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Dear Friends 

I 
 am beginning to enjoy the prelude to 
Spring.  I know we have an actual date, 
but Spring itself seems to be quite 
variable.  I love snowdrops because they 
herald the arrival of daffodils, primroses 

and a whole procession of seasonal flowers and 
vegetables.  We are busy on the allotment and in our 
garden preparing for the growing season and the joys 
of the harvest ahead.  That, of course, includes the 
friendships and camaraderie. There is something 
comforting about the regularity of the seasons, in 
Britain anyway.  Even with the relative 
unpredictability of our weather and the odd years of 
drought or deluge the seasons, on the whole, seem 
to iron out and all is well.  Of course, it is important 
to remember those who are much more dependant 
and whose weather is even more extreme.  I guess I 
would describe our situation as possessing a fragile 
certainty, if that makes sense.  It is that certainty, 
however that we rely on and so in good faith we go 
ahead and plant our vegetables with a realistic hope 
that we will have a harvest. 

In wondering whether to write anything about Brexit 
this month I have been talking to various people and 
mulling it over myself, realising that the whole thing 
has been talked to death and many are pretty fed up 
with discussing it.  Whether this is a good thing or 
not is unclear but it seems as if there is an extent to 
which many have become ‘immunised’.  The reality 
is that none of us really know how this is going to 
turn out and there are differing opinions on that as 
well.  Again, whether those opinions are based on 
fact or hearsay is unclear.  Given our parliamentary 
system there seems little we can do.  There are those, 
however, who are really anxious and for whom the 
uncertainty of the Brexit outcome is perceived to be 
a real threat in some way.  Whatever the outcome 
there are going to be a whole range of feelings.  
Betrayal perhaps, relief, elation or sorrow, a sense of 

victory or anger.  It is difficult to 
get a clear picture but, even 
there were to be another vote it 
would probably be close and there 
would still be elation or 
disappointment. 

Where I have returned to, regardless of my original 
position and strong feelings, is a recognition that, 
however uncertain things are at the moment, there 
will be stability again.  It has ever been the same.  
What is really important in the next weeks is to 
accept the outcome with grace, neither flaunting the 
victory in the face of others nor becoming angered 
and sullen.  What will be, will be.  We need to work 
together and support each other.  It seems to me 
that uncertainties within the human world arise as a 
result of division and conflict.  Whilst it is not 
necessarily possible to satisfy everyone it is 
important to recognise that we almost certainly have 
more in common, more that unites us and drives us 
forward, than divides us.  I suppose what I am 
saying is that one of the best paths to certainty is by 
building together in a united way. 

The real truth is that in our world, no one of us is 
truly in control of anything.  That’s where my faith 
in Jesus comes in.  God promises to be with us in 
every circumstance but that doesn’t mean that life 
will be a bed of roses.  What it does mean is that 
God will be with us through all our joys and our 
sorrows, in our certainties and our uncertainties, 
through our support of each other, and more 
importantly will be with us, I believe, into our 
eternity. 

 

Every blessing 

Stephen 

07943 014277 email: vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 

  Minister’s Letter 

St Leonard’s APCM 
 

Sunday 17th March 2019 at 10am 

Coffee and croissant available from 9.30am to give time to read the report before the service. 

There will be a shortened service starting at 10am leading into the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
which will finish by 11.30am 
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W 
elcome to the March edition of 
the Loddon Valley Link.  Spring 
is nearly upon us as we 
approach the vernal equinox, 
that moment when the centre 

of the Sun is directly above  the equator in the northern 
hemisphere.  Don’t forget the clocks spring forward 
this month.  
The major issue of Dog Fouling has been raised again., 
again especially on our lovely village greens and play 
areas. Please don’t let your dog do it.  
Mothers day  is coming up and there are special 
services arranged (p8), as well as a series of Wednesday 
services for Lent (p6).  
Due to popular request we’ve added a sudoku to the 
puzzle page. Great for people like me who can’t count  
higher than their fingers (p40)  
There's a number of appeals for volunteers from Bell 
Ringing through Fete and Village Show support to 
editing this magazine so please check them out and 
help our community thrive. 
Our MP is assisting the police with their enquiries on 
p32 and there’s lots more happening throughout the 
magazine. 
Following up on some of the website features 
mentioned last month.: 
The calendar contains all the events locally that we've 
been told about and is ideal for checking that the event 
you’re planning doesn’t conflict with anything vital, as 
well as checking on what's happening locally. It is 
available to download and also to integrate into your 
own calendar. You need never miss that vital Parish 
Council Meeting again and can even get Alexa (other 
voice assistants are available) to tell you about the event  
in advance and what the traffic is like on your route.  
All our display advertisers also feature on the website 
which is easily searchable but also visible through 
search engines, so if you type “plumber 
loddonvalleylink” into your favourite search engine 

you’ll see a list of plumbers advertising 
locally, above all the usual content.  
Give it a go. 

This month's cover picture, March Hare,  was painted 
by Nikki Rimmer. We’ll be running our cover picture 
competition again this year so keep your images 
coming in.  
Send your articles, comments and pictures (especially 
for the cover) to editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  
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Editorial 

The Loddon Valley Link is hand distributed to over 2,000 houses across the parishes of Sherfield on Loddon, 
Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Turgis. Available online loddonvalleylink.org.uk. 

Simon Boase 

T 
he Loddon Valley Link is once again 
inviting budding student editors to 
produce one of its summer editions. 
We hope that this offer will appeal 
to those currently involved in, say, 

media studies or similar, or to others who simply have 
an interest in gaining valuable hands-on experience 
producing a magazine such as ours. .  

We would also like a permanent 
editor, to work alongside our 
existing editors in rotation. This is a great way of 
becoming involved in the local community. If you are 
interested we would really like to hear from you. Or 
you could be a member of the Loddon Valley Link 
Committee, to support the work of producing , 
distributing and developing the magazine. Contact: 
editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

  Editors Wanted for the Loddon Valley Link 

http://www.loddonvalleylink.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
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Friday 8th March   

4.15pm Messy Church Sherfield Park Community Centre     

Sunday 10th March  Lent 1 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Morning Worship & Sunday Club St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.30am Matins St James Bramley                

Sunday 3rd March  Next before Lent 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine                    Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Holy Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye  

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Sunday 17th March  Lent 2 

8.00am Holy Communion                 Little London 

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Holy Communion,  Sunday Club & 
APCM 

St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.30am Morning Worship St James Bramley                

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Wednesday 6th March  Ash Wednesday 

10.00am Holy Communion St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

Wednesday 13th March   

10.00am Lent Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield  

 

Services March 2019 

Sunday 24th March  Lent 3 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am   Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Together in Worship St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

Wednesday 20th March   

10.00am Lent Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield  
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Friday 8th March 2019 

Theme - Kindness 

All welcome!   
4.15pm start, singing, dancing and parable then lots of fun craft followed by a 

tasty meal, finishing at 5.45pm  

 

PLEASE NOTE - IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU BOOK 

In order for us to plan catering and avoid wastage 

(and please advise of any food allergies).   

For more information and to book, please contact : 

Rosy Staines - rosyhannah@hotmail.com 

or on Facebook: messychurchsol 

   

Parish Registers 

FUNERALS 
 

Leslie Morris Smith    23rd January 2019  Stratfield Saye 
 

Robin Sidney Coombes   1st February 2019  Sherfield 

Wednesday 27th March   

10.00am Lent Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield  

Sunday 31st March Mothering Sunday Lent 4 

10.00am Together in Worship Sherfield Park Community Centre 

10.30am Together in Worship St James Bramley                

Wednesday 3rd April   

10.00am Lent Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield  

Children are welcome at all our services. Services in italics are particularly geared to children and families. 
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NEW - We are hoping to start a “friendship club” in the Spring open to everyone. Initially monthly, the club will 
have a programme of activities alongside the opportunity to just come along and have a drink and a chat. 

If you are interested in coming along or helping, please let us know.  Geoff Belsham   

Catholic Services 

St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke. 

Parish Office Open:  

Tues to Friday  
9.30 am-1.00 pm Tel.465214. 

Sunday Mass 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm  

Breach Lane Chapel Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416 

Baptist Chapel—March 2019 

 

During Lent there will be a weekly short midweek service of  
Holy Communion at 

 10.00 a.m. 

Following the Ash Wednesday service at Hartley Wespall we shall hold these in the St Leonard’s Church Room  

And we invite everyone to share tea / coffee after the service 

 Make a note of the dates - it would be good to see you at these brief reflective services as we prepare for Easter  

 

Ash Wednesday, 6th March, 10.00am  * at St Mary’s, Hartley Wespall * 

Wed. 13th March       Wed. 20th March    

Wed. 27th March         Wed 3rd April 

Sunday 3rd 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

Tuesday 5th 10am Open Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 10th 10.30am Family Worship with Graham Locke 

Saturday 16th 2pm Disabled Christian Fellowship (Thru’ the Roof Club) 

Sunday 17th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen including Holy Communion 

Tuesday 19th 10am Open Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 24th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Sunday 31st 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

  6pm SENSE Contemporary Worship at St Andrew’s Methodist 
Church 
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Psalm 23 
1 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 2 He 
makes me lie down in green pastures, 
he leads me beside quiet waters, 3 he refreshes my 
soul. He guides me along the right paths 
for his name’s sake. 4 Even though I walk through 
the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head 
with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely your goodness 
and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I 
will dwell in the house of the Lord 
for ever. 
Prayer for the month 
Almighty God, Abba, Father, thank you that you 
have promised, in your word, to those who trust in 
you, that you will be with us in every circumstance, 
even as we face death itself. Give us patience, 
wisdom, grace and courage over the coming days so 
that, whatever happens we will remain firm in your 
love. Despite our differing positions on Brexit, we 
ask that our minds and hearts will be fixed on 
standing together, being there for and supporting 
each other and serving our neighbour for the 
common good. Give us generous spirits and fill us 
with your peace and certainty. 

Prayer points for March 

We pray for the peace of the nations of the world, 
especially those experiencing conflict now.  

We pray for all in need, that 
generosity will overflow and that we 
will share what we have. We pray for 
all who work for charities that seek to 
address the wide variety of challenges 
faced by humanity and we ask for 
guidance regarding our role in that task. Help us 
never to become hardened to the needs of others.  
We pray for wisdom and clarity for the High Court 
of Parliament throughout this month; for 
negotiations, debates and decisions taken. We pray 
that wise decisions will be made and, above all, party 
politics will be laid aside in favour of the real needs 
of people; that fixed opinions will give way to 
cooperation. We pray for honesty, transparency in all 
aspects of government. 
Loving God, we pray for our homes and families. 
We pray especially for those who are lonely; that we 
may see who they are and offer the hand of 
friendship. We pray for all who are suffering in any 
way; that with our support and loving concern they 
may find healing in body, mental strength and 
wisdom to navigate the days ahead and a sense of 
your presence and love for them as well as our love 
and prayers for them. Bless those who care for them. 
We pray for all who grieve the loss of loved ones, 
whether recently or in the past, and we ask for your 
comfort and peace. In Jesus name we pray all these 
prayers. Amen. 

Prayer Page 

 

 

 

Please join us at our special service to say ‘thank you’ for mothers 

Mothering Day Service , Sunday 31st March  

 Sherfield Park Community Centre at 10.00am  

On behalf of others, a big thank you from St Leonards. 

The following is a list of the causes St Leonards were able to help as a direct result of your attendance and 
support at each of the special services.     A huge vote of thanks to everyone.  

Christingle Services  

Sherfield Park / Village Hall       £400   The Children’s Society 

St Leonards Carol Service  £400   The Salvation Army 

St Leonards Crib Service  £250   St Michaels Hospice  
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Tadley and Baughurst Art Club 

Spring Exhibition in support of Living Paintings  

Ambrose Allen Centre, Franklin Avenue, 
Tadley, RG26 4ER  

on Saturday 30th March 10 am to 5 pm and 
Sunday 31st March 10 am to 4 pm.  

Around a hundred original paintings, crafts, cards and 
3D images for sale. Free admission and parking. 
Artists in residence will be demonstrating throughout 
the day and refreshments are available. 
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Percy’s Annual Plant Sale 

Saturday 11th May 2019 at  
Sherfield Village Hall  

10am – 12.30pm 
 

Come along and enjoy the morning.  A wide variety of plants will be 
available ready for your Spring Planting and at very keen prices. 

If you would like to contribute to our sale please bring your plants 
along duly labelled on the day 9am – 9.30am. There will be 
everything from tomatoes, beans, cabbages, courgettes, 

strawberries and bedding plants, perennials, geraniums, pelargoniums 
+ + +.   

Refreshments will be available in the hall. 

A regular local village event held jointly by Sherfield Village Hall, 
Sherfield Gardening Club and St Leonards.   

Further details contact Dan Farrow 01256 882680 

O 
n Monday 18th March we will be 
joined by Nick Butler who will tell 
us all about ‘The Lavender Story’. If 
you’ve ever travelled from Alton to 
Selborne you would have seen the 

wonderful lavender fields at Hartley Park Farm.  Some 
of the longer serving members may also remember the 
very wet and windy visit we had to the farm 
back in 2011. 

English lavender was 
introduced to the farm in 
1999 and their field is 
now a local landmark. 
Set against the ancient 
trees of the Selborne 
Hanger, the vibrant 
field of lavender 
perfectly compliments 
the dense, dark 
woodland. 

Lavender Fields is owned 
and run by Nick and Lyndsay 
Butler who took over from the 
founders Tim and Anne in January 
2018. Both Nick and Lyndsay have been 
involved in the business for quite some years and have 
amassed a great knowledge of lavender growing, 

harvesting and distillation. With a young family, there 
is now a fifth generation in the background, they can 
often be found in the shop or the field, “helping” 
Mum and Dad.  

Based on their own high quality essential lavender and 
rosemary oils, they have developed a range of light, 
delicately perfumed hand, body and home fragrance 

products some of which may be 
available to try at the talk. 

Once again we will be selling 
plants at Percy’s Plant Sale 

on the 11th May. Now is 
the time to start sowing 
seeds and it would be 
wonderful if you 
could sow a few extra 
and donate the plants 
to the club to help 

raise funds for the club 
and the church. 

Anyone interested in 
gardening will be most 

welcome to join us at the Sherfield 
Village Hall at 7:45pm. 

For arrangements contact Dan on 882680  
or Andy on 882350 

Sherfield and District Gardening Club 
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M 
eeting dates 
The next meetings of the 
Full Parish Council will be 
held on 12th March 2019  
and then on 9th April 2019 

at 7.30 pm in the Liddell Hall with the next  
Village Green and Leisure facilities committee 
meeting being held at 7.30pm in the Liddell Hall 
on Tuesday 26th March 2019 and then on  
28th May 2019.  
The Annual Parish meeting will be held on 9th 
April 2019 in the Liddell Hall. 
 
Maintenance Contracts 
The Maintenance Contracts for 
the Village are up for renewal. 
Anyone  interested in tendering 
should contact the Clerk for 
further details or download the 
pack from the Parish Council 
website. 
www.sherfielonloddon-pc.gov.uk 
 
Dog Fouling 
The Parish Council is extremely 
disappointed at the lack of co-operation residents 
have shown over keeping dogs on a lead on the 
Football pitch. There is only a small area where this 
has been requested and so many people have ignored 
this. It is hoped that people will adhere to this request 
or the Parish Council will have to consider the next 
steps.  
 
The Parish council would like to advise residents  that 
the Village Green is a Village 
Green and not Common 
land. 
Whilst Village Greens are 
governed under the 
Commons Act there are 
differences. On Common 
land  anyone usually has the 
right to roam on it. On a 
Village Green there is no 
right to roam however, it is 
only residents which have 
the ‘right’ to use the Village 
Green  
 
The Village Green is also subject to bye laws which 
can be found on the Parish Council website 
www.sherfieldonloddon-c.gov.uk/Amenities/Village_Green.aspx 

If a bye law is broken  a fine can be issued. 
Two Parish Councillors will be meeting with 

Councillors from neighbouring 
parishes in an attempt to work 
together and find a solution to 
this issue. 
 
Burial Ground  
The Rules and Regulations for the Parish Council 
Burial Ground can be found on the website and 
will be shortly displayed on a noticeboard at the 
Burial Ground. The Parish Council Burial 
Ground is operated by the Parish Council and the 
adjacent Church Burial Ground is operated by St 

Leonard’s Church, they 
are subject to different 
rules and regulations.  
 
Promotion of the Village 
Green Trails 
There are three Children’s 
Trails highlighting Wildlife 
and Trees that can be found 
on the Green. These can be 
downloaded from the Parish 
Council website. 

www.sherfieldonloddonpc.gov.uk/Amenities/Village_Green.aspx 

Community Pavilion refurbishment 
The Community Pavilion also known as the Cricket 
Pavilion is being refurbished. The Parish Council will 
be using their own funds plus S106 funds for the 
refurbishment. There will be a new storage facility 
erected on the side. Once it has been refurbished, 
residents will be able to hire the venue free of charge  
for the first year with a refundable deposit when the 
venue is left in a clean condition. The rules and 
regulations will be available on the website along with 
an electronic booking system, however you will also 
be able to book it via the Clerk. Residents living close 
to the Cricket Pavilion will be advised of the final 
plans when they are available. 

Karen Ross, Clerk to Sherfield on Loddon Parish 
Council 
PO Box 6862, Basingstoke RG24 4QZ  Telephone: 
01256 842662 
Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 

  

 Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council—March 2019  

http://www.sherfielonloddon-pc.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/right-of-way-open-access-land/use-your-right-to-roam
http://www.sherfieldonloddon-c.gov.uk/Amenities/Village_Green.aspx
http://www.sherfieldonloddonpc.gov.uk/Amenities/Village_Green.aspx
mailto:clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk


Page 14 

 

Page 15 

 

M 
EETING DATES 

The next two full Parish Council 
meetings will be held on 13th 
March and 10th April.  Meetings 
take place in the recently 

completed Parish office, opposite the Community 
Centre, or, if numbers are expected to be large, in the 
Garden Room of the Community Centre.  Meetings 
start at 7.30pm, with notices posted on Parish Notice 
Boards and the Parish Council’s website detailing the 
agenda, no less than 5 days before the meeting.   

See www.sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk/FullCouncil.aspx 
during the first/second week of the month for agendas 
and background documents 

COUNCILLOR VACANCY 

The Council plans to co-opt someone to the Parish 
Council after hearing from any candidates at the March 
Parish Council Meeting.  Three expressions of interest 
have been received so far and further applications are 
welcome. Closing date Feb 27th. Candidates are asked 
to submit a short CV with their application, which will 
be considered by the councillors prior to the meeting. 
They will then be asked to explain to the councillors in 
person, during the March Parish Council Meeting, why 
they feel they are an appropriate candidate for the role. 
Councillors may then question the candidates prior to a 
vote. 

If you have any queries please contact the Parish Clerk 
or the Chairman of the Parish council. 

OFFICE OPENING HOURS 

We hope that our Broadband connection to the parish 
office will be operational shortly.  You can however 
continue to contact the clerk at  
clerk@sherfieldparkpaishcouncil.gov.uk or phone him 
on 07745449626 whilst we wait to get our own phone 
number.  A response should be received within 24 - 48 
hours maximum.  

OPEN SPACES  

As announced at the February Council meeting, we are 
looking at a range of potential projects to take to the 
Borough to utilise available Section 106 funding.  As 
soon as these projects have been finalized we will let 
residents know.   

Discussions are to take place in March between the 
Parish, the Borough and Croudace, the owners, about 
how they can improve the surface of the Petty’s Copse 
path to Thornhill Way in Chineham. 

DOGS ON THE SPORTS FIELDS 

We recently asked dog owners to avoid exercising their 
pets “off the lead” on the football fields, particularly 

after dark, due to junior footballers encountering 
increased dog mess on the pitches.  This problem 
continues in our area and on open spaces in several 
other local parishes.  Cllr Bowyer our Chairman hopes 
to coordinate improved 
controls with the help of 
Borough Council Officers, 
Sherfield on Loddon and 
other villages, in the coming 
weeks. 

CHINEHAM MEDICAL 
CENTRE PPG 

Cllr Jenny Vaux reports that 
the Patient Participation 
Group at Chineham Surgery 
has been advised that a 
variety of relocation options 
are still being considered by the doctors, in an attempt 
to overcome the lack of space at their Reading Road 
site.  The redeveloped Chineham Centre is however 
unlikely to be chosen, due to access and cost issues.  
The change is likely to take several years to happen, and 
the Parish will publicise details as ideas develop.   

The Chineham practise is planning to hold a public 
consultation session at Sherfield Park, to explain about 
new services that they are now providing or plan to 
provide, as well as hearing the ideas of residents about 
how services could be further improved 

THE NO 14 BUS SERVICE 

After residents brought the issue of the reduction in 
services on the No 14 bus route to the Parish Council  
our County Councillor, Elaine Still came to February’s 
council meeting and heard about residents’ concerns.  
She asks that residents write to her with their ideas 
about this any issues regarding to County Council 
services via 
elaine.still@hants.gov.uk  

PARKING AND 
TRAFFIC FLOWS 

Increasing concerns are 
being expressed about 
inappropriate parking, and 
through traffic causing near misses at various points in 
the parish.  Incidents should be reported to the police, 
via the police email 
Basingstoke.town.police@hampshire.pnn.police.uk or 
using the 101 service.  Cllr Still would appreciate 
information about incidents/problems in advance of a 
general review of traffic and parking once the final 

(Continued on page 17) 

http://www.sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk/FullCouncil.aspx
mailto:clerk@sherfieldparkpaishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:elaine.still@hants.gov.uk
mailto:Basingstoke.town.police@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
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Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

   Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website: www.molegone.co.uk 
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areas of Sherfield Park have been adopted by the 
County Council.  The more evidence of danger 
reported to her and the police, the more likely it is that 
appropriate improvements will be made. 

WINTER RESILIENCE 

Following the recent snow falls Councillors discussed 
how we might improve our response to heavy snowfall 
in future. Investigations into increasing the number of 
salt/grit bins around the parish, and sourcing 

equipment to improve the ability of residents to make 
access into the area and out to the A33 easier, as well as 
making surfaces around the shop and the Community 
Centre less treacherous. 

 

Sherfield Park Parish Council 

February 2019  

(Continued from page 15) 

L 
oddon Sports founded in 1970 and based in 
Sherfield is quickly approaching its 50th 
birthday. Now a firmly established Youth 
Football Club it is looking to recruit young 
players to boost its teams. 

The club currently operates teams from 3 1/2 years to 
16 years and welcomes any young players wishing to 
join a club where enjoyment, fun and skills operate side 
by side. 

Commencing at the start of next season, 2019 / 2020 
the club is looking to establish and run teams of players 
from ages under 7 to under 16, as this season there has 

seen problems fielding full teams in 
some age groups.  

The club currently has teams 
competing in the Peter Houseman , the North East 
Hants and the East Berks Youth Leagues.  

Children in the 3 1/2 to 6 age range, our ‘Lods Tods’, 
are very welcome too. Here  the emphasis is on fun, 
enjoyment and football skills.  

For more information contact Fred Berntsen on 
01256882798, 6 Bullsdown Close, Sherfield, RG270DZ 

Loddon Sports Junior Football Club 
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A warm welcome awaits you at this traditional village pub  

Quiz nights, live music events and much, much more 

Skittle Alley/Function Room available to hire 

Follow our Facebook page (thefourhorseshoessol)  

for all the info 

The Four Horseshoes 
Old Reading Road 

Sherfield on Loddon 

RG27 0EX 
Tel: 01256 882296 

Email: info@the4horsehsoes.co.uk 
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D 
o you fancy playing tennis? If so, we 
would love to hear from you! Old 
Basing Tennis Club is a small (4 all 
weather courts) club which has a 
Club House set in the Recreation 

Ground in Old Basing. There is nothing better than 
playing tennis outside in such a lovely location. 

As well as Club Nights we also have Teams playing in 
the Basingstoke and District Tennis League.  

We run a Summer Tournament for all members and 
hold many Social Evenings, including our Annual Quiz 

and a Skittles Night.  

We are delighted 
that JBTennis 

will be 
coaching at 
our Club this 
year. Junior 
coaching 
takes place 

on Tuesdays 
from 4.00 - 

5.00pm - please 
contact Jamie & Ben 

directly for 
more 
information: 

jbtennisacademy1@gmail.com 

If you would like to find out more about the Club 
please do contact us, we would love to hear from you. 

Please email our Secretary, Jan: 
OBTC.Information@gmail.com 

Or message us on Face Book: @oldbasingtennisclub 

Or visit our website: 
www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/OldBasingTennisClub 

Old Basing Tennis Club 

at St Leonard’s Church Room 

11am on alternate Friday mornings 

March dates Fridays 1st and 15th 
 

We meet, chat, exchange ideas and include an activity,                             
a short talk or demonstration.  

March will feature aromatherapy, bees and honey. 

£2.50 each, towards venue hire and to include cafetière coffee  
or tea and biscuits. 

We also run a raffle towards expenses. 

Beyond the coffee mornings we hope to form interest groups.   

First ideas are footpath rambling, local history, art, stitching, 
           computer studies and card making.  

 

It is not exclusive to Church Congregations!  

Everyone is welcome and everyone takes a turn to help its success. 
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S 
pring 

Spring is here.  Or almost here.  Or 
scheduled to be almost here.  Or 
rumoured to be scheduled to be 
almost here.  Whatever the case, most 
of us are tired of winter and “In the 
spring, a young man’s fancy lightly 

turns to what he’s been thinking about all 
winter” (from the film The Awful Truth c1937 ).     
 
And obviously, what we have all been thinking about 
all winter is what is going on with the Sherfield Park 
Community Association. 
 

The Centre Building 

The SPCA’s biggest physical asset is 
the Community Centre building 
itself.  I would be thrilled to be 
able to report that the lease 
for the building with the 
borough has finally been 
completed.  But I cannot.  
Gylmphyx (the 
Phoenician god of 
bureaucratic hiccups) has 
struck again.  I will make 
two promises.  The first to 
work to see this effort 
through to a successful 
completion.  The second, not to 
make any more predictions again.  
Ever. 
 
On the positive side, the planning application to 
modify one-half of our changing room area, turning it 
into a general purpose meeting room has been 
submitted and we expect approval in March.  We have 
received bids for the construction work itself and two 
of the bids appear to be within our budget.   The 
trustees will have discussed the bids and made a 
decision on how to proceed at our February meeting. 
 

The Programme 

We are proud of the various events that we can 
support.  Whether it is dance, exercise, things for the 
kids or things for us older folks, there is a current 
programme that is designed to serve you, the residents.  
Look on our web page or Facebook for details, but the 
current programme is not the issue I’d like to raise. 
 
What can we do to improve our service to the 
community?  What elements should we add to the 

programme?  Remembering that any service or event 
that you might suggest will have to be supported by 
volunteers or be commercially viable as appropriate.  
Please think about this and let us know at the email 
address below of your ideas about how we can better 
serve the community. 
 

Outside the building 

While the centre building is obviously the centre of the 
SPCA’s activities, the NISA shop is also 

something we’d like to support.  And 
there is Fish and Chips on 

Wednesdays and Pizza on 
Fridays.  The SPCA has, in the 

past, also sponsored theatre 
trips to London. 
 

Outside the box 

All of this is designed to 
get the ideas flowing.  Let 
us know what you think 

the SPCA should be doing 
or doing more of.  It’s 

spring.  Get those juices 
flowing. 

 
 

 
 
Stephen Levin 
Vice Chairman 
Sherfield Park Community Association 
01256 883967 
communications@sherfieldparkcomunity.co.uk 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

  Sherfield Park Matters               

mailto:communications@sherfieldparkcomunity.co.uk
http://sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk/
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O 
ver the last month the volunteers 
have finished their winter tasks: 
cutting back the withies along the 
Track on Middle Green, clearing 
the unsafe willows along the west 

side of the Glade, burning the pile of roots in front 
of the Plantation, clearing up the mess left by the 
water board contractors in front of Summerfield, 
clearing the trees and undergrowth adjacent 
to the Community (cricket) Pavilion in 
anticipation of the new storage 
building and removing the old 
structures.   

Then the snow, ice and 
wind hit the village at the 
beginning of February.  
There was a lot of 
damage to the “crack” 
willows and other 
trees in different 
areas of the Green, 
so the volunteers 
have been setting 
to and making 
them safe.  When 
this is done, the 
work on the area 
behind the Sports 
Pavilion, as 
specified in the 
Notice of Intent 
approved by BDBC 
and agreed by the 
Parish Council, will 
start.  The residents of 
Poplar Close, whose 
gardens back on to the 
area, have had leaflets 
delivered to them, explaining 
the work which is going to be 
done.  

 

Two more log 
piles have 

been 
created in 
the 
Glade 
using 

wood 
from the 

broken 

branches.  
These will act 
as refuges 
for insects, 
amphibians. 
  The 
undergrowth 
in this area, which 

is mainly 
brambles at 

this time of year, is also being left 
for the small mammals and 

birds.   

 

Two more Trails for the 
Village Green are now 
available.  One on 
Fauna and one on 
Butterflies.  All the 
creatures have been 
observed on the 
Green during the 
year.  There are 
copies available 
from House 
Twenty8 and more 
can be downloaded 
from the Parish 
Council website.  
We hope these will 
be enjoyed and be 

informative for 
children and parents.    

 

Spring is on the way.  The 
snowdrops are appearing, 

as in the picture.  200 spring 
bulbs were planted in the Burial 

Ground in the Autumn by 
volunteers and they should be 

flowering soon.   

 

New volunteers to assist on the mid-week sessions 
are always welcome.   

Please ring John Attwood 881760 if you would like 
to help. 

Pamela Darker 

Village Green Volunteers 
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T 
he borough council is launching an 
initiative (p31) to raise awareness of 
the ways in which everyone can do 
their bit to maintain good air quality 
in the borough. Clean Air 

Basingstoke and Deane is encouraging residents to use 
their vehicles less, to stop idling their car engines and 
to think about the ways in which they can reduce 
pollution in their own homes.  

Cabinet Member for Regulatory Services and the 
Environment Cllr Hayley Eachus said: “There’s lots 
that we are doing as a council to help reduce air 
pollution. But everyone needs to do their bit. Vehicles 
are the main source of air pollution, so think about 
how you might be able to use your car less. Could you 
walk to the shops, take part in a car share, or use public 
transport more regularly? Even pledging to drive just a 
few miles fewer each week can add up to make a big 
difference. When you need to drive, please think about 
how you’re driving. Idling contributes to toxic 
emissions in the air we breathe both inside and outside 
your car. Simply switching your engine off and on 
again will help to reduce air pollution.”  

Unfortunately for us in the rural communities this is 
not so easy.  We have recently seen a reduced service 
of the Stagecoach Number 14 bus implemented which 
has caused no end of issues for students, commuters 
and the more mature residents in our community who 
completely rely on public transport.   

Our Hampshire County Councillor Rhydian Vaughan 
MBE managed to get a reprieve on the timetable and 
got the reintroduction of the 4.10pm bus.  But, this was 
not published on the 
Stagecoach website 
and caused 
confusion for the 
users.  

And, it is likely 
that cuts to the 
service could be re-
implemented in April when there is another review.  
Where is the sense in that? 

The 14 bus needs to provide a frequency which offers 
a reasonable out and return service. A bus service 
should be predicated on meeting the needs of residents 
and encouraging them to travel.  The current timetable 
does the opposite with sometimes a 3 hour wait if you 
are unfortunate to miss one! 

I have two 
examples.  An 
elderly parishioner 
from Sherfield who 
recently attended the 
Clift surgery was able to 
use the bus to attend an 
appointment at noon but had to wait in the 
surgery until the 2.22pm to return to Sherfield.   

The second example is a student who started QMC in 
September last year, a season ticket was purchased for 
£680 from Sherfield to Basingstoke for 5 days a week. 
With the new timetable she, and others, have at least a 
2 hour wait in town until the next bus; or a 2 hour wait 
at college on the way in, if she does not start at 8.30am. 
Therefore, a parent is having to drive her into college 
at least 4 days a week.  Catching the train from Bramley 
is not an option as the buses are not frequent enough 
between Bramley and Sherfield. 

With new housing in Bramley, Redlands and East of 
Basingstoke and the revamp of facilities including a 
cinema at Chineham, the current 14 service would fail 
to offer people access. 

And then there is the Level Crossing at Bramley.  Signs 
have been installed requesting drivers to cut their 
engines and with queues getting even bigger whilst the 
barrier is down not all drivers do this.  Thus, creating a 
bigger problem, which isn’t going to go away. 

So, with the Basingstoke and Deane Transport Strategy 
and Hampshire County Council’s concerns about 
traffic and air pollution it would be better to improve 
the quality of public transport so as to meet people's 
needs, encourage greater use and thereby reduce the 
number of car journeys and air pollution.   

Why don’t they just connect the dots and have some 
joined up thinking?! I am frustrated about this, are 
you? 

If you have a view on this please contact me on email 
cllr.venetia.rowland@basingtoke.gov.uk or visit my 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
BramleyandSherfield/ 

Borough Councillors Page—Venetia Rowland 

Initiative is a breath of fresh air – or just all hot air? 

mailto:cllr.venetia.rowland@basingtoke.gov.uk
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A 
t Four Lanes 
Infant school we 
had a very 
successful Fun Fit 
event where we 
had to do exercises 

and our families sponsored us. We have raised over 
£2000 towards our new outdoor classroom. 

We have also been learning the ‘Sign to Sing’ song by 
Take That, ‘Greatest Day’. We have all learnt the 
words and signs and to sing it together in assembly.  

In Year 2 we have been making clay pots as part of 
our Kenya topic. We made clay pots by flattening a 
piece of clay and shaping it into a circle for the base. 
Then we made long sausage shaped pieces and coiled 
them around in a circle around the outside of the base. 
We then put a little water around it to make it join 
together. Finally we left it to dry. We drew on a strip 
of paper our animal print patterns (we drew a cheetah 
design) and then painted them on our clay pots. In 
Maths we have been learning about 2D and 3D 
shapes. You can’t pick 2D shapes up, they are only on 
an image or on a piece of paper. You can pick 3D 

shapes up as they have faces. We have been counting 
the vertices, edges and faces of 3D shapes.  

Year 1 have finished their topic on Jack and the 
Beanstalk. They have made diorama boxes from shoe 
boxes to show the story of Jack and the Beanstalk, 
making props and the characters to go in it. They had 
an exciting trip to the Anvil to watch the Big Sing, 
‘Barnaby Bear Goes to Sea’. The children had learnt 
the songs in school and joined in singing them with 
other schools. The children took their teddies too! 

In Year R they have finished their Transport topic by 
making their own go-karts and they raced them in the 
playground. They had to explore which shapes were 
the best for making wheels. Which shape do you think 
they used? In RE they have been thinking about 
people who are special to us and who is special to 
Christians.   

 

Evie Staines & Harry Western 

  News from Four Lanes Infant School 
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MEDITATION CLASSES 
 

Are you in need of some quiet, relaxing ‘time 
out’? 

Regular meditation can help to relieve stress, 
reduce anxiety and give a feeling of overall 

good health and wellbeing. 

All my classes are held in Sherborne St. John; 
pre booking is essential as spaces are limited. 

Please contact Angela on 07375 471766  
or email angela@purereiki.net 

 
 
 

mailto:angela@purereiki.net
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A 
t our recent planning meeting for the 
year, with our theme of Music and 
Society in mind, we decided to hold 
two extra meetings about music, apart 
from our annual Wine, 

Women and Song evening.  One 
will be about how music affects 
our lives in terms of wellbeing 
and possible dangers and the 
other will focus on ceremonial 
music (weddings, funerals etc) 
and western musical tastes.  As 
Poland is our theme country this 
year, we will celebrate with Polish 
food and talks from our member 
who is of Polish origin.  We will 
also be watching the film ‘Ladies in 
Lavender’ which is about a talented Polish 
violinist.  Our Easter meeting will be about Easter in 
other countries and eating some typical Easter food.  
We also have our favourites lined up – ramble, safari 
supper, play reading and Christmas party. 
Our first proper meeting in February was a Hat 
Evening.  We wrote topics for discussion on pieces 
of paper and placed them in a hat and they were 
then drawn at random.  The first one we discussed 
was ‘Are we any happier than our parents’ 

generation with our better 
healthcare, more wealth and better food?’  We 
decided that in some ways we are, but there is a lot 
more stress and anxiety these days caused by 

pressure to conform and acquire the 
many more things available that did 
not exist years ago.  Other topics 
included: whether manufacturers 
who use robots should pay 
National Insurance or another 
form of tax; the future of electric 
cars and driverless cars; whether 
all shops should have to charge 
for plastic bags, not just the large 
chains; should universities allow 
no-platforming; and should a 
wall be built between the USA 
and Mexico?  These questions led 
to much lively discussion and a 

few diversions like, would you remove your kit on a 
nudist beach?! 
Our next meeting will be the first of our music 
evenings when we discuss how music affects our 
lives. 
For details please ring me, Gill, on 882106. 

National Women's Register 

M 
ost people associate bell ringing 
with church services but did you 
know that church bells have al-
ways contributed to life beyond 
the church and that many ringers 
are not regular church goers?   

People of all ages enjoy ringing and often do so for 
many years.  Strength, musical ability and mathematical 
skills are not required.   

Sherfield church ringers are a friendly band looking for 
new recruits.  No previous experience is needed.   

If this could be you, please call Chris Ford on 01256 
470174 to arrange a no obligation visit to see us ringing 
and to find out more.  

Could you ring traditional English bells? 

Polska 
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A 
mazing to think we’re now into 
Spring and Mother’s Day is fast 
approaching. Following on from the 
successful Drama 4 All and Harry 
Potter events, 2nd April we have an 

event for adults entitled ‘Who Killed Pamela Ware’. 
Commencing at 6.30pm, the evening takes the 
form of a presentation by former police officer 
Graeme Sheppard expounding his theories about 
the crime.  Tickets costing £3 can be obtained 
from the library or the online shop. Should be a 
very enlightening evening.  

All our regular adult activities will take place this 
month, with the crime reading group on 16th 
March and the general reading group on 30th 
March, both meeting at 10.30am. The writing 
group will meet on 7th March from at 5.30pm. The 
Stay and Play reading group for pre-school parents 
meets on 13th March. Both these groups would 
particularly welcome new members.  Age Concern 
will continue to offer computer tuition for the over 
50s on Wednesday mornings. To book places 
please contact their office on: 01256 423874 and 
availability is good at present.  

Children’s activities also continue in their normal 
pattern. Rhymetimes take place on Tuesday 
mornings, with sessions for under ones at 10am 
and over ones at 11am. Saturdays there is a craft 

session on the 
first Saturday 
of the 
month to 
drop-in 
between 10 
-12, and all 
other weeks 
we hold pre-
school storytime at 
11am. Construction Club 
providing Lego and Duplo to play with runs from 
2.00 – 3.30pm every Saturday. The Chatterbooks 
children’s reading and craft group will meet on 14th 
March at 3.45pm. Places for the next term’s code 
club can be booked via the library.  

We hope to see you in the Library soon and 
remember to check social media for the latest 
details of our activities. 

We hope to see you in the library soon. 

Cathy Foster 

0300 555 1387  

Chineham Library 

Initiative is a breath of fresh air  

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council is encouraging residents to make a resolution to reduce air pollution.  
The council has launched an initiative to raise awareness of the ways in which everyone can do their bit to 
maintain good air quality in the borough.  
Clean Air Basingstoke and Deane is encouraging residents to use their vehicles less, to stop idling their car 
engines and to think about the ways in which they can reduce pollution in their own homes.  

Small changes can add up to make a big difference. Vehicles are the main source of air pollution, so try taking 
public transport when possible, think about car sharing or commit to walking or cycling short journeys instead of 
driving.  

Visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/clean-air or follow @BasingstokeGov on social media to find out about all the 
ways in which you can do your bit to maintain and improve air quality in the borough.    

For further information on this release please contact: Helen Morton, Communications Officer, on  
01256 845634 or email Helen.morton@basingstoke.gov.uk  

 

http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/clean-air
mailto:Helen.morton@basingstoke.gov.uk
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G 
etting behind our police officers 

At the beginning of the year, I set 
out "Our Plan" for North East 
Hampshire - including providing 
local services that make our area 

greener, cleaner and safer. I wanted to focus this article 
on what I'm doing in Parliament to help make this 
happen - and I want to hear from you on 
your views too. 

On 5th February, I voted for 
plans brought forward by 
the Home Secretary to 
increase total police 
funding by £970 
million. This, 
together with a £2 
a month increase 
in the police 
precept on council 
tax bills, will see 
funding for 
Hampshire 
Constabulary go up by 
£25 million in 2019 
compared to 2018. This means 
more police officers, more 
investigators, more PCSOs and more 
people out on the streets keeping us safe. I think we 
can go even further, though, so I’d like to hear from 
you – would you be willing to a bit pay more, or are 

there other things within the 
current budget which could be 
reduced? 

You’ll remember that we presented 
a petition to Parliament last year calling for greater 
action on unauthorised traveller encampments. I made 
it clear to Ministers that the current laws are inadequate 

and I’m delighted to say that they are 
listening. On 6th February, the 

government announced it 
was considering changes 

to the law which 
would, among other 

things, scrap the six
-vehicle threshold 
before police 
powers can be 
used and make 
‘intentional 
trespass’ a criminal 

offence. If this is a 
change you’d like to 

see, please sign and 
share my new petition to 

keep the pressure on. You 
can find it at ranil.uk/travellers 

Please also feel free to write to me with any 
ideas at email@ranil.uk and remember you can always 
meet me at my regular Tell Ranil events – details, as 
ever, on my website.  

A View from Westminster—Ranil Jayawardena MP 

T 
he latest cold calling - Loft insulation 
scams 

Trading Standards and Hampshire 
Police have been receiving 
reports of companies 

which are actively cold calling on elderly 
residents, quite often using scare tactics 
and misinformation to pressure them to 
sign up for a loft insulation spray foam. 
This foam is unnecessary for homes, and 
the homeowner will be charged thousands 
of pounds. The people they target are not 
being advised of a cooling off period (14 days) 
or their consumer rights once they have signed up, and 
then contractors will turn up the very next day to do 
the work.  

Once the foam sets it traps moisture so the wood in the 
roof starts to rot, meaning the foam will need to be 

removed. Not only will the homeowner have paid 
thousands for the unnecessary work, they will then 
have to pay thousands to remove the foam, then pay 

again for repairs.  

These companies have websites and are 
registered on Companies House, but this 
is no means a confirmation that they are 
reputable. Trading Standards are 
investigating these companies, and have 
seen company directors jailed in the 

past. 

Our advice is to never buy at the front door, 
and never feel pressured to accept an 

appointment from someone who has telephoned you. 
Always seek the advice of a trusted friend, relative or 
neighbour, or if you have no one to ask, please call 
Hampshire Police on 101 or the Citizens Advice 
Consumer Service on 03454 04 05 06. 

Hampshire Constabulary Crime Prevention Advice 
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N 
ew Seating at the Recreation 
Ground 

The Parish Council has obtained 
several quotes for the purchase 
of two new picnic tables for use 

at the Recreation Ground. We are applying to 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council for 
financial help with purchasing these tables and we 
sincerely hope that everyone in the village will use 
and enjoy them. 

Speeding concerns 

Following the traffic survey recently carried out by 
Hampshire County Council, the Parish Council is 
pleased to report that it has received an offer of 
funding from the County Council to help purchase 
some new equipment such as a speed sign or a speed 
limit reminder for the village.  

The Stratfield Saye Educational Foundation 

The foundation was established by George Pitt in 
1739 and provides grants for children and young 
people under the age of 18 in the parishes of 
Stratfield Saye and Beech Hill.  

All claims, with 
accompanying 
receipts, for extra 
curricular activities, 
where not provided by the 
Local Education Authority, will be considered 
sympathetically. The grant is not means tested and 
available for activities such as music and swimming 
tuition, residential and study courses, text books and 
special equipment etc. Applications for grants should 
be sent to: Andrew Speed, Wellington Estates Office, 
Stratfield Saye RG7 2BT.  

Meeting Dates 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be in the 
Stratfield Saye Village Hall on Monday 13th May 2019 
at 7pm for the Parish Council AGM. An ordinary 
meeting will follow at 7.30pm.  

Louise Webb 

Clerk to Stratfield Saye Parish Council  

07771 727547 

clerk@stratfieldsaye-pc.gov.uk 

Stratfield Saye Parish Council News 

Crime Figures from December 2018 
Please visit www.police.uk/shape/EVhKif/ for more information including 
outcomes for these crimes and contact information for your local policing team  
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West Green Road  
Hartley Wintney  

RG27 8LP 
 

Open June (date varies) to late September for 
Pick Your Own & Picked fruit, vegetables and 

flowers including Strawberries, Tayberries, 
Currants, Gooseberries, Raspberries, New 
Potatoes and Asparagus; local Honey, Free 
Range Eggs and Homemade Jams and Ice 

Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, and to place 
orders or visit  www.westgreenfruits.com 

https://www.police.uk/shape/EVhKif/
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C 
hineham WI like to arrange an annual 
dinner in February and this year we are 
visiting the new Côte Brasserie in the 
centre of Basingstoke.  I'll report back 
next month because I'm writing this 

before the event!  In March we have an extra meeting 
together with other local WIs at the Loddon Vale 
Bowls Club.  The speaker will be Mr Alan Krasno, 
head vet and owner of The Barn Animal Hospital.  We 
also have the monthly lunch club, gardening club and 
Scrabble evening as well as the regular monthly meeting 
at Christ Church.  Our regular monthly meeting in 
March features a talk about The Polar Bear.  We have a 
"Snowy Scene" photography competition on the same 
evening.  After all the snow we had in early February, 
I'm expecting a lot of entries! 

If our sample programme below appeals to you, why 
not come along to our meeting on Monday, 25 March 
at Christ Church, Reading Road, Chineham RG24 8LT 
at 7:30 pm?  We'd love to meet you!  Your first visit is 
free and the annual subscription is £42 which includes 
up to 11 monthly meetings and six WI Life magazines, 
plus the opportunity to join in with our other social 
events and clubs.  You're sure of a warm welcome and 

a fun evening!   

 

We can't wait to meet 
you.  Come and see what 
you've been missing!  

Future meetings include:  

25 March 2019  The Polar Bear  

15 April 2019  Canals 

20 May 2019  Pudding and Pimms evening 

 

Pam Malcolm  
Treasurer, Chineham WI  

Women's Institute - Chineham  

Farleigh Wallop Woodland Walk 
With spring on its way, it’s the perfect time to plan a wonderful day out at the St. Michael’s 

Hospice Woodland Walk taking place around the beautiful Portsmouth Estate, Farleigh Wallop 

on Sunday 7th April. 

With stunning views across the rolling Hampshire countryside, blooming bluebells and the 

opportunity to walk your dog whilst spending quality time with friends and family, there is no 

better way to start the new season. 

Starting from 9.30am, there are two routes, 5 or 10 miles which both guarantee to give you a superb day out, 

followed by a delicious cream tea in the impressive setting of Home Barn. 

Laura Hughes, Events Manager at St. Michael’s Hospice said “As our first Hospice event of the year, we can’t 

wait to welcome our walkers to the Portsmouth Estate to enjoy a wonderful day out in the Hampshire 

countryside. We are extremely privileged to have access to the prestigious estate and we can’t wait for our 

supporters to explore the estate in full bloom. As with all our Hospice events, the funds raised are essential to 

our work at the Hospice where this year we will need to raise £3.1 million to keep our vital services running.” 

For further information about the Woodland Walk and all Hospice events, please visit: 
www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk/events. You can also contact the Events team at 
events@stmichaelshospice.org.uk or call 01256 848 848.  

Follow St. Michael’s Hospice on Twitter @smhbasingstoke and look out for 

#WoodlandWalk 
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Sherfield Village Hall Matters 
‘At the heart of our community for over 100 years’ 

 

  

Reg. Charity No. 1178256 

Hall Floor– The Problem  

With any old building, maintenance issues and costs 
often exceed preliminary investigation. At the hall, 
initial findings pointed to a blocked ventilation duct 
under the main floor being the cause of current 
difficulties.  However, removing the floorboards for 
further detailed inspection revealed a complicated 
historic problem.  The Garden Room’s concrete 
floor has hampered air flow under the whole 
building and has led to a build-up of dry rot. 

The Solution 
Timbers have now been replaced and treated and the 

wooden floor has been re-laid. Preventative work 
will soon begin to improve the underfloor ventilation 
from the rear of the building. 

Thankyou’s  
Thanks to Roger Fuller’s team for identifying the 
issue and for their long hours of careful work to start 
rectifying it. Thank you to all hall users for their 
flexibility and understanding. The Management team 
is grateful to the borough council for help with these 

costly improvements. Considerable contingency 
funds have been tenaciously built-up to cover 
unexpected costs but naturally this expenditure will 
make an impact on the hall’s reserves.   

Popular January Barn Dance 

An early sell-out, the Barn Dance was as successful 

as ever.  We danced to The Diatonics Ceilidh Band, 

led by local resident Derek Tarrant and the ‘caller’ 

was the excellent Ian Nichols. Trawlerman Fish ‘n 

Chips were served during the interval and a generous 

raffle pleased the lucky winners. Thanks go to all 

who helped make it such an enjoyable evening.  Do 

come and join us next year. 

Coffee Morning -Saturday 9 March 

10.45 Village Hall - All Welcome  

Support your Village Hall 

Join the £12 p.a. Donation Scheme 

E: friends@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk  

Hire the Village Hall 07468 427684 

wendygosden@hotmail.com 

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 
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Puzzle Page 

ACROSS 
1 New store keeps British ice-cream (6) 
4 Noblewoman wants pub on old 
headland (8) 
9 Request comes in to get engine part (6) 
10 Emit a fug perhaps and use it to 
disinfect (8) 
11 Gate of harbour by a lake (6) 
12 Chief of staff blasted lenient guard (8) 
13 Container in grate (3) 
14 One looks for member of 60s group?(6) 
17 Sly devil loses one pound then promises 
to pay (7) 
21 Occupier of temporary shelter outside 
centre ofGdansk (6) 
25 A chap to tease (3) 
26 One working with Norma on hill? (8) 
27 Nation accepts popular playwright (6) 
28 Going across river involves guts (8) 
29 Six vehicles for clergymen (6) 
30 Member of audience is unusally silent 
before the Queen (8) 
31 To give protection from French fiend, I 
must go(6) 
DOWN 
1 One gives direction to put name to 
letters (8) 
2 Kept quiet (8) 
3 Raised tax in east Leeds endlessly (8) 
5 One mistreats Jack and his employer? (6) 
6 After work I swallowed drug (6) 
7 Woman finds Pamela inebriated to some 
extent(6) 
8 Yes, elm could be suitable (6) 
12 Relish entertaining one with the 
Messiah (7) 
15 The German turned up for wine (3) 
16 Small building is closed first off (3) 
18 Calm about intravenous drug (8) 
19 Banter that’s not lasted well? (8) 
20 Emphasised puddings should rise (8) 
22 Con the healthy and prosper (2,4) 
23 Churned up salted deposits at river 
mouths (6) 
24 Girl engrosses soldiers with martial art 
(6) 
25 Leave a story for footballer (6) 
 
Set by Alberich (XC249010) 
www.alberichcrosswords.com 
Solution on p. 44. 
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T 
oday Morrison’s supermarket sits on 
part of the site where Thornycroft 
established their works when moving 
from Chiswick to Basingstoke in 
1898. The Thornycroft roundabout is 
close by. 

Garry Bone, a director of the Thornycroft Society, 

gave an insight of the changing fortunes of 
Thornycroft in a presentation to the Probus Club of 
Basingstoke. 

Thornycroft steam powered lorries were supplied to 
the British 
Army from 
the Boer War 
onwards, with 
commercial 
versions sold 
to many retail 
customers.  
Introducing 
petrol engines 
in the early 
1900s saw Thornycroft making cars until 1913 
henceforth concentrating on lorry 
and bus production. 

During WW1 over 
5,000 J Type lorries 
were produced 
with many 
adaptations. 
They also made 
marine engines, 
trench mortars, 
depth charge 
throwers and 
munitions. 

Post war saw surplus 
military vehicles depressing new orders 
but by the mid 1920s the company was rising again.  
Many orders for lorries came from railway companies 
with about half of the output exported. 

By the 1930s eleven models of lorries were reduced to 

turn round the loss making 
Thornycroft. In 1930 they had 
1800 employees reducing to 731 
by 1936 returning to 
profitability. 

WW2 saw Thornycroft working 24 hours a day with 
2,500 employees, over 800 being women. Specialist 
military vehicles were made, two pounder and 
17pounder guns, torpedo parts and many engine parts. 

2,000 Nippy and Sturdy lorries were made for 
civilian work. 

1948 saw the subsidiary company Transport 
Equipment (Thornycroft) Ltd formed.  The 
introduction of the Mighty Antar heavy duty 
tractor unit was very successful with the UK 
military using this vehicle in many guises as its 
main heavy transporter. 

Associated Commercial Vehicles (ACV) bought TET 
in 1961. Basingstoke would concentrate on the 

Mighty Antar, Big Ben and Nubian heavy duty 
vehicles.  Leyland Group bought AVC in 

1962, whose subsidiary, Scammell, also 
produced specialised lorries which led to 
reducing orders for Basingstoke. 

In 1972 British Leyland sold the 
Basingstoke works to the Eaton 
Corporation of Ohio. Employees  
reduced from 1,100 to 738 with the 

pledge to keep them in its transmission 
business. This did not last long as the last 

lorry was built in 1972 and the works sold in 
January 1973.  

(Bob Clarke is acknowledged as providing many of the 
above statistics) 
See www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com  

Probus hears about Thornycoft in Basingstoke 

http://www.alberichcrosswords.com
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Sherfield Park Community Centre 

Beauty & Pamper Afternoon 

Sunday 17th March, 1-4pm 

Stalls  

 
 

 

 

Plus many others, including beauty,  

candles & wellbeing products 

A range of ‘taster’ pamper treatments will be  

available on the day  
 

Café 

Serving a selection of sandwiches & cakes 

Tea, coffee & soft drinks 

or why not enjoy a glass of wine or Prosecco! 

Community Café  

Thursday lunchtimes  
11am-1.30pm 

Launching February 21st 

Easter Café  & Children's 
Activities 

Wednesday 10th & 17th April 

SAVE THE DATE 

Sherfest  

Saturday 13th July 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 
MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 

Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans available. 

1 Seal Road, Basingstoke,  
RG21 7NQ  

Tel: 01256 844663 

Stop Smoking Weight Loss 

Stress Management Anxiety 

Depression Self Esteem / Confidence 

Phobias        IBS 

Public Speaking ….   and more 

Noeleen Hornby 
Hypnotherapist APHP accredited 

Reg. Nurse 
NLP Practitioner & Life Coach 

Please contact me on: 
07793 050047 

www.personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net 

 

www.complete-pestsolutions.com  

http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
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Puzzle Solutions  

 
SHERFIELD  

& DISTRICT  

 SHOW 
Flowers, Produce, Crafts, Art & Photos 

Saturday 1 September 2019 

 

 
 

Please get in touch  

E: sherfieldshow@gmail.com 
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YOUR LOCAL TRADE 
PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR 

PLUMBING, HEATING & 
ELECTRICAL NEEDS  

FOR MORE DETAILS 
PLEASE CONTACT US: 

     Tel: 01256 880044   
MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: 
admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

mailto:admin@pscservices.co.uk
http://www.pscservices.co.uk
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You can advertise on this page for as little as £12.50 and get your 
business in front of  over 2000 homes in the local area.  

 

In times of  economic uncertainty it pays to advertise your business 
and to help you The Loddon Valley Link has actually reduced the price of  its 

small display ads. What better time to see your business here (and on the 
advertisers index and on the website)? 
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Advertisers' Index 

  

 
Building Construction and Contractors 

 
P. 

Access4Lofts 7 

Croudace Homes 33 

ITC Roofing 19 

Millbrook 46 

R T Mitchell 25 

Taylor Wimpey 33 

Worting House 35 

Computers  

Andmore Consulting 22 

SoL Computers 45 

Education  

Alton School 7 

Basing Tutors 46 

Willowdene Nursery School 9 

Funerals  

Alexander & Dry 43 

Ashbrook Funerals 39 

Haven Memorials 9 

Jonathan Williams 16 

Spencer & Peyton 9 

Garages  

Beech Hill Garage 37 

Blackbear Land Rover 51 

The Garage at Sherfield 39 

Health, Fitness and Beauty  

D & D Beauty 24 

Gwynne dental 19 

HIPP Pilates 37 

Italdent 45 

Noleen Hornby Hypnosis 43 

Purereiki 29 

S B Physiotherapy 25 

The Salon 7 

Tranquil Health & Beauty 14 

Workout2Music 29 

  

Small Ads 50 

  

Home and Garden  P. 

A Sewell 35 

AMS Mayfair 43 

Basingstoke Appliance Services 29 

Basingstoke Gas & Heating 23 

Basingstoke Window Cleaners 46 

Best of Flooring 22 

Bob Berry Fencing 33 

Complete Pest Solutions 43 

Country Framing 10 

Drain & Able 45 

Dudley's Cattery 37 

Fyne Flooring 24 

Garden Machinery Services 46 

GMK Decorators 46 

HGS Sherfield 14 

Horizon 46 

J Cook Landscapes 19 

Molegone 16 

Ovenclean 35 

Roots Landscaping 10 

Legal and Financial Services  

Edmonds Accountancy 17 

Eric Robinson 18 

Simmons & Sons 51 

Wills Chandler 23 

Plumbing  

A W Burt 25 

LFM Plumbing 9 

Niall Catlin 16 

PSC Services 45 

Pubs and Restaurants  

Four Horseshoes 18 

Shops  

Fox's Fridge 22 

The Shop 25 

Wellington Farm Shop 10 

West Green Fruits 35 
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Priest in Charge:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, email  
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Tuesday) 
 
Assistant Priests  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
sc.cedars@greenbee.net  
Rev. Ken Batt 01256 351592 
(Kenneth.batt@btinternet.com) 
 
Curate (priest responsible for Bramley and  
Little London:  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  
 
Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 
 
Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
lgoodall.work@gmail.com 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, Sherfield-on-
Loddon,  RG27 0JB  

Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Churchwarden: Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Treasurer: Dan Farrow 01256 882680 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
Organist: Brian Archer 01256 882099 
 

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
 

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

 
Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453 
rosyhannah@hotmail.com 

Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and 

Bramley - Church Officers 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles  

Tel. 01256 880559 
  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month 
Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. Requests are 

dealt with in order.  
Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 

Editor for the April edition -  Simon Boase 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 16th March 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee 
 
Chairman: Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379 
dgdawson@sky.com 
Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 
Jane Abrams  Deputy Chair and Editor:  
01256 881188 jabrams2226@gmail.com 
Simon Boase Editor and CTO 
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com 
Howard Perkins Editor 
01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 
Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 
Rev. Stephen Ball 
Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 

LynGiugovaz@gmail.com 
Claire Osborne 01256 324458  
guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk 
Brian Archer 01256 882099 
brianarcher@btinternet.com 
Carl Lesh 07863 656604  
carl.lesh@sky.com 
Clare Mould 01256 883967  
manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link 
Management Committee cannot be held 

responsible for the reliability or quality of any 
goods, work or services  

in this publication. 

Loddon Valley Link  
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Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 

881066  
882426 
07733 322457 
07585 578295 
882096 
882534 
465214 
882334  
07775 674869 
07554 430995 
07785 580456 
882798 
882798 
880903 
07867 547696 
882350  
882534 
882106 
101 
101 
880075 
882210 
882687 
423855 
882605 
882680 
882350  
883967  
07745 449626 
880075 
 
07468 427684 
07940 212441 
07585 578295  
842662 
 
881760 
881021 
07771 727547 
0118 933 2106  
882351 
 
882334 
07796 045944 
882453 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments 
Basingstoke Gazette  
Borough Council  
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr 
Brownies 
Breach Lane Chapel 
Catholic Church 
Clift Surgery Patient Group 
Cricket Club (Sherfield) 
Cricket Club (ST & HW) 
 
Evergreens                    
Football (Junior)              
Happy Faces Playgroup 
Loddon Players 
Loddon Quilters 
Lunch Club  
NWR   
Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk  
Police - Sherfield Park 
Poppies 
Post Office 
Rainbows 
Sherfield Community Care Grp  
Sherfield on Loddon Fete 
Sherfield & District Gardening Club 
 
Sherfield Park Community Centre 
Sherfield Park Parish Council 
Sherfield & District Show 
Sherfield Village Hall  
 Caretaker/Bookings 
 Management Committee 
 Trustee   
Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 
Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Green 
Volunteers 
Short Mat Bowls 
Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
Stratfield Saye Village Hall 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting 
Toddler Group 0-5s  
Tree Wardens 
  
Whist Drive  
 

Bob Weller  
Chris Horton 
Venetia Rowland 
Nick Robinson 
Liz Hawkins 
Geoff Belsham                            
Fr. Chris Rutledge 
John Darker 
Steve Dummer  
Steve Clarke (Chm) 
Martin Turvey (Contact) 
Jean Berntsen 
Fred Berntsen  
Viv Allway and Alison Smith 
Peter Francis  
Jacky Morgan     
Helen Belsham                           
Gill Fearon 
PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 
PCSO Krystof Nadvornik 
Natalie Larner 
 
Pam Luck 
Basingstoke NeighbourCare 
Bruce Batting 
Dan Farrow  
Andy Morgan  
Clare Mould 
Steve Vaux 
Natalie Larner                                  
 
Wendy Gosden 
Ivan Gosden 
Nick Robinson  
Karen Ross 
 
John Attwood 
Norman Stanley 
Louise Webb 
Linda Bishop 
Sheila Campbell (Chair) 
TBC                           
John Darker 
Cllr Diana Effiong 
Virgilius Vickers  
                      
 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
mailto:lgoodall.work@gmail.com
mailto:rosyhannah@hotmail.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:brianarcher@btinternet.com
mailto:carl.lesh@sky.com
mailto:%20manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced 
lady who cleans every corner. Ironing also available. References. Tel 07933 316989. 
mariacleaning@live.co.uk 

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, 
payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

PRIVATE CARER Mature female; DBS Certified; Public Liability Insurance. Patient and 
kind, offering personal care and assistance to the elderly in their own home. References 
available. Michelle 07776 255688. 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, re-
wires, lights etc.  No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, jce.morris@outlook.com   

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden 
maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 07713 470223. E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com 

CLASSIC TREE SERVICES All tree work, hedges, stump grinding and fencing undertaken. 
Fully insured, no obligation quotation. Contact 0118 3434491/07733 267673, 
classictreeservices@gmail.com or find us on Facebook.  

GARDENER REQUIRED Are you interested in helping me with my wildlife (garden)? If so 
please telephone 01256 881895. Hours and pay to be agreed. 

QUALIFIED PROFESSIONAL CARE Care and assistance in your own home. Kind, 
patient mature lady. DBS Certified and Public Liability Insurance. Full references available. 
Jess Abbott 07720 435294. 

PIANO FOR SALE  Reconditioned Yamaha U3 upright.  Black gloss finish, recently 
tuned.  For details please ring 01256-881797. 

PIANO LESSONS  Qualified and experienced teacher has vacancies for pupils, all ages, all 
stages.  Tel 01256 460344. 

INDEPENDENT LOCAL CLEANER, Trustworthy, Honest, Excellent service, Excellent rates.  

07407543891. *Saturday's only* .                 

ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 words. Anything from lost cats to small services. 

Just drop an email to:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
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