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Dear Friends 

I 
 trust that you are enjoying Spring.  As I 
write the weather is beginning to warm 
up and Easter is approaching.  There are 
lots of signs of growth and we are 
looking forward to the summer.  Sadly, 

since Christmas I have had to take nine funerals.  It 
has been quite a challenging time especially in the 
midst of Lent Study Groups and extra Lent 
Services.  Last year I think we only had eight in the 
whole year.  Inevitably so many deaths causes me to 
reflect on the nature and reality of physical death. 

That so many of the funerals took place in one of 
our five churches is encouraging but also, 
perhaps, telling.  There is something quite 
unique and special about a funeral in church, 
not least because it enables me to make a 
better job of leading it without the pressure 
and time constraints that we have at the 
crematorium.  For most who have funerals in 
the church or a Christian service at the 
crematorium, it just seems the right thing to 
do.  Certainly for me I can’t even imagine how it is 
possible to cope with death without a Christian 
faith.  In our services I pray this prayer as an act of 
faith and ask everyone who feels able to join me. 

“Heavenly Father, you have not made us for 
darkness and death but for life with you 
forever.  Without you we have nothing to hope for; 
with you we have nothing to fear.  Speak to us now 
your words of eternal life.  In your mercy, turn the 
ending of death into the dawn of new life, and the 
sorrow of parting into the joy of heaven, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

For those who put their faith in 
Christ Jesus, this is the Christian 
hope.  Not a wishy washy ‘I 
hope this will happen’, rather, a 
certain hope in something that is 
already true.  This we celebrate 
at Easter (as I write in four days).  In a further prayer 
in the service we make the following claim, that 
‘Christ has conquered the power of death and 
brought life and immortality through the 
Gospel’.  The challenge is whether we truly believe 
that.  Faith in Jesus is often a challenging thing and 
yet it is so surprisingly simple.  Somehow many 
people have been given the message that if their faith 

is not strong then there is no hope.  The most 
common question I get asked is, “will I go to 
heaven?”  In short, they doubt that their faith 
is strong enough.  Yet in the Gospel of 
Matthew Jesus says “I tell you truly, if you 
have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can 
say to this mountain, move from here to there 
and it will move”.  Mustard seed faith.  Faith 
in Jesus has nothing to do with how good we 

are, or how good a Christian we are, it is all about 
our mustard seed faith in a God who has broken the 
power of death.  That mustard seed faith means that 
even though we may often be filled with doubt, we 
are part of His Kingdom here on earth and if we are 
part of it here on earth, we remain part of it in 
heaven.  Thank God for that!  If you would like to 
talk further about this do please feel free to give me 
a call.  In the meantime, I wish you a very happy and 
peaceful summer. 

Every blessing 

Stephen 07943014277 email: 
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com  

  Minister’s Letter 

Mustard 

Seed 

Faith 

The Reverend Sammie 
Armstrong with his wife 
Carol and Pip Iles with his 
wife Ilene attended St 
Georges Chapel, Windsor 
on Maundy Thursday to 
be part of the Annual 
M a u n d y  M o n e y 
Ceremony. Her Majesty 

the Queen presented the 
purses to 93 women and 93 

men which represents Her 
Majesty’s present age of 93 

years.  Sammie and Pip 
were nominated by our 
Diocesan B ishop, 
B i shop Tim of 
Winchester, to be 
recipients of the 
Maundy Money for 
their services over 
many years to the 
Church and community 
of Basingstoke. 

Maunday Thursday 

Page 3 

 

W 
elcome to the May edition of 
the Loddon Valley Link.  I’m 
sitting here looking out at a 
lovely warm sunny day 
contemplating a trip to Palma 
later this month where it’s 

currently cold and blustery. Perhaps I should stay at 
home for the tan.  

New Borough Councillors in our area are up for 
election on 2nd May.   

Summer is almost upon us  with quite a number of 
fetes and activities so lots of dates for your diaries 
across the area. We have all the usual reports plus a 
centre page spread from Natalie Larner about her trip 
on Route 66. Looks fantastic and if anyone else would 
like to share their trip of a lifetime then  please drop us 
a line.  

I’m delighted to report that Stratfield Turgis & some 
Hartley Wespall residents can now get Faster 
Broadband with the recent connection of cabinet 3 at 
Turgis Green. The traffic jams were worth it (p42). 
Also in Stratfield Turgis we’ve got another village walk 
planned on the 5th May. All welcome (p43) and 
keeping it just down the road Hartley Mill is opening its 
doors to the public once again for their Charity Regatta 
next month (p42).  

In Sherfield Village Percy’s plant sale needs your 
support so please go along to this long standing village 
event (p38) and the Village Hall is looking for 
volunteers (p13),. Loddon Quilters have their annual 
show (p12). The villagers are opening their gardens 
supporting Oliver  Warner (p36) as is Bramley school 
with something a bit different (p42). The fete features 
on the back cover.  

Sherfield Park are looking forward to Sherfest plus  a 
pub night coming soon (p20). 

This month's cover picture of the view 
over Bow Grove was taken by Mike 
Ralph. We’ll be running our cover 
picture competition again this year so 
keep your images coming in.  

Send your articles, comments and pictures (especially 
for the cover) to editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  
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Editorial 

The Loddon Valley Link is hand distributed by your volunteer neighbours to over 2,000 houses across the 
parishes of Sherfield on Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Turgis. Available 
online at loddonvalleylink.org.uk.. We return any profits to the community in the form of grants which amounted 
to nearly £3000 last year. 

Simon Boase 

T 
he Loddon Valley Link is once 
again inviting budding student 
editors to produce one of its 
summer editions. We hope that this 
offer will appeal to those currently 

involved in, say, media studies or similar, or to others 
who simply have an interest in gaining valuable 
hands-on experience producing a magazine such as 
ours. .  

We would also like a permanent 
editor, to work alongside our 
existing editors in rotation. This 
is a great way of becoming involved in the local 
community. If you are interested we would really like 
to hear from you. Or you could be a member of the 
Loddon Valley Link Committee, to support the work 
of producing, distributing and developing the 
magazine. Contact: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

 Editors Wanted for the Loddon Valley Link 

http://www.loddonvalleylink.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
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Sunday 5th May  Easter 3 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine                    Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Holy Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye  

10.30am Matins St James Bramley                

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Services May 2019 

Friday 10th May   

4.15pm Messy Church Sherfield Park Community Centre    

Sunday 12th May  Easter 4 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Morning Worship & Sunday Club St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

Sunday 19th May  Easter 5 

8.00am Holy Communion                 Little London 

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley                

10.00am Holy Communion & Sunday Club St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.30am Morning Worship St James Bramley                

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Sunday 26th May  Easter 6 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am  Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Together in Worship St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

              Children are welcome at all our services. Services in italics are particularly geared to children and 
families. 

Sunday 2nd June  Easter 7 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine                    Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Holy Communion       St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye  

10.30am Matins St James Bramley                

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       
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Parish Registers 

FUNERALS 

 

Peter David Chalkley   29th March 2019   Sherfield 

Diane Davis    12th April 2019   Sherfield 

Lois Edith Batting    17th April 2019   Sherfield 

 

BAPTISM 

Jane Mary Cook   24th March 2019   Sherfield 

 

 

 

Friday 10th May 

Theme - Pray! Pray! Pray! 

All welcome!   
4.15pm start, singing, dancing and parable then lots of fun craft 

followed by a tasty meal, finishing at 5.45pm  

 

PLEASE NOTE - IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU BOOK 

in order for us to plan catering and avoid wastage 

(and please advise of any food allergies).   

For more information and to book, please contact : 

Rosy Staines - rosyhannah@hotmail.com 

or on Facebook: messychurchsol 

LOIS BATTING 

Lois Batting sadly died on the 3rd April 2019 in 
Basingstoke Hospital. Lois lived in the village for over 
40 years.  She was born in Kirkland Lake in Canada 
which is some 500 miles north of Stoney Creek where 
the Women’s Institute was started over 100 years ago.  
Lois and her husband Bruce visited WI House there on  
one of their visits to Canada and both found it very 
interesting. Lois was a very valued Member of the 
Sherfield Women’s Institute and, together with 
Kathleen Gaiger, were Archivists for the Women’s 

Institute and the Village Hall.  In her working life, Lois 
was a Senior Nurse in the Children’s Wards of 
Basingstoke Hospital. Amongst other duties, dealing 
with diabetics, many of whom she kept in touch with 
and visited regularly. Lois was a great supporter of 
village activities, among those the Cricket Club, 
providing teas etc. A wonderful woman with a lovely 
dry sense of humour, sadly missed. 

From friends at Sherfield Women’s Institute. 
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Sunday 5th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Sunday 12th 10.30am Family Worship led by Graham Locke 

Tuesday 14th 10am Open Morning at the Chapel 

Saturday 18th 2pm Disabled Christian Fellowship (Thru’ the Roof Club) 

Sunday 19th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen including Holy  
Communion 

  12.30pm Anniversary Meal for the Re-opening of the Chapel in 
1980 

Sunday 26th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

  6pm SENSE Contemporary Worship at St Andrew’s Methodist 
Church 

Tuesday 28th 10am Open Morning at the Chapel 

Catholic Services 

St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke. 

Parish Office Open:  

Tues to Friday  
9.30 am-1.00 pm Tel.465214. 

Sunday Mass 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm  

Breach Lane Chapel Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416 

Baptist Chapel—May 2019 

A 
t the recent Annual  PCC Meeting, 
members of St 
Leonard’s 
Church family 
said a huge 
‘thank you’ to 

two key members of the 
Parochial Church Council 
(PCC), Dan Farrow and 
Richard Elphick.  

Dan has been looking after 
our finances for ten years and 
so it was no doubt with some 
relief that he handed over this 
responsibility.  

Richard has stood down as a churchwarden, although 

he remains a member of the PCC as one of our 
Licensed Lay Ministers. Dan and Richard were 
presented with gifts to show our appreciation. As many 

inhabitants of Sherfield on 
Loddon know well, Dan is a 
very keen dahlia grower and 
all round horticulturist star 
and so, using his garden 
vouchers, will choose 
something special for his 
garden with which to 
remember our appreciation. 
Richard’s gift was an engraved 
decanter and something 
special to go in it. Cards 
signed by all members of the 

church community were full of warm messages of 
thanks and good wishes. 

Thanks for Loyal Service 
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2 Thessalonians 4: 14-18 

Since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those 
who have fallen asleep in him.  According to the 
Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, 
who are left until the coming of the Lord, will 
certainly not precede those who have died. For the 
Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a 
loud command, with the voice of the archangel and 
with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ 
will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and 
are left will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be 
with the Lord for ever. Therefore encourage one 
another with these words. 

Prayer for the month 

Heavenly Father, as we live through the season of 
Easter, we thank you for the life that you have 
brought us through the death and the resurrection of 
Jesus.  Wherever we are and whatever stage we have 
reached in our journey of faith help us to open 
ourselves to all of the life-giving possibilities offered 
to us as people of the resurrection.  We pray that, by 
your Holy Spirit living in us, we may receive the 
encouragement we need to grow in our faith.  Help 
us, too, to connect ourselves with those who share 
our faith so that we may be built up as your sons and 
daughters in the household of faith as we grow into 
the likeness and lifestyle of Jesus.  We ask this in 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Prayer points for May 

We continue to pray for peace 
throughout the world.  We pray for all 
who are persecuted for their faith or 
because of their differences.  Help us 
to become ambassadors of your love and to always 
seek justice and mercy for others.  We pray for our 
government and for the European Parliament, that 
in all the deliberations that continue to take place 
regarding Brexit, truth and transparency will be of 
prime importance and that listening, understanding 
and compromise will bring a swift resolution to what 
seems to be an impossible challenge.  We pray that 
you will continue to help us to be kind to each other 
in these matters. 

Loving God, we pray for our homes and families. 
We pray especially for those who are lonely; that we 
may see who they are and offer the hand of 
friendship. We pray for all who are suffering in any 
way; that with our support and loving concern they 
may find healing in body, mental strength and 
wisdom to navigate the days ahead and a sense of 
your presence and love for them as well as our love 
and prayers for them. Bless those who care for them. 

We pray especially for all who grieve the loss of 
loved ones, whether recently or in the past, and we 
ask for your comfort and peace, using us to make 
that a reality if appropriate.  In Jesus’ name we pray 
all these prayers. Amen.  

Prayers for May 
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St. Michael’s Hospice  

(North Hampshire)  

House to House Collections 

Your Hospice Needs YOU. Volunteers 
needed for St. Michael’s Hospice (North 
Hampshire) House to House Collection 

in June 

If you have a couple of hours to spare in June to 
deliver and pick up envelopes and would like to 

be involved then please contact Lynne 
Grimshaw, Community Campaigns Coordinator 

on 01256 848845 or email 
Lynne.grimshaw@stmichaelshospice.org.uk  

mailto:Lynne.grimshaw@stmichaelshospice.org.uk
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Meeting dates 
There will be a joint Parish Council and Village 
Green and Leisure facilities committee meeting 
held on Tuesday 28th May 2019 at 7.30 pm in the 
Liddell Hall. The June Parish Council meeting 
will be held on Tuesday 11th June 2019. 
 

Dog Waste  
We are pleased to see improvements on the Village 
Green with two of our parish councillors doing “poo 
patrols” too! Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 

Speeding 
There is still an issue with speeding through the 
Village. Please watch your speed as you travel 
through the Village. 
 

Trees 
There are a few dangerous trees behind the play area 
which need to be dealt with. Please avoid the area 
until the work has been complete. 
On a positive note the Parish Council has been 
successful in its bid for ‘Trees for Communities’. We 

will receive 105 trees which will 
planted all over the Village Green.  
We have also had the promise of  the 
donation of oak trees so will be 
planting them when it is feasible. The Parish Council 
has also earmarked £2,000 for further tree planting. 
 
Karen Ross, Clerk to Sherfield 
on Loddon Parish Council 
PO Box 6862, Basingstoke 
RG24 4QZ  Telephone: 01256 
842662 
Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 
  

 Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council—May 2019  
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MEETING DATES 

The next full Parish Council meeting will be held on 8th 
May, which will be the Council’s AGM.  The Annual 
Parish meeting will be held on the same night, or on 
May 10th.  Residents will be advised via the Parish 
Notice Boards and on line well beforehand.  Both 
meetings will take place in the Parish office, opposite 
the Community Centre.   

The Council’s meeting always start at 7.30pm, with 
notices posted on Parish Notice Boards and the Parish 
Council’s website detailing the agenda, no less than 5 
days before any meeting.  Alternately check 
sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk/FullCouncil.aspx 
early in first week of the month for the agenda and 
background documents 

NEW COUNCILLOR 

The Council was able to welcome Oana Beattie onto 
the Parish Council at the April meeting.  As well as 
involvement in the main council Oana will be using her 
expertise in IT and corporate governance on the 
Finance Committee, and with the council’s Policy and 
Communications subcommittees.  Oana’s arrival means 
that the council is now back to full strength. 

BOROUGH ELECTIONS 

Residents are reminded again that there will be Borough 
Council elections on May 2nd, with candidates standing 
to replace Cllr Joyce Bowyer as one of our three ward 
councillors. All registered voters are encouraged to 
exercise their right to choose a new representative.  

OPEN SPACES  

We are still keen to hear from residents about potential 
projects to improve the overall environment/resources 
within the parish, using Section 106 funds which we can 
access through the Borough.   

Initial project proposals being put forward to the 
Borough this month will include: 

Developing a fitness trail, with outdoor gym equipment 
at three sites.  This route will, subject to Borough 
Council consultation broadly follow the Parish 
boundary.  More details will be publicised once full 
approval has been agreed; 

A large scale bulb and wild flower planting programme; 
and:  

The purchase and installation of a number of picnic 
tables at suitable open space locations throughout the 
parish.  IDEAS ABOUT WHERE THE TABLES 
ARE SITED WOULD BE WELCOMED BY THE 
COUNCIL. 

 

LITTER BINS 

The Parish Council will shortly be installing two more 
litter bins, at the bus stop on Sunwood Drive next to 
the Nisa Shop, and on Rockbourne Road, opposite the 
water meadow.  

BUS SHELTER MAINTENANCE 

Following the recent clean-up of all the parish’s bus 
shelters, the Council will shortly repair the damaged 
shelter on Gaiger Avenue.   

ANTI “DOG FOULING” CAMPAIGN 

In response to recent concerns about Dogs fouling the 
sports pitches, a leafleting campaign sponsored by the 
Parish Council will shortly take place to remind 
everyone of the dangers to others if they fail to pick up 
after their pets.  Please can everyone do their best to 
control their animals!! 

NO 14 BUS 

At a recent meeting in Sherfield on Loddon over 70 
people from Sherfield Park, Sherfield on Loddon and 
Bramley were able to strongly express their 
disappointment with the reduced bus service to the 
park and elsewhere.  A variety of solutions were 
suggested, and residents are encouraged to write to our 
County Councillor, Elaine Still 
(elaine.still@hants.gov.uk 
orcllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk) explaining their 
concerns to support the campaign being developed by 
Borough Councillors in the three parishes. 

DIMMING OF OUR STREET LIGHTS 

In an effort to reduce costs and cut light pollution, 
Hampshire County Council has recently decided to dim 
our street lights between 1.00am and 4.00am.  This 
appears to have led to greater activity by car thieves.  
Residents are reminded to lock their cars and ensure 
that valuables are out of sight if left in their cars.  
Should you wish to lobby the county about this 
economy drive please contact the county via 
HANTSWEB (hants.gov.uk/allservices), and/or write 
to our local County Councillor, Elaine Still at 
elaine.still@hants.gov.uk or 
cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk. 

OTHER MATTERS    

Residents are reminded that the best way to contact the 
parish councillors about any community concerns is via 
the clerk on 07421704209 or via 
clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk.  

Sherfield Park Parish Council 

16th April 2019 
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Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

   Mobile: 07798 570443.  
Website: www.molegone.co.uk 
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New Classes from Thursday 25th April  

10am (0-4yrs) &  10:50am (0-18 months) 

 

 Community Café 

Every Thursday 

11am until 1:30pm 

admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk (t) 01256 883967 

 

 

 

SHERFIELD PARK COMMUNITY CENTRE  

Cupper Joe & Indigo Bakes 

 Pop up Café Saturdays 

27th April & 18th May 

 

 Join us for Pub Night 

on Friday 17th May 

6pm until 10pm 

Reg. Charity  
No 1170953 

jasmine.mcarthy@caterpillarmusic.com 

 
Saturday 13 July  Noon to Dusk 

Live music 
Beer tent with local real ales & ciders plus a Gin Bar!  

Hog Roast, Creperie and much more 

Incl. Crepererie, Hog Roast, 
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In Year 2 we have been learning about the Queen. We 
researched lots of information about the Queen and 
found out lots of facts for example she has two 
birthdays! One in April and one in June! We made 
posters all about the Queen. We have been writing 
letters to the Queen. We have told her about ourselves 
and have asked some questions we would like to know 
about. When Foxes and Hedgehogs go to Windsor 
Castle after the Easter Holidays we will drop off the 
letters then.  

In Maths we have been learning about time. We can 
tell the time using o’clock, half past, quarter past and 
quarter to and are learning to use time to the nearest 5 
minutes. We are learning to measure, we have 
measured the length of things in centimetres (cm) and 
meters (m) and the weight of things in grams (g) and in 
kilograms (kg). 

Today (3rd April) Year 
1 had the Titanic 
museum in the hall 
and their adults came 
to look at what they 
had all made. They made 
lots of Titanic models to put in the museum. There 

were also quizzes, games and 
information sheets. Up on the walls 
were Titanic collages that all the 
children had made. They had a timeline 
with the important dates.   Before the 
museum, in class, Year 1 have been performing poems 
about the Titanic.  

Year R have had chicks! First the eggs were in the 
incubator, it was very hot! Slowly the chicks started to 
hatch out of the eggs. They 
had to peck their way 
through the egg shell. 
Once they had got out of 
the egg they got more 
fluffy and after 24 hours they 
could be moved to the brooder box that just has a light 
bulb in it to keep them warm. We held the chick, it felt 
fluffy and soft and its claws felt a bit spiky. The chicks 
will go back to the farm on Friday.  

The children have also been exploring a Fairy Garden 
in the woods on the field. The fairies gave the children 
challenges! They had to make a clay seed bomb and 
plant it, they made up a dance and song for the fairies. 
They designed their own fairy friend and a decoration 
for the garden.  

Charlotte Eason and Sophia Gay  

Four Lanes School – May Issue  
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The trip of a lifetime for the biker and car enthusiast?  
Oh yes, but there’s so much more to see on Route US 
66.  There’s something for you, too!  

You can follow the music: ‘Chicago’ Old Man River, St 
Louis Blues, 24 hrs from Tulsa, Ohhhh Oklahoma, 
Show me the way to Amarillo, Surfin’ USA.   

If history’s your 
passion, visit Cahokia 
Mounds 900AD -
1500, Lincoln’s 
hometown Springfield 
Illinois, the Civil War 
museum at Baxter 
Springs or Jesse James 
Wax Museum.  

Enjoy the hospitality and 
spectacle of a Native 
American fair and take 
home some beautiful 
craftwork. 

There’s plenty for 
transport enthusiasts, like Sapulpa Trolley and Rail 
Museum, Sandia Peak (aerial) Tramway, classic bull-
nosed road trucks and 
counting up to 104 
carriages as you drive in 
parallel with a freight 
train.  

A film buff?  Too many 

films to mention but do grab a 
coffee in the original gas station 
in Cars on Route, at Galena.  And 
for Pretty Woman fans, at the 
end of your trip, stroll along 
Rodeo Drive and pop into The 

Beverly Wilshire Hotel L.A. 

For those who love 
20thC architecture 
‘The Route’ is a 
treasure trove: the 
first skyscraper, 
Frank Lloyd Wright 
designs, iconic Art 
Deco gas stations 
and diners, 1950s motels, fantastic bridges and recent 
additions like Trump Towers!  

And the scenery!  Make 
it a trip about natural 
wonders like Meramec 
Caverns or the 
Barringer meteor crater, 
the vast desert scrub or 
the breath-taking 
Arizona Painted Desert 
and Petrified Forest.  

Take a detour and visit The Grand Canyon and 
Monument Valley.  Be truly moved and amazed at 
both.  

So, exactly what is America’s wonderful ‘Main 
Street’? 

Approx. 2,440 miles long (about 
4000 km), Route 66 crosses 8 
states and 3 time zones, 
beginning in Chicago, Illinois.  
From Illinois it runs east to west 
through Missouri, Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Texas, New Mexico 
and Arizona, and finishes on 
Santa Monica pier, Los Angeles, California. Parts are 
missing today, but almost all of it does still remain in 
one form or another.  It all began with the ordinary 

¯Get Your Kicks on Route 66¯ 
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needs of a growing nation and the vision of one man.  

Cyrus Stevens Avery, the "Father of Route US 66"   

As an advocate of better roads, 
Oklahoma Highway Commissioner 
Avery, was tasked in 1924 with 
developing a new system of 
interstate highways. During 1925 
hundreds of existing routes were 
connected and a uniform 
numbering system was developed.  
East-west roads would have even 
numbers, north-south highways would have odd, and 
more important routes would end in ‘zero’ or ‘one’.  

Avery’s personal 
project of a 
Chicago-to-Los 
Angeles route 
was originally 
given the number 
US 60, but after 
some disputes, by 
1926 his route 

had acquired the now iconic catchy US 66.  Avery 
pushed for the formation of the U.S. Highway 66 
Association to pave and promote the highway but it 
took until 1937 for it to be paved from end-to-end.   

During 1929-39,   
America’s Great  
Depression and 
Dust Bowl, Route 
66 saw thousands of 
families fleeing 
westward from the 
parched lands of 
Oklahoma, Texas 
and Arkansas.  
Immortalising their story in ‘The Grapes of Wrath’, John 
Steinbeck described the route as ‘the mother road, the 
road of flight’. 

Throughout 
World War 
II, military 
convoys of 
men and 
munitions 
kept the 
‘Mother 
Road’ 
humming, 
but there was 

a heavy price to pay in wear and tear.  Washington was 
considering the idea of a wider, faster system to replace 
it: the limited-access interstate.  Today’s Freeways! 

Peace brought a reprieve, an unprecedented tourist 

boom.  Fuelled by Bobby Troupe’s hit ‘Route 66’, 
returning GIs were 
itchy to travel the 
Mother Road.  Traffic 
increased, petrol 
stations, motels and 
small businesses 
multiplied, and an 
explosion of neon soon 
illuminated boulevards 
from Lake Michigan to the Pacific Ocean in an era of 
glitz.  

But the end was not far away.  From the mid-1950s, 
new interstates began to muscle their way across the 
land and the demise of US 66 was seen as inevitable.  

Dozens of towns relying on its traffic were bypassed 
and became ghost 
towns. By the end 
of the 1960s the 
Mother Road had 
essentially ceased to 
function as a 
‘through’ route. In 
1984, the few 

remaining US 66 signs came down. 

But all was not lost!  Although Route 66 today remains 
a discontinuous byway: a wild mix of original roadbed, 
overlapping 
upgrades, interstate 
service roads, and 
abandoned remnants 
- long unbroken 
stretches do still exist.  
For the modern-day 
enthusiast, its 
disjointed nature, its 
twists and turns, make it an exciting challenge and only 
serve to add to its appeal. And the lure of following its 
path across the continent lives on. 

Preservationists, businessmen, associations, bureaucrats 

and we tourists, have secured its place in transportation 

history as ‘the highway that’s the best’ – Route 66. 

Natalie Larner 
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MEDITATION CLASSES 
 

Are you in need of some quiet, relaxing ‘time 
out’? 

Regular meditation can help to relieve stress, 
reduce anxiety and give a feeling of overall 

good health and wellbeing. 
All my classes are held in Sherborne St. 

John; pre booking is essential as spaces are 
limited. 

Please contact Angela on 07375 471766  
or email angela@purereiki.net 

 
 
 

 

mailto:angela@purereiki.net
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N 
WR met recently to talk about 
Easter.  We heard that the date 
for Easter is determined by the 
first full moon after the Vernal 
Equinox which is on 21 

March.  Easter Day is the first Sunday after the full 
moon.  However, the Orthodox Church goes 
by the Julian calendar (we use the Gregorian 
calendar named after Pope Gregory XIII in 
1582) and because of the slight time 
difference in the two calendars, their Easter 
is usually a week later than ours.  Easter also 
has Pagan roots and traditions like eggs and rabbits, 
certainly have pre-Christian origins. 

We then listened to short talks on Easter in Greece, 
Portugal, Romania and Poland.  Greece is Orthodox 
and Easter starts on Holy Thursday when they make 
the Easter brioche called Tscoureki.  This is sweet 
bread braided with three pieces of dough to 
represent the Holy Trinity.  It is served with 
hardboiled eggs which are red in the middle.  These 
represent the rebirth of life and blood of Christ.  
Good Friday is spent decorating the canopy which 
holds the holy icon depicting the burial of Christ. It 
is then paraded around the local town in the evening.  
On Saturday evening is the Resurrection Service 
where incense is burnt.  This is followed by bells 
ringing and feasting on Mageiritsa, a special soup.  
Lamb or goat is then consumed on Easter Sunday. 

Portugal is Catholic and Easter 
is one of the most important events in their calendar.  
On Good Friday meat is not consumed, only fish.  
The local priest will visit people’s homes to bless 
them. It is believed to bring joy and good luck.  Mass 
is held on Easter Sunday after which there is 

feasting, including lamb and braided Brioche 
with eggs called Folar de Pascoa. 

Orthodox Romania celebrates Easter in a 
big way with processions and elaborately 

painted eggs.  The night before Easter Day 
people go to church to light a candle, the flame 

of which they then pass on to others.  This is called 
the Resurrection light and it is shared in order to 
spread throughout the world.  Various enactments of 
the Resurrection take place and there are special 
cakes made such as the Pasca cheesecake made with 
Brioche. 

In Catholic Poland, Easter starts with Palm Sunday 
when dried flowers and willow are taken into church 
to represent the palm leaves associated with Jesus’s 
entry into Jerusalem.  Spring cleaning and painting 
takes place.  Families visit representations of the 
tomb of Christ and food is taken to church, 
including painted eggs.  After the Resurrection Mass, 
families gather for a feast. 

Over tea/coffee it was time for us to feast on Easter 
fare such as Simnel cake, Pasca cheesecake, Easter 
biscuits and chocolate eggs.  Our next meeting is 
about Poland, our theme country.  

National Women's Register 

I 
f you read my last column (!), you’ll know 
I’ve been writing about ‘Our Plan’ for a 
better North East Hampshire recently — 
six priorities to make our constituency an 
even better place to live and work. Among 

these are faster, better, longer trains. So let’s talk about 
trains. 

I remember the old ‘slam door’ British Rail trains and 
I’m pleased that we’ve seen improvements. But we can 
probably agree that, in the past year, this service has 
simply not been good enough. In February this year, 
only 81.2% of South Western Railway’s mainline 
services arrived at their destinations within five minutes 
of the scheduled time – compared to a national average 
of 89.1% - while only 53.9% actually arrived at the 
scheduled time. 

But this isn’t just about South Western Railway. 
Network Rail, which is in public ownership, owns and 
maintains the rail network and infrastructure – and 

many of the delays in the 
figures above will have been 
out of South Western 
Railway’s control, including 
those all too common signal 
failures. That’s why I don’t buy the 
argument that nationalising everything is the solution to 
our problems. 

I’ve made your frustrations clear to both Network Rail 
and South Western Railways, and they have agreed to 
meet you to listen to what you want from your railway. 
The public meeting will take place in Fleet on Thursday 
20th June.  

For more information, please visit my website: ranil.uk 
– or email me: email@ranil.uk – and please sign up to 
attend. It is important that we send a clear message. If 
you can’t make it, or you want to raise something else 
with me, you can always meet me at one of my regular 
‘Tell Ranil’ events. Again, details on my website! 

Ranil Writes  - Faster, better, longer trains 

Page 31 

 

A 
 successful evening was enjoyed 
recently by those who came to the 
Murder in Peking evening. We are 
expecting more events to follow, so 
look out for further details. May 

sees the launch of a new library group, namely 
‘Cuppa and Chat’. This will meet fortnightly on 
the first and third Wednesday of the month, 
between 10.30 – 12.00. You are invited to drop in 
during this time to socialise with others over a 
drink, and possibly to browse at books and 
magazines in the lovely Acorn room. The first 
meetings are scheduled for 1st and 15th May, and it 
would be lovely to see you there. Age Concern Life 
Long learning IT Tuition return from their Easter 
break on 1st May, so you could even combine an 
appointment with them and a social. Appointments 
with Age Concern are bookable through their 
office on: 01256 423874. 

You are also welcome to join or even try out any of 
our regular library groups. The crime reading 
group meets on 16th May, and the general 
reading group on the 25th May, both from 10.30 
– 11.30am. The creative writing group next 
meetings are the 2nd May and the 13th June from 
5.30 – 7pm. Stay and Play for parents and 
preschool children meets on the second and fourth 
Wednesdays at 10am.  

Children’s 
activities also 
follow their usual 
pattern. 
Rhymetimes take 
place every Tuesday, 
with under ones at 
10am and over ones at 11am. 
Craft sessions take place on the first Saturdays of 
the month between 10 and 12, with storytimes on 
all other Saturdays at 10am. Chatterbooks meets on 
16th May from 3.45 – 4.45pm. A new code club 
for beginners commences on 7th May, and places 
are bookable through the library at present.  

We are beginning to recruit volunteers for this 
year’s Summer Reading Challenge, called ‘Space 
Chase’. If you aged over 14 and could spare a few 
hours a week, please to help us please get in touch.  

We hope to see you in the Library soon. 

Cathy Foster 

0300 555 1387 

Chineham Library 

I 
n June last year Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council obtained a 12 month 
court injunction to prevent travellers from 
setting up camp in Bramley, Sherfield 
Silchester, Chineham and the recreation 

ground at Stratfield Turgis. This was one of very few 
injunctions of its type in the UK and has proved very 
successful in reducing tension within the community. It 
also covered fly tipping but not the encampment on 
Cufaude Lane as this pre dates the court order. 

It gives the police the power of immediate arrest for 
anyone in breech of it. 

On April 4th this year the courts extended the order to 
include the town centre and Tadley common, an area of 
26 square miles and also extended the injunction to last 
five years. This is the first injunction of its type in the 

UK and is the result of 
years of hard work by 
councillors and council 
officers. 

I will now be pressing the 
council to provide proper 
provision for travellers in the 
future so that unlawful 
encampments are no longer necessary. 

 

Cllr Nick Robinson. 07585 578295 

Representing Bramley and Sherfield.  

Traveller Injunction Extended 

mailto:email@ranil.uk
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T 
hank you, Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council.   Thank you.  
Thank you. 

There are times when things just fall 
into place.  When  everything works 

out as planned. And when the dropped toast just falls 
butter-side up.  Don’t blink, but this is one of those 
times.  

We now have the lease with the borough for the centre 
building.  The lease itself is a formality, but it allows us 
to proceed knowing exactly what our responsibilities 
and rights are.  And it sets the stage for expanding the 
meeting room space in the centre.  Thank you, 
Basingstoke and Deane. 

Which brings us to the second and third thank you’s.  
The borough has also provided the SPCA with enough 
funds under the Local Infrastructure Fund 
program to change the changing 
rooms.  That is, we are now 
proceeding to change one 
half of the changing 
room area within the 
centre to a new, 
much more useful 
and needed, general 
purpose meeting 
room.  

Construction will 
have started by the 
time you read this and 
will take about 10 weeks.  
DSB Construction of Reading 
will be performing the work under the 
direction of our Contract Administrator Mursell & 
Company of Newbury.  There will undoubtedly be 
some impact on centre operations, but it should be 
minimal and centre staff will work to smooth out any 
rough spots.  DSB Construction will be marking some 
areas off from public access for safety and security 
reasons and we ask that everyone respect those 
limitations. 

When all is done, the SPCA will mark the opening of 
this new space with a dedication event of some sort.  
Details are to be determined, but we will be posting 
updates on Facebook and our webpage.  

We Need Help 

The borough has done its part, but the SPCA must now 
do its. Our lease with the borough must be registered 
with HM Land Registry and while the trustees are, 
without a doubt, kind to animals, wise beyond their 
years and somewhat good looking, we have no idea 

how to register a lease.  
Surely there are at least a 
couple of Sherfield Park residents who have the 
relevant experience.  And all we need is one.  Please 
volunteer to help by contacting us at the telephone 
number or email address below. 

News at the Centre 

The SPCA Trustees want to 
take this opportunity to 
publicly thank Clare 
Mould who, because of 
family commitments, has 
resigned as our Centre 
Manager.  Clare left us at 
the end of March and, of 
course, we wish her well.  The good 

news is that she will still be around volunteering 
at future events. 

Which brings us to Sherfest 
and finding a new Centre 

Manager.  With Sherfest 
rapidly approaching, 
we are putting the 
hunt for a new 
Centre Manager on 
hold.  Louise 
Grainger, who has 

been a trustee for 
nine years and is 

certainly no stranger to 
the Centre, will be working 

with Sarah Bicknell the Centre 
Administrator to help ensure 

everything still runs smoothly. 

A Correction  

A while ago I promised to never make predictions 
again.  Subsequent to that, I realised that the promise 
itself was a prediction.  At first my mind simply boggled 
at this problem, but I have since found the solution.   I 
will simply never again promise to rule anything out. 

 

Stephen Levin 

Vice Chairman 

Sherfield Park Community Association 

01256 883967 

communications@sherfieldparkcomunity.co.uk  

Sherfield Park Matters 
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C 
hineham WI belongs to the Loddon 
Group of WIs, a collection of 14 WIs 
all based in and around Basingstoke.  
The Loddon Group hold an annual 
craft competition in March and I am 

delighted to report that Chineham WI won the Craft 
Cup for the second year running!  Last year we had to 
create a poster highlighting our WIs events throughout 
the previous year.  This year we were set the challenge 
to craft a fairy garden. It was a collaborative task with 
items being created by various members, from a felted 
toadstool house to a tiny chair complete with 
embroidered cushions.  The garden even had fairy 
lights!  Well done to all the members involved. 
We would be delighted to meet you at our Plant and 
Cake stall in Chineham Shopping Centre on Saturday, 
18th May 2019 between 10 am and 2 pm.  We will 
have a variety of home-grown plants and home-made 
cakes available for you to purchase, or just drop by for 
a chat!   We very much appreciate your continued 
support and will use the funds raised from the stall 

within the local 
community.  The stall, 
like the craft 
competition, is another 
team event which 
involves all our 
members and we all 
have fun in the process! 
If you'd like to join Chineham WI (you don't have to 
be "crafty" nor to bake cakes!), you are very welcome 
to come along to our next meeting on Monday, 20th 
May 2019 at Christ Church, Reading Road, Chineham 
(nextdoor to the doctors' surgery) at 7:30 pm.  We 
have introduced a charge of £3 for visitors (about the 
price of a cup of coffee) to help cover the hire of the 
hall and entertainment.  You are sure of a warm 
welcome and a fun evening!  Here's a small sample of 
future events we have planned: Future meetings 
include:  
20 May 2019 Pudding and Pimms evening & AGM 
24 June 2019 The Sewing Room 
22 July 2019 Food Fads to Square Meals 
 

Pam Malcolm, Treasurer, Chineham WI  

WI - Chineham  

 Latest Crime Figures from February 2019 
Please visit www.police.uk/shape/EVhKif/ for more information including outcomes 
for these crimes and contact information for your local policing team. 

H 
ave you been telephoned 
to say there is a problem 
with your computer or 
broadband? 

This is a really clever and 
nasty fraud, fraudsters telephone you to pretend 
there is a problem with software on your 
computer or broadband and state they can fix it 
by remotely connecting to it. They will instruct 
you to download a remote access viewing 
programme and once it’s in place,  they will have 
control of that computer. People have lost their 
life savings in this way, and it’s devastating for 
those who fall victim.  

If you get called in this way, the fraudsters may 
say they are from Microsoft, Talk Talk, Apple, 
BT or another firm. Don’t confirm anything and 
do not start any process. Simply hang up. If you are 
worried that you may have had this experience, we 
would recommend you have an expert look at your 

laptop/computer in case there is still the software on it. 
You can also call us on 101 quoting Operation 
Signature.  

Hampshire Constabulary Crime Prevention Advisor 

Crime Prevention Advice - Telephone Scam 
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West Green Road  
Hartley Wintney  

RG27 8LP 
 

Open June (date varies) to late September for 
Pick Your Own & Picked fruit, vegetables and 

flowers including Strawberries, Tayberries, 
Currants, Gooseberries, Raspberries, New 
Potatoes and Asparagus; local Honey, Free 
Range Eggs and Homemade Jams and Ice 

Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, and to place 
orders or visit  www.westgreenfruits.com 
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D 
uring April, the Volunteers 
carried on dealing with 
the broken branches 
from the damage 
caused by the 
February snow, 

ice and winds.   

Work to refurbish and improve the 
Community (Cricket) pavilion and new 
storage building continues with the aim 
of making them ready by the start of 
the cricket season. 

The area between the Playground and 
Poplar Close, which has a Notice of 
Intent for clearing broken branches and 
damaging undergrowth, was recently 
assessed by parish councillors and 
volunteers and it was agreed to work 
only on the branches which were 
hazardous or impeding the footpaths 
at this time.  The rest will be done 
later on in the summer.  New volunteers 
to assist on the mid-week sessions are 
always welcome.  Please ring John Attwood 881760 if 
you would like to help. 

The Saturday sessions have started with clearing and 

tidying the Car Park area.  Thank you to 
everyone who came on Saturday and 

whose hard work has already made a 
big difference to the beds under the 
noticeboard and in front of the 
hedge.   We will be meeting there 
again on 4th May at 2.00pm and 

welcome anyone who has the time to 
help with this project.  If you would like 

to find out more about these monthly 
sessions and come and help, please 

telephone Pamela Darker, 882334. 

 The  pictures show some of the 
gems on the Village Green which 

are flowering this month.  primroses. 
snakeshead fritillary and cowslips. 

A new Spring Flowers Trail has been 
produced by the Volunteers, 
showing the more common 
varieties.  This is available in House 

Twenty8 and the Parish Council 
website. 

The first moorhen chicks were sighted by the 
ponds early in April. 

Pamela Darker  

Sherfield Village Green Volunteers 

Gardens Open for Charity 

Sherfield-on-Loddon Village 
On the 19th May  

the Village Green Volunteers are organising a charity event to raise funds for  
Oliver Warner. 

5/6 Gardens will be open in the village from 1-5 pm 
Refreshments served at the Community Pavilion, Goddard’s Lane 1- 6 pm 

Entry £5 to collect maps and view all gardens -  payable at the Pavilion  
Sale of Garden Sundries and Plants  

PLEASE COME ALONG AND SUPPORT THE VILLAGE GREEN VOLUNTEERS IN 
RAISING FUNDS FOR OLIVER’S ONGOING TREATMENT 

Oliver was diagnosed with high-risk 
neuroblastoma in the first week of 
2016. Following lengthy treatment 
and despite achieving remission, 
devastatingly Oliver relapsed in 
January 2018.  

He has undergone immunotherapy 

treatment (Hu3f8) in Barcelona and is 
currently free from any active 

disease. His family are now 
desperate to access treatment in 
New York that’s showing promise 

in reducing the likelihood of the 
cancer returning. 
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Percy’s Annual Plant Sale 

Saturday 11th May 2019 at  
Sherfield Village Hall  

10am – 12.30pm 
 

Come along and enjoy the morning.  A wide variety of plants will be 
available ready for your Spring Planting and at very keen prices. 

If you would like to contribute to our sale please bring your plants 
along duly labelled on the day 9am – 9.30am. There will be 
everything from tomatoes, beans, cabbages, courgettes, 

strawberries and bedding plants, perennials, geraniums, pelargoniums 
+ + +.   

Refreshments will be available in the hall. 

A regular local village event held jointly by Sherfield Village Hall, 
Sherfield Gardening Club and St Leonards.   

Further details contact Dan Farrow 01256 882680 

O 
n Monday 20th May our guest 
will be Roger Butler who will tell 
us all about pelargoniums.  

Based in Hampshire, Roger 
is an enthusiastic 

amateur who gives a talk regarding 
pelargoniums, but done his way. 

One of the first things he says is 
“this is my way of doing it. If you 
have a method that works for 
you, continue to use it”. 

Roger’s talk is split into 2 halves. 

The first session covers an 
introduction into the types of 
pelargonium/geraniums 
available – ranging from the 
smallest miniature to largest 
regal. If the season allows, this is 
done with live plant material. Also 
covered is a demonstration of how to 
take a cutting, information regarding 
watering and feeding plus other useful 
tips. 

The second session involves a slide show using a 
power point presentation. Together with colourful 
photographs of the varieties available, there are 

close up images of how to take cuttings and plant 
hanging baskets together with other items of 
interest. 

And finally, just a reminder that it’s Percy’s 
Plant Sale on the 11th May. Please come 

along and buy some plants and we’ll 
still happily take any spare plants 

off your hands if you have them. 

 

Anyone interested in gardening 
will be most welcome to join 
us at the Sherfield Village Hall 
at 7:45pm. 

 

For arrangements contact Dan 
on 882680 or Andy on 882350 

Sherfield and District Gardening Club 

Photo © Roger Butler 

Page 39 

 



Page 40 

 

Puzzle Page 

ACROSS 

7 Rogue can’t hope for memorial (8) 

9 I sat outside when ready (6) 

10 Obese, gobbling seconds? Don’t eat! (4) 

11 Free of suspicion, hence trial collapsed 
(2,3,5) 

12 Sounds like education cut (6) 

14 One likely to lose is urged on anyhow, 

maintaining decorum initially (8) 

15 Bag of cash confused alien (6) 

16 Going up a trail (6) 

19 Limit a large town’s size (8) 

21 Shrink cured loony with drug (6) 

23 Passing on work to representatives (10) 

24 American police hit heavily (4) 

25 Subtle changes creating a stir (6) 

26 Find out one’s caught in port (8) 

DOWN 

1 Money back for a beer that’s off – about 
time (6) 

2 Disease giving a taste of France? (4) 

3 Artist, one into ballet, shows brilliance (8) 

4 Add a couple of pages to conclusion (6) 

5 Loved one is riling Fred unfortunately (10) 

6 Begin attack (3,5) 

8 Strongly attack greeting by solicitor (3,3) 

13 Escort a man around state capital (10) 

15 Bet placed on unfashionable police 
operation (5-3) 

17 Sees runs hit with certainty (8) 

18 Army I’d assembled is countless (6) 

20 One magazine starts to employ sexy 
pictures (6) 

22 Top of column’s black and yellow (6) 

24 Display is partly British owned (4) 

 
Set by Alberich (XC249012) 
www.alberichcrosswords.com 
Solution on p. 44. 
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S 
herfield on Loddon resident and Probus 
Club member, retired RAF Wing 
Commander Bryan Jenkins, gave a 
presentation about the growth of 
the Royal Flying Corps 
during the Great War.  

Military thinking in 1910 was that 
aeroplanes had no potential use in 
war. General Haig thought in 
July 1914 that reconnaissance 
was the cavalry’s role. By 
September this changed when 
basic aerial reconnaissance enabled 
the British Expeditionary Force to win 
a critical battle. 

Aviation had to rethink its design and production. 
There was no domestic production with much reliance 
on French aircraft and engines. 

Failure to fire through the propeller was 
overcome by having the propeller at 
the rear of the pilot. By 1915 the 
German Fokker Eindecker 
monoplane had overcome this 
technicality and had superior aerial 
performance than any British design. 
Manfred von Richthofen flew a Fokker tri-
plane credited with 80 “kills”, becoming known as the 
Red Baron. 

Early aerial battles were not successful.  Our planes 

strafed enemy infantry and 
bombed airfields, factories and 
transportation facilities. Average 

life expectancy of a pilot on 
the Western Front was 

only 23 days, some for only 
three days. Of 10,000 RFC airmen 

who lost their lives, 4,000 died in 
training, 4,000 in post training and 
only 2,000 as a result of enemy 
action. 

Aircraft production increased but 
the front line was always waiting for 

replacements due to insufficient 
engines.  By 1918 there were over 4,000 

planes in storage waiting for an engine. 

In 1914 the Royal Flying Corps had 2,073 personnel. 
By 1919 there were 4,000 combat aircraft and 

114,000 personnel in 150 squadrons. 
Eleven members of the RFC were 

awarded the Victoria Cross. 

The RFC started with very little, poor 
equipment.  At the end they had 

better machines, better engines and 
better pilots than existed anywhere in the 

world. On 1st April 1918 the RFC became the 
Royal  Air Force. 

See www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com  

Probus hears about the RFC & RAF in WW1 

H 
ave you or someone you know 
experienced the breakdown of a 
marriage or significant 
relationship, either recently or 
some time ago? 

In such a break up, people  often experience the pain 
of a bereaved person with sometimes  the addition of 
other  negative emotions such as anger, bitterness, loss 
of confidence etc. 

The Divorce Recovery Workshop is a registered 
charity  and has been running in many locations 
nationally for over 25 years and twice a year in 
Basingstoke for over 20 years. Hundreds of people 
have been helped by attending the six 2 hour sessions 
covering these topics :- 

 Is this really happening to me 

 Coping with your ex spouse. 

 Assuming new responsibilities  

 Family matters 

 Letting go and forgiveness 

 New relationships  

You can go through it or grow through it!  

The next workshop will be held in May  at St Mary's 
church, Eastrop. Our next workshop is being split over 
two weeks .  

 Session 1 on Thursday eve May 16th 

 Sessions 2 and 3 on Saturday May 18th 

 Session 3 on Thursday eve May 23rd 

 Sessions 5 and 6 on Saturday May 25th 

 
For more information go to www.drw.org.uk or 
contact 

 Mary on 01256 334022 / 07974 957433  
email cmaryharris@mypostofice.co.uk or  

Peter on 07753 332622   
email peteranddenise21@yahoo.co.uk 

Divorce Recovery Workshop 

http://www.alberichcrosswords.com
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H 
ampshire County Council is 
rolling out superfast 
broadband across the region. 
It enables people to get 
internet speeds of 24 Megabits 

per second or more – making streaming TV, working 
from home, online banking and shopping, and 
gaming a lot easier – to name just some of the 
benefits.  
It’s now available to Stratfield Turgis & Hartley 
Wespall residents who connect to cabinet 3 
(that’s the one by the old telephone exchange on 
the A33 near the petrol station.)  From previous 
discussions it covers pretty much everyone in 
Stratfield Turgis and quite a few in Hartley 
Wespall. Contact your ISP for more information. 
Use our postcode checker to find out if you can get 
superfast broadband now: 
www.hampshiresuperfastbroadband.com/myparish/ 
Hampshire Superfast 
Broadband Team 

Latest Broadband News 

Page 43 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 
MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 
Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans available. 
1 Seal Road, Basingstoke,  

RG21 7NQ  
Tel: 01256 844663 

www.complete-pestsolutions.com  

Stratfield Turgis 

Spring Walk  

(with Bluebell 

potential) 

Sunday 5th May.  

Meet at the Recreation Ground 

entrance next to the  

Jekyll & Hyde at 11.00am  

All Welcome 

http://www.hampshiresuperfastbroadband.com/myparish/
http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
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Puzzle Solutions  

 
SHERFIELD  

& DISTRICT  

 SHOW 
Flowers, Produce, Crafts, Art & Photos 

Saturday 1 September 2019 
 

 
 

Please get in touch  
E: sherfieldshow@gmail.com 
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YOUR LOCAL TRADE 
PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR 

PLUMBING, HEATING & 
ELECTRICAL NEEDS  
FOR MORE DETAILS 

PLEASE CONTACT US: 
     Tel: 01256 880044   

MOBILE: 07754 554554 
Email: 

admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

mailto:admin@pscservices.co.uk
http://www.pscservices.co.uk
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You can advertise on this page for 
as little as £12.50 and get your 
business in front of over 2000 
homes in the local area.  

In times of economic uncertainty 
it pays to advertise your business and to help 
you The Loddon Valley Link has actually 
reduced the price of its small display ads. 
What better time to see your business here 
(and on the advertisers index and on the 
website)?  
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Advertisers' Index 

  

 
Building Construction and Contractors 

 
P. 

Access4Lofts 7 

Croudace Homes 33 

ITC Roofing 19 

Millbrook 46 

R T Mitchell 25 

Taylor Wimpey 33 

Worting House 35 

Computers  

Andmore Consulting 29 

SoL Computers 45 

Education  

Alton School 7 

Basing Tutors 46 

Willowdene Nursery School 9 

Funerals  

Alexander & Dry 43 

Ashbrook Funerals 39 

Haven Memorials 9 

Jonathan Williams 16 

Spencer & Peyton 9 

Garages  

Beech Hill Garage 37 

Blackbear Land Rover 51 

The Garage at Sherfield 39 

Health, Fitness and Beauty  

D & D Beauty 24 

Gwynne dental 19 

HIPP Pilates 37 

Italdent 45 

Purereiki 29 

S B Physiotherapy 25 

The Salon 7 

Tranquil Health & Beauty 14 

  

Small Ads 50 

  

Home and Garden  P. 

A Sewell 35 

AMS Mayfair 43 

Basingstoke Appliance Services 29 

Basingstoke Gas & Heating 23 

Basingstoke Window Cleaners 46 

Best of Flooring 22 

Bob Berry Fencing 33 

Complete Pest Solutions 43 

Country Framing 10 

Domiciliary Care 46 

Drain & Able 45 

Dudley's Cattery 37 

Fyne Flooring 24 

Garden Machinery Services 46 

GMK Decorators 46 

HGS Sherfield 14 

Horizon 46 

J Cook Landscapes 19 

Molegone 16 

Ovenclean 35 

Roots Landscaping 10 

Legal and Financial Services  

Edmonds Accountancy 17 

Eric Robinson 18 

Simmons & Sons 51 

Wills Chandler 23 

Plumbing  

A W Burt 25 

LFM Plumbing 9 

Niall Catlin 16 

PSC Services 45 

Pubs and Restaurants  

Four Horseshoes 18 

The White Hart 17 

Shops  

The Shop 25 

Wellington Farm Shop 10 

West Green Fruits 35 
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Priest in Charge:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, email  
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Tuesday) 
 
Assistant Priest  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
sc.cedars@greenbee.net  
 
Curate (priest responsible for Bramley and  
Little London):  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  
 
Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 
 
Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
lgoodall.work@gmail.com 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End,  
Sherfield-on-Loddon,  RG27 0JB  

Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Treasurer: Peter Martinson, 01256 760986  
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
Organist: Brian Archer 01256 882099 
 

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
 

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

 
Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453 
rosyhannah@hotmail.com 

Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and 

Bramley - Church Officers 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles  

Tel. 01256 880559 
  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month 
Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. Requests 

are dealt with in order.  
Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 

Editor for the June edition -  Simon Boase 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 16th May 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee 
Chairman: Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379 
dgdawson@sky.com 
Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 
Jane Abrams  Deputy Chair and Editor:  
01256 881188 jabrams2226@gmail.com 
Simon Boase Editor and CTO 
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com 
Howard Perkins Editor 
01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 
Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 
Rev. Stephen Ball 
Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 

LynGiugovaz@gmail.com 

Claire Osborne 01256 324458  
guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk 
Brian Archer 01256 882099 
brianarcher@btinternet.com 
Carl Lesh 07863 656604  
carl.lesh@sky.com 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link 
Management Committee cannot be held 

responsible for the reliability or quality of any 
goods, work or services  

in this publication or on our website. 

Loddon Valley Link  
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Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 

881066  
882426 
07733 322457 
07585 578295 
882096 
882534 
465214 
882334  
07775 674869 
07554 430995 
07785 580456 
882798 
882798 
880903 
07867 547696 
882350  
882534 
882106 
101 
101 
880075 
882210 
882687 
423855 
882605 
882680 
882350  
883967  
07421704209 
880075 
 
07468 427684 
07940 212441 
07585 578295  
842662 
881760 
881021 
07771 727547 
0118 933 2106  
882351 
 
882334 
07796 045944 
882453 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments 
Basingstoke Gazette  
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr 
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr 
Brownies 
Breach Lane Chapel 
Catholic Church 
Clift Surgery Patient Group 
Cricket Club (Sherfield) 
Cricket Club (ST & HW) 
 
Evergreens                    
Football (Junior)              
Happy Faces Playgroup 
Loddon Players 
Loddon Quilters 
Lunch Club  
NWR   
Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk  
Police - Sherfield Park 
Poppies 
Post Office 
Rainbows 
Sherfield Community Care Grp  
Sherfield on Loddon Fete 
Sherfield & District Gardening Club 
 
Sherfield Park Community Centre 
Sherfield Park Parish Council 
Sherfield & District Show 
Sherfield Village Hall  
 Caretaker/Bookings 
 Management Committee 
 Trustee   
Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 
Sherfield Village Green Volunteers 
Short Mat Bowls 
Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
Stratfield Saye Village Hall 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting 
Toddler Group 0-5s  
Tree Wardens 
  
Whist Drive  
 

Bob Weller  
Chris Horton 
Venetia Rowland 
Nick Robinson 
Liz Hawkins 
Geoff Belsham                            
Fr. Chris Rutledge 
John Darker 
Steve Dummer  
Steve Clarke (Chm) 
Martin Turvey (Contact) 
Jean Berntsen 
Fred Berntsen  
Viv Allway and Alison Smith 
Peter Francis  
Jacky Morgan     
Helen Belsham                           
Gill Fearon 
PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 
PCSO Krystof Nadvornik 
Natalie Larner 
 
Pam Luck 
Basingstoke NeighbourCare 
Bruce Batting 
Dan Farrow  
Andy Morgan  
Louise Grainger  
Steve Vaux 
Natalie Larner                                  
 
Wendy Gosden 
Ivan Gosden 
Nick Robinson  
Karen Ross 
John Attwood 
Norman Stanley 
Louise Webb 
Linda Bishop 
Sheila Campbell (Chair) 
TBC                           
John Darker 
Cllr Diana Effiong 
Virgilius Vickers  
                      
 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
mailto:lgoodall.work@gmail.com
mailto:rosyhannah@hotmail.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:brianarcher@btinternet.com
mailto:carl.lesh@sky.com
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced 
lady who cleans every corner. Ironing also available. References. Tel 07933 316989. 
mariacleaning@live.co.uk 

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, 
payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, re
-wires, lights etc.  No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, jce.morris@outlook.com   

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden 
maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 0784 230 3366 . E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com 

QUALIFIED PROFESSIONAL CARE Care and assistance in your own home. Kind, 
patient mature lady. DBS Certified and Public Liability Insurance. Full references available. 
Jess Abbott 07720 435294. 

PIANO LESSONS  Qualified and experienced teacher has vacancies for pupils, all ages, all 
stages.  Tel 01256 460344. 

INDEPENDENT LOCAL CLEANER, Trustworthy, Honest, Excellent service, Excellent 

rates. 07407543891.          

ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 words. Anything from lost cats to small services. 

Just drop an email to:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

  

 
Fri 3 May, 7.45pm 

Philharmonia Orchestra 

The Anvil celebrates its 25th anniversary with a very special concert which 
sees cellist of the moment Sheku Kanneh-Mason (right) join the orchestra 
for Elgar’s Cello Concerto, and includes in it programme the premiere of a 
new piece by Samantha Fernando. 

TICKETS: £48, £44, £36, £30, £20; Under 25s and f/t students £11  

TICKET PRICES INCLUDE £3 BOOKING FEE 

The Anvil 25th Birthday Gala 
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mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:jce.morris@outlook.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
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