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D 
ear Friends 

In a well-known magazine I read the 
following:  

“The words ‘tweet’, ‘web’, ‘stream’ and ‘cloud’ all 
once evoked images of the great outdoors.  But 
mention these words to today’s children and they’ll 
more than likely think you’re talking about social 
media or digital technology.  A new survey by 
language experts revealed 37% of children associated 
the word ‘web’ with the internet rather than spiders, 
while just 1% of those asked said ‘tweet’ referred to 
birds.” 

I do remember my mother complaining bitterly at 
the way words had been “hijacked” (her description) 
to mean something completely different and, indeed, 
often risque.  She responded by regularly using them 
in what she felt was their true context, much to the 
astonishment of her grandchildren. 

I must admit that I, too, can be a bit grumpy about 
the way words have significantly changed meaning.  
However, after reading the quote above, I realised 
that I was very much part of the streaming and 
tweeting generation, even if I am only dipping my 
toes in the water.   

The reality is that things change, language develops 
and we have to go with it.  So, too, do other aspects 
of our society and culture.  I see that it is so easy to 
get stuck in our own time-frame, which is usually the 
past and often our formative years as children and 
young adults.  Please don’t misunderstand me, whilst 
there are many exciting and new innovations in all 
aspects of our culture, there is still great value in 
rooting ourselves in what is good, creative, 
wholesome and sensible - I suppose you might call it 
our traditions.  The key for me is using the best of 
what has been and combining it with the best of 
what is emerging. 

As we look back through history we realise that this 
challenge has always existed.  As human beings in 
our formative years we are ready and willing to try 

out new things and be inventive 
with our language.  As we get 
older we become more fixed 
and less willing to step out of our 
comfort zone.  Of course, I note 
that this is a very broad 
generalisation but it is something I 
often see, both in myself and others.  It was true in 
Jesus’ day too.  There are a few times in the Gospels 
where Jesus confronts the rigidity of the 
establishment quite forcefully.  In one passage he 
calls them, “a brood of vipers”.  His main complaint 
is that their fixed ideological, political and religious 
positions resulted in the oppression of most of the 
population - as if they didn’t have enough to deal 
with via the Romans.  Of them, in Matthew 23 v4, 
Jesus says, “They tie up heavy loads and put them on 
men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing 
to lift a finger to move them.” 

It is true that Jesus was a revolutionary but his 
revolution was founded in God’s generosity, mercy 
and love.  It is important to note that he was not 
advocating throwing away the old and bringing in 
the new, rather, taking what was good and of God 
from the past and combining it with a new vision of 
hope and freedom through faith in him.  His passion 
was to set people free and release them to love as 
God loves us and he was willing to die for that 
cause. 

I see a real challenge here.  One of the best ways to 
alienate those who are different from us is to reject 
their culture and insist on keeping things the way 
they are.  One of the best ways of influencing our 
culture for the better is by listening to them and, 
though we may not be able to embrace everything, 
to value who they are, remembering that we were 
once different too. 

Every blessing. Stephen. vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com  
07943 014277 

Minister’s Letter 

 

Remembrance Sunday 

Sunday 10th November, 10.45am 

Please join us for a service of remembrance at the Village War Memorial,  

Sherfield on Loddon 

The collection during the service will be for ‘Combat Stress’ 
Followed by refreshments in the Village Hall 
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W 
elcome to the  November Issue of the 
Loddon Valley Link.  

On a personal note I’ve now been enjoying 
editing this magazine for 10 years. It’s a very rewarding 
role supporting our diverse local community and I can 
recommend it to anyone with a little bit of spare time. 
Coincidently we’re looking for another editor to join 
our happy team so if you fancy learning more about the 
role and what’s going on in our community please get 
in touch.  

This time of year following the autumnal equinox is 
normally a quiet time as we prepare for winter however 
we have a whole range of activities and events 
happening so check out the various pages.  

If you’re having fireworks in the garden or going to an 
organised display  please take care and think about wild 
and pet animals. 

In case you haven’t noticed from our cover, kindly 
supplied by John Atwood, its remembrance day on the 
10th. Watch out for commemorations in Sherfield 
Village and in Basingstoke Town Centre.  

We’ve all the usual reports plus of particular note: 
Its good to see the Loddon Players back in action at the 
end of the month p8. Bramley Scouts will be offering 
their local delivery service p8. Our local MP comments 
on local regeneration. The Loddon Lilies feature in our 
centre pages (thanks Chiara). A great group of local 
ladies raising lots of money for charity. Chronic pain 
support features on p28. Lots going on in Sherfield 
Village hall p13 and Sherfield Park p32. An interesting 
view of the history of Sherfield Show on p33.   

Please keep your contributions coming in. The 
magazine doesn't work without the community 
providing us with interesting articles and ideas. 
Contributions and criticisms to the usual address. 
Editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

 

Contents 

Church Services                 4 
Parish Registers     5 
Messy Church     5 
Prayer Page        8 
Messy Church     8 
Loddon Players      8 
Bramley Scouts - Christmas Deliveries   8 
Sherfield Park Parish Council   11 
Four Lanes School   11 
Village Green Volunteers   12 
Sherfield Village Hall   13 
Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council  15 
Ranil Writes   16 
NWR   16 
Sherfield & District Gardening Club  20 
Rotary   21 
Sherfield Park Matters   22 
Loddon Lilies   26 
Chronic Pain Support   28 
British Legion   28 
Chineham Library   31 
Chineham WI    31 
Sherfield Park Community Centre  32 
Sherfield’s Champion Gardeners   33 
Puzzle Page   40 
Crime Data   43 
Advertisers' Index   47 
Benefice Contact Information   48 
Useful Telephone Nos.    49 
Small Ads   50 

Editorial 

The Loddon Valley Link is compiled and edited entirely by volunteers who live in the local community and take 
part in its activities. It is hand distributed by volunteer neighbours to over 2,000 houses across the parishes of 
Sherfield on Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Turgis. It is available online at 
loddonvalleylink.org.uk. We return any profits to the community in the form of grants, which amounted to nearly 
£3,000 last year. 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link aims to provide accurate information but the Management Committee cannot accept any liability in respect 

of errors or omissions. Any opinions expressed in articles are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Loddon Valley Link 
Management Committee. The Committee cannot be held responsible for the reliability or quality of any goods, work or services in this 

publication or on our website. The Editor's decision as to the inclusion and content of articles is final. If inaccurate, mis leading or otherwise 
inappropriate information is brought to our attention, we will make every reasonable effort to correct or remove it as soon as possible.  

Simon Boase 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
http://www.loddonvalleylink.org.uk
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Sunday 3rd Nov  All Saints Day 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine                    Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Holy Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye 

10.30am Matins St James Bramley                

3.00pm All Souls Thanksgiving &                 
Remembrance service St Leonard’s Sherfield 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Friday 8th Nov   

4.15pm Messy Church Sherfield Park Community Centre     

Sunday 10th Nov Remembrance Sunday 3rd Sunday before Advent 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

10.00am Remembrance Service St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

10.30am Remembrance Service St James Bramley                

10.45am Remembrance Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye 

10.45am Remembrance Service Sherfield Village War Memorial 

Sunday 17th Nov  2nd Sunday before Advent 

8.00am Holy Communion                 Little London 

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley                

10.00am Holy Communion & Sunday Club St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.30am Morning Worship St James Bramley                

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Sunday 24th Nov  Last Sunday before Advent 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am  Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Together in Worship St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

Sunday 1st Dec  Advent Sunday 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

10.00am Holy Communion       St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye 

10.30am Christingle St James Bramley                

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Services November 2019 

Children are welcome at all our services.  

Services in italics are particularly geared to children and families. 
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Parish Registers 

 

WEDDING 

Camilla Jean Dennis &  11th October  Sherfield on Loddon 

 Oliver Robert King 

FUNERALS 

James (Jim) Henry Staines  10th September   Crematorium Sherfield 

Margaret Elphick    20th September   Crematorium Sherfield 

Brian Edward Archer   23rd September   Crematorium Sherfield 

Edna Dawn Rickwood   27th September   Crematorium Sherfield 

 

Friday 8th November 2019        

All welcome!   
Theme - Feast of Faith 

 
4.15pm start, singing, dancing and parable then lots of fun craft followed by a 

tasty meal, finishing at 5.45pm  
 

PLEASE NOTE - IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU BOOK 

In order for us to plan catering and avoid wastage  

(and please advise of any food allergies).   

For more information and to book, please contact :  

Rosy Staines - rosyhannah@hotmail.com  

or on Facebook: messychurchsol 

 

All Souls Thanksgiving and Remembrance Service 

Sunday 3rd November, 3pm St Leonard’s, Sherfield on Loddon 

 

Everyone is invited to this gentle service of thanksgiving and remembrance, followed by re-
freshments.  

If you would like the name of your loved one(s) read out in the service, even if you are unable 
to attend,  please let Stephen have them by email. vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com  

You are also invited to bring a small memento of your loved one to place on the altar during 
the service (to be collected afterwards).   
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Catholic Services 

St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke. 

Parish Office Open:  

Tuesday to Friday  
9.30 am-1.00 pm Tel.465214. 

Sunday Mass 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm  

  
 

Breach Lane Chapel, Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416 

Baptist Chapel 

November 2019 

Sunday 3rd 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

Sunday 10th 10.30am Family Worship led by Graham Locke 

  10.45am Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial 

Tuesday 12th 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 17th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen including Holy Communion 

Sunday 24th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

  6pm SENSE Contemporary Worship 

Tuesday 26th 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY – SUNDAY  
10 NOVEMBER 2019 @ 11am 

The annual Remembrance Sunday Service and Parade 
will take place this year on Sunday 10 November at 
the War Memorial, Basingstoke. 

This year the parade routes have changed. The march 
will commence from the bandstand in War Memorial 
Park to the War Memorial. Following the service, the 
parade will march through the Top of the Town to 
the end of London Street. There will not be a mar-
quee. 

If your association is interested in participating 
(parade, laying a wreath) then please email  
MayoralCoordinator@basingstoke.gov.uk  

All are welcome to attend.  

Page 7 

 

mailto:MayoralCoordinator@basingstoke.gov.uk


Page 8 

 

Matthew 11: 28-30 

“Come to me, all you who are tired and are carrying heavy 
loads. I will give you rest. 29 Become my servants and learn 
from me. I am gentle and free of pride. You will find rest for 
your souls. 30 Serving me is easy, and my load is light.” 

Prayer for the month 

God of all compassion and mercy, you have made us 
to be like you in the way we love, serve and care for 
our world and its peoples, yet our actions are often 
so far from yours in how that plays out in our daily 
lives. Fill us with your Holy Spirit and enable us to 
become more like you. Help us to always be ready to 
grow and be open to new possibilities whilst being 
faithful to you. Help us not to become stuck in our 
ways when faced with embracing new things that 
take us beyond our comfort zones.  Amen. 

Prayer points for November 

In this season or remembering and proclamation of 
peace we pray for the nations of the world, especially 
those experiencing conflict now. We pray for all 
whose task and passion is the pursuit of peace. As 
we commemorate and give thanks for those who 
have given their lives in two world wars and those 
killed or injured in all conflicts since, we pray not 
only for peace but that it will begin in us. We pray 

for politicians, who often have the difficult 
choices to make to keep us safe, that you 
will guide them to wise decisions. 

We pray for the continuing so called ‘brexit’ 
negotiations that, above all, party politics will be laid 
aside in favour of the real needs of people especially 
those on low incomes or with other vulnerabilities. 

Loving God, we pray for our homes and families. 
We pray especially for those who are lonely; that we 
may see who they are and offer the hand of 
friendship. We pray for all who are ill in any way; 
that with our support and loving concern they may 
find healing in body, mental strength, wisdom to 
navigate the days ahead and a sense of your presence 
and love for them as well as our love and prayers for 
them. Bless those who care for them. 

We pray for all who grieve the loss of loved ones, 
whether recently or in the past, and we ask for your 
comfort and peace. In Jesus name we pray 

Amen. 

Prayers for October 
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MEETING DATES 

T 
he next full Parish Council meeting will be held 
on Wednesday 13th November 2019 at 7.30pm. 
The agenda and supporting items will be 

available on the Parish Council Notice Boards and 
website, no less than 5 days beforehand.  

CASUAL VACANCY 

The Parish Council currently has a vacancy for a Parish 
Councillor and would like to co-opt a new member to 
join the team. Anyone interested in applying should 
contact the Clerk by email in the first instance for more 
information – clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk 

HAMPSHIRE ALERT & CCTV 

Please sign up to www.hampshirealert.co.uk – whether 
you have CCTV or not, this smart website invites you 
to participate in the exchange of information with 
Hampshire Constabulary and Neighbourhood Watch. 
As a registered recipient you will not only benefit from 
two way messaging but may also hear about positive 
police action in your community, help identify 
suspected or wanted criminals or learn about 
community groups, events or meetings in your area. It 
also enables the police to see instantly who has CCTV 
and contact you directly if they are seeking CCTV 
footage in any particular area. 

DOG WASTE IN PUBLIC AREAS 

Now the winter evenings are drawing in, please make 
sure you clear up after your dog in the dark to reduce 
the risk of ‘surprises’ on our shoes the next day.   

TRAFFIC CALMING 

The Parish Council recently secured funding from 
Hampshire County Council, with the support of 
County Cllr Elaine Still, for traffic calming signs to be 
displayed around Sherfield Park.  The Parish Council 
have received some great feedback regarding the ‘20 is 
plenty’ and ‘children crossing’ signs and thanks 
residents for their comments. 

NEW WEBSITE COMING SOON! 

The Parish Council are working hard on a new website 
to make sure residents are kept informed of local news 
and events, as well as sharing dates, agendas and 
minutes relating to Parish Council business. Please send 
us your Sherfield Park photographs and sign up to the 
newsletter when the new site launches at the end of the 
month. 

Tracy Hamer, Clerk to Sherfield Park Parish Council 

 

Y ear 2 have been learning about Beegu, she is a 
neon glowing alien that lives on Saturn. She 
was traveling in her mini spaceship when she 

crashed onto a strange planet called Earth. She was 
really scared and felt miserable and was lost, she met 
lots of people and animals on her journey. Eventually 
her Mum and Dad came in the big spaceship to take 
their little one back home. We have been writing 
acrostic space poems using lots of adjectives. In science 
we have been thinking about us as humans and our life 
cycle as a baby, toddler, child, teenage, adult and elderly 
person and what that looks like. We have been sorting 
animals into babies and adults and if they have live 
young or they are born in an egg and thinking about the 
life cycle of some animals. We have been thinking 
about eating healthily. 

Year 1 have been learning about fairy tales. They wrote 
their own story of The Three Little Pigs because the 
Fairy Godmother’s book was ruined so she needed a 
new story. They are having a fairy tale ball tomorrow to 

celebrate. They have been making 
portraits of themselves and thinking 
about working in the style of Picasso. 
In maths they have been working on numbers being 
more and less, greater and less than.  

Year R have had a grand opening of their astro turf 
garden area opened by Mr Stockdale, the site manager. 
They have been learning their letter sounds and are 
starting to learn to read words. They have been learning 
about and exploring Autumn, they have had a conker 
competition to see which class could collect the most! 
They have been rolling conkers in paint to make 
pictures and making leaf prints.  

The school have celebrated Hello Yellow day for 
Mental Health today (10.10.2019) by wearing 
something yellow. Year R danced a happy dance to take 
part. There was a photo booth at lunchtime with props 
to make people smile and laugh.  

Srivaths Haryvanam & Isabelle Rutter  

Four Lanes School  

mailto:clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.hampshirealert.co.uk
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T 
he Village Green Events Volunteers 
would like to thank the Parish council 
for the use of the Pavilion and Village 

Green. This proved to be a very pleasant venue 
for the Macmillan coffee morning. 

Also a huge thank you to everyone who baked 
cakes, donated raffle prizes and helped on the 
day. 

With the addition of the BBQ which was 
purchased with a generous donation from the 
London Valley Link many people enjoyed bacon 
rolls. 

We have sent a cheque to Macmillan for £433. 

Our next event is the Reindeer Trail which starts 
at 10.30am on the 14th December from the 
Pavilion, Goddards Lane. 

We hope to see you there. 

Village Green Volunteers Macmillan Coffee Morning 

O 
ur friendly local service station 
and shop has been subject to a 
double whammy lately.  

Chatting with the manager recently the 
overnight closures on the A33 have 
significantly hit business. This has been 
exacerbated by a spate of petty thefts 
despite CCTV in operation.  

Please support your local shop and if you 
see anything suspicious let the manager 
know.  

Trouble at Turgis Green Service Station 
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Home & Garden Services-Sherfield is a 
local company that specialises in 

providing value for money solutions 
for all of your home and garden 

improvements, maintenance and 
repairs. One off jobs - big or small - 
and regular maintenance services to 

keep your property and garden in 
good order 

Fully insured  

Best prices - All work guaranteed 

Home 
Household Repairs 
Patios  -  Painting 
Plumbing - Paving 

01256 358870 
07825 685923 

Garden 
Scarifying 
Rotovating 
Trimming 
Mowing 
Aquatics 
Maintenance 
Fencing 

Tree 
Surgery 
and 
Seasoned 
Logs 

www.hgs-sherfield.co.uk 
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Meeting dates 

T 
he next Parish Council meetings will be 
held on Tuesday 12th November 2019 and 
10th December 2019. The Parish Council 

agreed at the October meeting that there would no 
longer be a Village Green and Leisure Committee 
and that the Full Council would consider all these 
matters.  
 
Pond work 
Unfortunately  due to the weather the Jubilee pond will 
not be dredged this year, however the work on the 
Trees surrounding will take place if and when 
permission is granted.  
 
Parking 
The Parish Council has agreed to install CCTV cameras 
in the Village Green car park where the Football 
Pavilion is sited. This will have no impact on any 
neighbouring properties and will be covered by the 
Parish Council’s CCTV policy which will be included 
on the Parish Council’s website prior to installation.  
 
Tree work 
 SSE has completed a lot of tree works on the Village 
Green where trees had become a danger to the over 
head cables. Several loads of chippings have been sent 
to the Allotments which is good news. 
 
Drainage 
All drainage works  across the Green have now been 
completed.  
 
Feeding the Birds 
It has come to the attention of the Parish Council that 
people are leaving iced cakes and large pieces of bread 
out for the Wildlife on the Village Green. Please can 
those doing this refrain, this has caused health issues to 
local dogs and is regarded as littering. 
 
Banner Stand 
The Parish Council is having a banner stand built so all 
advertising banners can be placed on the stand. This is 
the only place they can be sited and permission needs 
to be sought prior to its use. 
Any further advertising boards placed on the Village 
Green  without permission will be removed. 
 
Reindeer Trail 
The successful Reindeer Trail will be held again this 
year. The Event starts at 10.30am at Community 
Pavilion. There will be Miller’s Ark which is a living 
Nativity as well as refreshments and a BBQ 

 
Community Pavilion 
The Parish Council has applied change of use from D2 
(cricket pavilion) to D1 (community pavilion). This is 
to allow all residents to make use of the facility. To date 
Charity Events held there have raised just under £3,000 
which is amazing and congratulations must go to all 
those involved in these events.  
There does appear to be some misinformation 
circulating in the Village regarding this application. The 
Pavilion is not intended to be used as a party venue. It 
is a meeting place and has housed events such as an 
NCS BBQ which raised money for Charity, Macmillan 
Coffee Mornings,  pop-up café and a group of mums 
who got together for a coffee and a chat whilst their 
children played on the Green.  
The Pavilion will not be in competition with the Village 
Hall. They will be servicing completely different 
clientele. The events are largely using  the Green with 
an indoor facility which cannot be accommodated at 
the Village Hall. The Pavilion only houses 
approximately 16 people inside so cannot compete with 
the Village Hall and their brilliant facilities. 
The Cricket club will be not be affected by this change 
of use. 
Events will be scheduled around the Cricket Club 
usage. The Cricket Club will always come first. It would 
be fantastic if Villagers could unite around increasing 
facilities for the resident’s and create a real Community. 
Anyone wishing to make any representation be they 
positive or negative can email 
planning.commnents@basingstoke.gov.uk quoting 
reference 19/01983/RET 
 
 
Karen Ross, Clerk to Sherfield on Loddon Parish 
Council 
PO Box 6862, Basingstoke RG24 4QZ   
Tel: 01256 842662 
Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 

Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 

mailto:planning.commnets@basingstoke.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk
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R 
egular readers of this column will know that, as 
someone who grew up in Hook and who spent 
many years as a councillor and Deputy Leader 

of Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council, I have always 
taken a keen interest in the built environment of North 
East Hampshire – both as a means of beautifying our 
surroundings and of serving the needs of residents and 
businesses. 

Not far from here, in my colleague Leo Docherty’s 
constituency of Aldershot, Rushmoor Borough Council 
is embarking on an ambitious regeneration programme 
for Aldershot town centre. This will completely 
transform a town with latent potential into an attractive 
and dynamic space that meets the needs of residents and 
businesses in the 21st century. 

I have personal experience of this approach from when I 
was Deputy Leader of Basingstoke & Deane Borough 
Council, and much of this innovative regeneration work 
has continued in Basingstoke since my election to 
Parliament. An example is the scheme to build a new 
headquarters for the pharmaceutical firm Eli Lilly in 

Basing View and rent it back to them – 
thus securing 400 good jobs locally 
and a long-term source of revenue for 
the council. 

These successful regeneration projects, 
which are bringing in new businesses by redeveloping 
brownfield sites, are only possible because Basingstoke & 
Deane Borough Council and Rushmoor Borough 
Council both have strong and comprehensive visions for 
their districts. Many residents tell me that they would like 
Hart District Council to be bolder and play its role in 
developing a regeneration vision for Hart, just as their 
neighbours have done. They needn’t start from scratch. 
They can build on some of the work that has already 
been for them by for example, Hook Parish Council and 
their Neighbourhood Plan. It can be done! 

As ever, I would be interested to know your views on 
this, as well as how you would like to see your area 
regenerated. You can send me an email to: 
email@ranil.uk or attend one of my ‘Tell Ranil’ events. 
Details, as ever, on my website.  

Ranil Writes  - Neighbourhood Plans and Local Regeneration 

 NWR’s recent meeting was to review four books.  
The first we reviewed was ‘The Tattooist of 
Auschwitz’ by Heather Morris.  This is the true story 
of Lale Eisenberg, a Slovakian Jew, who was 
transported to Auschwitz in 1942, believing that he 
was just going to work.  Instead he was 
imprisoned in a German concentration camp in 
Poland where he became the tattooist.  He 
vowed to survive and leave the camp a free 
man and this is the story of his remarkable 
fight to remain positive and help his fellow 
prisoners.  We felt that it was an uplifting 
story, not as depressing as one might expect 
and a book that everyone should read.  It does 
have a happy ending! 
The second book was ‘The Perfect Girl’ by Gilly 
Macmillan.  This fitted in with our music theme in 
that the main character was a very talented pianist.  
She lives with her second ‘perfect’ family, but she 
hides a terrible secret until one evening, at a concert 
where she is performing with her step-brother, her 
past is revealed.  Later that evening her mother is 
found dead.  Her uncle and aunt take charge to 
discover what actually happened.  We felt that it was a 
compelling read we couldn’t put down.  
Our third review was ‘Gone’ by Min Kym, an 
acclaimed Korean violinist and child prodigy who 

told the story of the theft of her 
1696 Stradivarius.  Some of us loved it, finding the 
story of her upbringing very enlightening and how 
she was discovered to have exceptional talent at the 
young age of seven.  It was also interesting to learn 

about the music world and the workmanship that 
goes into making a violin.  Some thought that it 
went on for too long, that Min was too 
egotistical and there was too much 
introspection. 
The last book was ‘Eleanor Oliphant is 
completely fine’ by Gail Honeyman, which 
fitted our ‘society’ theme really well.  Eleanor 

lives on her own, having suffered a very 
traumatic event in her young life.  A bright girl 

with a degree in Classics, she lives a simple existence 
in a flat on her own with no friends, wears the same 
clothes and eats the same food each day.  She works 
in accounts for a graphic design company and does 
not interact with her colleagues, being extremely 
socially awkward.  Two events change her life and 
eventually the trauma of her early years is revealed, 
with a surprising twist at the end.  We all enjoyed it 
very much and most of us did not predict the ending. 
Our next meeting is our annual music evening. 

Gill Fearon 
 

National Women's Register 
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W 
e are delighted to be joined by Andy 
McIndoe on Monday 18th of 
November. Andy will be telling us 
all about ‘The Winter Garden’. 

 
© andymcindoe.com 

With over 40 years experience in retail and production 
horticulture, Andy is a regular contributor to a number 
of magazines, blogs and BBC Radio.  

During his long career with Hillier Nurseries he was 
responsible for the development of the Company’s 
chain of garden centres and for 25 consecutive Gold 
Medal winning exhibits at RHS Chelsea Flower Show.  

Andy now works as a freelance  consultant and with his 
wife, design and advise on gardens of all sizes. They 
specialise in planting for year round interest and 
welcome groups by appointment to their 2 acre 
naturalistic garden, Sandhill Farm, Hampshire during 
the spring, summer and autumn.   

Andy’s special interests include hardy shrubs, trees, 
herbaceous perennials, flower bulbs and garden design 
and he has authored books on all of these subjects.  

Andy was awarded the prestigious Veitch Memorial 
Medal by the Royal Horticultural Society on 22nd 
February 2017 in recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to the science and practice of horticulture. 

Anyone interested in gardening will be most welcome 
to join us at the Sherfield Village Hall at 7:45pm. 

 
For arrangements contact Dan on 882680 or Andy on 

882350 

Sherfield and District Gardening Club 
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The Post Office and the Petition 

T 
he post office at Chineham Centre has meant a 
lot to Sherfield Park residents and its loss 
hurts. Nothing against the post office in House 

28, but the Chineham Centre is a centre for a reason.  
There are two things standing in the way of getting a 
new post office in the redeveloped Chineham Centre.  
The first is appropriate space and the second is a 
qualified post master.  The truth is that both issues boil 
down to money, but neither issue appears unsolvable.   
Our political leaders have drafted a petition which asks 
the House of Commons to get the relevant parties 
together to get us a post office.  They need our 
support, so please consider signing the petition.  The 
more of us that sign, the better our chances of success.  
Copies of the petition are available from our Parish 
Council or the Community Centre or they can be 
downloaded from  
www.maria4basingstoke.co.uk/campaigns/chineham-
post-office .  Or if all else fails, ask me at my personal 
email address (levins31@icloud.com). 

Sherfield Park Book and Bottle Club 
We now have our own book club.  Yes, the aptly 
named Sherfield Park Book and Bottle is an officially 
sanctioned, bonefide book club.  Led by Pam Ruffman, 
the group meets once a month at the community centre 
to discuss books chosen by the members themselves.  
So far we have read and discussed books as varied as 
“The White Tiger” a Man Booker Prize winning novel 

by Aravind Adiga and the classic 
“Frankenstein” by Mary Shelley. 
If the name of the book club has not already given it 
away, I must reveal what has become an integral part of 
the group.  In September we enjoyed a lovely red wine.  
In October a white.  November will be red again. There 
is, to the discerning, a pattern appearing.   
Meetings are generally in the afternoon of the third 
Friday of the month. Another pattern. 
There are no fees, initiation ceremonies or secret 
handshakes.  And there is some flexibility about the 
wine.  Please contact Pam at 
pamela.ruffman@gmail.com for details and  further 
information. 

The Races 
Not everyone gets their juices flowing at a book club 
discussion.  For those whose interests lie elsewhere, 
don’t forget the races on 23 November.  It’s a Charity 
Night designed for the whole family.   

Changes at the Centre 
The observant among you may have already noticed 
some changes at the centre.  For the rest of us, I will 
tell you.  We are sprucing up the centre by painting the 
rooms with updated colours.  The complete job will 
take some months, but it’s all part of keeping the 
building somewhere we can all be proud of. 
Stephen Levin 
Vice Chairman 
Sherfield Park Community Association 
01256 883967 
communications@sherfieldparkcomunity.co.uk 

Sherfield Park Matters  
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by Chiara Zamin 

The Loddon Lilies have been raising money for 
Basingstoke hospital cancer unit. 

W 
e arranged to meet at House Twenty8 
in Sherfield on Loddon. Jane Twomey, 
the founder of the group “Loddon 

Lilies” which supports the Hampshire Hospitals 
charity, was already sitting on a couch and waiting 
for me in a lovely corner of the coffee shop, Jane 
smiled at me radiantly: she was eager to show how 
much work the “Loddon Lilies” have done since 
they started this adventure in late 2018. She 
represents a group of ladies (22 at the moment) of 
different ages and background, all locally based 
and with a common goal to help 
other people. For their first fund 
raising project, the Loddon Lilies 
have prepared and published a 
calendar which is being sold for 
£10 during the many local events 
happening throughout 2019. 
Their aim is to raise money, in 
particular, for the Wessex Ward, 
the unit of the Basingstoke 
hospital specialising in cancer 
treatments and supported by 
Elizabeth Hall Cancer Care Trust. 
At stake is the implementation of 
the technique of the autologous 
marrow transplant in the 
Basingstoke unit, which would 
enable patients to have their own 
marrow harvested, stored and 
given back to them after the 
chemotherapy. This will allow the unit to treat the 
patients locally without having to send them to 
either Oxford or Southampton. I asked Jane how 
and why she came up with the fundraising idea. 
“The occasion was my fiftieth birthday 
celebration in November 2018” she said. “I 
organised a sort of day out with all of my friends. 
We had such a great time that I thought I would 
love to meet up them again very soon.”. She told 
me that just before Christmas, she woke up one 
morning with a sort of light bulb in her mind: she 
realised that she wanted to raise money to help 
people in need and she thought that by doing it 
with her friends it would be much more rewarding 

and fun. The group of friends started meeting up 
at Jane’s house in February 2019; at that time 
there were only six of them. There is no doubt 
that an authentic passion is always contagious; 
over the months the number of ladies involved 
went up to 22, thanks to word of mouth and the 
determination of their leader Jane. The Loddon 
Lilies calendar has so far turned out to be a 
success, it has already raised more than £ 5,000 
through the sales at local events. “We got massive 
support from the villagers and also from all 
around Basingstoke area; we are very thankful for 
that” commented Jane.  

The calendar displays 11 Loddon Lilies, one for 
each month, plus for 
December a group 
photo . Each month 
is presented with a 
quotation and stands 
out for the a genuine 
touch of personality 
of the Loddon Lily. 
What all the photos 
share is a feeling of 
joy for life and a 
sense of humour.   

Just to mention a 
few, you have in 
March a laughing 
Loddon lily (Sharon 
Hewins) holding a 
gigantic glass of 
sparkling wine used 
to celebrate her 50th 

birthday. In April, you have Jane Twomey posing 
on a hay bale, wearing just wellies and a bunny 
ears. In November, the  landlady of the Four 
horse shoes, Jan Holden is simply posing behind 
the bar.. In December a photo of all the ladies 
involved in the project is displayed. They are 
wearing bunny ears and holding a glass of wine to 
celebrate Christmas. While we are sipping at a cup 
of latte another Loddon Lily, Katy, arrived and 
joined in our conversation. She underlined that 
creativity has played a big role.. For their stalls in 
local events they made artisanal greeting cards, 
bottles with little lights in them, raffles, cakes and 
various games. It is not just about a calendar for 

Fundraising Features- Loddon Lilies  
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them, it is about 
developing new ideas 
for fundraising activities 
addressed to different 
charities. The Loddon 
Lilies have been already 
thinking about the next 
project. “Our plan is to 
continue to raise money 
for a charity which 
changes every year 
chosen by the group ”. 
The new project is still 
top secret. “We are 
thinking of involving 
men too, but they will 
not be “Lilies”, Jane and 
Katy laughed.  

On January the 11th 2020, at 4.30pm in the Four 
Horseshoes , there will be a presentation of the 
final cheque announcing how much money the 
group has raised   

The next dates to meet the Loddon Lilies are:  
17th November 2019 and 15th December 2019 at 
the Sherfield Sunday Morning Market (10.30am-
1pm) where they will be present with their stall;  
23 November 2019 (12 pm-4 pm), Bramley 
Christmas Mistletoe;  
2 and 3 November 2019 (10 am-4 pm), Trunkwell 
House Hotel.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the top on this page from left: Angela 
Benedetti, Cheryl Blazey, Katy  Hinson, Jane  
Twomey;  below Tracey Bulpitt, Jane  Twomey, 
Aimee Paterson and  Katy Hinson. 
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Chronic Pain Support 

T 
he Basingstoke & District Disability Forum 
recently identified a lack of Basingstoke based 
support groups for people affected by the 

condition fibromyalgia. We responded to this need by 
creating two new Chronic Pain Support Groups, both 
take place once a month. We run our evening sessions 
on the first Tuesday of the month from 6pm to 8pm at 
Popley Fields Community Centre. The daytime sessions 
take place on the third Mondays from 1pm to 3pm at 
The Roger Morris Centre, Eastrop Way. Booking is not 
required, you are welcome to come along if you are 
affected by any chronic pain condition or are a carer of 

someone suffering with such a condition.  

The sessions are an opportunity to meet people with 
common experiences or concerns in a relaxed 
environment and to provide each other with 
encouragement, comfort and advice. Some sessions 
include the opportunity to take part in an activity or 
hear from a relevant speaker. For more information 
about what’s on please check our website 
www.bddf.org.uk, call us on 01256 423869 or email  
info@bddf.org.uk. 

Amanda Knowles, Service Coordinator 

W 
e sat 65 for dinner including wives, 
companions and guests. After dinner we 
were entertained by His Honour Judge 
Peter Clarke QC who gave an 

illuminating talk on the foibles of juries and his 
career as a High Court Judge. 

Our Auction raised £650 through bidding on a 
dinner for 2 at Tylney Hall, a 4 ball voucher at 
Weybrook Park Golf Club, a Heritage pocket watch, 
a glider flight experience at Lasham airfield, an 
afternoon for 4 at the Guards Polo Club, Smiths 
Lawn, Windsor Great Park and a cashmere 
pashmina. 

A very enjoyable evening hosted by our Chairman, 
John Delafield. 

Rhydian Vaughan 

Fb.com/tellrhydian 

THE BRAMLEY & DISTRICT ROYAL BRITISH LEGION ANNUAL DINNER 

The bemedalled gentlemen at our dinner in Sherborne St John.  

Page 29 

 

WOMEN'S SECTION,  

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 

None of us want to think about the dreaded "C" 
but time is fast approaching when we have to make 

plans, and that is where we are here to help. 

We are holding our Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 
30th November from 2.00 till 4.00pm  

50p entrance, in the Jack Morris Hall of the Royal 
British Legion, Old Basing.  

Looking for those lovely gifts but at bargain prices 
then we are the place to visit, our market stall has it 
all as well as cakes, jams, cards, jewellery and a host 

of other items.   

As a special treat we have a visit from Father 
Christmas  Once you have filled your bags you will 
deserve a nice cup of tea and a piece of cake or if 

you prefer a mince pie. You will of course have the 
opportunity to win fabulous prizes on our tombola 

as well as visiting our other stalls. 

Please make a note of this date in your diary, you 
will not be disappointed.  Looking forward to 

seeing you. 

http://www.bddf.org.uk
mailto:info@bddf.org.uk
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Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

   Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website: www.molegone.co.uk 
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N 
ow we’ve had half term and Halloween we 
are entering the run-up to Christmas. 
Christmas stock is already available to 

borrow, and Christmas-themed activities will be 
scheduled for December. In conjunction with an event 
at the Chineham Centre, we are holding an extra festive 
storytime followed by crafts on Saturday 14th 
December at 10am. Further details will be available 
nearer the time.  

Regular children’s activities follow their usual pattern, 
with rhymetimes for under ones at 10am and over ones 
at 11am on Tuesday mornings. There are drop-in craft 
sessions every first Saturday of the month from 10am 
to midday, and storytimes at 11am on all other 
Saturdays. Construction Club takes place on all 
Saturday afternoons from 2 – 3.30pm. The 
Chatterbooks group for primary school age children 
meets on the 7th November from 3.45 – 4.45pm.  

Our general reading group meets at 10.30-11.30 on 24th 
November, and new members would be welcome. Our 
friendly drop-in ‘Cuppa and Chat’ group now welcomes 
all ages and meets weekly between 10.30 and midday on 
Wednesday. Why not try coming for a social drink one 
week? There is a trio of crime talks given by Paul 
Stickler, with dates arranged for 5th December, 9th 
January and 27th February starting at 6pm. Tickets 
costing £15 are obtainable subject to availability from 

the library or the on-line shop. 
Paul Stickler is a retired police 
commander, now working as a 
criminologist/crime historian so 
should be interesting and 
knowledgeable.  

Age Concern continue with their Wednesday morning 
sessions helping the over 50’s with technology 

Chineham Library now has a small room available for 
hire, so if you are looking for a venue for meetings or 
other events, which can be outside of opening hours, 
do get in touch. Further details, including charges, are 
available from the library. 

Cathy Foster 

Cathy Foster 

0300 555 1387 

I 
'm sure you're desperate to know the answer to 
the burning question, "Did Chineham WI win the 
annual WI skittles competition?".  No, we 

didn't.  We came joint 5th out of 12 teams entered, but 
we had a lot of fun playing and a hot supper too! 

The Group held a great meeting in early October with 
the Countess of Carnarvon as our guest speaker.  The 
Countess gave us a delightful illustrated trip through 
the history of Highclere Castle, what it's like to live 
there, and the filming of the recent Downton Abbey 
film.  The Countess was keen to stress that Highclere is 
very much a family home.  She talked about the use of 
the castle as a hospital during the First World War and 
as a school during World War II.  The Countess has 
done a lot of research into the history of Highclere and 
is still uncovering old documents and ledgers.  Finally, 
the Countess answered questions from the audience 
and signed copies of her book, "Christmas at 
Highclere".   Highclere is well worth a visit, with some 
special events planned in the run up to Christmas. 

You are warmly invited to our annual Christmas Craft 
Fair on Saturday, 16th November 2019 at Chineham 

Village Hall between 11 am and 3 
pm.  A wide variety of different 
crafts will be represented by local 
crafters, with an array of inspiring gifts for everyone on 
Santa and Secret Santa's gift lists.  Crafts include 
carefully selected new crafts and familiar favourites. All 
the crafters have been selected for their quality items 
and value for money.  Their items are lovingly 
handmade by humans (not mass-produced by 
robots!).  There are no delivery costs, no delays, and 
entry and car parking are free.  So please come and take 
the opportunity to choose your gifts in person, without 
any of the online risk of finding the size/colour/scent 
to be disappointing when it arrives!  A warm welcome 
awaits you! 

25 November 2019 Craft Evening 

16 December 2019 A Musical Christmas Celebration 

 

Chineham WI belongs to the Loddon Group of WIs.   

Pam Malcolm, Treasurer, Chineham WI 

Women's Institute - Chineham  

Chineham Library 
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T 
he August 2017 edition of the Loddon Valley 
Link contained a fascinating account of the 
first Sherfield Cottage Garden Show held in 

1868. Clearly this was a well-patronised and lively 
event, full of interest for villagers and visitors, and it 
provided a pattern which was successfully repeated for 
thirteen years. The account of the show, summarised 
by John Darker, mentioned the vegetable, fruit and 
flower competition and named some of the award 
winners of the cottage garden competition.  
These competitions, held in September when 
vegetables and fruit would have been at their best, 
were restricted to agricultural labourers who lived in 
the village, their widows, and largely for flower 
exhibits, their wives and children, thus ensuring a level 
playing field by excluding, for example, those who 
were employed as gardeners, tradesmen and the local 
gentry. Whilst most cottages had gardens, some were 
too small to provide sufficient crops, so some 
individuals rented gardens not attached to any 
property. These could be near to their homes but not 
in all cases. Although figures are not available for the 
1870s, the 1841 Tithe Map and Tithe Apportionments 
reveal that there were 23 such gardens, principally used 
for vegetable and fruit growing in the village. The 
registered ‘occupiers’ of at least six were agricultural 
labourers but no doubt others were tended by them. 
In 1841 there were about 80 cottages, houses and 
other properties with gardens, after leaving aside 
mansions and their gardens, so these extra gardens 
were an important feature of the village. 

The account of the 1869 show records that there were 
nearly 400 entries and for 1873 there were 378 entries. 
Given that there were typically nearly 40 classes, 
competition would have been keen, since on average 
there would have been ten exhibits for each class. The 
classes included vegetables (for example, potatoes, 
root crops, cabbages, celery, cucumbers, marrows, 
beans, peas), fruit (for example, apples, pears, 
damsons, bullaces, grapes), some flowers (cultivated 
and wild) and honey. Occasionally there were extra 
awards for exhibits in very competitive classes and 
entries which were not included in the schedule of 
classes. In comparison, the 2017 Sherfield Show, open 
to all comers within 15 miles of the village, had 143 
entries to 39 horticultural classes but with fewer 
vegetable and fruit classes and many more flower and 
pot plant classes. 

We do not know how many of the agricultural 
labourers in the village entered exhibits but it is likely 
to have been a high proportion. For example, of the 
61 agricultural labourers and the like, retired 

agricultural labourers, and widows of agricultural 
labourers who were recorded as head of household in 
the 1871 census, representing nearly 40% of all 
households in the village, 52 had received at least one 
award in the years 1869-1874. So probably rather more 
had provided exhibits. This is consistent with a report 
of the 1873 show that 48 labourers had entered 
exhibits of which 34 received awards. Most of those 
who did not secure an award had less than five entries.  

There were compelling reasons to take the show 
seriously. In 1874 the first prize for the best cottage 
garden was 10s, the best collection of vegetables 7s, 
and for other classes 3s. In that year the most 
successful exhibitor, Samuel Woolford, secured 30s 6d 
in prize money, more than a fortnight’s wages! In the 
mid 1870s the typical basic weekly wage of an 
agricultural worker was 12s 6d (the equivalent today of 
£69) and a loaf of bread cost 2½d (£1.15). 
 
As the head of household would have had first claim 
on any garden, it is hardly surprising that few awards 
were secured by agricultural labourers who were not 
heads, for example, sons or lodgers, just two. 
However, there were four widows who were not heads 
who were successful as exhibitors, and four wives and 
daughters.  

As with many endeavours some people excel, some do 
well, and others tag along for the enjoyment of being 
involved. For the Sherfield show there were some who 
excelled year in year out, and others who were always 
to be seen in the rankings, receiving a number of first 
prizes and other awards. Over the six years 75 
exhibitors secured at least one of the 666 awards. Of 
these, 46 exhibitors gained at least one of the 220 first 
prizes.  

The most successful exhibitor was Samuel Woolford, 
aged 52 (all ages are for 1871), with 25 first prizes and 
42 other awards over six years. He lived in Pleasant 
Row, where the Village Hall now stands. He had a 
particular strength with top fruit. However, he did not 
dominate the show, for example in 1874 he gained just 
four first prizes and ten other awards. Samuel 
Woolford’s rival was George Costan, aged 45, who 
had a gift with potatoes. He gained 21 first prizes and 
24 other awards. He lived in a cottage at the southern 
entrance to Sherfield Hill House (now Sherfield Hall). 
Next, with plenty of awards and consistent 
performance were George Matthews, aged 28, (19 
first, 19 other) who lived near The Globe and his 
father, David Matthews, aged 64, (16 first, 26 other) 

(Continued on page 38) 

Sherfield’s Champion Gardeners 
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West Green Road  
Hartley Wintney  

RG27 8LP 
 

Open June (date varies) to late September for 
Pick Your Own & Picked fruit, vegetables and 

flowers including Strawberries, Tayberries, 
Currants, Gooseberries, Raspberries, New 
Potatoes and Asparagus; local Honey, Free 
Range Eggs and Homemade Jams and Ice 

Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, and to place 
orders or visit  www.westgreenfruits.com 
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Cockney Sing-along at The Four Horseshoes 
Featuring... Eugene Portman on piano 

 Saturday 9th November 2019 

 

Good Old Fashioned Pub 
Entertainment  

the Way it Used to Be 

7:00pm – 10:00pm 

We are offering free lifts, to and from the pub, 
for this event – please book* on 01256 882296  

*Conditions apply 
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who lived where Premier House now stands, opposite 
the White Hart. Then there were several other 
successful exhibitors: David Painter, 38, lived within 
two doors of the Le Fevre Arms, as did Stephen Carter, 
30; Henry Leadbetter, 59, lived in Moulshay Lane; 
Thomas Poulter, 34, lived at Great Marshalls Farm; in 
Well Lane between Great Marshalls and Wildmoor 
Farm were, James Woods, 39, William Cooper, 47, 
Thomas Phillips, 36, William Appleton, 61, and James 
Soper, 39; in Greenway near the present day Laurels 
there was William Brant, 24; on The Green, probably at 
Winton Cottage, was  James Pearman, 65; and between 
the Village Pond and present day Ham’s Corner were 
Henry Phillips, 42, and Widow Wallis, 71, who had no 
trouble “holding her own”.  

As well as a conventional exhibition, there was also a 
competition for the neatest and best cultivated garden 
including general cleanliness and neatness of the cottage and the 
approaches thereto. The first prizes were secured largely by 
those who were strong show exhibitors. David 
Matthews and William Cooper were particularly 
successful. Although he never gained a first prize the 
most consistent cottage gardener was Samuel 
Woolford. He was second four times. From 1870 there 
was a separate competition for widows. Widow Wallis 
took first place on three occasions.  

In the 1870s gardening was taken seriously by 

agricultural labourers. Their wages, conditions of 
employment and security of housing tenure were poor 
and they had to be as self-sufficient as possible, not 
least keeping their families supplied with vegetables and 
fruit year-round. A good crop of potatoes, onions and 
apples which would remain sound throughout the 
winter into the late spring was essential, so too a good 
stand of winter cabbages and winter roots. Crop failure 
and biennial bearing of fruit trees must have caused 
problems. So, it is not surprising that that very high 
standards of gardening in Sherfield were confirmed by 
the judging panels, which always consisted of an expert 
from Suttons of Reading and two head gardeners from 
large estates.  
 
The shows continued until 1881. Then, due to 
unsustainable debts, the result of a succession of wet 
show days, the show ceased for 14 years. Complete 
records are not available for all the shows after 1874 
but in 1881 most of the strong competitors from earlier 
years did well, although Samuel Woolford and George 
Costan were no longer front runners. In that year 
William Brant dominated, followed by David 
Matthews, Stephen Carter and James Woods. When the 
show recommenced in 1905, William Brant and 
Stephen Carter were still in top form and other 
stalwarts of the earlier shows also secured awards. 

Peter Lansley, 1st October 2017 

(Continued from page 33) 
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Puzzle Page 

ACROSS 

1 Be dismissed from septet Hugh formed 
(3,3,4) 

9 Cut in magnitude, say (6) 

10 Villa under renovation is without equal 
(10) 

11 Sounds like a lot to celebrate (4) 

12 Score goal in game (7) 

15 After nonsense was convulsed with 
laughter (7) 

16 Symphony’s finale stays with listeners a 
long time (5) 

17 Organ’s beginning to worry old doctor 
(4) 

18 Go crazy when rejected (4) 

19 Sophisticated unionist enters bar (5) 

21 One real mad woman! (7) 

22 Glut bridge opponents with Cheddar 
perhaps (7) 

24 Principal player of heavy metal (4) 

27 Introduce popular soothsayer at start of 
Easter (10) 

28 Colin upset oriental girl (6) 

29 I screened new second homes (10) 

DOWN 

2 Woman from French city supporting 
European Union (6) 

3 Slight contribution to healthiness (4) 

4 Demand 50 yen precisely (7) 

5 Fruit said to be repulsive (4) 

6 5 Down drunk housed outside island’s 
capital (7) 

7 Graves may be recommended by him (4,6) 

8 Right weird believers can be overruled 
(10) 

12 Country’s fresh enthusiasm excited Dan 
(3,7) 

13 Abstinence meant creep reformed (10) 

14 Creature that climbs the wall in Paris? (5) 

15 Girl started to wander in wood (5) 

19 One comes in to join serviceman (7) 

20 Busy when given a ring (7) 

23 Try article about east German writer (6) 

25 Quiet fool gets to achieve the required 
standard(4) 

26 Smooth metallic element (4) 

www.sudokuoftheday.com  

Set by Alberich 
Solutions on p. 44 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 
MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 

Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans available. 

1 Seal Road, Basingstoke,  
RG21 7NQ  

Tel: 01256 844663 

www.complete-pestsolutions.com  

https://www.sudokuoftheday.com
http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
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Latest Police Crime Data 

Local resident Nina Stevens has recently published a 

book by her father. 

"Glasgow was home to an enterprise which was to 

make a significant contribution to the Spanish 

Republic - the Scottish Ambulance Unit (SAU). The 

Unit was the brainchild of a wealthy Glaswegian 

philanthropist, Sir Daniel Macaulay Stevenson (1851-

1944). The Unit's valiant and tireless work soon 

earned it an excellent reputation among Republican 

forces. 

Donald Gallie was a member of the first SAU team to 

arrive in Madrid (there would be three successive 

expeditions).  He was 24 years old when the Civil War 

broke out. His family shared a strong sense of 

commitment, and this, together with Donald's love of 

travel and adventure, is what 

impelled him to volunteer for 

service.  His skills as mechanic 

would prove invaluable in the aid 

and transport given to casualties. 

His Diary is a remarkable 

document, and its publication a significant event in the 

historiography of the Spanish Civil War." 

Learn more: https://www.amazon.co.uk/
dp/1789760291/
ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_U_ZATTDb984NQR6  

The Road to Madrid 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1789760291/ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_U_ZATTDb984NQR6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1789760291/ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_U_ZATTDb984NQR6
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1789760291/ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_U_ZATTDb984NQR6
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Puzzle Solutions  

STRATFIELD SAYE VILLAGE 

HALL 
 

 

 

A small, attractive and traditional hall in 
New Street, Stratfield Saye 

Ideal for children’s parties and functions 

Ample parking 

To view or hire, contact Linda on:  

(01189)332106 

St Leonard’s Church Room is 

available for hire 
The Church Room attached to St Leonard's 
is a light modern space with kitchen (Food 

Hygiene Rating 5), and toilet facilities. 
Suitable for business and community group 

meetings or parties. Large car park.   

For more information about hiring please 
contact:  

admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk / 01256 
882788 

Crossword  

ACROSS 

1 get the push. 9 incise. 10 unrivalled. 11 fête. 
12 netball. 15 guffaws. 16 years. 17 womb. 18 
stab. 19 suave. 21 Eleanor. 22 engorge. 24 
lead. 27 inaugurate. 28 Nicole. 29 residences. 

DOWN 

2 Eunice. 3 thin. 4 exactly. 5 ugly. 6 hideous. 7 
wine waiter. 8 reversible. 12 New Zealand. 13 
temperance. 14 lemur. 15 grove. 19 soldier. 20 
engaged. 23 Goethe. 25 pass. 26 iron. 
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YOUR LOCAL TRADE 
PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR 

PLUMBING, HEATING & 
ELECTRICAL NEEDS  

FOR MORE DETAILS 
PLEASE CONTACT US: 

     Tel: 01256 880044   
MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: 
admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

mailto:admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk
mailto:admin@pscservices.co.uk
http://www.pscservices.co.uk
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Advertisers' Index 

  

 
Building Construction and Contractors 

 
P. 

Access4Lofts 7 

Croudace Homes 18 

ITC Roofing 19 

Millbrook Building Solutions 46 

R T Mitchell 25 

Business Services  

Worting House 35 

Computers  

Andmore Consulting 41 

SoL Computers 45 

Education  

Alton School 7 

Basing Tutors 46 

Willowdene Nursery School 9 

Funerals  

Alexander & Dry 41 

Ash Brook Independent Funeral Directors 39 

Haven Memorials 9 

Jonathan Williams 30 

Spencer & Peyton 9 

Garages  

Beech Hill Garage 37 

The Garage at Sherfield 39 

Health, Fitness and Beauty  

Child Sleep Matters 46 

D & D Beauty  7 

Gwynne Dental 19 

HIPP Pilates 37 

Italdent 45 

Natural & Reiki Healing 46 

S B Physiotherapy 25 

SurgeBikes 42 

The Salon 24 

Tranquil Health & Beauty 14 

  

Small Ads 50 

  

Home and Garden  P. 

A Sewell 35 

AMS Mayfair (Water Softener Specialists) 41 

Basingstoke Appliance Services 34 

Basingstoke Gas & Heating 23 

Basingstoke Window Cleaners 46 

Best of Flooring 34 

Bob Berry Fencing 34 

Complete Pest Solutions 41 

Country Framing 10 

Domiciliary Care 46 

Drain & Able 45 

Dudley's Cattery 37 

Fyne Flooring 24 

GMK Decorators 46 

HGS Sherfield 14 

Horizon Satellite and Aerials 46 

J Cook Landscapes 19 

Molegone 30 

Ovenclean 35 

Roller Garage Doors 17 

Roots Landscaping 10 

SCS  50 

Legal and Financial Services  

Brain Chase Coles 51 

Edmonds Accountancy 17 

Simmons & Sons 51 

Wills Chandler 23 

Plumbing  

A W Burt 25 

LFM Plumbing 9 

Niall Catlin 30 

PSC Services 45 

Pubs and Restaurants  

Four Horseshoes 18 

Shops  

The Shop in Sherfield on Loddon 25 

Wellington Farm Shop 10 

West Green Fruits 35 
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Rector:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, email  
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Tuesday) 

Assistant Priest  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
sc.cedars@greenbee.net  

Curate (priest responsible for Bramley and  
Little London):  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  

Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
lgoodall.work@gmail.com 

 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, Sherfield-on-
Loddon, RG27 0JB  
Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Treasurer: Peter Martinson 07952 873274 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
 

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453  
rosyhannah@hotmail.com 
  

Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye  

with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and Bramley - Church Officers 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
    

All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles 
Tel. 01256 880559 

advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
 

Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month 
Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. Requests are 

dealt with in order. 
 Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 

Editor for the December / January edition - Simon Boase 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 16th November 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee 

Chair and Editor Jane Abrams  01256 881188  
jabrams2226@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 
advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Simon Boase Editor and CTO 
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com 

Howard Perkins Editor 
01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 

Carl Lesh 
07863 656604  
carl.lesh@sky.com 

 

Chiara Ziamin 
chiara.zamin@gmail.com 

Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 

Rev. Stephen Ball 01256 881071 
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 

Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
LynGiugovaz@gmail.com 

Claire Osborne 01256 324458  
guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk 

Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379  
dgdawson@sky.com 

Loddon Valley Link  
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Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 

881066  
882426 
07733 322457 
07585 578295 
882096 
882534 
465214 
882334  
07775 674869 
07824337789  
07552114188  
07785 580456 
882798 
880903 
07867 547696 
882350  
882798 
882534 
882106 
101 
101 
880075 
882210 
882687 
423855 
882605 
882680 
882350  
883967  
07421704209 
880075 
 
07468 427684 
07940 212441 
07585 578295  
842662 
881760 
881021 
07771 727547 
0118 933 2106  
882351 
 
882334 
07796 045944 
882453 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments 
Basingstoke Gazette  
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr 
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr 
Brownies 
Breach Lane Chapel 
Catholic Church 
Clift Surgery Patient Group 
Cricket Club (Sherfield) 
Cricket Club (ST & HW) 
 
 
Evergreens                    
Happy Faces Playgroup 
Loddon Players 
Loddon Quilters 
Loddon Sports Junior Football Club 
Lunch Club  
NWR   
Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk  
Police - Sherfield Park 
Poppies 
Post Office 
Rainbows 
Sherfield Community Care Grp  
Sherfield on Loddon Fete 
Sherfield & District Gardening Club 
 
Sherfield Park Community Centre 
Sherfield Park Parish Council 
Sherfield & District Show 
Sherfield Village Hall  
 Caretaker/Bookings 
 Management Committee 
 Trustee   
Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 
Sherfield Village Green Volunteers 
Short Mat Bowls 
Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
Stratfield Saye Village Hall 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting 
Toddler Group 0-5s  
Tree Wardens 
  
Whist Drive  
 

Bob Weller  
Chris Horton 
Venetia Rowland 
Nick Robinson 
Liz Hawkins 
Geoff Belsham                            
Fr. Chris Rutledge 
John Darker 
Steve Dummer  
Paul Baldwin (Chm) 
Manoj George  (Captain) 
Martin Turvey (Contact) 
Jean Berntsen 
Viv Allway and Alison Smith 
Peter Francis  
Jacky Morgan     
Fred Berntsen 
Helen Belsham                           
Gill Fearon 
PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 
PCSO Krystof Nadvornik 
Natalie Larner 
 
Pam Luck 
Basingstoke NeighbourCare 
Bruce Batting 
Dan Farrow  
Andy Morgan  
Louise Grainger  
Steve Vaux 
Natalie Larner                                  
 
Wendy Gosden 
Ivan Gosden 
Nick Robinson  
Karen Ross 
John Attwood 
Norman Stanley 
Louise Webb 
Linda Bishop 
Sheila Campbell (Chair) 
TBC                           
John Darker 
Cllr Diana Effiong 
Virgilius Vickers  
                      
 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
mailto:lgoodall.work@gmail.com
mailto:rosyhannah@hotmail.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:perkinsthekeep@gmail.com
mailto:carl.lesh@sky.com
mailto:chiara.zamin@gmail.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:perkinsthekeep@gmail.com
mailto:guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
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 HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced, 
local lady who cleans every corner. References. Tel 07933 316989 or e-mail 
mariacleaning@live.co.uk  

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, 
payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, re
-wires, lights etc.  No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, jce.morris@outlook.com   

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden 
maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 0784 230 3366 . E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com 

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR, 25 years experience, good pass rate, patient, semi-retired, good 
with nervous drivers. Reasonable rates for 1, 1 1/2 or 2 hour lessons. Graham Ling 07806 
469963 

ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 words. Anything from lost cats to small services. 
Just drop an email to:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Page 51 

 

Interested? 

Please ring Jean Berntsen on 01256 882798 or 

 May McQueen on 01256 886177 

Evergreens Club 

Who are we? 
 

We are a social club for both men and women from Sherfield on 
Loddon and the surrounding area 

 

Founded over 60 years ago, we meet on the first Monday of every 
month at 2pm at The Four Horseshoes. 

 
 

We would like you to join us to enjoy the company of others, 
listen to guest speakers, maybe play a game or just have a good 

old chat over a cup of tea and a biscuit. 

mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:jce.morris@outlook.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com


Page 52 

 


	nov2019(cover).pdf
	nov2019(web1).pdf

