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D 
ear Friends  

As I write this we are approaching 
Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday, the 

beginning of Lent.  It’s interesting that, despite 
some people’s disinterest in religious practices 
generally, they still take the opportunity of giving 
up something for Lent; maybe alcohol or smoking 
and very often chocolate.  It would be interesting 
to examine this further as a way into 
understanding the human psyche, but that is not 
for now.  Suffice it to say that Lent is seen as a 
season of fasting and giving up things.  For the 
Church it is a little more than that.  It is a time of 
reflection and, if appropriate, penitence.  In this 
self-examination we look at how we are as human 
beings before God, reflect on how we have done 
in being faithful to him and to his call on our 
lives.  Very often we find that there are things that 
need to change in order for us to 
become more like Jesus.  In this case 
we are not supposed to beat ourselves 
up about that, just ask for and receive 
his forgiveness and then consider how 
we will live differently in the 
future.  Then we are supposed to just get on and 
live it out.  I once read something written by 
Brother Roger of the Taizé Community, which 
said, “Lent is the season in which we celebrate 
God’s forgiveness”.  For me this is the positive 
antidote to a sometimes rather glum view of 
Lent’s purpose. 
 
The truth is, I don’t think I’ve ever given up 
anything for Lent.  I prefer to take something up 
in order to both improve my spiritual wellbeing 
and/or the lives of the people around me.  I have 
always felt it to be more of a positive act and in 
line with the teachings of Jesus.  I was wondering 
what I should take up this Lent.   
 
As I consider the current situation and as I listen 
to the news, I am aware that we have a tendency 
to gravitate more towards the negative than the 
positive.  Of course, there is a great deal of 
positivity and that needs to be celebrated.  I do, 
however, often find the news and social media 
quite depressing.  I know we have to listen to and 
get the information we need but I have taken to 
missing the news on my day off.  In every aspect 

of life it seems that the negative 
is more newsworthy than the 
positive.  It is, therefore, great that 
in this very challenging lockdown 
period, newscasters have made 
an effort to share good news 
stories as well.   
 
Whilst being realistic about the importance of 
paying attention to all aspects of news and social 
media communication, especially for me, I plan to 
increase my focus, be spiritually and emotionally 
fed by as many positive stories as I can and to take 
as much opportunity as I am able to participate in 
positive action for the common good.  That is my 
commitment for Lent.  I wonder what yours 
might be?   
 
In the Bible, Jesus, in describing one of the 

aspects of his ministry, (John 10 7-10), 
says this “The thief comes only to steal and to 
kill and to destroy; I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the full.”  This could 
easily be applied to our daily 

lives.  Negative influences in our world could 
easily be seen as stealing our inner contentment 
and peace, or at least some of our 
wellbeing.  Jesus’s overall desire for us is that we 
will have life in all its fullness.  Placing our trust in 
him enables us to find peace and joy even in the 
midst of adverse circumstances.  This is often best 
achieved in partnership and fellowship with other 
followers of Jesus, namely, the Church.  They can 
help us towards a realistic understanding of ‘inner 
peace’.  On the prayer page I will put a prayer that 
will enable you to begin or continue this journey. 
 
Every blessing for a productive Lent. 
Stephen 

Email vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 

07943014277  

Minister’s Letter 

Improve my 
spiritual 

wellbeing 
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The Loddon Valley Link is compiled and edited entirely by volunteers who live in the local community and take 
part in its activities. It is normally hand distributed by volunteer neighbours to over 2,000 houses across the 
parishes of Sherfield on Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Turgis. It is 
available online at loddonvalleylink.org.uk. We return any profits to the community in the form of grants, which 
amounted to nearly £4,000 last year. 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link aims to provide accurate information but the Management Committee cannot accept any liability in 
respect of errors or omissions. Any opinions expressed in articles are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Loddon Valley 
Link Management Committee. The Committee cannot be held responsible for the reliability or quality of any goods, work or services in this 
publication or on our website. The Editor's decision as to the inclusion and content of articles is final. If inaccurate, misleading or otherwise 
inappropriate information is brought to our attention, we will make every reasonable effort to correct or remove it as soon as possible.  

W 
elcome to the March edition of the 
Loddon Valley Link. It’s our second 
lockdown edition of the third 

lockdown due to Covid. Just writing that makes 
me realise what strange times we are in. Hopefully 
by the time you read this we will have a clearer 
view of what the rest of the year holds. Of 
immediate interest is Vernal equinox on Saturday 
20 March heralding spring. However life goes on 
and we have another packed edition with what’s 
happening locally, even if most of it is online. 

We at the Loddon Valley Link are looking for 
some help. We need another editor to help share 
the load. It’s fun getting involved with the local 
community and being part of a team. Please let us 
know if you’re interested, We’re always looking to 
enhance the magazine and particularly from a 
digital aspect. If you think you can help with this 
we’re looking for a digital marketeer too. Full 
support and training available. 

This month features the Royal British Legion 
getting an image revamp across the centre pages.  

If you need a pick me up then we have a bit of 
loveliness on p31 

Lent church services are obviously difficult this 
year but St Leonards has come up with an 
innovative approach on p6. 

Our County councillor provides an update on p37. 

Basingstoke Shed are trying to attract members on 
p 28. 

Our cover photo this month is looking forward to 
spring  in the meadow behind Bow Drive from 
Gillian Barlin. Wouldn’t it be a shame if such 
meadows were lost to development. Keep your 
photos coming in. 

We’ve got most of the usual reports from the 

parishes too. 

Let us have your 
feedback on the 
magazine by contacting 
the editor at: 

editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk, and remember 
that you can support the Loddon Valley Link at 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/ 
causes/loddonvalleylink/. 
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Wednesday  3rd 
March   

10.00am Lent Communion Online 

Sunday 7th March  Lent 3 

10.00am Holy Communion Online 

6.30pm Evensong Online 

Wednesday 10th 
March   

10.00am Lent Communion Online 

Sunday 14th March Motheriug Sunday Lent 4 

10.00am Together in Worship Online 

Wednesday 17th 
March   

10.00am Lent Communion Online 

Sunday 21st March  Lent 5 

10.00am Holy Communion  Online 

6.30am Evensong Online 

Wednesday 24th 
March   

10.00am Lent Communion Online 

Sunday 28th March  Palm Sunday 

10.00am Morning Worship Online 

Thursday 1st April  Maundy Thursday 

10.00am Maundy Thursday Communion Online 

Friday 2nd April  Good Friday 

10.00am Hour at the foot of the Cross Online on behalf of Hartley Wespall 

Sunday 4th April  Easter Day 

8.30am Holy Communion St Leonard’s  ** 

10.00am Easter Family Communion Online 

10.00am Easter Family Communion St Mary’s Stratfield Saye  ** 

10.00am Family Communion by ext St Mary’s Hartley Wespall   ** 

 

Services March 2021 
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Catholic Services 
St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke. 

Public Worship Suspended 
Please call 01256 465214  

www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk 

Live-streamed Sunday Masses 9am, 11am  

Baptist Chapel Services  
 Breach Lane Chapel, Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416 

 

March 2021 

Plus: 

Thursday 4th 7pm Bible Study via ZOOM 

Sunday 7th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

Sunday 14th 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

Thursday 18th 7pm Bible Study via ZOOM 

Sunday 21st 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen with Holy Communion 

Sunday 28th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Every Tuesday 10am Open Morning at the Chapel 

Every Tuesday 11am Mid-week Service at the Chapel 

Online services -  All are very welcome to join the Online services, please contact Stephen 
for details - vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
 

In Church Services - A decision has been made that with the current Lockdown the only 
responsible and comfortable course is to cancel in church services until at least the end of 
March.  

Lent Programme -  See page 6 for details of the Lent Programme happening in St Leonard’s 
Church grounds during Holy Week. 

 
 

** Depending on restrictions at the time, we hope to be able to hold services in 
Church on Easter Day. Please contact Stephen before then to see if the Service is 

being held and to register for the service as previously.   

Please do not attend a service in Church unless you have registered. 

http://www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk
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Psalm 31: 14-16 

I 
 trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my 
God.”  My times are in your hands; deliver 
me from my enemies and from those who 

pursue me.  Let your face shine on your servant; 
save me in your unfailing love. 

Gracious Heavenly Father, thank you that, in 
Jesus, you understand the complexity of human 
existence.  You know what it is to feel joy and 
delight, love and fellowship in the world around 
and in family and friendship.  You know what it is 
to feel isolation and pain, suffering and rejection at 
the hands of those who misunderstood and hated 
you.  Thank you that, at all times, Jesus was able to 
remain rooted in your love and confident of your 
continuing presence with him.  Thank you that he 
passed this way of life onto his disciples and, 
through them, to us.  Help us to put our trust in 
you in times of joy and in times of frustration and 
sorrow and help us to find the warmth of 
fellowship present in his body, the 
Church.  Today, we invite you to be part of our 
journey, to laugh with us, to weep with us, to love 
with us and to hope with us; to hope and trust in 
you.  Thank you that you never give up on us. 

We pray for all whose hope and positivity has 
manifested itself in kindness and generosity 

towards anyone in 
any kind of need.  Bless 
them in all they do.  We 
pray for those who need hope and 
support, who need to be lifted from despair both 
spiritually and physically.  Help us to be part of 
that cycle of generosity as we watch for those who 
need our love.   

We continue to pray for our Government and for 
our scientific community.  We pray for 
transparency and honesty in Government and for 
wisdom and inspiration in the continuing effort to 
bring healing, especially in relation to the 
Coronavirus.  We pray for all who serve on the 
frontline, whatever the task or sector.  We pray 
comfort for all those whose loved ones have been 
taken from them as a direct result of this 
pandemic and we pray for all who grieve. 

We pray for our own communities and for all 
those who are sick in body, mind and spirit.  Help 
us to be part of the answer to our own prayers as 
we visit, send cards and make phone calls to bring 
comfort.  We pray in confidence that you hear us 
and we pledge our co-operation in seeing these 
prayers answered.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

Prayers for March 

Mothering Sunday - 14th March 

We are holding a special Online Mothering Sunday Service. 
Please contact Stephen ( vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com )  

for details on how to join the service 
All are very welcome! 

Kathleen Gaiger. 

W 
e are sure that by now most people in the village are aware that our dear Mum passed away 
peacefully on Monday 15th  February.  Mums funeral will take place on Thursday 4th March but 
due to current restrictions only direct family will be able to attend. Mum will leave her home, 

Myrtle Cottage, for the last time at around 10.45 am. You are welcome to say farewell as she leaves. 

Thank you, The Gaiger family. 
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Area Lead Volunteer/Co-ordinator Services Offered 
Community Base or 
Organisation 

Bramley 
Beckie Bethall 07427 434042 / 
d.bethell@virgin.net 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Welfare Checks 

Clift Meadow Pavillion 

Sherfield on Loddon 
Jan Holden 07780 661606 
jan.holden@btconnect.com 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Telephone 
Befriending 

Sherfield on Loddon 
Support 

Sherfield Park 
Dawn Wright (01256 959150)  
dawn@inhouse-catering-solutions.com 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Food Parcels 

n/a 

Stratfield Saye 
Mandy Atkinson 01189814538 
admin@tadleycommunitycentre.org.uk 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Food Parcels 

Tadley Community 
Centre 

Local Volunteer Contacts 

P 
eter and Margaret Humphreys are a Basingstoke 
couple who have suffered from tinnitus for 
many years and it has got worse as they have got 

older. Tinnitus is the name for noises in your head that 
are not coming from outside of yourself. It is a 
condition which often leads to a feeling of isolation and 
depression which can be helped by contact with others 
in a similar situation. It is a very common condition 
which can affect 1 in 3 of people at some point in their 
lives. Elsewhere in the country there are support 
groups, but not in Basingstoke.  

Recently there was the National Tinnitus Week. You 
can find information on this and a lot more on the 
British Tinnitus Association web site (tinnitus.org.uk). 
So to mark this Peter and Margaret decided to see if 
there is interest in creating a Basingstoke and Area 
Tinnitus Support Group. The aim of the group would 
be ‘isolation busting’, by sharing experiences, passing 
information and advice and social and networking 
opportunities. It would have regular meetings starting 
on Zoom and then, when safe and allowed, moving to 
physical meetings.  

If you are interested in joining this group or would like 
to find out more, please either email 
baatingroup@outlook.com, with your name and phone 
number or phone Basingstoke Voluntary Action on 
01256 423816 to let them know of your interest. The 
plan is to have regular meetings at first on Zoom and 
then when safe and legal, to move to physical meetings 

at a convenient location in the Basingstoke area. It is no 
problem at all if you can’t access email, Zoom, or a 
phone. Just email, phone (as above) or write to Peter 
and Margaret at Basingstoke and Area Tinnitus Support 
Group c/o BVA, White hart Lane, Basingstoke RG21 
4AF.   They will respond to everyone who contacts 
them.  

Isolation busting group launched - Tinnitus Support 

mailto:d.bethell@virgin.net
mailto:jan.holden@btconnect.com
mailto:dawn@inhouse-catering-solutions.com
mailto:admin@tadleycommunitycentre.org.uk
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`At the heart of our community for over 100 years’  

Sherfield Village Hall Matters 
Reg. Charity No. 272385 

THANK YOU 

For your future online bookings, visit www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk  

Tel. 07468 427684        Email: wendygosden@hotmail.com  

Grant support  

Towards funding 
the ‘extension and 
refurbishment of 
the Village Hall 
kitchen’, we are 
grateful for a number of grants, includ-
ing substantial funds from Basingstoke 
& Deane Borough Council and Defra.  

We are, therefore, most grateful for the 
confidence they have shown in the 
management of Sherfield Village Hall.     

With our regular income and fundrais-
ing events halted, we are still looking 
for grant aid to help us in our steward-
ship of your Village Hall. An applica-
tion to the Parish Council is ongoing. 

We would welcome  

your support 

Thank You for Your Donations  

Our target is £20,000 

Approximately £3,000 has been raised 
from our ongoing community fundrais-
ing campaign, with another £500 
pledged and Gift Aid to come. Thank 
you to the PC for a gift of £50. 

Ongoing Fundraising 

Even in good times, we need to fund-
raise -  dances, concerts, Beer Festi-
val, Sunday Markets and Fete. Such 
an old building requires a constant pro-
gram of renovation and repair.   

Many residents have 
yet to contribute 

We’d appreciate your 
help in any or all of the 

ways below.   

1. Win £25,000!  

Buy tickets for Basingstoke & Deane Community Lottery  
https://www.bandcommunitylottery.co.uk/support/sherfield-on-loddon-village-hall  

              2. Shop with Amazon Smile 

        and choose to donate to Sherfield Village Hall 

3. Buy ‘Bricks in Time’ at just £5 each   
Reach our JustGiving page at  

http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/ 

Three Exciting Ways to Help your Village Hall to Fundraise 

http://www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
mailto:wendygosden@hotmail.com
http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/
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Home & Garden Services-Sherfield is a 
local company that specialises in providing 

value for money solutions for all of your 
home and garden improvements, 

maintenance and repairs. One off jobs - big 
or small - and regular maintenance services 
to keep your property and garden in good 

order 

Fully insured  

Best prices - All work guaranteed 

Home 
Household Repairs 
Patios  -  Painting 
Plumbing - Paving 

01256 358870 
07825 685923 

Garden 
Scarifying 
Rotovating 
Trimming 
Mowing 
Aquatics 
Maintenance 
Fencing 

Tree 
Surgery and 
Seasoned 
Logs 

www.hgs-sherfield.co.uk 
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T 
he February lecture 'Fakes and Forgeries' was 
given by Malcolm Kenwood, a former 
specialist police detective who spent his career 

investigating art and antique crime. Upon his 
retirement, he gave lectures to educate law enforcement 
officers in the combating of art crime, in partnership 
with the Metropolitan Police Art and Antiques Unit at 
New Scotland Yard in London. He was also the 
Recoveries Director for the Art Loss Register, which 
operates an international commercial database of stolen 
cultural property.  
 
Malcolm explained the difference between a fake and a 
forgery - a fake is an old object which is tampered with 
to give it more ostensible value. A forgery is a new 
something made new in imitation of the style of an 
artist or craftsman, to make people believe that the 
work is by that artist. 
 
Much of Malcolm's lecture focused on forgeries, which 
is a huge market. It is not new - 'of the 2,500 paintings 
Corot did in his lifetime 7,800 are to be found in 
America' (Newsweek 1940). However, it is likely to 
increase at present as people look for investments 
which give better returns than savings accounts. Money 
is often not the main motive for forgers; perhaps the 
best known forger, Tom Keating, was an artist and 
restorer who became a forger because he believed the 
art market had betrayed and exploited him. Ironically 
there is now a market for forged Keating forgeries.  
 
There are several ways of spotting forgeries: 
 

 fake labels on the back of the painting or artefact 

 forensic science - e.g. the materials used shown to 
be manufactured after the purported artist's death 

 paint analysis 

 fingerprints - many artists leave fingerprints on their 
work e,g, Turner 

 DNA 

 document analysis 

 computer analysis 
 
A famous case study of serious forgery was that of John 
Myatt and John Drewe. John Myatt was an artist who 
began to sell what he called 'genuine fakes' in Private 
Eye - paintings in the style of famous artists. He did not 
initially claim that they were anything else but his 
advertisement was picked up by John Drewe, who 

started selling Myatt's paintings as genuine works of 
famous artists. An important method of establishing a 
work as genuine is provenance, and Drewe set about 
achieving this for the forgeries. Access to the document 
archives of the major art libraries is highly restricted but 
Drew inveigled his way into the archives of the Institute 
of Contemporary Arts and the Tate and V&A Galleries. 
He stole authentication documents from the archive, 
used them to fake documents for the forgeries, and 
smuggled both the documents he had stolen and the 
fake documents back into the archive. He was then able 
to take dealers interested in buying the forged paintings 
to the library and 'prove' their authenticity. 

Next lecture on 17th March at 10.45 am‘ The art 
and Culture of Fin-de- Siecle, Vienna’ given by 
Gavin Plumley. At the turn of the last century Vienna 
was the capital of a vast empire and one of the most 
exciting artistic laboratories in the world. It produced 
painters such as Gustav Klimt, Egon Schiele, and Oscar 
Kokoschka, architects like Otto Wagner, Adolf Loos 
and Josef Hoffman, the psychoanalyst Sigmund Freud, 
the composer Gustav Mahler and the philosopher 
Ludwig Wittgenstein. This lecture looks at these and 
other figures in the context of the society in which they 
worked and asks how and why the City of Dreams 
became a cultural hotbed around 1900. Do join us on 
17th March for non members the lecture costs only 
£5...to register visit: theartssocietybasingstoke.org.uk  

The Arts Society Basingstoke 
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T 
he Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane would like 
to hear from couples across the borough 
celebrating their golden and diamond wedding 

anniversaries. 
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Mayor is 
unable to hold an annual tea party which brings couples 
celebrating milestone anniversaries together.  
To ensure couples still have a memorable celebration, 
an afternoon tea box created by Basingstoke College of 
Technology students, will be delivered to couples’ 
homes on 18 or 19 March 2021 to mark the special 
occasion. 
Cllr Taylor said: "Golden and diamond anniversaries 
are very special milestones in a couple’s life together.  
“Even though we won’t be able to celebrate in person 
this year, I would like to offer my good wishes to all 
couples who are marking this milestone around the 
borough.  
“If you or anyone you know have their golden or 
diamond anniversary between 20 May 2020 and 21 May 
2021, then please let us know so we can get in touch.” 

Please contact the Mayoral Events Coordinator Zoe 
McLaren on 01256 845591 or email 
mayor@basingstoke.gov.uk before Wednesday 10 
March 2021. 
For more information, 
visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/mayors-reception  

Mayor’s golden wishes to anniversary couples  

R 
esidents and businesses across the borough are 
being asked to share their views to help shape 
the long-term future of Basingstoke town 

centre. 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council has appointed a team of 
experts in looking at how places 
can be transformed, including 
Hemingway Design with 
Allies and Morrison and JLL, 
to help develop an ambitious 
strategy for the town centre 
area.  
High streets across the UK have 
experienced, and continue to 
experience, the effects of changes in 
shopping habits. Although Basingstoke town 
centre, including Festival Place and The Malls, has had 
success in attracting investment and new retailers in 
recent years, the COVID-19 pandemic has meant that 
town centres across the country are facing significant 
challenges, such as a decline in footfall and shop 
closures. 
Recognising the importance of a sustainable town 
centre as a key part of the borough’s recovery from the 
pandemic, the aim is to create a vision and masterplan 

to guide work and ensure the town centre offers an 
exciting shopping, leisure and cultural experience. 
 

The study carried out by experts over the 
next six months will include 

comprehensive engagement 
with residents, businesses 

and other groups and a 
detailed analysis of the 
town’s requirements and 
aspirations to create a 
final vision and 

masterplan.  
 

Working closely with town 
centre partners, this long-term 

vision will ensure the council can provide 
support where it is most needed and maximise joint 
development and investment opportunities. 
 
Residents, businesses, organisations and visitors are 
being encouraged to share their views of the town 
centre, their shopping habits and what they would like 
to see to improve the area in future years by taking part 
in an online survey at 
www.talkbasingstoketowncentre.co.uk  

Have your say on the future of  Basingstoke town centre  
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For further details see: 

www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-rural-east/ for Bramley, Sherfield 
on Loddon, Hartley Wespall, Stratfield Saye, Stratfield Turgis 

www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-east/ for Sherfield Park) 

Please note that not all crimes that occurred can be shown on the map.  

Crime Figures for December 2020 

Sherfield Park 

Sherfield-on-Loddon, Hartley Wespall, Stratfield Saye and Stratfield Turgis 

http://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-rural-east/
http://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-east/
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S 
toke your creativity by taking part in 
Art in Unusual Times programme  

Residents of all ages are being encouraged to 
stoke their creativity during this lockdown 

period by enjoying a fun-filled programme of arts and 
culture in the comfort of their own homes. 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council has been 
working closely with local artists and organisations to 
bring you Art in Unusual Times – a virtual programme 
featuring the best in arts and crafts, dance, theatre, 
performances and public art during the lockdown 
period.  
During the jam-packed programme, Junk Jodie will be 
giving families the chance to show off their artistic flair 
using items from around the house through her four 
Basingstoke-themed junk make sessions.  Let your 
imagination roam free as Pumpkin Pantos makes a 
welcome return, treating children to four new Basing-
folk storytelling sessions.  
Providing some welcome inspiration for those wetter 

days, local artists PJ Preston and Kev Munday have 
created art activity guides which can be downloaded 
online.  
And for those who want to get more hands-on, QMC 
has relaunched its online Creative Arts Saturday Club 
which gives Year 8 and 9 pupils across the borough the 
chance to take part in interactive sessions exploring fine 
art, graphic design, photography and textiles. The work 
participants produce during these sessions will be 
featured in an exhibition in the town centre planned for 
this summer. 
 
You can keep up with the latest activities and new 
opportunities to take part by visiting 
www.basingstokefestival.co.uk, which will be regularly 
updated.  
 
For more information on the programme and how to 
take part, visit www.basingstokefestival.co.uk 
@BasingstokeFestival on Facebook and 
@BstokeFestival on Twitter and Instagram  

  News releases 

E 
xplore the best of Basingstoke 
and Deane following launch of 
new Love Basingstoke website  

An exciting new website showcasing the best of 
Basingstoke and Deane and providing information for 
residents, visitors and businesses has been launched. 
 

The new Love Basingstoke website – 
www.lovebasingstoke.co.uk – provides a one-stop-
shop with lots information and advice for residents, 
visitors and those looking to move to the area, 
including the very best of local heritage and stunning 
views, culture and events, attractions, food and drink, 
places to stay and much more.  

C 
ensus 2021 is on its way  

Households across Basingstoke and Deane 
are being urged to take part in Census 2021 
next month. 

The Census, which is run by the Office for National 
Statistics, is a once-in-a-decade survey that provides 
the most accurate estimate of all the people and 
households in England and Wales. It has been carried 
out every decade since 1801, with the exception of 
1941. 
Taking place on Sunday 21 March 2021, the survey 
provides information to all kinds of organisations, 
from councils and charities to healthcare providers, to 
help them deliver the services we all need, such as 
transport, education and healthcare. 
This year’s survey will be the first digital-first Census 
and will be easy to complete on any device, with help 

and paper questionnaires available for those that need 
them.  
Each household will receive a Census pack and 
instructions through the post in early March and 
residents needing support, help or translation services 
can access them, both online and by phone.  
As well as questions around residents’ sex, age, work, 
health, education, household size and ethnicity, for the 
first time and to reflect the modern age we live in, 
there will be a question asking people whether they 
have served in the armed forces, as well as voluntary 
questions for those aged 16 and over on sexual 
orientation and gender identity. This will help shape 
services for veterans and further work around equality 
and diversity. 
Basingstoke and Deane has previously had a great 
success rate in Census returns with a response rate of 
97% in 2011, compared to 94% nationally.  
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http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5iYXNpbmdzdG9rZWZlc3RpdmFsLmNvLnVrIA%3d%3d&r=13161202657&d=13236069&p=1&t=h&h=4fe32673b64091f564843d41924e111d
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5iYXNpbmdzdG9rZWZlc3RpdmFsLmNvLnVrIA%3d%3d&r=13161202657&d=13236069&p=2&t=h&h=4fe32673b64091f564843d41924e111d
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5sb3ZlYmFzaW5nc3Rva2UuY28udWs%3d&r=13163036478&d=13241889&p=1&t=h&h=a018e66378a3daceec8bb71904ca6817
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O 
ur Shed is based on the popular Men’s Shed 
concept which provides a communal space 
where you can feel at home, socialise and 

pursue a variety of practical interests. It’s an 
opportunity to meet up and share the tools, skills and 
resources to work on various projects.  Members make 
their own items and take on community projects 
supporting the local neighbourhood.  Activities can be 
quite varied with members working at their own pace in 
a safe, friendly and inclusive environment. 

We welcome new members and are looking to 
encourage older men (usually) to come together to 
work and generally enjoy a fulfilling time. The 
social interaction and banter help combat the 
isolation and loneliness we often associate with 
retired men.  

Our Shed contains a wood and metalwork lathe, a 
pillar drill, band saw and bench saw along with a 
planer, sanders and lots of hand tools both 
powered and manual. We also have a kettle and 
enjoy tea (or coffee) breaks with a biscuit and a 
good chat, of course. While there are no age 
limits, many existing members are retired and 
include electricians, plumbers, 
heating engineers, joiners, IT 
people, managers, electrical 
Engineers, teachers; all are 
welcome! We often repair and even 
restore items where multiple skills 
might be required. Projects come in 
all sizes and range from bird boxes 
to buses (we are converting a 
double decker into a mobile Men’s 
Shed – our Shed-in-a-Bus project). 

Basingstoke Shed is a member of 
the UK Mens Shed Association 
(UKMSA) and there are now over 
600 Sheds throughout the UK. As a 
not-for-profit organisation and 
registered charity we would love to 
show you round our Shed so you 
can see what we do. However that 
is not possible during lockdown 
and so we suggest the following: 

Visit our website   
www.basingstokeshed.org.uk or our 
Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/
basingstokeshed/
posts/849849498711081 

You will find various contact details 
and lots more information including 
where we meet, when we meet and 
even about Shed-in-a-Bus! We hope 
that in time you will join us and have 
fun making things, as well as 
enjoying the friendship, humour and 
support of your fellow Shed 
members. We very much look 
forward to hearing from you. 

Or you can contact us by phoning 

07434 678104 or email 

contact@basingstokeshed.org.uk 

Basingstoke Shed 
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M 
EETING DATES 
Sherfield Park Parish Council continue to 
meet remotely, with the next meeting on 

Wednesday 10th March at 7.30pm. The agenda and 
supporting items will be available on the Parish 
Council Notice Boards and website, no less than 5 
days beforehand. Please email the clerk with any issues 
and/or details to join the meeting remotely. 
COVID-19 
England remains in national lockdown which means 
you should stay at home except for limited reasons. 
Locally, infection rates are decreasing, and the 
vaccination programme continues apace. However, if 
you are aged 70 and over and have not yet got an 
appointment to be vaccinated, please contact the NHS 
– go to nhs.uk/CovidVaccine or ring 119. Vulnerable 
residents who need additional support and do not 
have family or friends to help, should call the 

Hampshire Coronavirus Support Helpline on 0333 
370 4000 to register.  
LITTERING 
We’ve noticed an increase in litter and discarded PPE 
around our local open spaces. If the nearest bin is full, 
please find another one or take your litter home with 
you. Dropping it is an offence that can result in a 
Fixed Penalty Notice of £75. SPPC wishes to thank 
the amazing efforts of our litter warden and litter 
pickers who do such an amazing job locally. If you 
spot litter, please report it here - 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/report-litter 
 
Sherfield Park Parish 
Tracy Hamer, Clerk & RFO to Sherfield Park Parish 
Council 
February 2021 

P 
robus Club member Dr Jeff Grover and 

partner, Mary, frustrated by last year’s lock 

downs preventing their usual overseas 

holidays bought a thirteen year’s old motorhome. 

They had several test runs to the New Forest and 

south coast each time improving their experiences 

with this new way of holidaying. 

This was all in preparation for the BIG ONE.. Two 

weeks in Scotland negotiating the North Coast 500 

during September 2020. This is 500 miles, driving 

anticlockwise from Inverness up the east coast to John 

O’Groats, turning left towards Durness, down the 

spectacular setting of the west coast before crossing 

back to Inverness. 

They experienced wild camping which is legal in 

Scotland. This involved finding a suitable parking place, 

lay-by, or car park where they stayed for the night free 

& gratis.  

John O’Groats was very windy and the following 

morning, they headed to Dunnet Head – the most 

northerly part of mainland UK before staying in a 

campsite by the beach in the metropolis of Thurso. 

Continuing eastwards along the top of Scotland they 

negotiated single-track roads with difficult passing 

spaces and wild camped at every stop over. On the 

west coast they descended and ascended the steepest 

road in the 

UK that 

runs from 

Applecross 

at sea level 

to 2,054 

feet. 

The 

scenery was stunning with expansive but empty sandy 

beaches located in every bay. The backdrop was 

dramatic, moody, mountains (or munros), sheltered 

valleys and lochs. 

Walks, whisky tasting, beaches, and magnificent scenery 

were all highpoints of their motorhome adventure 

travelling over 2000 miles in 14 days without incident 

or trouble. 

They consider buying the motorhome was a good 

decision and European trips are now planned although 

they could take off at any time to any part of the UK 

once Covid restrictions are lifted.  

However, they have booked a flight to Argentina in 

December 2021!!!! 

Probus Hears About a Motorhome Adventure 
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 TIRAMISU  

I 
t’s the quintessential dessert of  the Italian cuisine, 
known and appreciated all around the world. Its 
literal translation in English is “pick me up”, 

which perfectly fits with the final result: tiramisu can 
definitely cheer people up – not only because it 
contains caffeine, a natural stimulant for your nervous 
system which helps combat tiredness, but also because 
it is extremely yummy: the tasty blend of  mascarpone 
cream and cocoa powder combined with coffee-
flavoured savoiardi biscuits can really gift you with a 
bit of  extra energy and, hopefully, a good mood.  

The classic recipe of  Tiramisu is quite simple and 
made with just a few ingredients: very fresh eggs and 
cheese, authentic Savoiardi biscuits, a good quality 
espresso coffee and cacao powder are pretty much a 
must if  you really want to taste the “real” tiramisu. 
Everyone in Italy - both in the South and in the North 
- agree with this, even if  none knows the precise place 
of  birth of  this dessert which remains still totally 
unclear. It’s a kind of  mystery! 

Over the years, the Italian cuisine 
has readapted the classic 
tiramisu. Although Savoiardi 
are still considered 
irreplaceable by 
food connoisseurs, Italians 
have tried variations to 
the coffee and 
mascarpone cream.  

One of  my favourite 
explorations during this 
unending lockdown has 
been, in fact, the readaptation 
of  the classic recipe of  Tiramisu, 
one of  my favourite desserts ever - 
being myself  raised up in Italy, my mum’s 
version of  tiramisu has always inspired me to explore 
new ways.  

Lockdown, home schooling, extra work hours: I found 
myself  in the middle of  a vortex with two children 
greedy for chocolate and non-stop snacking. And just 
then I came up with a few ideas which, I thought 
could make everyone happy in the family: chocolate 
tiramisu, ricotta tiramisu and Amaretto di Saronno 
Tiramisu. 

Chocolate tiramisu could be a real alternative to a classic 
chocolate cake. A “light version” of  tiramisu, ricotta 
tiramisu, could instead be the honest compromise for 
those who don’t want to give up with desserts, even if  
they are on a strict diet. Finally, I explored my version 
of  Tiramisu made with Disaronno liqueur, which 

could successfully conclude a very special dinner. 

Here’s a chocolate variation 

 

Chocolate Tiramisu 

Serve 4: 

120 g dark chocolate  

3 egg yolks  

100 g caster sugar 

400g mascarpone cheese 

A pack of  Savoiardi biscuits 

6 mini cups of  espresso coffee (caffeine free) 

Unsweetened cocoa powder to decorate 

 

Break down the chocolate and let it melt in the 
microwave. Leave it to cool. 

In a bowl add the yolks and sugar. Beat with an electric 
whisk until you get a foamy cream. Add in the 

mascarpone and continue mixing. 
Add in the melted chocolate. 

Leave the cream in the 
fridge.  

Prepare the 
espresso coffee 
and pour it in a 
low bowl. Add a 
few spoons of  
sugar and leave to 
cool. 

Split in two parts 
each savoiardi and dip 

it in the coffee for a few 
seconds. Lay down the two 

parts on the bottom of  dessert 
bowls. Pour a layer of  chocolate/

mascarpone cream. Sprinkle with cocoa and continue 
with a new layer of  savoiardi dipped in the coffee; 
then add gently one layer of  cream.  

Leave to rest in the fridge for at least 8 hours. 

 

A Pick Me up from Chiara Zamin 
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Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

   Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website: www.molegone.co.uk 
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T 
he Spring Equinox this year is on the 20th 
March.  Until I checked before writing this 
article, I never knew that it varied between the 

19th and the 21st.  So the first day of 
Spring  changes.  Anyway 
we are nearly there.  The 
days are getting longer, the 
birds are singing, the 
garden is awakening and 
the bulbs are bursting into 
flower.  Maybe also 
‘Lockdown’ is approaching the end of it’s stranglehold 
on us all.  So there is a lot to do in the garden on 
flowers, vegetables and fruit.  Above all look forward 
to an explosion of life in the garden and, when the 
weather is good, enjoy being outside and planning the 
summer. 

We still do not know if the Sherfield Show can go 
ahead in September.  We are consulting widely. Rest 
assured we will be having a Show in some shape or 
form so keep planning.  If you have a view then please 
let me know - richard@richardelphickrealestate.com. 

Here are some jobs for the garden in March. 

Sow hardy annual seeds under cover. If you have a 
greenhouse, windowsill or conservatory, you can sow 
almost everything for the summer. 

Plant sweet peas and pinch out the tips of winter-sown 
sweet peas to encourage sideshoots. 

Prepare areas in flowerbeds ready for direct sowing 
hardy annuals in late March through to April. 

Plant summer-flowering bulbs such as lilies, gladioli, 
freesias, crocosmia, etc. 

Lift snowdrops and aconites and divide them, in the 
‘green’ when they have finished flowering.  Divide 
clumps into single bulbs and plant them a little deeper 
than they were in the ground - you can tell by the point 
where the stems are white. 

Plant dahlia tubers in pots under cover. 

Deadhead spring bulbs (e.g narcissi, muscari and tulips) 
as the flowers finish. Leave the foliage to die back 
naturally to feed the bulb for next spring. 

Cut down any old growth of perennials and grasses left 
over winter. 

If soil is workable and not too wet, dig in a layer of 
compost or manure, and work in a slow-release 
fertiliser such as comfrey pellets, chicken manure, or 
fish, blood and bone. 

Now is a good time to plant 
roses.  Cut them back hard and give 
them a feed to give them a good start.  

Plant new hedges. 

At last you can get going on your veg. 
It’s so exciting, especially if you love 
sowing seeds and messing about in the 
potting shed or greenhouse. 

Plant seeds for tomatoes, courgettes, leeks, peas, 
beetroot and cucumbers under cover. 

Plant early potatoes.  Varieties - Charlotte is a great 
yellow, round salad type, Maris Piper for main crop and 
roasting and Pink Fir Apple for summer salads. 

Plant one onion set per cell in a modular tray. Red for 
salads and white for cooking.  Grow them somewhere 
bright but cool until the roots show at the holes in the 
bottom of each cell. They’ll be ready for planting in the 
garden in about a month. 

Sow salad leaves.  Lettuce (mizuna, salad rocket, green 
oak leaf lettuce). 

You can still plant fruit trees and bushes and you can 
still prune your fruit trees. 

Start to harvest early rhubarb. 

Make grand plans for your garden and put them in to 
action. Work out how you are going to achieve all you 
have been thinking about during the winter months. 
Order seedlings/plugs to save time. 

Check mowers are working and service if necessary to 
beat the rush. 

Enjoy the Spring rush of colour and scent.  Sit and 
enjoy it when the sun shines.   

Start planning out what you are going to plant later in 
the year - flowers and vegetables.   

Don’t try to recreate Kew Gardens - just do what will 
work well within your garden space.   

 

Good gardening ! 

 

Richard 07768 004820 
(richard@richardelphickrealestate.com) 

 

March in Your Garden 

mailto:richard@richardelphickrealestate.com
mailto:richard@richardelphickrealestate.com
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West Green Road  
Hartley Wintney  

RG27 8LP 
 

Open June (date varies) to late September for Pick 
Your Own and Picked fruit, vegetables and flowers 

including Strawberries, Tayberries, Currants, 
Gooseberries, Raspberries, New Potatoes and 
Asparagus; local Honey, Free Range Eggs and 

Homemade Jams and Ice Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, and to place orders or 

visit  www.westgreenfruits.com 
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£ 26.9m Climate Change investment 

for Hampshire schools 

An Investment of over £26M from 
Government climate change funding has been 

awarded to improve the energy efficiency of 370 
Hampshire County Council schools and buildings.  

£6.7 million will be spent on installation of solar panels 
and £20.2 million to improve insulation by replacing 
inefficient single glazed windows and doors with 
modern, double glazed units.  

These programmes will save more than 3,600 tonnes of 
carbon per year and help local schools reduce their 
energy bills. County Council maintained primary, 
secondary, and special educational needs and disabilities 
schools will benefit from this programme. Not only will 
this investment make a significant contribution to 
climate change but will also boost skilled jobs locally in 
the low carbon and energy efficiency sectors. 

The work is expected to commence this spring and be 
completed in the autumn of 2021. 

Councillor grants. I have given financial help to the 
following organisations in the financial year 20/21. 

 

St James’s church Bramley- 
community hardship fund 

Sherborne St John Chute Recreation 
ground 

Sherborne St John - NHS & local care 
homes 

Little Apples Bramley- school security 

The Villager Magazine 

Wootton St Lawrence- notice board 

Hartley Wespall- church bell tower restoration 

Sherfield on Loddon- Reindeer trail event (postponed 
until December ’21) 

Basingstoke Neighbourcare accompanied car transport 

Stratfield Turgis- children play area refurbishment 

Bramley Clift Meadow Trust- ground maintenance 

Bramley CoE  Primary School- for Oliver’s Garden 

Sherfield on Loddon -village hall kitchen extension 

Sherborne St John- Union Flag 

Silchester -Union Flag 

 

Hampshire County Council Update: February 2021 

Cllr Rhydian Vaughan, Calleva Division  

Reporting Issues on the Roads, Pavements and Verges 

 

If you see a highways issue which needs urgent attention: 
Phone 0300 555 1388 (8:30am to 5pm, Monday to Friday) 

Outside of office hours, phone 101. 
Emergency defects are usually made safe within two hours. These repairs may be temporary with permanent 
repairs being made later. Other defects become part of the maintenance programme and are usually repaired 
within two months. Larger or more complex works, such as major resurfacing, are generally scheduled 
separately. 
Other less urgent highways issues can be reported online at the Hampshire County Council website 
(www.hants.gov.uk) search Road Maintenance) or via the following link: 
Report a problem | Hampshire County Council (hants.gov.uk) You will get a reference number and a 
response from the Highways Team.  

Please do contact me if you require any follow up on reported issues.  
 
Operation Resilience is a long-term strategy to make Hampshire's roads more resilient to the effect of 
extreme weather and heavy traffic. 
Operation Resilience carries out Hampshire's large, planned maintenance programme of work each year. 
These works are different to reactive works, such as pothole repairs or gully cleansing. You can find further 
information on forthcoming schemes on the link below 
Operation Resilience | Hampshire County Council (hants.gov.uk). 

http://www.hants.gov.uk
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/roadproblems
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/roadmaintenance/plannedmaintenance
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W 
e wanted to cheer ourselves up during 
lockdown so we thought we would crazy 
with a little dressing up and do it for 

charity . 
We started off with a little 80s fancy dress for Oliver’s 
garden who are trying to raise £30, 000 for a reflection 
garden in Bramley school we managed to raise £53.  
The next was NHS staff buying their thank you NHS t 
shirts collected toiletries and also raised £50 in 
donations in our tins so we could go and buy additional 
toiletries - we were overwhelmed by people’s generosity 
and we had baskets full of donations. 
Last Saturday we dressed up as super heroes 
raising  money for our lovely playgroup, happy faces. 
The kids at the playgroup also designed their own 
superheroes and their pictures were on display in the 
coffee shop. We managed. to raise £80. Please see 
pictures 
This Saturday we are dressing up in Star Wars costume 
and the charity is the food bank and asking for food 
donations.  
Saturday 13th we are dressing up in book characters for 
The loddon school. 
Saturday 20th we are dressing in onesies for a charity 
called - Chloe and Sophie’s special ears 
foundation! www.cssef.org.uk.  

We may do one more after this but still in discussion.  
We are having fun doing this and feel we bring a little 
colour and smiles to our community on these Saturdays. 
We are getting great support for these charity’s during 
this lockdown.  

The Coffee Shop supporting  the NHS and local charities.  

R 
ead Easy Basingstoke set up in August 2019 as 
a free service to help adults who struggle 
with reading.  We were delighted to 

have been able to celebrate in December, 
in a social distancing setting, our very 
first graduation.  Despite all the 
difficulties of 2020, Joelma and her 
Coach, Claire have managed to 
continue their coaching sessions, 
one way or another.  In the second 
lockdown, they both had reading 
manuals and continued their 
sessions over the phone which 
worked surprisingly well.   

Claire says that Joelma has made 
fantastic progress and Joelma is thrilled 
that she now feels sufficiently confident to 
read to her children, and help them with their 
own reading. It has been life changing for her. 

A very proud moment for both of them: pictured. 

Our Volunteer Coaches have been training online 

which means that coaching sessions for Readers can 
take place during this Lockdown safely from 

home.  Readers can do their coaching 
sessions online with tablets, which we 

will supply at no cost, or otherwise on 
their phones.   Help will of course be 
given on how to use the tablets, but 
it’s as easy as pressing a button!   

Our services are completely free 
and so please get in touch if you 
know someone who might 
benefit.  With 2.4 million adults in 
England, and at least 7,000 in 

Basingstoke, who cannot read at all 
or who can barely read, we know 

there is a huge need for our service.   

 

Please call us on 07952 450 789 or email 

basingstoke@readeasy.org.uk 

Read Easy Basingstoke  
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Solutions on p. 44 

Puzzle Page 

Tricky  www.sudokuoftheday.com 
A step-by-step guide to solving this puzzle can be found on the web site  

ACROSS 
1 Rush around in old car, to find escaped 
criminal in Oz (10) 
7 A disease singular to sponge (4) 
9 English is almost never spoken 
poetically in Telford, for example (8) 
10 Rotter is in modern art emporium (6) 
11 Copper into Turner gets depression (6) 
12 I am unpretentious? No (8) 
13 Clothe with part of a corset (4) 
15 Get mean about bird call (10) 
18 Monster horribly present on the waves 
(3,7) 
20 Who should really have written Diary 
of a Nobody? (4) 
21 See 4 
24 Enjoy the flavour (6) 
26 Composer of Semiramide and La Mer? 
No (6) 
27 As were the leftovers a man ate, being 
overdrawn? (8) 
28 Scolded infant without a trace of 
leniency (4) 
29 4,21's Mount is irregular cube next to a 
generation symbol (missing centrepiece) 
(10) 
DOWN 
2 Auntie hit boiling asphalt (9) 
3 Told of journey to university to find 
poem (5) 
4,21 The king of 7, this general axed threat 
strategically (9,3,5) 
5 Not, we hear, a problem for 4,21 (7) 
6 Province is to take up weapons again, 
changing sides (5) 
7 4,21's country; a wine capital erected 
around the last stages of 300 (as it's 
written) (9) 
8 Aeolian and Doric, say, in 12 (5) 
14 Quarrelled in Hell over a sin (9) 
16 Outside port finally, make fast a vessel 
– one that's engine driven (5,4) 
17 Some garment to stitch, it's said – or 
more than one (9) 
19 One goes into troubled centre, having 
some guts (7) 
22 Man 'as old Erica (5) 
23 Residential area in upwardly mobile 
part of Bruxelles (5) 
25 Student priest in Guanaco (5)  

Set by Alberich alberichcrosswords.com 
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Volunteering is good for your Mental 
Health 

 

Volunteering opportunities 
 

 
 

Our Rotary group has been volunteering at the 
Hampshire Court Hotel, marshalling patients and car 
parking for the vaccination programme.  The Fire 
Station has also opened for vaccinations with its own 
volunteers.  Basingstoke Voluntary Action is 
coordinating volunteering opportunities at both centres. 
See link to volunteer.   
www.bvaction.org.uk/vaccination-programme-
volunteering/ 
 
We are also helping Spotlight UK Basingstoke and 
Inspero with the delivery of food deliveries to 
vulnerable people in the borough.  
 

The gift of time is something that costs very little and 
can bring unexpected rewards to the giver. At the 
moment it is the NHS and other Covid 19 needs that 
are providing opportunities to volunteer.  All charities 
also need volunteers and you don’t have to make a huge 
commitment. Help for just one event or possibly for 
just a few hours.   Giving your time may also be 
chatting to an elderly person; you may be the only 
person they speak to all day.  
 

If you want to meet new people volunteering is a great 
way of doing it; rewarding and great fun. 
 

As a club, until we can meet in person we’re meeting 
each week on Zoom.  Zoom has given us the 
opportunity of some excellent speakers who join us 
from the comfort of their own home. 

 
WHAT IS ROTARY 

Rotary is about helping communities, both local and 
internationally through our network of clubs with 1.2 

million members in over 200 countries. It is a non-
religious and non-political organization comprised of 
both men and women who enjoy working together for 
good causes and also enjoy socialising together.  
 

As Rotarians we do some fantastic work each year 
whist having fun and raising money which enables us to 
donate it to more than 20  local  and a few international 
causes, including locally, Mencap Basingstoke, Besom, 
Helping Hands for the Blind and many more. 
 

Rotaract in Basingstoke 
Having fun while giving back! 
Want to volunteer with a group of friends but weren't 
sure where to start? Can you share your skills or some 
of your time to give back to others? Now is the perfect 
opportunity.  
 

Rotaract is starting a pilot club for you to...... 
Make Friends.  Network            
Make a Difference - Help Others                          
Widen Horizons                      
Support local good causes               
Develop as a Project Leader 
Link with Charities and with Business 

Rotaract is a younger part of Rotary 
Like Rotary, Rotaract is non-political, non-religious, 
inclusive, diverse and a catalyst for getting things done 
both locally and globally. 
Interested? Aged in your 20s or 30s - then get in touch 
to join a small pilot group to exchange ideas and move 
this initiative forward.         
Exciting times ahead!  
 

To find out more ...... 
Contact Rotarian Chris Flemming:  
Rotaract@bl-rotary.org            mob 07942471526  

Rotary Roundup March 2021  
Contacts: Helen Ricketts: helen@highpathway.co.uk or                                                 
     Paul Temple: tempaul45@gmail.com 

https://www.sudokuoftheday.com
alberichcrosswords.com
http://www.bvaction.org.uk/vaccination-programme-volunteering/
http://www.bvaction.org.uk/vaccination-programme-volunteering/
mailto:Rotaract@bl-rotary.org
mailto:helen@highpathway.co.uk
mailto:tempaul45@gmail.com
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N 
WR’s first topic of the year was a version of 
Call My Bluff.  We each gave three facts 
about ourselves, but one was false and we 

then had to guess which facts were the bluffs.  We 
emailed them initially, but revealed the answers via 
Zoom and each gave a short background to the true 
stories.  It was a fun project which exposed things 
about us which none of us knew.  Each fact was so 
believable that it was quite difficult to select the bluff.  
We were all convinced that someone had been chosen 
Queen at Leeds Children’s Day, but it turned out to be 
untrue.  Similarly, we all believed that another member 
had met the Mountbattens when Lord Mountbatten 
was Viceroy of India, as she had spent her early years in 
India where her father ran a tea plantation, but it never 
actually happened. 
 
Out of this exercise came some quite 
interesting anecdotes.  A former 
member who joined us for the 
Zoom meeting was once on 
the panel of Juke Box Jury 
in the early 60s, a 
television programme on 
the BBC (in the days of 
only two channels!) 
which voted on new 
record releases.  Some 
of us had some royal 
connections – a 
discussion with 
Princess Margaret on 
Science for girls; a 
discussion with the 
Duchess of Cambridge 
about her 
grandmother’s drawers; 
and accompanying 
Princess Anne to the ladies’ 
toilet at a horse event!  Some 
of us had celebrity experiences – 
dinner with Paul Young, Lorraine 
Chase and Jeremy Beadle; a chance front 
page photo with Katie Price (aka the model Jordan) 
whilst having a restorative coffee at WH Smiths in 
Reading which turned into a book signing; a visit to a 
pub with Derek Nimmo; a sneaky visit to the dressing 
room of Adam Faith for his autograph; and a chat with 
J.K. Rowling.  On the sporting front there were some 
notable achievements – playing at Wimbledon; being in 
the under 15s athletic team for Bedfordshire; rock 
climbing in Yorkshire, and taking part in a rowing race 
on the River Thames between Oxford and Henley. 

 
There have also been some rather 
unusual events – time spent staying in a 
nunnery; climbing out of a tiny window 
in an office when accidentally locked in a shop at 
closing time; sailing down the Yellow River on a raft 
made from pigs’ stomachs; helping to deliver a baby on 
the driveway whilst waiting for an ambulance; and 
being invited to join the Communist Party by the Red 
Army Choir whilst working in a Bournemouth hotel!  
We had a really enjoyable evening listening to the 
various tales.   As they say, ‘you couldn’t make it up!’. 
 
We have now selected six books to choose from for 
reading over the spring and summer for our theme 
country Spain, which will be discussed later in the year.  

We are also researching aspects of Spain – history, 
geography, population, cities, food, design, 

and flora and fauna, to name a few.  
This is being done by email, then 

later in the year we’ll hopefully 
organise an afternoon or 

evening with Spanish food, 
wine, short talks on such 
topics as Spanish holidays, 
and a quiz. 
 
Nationally, NWR have 
been organising Zoom 
meetings for up to 1,000 
people across the 
country with guest 
speakers.  Recent talks 
have been on ‘Black Cats, 

New Moons and Ladders 
– The Origins of 

Superstition’ which proved 
to be very interesting and 

popular, and also ‘Miniature 
Adults? Images of Childhood in 

Western Art’ by Dr Sophie 
Oesterwijk.   She had also given a talk 

on Mary Magdelene which again was well 
received. 
 
Let’s hope that by the next edition of the Loddon 
Valley Link life will have returned to something relating 
to normal – children back to school, hairdressers 
reopening, sporting facilities resuming and of course 
being able to meet outside, sitting down with a cup of 
coffee! 
 

Gill Fearon 

    National Women's Register 
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www.complete-pestsolutions.com  
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Puzzle Solutions  

STRATFIELD SAYE VILLAGE 

HALL 
 

 

 

A small, attractive and traditional hall in New 
Street, Stratfield Saye 

Ideal for children’s parties and functions 

Ample parking 

To view or hire, contact Linda on:  

(01189)332106 

St Leonard’s Church Room is 

available for hire 
The Church Room attached to St Leonard's 
is a light modern space with kitchen (Food 

Hygiene Rating 5), and toilet facilities. 
Suitable for business and community group 

meetings or parties. Large car park.   

For more information about hiring please 
contact:  

admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk   
01256 882788 
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The Chambers of Commerce help to make 
businesses become more successful, by 

providing them with networking 
opportunities, business support and advice, 

as well as a great range of products and 
services.  

The Hampshire Chamber is currently 
running a number of workshops on 

managing and developing businesses for the 
post-Covid world.  

For more information contact the Hampshire 
Chamber 01329 242420, at 

info@hampshirechamber.co.uk or by 
completing the contact form at 

www.hampshirechamber.co.uk/contact-us/ 

Contact the Basingstoke Chamber on 01329 
242420 or at 

lisa.hall@hampshirechamber.co.uk  

 

mailto:admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk
mailto:info@hampshirechamber.co.uk
mailto:www.hampshirechamber.co.uk/contact-us/
mailto:lisa.hall@hampshirechamber.co.uk
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Advertisers' Index 

Building and Property Services 
P. 

Access4Lofts 36 

Croudace Homes 18 

Millbrook Building Solutions 46 

Business Services  
 

Worting House 35 

Computers  

Andmore Consulting 36 

SoL Computers 45 

Education 
 

Basing Tutors 46 

Willowdene Nursery School 9 

Funerals 
 

Ash Brook Independent Funeral Directors 39 

Haven Memorials 9 

Jonathan Williams 32 

Spencer & Peyton 9 

Garages 
 

SuperSpray BodyShop 18 

The Garage at Sherfield 39 

Health, Fitness and Beauty 
 

Bramley Osteopaths 29 

D & D Beauty  14 

Gwynne Dental 19 

HIPP Pilates 50 

Italdent 45 

S B Physiotherapy 25 

Spine Team Chiropractic 43 

The Salon 24 

Tranquil Beauty Clinic 17 

Home Services 
 

A Sewell 35 

AMS Mayfair (Water Softener Specialists) 43 

Basingstoke Appliance Services 34 

Home Services (contd.) 
P. 

Basingstoke Gas & Heating 23 

Basingstoke Window Cleaning Services 46 

Best of Flooring 34 

Bob Berry Fencing 34 

Complete Pest Solutions 43 

Domiciliary Care 46 

Drain & Able 45 

Dudley's Cattery 50 

Fyne Flooring 24 

Gardening Services 46 

GMK Decorating Services 46 

HGS Sherfield 14 

Horizon Sound and Vision 46 

J Cook Landscapes 19 

Justbrickwork 19 

Molegone 32 

Ovenclean 35 

Perfectpawsitter 25 

Phase Fire & Security 46 

Roller Garage Doors 17 

Roots Landscaping 9 

Legal and Financial Services 
 

Edmonds Accountancy 36 

Phillips Solicitors (inc. Brain Chase Coles) 51 

Wills Chandler 23 

Plumbing 
 

A W Burt 25 

Niall Catlin 32 

Pubs, Restaurants and Cafés 
 

The Coffee Shop 43 

The Four Horseshoes 10 

Shops 
 

The Shop in Sherfield on Loddon 25 

Wellington Farm Shop 10 

West Green Fruits 35 

Travel 
 

Authentic Travel 29 

Small Ads      50 
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Rector:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, email  
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Tuesday) 

Assistant Priest  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
sc.cedars@greenbee.net  

Curate (priest responsible for Bramley and  
Little London):  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  

Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
lgoodall.work@gmail.com 

 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, Sherfield-on-
Loddon, RG27 0JB  
Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Treasurer: Peter Martinson 07952 873274 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453  
rosyhannah@hotmail.com 
  

Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye  

with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and Bramley - Church Officers 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
    

All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles 
Tel. 01256 880559 

advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
 

Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month 
Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. 
Requests are dealt with in order. 
Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 

Editor for the April edition - Simon Boase 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 14th March 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee 

Chair and Editor: Jane Abrams  01256 881188  
jabrams2226@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 
advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Editor and CTO: Simon Boase  
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com 

Editor: Howard Perkins  
01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 

Chiara Ziamin 
chiara.zamin@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 

Rev. Stephen Ball 01256 881071 
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 

Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
lyngiugovaz@gmail.com 

Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379  
dgdawson@sky.com 

Louise Grainger  01256 883967   
manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

                              

Loddon Valley Link  
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Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments Karen Ross  842662 

Basingstoke Gazette Chris Horton 882426 

Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr Chris Tomlinson TBC 
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr Nick Robinson 07585 578295 

Brownies sherfieldbrownies@gmail.com 

Breach Lane Chapel Geoff Belsham 882534 

Catholic Church Fr. Chris Rutledge 465214 

Clift Surgery Patient Group TBC - 

Cricket Club (Sherfield) Steve Dummer 07775 674869 

Cricket Club (Stratfield Turgis  
and Hartley Wespall) 

  

 Captain Manoj George  07552 114188 

 Contact Martin Turvey  07785 580456 

Evergreens Jean Berntsen 882798 

Happy Faces Playgroup Viv Allway and Alison Smith 880903 

Loddon Players Peter Francis 07867 547696 

Loddon Quilters Jacky Morgan     882350 

Loddon Sports Junior Football Club Fred Berntsen 882798 

Lunch Club Helen Belsham 882534 

NWR Gill Fearon 882106 

Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 101 

Police - Sherfield Park PCSO Adam Steel 101 

Poppies Natalie Larner 880075 

Post Office Sherfield on Loddon 882210 

Rainbows Pam Luck 882687 

Sherfield Community Care Grp Basingstoke NeighbourCare 423855 

Sherfield on Loddon Fete Bruce Batting 882605 

Sherfield & District Gardening Club Dan Farrow 882680 

  Andy Morgan 882350 

Sherfield Park Community Centre Louise Grainger 883967 

Sherfield Park Parish Council Tracy Hamer 07778546477 

Sherfield & District Show Richard Elphick 07768004820 

Sherfield Village Hall     

 Caretaker/Bookings Wendy Gosden 07468 427684 

 Management Committee Ivan Gosden 07940 212441 

 Trustee   Nick Robinson 07585 578295 

Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council Karen Ross 842662 

Sherfield Village Green Volunteers John Attwood 881760 

Short Mat Bowls Norman Stanley 881021 

Stratfield Saye Parish Council Louise Webb 07771 727547 

Stratfield Saye Village Hall Linda Bishop 0118 933 2106 

Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting Sheila Campbell (Chair) 882351 

Toddler Group 0-5s TBC    

Tree Wardens John Darker 882334 

  Cllr Diana Effiong 07796 045944 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
mailto:lgoodall.work@gmail.com
mailto:rosyhannah@hotmail.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:perkinsthekeep@gmail.com
mailto:chiara.zamin@gmail.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
mailto:sherfieldbrownies@gmail.com
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DRIVING INSTRUCTOR, SHERFIELD PARK Semi retired , 26 years experience, very patient, 
good with nervous pupils.  Good pass rate.  Covers Bramley, Sherfield , Chineham.  Reasonable rates. 
Contact Graham 07806469963/barney0729@icloud.com 

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced, local lady 
who cleans every corner. References. Tel 07933 316989 or e-mail mariacleaning@live.co.uk  

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, payroll, self
-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, re-wires, 
lights etc.  No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, jce.morris@outlook.com   

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden maintenance. Tel 
01256 882696 or 0784 230 3366. E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com 

HYPNOTHERAPIST APHP ACCREDITED Hypnotherapy can help with: quitting smoking; 
weight; stress/anxiety/fears/phobias; confidence; reducing depression…and more. Free 30min 
consultation. Call 07793050047 or email: noeleen.hornby@personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net; 
www.personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net 

ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 words. Anything from lost cats to small services. 
Just drop an email to:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Page 51 

 

Mediation is a well-known way for couples to resolve 
issues at the end of their relationship and generally 
involves you both being in a room with your former 
partner and a mediator to discuss matters. It can be 
quicker and cheaper than alternative dispute resolution 
methods. Mediation encourages couples to 
compromise and helps reduce conflict which is known 
to be beneficial for children of separating couples.  
Sometimes the barrier to mediation is that the 
relationship has deteriorated to such an extent that you 
cannot contemplate the prospect of sitting down 
together in a room even with an independent mediator 
to address issues in mediation. Shuttle mediation gets 
you round that barrier and yet has all the advantages 
that the mediation process offers. It is simply a variant 
of the more usual mediation model. 
With direct shuttle mediation, you are in separate 
rooms and the mediator moves between the two rooms 
to facilitate discussion and help you reach a 
compromise. Separate arrival and departure times are 
arranged to ensure that the risk of contact is minimised 
which can be reassuring for those of you with 
concerns. It can make the process possible but less 
stressful. 

Even with Covid-19, virtual 
shuttle mediation is still an 
option. Using Zoom as the 
online platform, breakout 
rooms can replicate shuttle 
mediation as you can opt to be 
in separate “breakout rooms” 
while the mediator moves between the two virtual 
rooms helping you both achieve an agreement that is 
right for you both. The use of the 
“waiting room” is also good if you 
are mediating jointly online but 
just need a break within the 
meeting if feelings are running 
high. 
At Haymarket Family Mediation, 
which is part of Phillips Solicitors, 
we are happy to discuss any 
concerns with you before you 
commit to the process. Feel free to contact Sheila 
Parkes by calling 01256 854652, emailing 
sheila,parkes@phillips-law.co.uk or visiting 
www.phillips-law.co.uk/haymarket-family-mediation 

Shuttle Mediation 

mailto:barney0729@icloud.com
mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:jce.morris@outlook.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
mailto:noeleen.hornby@personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net
mailto:www.personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
http://www.phillips-law.co.uk/haymarket-family-mediation
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For more information, help or queries  

Please email: friends@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

Target - £20,000 
Quick & Easy Ways to support 

 Sherfield Village Hall 
Registered Charity Number 272385 

 JustGiving - Buy virtual bricks. Leave your details. Allow us to claim Gift Aid.   

http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/ 

 Bank Transfer - Buy bricks via BACS. Bank details are at: 

http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/ 

 At the Shop - Envelope with your name, contact details and Cash or Cheque 

made out to Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Hall (in full please) 

THANK YOU 

TARGET 

£20,000  
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