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Welcome to the May issue of the Loddon 
Valley Link.  

Our cover photograph (taken by Karen 
West) and feature concerns the 
presentation of the Certificate in Church 
Music to Andrew Doggart at a recent church 
service. This is a major achievement which 
involved several years of hard work. Full 
details on p. 30.  

For the first time we are including a Puzzle 
Page - a cryptic crossword this month. Let 
us know what you think - whether this is a 
worthwhile addition, and in particular, 
whether it is too hard or too easy. 

This month has seen the departure of 
Candice Wright, who has done sterling work 
running Sherfield Park Community Centre 
over the last few years. SPCC is now 
looking for a new manager - if you want to 
get more involved in the local community 
they would love to hear from you. See p. 41 
for details.  

Meanwhile Sherfield-on-Loddon and 
Sherfield Park Parish Councils both have  
vacancies for councillors - another great 
way to get involved. 

Other news from Sherfield-on-Loddon 
Parish Council includes early warning of an 
event taking place in November to 
commemorate the end of WWI. Other 
events of interest around the parishes are 
the Sherfield Fete on 9th June (p. 29) and 
the Hartley Wespall Open Gardens Day on 
24th June (p. 23). Events at Sherfield 
Village Hall include their AGM and a Royal 
Wedding Party, while Sherfield Park 
Community Centre has an open air cinema 
evening.   

In the Borough Councillor's piece Venetia 
Rowland updates us on recent and future 
developments within Basingstoke & Deane. 

The local National Trust 
property, The Vyne, has 
been undergoing extensive 
work to replace the roof. On 
p. 31 there is an article on 
the project as well as some 
historical background.  

Finally former Sherfield resident Abigail 
Burkett, who is now running a family centre  
in Botswana, has supplied an interesting 
account of their recent drive for blood 
donations as a result of the shortage of 
blood in Botswana (p. 33). 

Send pictures, or any other comments or 
questions, to editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  
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Services May 2018 

Friday 11th May   

4.15pm Messy Church Sherfield Park           
Community Centre     

Sunday 13th May  Easter 7 

10.00am Holy Communion & 
Sunday Club 

St Leonard’s Sherfield  

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

Sunday 20th May  Pentecost 

10.00am Holy Communion &     
Sunday Club  

St Leonard’s Sherfield      

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

8.00am Holy Communion                 Little London 

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

10.30am Morning Worship St James Bramley                

Sunday 6th May  Easter 6 

10.00am Morning Worship       St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye  

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine                    Cross House Bramley 

10.30am Matins                 St James Bramley                

Thurs 10th May   Ascension Day  

10.00am Holy Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield 
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Children are welcome at all our services. Services in italics are particularly geared 
to children and families. 

Sunday 27th May  Trinity Sunday 

8.30am Holy Communion St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

10.00am Together in Worship  St Leonard’s Sherfield      

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine St James Bramley                

10.30am Holy Communion                 St James Bramley                

Sunday 3rd June  Trinity 1 

10.00am Holy Communion       St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye  

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine                    Cross House Bramley 

10.30am Holy Communion               St James Bramley                

   

   Parish Registers 
 

 

 

Thanksgiving and Blessing 

 

 Matilda Rose Sleeman 18 March 2018 Sherfield  

 

Funeral 

 

 Malcolm Naysmith  16 April 2018 Sherfield (at Crematorium)  
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Catholic Services 

 

St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, 
Basingstoke. 

Parish Office Open:  

Tues to Friday  
9.30 am-1.00 pm Tel.465214. 
 

Sunday Mass 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm  

Breach Lane Chapel 

Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534/07519 708416 

Transport is available for all events  

May 2018 

Tuesday 1
st 7.30pm Church Members’ meeting 

Friday 4
th 10.30am Open Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 6
th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Sunday 13
th 10.30am Family Worship led by Graham Locke 

Thursday 17
th 10.30am Open Morning at the Chapel 

Saturday 19
th 2pm Disabled Christian Fellowship at St Andrew’s Meth-

odist Church – “Spring Walk” 

Sunday 20
th 10.30am Anniversary of the Chapel Re-opening in 1980 - 

Family Worship led by Neil Owen including Holy 
Communion 

  12.30pm Anniversary Meal 

Sunday 27
th 10.30am Family Worship 

  6pm Contemporary Worship at St Andrew’s Methodist 
Church 
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Dear Friends 

First of all, thank you for all of your 
thoughtful comments regarding these 
letters. It is always helpful to have 
feedback. This month I have been thinking 
about the part that we all play in our world 
and how important the contribution of each 
individual can be. As I look around the 
world today, particularly at the political 
arena, it is clear to me that some people 
have an over-inflated sense of their 
importance, so much so that it appears to 
damage the very institution that they are 
supposed to be serving. In the worst 
instances whole countries are held under 
tyrannical rule. Thankfully, many people 
have a very healthy understanding of their 
importance in the world and are amazing 
contributors. It always interests me, 
however, that a huge number of people, 
who do lots of good things, are unaware of 
just how significant their roles are and how 
important they are to the life and health of 
the world. 

If you are reading this and are already 
thinking, “Well, I do contribute to my local 
community in very small ways, but how 
does that impact on the world we live in?”  
I wonder whether you have ever thought of 
yourself in terms of being a gift to the 
world? The reality is that in anything good 
we do we are offering ourselves as a 
resource. It may be in the role of being 
mother, father or grandparent; it may be in 
the role of carer, teacher, local councillor, or 
volunteer but whatever role or roles you 
have it is important to see that you are a 
resource in those situations. To press this 
further, being a resource means that we are 
contributing to the life and health of either 
our families, friends or community. To the 
extent that we contribute to their health we 
improve the general health of the larger 
society we live in and, ultimately, the world.  

Most people, I suspect, would not see what 
they are doing at a family and a local level 
as having that kind of significance. I want to 
encourage you to see the reality and truth in 

this and to believe that 
every contribution, no 
matter how small, makes 
a difference.  

Jesus is a good example 
of someone who made a 
huge difference to the destiny of 
humankind. Note: I am not talking about  
religion, rather, the simple, faithful life of 
Jesus. Jesus came into this world in one 
place, at one time, with one task. God could 
have done something a lot bigger on a 
global scale but He chose to do something 
that would give us an example of how to 
live and work effectively as agents of God’s 
love. In doing this He entrusted His work 
first to a few people and then to many, 
including us.  

I would like to invite you to think about the 
roles that you are involved in and just 
imagine that you are holding them in your 
hands. Look at them and realise just how 
precious and important they are.  Now 
imagine that you are offering them to God 
or the community or the wider world. If you 
are a person who prays you might also 
want to put that into words. It might also be 
helpful to you, depending on the kind of 
person you are, to just write a little note and 
put it in a prominent place. The note may 
say something like, “everything I do today 
that is good is a gift to (God and) the world.”  
If you need it, you might also want to add, “I 
am a gift to the world.”   

Every blessing 

Stephen 07943 014277 
sb113lb@gmail.com (day off having fun, 
Tuesday) 

Minister’s Letter 

mailto:sb113lb@gmail.com


Page 8 

The greatest commandment 

“…an expert in the law, tested Jesus with 
this question: ‘Teacher, which is the 
greatest commandment in the Law?’ 

Jesus replied: ‘“Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.” This is the first 
and greatest commandment.  And the 
second is like it: “Love your neighbour as 
yourself.” All the Law and the Prophets 
hang on these two commandments.’ 

Prayer for the month 

Loving God, thank you for sending Jesus 
to demonstrate your love for us in word 
and action. Thank you that, through faith 
in you, your generous love expressed in 
word and action inspires so much that is 
kind and healing in our world. Help us to 
see ourselves as agents of that love as 
we give ourselves as a resource to grow 
community, reduce poverty and bring 
justice and mercy to our world. Amen. 

Prayer points for May 

Loving God, we pray for your blessing 
upon our communities in Sherfield and 
throughout Hampshire, that people may 
grow in your love and experience peace, 
prosperity, health and happiness. We 
pray for our homes, our places of work 
and for all the activities that take place 

within our communities. 

Loving God, we pray for all who suffer, 
that you will bring comfort, wholeness 
and peace of mind.  Bless those who 
care for them and may we recognise our 
part in the answer to our own prayers as 
we bring our love, friendship and support 
to those in need. 

We pray for all who grieve the loss of 
loved ones, whether recently or in the 
past, and we pray for your comfort and 
peace. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

Prayer Page 

Sherfield Allotment Association held a 
skittles evening at the Four Horseshoes 
at the end of March to mark the 
beginning of the growing season. 

Lorna Ball was the worthy winner of the 
skittles knockout competition and Jan 
and the team prepared a delicious 
supper. 

Cllr Venetia Rowland was given a vote of 

thanks for all 
the support she 
has given the 
Association. 
Venetia 
responded by commending the great 
community spirit amongst the allotment 
holders. 

Sherfield Allotment Association  
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This Spring offers us a little sadness 
along with the promise of things to come. 
Candice Wright has served as our Centre 
Manager for over seven years. She has 
not only run the centre building, 
organised events and been the 
welcoming face of the Sherfield Park 
Community Association (SPCA), she has 
also played a big role in turning a set of 
new homes into a real community. And 
she has done all of this extremely well. 
But Candice has 
now accepted a 
new opportunity 
elsewhere; we can 
only thank her for 
all that she has 
done for Sherfield 
Park and wish her 
the very best.  

Candice’s new opportunity has created a 
vacancy we must fill. The SPCA is 
looking for a new Centre Manager. So, if 
you are interested or know someone who 

might be, please 
look over the 
details on our web 
page or Facebook 
page or call the Centre at 01256 883967 
for more information. 

Spring is here and summer is coming and 
so is Sherfest. So put 14 July on your 
calendar. It will be a great day for the 
entire family. We will be putting out more 
details in the upcoming months, but you 
can count on music, food and drink and a 
good time to share with neighbours. 

Finally I’d like to personally thank all of 
you who attended our Open House/ 
Annual General Meeting on 18 March. 
The SPCA exists to serve our community 
and it is through your feedback and 
involvement that we can better meet that 
goal. I got a chance to talk to (and just as 
importantly listen to) a number of you and 
we will be reaching out to the community 
more often as the year goes on.  

Feel free to let us know what you think we 
should be doing that we are not doing. Or 
what we are doing but not doing well. Or 
doing what we shouldn’t be doing.  

Call us at the number above, email us at 
the address below, or better yet, join us at 
our monthly meetings...the last 
Wednesday every month at the centre at 
7:30pm. I hope to see you then. 

Stephen Levin 

Chairman 

Sherfield Park Community Association 

communications@sherfieldpark 
comunity.co.uk 

Sherfield Park Matters 

mailto:communications@sherfieldparkcomunity.co.uk
mailto:communications@sherfieldparkcomunity.co.uk
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Whilst Bramley and Sherfield on Loddon 
are not involved in Borough council 
elections this year there are other parts of 
the borough that are - such as Chineham 
and Old Basing to name but two.  And, 
next year 2019, there will be “All Out” 
elections due to the boundary review 
taking place - to find out more go to 
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/electoral-
review. 

So I hope you don’t mind me taking time 
out to just highlight a few things that the 
council has done over the past few years. 
I am not saying everything is perfect, far 
from it, but I think a reflection on what has 
been achieved is worth it. 

The council tax has been kept down 
without cutting services. Since 2010 the 
average council tax payer is about £15 a 
year better off under this current 
conservative council than if council tax 
had kept pace with inflation, which still 
means that Basingstoke & Deane 
Borough Council (B&DBC) has the 
seventh lowest council tax in the country 
but one of the highest spends per capita.  
We listened to residents, keeping weekly 
bin collections and putting in place green 
space policies to protect and enhance the 
environmental quality of where we live. 

There is always news on what companies 
might be downsizing or leaving 
Basingstoke but there are also new jobs 
coming to the borough. Did you know we 
have one of the lowest unemployment 
rates in the south of England?  
Basingstoke continues to attract £millions 
of investment in new business space on 
Basing View, with new employers arriving 
and existing ones being retained. 
Basingstoke's new remote test bed for 
the 5G communications 
telecommunications system, the world’s 
first, is an important investment in new 
smart technology and will make 
Basingstoke a “tech hub” for future 
development. 

Talking of 
development, housing 
is an ongoing issue on 
many fronts, with the 
£1.3bn. Manydown 
project becoming a 
reality, an application now coming 
forward, and the borough appointing a 
development partner who shares a vision 
not just of building houses but of places 
where people will really want to live.  
Innovative programmes in Basingstoke 
and Deane have been implemented; 
these have reduced homelessness, 
compared with other places where it has 
increased. This is a significant 
achievement.  In addition there is the 
regeneration of the Leisure Park, which 
will double the size of the existing activity 
area with new attractions, a new 
Aquadrome and a new designer outlet 
centre that will make Basingstoke a 
regional destination of choice. 

This borough is now ranked as one of the 
best places in the country to live. We 
have a top 20 shopping centre in Festival 
Place, and the largest combined John 
Lewis/Waitrose in the country. We are a 
top ten tech hub, were even voted the 
Thames Valley Town of the Year, and we 
have our own gin distillery!  So whilst we 
may not all be complete satisfied with the 
state of the roads and there is much to do 
on health and education, on reflection we 
do still have a lot to celebrate. 

Venetia Rowland 

 
I am contactable by email 
Cllr.Venetia.Rowland@basingstoke.gov.uk or 
visit my Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/ 
BramleyandSherfield/  
 

Borough Councillor's Report 
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Friday 11th May 2018 

Theme - Messy Weddings! 

All welcome!   
4.15pm start, singing, dancing and parable then lots of fun craft 

followed by a tasty meal, finishing at 5.45pm  

PLEASE NOTE - IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU BOOK 

in order for us to plan catering and avoid wastage 

(and please advise of any food allergies).   

For more information and to book, please contact : 

Rosy Staines - rosyhannah@hotmail.com 

or on Facebook: messychurchsol 

https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/electoral-review
https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/electoral-review
mailto:Cllr.Venetia.Rowland@basingstoke.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/BramleyandSherfield/
https://www.facebook.com/BramleyandSherfield/
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Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

   Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website: www.molegone.co.uk 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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Meeting dates 
The next meetings of the Full Parish 
Council will be on Tuesday 
8th May 2018 and 12th June at 7.30 pm 
in the Liddell Hall. 
 
Annual Parish Meeting 
The Annual Parish Meeting is the 
meeting of residents of the parish.  It will 
be held at 7.30 pm on Friday 27th April 
2018 in the Village Hall. There will be 
representatives of local groups 
speaking, with drinks and nibbles served 
afterwards. 
 
Dog issues 
Dog mess is a constant hazard, not just 
on the Village Green but on pavements 
around the village. Please, please clear 
up after the dogs you are walking - you 
are responsible for this. The Parish 
Council has installed dog bag 
dispensers but has noticed that the bags 
are rapidly disappearing. These were 
installed at considerable expense for 
emergency use, not as a cheaper 
alternative for householders. Please act 
responsibly; take your own bags and 
pick up your dog mess. 
 
Clerk 
As you may be aware Catherine Ryle 
left the employment of the Parish 
Council at the end of February. The 
Parish Council would like to thank her 
for her contribution.  It now welcomes 
back as Clerk Karen Ross. Karen has 
been a Parish Clerk for 17 years and 
brings a great deal of experience. We 
wish her well in her new role. The 
contacts for the Parish Council remain 
the same. 
 
Councillor Vacancy 
The Parish Council has a vacancy for a 
Parish Councillor. To find out more 
about what the role involves or how to 
apply please feel free to contact the 
Clerk. 
 

Events 
The Parish Council is 
pleased to announce that 
it will be supporting two 
community events, one in 
the summer on the Village Green and 
one in November in commemoration of 
WWI. This will include a beacon of light, 
a bugler at 6.55pm, a bonfire at 7pm, 
and the church bells at 7.05 pm ringing 
out for peace. More details about these 
events will be advertised nearer the 
event time 
 
Village Green  
The Village Green is our “jewel in the 
crown” and the Parish Council is fortunate 
to be able to call on the Village Green 
Volunteers (VGV) who give up a huge 
amount of their time to undertake 
maintenance tasks on the Green. It may 
interest residents to know that this work is 
fully authorised and documented within the 
minutes of the Village Green and Leisure 
Facilities Committee (VGLF), available at 
http://www.sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk/
Council/Meetings_2018.aspx. The VGV is 
represented on this committee. The work 
the VGV undertakes is initially proposed in 
consultation with The Hampshire and Isle of 
Wight Wildlife Trust (HIWWT) and when 
tree work is to be undertaken a Notice of 
Intent is submitted on each occasion to 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council. If 
any resident would like further information 
on works planned or undertaken please 
contact Cllr John Attwood, Chair of the 
Village Green and Leisure Facilities 
Committee, or Pamela Darker of the VGV. 
 
Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council  
PO Box 6862, Basingstoke RG24 4QZ    
Telephone: 01256 842662 
Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 
 

Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 
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More information available from www.police.uk/shape/EVhKif/  

Latest Crime Figures (February 2018) 

Action Fraud has received reports that 
people selling items on online marketplace 
websites are falling victim to fraud by bogus 
buyers. 

How does the fraud take place? 

Typically, the bogus buyers contact the 
seller wanting to purchase the item for sale 
and advise they will be sending the 
requested amount via PayPal or other 
electronic method. The seller then receives 
a fake, but official looking email stating they 
have been paid more than the asking price 
and to send the difference back to the 
buyer’s bank account. In fact no money has 
ever been sent to the seller; the bogus 
buyer has spoofed an email and pretends to 
be an online payment company. Any online 
sale can be targeted but those selling sofas, 
large furniture and homeware are 
particularly vulnerable. 

How to protect yourself: 

Don’t assume an email or phone call is 
authentic. Use a trusted payment method 
online, such as Paypal, and refuse unusual 
requests for payment like bank transfers. 

Don’t be rushed into making a decision. 
Always verify that you have received 
payment before completing the sale. 

Listen to your instincts - criminals will try 
and make unusual behaviour, like 
overpaying, seem like a genuine mistake. 

Visit Take Five (takefive-
stopfraud.org.uk/advice/) and Cyber Aware 
(cyberaware.gov.uk) for more information 
about how to protect yourself online, or 
@HCCyberProtect on Twitter. If you have 
been affected by this, or any other type of 
fraud, report it to Action Fraud by visiting 
www.actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 
0300 123 2040. 

Warning from Hampshire Constabulary 

http://www.sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk/Council/Meetings_2018.aspx
http://www.sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk/Council/Meetings_2018.aspx
mailto:clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk
https://www.police.uk/shape/EVhKif/
takefive-stopfraud.org.uk/advice/
takefive-stopfraud.org.uk/advice/
cyberaware.gov.uk
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk
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A warm welcome awaits you at this traditional village pub  

Quiz nights, live music events and much much more 

Skittle Alley/Function Room available to hire 

Follow our Facebook page (thefourhorseshoessol) for all the 

info 

The Four Horseshoes 
Old Reading Road 

Sherfield on Loddon 

RG27 0EX 
Tel: 01256 882296 

Email: info@the4horsehsoes.co.uk 
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Sherfield Village Hall Matters 

At the heart of our community for over 100 years 

Reg. Charity No. 272385 

 

Annual General Meeting 
Open Invitation 

  
7.30pm Monday 14

th
 May in the Main Hall 
  

You are invited to the AGM to: 
  

 View the building improvement plans 

 Learn about the amazing facilities available to you 

 Meet the Trustees 

 Give us your views on the Village Hall 

Royal Wedding 
Indoor Street Party 

 
Saturday 19

th
 May 

from 11am 
 

Watch it on the big screen 
Munch your lunch hamper 
Toast the couple from the bar 
Celebrate with friends and neighbours  

NEWS 
  

Management Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

  
Approved minutes available on the Village 
Hall website and Village Hall Noticeboards 

from 16
th
 May 2018 
 

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

Free, Friendly and Fattening! 
  

Coffee and Cake in 
the Village Hall 

  
Saturday 12

th
 May 

11.45am 
   

EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

To Hire the 
Village Hall 

admin@sherfield 
villagehall.co.uk 

   
07468  
427684  
 
Follow us on Facebook 
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THE FRIENDS OF HARTLEY WESPALL 

 

OPEN GARDEN DAY IN THE 
VILLAGE 

 
SUNDAY 24TH JUNE 

2pm -  5.30pm 

 

START AT TOPFORD FARM ROTHERWICK 
LANE (collect a map and a ticket) 

 £5 FOR NINE GARDENS OR £1 PER GARDEN 

TEAS AVAILABLE AT THE MILL IN MILL LANE 

 
For further information please call Angy on 01256 882738  

 

https://www.facebook.com/sherfieldonloddon.villagehall
http://www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
mailto:admin@sherfield%20villagehall.co.uk
mailto:admin@sherfield%20villagehall.co.uk
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Jenny Carter will tell the story of Robert 
Pim Butchart to members of the 
Sherfield on Loddon gardening club on 
Monday 21

st
 May.  

Butchart developed a quarry and built a 
cement plant on Vancouver Island after 
moving from Ontario to British Columbia 
in 1904.  

The cement plant satisfied demand for 
Portland cement from nearby Victoria to 

San Francisco but the industrialist 
had a softer side.  

His wife, Jennie, became the 
company’s chemist while the 
couple grew sweet peas and rose 
bushes in the family garden.  

Jenny’s talk about ‘Canada, Alaska 
and The Butchart Gardens’ will 
delve into the plant life and natural 

beauty of the Rockies and the Great 
White North, so it should be a must for 
gardeners.  

Anyone interested in gardening will be 
most welcome to join us at the Sherfield 
Village Hall at 7:45pm.  

For arrangements contact Dan on 
882680 or Andy on 882350. 

Sherfield and District Gardening Club 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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There was a special event 
at St Leonard's Church on 
8th April - the presentation 
of the Archbishops' 
Certificate in Church Music 
to Andrew Doggart, who is 
one of the benefice 
organists and also a 
Licensed Lay Minister.  

The Guild of Church Music 
was founded in 1888. The first patrons were 
Archbishop Frederick Temple and Sir 
George Elvey, organist of St George’s 
Chapel, Windsor. The current patrons are 
The Most Revd. and Rt. Hon the Lord 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and His 
Eminence the Cardinal Archbishop of 
Westminster 

The Guild is a fellowship of those who 
desire to offer the best in music to the 
service of the Church, both amateur and 
professional musicians being unified in a 
common ideal. Membership is open to all 
members of the Christian Church.  

The Guild administers examinations in 
church music at various levels, from a 
Preliminary Certificate through to the 
Fellowship of the Guild, which is a Masters' 
level qualification. The Archbishops’ 
Certificate in Church Music (ACertCM) sits 
below the Fellowship. Study for the 
ACertCM is open to all involved in Christian 
worship as singers (choral or soloists), choir 
directors, organists, players of other types 
of instruments, and indeed to anyone who 
simply has a keen interest in church music. 
It is a significant academic qualification 
awarded jointly by the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and Westminster  to those who 
are successful in The Guild’s examination. 
It requires extensive study of church music 
and liturgy, and special work in the form of 
portfolios.  

Topics for study within the ACertCM include 
a history of liturgy within the Church and a 
study of the various strands of church 
music; several extended essays, music 
practicals, and an examination are also 
included. 

The examiners noted that Andrew was a 
competent and secure candidate, who 
spoke particularly well, and in some detail in 
the viva voce examination, on the use of 
psalms in worship. Also noted was 
Andrew’s ability to comment on the words 
of hymns and the suitability of tunes for 
them. The Chairman of the Academic Board 
remarked that it was clear that Andrew 
plays a vital part in the life of the benefice 
and that he well deserves this recognition of 
his scholarship by the award of The 
Archbishops’ Certificate. 
 
The award was presented by the General 
Secretary of the Guild, Dr Michael Walsh, 
following a speech by Registrar Mrs June 
Williams which detailed Andrew's 
achievements.  

Andrew's presentation featured in an article 
in 'Laudate', the magazine of the Guild of 
Church Musicians. It is reproduced here by 
permission of the  Editor. 

"April 8th was a special day for Guild 
member, Andrew Doggart.  Andrew was 
successful in his ACertCM examination but, 
unfortunately, could not attend The Guild’s 
Presentation Day at Southwark 
Metropolitan Cathedral last November.  
Instead, The Guild took the presentation to 
Andrew and he received his Certificate from 
The Registrar and General Secretary at the 
end of Morning Prayer, surrounded by his 
friends in the beautiful historic church of St. 
Leonard, Sherfield on Loddon, in North 
Hampshire. 

"An unusual feature of the occasion was 
that Andrew was preaching.  He is a 
Reader at St. Leonard’s and the Incumbent, 
The Reverend Stephen Ball, saw no reason 
to change the rota.  Andrew gave a very 
scholarly sermon on the Third Letter of 
John, setting the obvious disputes within 
the Early Church into historical context, yet 
giving everyone a message to remember. 

"After the service the congregation went 
into the new church hall for refreshments 
and delicious cake." 
 

Cover Feature: Musical Milestone 
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The history of this local Tudor Palace, 
(situated south of Bramley) and its much 
publicised roof project were the subject of a 
talk given by Chris Burrows of the 
Basingstoke Archaeology Society to the 
Probus Club of Basingstoke 
(https://probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com/) 

Built originally in 1268 the building was 
added to over the years. Sir William 
Sandys, Lord Chamberlain to King Henry 
VIII, developed the property into a Tudor 
palace, and had the honour and great cost 
of being a recipient of the King Henry VIII 
and Queen Anne Boleyn’s “progress” in 
1535. Many portraits of the Tudor period 
can be seen today in the Oak Gallery. It is 
thought that a possible reason for the house 
being named The Vyne was the sixteenth 
century acquisition of a terracotta plaque of 
the Roman Emperor Probus (no connection 
to the Probus Club), who introduced wine 
making into England. The plaque can still 
be seen in the Stone Gallery. 

Chaloner 
Chute, a 
lawyer and 
politician, 
bought the 
Tudor palace 
in 1653 and 
demolished it 
in 1665, 
rebuilding in 
the Palladium 
style. In 1767 
John Chute 
began further 
modernisation. 
The Chute 
family 
continued to own The Vyne, with most male 
descendants named Chaloner, and was 
lived in until 1939. During WWII it housed a 
prep school. In 1956 Sir Charles Chute left 
the property to the National Trust. 

The current project to replace the roof 
started in 2014 and is just coming to an 
end. With a building this old there was 
always plenty of remedial work needed to 
keep the fabric secure but over the years of 

patching up the extensive roof it was 
decided that the complete removal and 
replacement with modern standards of 
insulation was the best course of action. It 
has involved the erection of a cover over 
the whole building, including a lift for 
materials and passengers. Some chimneys 
were taken down so that a walkway could 
be constructed around the complex for the 

use of just under 150,000 visitors. The last 
visitors were on 28 February 2018 when the 
walkway was removed so that the original 
chimneys could be rebuilt. 

Pre Tudor timber roofing was discovered, 
including the use of part of a staircase 
which proved that recycling was in vogue 
hundreds of years ago. The lead from the 
gullies has been reformed and reused and 
new parapets and finials been carved. Lime 
mortar has been used throughout the 
restoration as it will match the original 
construction. Special provision has been 
made for the bats so that they can continue 
to occupy parts of the roof. 

70,000 handmade tiles have been used of 
which nearly 13,000 were bought by visitors 
in the “Tagatile” scheme allowing personal 
messages to be written and raising £64,000 
toward the cost of this project of 
£5,400,000. 

It will take three months to remove the roof 
covering and 41 miles of scaffolding to 
reveal the highly skilled workmanship to the 
rest of the world.  

Taste of The Vyne 

https://probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com/
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Sherfield School, 

Sherfield-on-
Loddon 

Hook, 

Hampshire 

RG27 0HU 

Private View  

27th April 2018 
6pm-7pm 

Exhibition 

27th April—15th 
June 

Figure & Flow 

Page 33 

News from Botswana 

Former local resident Abigail Burkett, now 
running a family centre in Botswana, 
discusses their recent drive for blood 
donations 

Even before we 
opened, hosting a 
blood drive was 
high on our list of 
things we could do 
that would make a 
huge difference. 
Currently the 
National Blood 
Donation Centre 
has a 50% shortfall 
in their annual 
collection needs, it 

is a matter of urgency that as many people 
as possible regularly give blood and we 
were determined to offer another place for 
people to do it.  

Once we had our date, we advertised on 
Facebook, sent out messages and emails 
and did all that we could to ensure as high 
an attendance as possible. However, there 
was one thing we couldn’t plan for…the 
weather. The week of our blood drive it 
rained. For those of you not living in 
Botswana, people here love the rain in the 
sense that we don’t get very much of it and 
so it is a wonderful thing - rain in Setswana 
is Pula which means blessing. However, 
because we don’t get that much of it, 
people don’t want to go out in it when it 
does come. We anticipated a much 
reduced turnout. (In fact by the end of the 
day we had learned that we needed more 
beds and more staff! we had 3 beds and a 
team of 4 staff and it wasn’t enough.) By 
just before 10am the 3 beds were set up 
and our first donors (my sister Phillida and 
I) had passed all the questions, had blood 
pressure checked and were ready to give 
blood. Just for a little back story - I am not 
good with blood. In fact, that is a slight 
understatement. I have had to walk out of a 
first aid training for a breath of fresh air 
because they were talking about blood. My 

son fell off a bike putting his tooth through 
his lip and it was my husband who had to 
cuddle and comfort him. Then at the 
hospital it was me the Doctor asked to lie 
down on the bed while my son stoically sat 
in the chair! However, even with my rather 
strong dislike of blood, I am able to give 
blood. Because actually, you don’t have to 
see it if you don’t want to! I looked the other 
way and they covered the donation bag 
with a sheet of paper and it was absolutely 
fine. And we had a steady stream of willing 
volunteers all day – over 45 people braved 
the rain and came to see if they could 
donate.   

We are actually thinking of renaming it 
‘catch up with long lost friends’ day 
because almost every single wonderful 
person that came through the door met 
someone they hadn’t seen in a long time. 
There was the best, most positive vibe in 
the place - as my sister said, it was festive. 
(For those of you who, like me, mistakenly 
thinking Festive only applies to Christmas, 
no no no! Out here, festive is any time that 
you are celebrating or partying…really any 
type of gathering with more than 3 people 
with a lot of chat, smiles and positive 
energy could be termed ‘festive’)  

So why should we give blood? 

- there is a huge shortfall and if any of my 
loved ones needed a transfusion, I would 
like to know there would be blood there for 
them  

- it doesn’t actually take that long - I think 
the actual process of taking my blood was 
less than 10 minutes  

- for the unselfishly selfish reason - 
bragging rights! You have done something 
awesome and each donation of blood can 
be used for up to 3 lives. In 10 minutes I 
may have saved someone’s life - that is an 
incredible feeling! 

- it is a great way to get a health check. 
Once they have collected your donation, 
they test it at the centre and in 2 weeks you 
can go in and check the results 

The Honeycomb Hub: Saving a life...or 3 
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Details of all our events and booking information on our  

website wwww.sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk  

SHERFIELD PARK COMMUNITY CENTRE  

SAVE THE DATE 
 

SHERFEST 2018 
 

Saturday 14th July  
12pm - 8pm 

 
A fun packed community festival suitable for the whole family 

OPEN AIR CINEMA 

Saturday 12th May 7-11pm 

 

‘BACK TO THE FUTURE’ 

Tickets on sale now! 

 
Event Schedule: 

 7pm - 8.30pm Bouncy castles and games 

 7pm - 9pm bar, hot dogs, popcorn, sweets 

 9pm - 11pm FILM (rated PG) 

 
Tickets & Info 

 £6 per adult £4 per child 5s & under FREE 

 U16s must be accompanied by an adult 

 Small charge for Bouncy Castles 

 Tickets MUST be bought in advance 

 You will need to show your ticket to gain entry 

 Bring blankets/camp chairs to sit on and wrap up warm! 

admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk  

wwww.sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk
mailto:admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk
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NWR’s theme country this year is Romania. 
Our Romanian evening started with some 
delicious Romanian food and we even 
found some Romanian wine!   

The country has a growing successful 
economy and one of its main industries is 
electronics including mobile technology.  It 
is also known for textiles and footwear, 
mining (there are considerable gold 
reserves), timber and construction 
materials. Romania has many prominent 
scientists and mathematicians, and has 
achieved many innovations such as the 
fountain pen in 1827 and public electric 
street lighting in 1889.  

Romania has a chequered history as a 
result of its position in the middle of 
southern Europe. It has suffered invasions 
from the Greeks, Romans, Turks and 
Hungarians; more recently it was dominated 
by the Eastern Bloc. Now independent, it 
joined the EU in 2007. 

Romania is the 12th largest country in 
Europe. It is halfway between the Equator 
and the North Pole and about halfway 
between the eastern and western 
extremities of Europe. It is bordered by 
Ukraine, Moldova, Bulgaria, Serbia and 
Hungary and has a lovely coastline along 
the Black Sea which runs for 152 miles and 
is popular for holidays. It has a very wide 
temperature range - from –29C to 29C. Its 
natural landscape is roughly divided into 

thirds between mountains, 
the plains and the hills.  
The mountains are the Eastern, Western 
and Southern Carpathians, the latter also 
known as the Transylvanian Alps.  Its 
highest point is Moldoveanu Peak which 
stands at over 8,000 feet. The main river is 
the Danube (Europe’s 2nd longest) which 
runs for 668 miles, almost 40% of its entire 
length, and is important for transport and 
hydroelectric power. The capital, Bucharest, 
is a successful city which is growing rapidly 
and one of the most dense cities of Europe, 
being the 6th largest. The official language 
is Romanian, spoken by 89%. Around 7% 
speak Hungarian and 1.5% German. It is a 
secular state, but the majority of people are 
Christian.   

We heard about the various successful 
Romanian women including Nadia 
Comaneci, the famous gymnast who scored 
a perfect 10 at the 1976 Olympics in 
Montreal, and won 9 medals over the 
course of her career. The evening was 
concluded by looking at a member’s large 
collection of beautifully embroidered 
traditional costumes, hats, mats, towels and 
rugs and there were many books and 
pictures. A very interesting evening! 

Our next meeting is also about Romania - a 
talk by a retired paediatrician about an 
orphanage trust.  

Gill Fearon 

National Women's Register  

At our last meeting Mr Billy Clayton 
entertained us with music from the ‘60s and 
‘70s on his guitar and electronic backing. 
He told us stories of the stars that he had 
worked with - among them Cliff Richard, 
Marty Wilde, Johnny and the Pirates etc.  
Billy encouraged us to join in and sing along 
to such songs as Bachelor Boy, Save the 
Last Dance for Me, Yellow River, Summer 
Holiday etc., and to get up and dance, 
which a few of us did!  

Members were informed that our outing on 
the 4

th
 July would be a Mystery Tour and 

we would be asking the 
Evergreens, members of St 
Leonard’s congregation, 
Bramley and Romans Floral Society and 
villagers to join us, to share the grant that 
we obtained from the Loddon Valley Link 

Next meeting: Wednesday 2nd May 2018 
Sherfield Village Hall at 2 pm. Annual 
meeting and resolution.  Members please 
try to attend  

To find out more about us go to our web 
site – http://hampshirewi.org.uk/wi-page/
sherfield-on-loddon-wi/ 

Women’s Institute 

http://hampshirewi.org.uk/wi-page/sherfield-on-loddon-wi/
http://hampshirewi.org.uk/wi-page/sherfield-on-loddon-wi/
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Mr Joseph Dauncey 1888. 

“A number of villagers including Rev. W 
Lysaght rector of St Leonards, Rev. and 
Mrs Barker Mr Tubb and Mr Mitchell met for 
the purpose of presenting a testimonial to 
Mr Joseph Dauncey, late head gardener of 
J. Bramstone Stane Esq.* Many who had 
known Mr Dauncey for years past took this 
opportunity of subscribing to the testimonial 
fund, the result being a very handsome 
silver English lever watch (semi-hunter) and 
gold-guard. 

Rev W. Lysaght as chairman made the 
presentation. He said ‘I am sure you will all 
agree with me that we are assembled here 
to wish Godspeed to our kind friends who 
for the past nineteen years have resided 
among us. During the year the parish has 
lost true and valuable friends. I did hope 
that with all the changes Mr and Mrs 
Dauncey would remain with us (cheers) but 
I am sure they will carry away with them the 
hearty good wishes of everyone’. Turning to 
Mr and Mrs Dauncey he continued ‘I thank 
you for the most kind, cordial and valuable 
assistance which you have at all times 
rendered the good and welfare of Sherfield 
on Loddon (cheers) I have much pleasure 
in offering on behalf of friends of Sherfield a 
trifling memento of our sincere regard and 
esteem. Mr Dauncey then advanced and 
received the testimonial amid loud cheers. 
In response he thanked the rector for the 
very kind remarks and to the whole of the 
subscribers he begged to covey his most 
sincere thanks for the very handsome 
present. He had no thought of being the 
recipient of such a splendid gift. During the 
past nineteen years he had endeavoured to 
serve his employer and had taken pleasure 
in many happy gatherings in this room. He 
again thanked the subscribers, remarking 
that their kindness would remain fresh in his 
memory the whole of his life. He felt greatly 
indebted to Mr and Mrs Barker and the 
rector for their repeated kindness to him.  

Mr Barker then rose and stated that he 

considered after twenty-five years all 
Sherfield as friends and acquaintances. Mr 
Dauncey had mixed up in many affairs 
during his time as rector and he thanked 
him for all the assistance he had rendered. 
Mr Dauncey had been a regular teacher in 
the night school and an influential member 
of the church choir, which at that time 
numbered over forty; he could not help but 
sing their praises for the genial atmosphere 
they had breathed over this parish. He 
regretted his son Mr F.G. Barker could not 
be present as he had met Mr Dauncey 
many times on the cricket field where they 
had many a good game and had desired to 
express very good wishes for Mr and Mrs 
Dauncey’s welfare. Mr Barker concluded by 
wishing Godspeed to our friends who are 
about to leave us and then Mr Mitchell 
remarked that during the time he had lived 
in Sherfield he had never heard anyone say 
a single word detrimental to Mr Dauncey. 
With Mr Barker’s usual generosity, the 
company were regaled with cake and wine 
(good old port) and after repeated cheers 
and musical honours, the company sang 
‘Auld Lang Syne’ and dispersed.” 

*J Bramston Stane was Lord of the Manor 
and built and owned Buckfield House (now 
Sherfield School) (Ed.) 

Mr H.E. Raynbird 1905 

“At Old Basing schoolroom on Tuesday, Mr 
H.E. Raynbird, who recently relinquished 
his post of steward of Lord Bolton’s 
Hackwood Estate after acting in that 
capacity for fifty years, was the recipient of 
valuable testimonials of the esteem in 
which he has been held by the tenants and 
workmen who have been associated with 
him. The Rev. A.G. Barker who made the 
presentation on behalf of the tenants said ‘I 
only wish that there had been a station at 
Old Basing as advocated by Mr Raynbird 
as then I should have been a little sooner 
and not detained you as I regret I did. It was 
with the greatest pleasure that I accepted 
the invitation to take a prominent part in this 

Sherfield Characters in the time of Rev. Barker 

Continuing our series articles about the Barker family in Victorian times  
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presentation and represent the tenants of 
Hackwood and other estates of Lord Bolton. 
I happen to rent a bit of the poorest land on 
Lord Bolton’s estate called Whitmarsh 
which will not fatten a cow hardly (laughter). 
I have been chosen to represent you 
because I have had such a long friendship 
with Mr Raynbird. I can go back 65 years 
when Mr Raynbird and I were boys 
together. We have played hundreds of 
cricket matches together. We used to call 
him ‘Stonewall Raynbird’. Nobody could get 
him out and he irritated most people against 
whom he was playing but he was the best 
man always on our side (applause).  I look 
back with pleasure to the friendship and 
intimacy that I have had with Mr Raynbird in 
business matters. I occasionally consulted 
him and he was always willing to give 
advice on farming and we all know that he 
is a great authority on these matters. He 
was never unwilling to help me out of any 
farming difficulties I might have got into.' 

Mr Barker then presented a service of Plate 
consisting of a teapot, sugar basin, cream 

jug and tray of the Queen Anne pattern; 
also a set of cutlery in a mahogany case, a 
dinner service, a gong and a very 
handsome standard lamp. ‘I am sure Mr 
and Mrs Raynbird if you wish to have your 
friends recalled to your memory, when you 
get up in the morning, this teapot and basin 
will remind you of your friends and likewise 
with these dishes when you sit down to 
dinner. I wish you good luck and a  more 
happy years in which to enjoy your 
peaceable retirement after your arduous 
duties of so many years’ (applause). 

Later as the meeting was breaking up, Mr 
Barker threw out this challenge to Mr 
Raynbird, ‘Do you think you and I could 
arrange a single wicket competition for later 
in the season, upon condition that I get 
somebody to field for me and somebody to 
bowl for me?’ Mr Raynbird was amused by 
the proposal but did not say whether he 
would accept it or not.”        

John Darker 

.  

 
Faye Sibley is donating 12 inches of her hair for the manufacturing of a wig 

for children suffering with hair loss due to cancer and alopecia. 

 

Where? Stratfield Saye Village Hall 

When? 5
th
 May at 1pm     

Haircut at 2.30pm 

 

Refreshments and a tombola will be available. 

 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/fayesibley 

http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/fayesibley
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Are you passionate about people and community minded? do you live 
locally?  

Sherfield Park Community Association (SPCA), a registered charity, has an 
opportunity for a Community Centre Development Manager at its thriving and vibrant 
Community Centre. The Centre is the focal point of the community, offering a variety 
of activities seven days a week, with rooms also available to hire for private parties 
and meetings. 

This is a varied role and no two days are ever the same. Responsibilities include:  

 leading and motivating Centre employees and volunteers 

 fundraising and event planning  

 developing partnerships with community organisations, businesses and local 
services  

 financial and facilities management 

 marketing and promotion 

 health and safety coordination 

Excellent communication and inter-personal skills are a must, as is the ability to work 
as part of a team or on your own initiative. You will be a confident, highly organised, 
self-starter, ideally from a community background and preferably with sales or 
business development experience too.  

Interested? Then please contact SPCA on 01256 883967 or via email to request an 
application form and job description. Please forward completed application forms and 
CV with a covering letter, clearly demonstrating how your skills and experience align 
with the role, to  

communications@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

Job Opportunity 
 

COMMUNITY CENTRE DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
Salary range £22,000 - £26,000 per annum, depending on experience/

pro-rata for part time 
(Full Time 37.5 hours / Part Time 30 hours) 

mailto:communications@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk
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Meeting dates 

The next  meetings of the Parish Council 
will be held on 9th May 8 and 13th June 
2018. All meetings start at 7.30pm and 
are held in the Community Centre. 

Annual Parish Meeting 

This is a meeting where the Parish 
Council invite parishioners to hear  
reports on their activities during the year. 
It will be held on Friday 11th May 2018 at 
7.30pm in the Community Centre. 
Refreshments will be available 
afterwards. 

Clerk 

The Parish Council has said goodbye to 
its clerk Stephanie Fryer, and would like 
to thank Stephanie for her hard work 
whilst in post. The Council would also like 
to welcome Steve Vaux to the role and 

wish him well. 

Parish Office 

Planning permission has now been 
received so the office should be in situ 
within the next few months.  

Councillor vacancy 

There is a vacancy for a Parish 
Councillor. If you would like to find out 
what is involved or how to apply please 
contact the clerk. The email address is 
clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Parish Calendar 

The Parish Council will be producing a 
calendar so if you have any landscape 
photos of the parish that you are happy to 
be used please email them to the Clerk 

Sherfield Park Parish Council 

The next Saturday Session will be on 
Saturday 12 May.  The list of tasks is 
growing as quickly as the plants and 
weeds, and every volunteer’s help will 
make a big difference to the appearance 
of and access to the Village Green.   

We will meet at the War Memorial at 
2pm.  It is advisable to wear protective 
clothing, heavy gloves and if you have 
them, please bring secateurs and rakes.  
We will provide bags and tea, coffee and 
biscuits.   

If you would like more information, please 
ring John Darker 882334. 

 
Pamela Darker  

 

Sherfield on Loddon Village Green Volunteers  
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West Green Road, Hartley Wintney 
RG27 8LP 

Open June (date varies) to late 
September for Pick Your Own & 

Picked fruit, vegetables and flowers 
including Strawberries, Tayberries, 

Currants, Gooseberries, Raspberries, 
New Potatoes and Asparagus; local 

Honey, Free Range Eggs and 
Homemade Jams and Ice Creams 

 
CALL 01252 845772  

from May 1st for information, and to 
place orders or visit  

www.westgreenfruits.com 

mailto:clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk
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   PILATES  
 

Clift Meadow Pavilion 
Minchens Lane, Bramley. RG26 5BH 

Tuesday Evenings  8-9pm MIXED 
GROUP - New Beginners Session 

Thursday Evenings  7-8pm MEN ONLY 

Friday Daytime 1.30-2.30pm MIXED 
GROUP 

Contact Jo (07557) 412400 to book your 
place 

£5 per session (payable in 6 weekly 
blocks)  

To benefit your back, improve your 
posture, and  condition your whole body 

whilst relaxing and stretching 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiBoIrf3aXRAhVL1BoKHbUgAVkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.innerpowerpilates.co.uk/category/pilates/&psig=AFQjCNEw8tbZMsFvdDZ9baFPNhBpcreRJw&ust=1483524136443476
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We have some more events for your 
diaries. ‘Beyond Narnia’ is on 14th June at 
7.30pm and will include readings from the 
works of C.S. Lewis. Tickets costing £5 per 
head can be booked through the library.  

The annual Summer Reading Challenge 
starts in July. Please consider whether you 
could assist with this if you are aged 14 
plus, and could offer even one slot a week 
to work with the local children.  

All the regular activities take place as usual 
with rhymetimes on Tuesday, for under 
ones at 10am and over ones at 11am. 
There are craft sessions to drop in to 
between 10 and 12 on Saturdays 5th May 
and 2nd June. Storytimes are at 10am on 
all other Saturdays, except Elmer Day on 
the 26th May.  These sessions will include 
stories AND crafts. On Saturday afternoons 
there is Lego to play with at Construction 
Club between 2pm and 3.30pm. The 
CHIPPS reading group will meet on the 9th 
May and the 13th at 10am, and 

Chatterbooks for junior school children will 
take place on the 10th May and the 14th 
June from 3.45 to 4.45pm. For further 
information about these and these and the 
next Coding Club please contact the 
Library.  

Our regular groups will meet as usual with 
Crime Reading group on the 12th May and 
the 9th June, and the Saturday Reading 
Group on the 26th May and the 30th June. 
All these meetings start at 10.30am. The 
Writing Group will meet on the 3rd and 31st 
May from 5.30 to 7pm and anyone with an 
interest in creative writing would be very 
welcome to join. 

Age Concern provide IT training for the over 
50s on Wednesday mornings from 10am, 
with sessions bookable through their office 
on 01256 423874. 

We hope to see you in the library soon. 
Please see social media for the latest 
information, or ask the staff. 

Cathy Foster 

Chineham Library 

        0300 555 1387 

 @chinehamlibrary 
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ACROSS 
1 City of ancestral suffering (9) 
6 Evasive about son being comfortable (4) 
9 Sue assumes two fellows in charge to be 
enough (7) 
10 Disrupted most of literary film preview 
(7) 
11 Blades appearing when people have a 
row (4) 
12 Note lack of talk about one displaying 
toughness (10) 
14 B in test characteristic of a certain group 
(6) 
15 Calming drug is vet’s idea possibly (8) 
18 Reliable-sounding Scottish city (8) 
19 They work with a tool (6) 
22 Applaud – yes, one goes wild, see 
(4,4,2) 
24 Encourage some of our generation (4) 
26 A complex plot’s beginning to engross 
Peter perhaps (7) 
 
 

ACROSS (con) 
27 Loose rocks by 
church make an 
unpleasant 
sound (7) 
28 Advance payment 
for poet first off (4) 
29 Former Blue Peter 
presenter wearing 
vest? (9) 
 
DOWN 
1 Stick it to the end, 
leaving after the 
others (4,3) 
2 Tent fire destroyed 
one Egyptian queen 
(9) 
3 A family related by 
blood (4) 
4 Two letters read 
aloud in tent (6) 
5 Crooked Eritrean 
lawyer may ask for 
one (8) 
6 Generous cleaner’s 

given one board (10) 
7 Ring lost in bar or beauty parlour (5) 
8 Country producing oil we hear (6) 
13 Middle name put first in place for 
telephone 
operators (4,6) 
16 I close home – that’s serious (2,7) 
17 E.g. insert mobile numbers (8) 
18 For example, American backed Charles 
(4,2) 
20 Chap is to walk with female (7) 
21 Relative keeps us in money (6) 
23 Decorate for a party with sailors (5) 
25 Exam offers alternative to a student (4) 
 
Set by Alberich 
www.alberichcrosswords.com 
 
Solution on p. 52 

Puzzle Page 

XC248101 
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www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

    A friendly, cosy pub restaurant on the A33 between Basingstoke and Reading 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 
MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 

Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans available. 

1 Seal Road, Basingstoke,  
RG21 7NQ  

Tel: 01256 844663 

Happy Faces Play group 
Sherfield-on-Loddon 

“Bring your happy face to our happy 
place” 

A small, friendly playgroup for  
children aged 2 years 6 mths to school age 

Flexible Sessions 
including all day 

 

 

 

 

Further information:  

01256 880903 

Prospectus/application form:  

07791 141176 

happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk 
www.happy-faces-playgroup.co.uk 

Est. 1982. Charity No. 1029688 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Stop Smoking Weight Loss 

Stress Management Anxiety 

Depression Self Esteem / Confidence 

Phobias        IBS 

Public Speaking ….   and more 

Noleen Hornby 
Hypnotherapist APHP accredited 

Reg. Nurse 
NLP Practitioner & Life Coach 

Please contact me on: 
07793 050047 

www.personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net 

 

www.complete-pestsolutions.com  

http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
mailto:happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.happyfacesplaygroup.co.uk
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Solution to Crossword on p. 48 

in association with the Basingstoke Railway 
Social Club Station Approach, Basingstoke RG21 

5NB presents 

The Robin Bibi Band 

Saturday 19th May 

Robin is a talented musician who creates a great 
rapport with his audience playing Blues, Funk, 
Rock, Reggae and Jazz, all rolled together into 
his own unique style. He is liable to move your 
head, your heart and of course your feet, so 
don’t miss this fantastic event! 

All welcome - 8pm till late. £8 on the door. 
Licensed bar and low prices. 

Profits to Brain Tumour Research – Charity 
number 1153487. 

Future dates:  Saturday 16th June - The 
Producers 

For further details please contact Rex on 01256 
321837 / mobile 07979 422590 or see our 

Facebook page –  

The change of name is due to the club's 
move from Aldworth School to the Everest 
Community Academy. The club is a 
friendly, sociable non-league badminton 
club with a wide range of age, abilities and 
styles.  

As long as you are 18+, have played 
badminton before, even if it was when you 
were younger, you'll fit right in. The 
essence of the club is to play Badminton 
in a friendly environment for exercise, and 
pleasure.  

The club meets at Everest Health and 
Leisure Club, Everest Community 
Academy, Oxford Way, RG24 9UP, on 
Thursday evenings 20:00 - 22:00. 

If you would like to find out more and join 
the club please visit our website: 
www.basingstokeracketeers.co.uk 

The Aldworth 8:30 Badminton Club is 
now the Basingstoke Racketeers 
Badminton Club  
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YOUR LOCAL TRADE PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, HEATING & 

ELECTRICAL NEEDS  

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT US: 
     Tel: 01256 880044   MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

 PLUMBING & HEATING SPECIALIST 

 Bathrooms & shower installations 

 Solar thermal installations and energy-friendly controls 

 Gas Safe and Oftec registered for peace of mind with 
gas and oil installations 

29164 

Serving the local community for 30 years 

Telephone: 01256 882309 

Email: adrian@awburt.com 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

http://www.basingstokeracketeers.co.uk
mailto:admin@pscservices.co.uk
http://www.pscservices.co.uk
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. 
Friendly, experienced lady who cleans every corner. Ironing also 
available. References. Tel 07933 316989. mariacleaning@live.co.uk 

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, 
arrears, claims, payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation 
free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail david-hitchins@msn.com 

LOCAL INDEPENDENT CLEANER Honest and trustworthy. Excellent 
service. Excellent references. Excellent rates. Tel 07407543891  

DOMICILIARY CARER Mature female; DBS Certified; Public Liability 
Insurance. Patient and kind, offering personal care and assistance to 
the elderly in their own home. References available. Michelle 07776 
255688. 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work 
undertaken, alterations, re-wires, lights etc.  No job too small. Contact 
John on 07831 155782, jce.morris@outlook.com `  

JEKYLL & HYDE Recruiting lovely people now! We need part-time 
staff for restaurant, bar and kitchen work. We hire for attitude and train 
for skills. Jekyll and Hyde Pub, Turgis Green. Drop in or call 01256 
882442 

GUITAR TUITION Teacher with 37 years' experience in the 
Basingstoke Area.  Electric, acoustic and classical guitars covered; 
very competitive rates; very patient teacher; relaxed atmosphere. Call 
Graham on 079084224 

QUALIFIED PROFESSIONAL CARE and assistance in your own 
home. Kind and patient mature lady .DSB Certified and Public Liability 
Insurance. Full references available. Jessie Abbott 07720 435294 

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, 
garden maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 07713 470223. E-mail 
rdam549@googlemail.com 

JUST IRONING AND CLEANING Reliable, trustworthy and efficient 
cleaning and or ironing service. References available on request. 
Contact Suzy on 07880727610 

CLASSIC TREE SERVICES All tree work, hedges, stump grinding and 
fencing undertaken. Fully insured , no obligation quotation. Contact 
0118 3434491/07733 267673, classictreeservices@gmail.com or find 
us on Facebook.  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
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881066  
882426 
07733 322457 
07585 578295 
882096 
882534 
465214 
882334  
07775 674869 
07554 430995 
07785 580456 
882798 
882798 
880903 
07867 547696 
882350  
 
882534 
882106 
101 
101 
880075 
882210 
882687 
423855 
882605 
882680 
882350  
883967  
07919 990908 
880075 
 
07468 427684 
07940 212441 
07585 578295  
842662 
881760 
881021 
 
0118 933 2379 
0118 933 2106  
882351 
 
882334 
07796 045944 
882334 
882453 
880727 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments 
Basingstoke Gazette  
Borough Council  
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr 
Brownies 
Breach Lane Chapel 
Catholic Church 
Clift Surgery Patient Group 
Cricket Club (Sherfield) 
Cricket Club (ST & HW) 
 
Evergreens                    
Football (Junior)              
Happy Faces Playgroup 
Loddon Players 
Loddon Quilters 
Loddon Valley Link 
Lunch Club  
NWR   
Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk  
Police - Sherfield Park 
Poppies 
Post Office 
Rainbows 
Sherfield Community Care Grp  
Sherfield on Loddon Fete 
Sherfield & District Gardening Club 
 
Sherfield Park Community Centre 
Sherfield Park Parish Council 
Sherfield & District Show 
Sherfield Village Hall  
 Caretaker/Bookings 
 Management Committee 
 Trustee   
Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 
Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Green 
Short Mat Bowls 
St. Leonard’s Church                             
Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
Stratfield Saye Village Hall 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting 
Toddler Group 0-5s  
Tree Wardens 
  
Village Green Volunteers 
Whist Drive  
Women’s Institute 
 

Bob Weller  
Chris Horton 
Venetia Rowland 
Nick Robinson 
Liz Hawkins 
Geoff Belsham                            
Fr. Chris Rutledge 
John Darker 
Steve Dummer  
Steve Clarke (Chm) 
Martin Turvey (Contact) 
Jean Berntsen 
Fred Berntsen  
Viv Allway and Alison Smith 
Peter Francis  
Jacky Morgan     
(See back pages)  
Helen Belsham                           
Gill Fearon 
PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 
PCSO Krystof Nadvornik 
Natalie Larner 
 
Pam Luck 
Basingstoke NeighbourCare 
Bruce Batting 
Dan Farrow  
Andy Morgan  
 
Joyce Bowyer 
Natalie Larner                                  
 
Wendy Gosden 
Ivan Gosden 
Nick Robinson  
Karen Ross 
John Attwood 
Norman Stanley 
See inside back page 
Penny Mayo 
Linda Bishop 
Sheila Campbell (Chair) 
TBC                           
John Darker 
Cllr Diana Effiong 
John Darker 
Virgilius Vickers  
Christine Skillett                                                                
 

mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:jce.morris@outlook.com
Tel:07880727610
mailto:classictreeservices@gmail.com
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Loddon Valley Link Management  

Editor for the June edition -  Jane Abrams 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 16th May 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee  

Chairman: Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379 
(dgdawson@sky.com) 
Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 
Jane Abrams  Deputy Chair and Editor:  
01256 881188 (jabrams2226@gmail.com) 
Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 (pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk) 
Rev. Stephen Ball 
Howard Perkins  01256 883882 
(perkinsthekeep@gmail.com) 
Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
(LynGiugovaz@gmail.com) 
Claire Osborne 01256 324458 
(guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk) 
Simon Boase  01256 881250 
(sibo999@gmail.com) 
Brian Archer 01256 882099 
(brianarcher@btinternet.com) 

 

Benefice of Sherfield-on-Loddon and 
Stratfield Saye with Hartley Wespall 
Church Officers 

Priest in Charge:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, temporary email 
sb113lb@gmail.com) 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Tuesday) 
 
Assistant Priests  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
(sc.cedars@greenbee.net)  
Rev. Ken Batt 01256 351592 
Kenneth.batt@btinternet.com 
 
Curate (priest responsible for Bramley and  
Little London:  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  
 
 

Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 
John Williams 01256 882705 
 
Church Admin:  
Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
(lgoodall.work@gmail.com) 

 
St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, 
Sherfield-on-Loddon,  RG27 0JB  

Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Churchwarden: Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Treasurer: Dan Farrow 01256 882680 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
Organist: Brian Archer 01256 882099 

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Churchwarden: Dr. John Williams 01256 882705  
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link Management 
Committee cannot be held responsible for the 

reliability or quality of any goods, work or services  
in this publication. 

The Loddon Valley Link is printed on recycled 
paper 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles Tel. 01256 880559 

 advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month 

Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. 
Requests are dealt with in order.  

Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 
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