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D ear Friends 

One of my favourite Bible characters is 
Moses. For those brought up on Bible stories, 
his is familiar. After setting the scene in the first 
chapter of Exodus, the birth of Moses is 
recorded in the second chapter of Exodus (the 
second book in the Bible). The main thrust of 
his story and the early story of God’s people 
continues throughout that book and he is a key 
player in the next three books. His death is 
recorded in book five, Deuteronomy. 

Rising from dire circumstances he was adopted 
by one of the Pharaoh’s daughters and lived a 
privileged life. However, aware of his roots as a 
‘Hebrew’ he was conflicted by their treatment 
as slaves. This led to a personal rebellion that 
resulted in his exile. Later chosen by God, he 
was instrumental in the Hebrew’s 
rescue from Egypt and continued as 
their leader until his death. It is a story 
worth reading. What he did and what 
he wrote down, in terms of God’s revelation, 
was fundamental in an important stage of the 
emergence of God’s chosen people, later called 
Israel. He was a great man and his actions and 
willingness to listen to God are still relevant 
today both in our Christian faith and our 
society. 

In his life Moses did, said and was many 
significant things, depending on your 
perspective. What is striking for me, though, 
are not his many achievements or the effect his 
life had on others, rather, something much 
more important. Exodus 33 verse 11 records 
something both surprising and warming - 
especially if your picture of God is rather stern. 
It says, "The Lord God would speak to Moses face to 
face as a man speaks to his friend". I and many 
others would argue that this is the single most 
important statement about Moses because this 
‘friendship’ was the root of everything that 
happened next. It is, and always has been, 
God’s strongest desire to be the friend of every 
person since the beginning of time. Moses was 
able to be used because he was receptive to that 

reality and lived in it with every fibre of his 
being.  

I suspect that if Moses were to have had the 
kind of funeral that we have today and we were 
to compose his eulogy, his instructions would 
have been simple. “Don't tell 
people what I have achieved; 
tell them of the greatness of 
God. If you must say anything 
of me, say this, ‘Moses was a 
friend of God’.” 

I remember one of my past 
Bishops saying to me, “I don’t 
care what it is that you do but I do care what 
you are”. We live in a world where identity is 
often defined primarily in terms of what we do 
and what we have achieved. Sadly, who we are 

is often lost and yet it is who we are that 
is of primary importance. That is why I 
encourage people to emphasise this 
aspect at a person’s funeral at the 

expense of the achievements. My own father 
was a very learned man with many degrees and 
achievements to his name. We did not even 
mention them in his eulogy. We spoke of the 
way he loved and the way he was loved by 
many people. We noted too that he was a friend 
of God. I pray the same can be said of me.  

Now, is that a bold or an arrogant thing to say? 
Not at all. I am only responding to what Jesus 
himself said in the final hours he had with his 
disciples (those who were receptive to him) 
before his arrest. Recorded in John 15 v 14, he 
said, "You are my friends if you do what I 
command" (namely, "love one another as I have loved 
you" (15: 12)). Serving God and loving as he 
commands makes us both a friend of Jesus and 
God and that is all God wants for us. Following 
Jesus puts us in the path of God’s friendship 
and blessing. 

The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

Stephen 07943014277 email: 
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 

Minister’s Letter 

Moses, Friend 

of God 
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The Sherfield Show took place on 1st September and 
was as ever a great success. There is a four-page report 
(pp. 26-29) where you can see lots of pictures and a full 
listing of the trophy winners by class. We just need a 
few more entries next year, so now is the time to look 
at the list of classes and have a think about which you 
might enter. As the Show Secretary Natalie Larner says, 
it is a lovely annual village event. Talking of Natalie, the 
village really owes her an immense debt of gratitude. 
She is stepping down after twenty-five years on the 
Show Committee and ten years as Show Secretary, in 
which role she has organised, encouraged and cajoled 
with great commitment. We wish her a well-earned rest.  

On p. 20 we have another interesting feature from our 
new editor, Chiara Zamin, on the regular jazz nights at 
the Four Horseshoes in Sherfield on Loddon, and in 
particular the recent gig by the band Equinox. The 
article includes a fascinating interview with the band's 
tenor saxophonist Peter Bingham, in which he talks 
about the band, their background, their regular slots at 
the 'Shoes, and some of the guests who have played 
with them. We want to run more feature articles to 
make the Link a more interesting read, so if you have 
any suggestions or requests for articles let us know.  

Former St Leonard's parishioner Abigail Burkett has 
sent us an update on the Honeycomb Hub, the family 
centre in Botswana she runs with her sister (p 33). We 
have not heard from her for some time because she has 
been so busy; the centre seems to go from strength to 
strength with plenty of activities going on. I was 
particularly pleased to come across some rave reviews 
of it on TripAdvisor.  

Among our regular features North Hampshire MP 
Ranil Jayawardena writes about new government 
spending plans for schools (p. 14).  

There are many autumn community events coming up. 
A notable one is of course the annual Remembrance 
Day commemoration will take place, and the village will 

need poppy distributors from the end 
of October (see p. 15).  

This month's cover picture was taken 
by Lydia Rees (a prizewinner in this 
year’s Cover Photo Competition).  
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Editorial 

The Loddon Valley Link is compiled and edited entirely by volunteers who live in the local community and take 
part in its activities. It is hand distributed by volunteer neighbours to over 2,000 houses across the parishes of 
Sherfield on Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Turgis. It is available online at 
loddonvalleylink.org.uk. We return any profits to the community in the form of grants, which amounted to nearly 
£3,000 last year. 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link aims to provide accurate information but the Loddon Valley Link 
Management Committee cannot accept any liability in respect of errors or omissions. Any opinions expressed in 
articles are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Loddon Valley Link Management Committee. 
The Committee cannot be held responsible for the reliability or quality of any goods, work or services in this 
publication or on our website. The Editor's decision as to the inclusion and content of articles is final. If 
inaccurate, misleading or otherwise inappropriate information is brought to our attention, we will make every 
reasonable effort to correct or remove it as soon as possible.  

Jane Abrams 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
http://www.loddonvalleylink.org.uk
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Children are welcome at all our services. Services in italics are particularly geared to children and 
families. 

Sunday 6th October  Trinity 16 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine                    Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Holy Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Harvest Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye 

10.30am Matins St James Bramley                

11.00am Harvest Festival St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Friday 11th October   

4.15pm Messy Church Sherfield Park Community Centre     

Sunday 13th October  Trinity 17 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Morning Worship & Sunday Club St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

Sunday 20th October  Trinity 18 

8.00am Holy Communion                 Little London 

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley                

10.00am Holy Communion & Sunday Club St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.30am Morning Worship St James Bramley                

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Sunday 27th October  Trinity 19 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am  Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Together in Worship St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

Sunday 3rd November  All Saints Day 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine                    Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Holy Communion       St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye 

10.30am Matins St James Bramley                

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Services October 2019 
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Parish Registers 

Funeral 

John David Heaton      29th August   St Leonard's, Sherfield 

at St Leonard’s Church Room 

on the first and third  Friday mornings of each month. 

OCTOBER DATES - Friday 4th and Friday 18th at 11am 

£2.50 each 

towards venue hire and to include cafetiere coffee  

or tea and biscuits. 
 

We meet, chat, exchange ideas and include an activity,  

a short talk or demonstration.   

It is not exclusive to Church Congregations! 

All are welcome 

Everyone takes a turn to help its success. 
   

BEYOND THE COFFEE CLUB INTEREST GROUPS  

Surveying and Recording the Gravestones - ask for September dates. 

Footpath walking - ask for contact details 

Embroidery and Textiles - ask for September dates. 

These are all daytime activities during the week or at weekends. 

If you would like to join an activity, even if you cannot come to Coffee Club, 

please email sheenaarcher@btinternet.com  Tel:01256882099 

W e will be joined 
on Monday 
21st October 

by John Baker for a 
talk entitled ‘Heavenly 
Hostas’.  

John, along with his 
partner June, own the 

Hanging Hosta Garden in 
Hampshire, which they open to the public during July 
and August. The garden houses a collection of over 
1,600 cultivars which is one of the largest in Europe. 

John's talk will cover how hostas were discovered and 
developed. He will also discuss how to grow and 
propagate hostas, how to avoid slug and snail damage, 
where to use hostas in the garden, and which 
companion plants look good with hostas.  

John and June's garden has been featured on BBC 
Gardeners' World. 

Anyone interested in gardening will be most welcome 
to join us at the Sherfield Village Hall at 7:45pm. 

For arrangements contact Dan on 882680 or Andy on 
882350  

Sherfield and District Gardening Club 

© Country Gardener 
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Catholic Services 

St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke. 

Parish Office Open:  

Tuesday to Friday  
9.30 am-1.00 pm Tel.465214. 

Sunday Mass 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm  

  
 

Breach Lane Chapel Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416 

Baptist Chapel 

 

October 2019 

Tuesday 1st 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel 
Sunday 6th 10.30am HARVEST Family Worship led by Rev. Richard Lane 
  12.30pm HARVEST MEAL 
Sunday 13th 10.30am Family Worship led by Alistair Sneddon 
Tuesday 15th 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel 
Sunday 20th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen including Holy Communion 
Sunday 27th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 
  6pm SENSE Contemporary Worship 
Tuesday 29th 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel 

 Brian Edward Archer 

14.01.1938  - 08.09.2019 

Organist here for 30 years 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 

at 

St Leonard’s Church  

Sherfield on Loddon 

RG27 0JB on A33  

One mile from the village centre, turn  
into the drive 

Friday 18th October  

at 2pm 

All are very welcome 

For more information 

sheenaarcher@btinternet.com 
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J ohn 15: 9-12 & 14-15 

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.  Now 
remain in my love.  If you obey my commands, you will remain 
in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and 
remain in his love.  I have told you this so that my joy may be 
in you and your joy may be complete.  My command is this: 
Love each other as I have loved you.  You are my friends if 
you do what I command.  I no longer call you servants, 
because a servant does not know his master’s business.  
Instead, I have called you friends.” 

Prayer for the month 

Gracious God, loving Father, we thank you for your 
amazing fatherly love and goodness.  Thank you 
that, for those who trust you and listen to your 
words, your goodness shines through both in our 
times of celebration and pain.  Thank you that you 
have chosen us and that you want to be our friend.  
Forgive us for the times when we don’t believe that 
or trust that your love is real, and through your Holy 
Spirit living in us help us to grow day by day in the 
knowledge of the reality of your friendship and love.  
Help us, too, to obey your command in loving and 
serving each other. 

Prayer points for October 

With our harvest celebrations taking place in 
churches and schools, we thank you for all the 
blessings in our lives: for our homes and families, for 
our food and clothing, for the goods and services we 
have access to day by day, for the safety, security and 
healthcare provided by our local authorities and our 
nation.  As we remember the good things that we 

have, we are drawn to remembering 
the many millions in this world who are 
not so fortunate.  We pray for them and 
for the many charitable organisations, 
whose task it is to bring relief at a local, national and 
international level.  Help us to respond with deep 
generosity by giving sacrificially.  We pray for the 
governments of this world, who have the power to 
bring hope and change to those in need. 

We continue to pray for the High Court of 
Parliament, which seems to be in even deeper 
turmoil at present. We ask that truth, transparency 
and wisdom will be of prime importance and that 
listening and cooperation will lead to realistic and 
lasting solutions for the benefit of the many and not 
the few. 

Loving God, we pray for our local communities and 
for our local Parish Councils. Give them wisdom to 
fulfil the responsibility we have entrusted to them. 
Bless our homes and families, praying especially for 
those who are lonely; that we may see who they are 
and offer the hand of friendship. We pray for all 
who are suffering in any way; that with our support 
and loving concern they may find healing in body, 
mental strength and wisdom to navigate the days 
ahead as well as a sense of your presence and love 
for them and our love and prayers for them.  

We pray for those who have lost loved ones, 
whether recently or in the past, and we ask for your 
comfort and peace, using us to make that a reality if 
possible.  In Jesus’ name we pray all these prayers. 
Amen. 

Prayers for October 

 

Friday 11th October 2019  

 
All welcome!   

 
4.15pm start, singing, dancing and parable then lots of fun craft followed by a 

tasty meal, finishing at 5.45pm  
 

PLEASE NOTE - IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU BOOK 

in order for us to plan catering and avoid wastage  

(and please advise of any food allergies).   

For more information and to book, please contact 

Rosy Staines - rosyhannah@hotmail.com  

or on Facebook: messychurchsol 
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M eeting Dates 
The next full Parish Council meeting will be 

held on Wednesday 9th October 2019 at 7.30pm. The 
agenda and supporting items will be available on the 
Parish Council notice boards and website no less than 5 
days beforehand. 

Casual Vacancy 
Cllr Oana Beattie has resigned from her role on the 
Parish Council as of Wednesday 11th September and all 
Councillors wish to thank her for her valuable 
contribution since her co-option earlier in the year. 
Notices of the casual vacancy this creates have been 
posted on the noticeboards and any interested parties 
should contact the Clerk by email in the first instance 
for more information – 
clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Dog Waste in Public Areas 
The Parish Council know that some Sherfield Park 
residents are concerned that a small number of dog 
owners are not clearing up after their dogs on the 
public playing fields. This is a problem in others areas 
locally, and we are working with Councillors from 
neighbouring parishes and the Sherfield Park 
Community Association to organise a meeting to 
discuss solutions to the problem, in conjunction with 
the Community Safety Patrolling Officer at Basingstoke 
and Deane Borough Council.  

New Waste Bins at Bus Stops 
Following requests from Sherfield Park residents the 
Parish Council have funded and installed new bins at 
the Sunwood Drive and Watermeadow bus stops. 

Pollination Promise at Sherfield Park 
The Parish Council have been working with Maria 
Miller MP to organise a collaborative ‘rewilding’ event  

 

as part of the ‘Pollinator Promise’- the planting of small 
patches of wildflowers to support more bees and other 
pollinating insects. The aim is to involve residents, 
especially Sherfield Park school age children, with the 
long term goal of introducing wild flower pollinators to 
our parks and roadsides. It is part of a Hampshire-wide 
initiative, coordinated by the Hampshire and Isle of 
Wight Wildlife Trust. The planting is organised for 
Saturday 12th October, meeting at the Parish Office at 
9.30am. All welcome! 

Planning Matters 
The Parish Council reviewed a planning application in 
September for single storey rear extension and 
conservatory to enhance the kitchen/living space in a 
property on Chilworth Way. After mindful 
consideration, the application was considered (by the 
Parish Council) to be appropriately designed, and no 
objections were sent to the Borough Planning 
Department.   

Traffic Calming 
The Parish Council recently secured funding from 
Hampshire County Council for traffic calming signs to 
be displayed around Sherfield Park, with the support of 
county councillor Elaine Still.  The signs are now in 
place, with much thought given to the best and most 
strategic areas for full effect. In addition to the signs, a 
discreet camera has been installed by Hampshire 
County Council Highways Department on Rockbourne 
Road to record data relevant to concerns regarding 
speeding and the use of the road as a cut through by 
HGV’s. 

Sherfield Park Parish Council 

15th September 2019 

 

W e have just started back at school after the 
summer holidays and are already busy. The 

school has a feeling of excitement. Year 1 and 2 have 
settled well into their new classes and Year R are about 
to start school.  

Year 2 will be finding out what it means to be human, 
what it would be like to be on another planet and be all 
alone. They are using the book 'Beegu'* and Mrs 
Cassini has crocheted each class their own Beegu.  

Year 1 are looking forward to their fairy tale topic, 
focusing on different stories, starting with the Three 

Little Pigs. They will be going on a 
fairy tale hunt,  building up to a fairy 
tale ball at the end. 

We are looking forward to all the 
exciting things we will do this year. 

Year 2 children  

*'Beegu' by Alexis Deacon: the story of an alienated 
alien  

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/ 1362489.Beegu 

 

Four Lanes School  

mailto:clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/%201362489.Beegu
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I f you help us as a volunteer 
distributor of the Loddon 

Valley Link you will have received a invitation in 
last month's Link to our annual tea party. We are 
very grateful to all our volunteers, who tramp the 
streets in all weathers to put the magazine through 
the doors of every single house in the parishes of 
the benefice. It is because of their efforts that the 
costs of the magazine are kept so low, thus 
ensuring that the magazine is such a success. The 
tea party is held to thank them for their efforts. 

So far we have received very few replies to our 

invitation, so this is a plea to 
send in your replies- and we 
hope it will be a yes! Otherwise we may have to 
cancel the party, which would be a real shame.  

Just to remind you - the tea party will be held at 
3.30pm on Wednesday 9th October in the Small 
Hall at Sherfield Park Community Centre, 
Sunwood Drive. 

Please send your replies to Eileen Leivesley: 
eileen.leivesley@sky.com 
Tel: 01256 882938  

Loddon Valley Link Tea Party 

Calling All Distributors 

I n line with our policy of returning any profits 
we make from the Loddon Valley Link we 

recently announced an offer of grants to 
community organisations. We are pleased to 
announce the following grants: 

1) £300 to the Village Green Event Volunteers. 
This group of volunteers organise charity 
events for the community; previous events 
include the annual Reindeer Trail, the 2018 
World War 1 Evening Commemorations, 
and the annual Macmillan Coffee Morning. 
as well as the new monthly afternoon teas at 
the Pavilion, Goddard's Lane. The grant will 
pay for a barbecue to be used at the coffee 
mornings, the Reindeer Trail and other 

future events.  

2) £300 to the Church End Preservation 
Society. The Society is a small charity which 
continues to raise funds to support the 
restoration of the locally listed telephone box 
in Wildmoor Lane. The grant will support 
the specialist labour costs in painting the 
telephone box and refitting the door.  The 
phone box currently serves as a local 
landmark, and contains history information 
on the vintage K6 telephone box, as well as 
local walkers’ maps. The Society also keeps 
the verges at Church End tidy and under 
control.   

Loddon Valley Link Grants Scheme 

Loddon Valley Link 

D r Donald 
Dawson 

recently retired as 
Chair of the 
Loddon Valley 
Link Committee. 
We couldn't let 
that event pass 
without tangible 

recognition of his work for us over the years! and so we 
made a presentation to him at our recent committee 
meeting. We are extremely grateful to him, and very 
pleased that he remains on the Committee to give us 
the benefit of his calm and wise counsels. 

Jane Abrams 

Donald Dawson 
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Sherfield Village Hall Matters 
‘At the heart of our community for over 100 years 

Reg. Charity No. 1178256  

To hire Sherfield Village Hall  

look for available dates on the new online calendar  

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk  
Tel. 07468 427684  Email: wendygosden@hotmail.com 

   Fish and Chips in the Village Hall 

As you probably know, this has now come to an end, which is very sad, but if 
anyone else is willing to provide this service please let the Village Hall know – 
we’re open to discussion. 

     Beer Festival 

This was our 11th Beer Festival and, as usual, we saw lots of happy families enjoy the 
garden, and of course all the ale and cider drinkers sampled this year’s interesting 
selections.  More than 600 people came to this major charity event and we hope to 
have raised significant funds for Headway and the Village Hall charities.  The bands 
were excellent and of course the face-painting was as popular as ever.  The new gin 
and tonic and prosecco bar was a great idea and the tasty food was devoured with enthusiasm.  
Watch out for the date of the 2020 Beer Festival. 

    Last Night of the Proms 
What an excellent Saturday evening in the Village Hall when we 
celebrated the Last Night of the Proms!  We started with an amazing 
soloist performing a wide ranging medley of songs, then we all opened 
our hampers and enjoyed our picnic feasts. Following this we moved 
to a live relay from the Albert Hall for the second half of the Last Night 
and ended up waving our flags and singing along with Rule Britannia 
and all of the favourites. 

Silent Soldier 

At the end of October the Silent Soldier will be placed back in the village in good time for 
the Remembrance services in November. 

    Sunday Morning Market 

The first Sunday Morning Market has taken place - it attracted lots of visitors 
from far and wide.  The Village Hall was full of craft and food sellers, and 
we’re looking forward to the next Market on 20th October, which will feature 
even more food stalls. 

If you are interested in having a stall or want to know more about the market 
please look at the website SherfieldVillageMarket.org.uk 

mailto:eileen.leivesley@sky.com
http://www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
mailto:wendygosden@hotmail.com
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Home & Garden Services-Sherfield is a 
local company that specialises in 

providing value for money solutions 
for all of your home and garden 

improvements, maintenance and 
repairs. One off jobs - big or small - 
and regular maintenance services to 

keep your property and garden in 
good order 

Fully insured  

Best prices - All work guaranteed 

Home 
Household Repairs 
Patios  -  Painting 
Plumbing - Paving 

01256 358870 
07825 685923 

Garden 
Scarifying 
Rotovating 
Trimming 
Mowing 
Aquatics 
Maintenance 
Fencing 

Tree 
Surgery 
and 
Seasoned 
Logs 

www.hgs-sherfield.co.uk 
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Meeting dates 

The next Parish Council meetings will be held on 
Tuesday 8th October 2019 and Tuesday 12th 
November 2019. The next Leisure and Village Green 
Committee meeting will take place on Tuesday 26th 
November 2019. 

Councillors 

Cllr Venetia Rowland resigned from the Parish Council 
in August and has moved from the area. This is a great 
loss for the Parish Council as Venetia has contributed 
greatly to the Village and even donated the allowance  
she received as a Borough Councillor to groups within 
the villages of Sherfield and Bramley. Her hard work 
and contribution  to the village as not only as a Parish 
Councillor but as a Borough Councillor was second to 
none. She will be greatly missed. Our loss is the New 
Forest’s gain. Cllr Andy Morgan was voted into the 
post of Chairman, in which he will no doubt excel. 

Pond work 

Jubilee Pond has run dry and therefore the Parish 
Council is taking the opportunity to dredge the pond 
and work on the trees surrounding it, once the licence 
and notice of intent has been granted.  Consultations 
have taken place with an ecologist, reptile specialist and 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council. This work 
will create a better environment for the newts and 
other inhabitants of the pond. 

Parking 

The Parish Council has been asked to request that, if 
you are visiting the burial grounds, please be respectful  
when parking along neighbouring roads. 

CCTV 

The Parish Council has agreed to install CCTV cameras 

in the village green car park where the 
football pavilion is sited. This will have no impact on 
any neighbouring properties and will be covered by the 
Parish Council’s CCTV policy which will be included 
on the Parish Council’s website prior to installation.  

Tennis Courts 

The tennis courts have 
been refurbished; this 
should give them a 
longer life span but they 
will need to be replaced 
in approximately  5-8 
years’ time. The 
refurbishment is a fitting 

tribute to Sandy Johnston who instigated the building 
of them and cared passionately about the facility. 

The Viewing Platform 

The viewing platform at 
Jubilee Pond has been 
replaced, as vandals had 
broken the posts and the 
hand rail. Thanks to Oliver 
Harman for his work on the 
new platform. The Parish 
Council is very pleased with 
the result.  

  

Karen Ross, Clerk to Sherfield on Loddon Parish 
Council 

PO Box 6862, Basingstoke RG24 4QZ  Telephone: 
01256 842662 

Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 

Web site: www.sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk/ 

Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 

from Saturday 26th October 

Collect  Please volunteer by emailing natalie@larner.net 

Donations  Please donate at the Nisa shop and Sherfield Park Community Centre. Sherfield 
   on Loddon has house to house collections and collection cans in local villages 

Gift Aid   To raise extra funds please gift aid your donations if  eligible and print the form 

Remembrance Sunday 10th November 

 POPPY PEOPLE NEEDED 

mailto:www.sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:natalie@larner.net
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W hile the weather in 
August seemed 

about as predictable as our 
politics at the moment, I 
really enjoyed being able to 
spend so much time in 
North East Hampshire, 
speaking to local people 
about the things that are important to them. I also got 
the chance to meet some of the next generation of 
voters at schools in the constituency as they received 
their GCSE results. 

It was terrific to see so many young people across 
North East Hampshire achieving such excellent results. 
Across Hampshire, 69 per cent of pupils achieved 
grade 4 in English and mathematics – up from 67 per 
cent last year – and the ‘attainment 8’* standard also 
improved compared to last year. It is a real testimony to 
the dedication of our hard-working teachers, parents, 
and pupils. 

I am pleased that more money is going into our schools 
than ever before but, despite this, there are areas of the 
country which have been getting comparatively more 
funding for their schools. That’s why the Prime 
Minister has pledged to “level up” every school’s 
funding to a minimum of £4,000 per pupil in primary 

schools and £5,000 in 
secondary schools. The House 
of Commons Library has 
analysed school funding data to 
see which schools will benefit. 
Bramley Primary, for example, 
could see an extra £140,000 a 
year – that’s an increase of 10.3 

per cent. 

 And not a single school will see its funding cut to pay 
for improvements elsewhere, which has been the 
stumbling block in the past. 

 I think we can go further than simply increasing 
funding for schools, though. I know Boris wants to 
rethink how technical and vocational education works, 
but I’d like to know what you think. How could we get 
the best results for our children in North East 
Hampshire and beyond? 

 Send me an email to: email@ranil.uk or come along to 
one of my regular Tell Ranil events. Details, as ever, on 
my website (https://www.ranil.uk/)! 

*Attainment 8 shows pupils’ average achievement in 
eight specified subjects (Ed). 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do/policy/gcse-and-a-

level-changes/attainment-8 

Ranil Writes  - Government Funding for Schools 

O ne of our regular meetings has been for many 
years now, a play reading.  This year, in 

keeping with one of our themes, music, the play 
chosen was ‘Quartet’ by Ronald Harwood, a British 
playwright and screenwriter who is well-known for 
his screenplays for ‘The Dresser’ and ‘The Pianist’.  
The play of ‘Quartet’ was first performed in 1999 at 
the Yvonne Arnaud Theatre in Guildford and 
subsequently moved to London.  The film version 
was released in early 2013 and directed by Dustin 
Hoffman.  The four main characters were played by 
Maggie Smith, Pauline Collins, Billy Connolly and 
Tom Courtenay. The play is set in a 
home for retired opera singers in 
Kent and has just four actors.  Cecily, 
Reggie and Wilfred are firm friends, 
but their equilibrium is upset by the 
arrival of Jean, who used to be 
married to Reggie.  At first Reggie is 
distraught by the presence of his ex-wife, a very self-
centred and difficult woman.  The friends put on a 
concert each year to celebrate the birth on 10 

October of Giuseppe Verdi (as one of the characters 
said, he’d be Joe Green in English!) and it is decided 
to include Jean.  Acting like the diva she is, she at 
first refuses to sing, feeling that her voice isn’t 
anywhere as good as it once was, but is eventually 
persuaded to join in if everyone mimes.  The show is 
a great success and enjoyed by all.  The play is a 
study of old age and is at times poignant, but there 
are great splashes of comedy, for example when Wilf 
says, ‘hated growing old…your teeth fall out and 
your hearing goes and your eyes start watering and 
it’s cataracts.  Then you can’t remember anyone’s 
name, and then you can’t remember your own name.  
The doctors say have a bypass, try a pacemaker, stop 
smoking, watch your cholesterol, lower your blood 
pressure, nothing we can do for cramp etc’.  We all 
enjoyed the play very much.  

Our next meeting is a book evening where we will be 
discussing four books, two of which have a music 
theme. 

Gill Fearon 

National Women's Register 
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I t sounds like a Friday night the first Tuesday of 
each month at the Four Horseshoes, in 

Sherfield on Loddon. Last time, on 3rd 
September, the atmosphere in the pub was 
particularly vibrant. There were the usual pub 
goers chatting and having a beer at the bar and a 
few people who were happily queuing for a drink. 
Some of them were already making their way to 
“Stables” for the music event: it is the night of the 
jazz band Equinox. The four band musicians, Paul 
Kaluza (drums), Derek Alford (Bass), John Clarke 
(guitar) and Peter Bingham (tenor sax) like to be 
defined as semi-pro musicians. They have been 
playing together for 15 years and since 2012 they 
have fixed their appointment at the Four 
Horseshoes once a month. They offer the 
audience their favourite modern jazz repertoire 
combined with the playlist chosen by their guest 
musician. All is set for 
the live-music night. 
The jazz room is 
arranged with small 
tables and chairs 
available for those who 
want to enjoy their 
dinner or just a few 
drinks in front of the 
Equinox show. A 
couple of chair rows 
are set at the back of 
the room for the last-
minute guests and music lovers who come along 
without any booking. Last time, the guest of the 
evening was the jazz vocalist Sarah Jane Eveleigh. 
She delighted the audience with some of her 
favourite ballads, from the bluesy and swing notes 
of "Social Call", "I’ve got the world on a string" 
and "Moonray" to the bossanova tunes of "Gentle 
rain"- just to name a few. Her delicate and sensual 
voice undoubtedly pleased the audience. The 
sense of humour and good vibe from the band 
made the atmosphere informal and chilled out, in 
a way that it makes you want to come back for the 
next gig. We met the band’s tenor saxophonist 
Peter Bingham the day after the show and asked 
him more about his band and the gigs at the Four 
Horseshoes.  

Peter, how did you become passionate about 
music and jazz in particular?  

My very first experience with music was at the age 
of 11 when I started to learn to play clarinet, as a 
therapy against my chest infection which brought 
me to the hospital. My uncle was running a dance 

club and he got me involved 
as a young player on his local 
dance club. But it was only in 
the mid ’70s, when I moved 
down here from the 
Midlands, that I had the 
opportunity to start to play 
jazz. I met John (the guitar 
player) at a jazz workshop in 
Aldershot. We used to meet 
up and play in each other’s 
houses. Out of the workshop 

two bands were formed who used to play in a pub 
in Farnham. I am a self-taught player as are most 
of the band members.  

What do you like most of the jazz music?  

I love jazz primarily because it is improvised 
music in that all soloists will create their own 
interpretation of the tune's chord sequence to the 
best of their ability and each chorus will be 
different. As a playing musician the challenge is to 
develop, on the spot, a musical line over the 
chords of the tune as they pass, sometimes 
rapidly. The second challenge is to integrate your 
solo sound with the other musicians in the band. 
If this is done successfully, the result will be 
pleasurable for the soloist, the rest of the band 
and the audience alike.  

Live-music/Full House for the jazz nights at the Four Horseshoes  

Equinox strikes the right notes with its special guests of  the swing scene  
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How do you think it has been so far with the 
'Shoes gigs?  

It is going really well. One of the reasons we 
started to play at the Fours Horseshoes back in 
2012 was to get more people in the pub. We were 
looking for a location for our music and the pub 
needed more customers, so I suggested bringing in 

some live 
music.  So 
this is how 
we started.  
We started 
in a small 
way, with 
friends who 
were 
supporting 
us and it 
grew from 
there. Now 
we have got 

into a situation in which we need to expand the 
hall, as it is sometimes over-booked and 
overcrowded.  

Why the name Equinox for your band?  

Well…there is a funny reason behind that. There 
are only two equinoxes in a year, as were our 
performances, initially (he laughs ironically). We 
were not good at promoting ourselves. Now on 
the contrary, it’s embarrassing that on some 
occasions we have difficulty in hosting all our 
audience.  

How do you manage to have a special guest 
every month?  

It’s all about meeting musicians when I go to jazz 
concerts. I meet them and try to persuade them to 
be my guest. Our events are free of charge but 
donations are very welcomed as they allow us to 
compensate our guest musicians. We usually have 
one rehearsal together, that’s the law -  it depends 
who the guest is and how much availability they 
have. We are all retired men now, so we rehearse 
during the day time. I give the guests the 
opportunity to choose some tunes, send them to 
us so that we can have our own rehearsal and then 
we just hang on the night show! That is part of the 
fun.  

Who have you invited to play with Equinox?  

Over the 
last two 
years we 
had Alex 
Hitchcock 
(tenor sax) 
Will Barry 
(piano) 
and Simon 
Allen (sax) 

who is coming back to play with Equinox in 
November 2019; the piano player Pete Billipton, 
and the trumpet player Stuart Henderson. The 
next dates at the Four Horseshoes with Equinox 
will be on 1 October 2019 at 8 pm, with special 
guest Tony Mountfield (piano) and 5 November 
2019, with special guest Simon Allen (sax). It’s 
best to book in advance on 01256882296. Tables 
can be booked in the Jazz Room or in any other 
part of the pub. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chiara Zamin 

Opposite page, top, the jazz vocalist Sarah Jane Eveleigh 
and Peter Bingham (tenor sax); middle, the band 
Equinox. This page; top left and top right. photos of the 
gig on 3 September 2019; above, the King Oliver’s Creole 
Jazz Band, photographed in 1922.  
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Road Resurfacing 

H ampshire County Council is planning to close 
part of the A33 between 16th September and 

31st October in order to resurface the road.  The work 
will be carried out over several nights and will affect the 
road from Turgis Green (BP petrol station) to the 
Thornhill Way junction. There do not appear to be any 
plans to put in place a traffic diversion route, but 
residents should anticipate increased traffic levels 
during this time.  

School Meals 

All children attending Reception Year to Year 2 are 
entitled to free school meals and older children may be 
eligible too. To find out more, please go to 
www.hants.gov.uk and search ‘free school meals’.  

 

Speeding In The Village 

Following a speed survey carried in the village by 
Hampshire County Council earlier this year, the Parish 
Council has been working closely with other 
neighbouring parishes to ascertain how best to deal 
with this on-going issue. The options available to us 
will be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting.  

Meeting Dates 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on 7th 
October 2019. The meeting will start at 7.30pm and 
will be held in Stratfield Saye Village Hall.  

Louise Webb 
Clerk to Stratfield Saye Parish Council  
07771 727547 
clerk@stratfieldsaye-pc.gov.uk 

Stratfield Saye Parish News  

The Cafe 

H aute Cuisine…well, at least the best tuna melt 
panini this side of that other place.  Every 

Thursday from 11am until 1:30pm the best volunteers 
serve the best food.  Come to the cafe at our 
community centre and enjoy the food and the 
company. 

The Races 

Mark your cards for 23 November.  It’s Charity 
Race Night and I am told the smart money is on the 
number 3 horse in the fourth race.  Or is it the 
number 4 horse in the third race.  Whatever, it will 
be fun and for a good cause. 

The David Leivesley Room 

I mentioned last month that we would be dedicating 
our new meeting room to the memory of David J 
Leivesley.  David was a driving force behind the 
centre building, SPCA organisation and the creation 
of our own Sherfield Park Parish. 

Sunday 15 September saw the official dedication 
ceremony.  We were happy to welcome our Deputy 
Mayor Cllr Onalee Cubit and our own MP Rt 
Honourable Maria Miller as well as our three borough 
councillors - and of course Eileen Leivesley and her 
family and friends.  Speeches were kept to a minimum 
(which probably added to the event’s success) and the 

food was good.  Most 
importantly, we got a 
chance to remember David 
and his contributions to our community.  He was a 
friend and, I think, one of the primary reasons no one 
talks about our area as just a housing estate.  We are a 
community. 

October will have its full allotment of Wednesdays, but 
I draw your attention to the last, the thirtieth.  Join us 
at our monthly meeting.  We meet at 7:30 and there is 
always time set aside for public comment.  Raise the 
points you want raised.   

 

Sherfield Park Matters  
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S unday 1st September was the 53rd Sherfield & 
District Flower and Produce Show held in the 

Village Hall.  It is always a great village and community 
event and this year was no exception. 

Despite a summer of heat waves, drought and high 
winds there were lots of high quality entries in most of 
the flower and vegetable categories.   

The Sherfield trophy for most points was awarded to 
Jane Malarkey.  The rose cups went to Sally Handford 
and John Attwood produced his usual display of 
enormous and perfect dahlias. Art, photography and 
handicrafts were also well represented. Enthusiastic 
younger entrants in the junior classes produced 
colourful miniature gardens and flower displays.   

All the entrants are to be congratulated.  Next year it 
would be good to see even more entries and no one 
should be frightened about entering.  It is a local event 
and we should all have a go!  

As always delicious cakes and teas were provided by 
our band of brilliant helpers. 

After the prize giving there was a produce auction and 
raffle.  The proceeds will be given to local charities. 

After 25 years on the Committee and 10 years as Show 
Secretary, Natalie Larner has decided that to step 
down.  The village owes Natalie many thanks for her 
dedication and hard work over the years and she will 
be a hard act to follow. 

Next year’s show will be held in early September.  We 
need more helpers and anyone interested should 
contact The Loddon Link Committee. 

 

 

Sherfield and District Show Results 

A Note from Natalie 

THANK YOU 

I would very much like to thank all the 
people who have helped to make the 
Sherfield & District Flower, Produce 
and Crafts Shows such a lovely occasion every 
September: the entrants who share their skills with us, 
the judges for their time and care, our village hall team 
for hosting, our stallholders and our welcome visitors. 

Particular thanks must go to the stewards, without 
whom it wouldn’t happen. They make all the prior 
arrangements, man the entrance, run the raffle and 
auction, provide and serve the tasty teas, set-up the 
night before, steward on the day and clear up 
afterwards!   

I wish the next team well and hope that this charming, 
traditional village event will go from strength to 
strength. 

Natalie Larner (out-going Show Secretary) 
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Adult Classes  

 Awarded for: Awarded to: 

The Forecourt Cup Vegetable Classes: most points 
Jane Malarkey & 
John Attwood 

The Loddon Cup Fruit Classes: most points Christine Davies 
The Gresham-Cooke Trophy Flower Classes: most points John Attwood 
The Traders Trophy Rose Classes: most points Sally Handford 
The Pot Plant Trophy Pot Plants Classes: most points Terry Raisborough 

The Farmers’ Cup 
Horticultural Classes: most points 
Horticultural Novice  (Won fewer than 3 
first prizes in any show) 

Christine Davies 

The Sherfield Trophy Horticultural Classes: most points Jane Malarkey 

The Onion Cup 
Heaviest Onion  [Not included in any other 
trophy] 

John Attwood 

The Crowson Cup Floral Art Classes: most points Audrey Gordon 

The Gosden Cup 
Floral Art Classes: most points by a Floral 
Novice 

Not Awarded 

The John Hill Trophy Drinks Classes: most points 
Natalie Larner,  Jane 
Malarkey & Hazel 
Cook 

The Bramley Camp Shield Handicraft Classes: most points 
Diana Effiong & 
Sandra Nicholson 

The A.R.T. Trophy Best item made in Hard Materials Martin Paintin 
The Manser Challenge Bowl Home Produce Classes: most points Joyce Bowyer 
The Jordan Cup Jams, Preserves & Pickles: most points Oana Beattie 
The Eustace Vase All Domestic Classes: most points Joyce Bowyer 

The Lyde Cup 
Best cake made by a man [Not included in 
any other trophy] 

Mervyn Larner 

The Dawson Cup Fine Art Classes: most points Nicolette Rimmer 
The Photographers’ Trophy Photography Classes: most points Karen George 

The Quenchers’ Cup 

New Exhibitor with most points across the 
Show 
[Excludes Novelty classes and Cake made by 
a man] 

Sabby Lawrence 

Sherfield & District Garden Club 
Trophy Presented by Andy 
Morgan, 

Horticultural Classes: most points by 
SDGC member 

Jane Malarkey 

Junior Classes presented by Peggy Hutchins     

The Happy Faces Trophy 
Under 5s not yet in Primary School: most 
points 

Benjamin Lynch 

The Elphick Cup Key Stage 1 Classes: most points 
Isobel Lynch & 
Lilimae Penny-
Lawson 

The Brain Cup Key Stage 2 Classes: most points Lyla English 
The John Rolton Cup Junior Photography Classes: most points Isaac Rea 
The Bowman Trophy Junior Horticulture - I grew it myself! Isaac Rea 
1st Prize Scarecrow Competition Sandra Nicholson 

Village trophies also awarded at the Show 
Loddon Valley Link Cover Photo 
Competition. 
Presented by Rev. Stephen Ball 

Best Cover Photo Nicolette Rimmer 

Show Winners 
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Loddon Valley Link Cover Photo Competition 

We’re delighted to announce the winners of the Photo 
Competition. From right, clockwise. 

1st place - Nicolette Rimmer 

2nd place- Jaqueline Bronwen 

3rd place - Lydia Rees 
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Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

   Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website: www.molegone.co.uk 

Page 31 

 

W e have just come to the end of another 
successful Summer reading Challenge; we hope 

your children enjoyed taking part. A good number of 
medals and certificates were earned by the finishers. 
Once again, we were well supported by a team of 
volunteers whose services we could not manage 
without. There are volunteering opportunities 
throughout the year, so please contact us for further 
information if you are interested.  

Activities for children have now returned to normal, 
with Rhyme Times on Tuesdays for under ones at 
10am and over ones at 11am, and Storytimes on 
Saturdays at 11am. On Saturday 5th October Storytime 
is replaced by a drop-in craft session starting at 10am. 
Lego and Duplo are available to play with between 2 – 
3.30pm Saturdays. There are also a couple of extra 
events for children scheduled for the half term week. 
On Tuesday 29th October we are hosting the Quirks’ 
Animal Roadshow, giving children (over four) the 
chance to handle and learn about a variety of creatures, 
including lizards and furry animals. Tickets costing £6 
need to be bought in advance. There will also be some 
spooky goings on in honour of Halloween on 31st 
October - further details will follow. Dressing up will 
certainly be involved. 

Activities for adults also follow their usual pattern, with 
Cuppa and Chat meeting fortnightly on Wednesday 

mornings from 10am, for over 50s 
to have a social get-together. 
Contact the library for details of 
dates. Our reading group meets on 
27th at 10.30am and the writing 
group on the 17th. Starting on 5th December at 6pm 
we begin a monthly trio of crime talks with Paul 
Stickler, a retired detective turned criminologist and 
crime historian. Tickets cost £15 to attend all three. 
Topics to be covered include the Acid Bath Murders 
and the infamous Kray Twins. Further details are 
available from the library. Tickets for all events can be 
booked through the library or the online shop.  

Age Concern will again offer their computer tuition for 
the over 50s on Wednesday mornings. For further 
information and to book sessions please contact: 01256 
423874.  

The library is now able to offer room bookings for our 
small onsite meeting room, the Acorn Room. It can be 
booked out of library opening hours and is suitable for 
meetings, talks and presentations.  Please contact the 
library via email for information and to make a 
booking. Our email address is: 
Chineham.library@hants.gov.uk.  

Cathy Foster 

0300 555 1387 

M any of our members gathered at the Spruce 
Goose for dinner one evening in late August.  

Unfortunately the planned visit to the local fire station 
was cancelled at short notice, due to unforeseen 
circumstances.  We look forward to visiting the fire 
station in the spring.   

Chineham WI have a team of five competing in the 
annual skittles competition in late September.  This is 
the preliminary stage played against other local WIs.  
Last year we came second to Basingstoke Evening WI.  
Good luck to this year's team. 

On Saturday, 16th November 2019 we are holding our 
annual Christmas Craft Fair at Chineham Village Hall 
between 11am and 3pm.  We are welcoming a few new 
crafters this year to join previous favourites.  All the 
crafters are local and have been invited on the basis of 
the quality of their work and value for money of their 
products. Everything is made by hand and you'll find 
very little plastic at the fair (apart from a few buttons - 
probably recycled)!  Some items can be personalised 
too.  We are hoping for the usual enthusiastic local 
support.   Please visit us for unique, eco-friendly, 

inspirational gifts for you, your family 
and friends, all at a local venue, for one 
day only.  Secret Santa has found 
excellent gifts at our Christmas fair in 
the past!  Free entry and free parking 
(including for sleighs)! 

You don't have to be "crafty", nor to make jam or bake 
cakes, to join the WI.  So, if you're curious to see the 
many activities we enjoy, you are very welcome to 
come and check us out for only £3 in the Shaftesbury 
Room at Christ Church, Reading Road, Chineham 
RG24 8LT from 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm on Monday, 28 
October.  Chineham WI usually meet on the fourth 
Monday of the month at Christ Church.  Future 
meetings include: 

28 October 2019 Poetry Readings celebrating  
   National Poetry Day on 3  
   October. 
25 November 2019 Craft Evening 
16 December 2019 A Musical Christmas Celebration 

 

Pam Malcolm, Treasurer, Chineham WI 

Women's Institute - Chineham  

Chineham Library 

mailto:Chineham.library@hants.gov.uk
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SHERFIELD PARK COMMUNITY CENTRE  
Reg. Charity  

No 1170953 

 

Please contact the Centre for more information / tickets 

admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk (t) 01256 883967 

 Friday 11th October 

Come and join  

The Bee-Bops 

For a night of music and dancing  

Tickets £8 includes a glass of Prosecco on arrival 

https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/thebeebops 

Friday 11th October 

 

  GLASS FUSION   

 CHRISTMAS DECORATION CLASS 

WEDNESDAY 23RD OCTOBER 7.15PM - 9.15PM 

   WEDNESDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 10AM - 12 NOON 

SAVE THE DATE 

FOR OUR WINTER WONDERLAND  
SATURDAY 7TH DECEMBER  

 

 Every Thursday 

11am until 1:30pm 

23rd November 7.30 pm 

Tickets  £6  including  a chilli 
and rice supper 

BOOK CLUB @2pm 

 3rd FRIDAY OF MONTH 
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W e have received this update from Abigail Burkett, who is 
a former parishioner of St Leonard's and now, together 

with her sister Phillida, runs a family centre in Gaborone, 
Botswana. 

So far this year 
we have been 
raising money 
for our 
BSPCA, 
Tsogang Trust 
(an orphanage) 
and Step Up (a 
charity which 
works with 
children for 
extra support 

after school and 
gives them life skills such an managing money, 
awareness of HIV and practical skills. Activities at Step 
Up have included a poetry writing workshop. In 
October we plan to go back and help them put together 
a book and publish it to help them raise funding for 
their programmes  publishing a book.  

As there is a 
severe shortage 
of blood in the 
hospitals we 
have held 4 of 
our 6 blood 
donation drives 
collecting over 
60 pints of 
blood which 
can support up 
to 180 lives. 

We have also enjoyed hosting a children’s area at many 
local events and one of our favourites was a a Biltong 
and Pot Family Fun Day (the pot is the pojkie pot – a 
vessel to make a traditional Southern African stew that 

they serve on 
the day).  

I am so proud 
of my sister 
and her fitness 
studio. Her 
reputation is 
growing. 
Recently a lot 
more men 
have joined 

the fitness classes after one of our female members 

won a double marathon, beating all the men; she 
attributed her success purely to her training with at the 
Hub. The increased number of men has a beneficial 
knock-on effect too as their families come to the Hub 
Phillida also offers pre and postnatal fitness classes.  

We have also restarted our ‘Bump Into Mums’ coffee 
morning, and we have people dropping in for chats, 
cups of tea, to browse our mini book and wool shop, 
or just to find out about us and what we offer. We 
think of Sherfield on Loddon often, especially when we 
serve tea to our visitors and they can't believe it's free! 
Any left-over funds go towards outreach programs 
such as subsidising workshops with a young mothers 
group, our time at Step Up and offering our children’s 
area for free.*  

We have a new project to transform the unsightly 
dumping ground at the back of the Hub into a sensory 
garden. This has been 
made possible by 
money raised by our 
father and a friend, to 
whom we are very 
grateful, when they 
walked the Camino de 
Santiago.   

We have children 
coming in every day to 
play or attend one of 
our classes, and also 
school visits and 
birthday parties at the 
weekend. Occasionally 
it is quite surprising 
how many children don’t know how to play in Tiny 
Town. They walk through the rooms and pick up the 
toys but aren’t actually used to using their imagination 
to pretend, for example, that they are baking a cake for 
a friend or building a house in the builder's yard. 

We are excited to be involved in Rata Botswana which 
is looking at promoting environmentally friendly 
opportunities and options. We are also part of 
Honeycomb Wood and have so far supported children 
in writing, illustrating and publishing over 60 books 
over the past year. They are all on Amazon if you 
would like to see what the children living in Botswana 
are writing about. Though it may not be quite as you 
think – my son’s second book was also about dragons! 

*the tea provided at the Hub is paid for by St 
Leonard’s.  

Abigail Burkett 
www.thehoneycombhub.com 

Update from The Honeycomb Hub 

mailto:www.thehoneycombhub.com


Page 34 

 

Page 35 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

West Green Road  
Hartley Wintney  

RG27 8LP 
 

Open June (date varies) to late September for 
Pick Your Own & Picked fruit, vegetables and 

flowers including Strawberries, Tayberries, 
Currants, Gooseberries, Raspberries, New 
Potatoes and Asparagus; local Honey, Free 
Range Eggs and Homemade Jams and Ice 

Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, and to place 
orders or visit  www.westgreenfruits.com 
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Hampshire Constabulary are hosting a Rural Crime 
Event on Sunday, 6 October 2019 at Sparsholt College 
(Westley Court), Winchester. 

This event is predominantly aimed at rural residents, 
farmers, game keepers, river keepers, land owners and 
businesses that have either experienced rural crime or 
are at risk from it. 

Come along any time between 10am and 3pm to meet 
specialist police teams and over 20 partner agencies 
who play a vital role in detecting and deterring rural 
crime. 

This event is also a great opportunity for us to hear 
from you, the rural community, about your concerns 
and experiences, and for you to share with us any 
feedback that you may have. 

 

 

Guest Speakers: 

11:00 - Inspector Korine Bishop (Country Watch) 

12:00 - Mark Gammon (Crown Prosecution Service) 

13:00 - Gareth Roberts (Hampshire County Council  
 Fly-Tipping Lead) 

14:00 - Inspector Korine Bishop (Country Watch) 

There is also a large number of confirmed exhibitors 
who will be at the event. 

This is a ticket only event due to limited spaces, so 
please register for a ticket at: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hampshire-
constabularys-rural-crime-event-tickets-70895242579. 

We really hope you can join us. If you have any 
questions about the event please email us at 
ruralcrimeevent@hampshire.pnn.police.uk. 

Hampshire Constabulary Rural Crime Event 
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The work undertaken by the Village Green Volunteers 
is full of variety.  Since the last report, they have been 

strimming Centre Ditch and the withies to the east of 
the ditch, trimming and weeding the hedge along 
Goddards Lane and Plantation Road, and removing 
ragwort. They have also been tidying the dead pygmy 
gorse and removing the oak withies in Middle Green. 
The oaks in Middle Green surrounding the area with 
the pygmy gorse have been crown lifted to let in more 
light and air as permitted by the Notice of Intent, 
making the area more accessible.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The volunteers have also been spreading chippings 
round Jubilee Pond, and continuing the refurbishment 
of the community cricket pavilion.  In addition the 
duck house escaped its mooring in Horse Pond so it 
was rescued and re-attached by Barry Neale, who 
donned the parish waders again.  The black plastic on 
Golden Pond has been lifted and it is hoped that this 
has eliminated most of the pygmy weed.   

The end of summer does not mean the volunteers will 
be taking a break.  There are projects already planned 
over the next months, for example planting the 105 
free trees from the Woodland Trust (probably in a 
‘nursery’ in the south of the Green to start with), 
strimming the area to the north of Horse Pond and 
finishing the work on the Car Park.  If anyone is 
interested in joining the Wednesday group, please ring 
John Attwood on 881760.  

The Saturday sessions have now finished for the year 
and I thank everyone who came and helped.  They 
made big difference to the areas they worked. 

 

Pamela Darker 

Sherfield on Loddon Village Green Volunteers   

Jayne’s popular daytime 
watercolour classes are due to 
start again on Tuesday 8th 
October and run for 10 weeks 
leading up to Christmas. If you 
are a beginner or an improver 
you will receive a warm 
welcome. 

For more details you can 
contact Jayne at: jayneperkins45@gmail.com or on 01256 883882. 

Jayne Perkins Watercolour Classes in 

Stratfield Saye 
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Puzzle Page 

ACROSS 
1 Goal’s beginning to stir up game (6) 
4 Ray waits nervously for flight (8) 
9 Tart performs turn to entice (7) 
11 Takes permanent possession of building 
extensions (7) 
12 Runs into policeman with whip (4) 
13 In discussion, brought up money (5) 
14 Caught old king with Ecstasy and another 
drug (4) 
17 Take back a sum fellow distributed to 
earn money quickly (4,1,4,4) 
19 He said I’ll test new TV receiving 
equipment (9,4) 
22 Chap providing article about Los Angeles 
(4) 
23 Edible bulb used in canneloni only (5) 
24 Sick son takes seat in church (4) 
27 Search for drink before playing game (7) 
28 I plunged into one river then another 
with lack of success (7) 
29 Exciting tale involved her till end of 
November (8) 
30 He needs new teacher for London area 
(6) 
 
DOWN 
1 In Georgia a locum cured eye disease (8) 
2 Viewpoint of striking appearance (7) 
3 Slovenly woman is scum (4) 
5 Angrily remove football shirt and give 
reprimand? (4,1,5,3) 
6 For starters, it’s now no smoking in pubs 
(4) 
7 Increase labour of one in Tussaud’s (7) 
8 Enemy’s confused by sycophants (3,3) 
10 Pretend not to have seen Annie belt 
Rudy viciously (4,1,5,3) 
15 The world is heartbroken (5) 
16 Accepting rule finally, leave in peace (5) 
18 Food, reportedly chief Chinese dish (4,4) 
19 M-master possibly showing this speech 
defect (7) 
20 Take legal possession of one thousand 
quid (7) 
21 Repeat standard codswallop (6) 
25 Bucket gives Penny trouble (4) 
26 Concealed English leather (4) 

www.sudokuoftheday.com  

 

Set by Alberich (XC251103) 
www.alberich.crosswords.com 

Solutions on p. 44 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 
MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 

Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans available. 

1 Seal Road, Basingstoke,  
RG21 7NQ  

Tel: 01256 844663 

www.complete-pestsolutions.com  

https://www.sudokuoftheday.com
mailto:www.alberich.crosswordscom
http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
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in association with the Basingstoke Railway Social 
Club, Station Approach, Basingstoke RG21 5NB  

presents 

 

Saturday 26th October 

Backbone Blues Band 

 

with tight rhythm sections, creative guitar and 
soulful vocals, they deliver a sound which 
grooves when it swings and punches well 

above its weight when it rocks.  

All welcome - 8pm till late. £8 on the door. 
Licensed bar and Low Prices. 

Profits to Brain Tumour Research – Charity 
number 1153487. 

Future dates: 

Saturday 16th November Crossfire 

Saturday 14th December TBA 

Once a fortnight the Basingstoke Discovery Centre 
(aka the town library) plays host to the Hampshire 
Victoria County History Group.  We settle down and 
take turns to read bits of 16th and 17th century local 
wills and inventories, which provide a fascinating 
insight into domestic life at the time, often detailing on 
a room by room basis all the possessions of the will-
maker. 

We’ve just finished Old Basing, have had a short break 
looking at Eastrop, and are about to start on Sherfield 
on Loddon.   

If you’d like to join us exploring at first hand the 
history of your village, please contact me – the room 
isn’t that large, and we’d like to know you are coming.  
In the end all this contributes to books – and the group 
has now published four - Mapledurwell, Steventon, 
Medieval Basingstoke and, most recently Cliddesden, 
Hatch and Farleigh Wallop.   

And if you come in the 
morning for the wills, you can 
always stay in the afternoons and perhaps eventually 
contribute to updating the Victoria County History - a 
truly monumental series of reference books. 

Andrew Howard 

01256 327014 

Hampshire Volume I was the very first VCH Red Book volume 
to be completed, and the only one to be published during the 
lifetime of Queen Victoria, being published on 1st January 
1900. The county set was completed in four further volumes 
published in 1903, 1905, 1911 and 1912. The current project 
aims to revise and update the VCH Hampshire volumes. 
https://www.history.ac.uk/research/victoria-county-
history/county-histories-progress/hampshire 

 

  

 Researching Your Local History 
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Wacky, weird and wonderful are some of the thoughts 
that come to mind hearing about and viewing some of 
the inventions covered in an illustrated talk by Nick 
Brazil to the Probus Club of Basingstoke. 

Of course all the inventions were from past ages but 
some contained the germ of an idea that came to 
fruition and can be seen today. Although some 
inventions made it into production the vast majority 
got as far as the Patent Office and no further. Many 
offered labour saving as their main attraction, such as 
the canine powered sewing machine where a dog ran 
on a turntable replacing the traditional treadle. And the 
dog powered turn spit saving servants the labour of 
continually rotating the carcase of meat over the fire. A 
type of dog was bred for this task and it is said Queen 
Victoria had two of them. The breed died out after the 
invention of different cooking equipment. 

Multitasking is 
nothing new. There 
was a machine that 
was a combination 
baby rocker and 
butter churner which 
enabled the busy 
farmer’s wife to also 
have free hands to 
continue with her 
knitting. Or you 
could have a fresh air bed that had a large trumpet- 
shaped vent over the sleeping person to bring in fresh 
air from outside. The only problem was that on waking 
and sitting up the person banged their head on the 
trumpet. 

The sweat bed, designed to rid the occupant of a fever, 
had a boiler at its foot to heat up pipes under the 
mattress. A swooning chair provided a recovery 
mechanism for ladies fainting in their tight corsets and 
clothing in the heat of an airless room - a descending 
cushion enabled two paddles to fan the face of the 
distressed young lady. 

To ensure food was served hot a table railway brought 
food to diners, overcoming the need for servants to be 
skilled in the art of silver service. Similar ideas can be 
seen in several restaurants today. 

Britain has always had variable weather conditions and 
the fear of being struck by lightning when out and 
about saw the invention of the lightning conductor 
umbrella. This had a tall aerial to attract the lightning 
and a wire to take the strike to ground. It was modified 
for some ladies’ hats. Not to be outdone in the 

millinery department there was the portable umbrella 
built in to the hat. One idea in the not really successful 
category was the invention in the German army in 
Africa of a rain-collecting hat complete with a small 
tap. 

Aerial photography developed by using pigeons with 
cameras strapped to them. The picture was taken at a 
particular height caused by atmospheric pressure. Two 
photographs could be taken by strapping two small 
cameras to the pigeon. This was superseded in WW1 
with early planes fitted with cameras for reconnaissance 
purposes. The Lumiere brothers in France developed a 
successful type of colour photography known as 
autochrome that was used up to the 1950s. 

Transport had many eccentric developments. The 
Danish Hunting Monocycle could travel at 24 mph and 
the American Monocycle beat that at 30 mph. The 
Dutch military Multi cycle invented in 1887could 
transport twelve soldiers on one vehicle; something 
completely left field was the Telegraph Wire Bicycle, 
invented in 1890, which as the name suggests was 
suspended from telegraph wires 
rather than running on the 
ground. 

And was there a castle in the air? 
There certainly was when at the 
Antwerp exhibition in 1894 the 
idea was promoted of using 
150,000 cubic feet of lighter 
than air gas in a balloon to 
support the building of a town. 
Residents would ascend and 
descend using elevators. 
Naturally it was all hot air and 
never saw the light of day.  

For more information on the Probus Club of 
Basingstoke see their web site 
www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com. 

 

 

Castles in the Air and Other Fantastic Inventions 

https://www.history.ac.uk/research/victoria-county-history/vch-publications/red-book-series
http://www.history.ac.uk/research/victoria-county-history/county-histories-progress/hampshire
http://www.history.ac.uk/research/victoria-county-history/county-histories-progress/hampshire
http://www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com
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Puzzle Solutions  

STRATFIELD SAYE VILLAGE 

HALL 
 

 

 

A small, attractive and traditional hall in 
New Street, Stratfield Saye 

Ideal for children’s parties and functions 

Ample parking 

To view or hire, contact Linda on:  

(01189)332106 

St Leonard’s Church Room is 

available for hire 
The Church Room attached to St Leonard's 
is a light modern space with kitchen (Food 

Hygiene Rating 5), and toilet facilities. 
Suitable for business and community group 

meetings or parties. Large car park.   

For more information about hiring please 
contact:  

admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk / 01256 
882788 
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YOUR LOCAL TRADE 
PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR 

PLUMBING, HEATING & 
ELECTRICAL NEEDS  

FOR MORE DETAILS 
PLEASE CONTACT US: 

     Tel: 01256 880044   
MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: 
admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

mailto:admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk
mailto:admin@pscservices.co.uk
http://www.pscservices.co.uk
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Advertisers' Index 

  

 
Building Construction and Contractors 

 
P. 

Access4Lofts 7 

Croudace Homes 18 

ITC Roofing 19 

Millbrook Building Solutions 46 

R T Mitchell 25 

Business Services  

Worting House 35 

Computers  

Andmore Consulting 41 

SoL Computers 45 
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Alton School 7 

Basing Tutors 46 

Willowdene Nursery School 9 

Funerals  

Alexander & Dry 41 

Ash Brook Independent Funeral Directors 39 

Haven Memorials 9 

Jonathan Williams 30 

Spencer & Peyton 9 

Garages  

Beech Hill Garage 37 

The Garage at Sherfield 39 
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Child Sleep Matters 46 
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Gwynne Dental 19 

HIPP Pilates 37 

Italdent 45 

Natural & Reiki Healing 46 

S B Physiotherapy 25 

SurgeBikes 42 

The Salon 24 
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AMS Mayfair (Water Softener Specialists) 41 

Basingstoke Appliance Services 34 

Basingstoke Gas & Heating 23 
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Fyne Flooring 24 
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Molegone 30 
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Edmonds Accountancy 17 
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Wills Chandler 23 

Plumbing  

A W Burt 25 

LFM Plumbing 9 

Niall Catlin 30 

PSC Services 45 

Pubs and Restaurants  

Four Horseshoes 18 

Shops  

The Shop in Sherfield on Loddon 25 

Tilehurst Village Butchers 43 

Wellington Farm Shop 10 

West Green Fruits 35 
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Rector:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, email  
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Tuesday) 

Assistant Priest  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
sc.cedars@greenbee.net  

Curate (priest responsible for Bramley and  
Little London):  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  

Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
lgoodall.work@gmail.com 

 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, Sherfield-on-
Loddon, RG27 0JB  
Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Treasurer: Peter Martinson 07952 873274 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
 

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453  
rosyhannah@hotmail.com 
  

Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye  

with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and Bramley - Church Officers 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
    

All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles 
Tel. 01256 880559 

advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
 

Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month 
Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. Requests are 

dealt with in order. 
 Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 

Editor for the November edition - Simon Boase and Chiara Zamin  
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 16th October 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee 

Chair and Editor Jane Abrams  01256 881188  
jabrams2226@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 
advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Simon Boase Editor and CTO 
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com 

Howard Perkins Editor 
01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 

Carl Lesh, Editor  
07863 656604  
carl.lesh@sky.com 

 

Chiara Ziamin, Editor 
chiara.zamin@gmail.com 

Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 

Rev. Stephen Ball 01256 881071 
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 

Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
LynGiugovaz@gmail.com 

Claire Osborne 01256 324458  
guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk 

Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379  
dgdawson@sky.com 

Loddon Valley Link  
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Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 

881066  
882426 
07733 322457 
07585 578295 
882096 
882534 
465214 
882334  
07775 674869 
07824337789  
07552114188  
07785 580456 
882798 
880903 
07867 547696 
882350  
882798 
882534 
882106 
101 
101 
880075 
882210 
882687 
423855 
882605 
882680 
882350  
883967  
07421704209 
880075 
 
07468 427684 
07940 212441 
07585 578295  
842662 
881760 
881021 
07771 727547 
0118 933 2106  
882351 
 
882334 
07796 045944 
882453 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments 
Basingstoke Gazette  
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr 
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr 
Brownies 
Breach Lane Chapel 
Catholic Church 
Clift Surgery Patient Group 
Cricket Club (Sherfield) 
Cricket Club (ST & HW) 
 
 
Evergreens                    
Happy Faces Playgroup 
Loddon Players 
Loddon Quilters 
Loddon Sports Junior Football Club 
Lunch Club  
NWR   
Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk  
Police - Sherfield Park 
Poppies 
Post Office 
Rainbows 
Sherfield Community Care Grp  
Sherfield on Loddon Fete 
Sherfield & District Gardening Club 
 
Sherfield Park Community Centre 
Sherfield Park Parish Council 
Sherfield & District Show 
Sherfield Village Hall  
 Caretaker/Bookings 
 Management Committee 
 Trustee   
Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 
Sherfield Village Green Volunteers 
Short Mat Bowls 
Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
Stratfield Saye Village Hall 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting 
Toddler Group 0-5s  
Tree Wardens 
  
Whist Drive  
 

Bob Weller  
Chris Horton 
Venetia Rowland 
Nick Robinson 
Liz Hawkins 
Geoff Belsham                            
Fr. Chris Rutledge 
John Darker 
Steve Dummer  
Paul Baldwin (Chm) 
Manoj George  (Captain) 
Martin Turvey (Contact) 
Jean Berntsen 
Viv Allway and Alison Smith 
Peter Francis  
Jacky Morgan     
Fred Berntsen 
Helen Belsham                           
Gill Fearon 
PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 
PCSO Krystof Nadvornik 
Natalie Larner 
 
Pam Luck 
Basingstoke NeighbourCare 
Bruce Batting 
Dan Farrow  
Andy Morgan  
Louise Grainger  
Steve Vaux 
Natalie Larner                                  
 
Wendy Gosden 
Ivan Gosden 
Nick Robinson  
Karen Ross 
John Attwood 
Norman Stanley 
Louise Webb 
Linda Bishop 
Sheila Campbell (Chair) 
TBC                           
John Darker 
Cllr Diana Effiong 
Virgilius Vickers  
                      
 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
mailto:lgoodall.work@gmail.com
mailto:rosyhannah@hotmail.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:perkinsthekeep@gmail.com
mailto:carl.lesh@sky.com
mailto:chiara.zamin@gmail.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:perkinsthekeep@gmail.com
mailto:guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
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 HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced, 
local lady who cleans every corner. References. Tel 07933 316989 or e-mail 
mariacleaning@live.co.uk  

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, 
payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, re
-wires, lights etc.  No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, jce.morris@outlook.com   

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden 
maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 0784 230 3366 . E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com 

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR, 25 years experience, good pass rate, patient, semi-retired, good 
with nervous drivers. Reasonable rates for 1, 1 1/2 or 2 hour lessons. Graham Ling 07806 
469963 

FOR SALE Mobility Scooter, Exercise Bike, Ladies Cycle, Push Wheelchair. For details and 
prices contact Janet on 01256 881311. 

ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 words. Anything from lost cats to small services. 
Just drop an email to:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
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Interested? 

Please ring Jean Berntsen on 01256 882798 or 

 May McQueen on 01256 886177 

Evergreens Club 

Who are we? 
 

We are a social club for both men and women from Sherfield on 
Loddon and the surrounding area 

 

Founded over 60 years ago, we meet on the first Monday of every 
month at 2pm at The Four Horseshoes. 

 
 

We would like you to join us to enjoy the company of others, 
listen to guest speakers, maybe play a game or just have a good 

old chat over a cup of tea and a biscuit. 

mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:jce.morris@outlook.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
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