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Dear Friends 
 

I 
t is with heavy hearts that Lorna and I inform 
you that, after a happy but too short a time in 
this Benefice, I will be retiring on 31st 

May.  So, this will be my last magazine letter as 
Rector.  I had hoped to remain another four years 
but it became clear that my recovery had plateaued 
and it makes sense now to stand aside and let 
someone else take the reins.  I expect that we will 
remain in the village for some time until the house 
we are going to is ready for occupation, so we 
won’t be disappearing that quickly.  It is important 
to say that, following my retirement, I will not 
have a licence to officiate at services, baptisms, 
weddings or funerals and hope you understand.  I 
must say that of all the places I have served or 
lived in, this is right up at the top in terms of 
being a really lovely community to be a part 
of.  Thank you so much for making us 
welcome.  We look forward to personally 
saying our thank you’s and goodbyes over 
the next few months and will keep you 
informed of our progress. 
That being said, I found myself thinking 
about moments such as this; retirement, 
loss of a loved one, moving away, 
changing jobs etc.  All of us have 
experienced endings and beginnings.  Our earliest 
memories may be our first day at school or pre-
school.  The question that occurred to me is, are 
these endings or are they beginnings?  That may 
seem an odd question to ask.  The most extreme 
of these endings/beginnings is of course death or 
the loss of a loved one.  That can definitely feel 
like an ending.  But is it?  By the time this 
magazine hits the streets it will be early 
May.  However, in church terms we are still in the 
Easter season.  Each Sunday we encounter 
another episode in the life of the Early Church 
following the resurrection and ascension of 
Jesus.  The last chapters of the Gospels and the 
whole of the Acts of the Apostles are filled with 
endings and new beginnings. 
It is hard to get into the mind of those early 
followers of Jesus but it is helpful if we can.  For 
three years they had been following Jesus, who 
had become to them a real sign of hope, freedom, 
healing and new life, as well as a dear 

friend.  Suddenly and 
violently this was ripped 
from them because of Jesus’ 
death at the hands of the 
authorities.  There is very 
much a feeling of despair 
and ending as we follow the 
lives of those early believers in those few days.  Of 
course, we know the end of the story but at that 
time they didn’t.  On Easter Sunday we remember 
that God raised Jesus from the dead.  From that 
moment on everything changed and those 
followers were catapulted into a completely 
different way of life, which was further 
empowered by the coming of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost.  One could argue that this was a 
genuine new beginning.  I think that’s true but I 
would also like to suggest that it was a 
continuation of what God had already been doing 

from the foundation of the world. 
The way this plays out in our everyday life 
is that, through faith in Jesus we begin a 
journey that continues throughout our lives 
and into eternity.  Whilst death feels like an 
ending, for the person whose physical body 
has died it is simply an unbroken 
continuation in the presence of 
God.  Likewise, with all endings and 

beginnings.  Although I still have to inhabit the 
role of a retiree, whatever that means, I am aware 
that it is not so much an ending and a new start, 
rather, a continuation.  I will still be me, my 
friends will still be my friends, I will continue to 
do many of the things I do now but with fewer 
responsibilities.  It makes a lot more sense to me 
to think of life this way.  My centre and my 
identity is not wrapped up in my role.  My centre 
is in God, my primary identity is as a redeemed 
and forgiven child of God, my home is with my 
brothers and sisters in Christ as well as my natural 
family and my call to share the love of Christ 
remains unchanged.  When God is at the centre 
we are all at home.  God is love and love is our 
home.  I hope you are as encouraged by this 
thought as I am.   
With love and blessings to you all, 
Stephen 
Email vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
Phone 07943 014277. 

Minister’s Letter 

When 
God is at 
the centre 
we are all 
at home. 
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The Loddon Valley Link is compiled and edited entirely by volunteers who live in the local community and take 
part in its activities. It is normally hand distributed by volunteer neighbours to over 2,000 houses across the 
parishes of Sherfield on Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Turgis. It is 
available online at loddonvalleylink.org.uk. We return any profits to the community in the form of grants, which 
amounted to nearly £4,000 last year. 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link aims to provide accurate information but the Management Committee cannot accept any liability in 
respect of errors or omissions. Any opinions expressed in articles are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Loddon Valley 
Link Management Committee. The Committee cannot be held responsible for the reliability or quality of any goods, work or services in this 
publication or on our website. The Editor's decision as to the inclusion and content of articles is final. If inaccurate, misleading or otherwise 
inappropriate information is brought to our attention, we will make every reasonable effort to correct or remove it as soon as possible.  

W 
elcome to the May edition of the 
Loddon Valley Link. Our cover page 
features the Duke of Edinburgh and 

we echo the national sentiments at his passing.  
There is a book of condolences available. 
www.churchofengland.org/remembering-hrh-prince-philip-duke-
edinburgh 

The pandemic lockdown is easing and it’s lovely 
to see people out and about and using local 
services.  

Locally we at the Loddon Valley Link are looking 
for some help. We still need another editor to help 
share the pleasure of being at the heart of the 
community, with a fairly minimal time 
commitment. It’s fun getting involved with the 
local community and being part of a team. Full 
training and support are available. Please let us 
know if you’re interested. 

We’re always looking to enhance the magazine too 
and particularly from a digital aspect. If you think 
you can help with this we’re looking for a digital 
marketeer. 

We have the final letter from our parish priest as 
he retires.  Thanks to him for leading the benefice 
churches and for all the contributions to the 
magazine and local life. 

Our local councillors aren’t contributing this 
month due to the upcoming elections. These are 
the first under the new boundary changes with all 
of us now in Bramley or Chineham wards. 

Keep your photos coming in. as we have our 
annual photo competition coming later in the year. 

We’ve a few of the usual reports from the parishes 
but hopefully more next month. 

Unfortunately Sherfield Fete has been cancelled 
this year due to pandemic. 

However we have lots of local activities from 

Sherfield Village Hall and 
Sherfield Park 

We have a lockdown 
thoughts contribution 
from a local resident on 
P31 and on P16 are some 
local photo memories. 
We’d like more of your contributions too, please 
send in a short article.  

Let us have your feedback on the magazine by 
contacting the editor at: 
editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk, and remember 
that you can support the Loddon Valley Link at 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/ 
causes/loddonvalleylink/. 
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Sunday 2nd May  Easter 5 

9.00am Matins (BCP) – St James’s Church  St James’s Bramley ** 

9.00am Shell Club Cross House, Bramley ** 

10.00am Holy Communion Online or St Leonard’s Sherfield ** 

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye  ** 

10.30am Virtual Service on Zoom  St James’s Bramley 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall ** 

Friday 7th May   

4.30pm Messy Church, via Zoom (to be confirmed)   

Sunday 9th May **John Lenton’s last Sunday** Easter 6 

9.00am Holy Communion St James’s Bramley ** 

9.00am Shell Club Cross House, Bramley ** 

10.00am Morning Worship Online or St Leonard’s Sherfield ** 

10.30am Virtual Service on Zoom  St James’s Bramley 

Sunday 16th May  Sunday after Ascension 

9.00am Morning Worship  St James’s Bramley ** 

9.00am Shell Club Cross House, Bramley ** 

10.00am Holy Communion Online or St Leonard’s Sherfield ** 

10.30am Virtual Service on Zoom  St James’s Bramley 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall ** 

Sunday 23rd May  Pentecost 

9.00am Morning Worship  St James’s Bramley ** 

9.00am Shell Club St James’s Bramley ** 

11.00am 

Together in Worship - celebration of 
Stephen’s time in the benefice. Bishop 
David will be present.  Online or St Leonard’s Sherfield ** 

10.30am Virtual Service on Zoom  St James’s Bramley 

Sunday 30th May  Trinity Sunday 

9.00am Morning Worship  St James’s Bramley ** 

9.00am Shell Club St James’s Bramley ** 

10.00am Holy Communion Online or St Leonard’s Sherfield ** 

10.30am Virtual Service on Zoom  St James’s Bramley 

Sunday 6th June  Trinity 1 

9.00am Morning Worship  St James’s Bramley ** 

9.00am Shell Club St James’s Bramley ** 

10.00am Holy Communion Online or St Leonard’s Sherfield ** 

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye  ** 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall  ** 

 

Services May 2021 

Online services -  All are very welcome to join the online services. For all services except Bramley please 
contact Stephen for details - vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com. For Bramley services please contact Steve Day on 07341 
552732 or at Crosshousebramley@gmail.com.   

** IMPORTANT - in church services. Do not attend a service in church unless you have registered. In line 
with Covid restrictions there will be social distancing, hand sanitising and the need to wear a mask. Please 
contact Stephen (vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com) or lesleymartinson@btinternet.com for services at St Leonard’s, Pip 
Iles (pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk) for services at St Mary’s Hartley Wespall) or Steve Day 
(Crosshousebramley@gmail.com) for Bramley services.  
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Catholic Services 
St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke. 

Public Worship Suspended 
Please call 01256 465214  

www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk 

Live-streamed Sunday Masses 9am, 11am  

Baptist Chapel Services  
 Breach Lane Chapel, Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416 

May 2021 

 

Plus 

 

In time for our centenary in February 2024, we have a project to record the history of the chapel from the original 
opening in 1831 through to 1980 when the chapel re-opened in its current guise. Any information would be 
welcomed. 

We would also like to add our good wishes to Revd. Stephen in his well deserved retirement 

Sunday 2nd 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

Thursday 6th 7pm Bible Study via ZOOM 

Sunday 9th 10.30am Family Worship led by Graham Locke 

Sunday 16th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen with Holy Communion 

Thursday 20th 7pm Bible Study via ZOOM 

Sunday 23rd 10.30am 41st Anniversary of the Chapel re-opening led by Geoff 
Belsham 

  12.30pm Anniversary Lunch (subject to Government restrictions) 

Thursday 29th 7pm Bible Study via ZOOM 

Sunday 30th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Every Tuesday 10am Open Morning at the Chapel – & there will be a book sale 
outside the chapel (weather permitting) 

Every Tuesday 11.30am Mid-week Service at the Chapel 

Janet Reed, a longstanding member of the St Leonard's 
congregation, is leaving the area and moving to Lincolnshire. 
Here she takes leave of her friends. 

Whilst I shall be happy to say cheerio to my friends I 
shall also be sad. Now I have made my own oxymoron.  

I first came to this neck of the woods many years ago 
when I married Michael. Until then I had been an East 
Anglian girl - part of the soil, you might say - and it is 
my wish to end my days there. It's going home as I still 
have many friends there. It's a part of the world you 
love or hate - like me, straight to the point without any 

nonsense. Here I have had the pleasure of lots of love 
and support, especially recently when it was most 
needed. I shall miss you all but I leave part of me here 
too and I am only a phone call away (01406 426190).  

Mizpah  

(May the Lord keep watch between you and me when 
we are away from each other. Genesis 31:49) 

Janet 

Farewell to Sherfield 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:Crosshousebramley@gmail.com
mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:lesleymartinson@btinternet.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:Crosshousebramley@gmail.com
http://www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk


Page 6 

 
 

Percy’s Plant Sale Is Back!! 
 

22nd May 2021,  

Sherfield Village Hall – 9.30am – 12noon 

(subject to Covid Restrictions) 

 

Come along and enjoy the morning.  A wide variety of  plants will be avail-
able ready for your Spring Planting and offered at very keen prices. 

If  you would like to contribute to our sale please bring your plants along, 
duly labelled, on the day 9am – 9.30.  There will be everything from toma-
toes, beans, cabbages, courgettes, strawberries and bedding plants, peren-
nials, geraniums, pelargoniums + + +.   
 

 

A regular local village event held jointly by  

Sherfield Village Hall,  Sherfield Gardening Club  

and St Leonards Church.   

 

Further details contact Dan Farrow 01256 882680  

   

Parish Registers 
 
 

FUNERALS 
 

 Edna Mary Macnamara   26th March 2021  Hartley Wespall  
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Local support 
Area Lead Volunteer/Co-ordinator Services Offered  

Bramley 
Beckie Bethall 07427 434042 / 
d.bethell@virgin.net 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Welfare Checks 

Clift Meadow Pavillion 

Sherfield on Loddon 
Jan Holden 07780 661606 
jan.holden@btconnect.com 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Telephone 
Befriending 

Sherfield on Loddon 
Support 

Sherfield Park 
Dawn Wright (01256 959150)  
dawn@inhouse-catering-solutions.com 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Food Parcels 

n/a 

Stratfield Saye 
Mandy Atkinson 01189814538 
admin@tadleycommunitycentre.org.uk 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Food Parcels 

Tadley Community 
Centre 

Psalm 27 1-5 and 13-14 

T 
he Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I 

be afraid?  When the wicked advance against 
me to devour me, it is my enemies and my foes 
who will stumble and fall.  Though an army 
besiege me, my heart will not fear; though war 
break out against me, even then I will be 
confident.  One thing I ask from the Lord, this 
only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of 
the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on the 
beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his 
temple.  For in the day of trouble he will keep 
me safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the 
shelter of his sacred tent and set me high upon 
a rock. I remain confident of this: I will see the 
goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. 
Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and 
wait for the Lord. 
Prayers for May 
Gracious and generous God, in your Son Jesus 
Christ, you have given us a true faith and a sure 
hope.  Strengthen this faith and hope in us all 
our days and especially at this time.  Thank you 
that you are ever present in the twists and turns 
of life, in good times and in troubled times, in 
life and in death.  Thank you that through faith 
in Jesus we continue with you in this life and 
into the next.  Please strengthen our confidence 
in this reality and bless all we do.  Please 
protect and give wisdom to us all as we emerge 
from lockdown.  Help us to continue our care 
for others. 
  

We continue to pray for our 
world.  Thank you for all the 
amazing and wonderful things 
that are signs of your life and 
hope in our world.  Thank you for 
all who bring peace, comfort, justice and 
mercy.  Thank you for the generosity of all 
those who have given themselves so freely 
during this last year.  We recognise that there is 
also much darkness and despair in our world 
and we pray for those who have the power to 
bring change, including ourselves.  We pray for 
our government and for the High Court of 
Parliament, that you will bless with wisdom 
those who daily make decisions on our 
behalf.  May they do so with clarity and 
transparency, especially paying attention to 
those with the most need.  We continue to pray 
for the Royal Family as they mourn the loss of 
HRH Prince Philip.   
We pray for all those who suffer in body, mind 
or spirit, remembering those who are close to 
us who need comfort and healing.  Help us to 
remember our part in the answer to our prayers 
in the things we can do and help us to trust you 
for the things we can’t do or don’t 
understand.  We remember those who have 
died and we pray for the families of all those 
who have lost loved ones in the past year.  We 
ask all of these things in the name of Jesus 
Christ who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

Prayer Page 
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H 
ello everyone. I promised an update about 
the Organ Marathon being held at St. 
Leonard’s church to help raise funds 

for our new roof. Remember, £200 000 is 
required and although it would be great 
to get all that in one go, I don’t think 
that’s going to happen, even with the 
best organ playing in the world! 
But the event is still being held on 
Saturday 29th May 2021 with 
organists Andrew Doggart and 
Mike Abrams, and will run for 
12 hours, from 9:00 am to 
9:00pm. If they feel 
particularly energised, it may 
run for another hour or so…
but it probably won’t. It’s 
going to be live-streamed on 
YouTube but the details for 
that are just not yet finalised, 
however, you’ll be able to 
search for it on YouTube and it 
will be easily found. You may 
donate using the link: 
“https:www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/andrew-doggart” and 
we’d be very grateful for any amount. 

I thought it might be interesting to include 
some personal information about each of us so 
here is what Mike says about himself: “I've always loved 
music, though this wasn't my career; for 30-odd years I 
was an IP lawyer, with 20 years as a Partner in a large 
international firm of Patent Attorneys. I retired almost 
exactly 20 years ago, and have been pottering around - 
largely with music - since then. I came 
to the organ as a pianist, and picked 
things up as I went along - to a greater 
or lesser extent! I have played the organ 
for services at St Leonard's for 35 years. 
My main musical activities are singing 
and composition. I have been a member 
of the BBC Symphony Chorus for 26 
years, singing a dozen or more concerts 
each year (other than in times of 
pandemic!) in venues such as the Albert 
Hall Proms, and in music Festivals 
including the Salzburg, Istanbul and Canary Islands 
Festivals.  In my activity as a composer, I have written 
around 80 art songs, 50 anthems, and various 
instrumental pieces. I released a CD of my 
works (choral and instrumental) in 2018, entitled "The 
Rose of Sharon", and copies will be for sale on May 

29th for the benefit of the church. You can also 
download the tracks from Spotify, Amazon Music and 

all the usual digital platforms. When listening to 
music, I enjoy a wide range of styles from 

early music to 21st century. Pop music 
of the 50s and 60s is also a favourite. 

If I had to name just one classical 
composer whose music would 
keep me alive on a desert island, 
it would have to be J.S. Bach. 
Such variety and depth of 
emotion!”  

 

Thank you Mike! And this is 
what I (Andrew) say about 
myself: “I too came to the 
organ via piano, though I did 
have some lessons on the 
magnificent Belfast Cathedral 
organ about 20 years ago when 

I was (briefly) an organ scholar 
in Lisburn Cathedral, a city just 

outside Belfast. I must say I 
struggled with the instrument for a 

long time because it was difficult to 
get time for practising. In fact, before 

starting to play again in St Leonard’s, 
Hartley Wespall, and Bramley, I’d stopped 

playing completely for quite some time. However, I 
work in the Royal Berkshire Hospital in Reading, and 
the chapel there has a nice little organ, and so by 
deliberately taking time to work at it during lunchtimes, 
and sometimes after work, I think I’ve improved, 
though my listeners may have a different opinion; 

nonetheless, they do keep asking me to 
come back, so I am probably on the 
right side of being acceptable. With the 
assistance of an eclectic bunch of very 
helpful singers from Bramley, I 
successfully studied for the Certificate 
in Church Music a few years ago. I do 
really enjoy being a liturgical organist”.  

 

Please do plan to make a donation. If 
you have any difficulty in finding the 

event, or in the logistics of how to give, or if you have 
any other questions at all, just get in touch with me at: 
ajdoggart@hotmail.com and I’ll do what I can to help.” 

Organ Marathon Update!  

mailto:ajdoggart@hotmail.com
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Please contact the Centre for more information on  

manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk or  

admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk (t) 01256 883967 

SHERFIELD PARK COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Reg. Charity No 1170953 

On Monday 12th April the Centre reopened! It has been lovely to open the 
doors for children’s activities, welcoming back regular classes, Tots Play, 
Caterpillar Music and Theatre4Kids, our Youth Club resumes this month 
too. There are  also some adhoc Outdoor Group Fitness Sessions 6.30pm 
Tuesday evenings contact  olympustrainingclubuk@gmail.com    

From Monday 17th May, providing the government’s roadmap out of the 
lockdown continues to go to plan, all other classes and activities will restart. 
All being well, a new class will start Monday mornings at 10am, Broadway 
Boogie, delivered by YFitness, for more details contact Yvonne 
yvrolfe@googlemail.com  

SAVE THE DATE: ‘Picnic In The Park’ Sat 4th Sept 2021 12pm – 4pm 

The weather was fair during the Easter Bank and 
School holidays; both the Sticker and Sherpopoly 
Scavenger Hunts were very popular. We had almost 
200 entry forms collected with over 65 submitted for 
the prize draws!  Congratulations to the winners Louis 
(pictured) Sophie, Tomas, Mille & Zachary enjoy your 
treats! Thank you to all who took part; we hope you 
enjoyed getting out and about with your friends and 
families. ‘The Waffle Wagon’ certainly went down a 
treat, we’ll look to have them back again soon! 

EASTER SCAVENGER HUNT WINNERS APRIL 2021  

A local resident and member of our Over 55s group has 
won £250 in the BanD Community Lottery! A great way 
to support the Centre, other local good causes and 
have a 1 in 50 chance of winning a cash prize!  Tickets 
can be  purchased from the following link: 

https://www.bandcommunitylottery.co.uk/support/sherfield-park-community-association  

RESIDENT WINS £250 WITH  BanD COMMUNITY LOTTERY!! 
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RESIDENT WINS £250 WITH  BanD COMMUNITY LOTTERY!! 
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Home & Garden Services-Sherfield is a 
local company that specialises in providing 

value for money solutions for all of your 
home and garden improvements, 

maintenance and repairs. One off jobs - big 
or small - and regular maintenance services 
to keep your property and garden in good 

order 

Fully insured  

Best prices - All work guaranteed 

Home 
Household Repairs 
Patios  -  Painting 
Plumbing - Paving 

01256 358870 
07825 685923 

Garden 
Scarifying 
Rotovating 
Trimming 
Mowing 
Aquatics 
Maintenance 
Fencing 

Tree 
Surgery and 
Seasoned 
Logs 

www.hgs-sherfield.co.uk 
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O 
ur Shed is open from 12th April and we are 
observing Covid rules with masks being worn, 
social distancing and disinfection points. We are 

keen to welcome new members who would like to make 
things in our communal Shed. We contribute to 
community projects with some members happily making 
their own creations using the tools and machines we have.  

Our charity aims to engage with those in our 
neighbourhood who may be lonely or isolated and would 
benefit from having the social interaction of our Shed 

members. It’s a safe, friendly and 
inclusive environment where there is 
plenty of tea, coffee and chatting and 
laughing. 

Interested – then please see our web site      
basingstokeshed.org.uk or call us on 07434 678104 

We look forward to saying hello and introducing you to 

Shed life.        

We are a registered charity. 

Basingstoke Shed is OPEN            Come and join us! 

W 
e were delighted to welcome customers back 
into the library on 12 April, but a reminder 
that we will be temporarily closed for 

browsing from Monday 26 April to allow for 
some building works to take place within the 
library. Whilst we are closed you can still 
come to the library to collect Ready Reads 
selections. We expect to re-open on Saturday 
15 May, but please check our website for 
updates before you visit. 
Whilst we are closed the closest bookable public 
computers and study spaces are at Basingstoke 
Discovery Centre. To book a computer or a study space 
please call 0370 779 6100 
If you want to learn something new over the next few 
weeks there are a number of courses available online as 
part of the ‘Learning in Libraries’ scheme. To find out 
more and to book a course visit the Hantsweb shop 

online on www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php?
cat=369 and click on ‘Online learning’ or ‘Online 

events’. If you want a specific book, then you can 
choose those by reserving them. Did you 

know that we have an app, which can be 
downloaded for free and used to search our 
catalogue and reserve a book from the 
comfort of your own home? For more 
information on the app please visit our 

website  
Library self-service app | Hampshire County 

Council (hants.gov.uk) 
Hampshire Library also offers a Home Library 
Service to support those who cannot visit a library. Go 
to www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/servic
es/access-for-all/homelibraryservice   
to find out more, or call 01962 454747.  

Chineham Library Team 

Update from Chineham Library   

Living In A Pandemic 

I 
t’s been more than a year now since Covid19 became 
a part of our lives. The pandemic started quite 
slowly, creeping up on us, stories of the virus hitting 

other countries, it stayed away from our shores and we 
could watch from a safe distance. 

Covid19 affected all areas of the UK. Locally we were 
shielded for quite a while, making it seem almost surreal. 

Once schools, shops, bars and restaurants closed we were 
thrown into the seriousness of the situation. The 
government made some tough decisions as the number of 
deaths rose. 

Humanity hasn’t had to deal with a global pandemic of 
this proportion for a century. All decisions were made on 
a knife edge and the reporting became critical and 
unsettling. 

This left individuals floundering in a sea of 
misinformation, trying to cope in unchartered waters. 

Remembering that it’s ‘ok not to be ok’, is crucial in times 
like this. Reaching out to trusted friends and family, 

saying ‘hey, I need help’, is absolutely what we need to be 
doing. Offering support, an ear and empathy can help 
someone so much. 

Focus on the things that are in your control. Don’t waste 
energy on things not in your control, it’s  hard work and 
can be destructive. Allow the ebb and flow of life to wash 
away, don’t get embroiled with the little things. Believe 
there is a future, that while it may be different to pre-
Covid19, will be more like life as we remember it. 

Thinking Covid19 is going to go away is naive, having the 
belief we’ll get our lives back (somehow) is a positive way 
to think.  

Please remember, today is the day, you worried about 
yesterday. Live each day as best you can, push yourself, 
just a little to alter negative habits and patterns. All these 
things will help in getting through these difficult Covid19 
days. 

As a community we’re all going through this, be kind, be 
aware and be there. 

Stay Well! 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php?cat=369
https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php?cat=369
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/membership/mobile-app
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/membership/mobile-app
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/services/access-for-all/homelibraryservice
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/services/access-for-all/homelibraryservice
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T 
he past year has been an extraordinary time for 
our locality as well as for the nation as a whole. 
We hope that we are coming to the end of the 

crisis now (at least its most acute phase) and it would 
seem to be a good time to collect and document the 

events of the past 
year. We plan to 
create an archive 
which will provide 
the village of 
Sherfield on 
Loddon with a 
lasting memory of 
the lockdown 
caused by the 
Covid-19 

pandemic between 
2020 and 2021.  

We would love to 
hear from readers of 
the Loddon Valley 
Link with comments 
and suggestions, and 
we are also looking 
for content for the 
archive - photos, 

videos, articles, stories, reminiscences or other 
materials. You could write about your experiences, or 

we could 
arrange for 
you to be 
interviewed if 
you prefer. 
The project 
will support 
the 
community in 
reflecting on 
the events 
during those 

twelve months, from 

the first lockdown enforced on 23 
March 2020 and the subsequent 
developments. The aim is to 
provide a unique insight for future generations, adding 

to the history of the 
village for posterity.  

Views and 
suggestions on the 
development of this 
project will also be 
welcome, as would 
offers of support 
and involvement in 
creating and 
shaping the archive. 
If you are interested 

in being involved, whether by supplying contributions 
or through becoming more involved please contact the 
Editor - editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk.  

 

  

Memories of  the pandemic and lockdown -  

creating a village archive 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Distance hugging! 

A rare sight - the deserted crossroads 

Remembrance Sunday 2020 

Hygiene and distancing at The Shop 
Sarah Shopper 
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Loddon Valley Link Photo Competition  2021 

 

 

 

 

We have a collection of  lovely photos to use for our covers, so thank you to 
everyone who has sent theirs in. We still want to increase our collection so we 
are again running our Annual Photo Cover Competition, with prizes presented 

at the Sherfield & District Show in September.  

So get snapping as you walk round our lovely parishes. 

Pictures should be submitted electronically to the editor as high definition 
portrait aspect ratio jpg or png files.  

Subject matter can be almost anything - nature, local life, quirky images or 
photos that tell a story.  

We have two categories: Adults and Under 16s (so get your children using their 
phones) 

Closing date for submissions: 15th August 2021 

 

The small print. By submitting a photo you warrant that you own the image and any copyright associated with it 
and give permission for the Loddon Valley Link to use such image for the purposes of marketing the Loddon 

Valley Link.  

With regret, due to the Covid pandemic and the 
various obstacles this presents when organising a 
sizeable event, the decision has been taken not to 
run the fete this year.  Rather than let the year slip 
by without making contact, we wanted to keep you 
informed of plans and let you know that we will be 
in touch early next year to get things underway. 

Sherfield Fete Committee 

Sherfield Fete 2021 is cancelled 
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For further details see: 

www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-rural-east/ for Bramley, Sherfield 
on Loddon, Hartley Wespall, Stratfield Saye, Stratfield Turgis 

www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-east/ for Sherfield Park) 

Please note that not all crimes that occurred can be shown on the map.  

Crime Figures for February 2021 

Sherfield Park 

Sherfield-on-Loddon, Hartley Wespall, Stratfield Saye and Stratfield Turgis 

http://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-rural-east/
http://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-east/


Page 22 

 

Page 23 

 



Page 24 

 

Page 25 

 



Page 26 

 

Guide dogs for the blind are well-known, but did you know 
that the organisation Canine Partners trains and supplies dogs 
to assist people suffering from a range of physical disabilities? 
Here local couple Jan and Chris Rossiter tell the story of how 
their assistance dog has changed their lives.  

[Chris] Six or seven years 
ago whilst surfing the 
internet I came across the 
Canine Partners web site. 
At that time I was getting 
more and more concerned 
about leaving Jan on her 
own; her illness was 
deteriorating and she had 
a number of falls and 
some periods of 
pneumonia. I felt an 
assistance dog would give 
her some company and 
help so I made an enquiry 
and started the long and 
in-depth application 
process. This process involved Jan being assessed 
over two years before she was selected as a potential 
partner. Eventually she was selected and put on a 
waiting list. She was told a dog would have to be 
trained from a puppy which would be extended from 
the usual 18 months to 20 months. This was because 
Jan is left-handed, so the dog would need to walk on 
her right hand side.  

Training starts for Jan 

Jan was invited to the Canine Partners training base in 
Hayshot, near Midhurst, West Sussex where she met a 
lovely black Labrador called Whisper. She was 
assessed to show whether she was compatible with 
dogs, and to give her an insight to what the dogs 
could do and how they could help. Notes were taken 
as to what Jan’s specific expectations and 
requirements were. We asked if the dog would be able 
to recognise when she was getting ill, but the trainer 
said dogs could not be trained to do this. In the 
meantime Digby, the dog who would eventually 
become Jan's own assistance dog, was being trained.  

We were then invited to the training centre for a two 
week introduction and training course. Jan was told 
that it could take six to eight weeks for dogs and 
partners to bond. There were two other partners on 
the course - Jeanette and Ian. Each partner was 
introduced to their dog - Jan to Digby, Jeanette to 
Biscuit and Ian to Hendrix.  

Digby was the prettiest (we might be biased) and the 
trainers were amazed as Jan and Digby bonded in 

seconds, so much so that the plan for him to 
go back into the kennel each night for the 
first few nights was abandoned and he moved 
in with us. The training was intensive -  for 
the first few days it was entirely at the centre, 
then they went to Midhurst where they went 
into shops and supermarkets, even past the 
meat counter. They were taught how to cross 
roads, negotiate  obstacles and deal with other 
challenges. We were forced to have lunch in 
the pub where Digby and the other dogs just 
lay under the table. That was fun!  

For the first six months at home we had 
regular contact and visits with a professional 
trainer who ensured that Digby was being 
looked after and that we were keeping his 
training up to standard. Digby was amazing 

and decided it was his job to put rubbish in the litter 
bin. He even has his own toilet (a gravel area in the 
garden).  

What Digby does 

He still performs his basic tasks; 

 Picking items up off the floor and giving them to 
Jan 

 Opening and closing doors at home 

 Opening the push button disabled doors when out 

 Helping Jan get undressed 

 Pressing the lift call buttons  

 Picking stuff off the lower shelves in the shop 

 Pressing the buttons on the pelican crossings 

New tasks 

 Pulling off Chris’s socks and throwing them back 
at him 

 Getting Chris when sent for (he pulls Chris’s 
clothes to indicate when I [Jan] need him) 

 Passing things between Chris and me even 
between rooms and up and down the stairs 

 Putting rubbish in the bin and his toys in the toy 
box 

Digby, our Canine Partner 
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And best of all Digby does recognise when Jan is ill. 
One day he refused to let her sleep, stopping her 
developing pneumonia as she has in the past. One 
morning when I was having a well earned lie in, Digby 
came into the room, barked at me then ran back down 
the stairs. I knew something was wrong; I went down 
to find Jan unconscious and phoned 999. Jan was 
rushed to hospital. When I got to the hospital he was 
told that had she been left another half hour it would 
have been too late and that she might not have come 
home.  

Just to underline Digby’s intelligence in this area, 
another day Jan passed out whilst on Tadley Common. 
Digby went through the gate, found a stranger and 
pulled on his jacket. The man followed Digby to the 
common and helped Jan until I arrived.. 

Canine Partners was founded in 1990 by the late Anne 
Conway who attended the human/pet relationship 
conference in 1983 in the USA and by Dr Elizabeth 
Ormerod, a well known vet and animal assisted 
therapy expert. Many dedicated people have supported 
Canine Partners over the years. Dr Elizabeth stated 
that human partners say the emotional support 
provided by our dogs is as important as the tasks of 
daily living that they help them accomplish. Over the 
past 30 years Canine Partners have created over 880 
partnerships.  

The cost of training and supporting an assistance dog 
and partner is circa £36,000. Any donations however 
small can make a significant difference and Canine 
Partners also runs a weekly lottery.  

Canine Partners motto is “Amazing Dogs. 
Transforming Lives” Digby is an Amazing Dog who 
has genuinely transformed our lives. 

Jan and Chris Rossiter 

If you would like to help Canine Partners go to their web site 
caninepartners.org.uk, or contact them at 
database@caninepartners.org.uk/01730 716010 

 

http://caninepartners.org.uk
mailto:database@caninepartners.org.uk
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MEETING DATES 

Sherfield Park Parish Council will meet on Wednesday 
19th May for the Annual AGM and Parish Council 
Meeting. The agenda and supporting items will be 
available on the Parish Council Notice Boards and 
website, no less than 5 days beforehand.  

 

2021 LOCAL ELECTIONS 
The Notice of Uncontested Election for Sherfield 
Park Parish Council was published on the 8th April 
and can be viewed at 
www.sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk. There will be 
3 vacancies for co-option onto the Parish Council in 
due course. Cllrs William Rouse, Audrey Gordon, 
Chris Circuit and Paul Parfrey are excited to continue 
in their roles at the Parish Council. For details 
regarding the election and co-option please email 
clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

 

 

RELAXATION OF LOCKDOWN 
RESTRICTIONS 
It is great that the long-awaited next step of the 
governments roadmap out of lockdown is able to 
continue as planned with the opening of local retail 
and hospitality, community buildings, hairdressers, 
barbers, and nail salons. However, it is still vitally 
important we remember: 

Hands, face, space, air - To help control the virus and 
protect yourself and others, when you leave home, you 
must wash hands - keep washing your hands regularly, 
cover face - wear a face covering over your nose and 
mouth in enclosed spaces and make space - stay at 
least a metre away from people not in your household 

 

Sherfield Park Parish 

Tracy Hamer, Clerk & RFO to Sherfield Park Parish 
Council 

April 2021 
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The Arts Society Basingstoke have missed our trips, tours and holidays due to the COVID restrictions 
but we have organised:  

A PRIVATE VIRTUAL TOUR OF THE VATICAN MUSEUMS AND THE SISTINE CHAPEL  

with Stuart Harvey on Thursday 6th May 7.30pm - 9.00 pm via Zoom. 

Cost: Free to members, £7.50 guests 

Join us and you will feel you are actually taking a tour through the museum and chapel, moving from 
area to area with Stuart Harvey as our guide. The tour will last for 90 minutes and is live, guided over a 
presentation of Stuart's own video clips and photos, together with many historic maps and other 
images, adding depth to the tour. Stuart was able to film earlier in the year when Rome was not in 
lockdown but bereft of tourists: a huge advantage for us viewers when access to the Vatican normally 
involves huge, noisy crowds and long queues! There will be a chance to ask Stuart questions after the 
tour.  

Arts Society Basingstoke  

LATEST LOCKDOWN.  

Are you wondering how to fill your day during the 
restrictions of another lockdown? Why not join one of 
our Zoom lectures?  We are the Basingstoke branch of 
The Arts Society and we have moved our programme 
of monthly lectures on to Zoom during lockdown.   
We enjoy stimulating talks from Arts Society 
registered lecturers on a wide range of topics.  We are 
inviting anyone who is interested to join us at these 
lectures which are live on the third Wednesday of each 
month at 10.45 am.  Lectures last for one hour and 
there is an opportunity to put questions to the lecturer 
at the end. 

We would love you to join us for 
our next lecture on Wednesday 

19th May 2021  at 10.45am 

For more information on this and future lectures                                  
and to register for any of these events visit;                            
theartssocietybasingstoke.org.uk  

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER                                                                           
twitter.com/TheBasingstoke  
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK                                                
www.facebook.com/The-Arts-Society- 
Basingstoke-100482031870805/  



Page 32 

 

Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

   Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website: www.molegone.co.uk 
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Spring is finally here and our gardens are growing 
fast.  Don’t get complacent as frosts can still strike until 
the end of the month so beware of being too 
impatient.  Wait a little for planting out 
bedding plants and tender vegetables. 

 

Sherfield Show which would 
normally be taking place on 
the 5th September will 
now be joining in with the 
village celebration of 
‘Sherfield Together Again’ 
on the 4th September.  We 
have yet to decide on the 
precise format but it will 
probably be a display of the BEST 
THAT SHEFFIELD CAN GROW 
for flowers, fruit and vegetables. The Art and 
Photography Show will be ON LINE again. More 
details will be announced in the June Edition of the 
Loddon Link. 

Here are some jobs for the garden in MAY 

Once spring bulbs are over dead head 
and leave the foliage to die and 
break down naturally. Doing this 
and adding liquid fertiliser 
around the clumps will 
encourage strong growth next 
spring.  

Start successional planting of 
gladiolus bulbs. 

Lift and divide snowdrops and bluebells. Transplanted 
in the green, still in active growth, their roots settle in 
quickly. Remove flower heads. 

Spring flowering shrubs should be pruned 
back to encourage next year’s growth 
and now is also a good time to give 
any box and other formal hedging a 
bit of a gentle tidy up. Make sure 
to use hand shears rather than 
mechanical hedge trimmers which 
often bruise rather than cut the 
leaves. 

Plant out sweet peas and pinch out 
the growing shoots to encourage 
strong growth. 

Trim early-flowering clematis once they 
have finished flowering. 

Plant out dahlia tubers and chrysanthemums for 

summer-autumn flowers. 

Plant out your containers once you’re sure there will be 
no hard frosts.  You can use fleece or newspaper 

if a frost seems likely. 

THE KITCHEN GARDEN 

 

Plant out half-hardy annuals 
or direct sow French 
beans, carrots, sweetcorn, 
squash and pumpkins. 

Continue successional 
sowing of salads, radishes, 

beetroots, carrots and peas, to 
ensure a continuous harvest 

throughout the summer rather than 
a glut of everything all at once. 

Courgettes can be planted out now. Give them plenty 
of water while they establish. 

Tomatoes and cucumbers can be planted out in the 
greenhouse.  Ridge cucumbers can be planted out in a 

sheltered spot. 

Cover soft fruit plants - currants and 
gooseberries-  with netting to 

protect from birds. 

Plant a succession of lettuces 
every few weeks to avoid a glut. 

Hoe soil to keep down weeds. 
This should be done in warm, dry 

conditions to ensure any weed seedlings 
left on the surface dehydrate and die. 

This is not the month to be sitting back but your hard 
work will pay dividends later in the year.  Enjoy the 

warm Spring days.  Don’t forget about 
planting seeds for next year- Foxgloves, 

Sweet William, Bellis and Wallflowers. 

After a rough 2020 look forward to 
a great growing season in 2021 
and beyond. 

May in Your Garden 
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West Green Road  
Hartley Wintney  

RG27 8LP 
 

Open June (date varies) to late September for Pick 
Your Own and Picked fruit, vegetables and flowers 

including Strawberries, Tayberries, Currants, 
Gooseberries, Raspberries, New Potatoes and 
Asparagus; local Honey, Free Range Eggs and 

Homemade Jams and Ice Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, and to place orders or 

visit  www.westgreenfruits.com 
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For more information, help or queries  

Please email: friends@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

Target - £20,000 
Quick & Easy Ways to support 

 Sherfield Village Hall 
Registered Charity Number 272385 

 JustGiving - Buy virtual bricks. Leave your details. Allow us to claim Gift Aid.   

http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/ 

 Bank Transfer - Buy bricks via BACS. Bank details are at: 

http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/ 

 At the Shop - Envelope with your name, contact details and Cash or Cheque 

made out to Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Hall (in full please) 

THANK YOU 

TARGET 

£20,000  

 

18,000 

16,000 

14,000 

12,000 

10,000 

8,000 

6,000 

4,000 

2,000 

0 

http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/
http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/
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Restart Grant Scheme launched  

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council has launched a new government grant scheme to support local 
businesses to reopen safely as COVID restrictions are lifted. 

Following further business support measures announced by the government and guidance on how to distribute 
this funding, businesses are now able to apply for Restart Grants from the council. 

The Restart Grant, which will run until 30 June 2021 in two strands, will support non-essential retail businesses 
with one-off grants of up to £6,000 and hospitality, accommodation, leisure, personal care and gym business 
premises with one-off grants of up to £18,000. 

All eligible businesses will receive funding based on the rateable value of their premises. When applying, businesses 
must be able to demonstrate that they were trading on 1 April 2021.  

Since the start of the pandemic in March 2020, over £38 million of grant funding has been allocated to businesses 
across the borough. 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council’s Executive Director of Corporate Services Sue Cuerden said: “This 
continues to be a difficult time for local businesses and we thank them for everything they have done to minimise 
the spread of COVID-19 across the borough. 

“Following guidance from the government, we have been working hard to implement this scheme as quickly as 
possible. I would encourage eligible businesses to apply now so that they don’t miss out.” 

For more information on the eligibility criteria and to apply, please visit  

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/local-restrictions-support-grant  

 

Funding scheme launched to reduce fuel poverty and carbon emissions  

Help is at hand for Basingstoke and Deane residents living in cold homes and struggling to pay their energy bills. 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council is offering up to £10,000 of government grant funding to low income 
households to provide energy-efficient home improvements. These include solar panel systems, park home 
insulation, solid wall insulation and low carbon heating systems, such as air source heat pumps. 

Residents in rented homes are also eligible, with funding for 66% of the cost of improvements, up to £5,000, with 
their landlords contributing the remaining third. 

This funding is through the government’s Green Homes Grant Local Authority Delivery scheme. The borough 
council is working with partners, led by Portsmouth City Council and managed by AgilityEco, to deliver the energy
-saving measures and reduce local fuel poverty. 

The council’s Executive Director of Residents’ Services Rebecca Emmett said: “This scheme supports residents on 
low incomes who are living in the least efficient properties in the borough to save energy and money. It will not 
only tackle fuel poverty by helping reduce energy bills, but the improvements at these homes will also help to 
reduce carbon emissions. This supports our council’s Climate Change and Air Quality Strategy which aims to 
achieve a carbon-free borough by 2030.” 

If you have a household income of less than £30,000 then this scheme is a great opportunity. Applications are 
open now and funding will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis, with measures to be installed by 
September 2021. For more information and to apply visit www.warmerhomes.org.uk/insulation. 

The council is expecting further funding to be made available in our area as part of the next phase of this scheme 
in order to help even more of our residents.  
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Solutions on p. 44 

Puzzle Pages 

www.sudokuoftheday.com 
A step-by-step guide to solving this puzzle can be found on the web site  

ACROSS 
1 Came across a record concerning 
journalist (10) 
6 Language of old city belonging to the 
French (4) 
9 They'll get wrongly blamed for heading 
off escape by animals (10) 
10 There's potato in Mum's pudding (4) 
12 Style of cooking providing contrasts (5
-3-4) 
15 Country-loving Irishman in charge of 
containing disturbance (9) 
17 Giving note to terrorists makes one 
angry (5) 
18 One who latches on to another is a 
sucker (5) 
19 Sailor's intent perhaps is to be self-
restrained (9) 
20 A comment sure upset in due 
proportion (12) 
24 Man told to get on his knees? (4) 
25 Boundary rope may produce such a 
decision (10) 
26 E.g. dogs returning from walk (4) 
27 Not quite one's best friend on the ship 
(6,4) 
  
DOWN 
1 Pretty girl gets some food (4) 
2 Animal found in sea location (4) 
3 Fat little Edward is biased (12) 
4 The First Lady touring Oklahoma will 
awaken memories (5) 
5 The thresholds of delights (9) 
7 Heartless robbers go off with a pet. The 
villains! (10) 
8 Below, below, below (10) 
11 Managed to get clergyman in dead 
awkward situation (12) 
13 They are seeking work after demolition 
of aspic plant (10) 
14 Steam railway takes on head of 
Railtrack to improve efficiency (10) 
16 To perform in a different key, one's 
parts must be arranged (9) 
21 Went on horseback round cowboy 
show (5) 
22 Junk mail from the capital (4) 
23 Nothing but a lake (4) 

Set by Alberich alberichcrosswords.com 
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Quick crossword Across 
1. Large house (7) 
5. Pieces of information (5) 
8. Profits (5) 
9. Gruesome (7) 
10. Retaliated (7) 
11. Form of transport (5) 
12. Hostility (6) 
14. Stick (6) 
18. Permit (5) 
20. SIncere (7) 
22. Creatures (7) 
23. Doctrine (5) 
24. Ledge (5) 
25. Sweet (7) 
Down 
1. Tycoon (7) 
2. Dissonance (5) 
3. Perceptiveness (7) 
4. Wanderers (6) 
5. Aspect (5) 
6. Vegetable (7) 
7. Austere (5) 
13. Discomfort (7) 
15. Mocks (7) 
16. Pull out (7) 
17. Stopped (6) 
18. Accumulate (5) 
19. Dock (5) 
21. Bird of prey (5) 

NN BAXTER, 
AUDREY 
HEPBURN, 
AVA 
GARDNER, 
BETTE DAVIS, 
CAROLE 
LOMBARD, 
GLORIA 
SWANSON, 
GRETA 
GARBO, 
HEDY 
LAMARR, 
INGRID 
BERGMAN, 
JANE RUSSELL, 
JANE WYMAN, 
JEAN 
HARLOW, 
JEAN 
SIMMONS, 

JOAN 
CRAWFORD, 
JUDY 
GARLAND, 
LANA 
TURNER, 
LAUREN 
BACALL, 
MARILYN 
MONROE, 
MERLE 
OBERON, 
MYRNA LOY, 
RITA 
HAYWORTH, 
VERONICA 
LAKE, 
VIRGINIA 
MAYO, VIVIEN 
LEIGH. 

Word Search - The Movies 

https://www.sudokuoftheday.com
alberichcrosswords.com
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To celebrate International Women’s Day on 8th March, 
NWR members each chose a woman to research from 
the BBC list of inspirational women, both from the past 
and present day.  The earliest one chosen was born in 
1750 and this was Caroline Herschel, who with her 
brother William, became interested in astronomy.  It 
was very unusual for a woman to be educated in those 
days, but her enlightened father encouraged her to learn 
and she became the first woman to be awarded a gold 
medal from the Royal Astronomical Society having 
discovered some comets.  A friend of the Herschels 
was another amazing woman, Mary Somerville, born in 
1780.  A Scottish scientist, she studied maths and 
astronomy and was nominated to be 
jointly the first female member of the 
Royal Astronomical Society at the 
same time as Herschel.  Somerville 
College, Oxford, was named in her 
honour.  When John Stuart Mill, the 
philosopher and economist, organised 
a massive petition for women’s 
suffrage to parliament in 1866, 
Somerville was the first to sign it.   
Later, Emmeline Pankhurst, another 
of our choices, founded the Women’s 
Suffrage League which eventually folded.  Later, after 
her husband died, with her daughter Christabel, she 
founded the Women’s Social and Political Union in 
1903.  Up until the First World War the organisation 
advocated physical confrontation which often resulted 
in prison sentences, but at the outbreak of war 
Emmeline and Christabel called a halt to the militant 
stance and supported the government.  Women over 30 
were granted the vote in 1918 and eventually, in 1928, 
the vote was given to women over 21. 
Another famous woman who was interested in 
women’s suffrage was Elizabeth Garrett Anderson.  
Born in 1836, she grew up in Aldeburgh, Suffolk.  She 
decided that she wanted to train to be a doctor, which 
was unheard of for a woman at that time.  She failed to 
get a place at medical school, so trained to be a nurse, 
but carried on studying anatomy and physiology.  After 
studying in Paris she was accepted onto the BMA 
register having already opened her own practice, the 
first woman to do so.  Although interested in women’s 
suffrage, she was not a militant campaigner, unlike her 
sister Millicent Fawcett.  
Jane Austen was chosen as she was a Hampshire girl, 
born at Steventon Rectory in 1775.   She wrote several 
books, the most famous being ‘Pride and Prejudice’.  
She moved to Chawton (near Alton) in 1808 and died 
in 1817.  Another woman with a Hampshire connection 
was Dorothy Liddell.  Born in Tyneside in 1890, her 

elder brother was Aidan Liddell, VC, 
whose death we recognised in 2015.  
The Liddell family moved to Sherfield 
Manor (now Sherfield School) in 1908.  
In 1914 her parents opened their home as a Red Cross 
convalescent hospital for wounded servicemen.  
Dorothy trained as a Red Cross nurse.  After Aidan 
died in 1915, the hospital was closed, but Dorothy 
transferred to the front line in France where Aidan had 
been treated and died.  She was awarded an MBE. 
We also researched some recent outstanding women.  
Those of us who were young in the 1960s will 
remember Mary Quant, the fashion designer, who is 

famous for designing the mini-skirt 
which was supposedly to give 
freedom to run for the bus!  She was 
one of only two designers offering 
simple, youthful clothes.  She is now 
91. 
Waad al-Kateab is a young award-
winning Syrian activist, journalist and 
film-maker who reported about the 
horrors from Aleppo for 5 years and 
has won awards for Channel 4 News.  
She now lives in London with her 

family. 
A modern day scientist has become a household name 
for a good reason – Professor Sarah Gilbert, who with 
her team developed the Oxford Covid-19 vaccine 
which was approved on 30 December 2020.  She is 
Professor of Vaccinology at Oxford University and 
won the prestigious Albert Medal in March. 
Other outstanding women include disabled 
campaigners such as Shani Dhanda who was born with 
brittle bone disease and despite her disability was able 
to study for a degree.  She speaks at conferences and 
has featured on television news programmes.  Elin 
Williams has a degenerative eye condition called 
Retinitis Pigmentosa which has steadily deteriorated 
since the age of 6 and causes blurred vision leading to 
blindness.  She started blogging at the age of 15 and 
created a website to help others.  She has become 
involved in various charities for children with visual 
impairment. 
We thoroughly enjoyed doing this research, from the 
earlier ones when it was much harder for women to be 
able to learn and be recognised for their achievements, 
to the young women trying to help others. 
Our next topic is looking at photos and anecdotes from 
Lockdown and signs of spring.  

Gill Fearon 

    National Women's Register 

Page 43 

 

www.complete-pestsolutions.com  



Page 44 

 

Puzzle Solutions  

Stratfield Saye Village Hall 

 

A small, attractive and traditional hall in New 
Street, Stratfield Saye 

Ideal for children’s parties and functions 
Ample parking 

To view or hire, contact Linda on:  
(01189)332106 

St Leonard’s Church Room is 

available for hire 
The Church Room attached to St Leonard's 
is a light modern space with kitchen (Food 

Hygiene Rating 5), and toilet facilities. 
Suitable for business and community group 

meetings or parties. Large car park.   

For more information about hiring please 
contact:  

admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk   
01256 882788 
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The Chambers of Commerce help to make 
businesses become more successful, by 

providing them with networking 
opportunities, business support and advice, 

as well as a great range of products and 
services.  

The Hampshire Chamber is currently 
running a number of workshops on 

managing and developing businesses for the 
post-Covid world.  

For more information contact the Hampshire 
Chamber 01329 242420, at 

info@hampshirechamber.co.uk or by 
completing the contact form at 

www.hampshirechamber.co.uk/contact-us/ 

Contact the Basingstoke Chamber on 01329 
242420 or at 

lisa.hall@hampshirechamber.co.uk  

 

mailto:admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk
mailto:info@hampshirechamber.co.uk
mailto:www.hampshirechamber.co.uk/contact-us/
mailto:lisa.hall@hampshirechamber.co.uk
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Building and Property Services 
P. 

Access4Lofts 36 

Millbrook Building Solutions 46 

Business Services  
 

Worting House 35 

Computers  

Andmore Consulting 36 

SoL Computers 45 
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Basing Tutors 46 
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Ash Brook Independent Funeral Directors 39 
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Rector:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, email  
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Tuesday) 

Assistant Priest  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
sc.cedars@greenbee.net  

Curate (priest responsible for Bramley and  
Little London):  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  

Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
lgoodall.work@gmail.com 

 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, Sherfield-on-
Loddon, RG27 0JB  
Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Churchwarden  Mick Cooper 07594 315508 
Treasurer: Peter Martinson 07952 873274 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453  
rosyhannah@hotmail.com 
  

Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye  

with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and Bramley - Church Officers 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
    

All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles 
Tel. 01256 880559 

advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
 

Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month 
Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. 
Requests are dealt with in order. 
Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 

Editor for the June edition - Simon Boase 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 14th May 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee 

Chair and Editor: Jane Abrams  01256 881188  
jabrams2226@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 
advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Editor and CTO: Simon Boase  
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com 

Editor: Howard Perkins  
01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 

Chiara Ziamin 
chiara.zamin@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 

Rev. Stephen Ball 01256 881071 
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 

Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
lyngiugovaz@gmail.com 

Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379  
dgdawson@sky.com 

Louise Grainger  01256 883967   
manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

                              

Loddon Valley Link  
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Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments Karen Ross  842662 

Basingstoke Gazette Chris Horton 882426 

Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr Chris Tomlinson TBC 
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr Nick Robinson 07585 578295 

Brownies sherfieldbrownies@gmail.com 

Breach Lane Chapel Geoff Belsham 882534 

Catholic Church Fr. Chris Rutledge 465214 

Clift Surgery Patient Group TBC - 

Cricket Club (Sherfield) Steve Dummer 07775 674869 

Cricket Club (Stratfield Turgis  
and Hartley Wespall) 

  

 Captain Manoj George  07552 114188 

 Contact Martin Turvey  07785 580456 

Evergreens Jean Berntsen 882798 

Happy Faces Playgroup Viv Allway and Alison Smith 880903 

Loddon Players Peter Francis 07867 547696 

Loddon Quilters Jacky Morgan     882350 

Loddon Sports Junior Football Club Fred Berntsen 882798 

Lunch Club Helen Belsham 882534 

NWR Gill Fearon 882106 

Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 101 

Police - Sherfield Park PCSO Adam Steel 101 

Poppies Natalie Larner 880075 

Post Office Sherfield on Loddon 882210 

Rainbows Pam Luck 882687 

Sherfield Community Care Grp Basingstoke NeighbourCare 423855 

Sherfield on Loddon Fete Bruce Batting 882605 

Sherfield & District Gardening Club Dan Farrow 882680 

  Andy Morgan 882350 

Sherfield Park Community Centre Louise Grainger 883967 

Sherfield Park Parish Council Tracy Hamer 07778546477 

Sherfield & District Show Richard Elphick 07768004820 

Sherfield Village Hall     

 Caretaker/Bookings Wendy Gosden 07468 427684 

 Management Committee Ivan Gosden 07940 212441 

 Trustee   Nick Robinson 07585 578295 

Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council Karen Ross 842662 

Sherfield Village Green Volunteers John Attwood 881760 

Short Mat Bowls Norman Stanley 881021 

Stratfield Saye Parish Council Louise Webb 07771 727547 

Stratfield Saye Village Hall Linda Bishop 0118 933 2106 

Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting Sheila Campbell (Chair) 882351 

Toddler Group 0-5s TBC    

Tree Wardens John Darker 882334 

  Cllr Diana Effiong 07796 045944 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
mailto:lgoodall.work@gmail.com
mailto:rosyhannah@hotmail.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:perkinsthekeep@gmail.com
mailto:chiara.zamin@gmail.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
mailto:sherfieldbrownies@gmail.com
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DRIVING INSTRUCTOR, SHERFIELD PARK Semi retired , 26 years experience, very patient, 
good with nervous pupils.  Good pass rate.  Covers Bramley, Sherfield , Chineham.  Reasonable rates. 
Contact Graham 07806469963/barney0729@icloud.com 

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced, local lady 
who cleans every corner. References. Tel 07933 316989 or e-mail mariacleaning@live.co.uk  

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, payroll, self
-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, re-wires, 
lights etc.  No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, jce.morris@outlook.com   

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden maintenance. Tel 
01256 882696 or 0784 230 3366. E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com 

HYPNOTHERAPIST APHP ACCREDITED Hypnotherapy can help with: quitting smoking; 
weight; stress/anxiety/fears/phobias; confidence; reducing depression…and more. Free 30min 
consultation. Call 07793050047 or email: noeleen.hornby@personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net; 
www.personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net 

ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 words. Anything from lost cats to small services. 
Just drop an email to:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
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Separating couples are being offered £500 vouchers to 
spend on family mediation to help them avoid 
acrimonious court proceedings. 

Haymarket Family Mediation, which is part of Phillips 
Solicitors, is participating in the scheme funded by The 
Ministry of Justice via the Family Mediation Council 
(FMC). Launched on 26 March, the scheme, which is 
limited to 2,000 cases, will offer a financial contribution 
of up to £500 per family towards the costs of their 
mediation. 

Welcoming the initiative, Sheila Parkes, who heads the 
Haymarket Family Mediation team and is an accredited 
member of the FMC, said: “Family mediation is a 
proven cost-effective way to resolve differences 
following separation. The voucher scheme will make 
mediation accessible to more people, and help 
separated families agree to solutions that are best for 
their children.” Having been a qualified mediator for 
nearly 25 years, Sheila added: “Over the years, I have 
seen how much more beneficial it is for separating 
clients to reach agreement in mediation, rather than go 
through the adversarial court process which often ends 
up with an outcome that neither party wanted and 
almost inevitably leads to a further deterioration in the 
parent’s relationship.” Mediation is often a quicker, 

cheaper, more amicable and 
less stressful way of resolving 
disputes. The biggest 
advantage of mediation is that 
it can help you communicate 
better at a very difficult time 
which will help you to move 
on as separate individuals and help when future issues 
arise. There are a limited number of the vouchers 
available, and when they are used, 
the scheme will end. So, if you are 
thinking about family mediation 
then it would be a good idea to 
think about this sooner rather 
than later.” 

Should you wish to discuss the 
Family Mediation Voucher 
Scheme, please don’t hesitate to 
get in touch with Sheila by calling 
01256 854652, emailing sheila.parkes@phillips-
law.co.uk or by visiting 
 www.phillips-law.co.uk/haymarket-family-mediation 

When contacting Phillips, please mention the Loddon 
Valley Link. 

Family Mediation Voucher Scheme 

mailto:barney0729@icloud.com
mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:jce.morris@outlook.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
mailto:noeleen.hornby@personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net
mailto:www.personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
http://www.phillips-law.co.uk/haymarket-family-mediation
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