycling and assist economic recovery.  

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/21082020TransportPopUps 

Emergency Response teams responded to areas of 
flash flooding clearing debris from gullies following the 
heavy storms across the County. Further information 
and advice is available below: 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/community/emergencyplanning 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/yourhampshire/yhn
ov19keepinghampshiremoving 

 Household Waste Recycling Centres have safe 
social distancing measures in place for staff and 
residents. Only book the slots you need and it’s easy to 
cancel a booking if you change your mind. Booking 
slots are available up to seven days in advance.  “Don’t 
let your waste slot go to waste”. On a typical 
Saturday/Sunday we have seen up to 60 no-shows at 
our bigger HWRC sites. 

Covid-19. In spite of an increase in number of cases in 
Hampshire, the situation remains relatively stable and 
well below the English average. However the pestilence 
is still out there so please remain careful and vigilant.  

Suicides. A worrying trend. There were 5691 suicides 
in England & Wales in 2019, the highest rate for 20 
years. Three quarters of the deaths were male.  

School transport for the autumn term. HCC has 
secured £1m from Government to help with getting 
the children to school. 

Cllr Rhydian Vaughan MBE 
Member for Calleva Division 

Hampshire County Councillor Update 

http://www.greening-campaign.org/
http://www.greening-campaign.org/
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/environment/climatechange
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/environment/climatechange
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/environment/climatechange
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/21082020TransportPopUps
https://www.hants.gov.uk/community/emergencyplanning
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/yourhampshire/yhnov19keepinghampshiremoving
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/yourhampshire/yhnov19keepinghampshiremoving
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M EETING DATES 

Sherfield Park Parish Council continue 
to meet remotely, and the next meeting 

will be on Wednesday 14th October at 7.30pm. The 
agenda and supporting items will be available on the 
Parish Council Notice Boards and website, no less 
than 5 days beforehand.  

NEW COUNCILLOR 

Sherfield Park Parish Council welcomes Paul Parfrey, 
who was co-opted as a Councillor on Wednesday  
9th September. Paul has lived at Sherfield Park for 3 
years and brings a wealth of public sector experience 
to the role. 

HALLOWEEN AT SHERFIELD PARK 

Previous years have seen amazing spooky displays and 
an influx of visitors to Sherfield Park to enjoy the fun. 

The Parish Council are urging anyone with plans to 
visit Sherfield Park this Halloween to listen to 
Government advice and guidance surrounding Covid-
19. The Parish Council wish to consider the safety of 
its residents and politely asks Halloween trick or 
treaters to refrain from coming to Sherfield Park this 
year, allowing everyone to follow social distancing 
guidelines and stay safe. 

PATH RESURFACING 

Residents will have noticed the recent work to 
improve and resurface the path that runs behind and 
adjacent to the playing field. This popular route will 
now also see extra work to continue the project 
towards the entrance close to the A33 before the 
inclement weather returns in the winter months. 

Tracy Hamer, Clerk & RFO  
to Sherfield Park Parish Council 

M eeting dates 
The next Parish Council meeting(s) 
will be held on Tuesday 13th October  

2020 and 10th November 2020. These will be held 
remotely unless there are legislation and guidance 
changes.  
 
Horsepond and Jubilee Pond 
There have been several sightings of 
large rats near Horsepond. Whilst 
rats are everywhere, they are being 
encouraged by people feeding the 
Ducks. The Parish Council 
appreciates that every-one likes 
feeding the ducks and this has a 
long-term past time for most 
people but the truth is that 
feeding ducks attracts rats, pests 
and predators that kill ducks and 
endanger humans. Ponds supporting 
fed ducks are artificially supporting far 
more than they naturally could and tend 
to lead to visually unattractive muddy ponds, 
devoid of plants and species-poor habitats. Up-ending 
ducks searching for grain and bread on the pond 
bottom disturb the pond substrate making the pond 
muddy and murky, preventing the light in the water 
needed for aquatic plant growth. This problem is 
further exacerbated by duck faeces and sometimes 
rotting food, which leads to algal blooms. The Parish 

Council therefore respectfully request 
that people don’t feed the ducks in 
either pond. 
 
Pond works 
As you can see,  Jubilee pond has now been dredged 

with an excess of 100 tonnes of sludge being 
removed. Grass has been planted which is 

growing nicely. The Parish Council is 
now waiting for a report from the 

Ecologist to determine what 
happens next.  
 
Wildlife Hotel 
The Parish Council is building a 
Wildlife Hotel similar to the one 
in the picture. If you have any 

items in your garden that are 
suitable and you would be happy to 

donate please let us know. Items such 
as pallets, bricks, piping, and bamboo 

would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Karen Ross, Clerk to Sherfield on Loddon Parish 
Council 
PO Box 6862, Basingstoke RG24 4QZ  Telephone: 
01256 842662 
Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 

Update from Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 

mailto:clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk
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Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

   Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website: www.molegone.co.uk 
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 We are in the middle of a Covid 19 pandemic and are 
resting our hopes on a vaccination being developed 

quickly, so it was a 
timely reminder of 
other ongoing work on 
serious worldwide 
illness when it was 
declared, by the World 

Health Organisation on 25/8/2020, that polio had 
been eradicated in Africa. Polio has long been a feared 
viral infection that mainly affects children for which 
there is no cure. It causes nerve injury which leads to 
death or partial or full paralysis. Whilst the last 
outbreak of polio in the UK was in the 1970’s there are 
still many people in our country that live with the 
paralysing effects of this disease. British children are 
still routinely vaccinated against polio and kept safe 
from infection.  

Polio is preventable with vaccination 

Rotary has been working to eradicate polio for more 
than 30 years. Our goal of ridding the world of this 
disease is closer than ever. 

As a founding partner of the Global Polio Eradication 
Initiative, we've reduced polio cases by 99.9 percent 
since our first project to vaccinate children in the 
Philippines in 1979. 

We've helped immunize more than 2.5 billion children 
in 122 countries. So far, Rotary has contributed more 
than £1.4 billion toward eradicating the disease 
worldwide. 

Today, polio remains endemic only in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, but it’s crucial to continue working to keep 
other countries polio-free. If all eradication efforts 
stopped today, within 10 years, polio could paralyse as 
many as 200,000 children each year. 

These agencies have been working since 1996 to try to 
eradicate the virus from the African continent with 
sustained vaccination campaigns. Almost 9 billion polio 
vaccines have been 
delivered in the 
eradication programme 
and this will continue 
and needs to be 
funded.  

The part played by 
Jonas Salk 

The unsung hero of 
this battle is a man 
named Jonas Salk, an 

American virologist and medical researcher who 
developed one of the first successful polio vaccines 
which quelled one of the biggest outbreaks of Polio in 
the US when it was introduced in 1952.  The rolling 
out of Polio vaccination programmes around the world 
has been a great success.  Joseph Salk has been hailed 
for his altruism, he chose to not patent the vaccine or 
seek any profit from it in order to maximize its global 
distribution and in doing so he gave the world a great 
gift. 

Until we end polio forever, every child is at risk. 

Smallpox is the only deadly disease to have been 
eradicated. This was in 1979. Polio is close to 
eradication but we will need to continue to fund the 
programme until it is achieved.  Rotary Clubs around 
the world are committed to continue to fund the 
vaccination programme.  Since the year 2000 The Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation have matched Rotary 
International funding by 2 to 1 to give a huge boost to 
the programme. We’ve reduced cases by 99.9% since 
1988.  

Worldwide, scientists are working on a vaccine for 
Covid 19. Hopefully altruism will play a part so that it 
will be available to all, not just those who are able to 
pay but include those in the developing world with less 
ability to pay  

 

 

 

Rotary and the World Celebrate  

the Eradication of  Polio in Africa 
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West Green Road  
Hartley Wintney  

RG27 8LP 
 

Open June (date varies) to late September for 
Pick Your Own & Picked fruit, vegetables and 

flowers including Strawberries, Tayberries, 
Currants, Gooseberries, Raspberries, New 
Potatoes and Asparagus; local Honey, Free 
Range Eggs and Homemade Jams and Ice 

Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, and to place 
orders or visit  www.westgreenfruits.com 
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For further details see: 

www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-rural-east/ (for Bramley, Sherfield on Loddon, Hartley Wespall, Stratfield 
Saye, Stratfield Turgis) 

www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-east/       (for Sherfield Park) 

July Crime Update 

U pdate from the Force Crime Prevention 
Advisor  

Hampshire Trading Standards Alert: 
Cold Callers  

from reputable businesses or traders who are either 
members of the Buy With Confidence scheme or a 
recognised trade association.  

please report the matter to the Citizens Advice Con-
sumer Helpline on 0808 223 1133. Please also try to 
obtain a name and address for the company.  

that is instigated as a result of a cold call.  

The cold callers are offering to clean driveways and 
will try to do a demonstration. They are very persis-
tent, and will try to persuade the resident to have the 
work done, sometimes starting without permission. 
No paperwork is given before the work starts, and any 
flyers may contain false information and contact de-
tails. Payment in cash is requested.  

Advice from Trading Standards (TS):  

Hampshire Trading Standards would like to warn resi-
dents about cold callers at the door offering to clean 
driveways. Reports have been received from the Chan-
dler’s Ford / Eastleigh area, but the alert is County-
wide.  

Relay (Keyless) Car Theft  

Top 5 Prevention Tips:  

1. Keep keys in a signal blocking pouch (aka a Faraday 
Bag) out of sight and away from doors and windows. 
Don’t forget to do the same with any spare sets.  

2. Use a Sold Secure tested and approved Steering 
Wheel/Pedal/Gear Lock as a deterrent.  

3. Tracking devices can help track down your vehicle 
and the perpetrator should it be taken.  

4. Use your garage if you have one. Contact an 
MLA approved company for advice on garage locks.  

5. If you park on your driveway consider fitting out-
door motion detector lighting and CCTV.  

For further information regarding Relay Theft please 
visit www.locksmiths.co.uk/faq/keyless-car-theft/  

Crime Prevention Update 

http://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-rural-east/
http://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-east/
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A t this time of year we start to think about plays, 
books and music.  We’d normally be reading a 
play in September, but owing to the current 

restrictions, we cannot meet indoors, and outdoor 
meetings are very reliant on the weather.  We have 
managed to meet a couple of times at The 
Coffee Shop, our new café in the village, 
sitting outside on the lovely large 
terrace. For our monthly topics we 
have continued to use email, which 
has proved to be an excellent 
method of communication.  This 
time we have been sharing our 
favourite books, especially those 
we have read during lockdown.  
Popular genres include books of a 
historical nature which educate and 
entertain at the same time, such as 
Phillipa Gregory’s ‘Tidelands’ or 
‘Barkskins’ by Annie Proulx.  We also 
enjoy detective/thriller novels by Ken 
Follett, Soren Sveistrup and Jo Nesbo, the 
last two being Scandinavian who seem to 
specialise in dark gruesome stories!  We like books set 
in the US, for example, Ann Tyler, Ann Patchett, Anita 
Shreve and Jodi Picoult.  The author of ‘The Girl with 
the Pearl Earring’ about the painter Vermeer, Tracy 
Chevalier, also wrote a book based in the US called 
‘The Edge of the Orchard’ about pioneer 
farmers scratching a living in Ohio in the 
late 1830s. 
 
Those who are old enough will 
remember the first screening in the 
late 70s of ‘All Creatures Great and 
Small’ based on the books by James 
Herriot.  The actress who played 
the part of James’ wife Helen in the 
first series was Carol Drinkwater.  
After Carol left the series she met 
and married Michel Noll, a French 
television director and together, in 
the mid-80s, they bought a rundown 
olive farm in Provence. Starting in 
2001, she wrote three books about 
their experiences, the first of which was 
‘The Olive Farm’, which described their 
struggle to overcome the many setbacks 
they encountered to restore the farm to enable 
the production of olive oil and make it viable.  The 
tranquillity of the farm has proved to be an ideal place 
to write and now she is known more for her writing 
than her acting. 

 
Wartime lends itself to many fictional 
books and one which has been enjoyed by some of us is 
‘Dear Mrs Bird’ by A.J. Pearce, which is set in London 

during the Blitz.  A few of us have read ‘The 
Tattooist of Auschwitz’ and ‘The Librarian 

of Auschwitz’, both fictional accounts of 
real people who were determined to 

survive the horrors of the 
concentration camp.  A more 
recent publication is that by Dr 
Edith Eger, a clinical psychologist 
who wrote her memoirs of her 
time in Auschwitz called ‘The 
Choice’.  Originally from a part 
of Hungary which is now 
Slovakia, her family were taken to 

Auschwitz in 1944 where her 
parents were murdered.  Her sister 

Klara was studying in Budapest at the 
time and so managed to avoid capture, 

but Edith and her sister Magda spent the 
rest of the war there.  Eventually they were 

reunited with Klara.  Edie married young and had a 
daughter, after which the family emigrated to the US in 
1949.  Edie says that she is a survivor, not a victim, and 
she has spent her life helping others who have suffered 

trauma.  Now 93, she has written another book ‘The 
Gift: 12 Lessons To Save Your Life’.  A very 

inspiring lady! 
 

Family sagas are another popular genre.  
Some of us have enjoyed Jonathan 
Coe’s books, about a family from the 
Midlands, called ‘The Rotters Club’, 
‘The Closed Circle’ and ‘Middle 
England’.  They are a wry 
observation of diverse characters 
with opposing views on politics and 
life in general.  They are also very 
funny.  A different type of saga is 
‘The Ambassador’s Women’ by 
Catherine Gaskin, set in the 1930s 

onwards.  This is about two women 
who meet in London – a diplomat’s 

wife and a wealthy American, who 
become firm friends. 

 
Some of us are meeting soon, over a cup of 

tea in a garden, to discuss our theme books for the 
year.                                                               
Gill Fearon 
  

National Women's Register 
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Puzzle Page (Tricky) 

Diabolical www.sudokuoftheday.com  

ACROSS 
7 Played a role all over Delaware, toupee 
provided (7) 
8 Old city gripped by mega-torrent and cattle 
plague (7) 
9 3 down taking little time out for studies (4) 
10 Assemble performance target nightly with 
retrospective sampling (9) 
12 Annoyed Supreme leader’s predecessor? (5) 
13 Target for one in union is to speak more 
frankly (8) 
15 Chances slim for selfism (4) 
16 Woman enthralling Irish county (5) 
17 Ace backing for space (4) 
18 Confused scene captured by monitor 
formerly showing Turkish power (8) 
20 Little chap springing forward – or not (5) 
21 Oddly calmer after military unit secures 
leader of UKIP in cell (9) 
22 Parrot to cut hair (4) 
24 Discovered in plaza, Russian who was 
brought back to life, we’re told (7) 
25 Woman’s belt is silver darling (7) 
 
DOWN 
1 Poet’s festival requires experimental diet (4) 
2 Stick with Oxford’s detectives? (8) 
3 Dybbuks, content to become wicked (6) 
4 Skirt on old film star inspiring affection (8) 
5 One’s reportedly soothed by music once 
savage animal has eaten Queen (6) 
6 Long number between two transcendentals 
(4) 
11 “High Court” – is it full of people tripping? 
(9) 
12 Silence, darkness in the middle of a wood 
(5) 
14 Old Norse official, both short and 
unsteady? (2-3) 
16 In ghetto, sports copper mirror (8) 
17 Photographers take Representative with 
bowl, after throwing up aboard ship (8) 
19 Dash starkers – out of religious sentiment, 
originally? (6) 
20 Mechanical engineer’s life ends at sea 
notably, funds firstly withdrawn (6) 
21 Gamble with a hundred on court matter (4) 
23 Mercenary’s not very upstanding, in a 
public way (4)  
Set by Gonzo 
alberichcrosswords.com 

Solutions on p. 44 

https://www.sudokuoftheday.com
alberichcrosswords.com
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Autumn - the most colourful season of the year - is fast approaching. And where better to see its full glory than 
in the countryside? Yes, the weather is a bit unreliable (is it ever guaranteed?) – that’s why we have welly boots 
and waterproofs. If we let a bit of mud and drizzle stop us going out we would miss so much of nature’s 
beauty.  
In this month’s newsletter we take a look at the best autumnal walks, celebrate heritage at Lepe and Royal 
Victoria County Parks and show you where to report any rights of way issues. 
Don't forget to listen to our latest podcast as well! 
https://lookingafternature.co.uk/our-stories/walk/top-spots-for-walks-in-hampshire-this-autumn/ 

Top spots for walks in Hampshire this autumn 

A brisk walk in the crisp autumnal air is a great way to make the most of the transition into winter. 
While we may need to wrap up a little more, autumn brings with it some of our favourite walking con-
ditions: beautiful low sun, stunning colours and tempting piles of crunchy leaves. Plus, who can resist 
a game of conkers?! 

It’s old news by now but walking is an excellent form of exercise with all round benefits, including supporting 
cardiovascular and circulatory health. And getting outside gives you a chance to really appreciate nature and 
watch the wildlife around you (both plants and animals) prepare for the colder months ahead. The following 
locations are dotted around the county and are perfect for exploring as the seasons change. 

North Hampshire: Castle Bottom, near Yateley 

This small lowland site is one of the most important valley mires in southern England. In addition to its wood-
land habitat and important bird populations, the reserve is made up of heathland which is integral to our eco-
system. 

East Hampshire: Ashford Hangers, near Petersfield 

The Hangers also have historical connections with 18th-century naturalist Gilbert White and the poet Edward 
Thomas. You can find a memorial to Edward Thomas onsite, hidden amidst the beautiful woodland. 

Central/West Hampshire: Crab Wood, near Sparsholt 

Crab Wood is perhaps best known for its stunning spring bluebells, but the site is equally impressive in au-
tumn. The ancient woodlands of oak, ash, maple and hazel offer many acres to explore and are home to lots of 
hidden wildlife. During autumn, the trees are extremely impressive with a huge display of golden, orange, red 
and yellow leaves – perfect for crunching in! 

South Hampshire: Hook-with-Warsash, near Warsash 

For varied habitats, you can’t beat Hook-with-Warsash. With shingle, grassland, wetland and woodland, this 
500-acre reserve is perfect for a coastal autumn stroll. Featuring views across the banks of the River Hamble 
and Southampton Water, the site is a feeding ground for many species of returning wading birds and wildfowl. 
The best time to spot these birds is around 2-3 hours before high tide – don’t forget your binoculars! 

Where are your favourite spots for an autumn stroll? Share any photos you take (the more golden the leaves, the better!) with us 
@HampshireCountryside. And let us know any other beauty spots you find this autumn on our Hampshire Countryside Face-
book page. 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/thingstodo/countryside/finder/castlebottom
https://www.hants.gov.uk/thingstodo/countryside/finder/ashfordhangers
https://www.hants.gov.uk/thingstodo/countryside/finder/crabwood
https://www.hants.gov.uk/thingstodo/countryside/finder/hookwarsash
https://www.instagram.com/hampshirecountryside/
https://www.facebook.com/HampshireCountryside
https://www.facebook.com/HampshireCountryside
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Puzzle Solutions  

STRATFIELD SAYE VILLAGE 

HALL 
 

 

 

A small, attractive and traditional hall in New 
Street, Stratfield Saye 

Ideal for children’s parties and functions 

Ample parking 

To view or hire, contact Linda on:  

(01189)332106 

St Leonard’s Church Room is 

available for hire 
The Church Room attached to St Leonard's 
is a light modern space with kitchen (Food 

Hygiene Rating 5), and toilet facilities. 
Suitable for business and community group 

meetings or parties. Large car park.   

For more information about hiring please 
contact:  

admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk   
01256 882788 

mailto:admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk
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Building and Property Services P. 

Access4Lofts 36 

Croudace Homes 18 

ITC Roofing 19 

Millbrook Building Solutions 46 
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Worting House 35 
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Andmore Consulting 36 
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SoL Computers 45 
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Funerals  

Ash Brook Independent Funeral Directors 39 
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Jonathan Williams 32 
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Rector:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, email  
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Tuesday) 

Assistant Priest  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
sc.cedars@greenbee.net  

Curate (priest responsible for Bramley and  
Little London):  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  

Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
lgoodall.work@gmail.com 

 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, Sherfield-on-
Loddon, RG27 0JB  
Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Treasurer: Peter Martinson 07952 873274 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
 
St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
 
St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453  
rosyhannah@hotmail.com 
  

Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye  

with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and Bramley - Church Officers 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
    

All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles 
Tel. 01256 880559 

advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
 

Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month 
Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. Requests are 
dealt with in order. 
Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 

Editor for the November edition - Jane Abrams 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 14th October 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee 

Chair and Editor: Jane Abrams  01256 881188  
jabrams2226@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 
advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Editor and CTO: Simon Boase  
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com 

Editor: Howard Perkins  
01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 

Chiara Ziamin 
chiara.zamin@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 

Rev. Stephen Ball 01256 881071 
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 

Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
lyngiugovaz@gmail.com 

Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379  
dgdawson@sky.com 

Louise Grainger  01256 883967   
manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

                              

Loddon Valley Link  

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
mailto:lgoodall.work@gmail.com
mailto:rosyhannah@hotmail.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:perkinsthekeep@gmail.com
mailto:chiara.zamin@gmail.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
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Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments Karen Ross  842662 

Basingstoke Gazette Chris Horton 882426 

Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr Chris Tomlinson TBC 
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr Nick Robinson 07585 578295 

Brownies Liz Hawkins 882096 

Breach Lane Chapel Geoff Belsham 882534 

Catholic Church Fr. Chris Rutledge 465214 

Clift Surgery Patient Group TBC - 

Cricket Club (Sherfield) Steve Dummer 07775 674869 

Cricket Club (Stratfield Turgis  
and Hartley Wespall) 

  

  Manoj George  (Captain) 07552 114188 

  Martin Turvey (Contact) 07785 580456 

Evergreens Jean Berntsen 882798 

Happy Faces Playgroup Viv Allway and Alison Smith 880903 

Loddon Players Peter Francis 07867 547696 

Loddon Quilters Jacky Morgan     882350 

Loddon Sports Junior Football Club Fred Berntsen 882798 

Lunch Club Helen Belsham 882534 

NWR Gill Fearon 882106 

Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 101 

Police - Sherfield Park PCSO Adam Steel 101 

Poppies Natalie Larner 880075 

Post Office Sherfield on Loddon 882210 

Rainbows Pam Luck 882687 

Sherfield Community Care Grp Basingstoke NeighbourCare 423855 

Sherfield on Loddon Fete Bruce Batting 882605 

Sherfield & District Gardening Club Dan Farrow 882680 

  Andy Morgan 882350 

Sherfield Park Community Centre Louise Grainger 883967 

Sherfield Park Parish Council Tracy Hamer 07778546477 

Sherfield & District Show Richard Elphick 07768004820 

Sherfield Village Hall     

 Caretaker/Bookings Wendy Gosden 07468 427684 

 Management Committee Ivan Gosden 07940 212441 

 Trustee   Nick Robinson 07585 578295 

Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council Karen Ross 842662 

Sherfield Village Green Volunteers John Attwood 881760 

Short Mat Bowls Norman Stanley 881021 

Stratfield Saye Parish Council Louise Webb 07771 727547 

Stratfield Saye Village Hall Linda Bishop 0118 933 2106 

Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting Sheila Campbell (Chair) 882351 

Toddler Group 0-5s TBC    

Tree Wardens John Darker 882334 

  Cllr Diana Effiong 07796 045944 
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DRIVING INSTRUCTOR, SHERFIELD PARK Semi retired , 26 years experience, very 
patient, good with nervous pupils.  Good pass rate.  Covers Bramley, Sherfield , Chineham.  
Reasonable rates. Contact Graham 07806469963/barney0729@icloud.com 

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced, 
local lady who cleans every corner. References. Tel 07933 316989 or e-mail 
mariacleaning@live.co.uk  

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, 
payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, 
re-wires, lights etc.  No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, 
jce.morris@outlook.com   

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden 
maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 0784 230 3366 . E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com 

TUITION IN FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH (and other languages).  Group and private 

lessons available.  Contact Linguatastic via e-mail: info@linguatastic.com  or telephone 01256 471 474. 

ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 words. Anything from lost cats to small 
services. Just drop an email to:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

mailto:barney0729@icloud.com
mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:jce.morris@outlook.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
mailto:info@linguatastic.com
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When it comes to thinking about the future of your 
loved ones it is important to have plans in place to 
cover all eventualities should anything happen to you.  

Many people put off planning for the future because it 
is something they would rather not 
think about, or choose to worry about it at a later 
date – after all few people like to face up to the 
eventuality of their passing.  

If this sounds like you, your loved ones could be left 
with some very complicated issues to resolve 
at a difficult and emotional time.   

At Phillips Solicitors, our expert lawyers in our Wills 
and Probate team, understand the importance of 
planning for the future.   

That is why we specialise in providing clear, 
straightforward advice so you can make informed, 
positive decisions.  

In addition to drafting and reviewing Wills, we offer a 
wide range of other services too. These include dealing 
with your affairs after your death through our probate 
service, where we wind up your estate with sensitivity 
and understanding and help your family get through 
what can be a very confusing and upsetting time.  

We can arrange for Lasting Powers of Attorney 
(LPAs) to be set up, so that someone can take care of 
your decisions in the event that 

you lose capacity, maybe as 
a result of an accident or 
illness.  

Our team can also arrange 
and administer trusts to 
ensure your assets are 
protected and your family is 
looked after.  

To find out how we can help you plan for the 
future, please contact Lucy Watson, who is the head of 
our Wills and Probate team, by 
emailing lucy.watson@phillips-law.co.uk or by calling 
01256 854646.  

Alternatively, for more information about our wide 
range of legal services please visit  
www.phillips-law.co.uk 

When contacting Phillips, 
please mention the  Loddon 
Valley Link. 

Planning for the future  

http://www.phillips-law.co.uk
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TOGETHER 
WE CAN RAISE  

               £20,000 
                          

P lease help to boost funds for the planned 
improvements of acoustic panels, exterior 

repainting and kitchen enlargement.  

Presently, Covid 19 is depriving the hall 
of vital revenue from regular users,    
private hirers, grants and fundraising 
events such as the Fete & Beer Festival.  

 It is expensive to maintain this popular 
19th Century community building and 
to give it a 21st Century appeal. 

Sherfield Village Hall is a self-funding 
charity led on your behalf by seven  
volunteer Trustees. We value your  
support.           
                    THANK YOU 

Ribbons on our  

fencing represent  

your Bricks and your names on a 

Roll of Honour 

Buy your £5 Bricks at 

friends@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk  

Local Facebook groups 

Village Stall 

 - THANK YOU - 

BUY a BRICK  

in Time, for £5 
or Make a Donation 

Help update 

Sherfield Village Hall 
‘At the heart of the community for over 100 years’ 


