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Welcome to the March 2017 issue of the Loddon Valley Link. 

Lent will soon be upon us details of our special Lent services are 
repeated in this month's issue. On 26th March we have a parish 
Mothering Sunday service - to be held this year in Sherfield Park 
Community Centre. 

We are looking forward to celebrating the 900th anniversary of St 
Leonard's throughout the Spring Bank 
Holiday weekend of 27th-29th May. 
Planned events include a flower festival, 
exhibition, concert and special church 
service. This month Stephen Ball writes 
about what this event should mean to us; 
we will be looking forward to the future as 
well as celebrating the past.   

We continue the series of articles on the 
Barker family. This month focuses on an 
early local lady politician. Thanks once 
again to John Darker for contributing this. 

Sherfield School has provided an 
interesting article on life there, focusing 
particularly on extra-curricular activities. 

There are updates on the Sherfield Park 
shop and on the proposed Redlands 
development. Sherfield Park Parish 
Council has also provided a handy guide 
to social media to help keep you up to 
date with what is happening locally.  

Many thanks to Gillian Barlin for this 
month's cover photograph. As ever, do 
keep your photographs coming in for our 
covers. We are also always on the 
lookout for interesting feature articles. If you see any incorrect information (e.g. in the 
telephone numbers section) please let us know about that too. Please send all 
submissions to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk.  
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Services March 2017 

Wednesday  1st March Ash Wednesday 

10.00am Lent Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield 

7.30pm Holy Communion St James Bramley 

Sunday 5th March   Lent 1 

10.00am Holy Communion  St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

9.00am Sunday@nine St James Bramley 

10.30am Matins St James Bramley 

Wednesday 8th March   

10.00am Lent Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Sunday 12th March   Lent 2 

10.00am Morning Worship & St Leonard’s Sherfield 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

9.00am Sunday@nine St James Bramley 

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

Wednesday 15th March   

10.00am Lent Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Sunday 19th March   Lent 3 

10.00am Holy Communion &  St Leonard’s Sherfield 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

8.30am Holy Communion Little London 

10.30am Together in Worship St James Bramley 

Wednesday  22nd March   

10.00am Lent Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Friday 24th March     

4.15pm Messy Church Sherfield Park Community 
Centre 
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St Leonard’s Church Room is available for hire 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The new church room is a light modern space with kitchen and toilet facilities. 
Suitable for meetings or children’s parties.   

For more information about hiring please contact:  
admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk 

01256 882788 

Services (con) 

Children are welcome at all our services. Services in italics are particularly 
geared to children and families. 

Sunday 26th March Mothering Sunday Lent 4 

10.00am 
 

Together in Worship -all 
age service 
* No Service at St 
Leonard’s * 

Sherfield Park Community 
Centre 
 

10.30am Family Service St James Bramley 

Weds 29th March     

10.00am Lent Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Sunday 2nd Apr   Lent 5 

10.00am Holy Communion  St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

9.00am Sunday@nine St James Bramley 

10.30am Matins St James Bramley 

mailto:admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk
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Thursday 2
nd  

March 7.45pm House Group & Bible Study at 7 Pound Close, 
Bramley 

Friday 3
rd 

March 10.30am Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 5
th 

March 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Friday 10
th 

March 10.30am Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

Saturday 11
th 

March 2pm Through the Roof Club led by Geoff Belsham 

Sunday 12
th 

March 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

Friday 17
th 

March 10.30am Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 19
th 

March 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

 Sunday 19th March 3pm Joint Fellowship Tea and Evening Service at 
Alton 

Friday 24
th 

March 10.30am Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 26
th 

March 10.30am Family Worship 

Sunday 26
th 

March 6pm Contemporary Worship at St Andrews 
Methodist Church 

Services for March 

Breach Lane Chapel 

Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534/07519 708416 

Transport is available for all events at the chapel 

The One Stop Shop and 
Post Office in Bramley 
closed for refurbishment 
on Saturday 18th 

February, and will not reopen until 
Thursday 9th March. The work will 
include the reduction of the storage area 
in order to create additional retail space.  

An alternative convenience store is the 
Sherfield Shop. Post Offices can be 
found in House Twenty8, Sherfield and in 
Chineham Shopping Centre.   

 

Thanks to our MP Ranil Jayawardena for 

alerting us to this information. 

Bramley One Stop Shop and Post Office  
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Dear Friends, 

This is the time of year when couples who 
will marry in our churches meet with us to 
plan their services. Last year, in my 
wedding talks, I spoke about choices. There 
are lots of choices to be made when 
planning a wedding - cost, venues, flowers, 
colours etc. Beneath the surface of these 
‘minor’ choices, however, there are much 
bigger life changing ones. At the very 
beginning of any relationship there is, of 
course, the choice to be together. I must 
admit that I was not really aware of that 
when my wife and I ‘fell in love’. We were 
so ‘in love’ that I find it difficult to identify 
moments of actual choice; we just know 
that we chose each other and here we are.  

Unsurprisingly, following the choice to be 
together, what young couples have rarely 
thought about is what will keep them 
together. It comes as a bit of a surprise to 
them when I talk about the choice to love, 
though not for the parents and older family 
members. Most reading this will be familiar 
with all the ups and downs of life, especially 
married life, whether observed or lived out. I 
really haven’t met the perfect couple yet 
and if I did I would be quite suspicious. 
There are periods in the lives of many, if not 
most couples (or other relationships) when 
the twists and turns of life lead to a place 
where circumstances can feel so difficult 
that it is hard to know how to go on. These 
are times when such strain is put on a 
relationship that the initial choice to be 
together simply isn’t enough. Something 
more is required.  

The ‘more’ is the choice to love - a very 
easy thing to say but much harder to do. In 
our experience the rather frothy, breathless 
kind of love that brought us together is 
vastly different from the deep sustaining 
love that we share now. In the English 
language we only have one word to 
describe these different ‘loves’ but in the 
New Testament of the Bible there are more 

words and the 
differentiation is very 
clear. The most 
difficult of these 
words (agapé) has 
little to do with 
emotions and 
feelings and 
everything to do with 
choice. This love 
choice is sacrificial, 
self-giving; loving the other without measure 
and expecting nothing in return. In the best 
and worst of times it is the choice to listen 
to the other, weep with them, walk with 
them and hold them. It is sometimes easy 
and sometimes the hardest of choices 
especially if we feel hurt, misunderstood, 
helpless to do anything or unable to 
understand. 

The journey towards the agapé way of 
loving is best started from the very 
beginning of a relationship. As I suggest 
sometimes, “I love you until the end of time, 
I would give my life for you, I want the very 
best for you. I want all your gifts to grow, I 
want you to flourish and be everything that 
you are meant to be and I won’t ask for 
anything in return.” If both partners are 
intent on this way of life then both are giving 
away the total gift of themselves but both 
are receiving the total gift of the other. In 
reality this is the journey of a lifetime and, 
because we are not perfect, takes a 
lifetime, but it is so worth it. 

As Christians we understand this to be the 
way God loves us and asks us to love. 
Read 1 Corinthians 13 to see what else it 
says about this special kind of love. If you 
need a listening ear do call us. 

Every blessing as you choose to love. 

Stephen (Vicar)  

07943 014277 sb113lb@gmail.com 

Minister’s Letter 



Page 8 

Since the children are made of flesh 
and blood, it’s logical that the Saviour 
took on flesh and blood in order to 
rescue them by his death. By 
embracing death, taking it into 
himself, he destroyed the Devil’s hold 
on death. It’s obvious, of course, that 
he didn’t go to all this trouble for 
angels. It was for people like us. 

Hebrews 2 : 14—17    The Message 

Prayer for the Month 

Through this season of Lent, loving God, 
remind us that we are your children, your 
treasure. Show us that all our worship or 
any disciplines or sacrifices we may practise 
are not good works offered by us to you.  
Teach us rather that they are your gifts to 
us, reminding us whose we are, telling us 
that you were willing to go to any lengths - 
or depths - to tell us that we are loved, that 
we have value, we have purpose. 

Teach us, O God, to use Lent as your gift to 
us, to prepare us for Good Friday when we 
see again your giving up of your child.  So 
may we perceive more fully at Easter your 
great love. 

Amen. 

Prayer Points for March 

Pray for the awful wildness and violence 
that overwhelms people in so many 
countries. 

May God breathe his peace into the hearts 
of leaders and may great wisdom guide the 
efforts of those who try to encourage talk. 

Pray that God’s love may be shown forth in 
the world by all church communities. 

And bless the church communities in our 
Benefice. Give thanks for Stephen’s 
progress. Grant him insight, discernment 
and courage as he guides our annual 
meetings and plans for the coming year. 

Loving God, into the laughter and tears of 
family life pour the freshness of your 
presence, your aliveness, your tolerance. 

Hold before God those whose 
eyes are wet with tears, 
whose hearts are tense with 
pain, whose daily lives are 
not marked with the comforts 
we experience. 

Pause as you read this to 
pray for yourself... 

Prayer Page 

Sunday 26th March 10.00 am 

 

 

 

Sherfield Park Community 

Centre 

 Special service to say ‘thank you’ for mothers 
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Our March talk on the 20
th
 is being given 

by Derek Dexter who will be telling us 
how to grow and show fuchsias. Derek is 
almost self-taught having caught the 

fuchsia bug by accident.  He 
maintains a full-time job yet still 
manages to fit in growing 
fuchsias and as a member of the 
Woking Horticultural Society 
enters competitions at local and 
national level.  He has won many 
trophies including a silver-gilt 
medal at The Hampton Court 
Flower Show. The London Show 
lists him as 23rd out of the top 
70 growers in the country.  

 

Our April talk will be given by Marcus 
Dancer who will be telling us about 
‘Trees and Shrubs for Winter Interest’. 

For arrangements contact: 

Dan on 882680 or Andy on 882350 

Sherfield and District Gardening Club 

Fuchsia My Stacey - bred by our speaker 
Derek Dexter and named for his daughter. 
Photo courtesy of the New Forest Fuchsia 

Society. 

I am making my annual 
appeal for more people 
to help with keeping our 
church, St Leonards, 
clean for worshippers 
and visitors. 

It does not involve much 
time (currently two weeks 
in every sixteen, which 

would decrease if we had more helpers) 
and you do not need to be a church 
member - just someone handy with a 
duster and a vacuum cleaner who wishes 
to maintain our local church. We want the 
church wants to be regarded as a 
community resource, not just a place of 
worship only open on a Sunday -  
especially as we now have our lovely 
new extension (which can be booked for 
meetings by any community group).  

We are holding 
the annual 
meeting to 
organise the rota 
for the coming 
year on Monday 
8th May at 
7:45pm in the 
new church 
room. Coffee, tea 
and biscuits will follow the meeting.  

If you don’t feel able to be part of the rota 
we also welcome helpers who can be 
called upon in those rare occasions when 
someone phones in sick or has a 
domestic emergency. 

For more information contact Valerie 
Burrows on 01256 880087, Kay Pearman 
on 01256 882565 or email Valerie at: 
church@avbur.co.uk.   

Candle Wax and Cobwebs  

mailto:church@avbur.co.uk
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Parish Registers 
 

 

Funeral 

 

Donald Frost   16 February 2017 Sherfield-on-Loddon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 24th March 2017 

Theme - The Unforgiving Servant  

All welcome!  Lots of craft, worship and tea for the children   

4.15  Arrive, register, prepare for Worship 

4.30  Worship followed by craft activities 

5.15  Meal  - cafe style (finish at 5.30pm) 
 

PLEASE NOTE - IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU BOOK 

in order for us to plan catering and avoid wastage 

Please advise of any food allergies   

For more information and to book, please contact : 

Peta Alvares: padalvares@gmail.com or on Facebook: 
messychurchsol 
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Miles Elliott 

GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICES 

Phone/Fax:  
01256 882224 

Mobile:07810573479E-mail: 
miles.elliott@btinternet.com 

Servicing 
Repairs 
Tuning 

Adjustment 
Sharpening 

Turgis Green 

Now’s the time for servicing 

 

Page 15 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

 

  

begins on ASH WEDNESDAY 1st March 

On this and all other Wednesdays in Lent 
there will be a short service of Holy 

Communion at St Leonard’s  

at 10.00 a.m. 

We shall hold these in the Church Room and 
invite everyone to share tea or coffee after 

the service 

  

Make a note of the dates...it would be good to see you at these brief 
reflective services as we prepare for Easter: 

Wednesday 1st March  Wednesday 8th March  

Wednesday 15th March      Wednesday 22nd March 

Wednesday 29th March Wednesday 5th April 
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Goddard’s Lane, Sherfield-on-Loddon, HOOK, Hants. RG27 0EZ 

The Garage at Sherfield 
www.thegarageatsherfield.co.uk 

MOT’s Cars and 
Motorcycles 
Service 
Diagnostics 
Repairs 
Air Conditioning 
Recovery 
 
Collection and Delivery 
service available. 

90% of 
our work 
is repeat 
business 

Tel: 01256 882271 
Mobile: 07812 939 498 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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Sherfield Village Hall 

Matters 

Reg.Charity No 272385 

 

 

‘At the heart of our 
community for over 

100 years’  

 

We could have danced all night! 

On Saturday, 28
th
 January, the 

volunteer Friends of SVH held 

their popular winter Barn Dance 

led by local band, Pitchfork.  

 “It’s the first time we’ve been to a 

Sherfield barn dance and some of 

us had never done it before. We soon got 

the hang of it and we hardly sat down all 

night. A friendly crowd and great fish ‘n 

chips.  Roll on next year!” 

Thanks for coming and making it such a 

good night out. Next year’s Barn Dance 

will be on Saturday 27
th
January with 

Diatonics Band.          

volunteers 

To help at village events: 

- please fill in the volunteer form on the 

website.  Or  phone Natalie on 01256 

880075 

Please let us know what you’d like us 

to put on at the hall.  

 

 

Visit Our New Website 

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk

See the full listing of facilities, regular 

clubs/activities & events 

Hire an event space for your meeting, 
party or wedding 

Join a regular club/activity 

Volunteer & support events 

 

To Hire the Hall 

Tel: 07468 427684     

admin@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk

 

Forthcoming Events 

 

Village Coffee Morning 
Coffee, Cake and Company 

  Saturday 11
th

 March 11am SVHall   
 

Loddon Players 

27
th

-29
th

 April SVHall  
‘Out of Sight… Out of Murder’ 

Percy’s Plant Sale 

Saturday 13
th

 May SVHall  

Sherfield Fete 
Saturday 10

th
 June ~ Village Green 

Sherfield (Flower) Show 

Sunday 3
rd

 September SVHall 

Last Night of the Proms 

Saturday 9
th

 September SVHall 

Sherfield Beer Festival 

Saturday 30
th

 September SVHall 

John Kirkpatrick Carolling 

Saturday 2
nd

 December SVHall 

http://www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
http://www.viables.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=128.1509&tab=128&formaction=CMSPage
http://www.viables.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=126.383&tab=126&CMSPage&formaction=CMSPage
mailto:admin@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
http://www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
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      Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website:  www.molegone.co.uk 
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Instead of our 
usual monthly 
Meeting in 
February, 22 
Members of 
Sherfield-on-

Loddon WI attended our Annual Lunch at 
BCOT.  We enjoyed a delicious three-
course lunch – cooked and served by the 
cookery and catering students. Our 
thanks go to Helen Rolton for arranging 
this for us.  Unfortunately, Helen was 
unable to join us as she was unwell. 

Next meeting: Wednesday 1st March 
2017 at 2 pm, in Sherfield Village Hall. 

Speaker: Jan Blight    

Subject:  Dyeing and using natural fibres 

To find out more about us go to our web 
site – www.hampshirewi.org.uk and then 
click on Sherfield-on-Loddon. 

 

Ilene Iles 

Women’s Institute 

Sherfield Park will soon be getting its 
much needed and anticipated 
convenience store. By the time you read 
this, the leases should be signed and the 
shopfitting started. Physical signs of 
progress should be visible with internal 
fitting and flooring underway. The 
commercial chiller units are due to arrive 
from Italy at the beginning of March; 
stocking and merchandising will take a 
couple of weeks. The Sherfield Park 
Community Association (SPCA) remain 
optimistic that the shop will open by the 
end of March - for further updates and the 
current status keep checking our web 
page. 

We have had good responses to our two 
part-time vacancies. Interviews for the 
Admin Officer and Caretaker positions 
have taken place and we await 
confirmation of the relevant 
appointments. We should be able to 
introduce the new members of our team 
in March. 

Our 5 February Open House was a 
success. We met some new people, 

spoke to a few 
people and listened 
to others about 
what they wanted from their Community 
Association. Two individuals have 
indicated they would be interested in 
becoming trustees. We will be following 
up on this event with another in a couple 
of months, to help grow our presence in 
the community and hopefully get more 
people involved. 

And put 18 March on your calendar. The 
SPCA will be hosting its Annual General 
Meeting on that date. The format of the 
meeting is rather formal, but the new part 
is transferring over to an incorporated 
body. Per Section 22 of our Constitution 
and with the advice and permission of the 
Borough of Basingstoke and Deane and 
the Charity Commission, we will be 
dissolving the current non-incorporated 
SPCA and transferring its assets to a 
charitable incorporated organisation, a 
type of charitable company. It will still be 
called Sherfield Park Community 
Association.  

Sherfield Park Matters 

http://www.hampshirewi.org.uk
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The Four Horseshoes 
Old Reading Road 

Sherfield on Loddon 

RG27 2EX 

Tel: 01256 882296 

Email: info@the4horsehsoes.co.uk 

 
A warm welcome awaits you at our traditional village 

pub  

Quiz nights, live music events and much much more 

Skittle Alley/Function Room available.  

 Follow our Facebook page (thefourhorseshoessol) for all 

the info 
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A guide to Sherfield Park’s online 

channels 

Facebook is just the tip of the internet 
iceberg. In the completely democratic, do-
it-yourself world of digital 
communications, the reality is that there 
will never be just one place to get and 
share information. As a Council, our 
challenge is to understand what you use, 
and join those channels to talk to you.  

Here’s a guide to the digital channels 
your Council uses to share with Sherfield 
Park (as we see them today). 

Facebook Group: Sherfield Park, 

1,300+ members  

Currently the most active and 
popular place for news and information, 
this closed group has the advantage of 
volunteer moderators who review and 
approve posts before they go live. This 
screens out sales pitches or inappropriate 
content; the moderators will also shut 
down comment streams if exchanges get 
abusive.  The Council doesn’t run the 
page, but we do use it heavily to promote 
our activities and broadcast our news. 

Facebook Group: Sherfield Park, 230+ 

members  

Established by residents who objected to 
a moderated conversation; once you join 
there’s no vetting. We see little difference 
in content between the two, and many 
people belong to both. We post all major 
news items to both groups. 

Facebook Page: Sherfield Park 

Councillors  

In addition to posting news and promoting 
upcoming meetings here, we’re starting to 

use this page more as a repository of 
great photos from around the Park. Feel 
free to add some. “Friend” us to show our 
news in your feed. 

Facebook: Special Interest Pages  

Items for Sale is hugely popular amongst 
neighbours selling or trading items they 
don’t need any more. Examples of pages 
included are social, dog walkers, runners 
and business. The Council tends not to 
use these pages for promotion unless we 
have something of specific interest to that 
group. 

Parish Council Web Site 
sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk  

The official repository for minutes, notices 
and all the legal requirements of Council 
business. You can also find Councillor 
biographies, a guide to local attractions 
and advertisements for upcoming 
meetings or major news items. From here 
you can click through to our news page, 
or go directly to sppcnews.blogspot.co.uk 
We promote every story on Facebook, 
but it’s a good idea to visit here regularly 
in case you miss something. If you’re not 
a Facebook user, this is the critical page 
to bookmark for Council news. 

LinkedIn: Sherfield Park Colleagues  

Cllr Bencard recently launched 
this group to take advantage of 
an existing channel for 
networking across professional 

communities. We’ve already identified 
concentrations in IT, financial services 
and marketing communications, and are 
considering how to grow and use the 
network for residents’ benefit. 
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Nextdoor  

Originally called 
Streetlife in the UK 
(until its recent 

purchase by the U.S. company 
Nextdoor), this community networking 
application is hugely popular across the 
pond and news reports say it’s growing 
rapidly here. We’re sceptical it can unseat 
the established Facebook community, 
though it does have some useful built-in 
features like classified ads, lost and found 
and a recommendations section. Our 
page only has 25 users at the moment, 
but we’re tracking it to see if it gains 
popularity. 

What digital channels do you prefer? How 
can we communicate better with you 
online? Share your opinions with 
cllr.bencard@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.
gov.uk. 

 

Sherfield Park Council plans objection 

to Redlands extension 

The Sherfield Park Councillors decided at 
a planning meeting on 13 February to 
object to a planed additional to the wider 
Redlands development across the A33 
from Gaiger Avenue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glo Homes Ltd has applied for planning 
permission to build 17 four-bedroom 

homes on a two-acre site previously part 
of the grounds of an Edwardian manor 
house called Redlands. They would be 
part of the wider, already agreed 
Redlands development of 167 homes. 
Outline planning has already been 
submitted by a different developer for 150 
houses. 

The Council has objected to Glo Homes' 
application for three reasons: 

Access The application plans to use a 
single track dirt road which comes onto 
the A33 near the brow of the hill.  This is 
a very dangerous stretch of road with two 
multiple vehicle accidents in the last three 
months. We are proposing that this 
access road should be closed and that 
the site should use new access being 
developed for the larger Redlands 
development onto the Gaiger roundabout, 
following its planned upgrade. 

Density The council feels that there are 
too many properties for the size of the 
plot with no provision for green 
recreational space, and inadequate 
parking. 

Affordable housing.  Glo Homes 
proposes to provide a sum of money in 
lieu of the provision of affordable housing. 
To meet the Borough’s standard policy of 
40% affordable housing, however, their 
proposed development should provide 
seven two-bedroom affordable 
rent/shared ownership houses and 10 
market-priced houses. We believe that 
the community needs affordable housing 
and that this site can easily accommodate 
these homes. 

 

 

http://sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://sppcnews.blogspot.co.uk
mailto:cllr.bencard@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.bencard@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk
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St Leonard's Church 
Sherfield-on-Loddon 
is looking forward to 
its 900th 
anniversary, 27th - 
29th May (see p. 3 
for more details). 
Our Minister 
Stephen Ball has 
penned some 
thoughts on what it 
means for us.  

My prayer is that we will emerge from this 
year not simply having done our duty and 
paid our respects, but with a renewed 
vision of what it means to be the Church 
in this age and in this place. This 900th 
year affords us a unique opportunity to 
discover new avenues and aspects of our 
life and mission. 

It all starts with the question; “What is the 
900th anniversary all about?” Answer: it is 
primarily about celebrating God at work 
through his people gathered in Sherfield 
on Loddon as part of the wider church for 
the last 900 years. That is not to say that 
we cannot celebrate a whole gamut of 
facets, namely, the history, the building, 
aspects of human creativity and ingenuity 
and that we cannot express them through 
a variety of media. In fact, we are already 
preparing for that in a multiplicity of ways. 
Crucially, though, the root of everything 
we do, if we are to honour the original 
vision and be true to our continued calling 
today, is the proclamation of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and the salvation of his 
world. Without that root, which is still the 
same root planted by the founders of the 
church, everything we do is meaningless. 

The call, the vision and focus, the 
obedience and the commitment, the love 
and service of Christ, our role as Christ’s 
servants to a wounded and broken world, 

was the meaning of the founders when 
they came here and it is still the meaning 
of our recollection and celebration. This 
core foundation will need to be reflected 
in every word we utter, every plan we 
make and in every prayer and service we 
offer.  

In celebrating this anniversary It would be 
important not just to cite historical events, 
but to include significant ways in which 
the church has made a difference for 
good in each century. Asking how God 
was working would be an important link to 
the root theme. 

In our hospitality over the festival period 
we will focus on our service to the 
community. At a simple level, serving a 
cup of tea or baking a cake is a way of 
offing simple acts with the heart, love, 
mind and generosity of Christ, but it is 
also important to look for ways to perform 
acts of love and sacrificial generosity in 
the community that cost us both 
financially and in terms of time. I am 
deeply impressed by the way Hindu 
temples and festivals show extreme 
generosity to all comers by feeding them. 
It would be great if we ended the 900th 
year with people truly knowing who we 
are, whose we are, where we are and 
what we stand for. It is my prayer that, as 
people see God revealed in us, so they 
will come to their place of belonging in 
him. We have a huge opportunity both to 
connect with our history and historic 
calling as well as to understand what 
new, innovative and creative things God 
is calling us to in this next period of our 
life together. I have immense faith in the 
infinite possibilities of God revealed in his 
people gathered still in Sherfield, 
provided we make prayer and seeking the 
face and will of God our absolute priority.  

Stephen Ball 

St. Leonard's: 900th Anniversary 
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West Green Road, Hartley Wintney 
RG27 8LP 

Open June (date varies) to late 
September for Pick Your Own & Picked 
fruit, vegetables and flowers including 

Strawberries, Tayberries, Currants, 
Gooseberries, Raspberries, New 

Potatoes & Asparagus; local Honey, 
Free Range Eggs and Homemade 

Jams & Ice Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, & to place 

orders or visit    
www.westgreenfruits.com 
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For our last meeting we had as a topic 
‘Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner?’ – a fun 
light-hearted evening where we had to 
describe our dinner guest without giving too 
much away and the others had to guess 
who that person was. For example, we had 
a girl born in Dewsbury in 1929, an only 
child who became a Tiller Girl in the 1940s 
- someone guessed correctly that it was 
Betty Boothroyd, a former Speaker of the 
House, who was widely respected by all 
shades of political opinion.  Or who was the 
man born in 1943 in Sheffield who read 
history at Oxford where he met people who 
would join him in comedy sketches?  
Michael Palin.  We decided to ‘sit’ him next 
to another academic born ten years later 
who, having had a successful career in 
business and politics, became a train-loving 
traveller -  Michael Portillo.  Or what about 
a 53 year old female lawyer with two 
children who loves dogs and was born in 
Illinois?  Michelle Obama!  A younger 
choice was born in 1961, has a degree in 
zoology from Southampton and appeared 
on Celebrity Mastermind in 2011.  Another 
dog lover and former punk, he self-
diagnosed his Aspergers syndrome.  
Someone guessed that it was Springwatch 
presenter Chris Packham.  We were 

allowed to choose people 
who were deceased and 
after many clues we realised that another 
guest was Ernest Shackleton, a true hero 
who died in debt in 1921.  Someone chose 
a woman who was born in 1867 to a poor 
family, but she didn’t let that define her and 
she wanted to learn.  Her elder sister paid 
for her to go to university where she studied 
physics, chemistry and maths.  With her 
husband Pierre they discovered radium and 
won the Nobel Prize.  Of course, that was 
Marie Curie.  We ended up with 18 guests 
so the table was getting a bit crowded!  
Other guests included Kate Adie, Vera 
Brittain, Alexander McCall Smith and the 
Dalai Lama. 

Our next meeting is a Brazilian Evening 
when we will be bringing Brazilian food to 
share, doing a quiz and listening to talks 
about various aspects of the country. 

Later in March we are hosting a quiz in the 
village hall for our area.  We will have 
approximately 20 teams of four people and 
as well as setting the questions (eight 
rounds with ten in each), we will be 
providing a supper. Thanks to all those who 
came along to our practice session 
recently.  

NATIONAL WOMEN'S REGISTER 

Have you 
dreamed of 
having an 
allotment but feel 
you couldn’t 
manage a full 
plot? 

We have the 
answer. 

The Sherfield 
Allotment 
Association is in 
the process of 

building ten Easy Access raised beds, 
especially designed for the less able, which 
will be available  in the Spring. 

We are a friendly and sociable group who 
help each other and share a love of 
gardening. 

Come and enjoy the fresh air and the joy of 
growing your own. 

Other plots may also be available. 

If you would like further information please 
phone Bob Weller on 01256 881066 

Sherfield Allotment Association  
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Continuing our series of articles on the 
Barker family and local Victorian life, with 
thanks once again to John Darker 

Mrs Barker and Sherfield on Loddon 

Parish Council   

Part 1 

Both the current Sherfield on Loddon 
Parish Council and Sherfield Park Parish 
Council are fortunate to have Lady 
Chairmen in Cllr Venetia Rowland and 
Cllr Joyce Bowyer. 

However, when the Local Government 
Act of 1894 became law and established 
Parish Councils as a new tier of local 
government, the role of women was far 
from clear since it was not at that time 
considered appropriate for women to 
participate in public office. The first 

woman to be elected to Parliament as an 
MP was Nancy Astor in 1919 and by the 
Parliamentary Representation Act of 
1918 only some women over 30 were 
finally given the vote (40% of women). 
Only in 1928 did the Equal Franchise Act 
extend the right to vote to all women over 
the age of 21.  

It is hardly surprising that Lord Portal 
wrote in a letter to the local press in 1894 
the following. ‘By common law doctrine a 
woman is incapable of holding any public 
office, unless special provision be made 
to the contrary (Beresford Hope v Lady 
Sandhurst (1889), which decided that a 
woman could not be a county councillor). 
Lord Portal then concluded ‘although 
women are expressly enabled to be 
parochial electors, the new [Local 
Government] Act does not seem to make 
any "special provision" by which a 
woman could be Chairman of a Parish 
Meeting.' 

The Barkers and the local parish electors 
of Sherfield-on-Loddon were minded to  
defy such convention, especially as Mr 
Barker refused to be nominated saying  
‘he had given the thirty best years of his 
life to the parish and he was too old to 
begin new ways’ (he had retired as 
Rector).  At the Parish meeting on 1st 
December 1894 Mrs Barker along with 
five male candidates were confirmed as 
parish councillors. Mrs Barker was 
greatly respected for her commitment to 
the people of the parish, its church and 
its school and local charities, and her 
parties and entertainment for poorer 
neighbours.  She held ‘that a good laugh 
together does more to bring all classes 
into unity then twenty Acts of Parliament’. 

Mrs Barker was unanimously elected to 
the chair at the first meeting of the new 
council.  It is interesting to find that the 

The Barkers and Country Pursuits. 

A Lady Chairman - Mrs Barker 

Page 31 

subsequent business was very similar to 
that of today.  ‘Various items of 
improvement were brought forward. The 
footbridge over the Loddon at Wild Moor 
being in a bad state of repair, it was 
decided to postpone the matter to make 
further inquiries as to liability. With regard 
to the open ditch on the Green between 
the school premises and the Bramley 
road at times the accumulation of 
sewerage became a serious nuisance 
from the fact of its running through the 
piece of common land used by the 
children as a playground. Various 
suggestions were made and the matter 
was postponed for further consideration.  
Mr Kersley brought forward a motion on 
smallholding and Mr Jackson proposed 
that a committee receive applications and 
if necessary approach local landowners 
to acquire suitable land possibly from the 
Duke of Wellington. Lastly, the council 
decided to appoint an overseer in place 
of the churchwardens, thus making three 
overseers for the Parish. 

‘The meeting which closed at nearly ten 
o’clock lasted about three hours and was 
marked by a unanimity of feeling which 
testified to Mrs Barker’s tact and ability in 
the Chair’. 

After three ordinary meetings, the first 
Annual meeting of Sherfield Parish  
Council was held at the end of March 

1895. ‘Mrs Barker tendered her thanks to 
the Council for their support and further 
stated that she would give her assistance 
to the new Chairman should the Council 
not think fit to elect her. Mr Friend as vice 
Chairman then proceeded with the 
election and it was unanimously resolved 
to elect Mrs Barker as Chairman for the 
following year. Mrs Barker returned to the 
Chair and thanked the Council for its 
renewed confidence. Mr Friend was then 
unanimously elected to the vice Chair.  
He thanked the Council for the honour 
but stated that his duties were 
comparatively nil, owing to the excellent 
abilities and constant attention of the 
Chairman’. 

In her report, Mrs Barker noted ‘that six 
matters had principally occupied their 
attention 1) Appointment of Officers 2) 
Allotments 3) Small Holdings 4) Charities 
5) Care of the Green 6) Footpaths and 
Bridle-ways.' Additionally ‘ the cricket club 
was asked for the erection of temporary 
protection to the cricket pitch’.’ It was also 
resolved to provide a notice board for the 
use of the Parish Council that the public 
may have a better opportunity of seeing 
the notices than by the present method of 
posting such notices on the church and 
chapel doors’. 

John Darker  

The speaker from the charity DEBRA 
was unable to attend our February 
meeting, so we decided to test our brains 
with a few games of bingo. We also had 
a discussion where to go on an outing in 
the summer and after various 
suggestions the decision by those 

present was a trip to Bourton on the 
Water. Everyone enjoyed refreshments 
and biscuits followed by our raffle.  
The next meeting on the 6th March will 
be a talk by Collective Legal Solutions.  

Evergreen's Club report by May MacQueen 
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Meeting Dates 
 
The next Full Parish Council meetings 
are on 8 March and 12 April 2017, at 
8 pm in the Liddell Hall. Please check 
the parish noticeboards or the 
website for the agendas which are 
posted before the meetings.  
 
Annual Parish Meeting 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting is the 
meeting of residents of the parish.  It 
will be held on the Friday 12 May 
2017 in the Village Hall (provisional 
start time 7 pm).  This year the Parish 
Council is inviting representatives 
from local groups to contribute to the 
evening.  This could be by giving a 
short talk or by putting up a display 
explaining the group’s activities.  
Please contact the Clerk if you would 
like to be involved. 
 
Are there any areas of Parish Council 
activities which you would like more 
information on?  Let me know and we 
will see if we can fit some of these 
topics into the APM agenda. 

Dog Fouling 
 
Following last month’s 
comments, there are 
still problems with the 
disposal of waste 
bags. Used bags have 
been tossed onto residents’ land.  As 
well as making the village unsightly, 
this practice is a health hazard and an 
environmental issue,  One of our 
councillors has had to pick up the 
bags. The Parish Council has 
installed four dog waste stations 
around the Village Green and there 
are litter bins around the village.  
Please put waste bags into these 
bins, which are regularly emptied by 
our Litter Warden 
 
Catherine Ryle 
Clerk to the Parish Council 
Sherfield-on-Loddon,  
PO Box 6862 
Basingstoke RG24 4QZ    
Telephone: 01256 842662 
Email:  
clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 
 

Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 

March Update 

The Trust Fund was started by Keith 
Brant, during his mayoral year in 1993, to 
make small grants to sufferers of Multiple 
Sclerosis who live within the Borough of 
Basingstoke and Deane. We aim to help 
purchase items of equipment that will 
significantly improve your life. There is no 
limit to the number of times you can 
apply as we recognise that Multiple 
Sclerosis is a progressive condition and 

an individual’s needs may change. For 
more information and an application form 
please phone 
07974679039.  

The Keith Brant Multiple Sclerosis Trust 
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It used to be the case that schools were 
judged on academic performance, league 
tables and exam results. Whilst the 
importance of an excellent education has 
not dwindled, more and more parents are 
now looking beyond GCSE and A Level 
performance to find the right school for 
their child. Embedding in young people a 
well-rounded and healthy approach to 
life, which will contribute to a contented 
and happy adulthood, has been creeping 
up the agenda of both the government 
and the general public for quite some 
time. This has raised the importance of 
schools’ extra-curricular offering to an all-
time high. In 2017, it’s not enough for a 
school to have only their exam results to 
tempt prospective parents - they need 
more.  

At Sherfield School in Sherfield-on-
Loddon extra-curricular provision is a 
priority, with over fifty lunchtime and after 
school clubs for pupils to choose from. 
Every one of the school’s teachers is 
required to assist with the running of an 
extra-curricular club, creating a multitude 
of options for pupils. Whether it’s sport in 

the form of basketball, badminton or 
tennis, craft in the form of jewellery 
making or pottery, or something to 
challenge the mind such as chess or 
debating, pupils are spoilt for choice. In 
addition to those clubs offered by school 
staff, senior pupils have the opportunity to 
start their own extra-curricular activity - an 
example of which is the rowing club 
recently opened by a Year 12 pupil, 
available to years 9 and above.  

The school offers pupils who are at an 
elite level outside of the classroom - 
whether that be in sport, drama, dance or 
similar - the opportunity to join on a 

scholarship. Part of Sherfield’s 
scholarship offering is their partnership 
programme, which is run in conjunction 
with a number of local organisations. The 
partnerships enable those pupils who are 
excelling outside school to balance their 
training with their day-to-day studies. 

All-Round Excellence 
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Sherfield currently offers a wide range of 
partnerships, including golf, tennis, 
performing arts, ice skating and even 
flying, among numerous others.  

Pupils at Sherfield also have the 
opportunity to gain experience beyond 
the curriculum with a somewhat unique 
offering devised by Head Boy, Thomas 
Jenkins. Thomas’s idea was to place 
sixth-formers in lower year groups, where 
they would act as teaching assistants. 

The senior pupils then provide additional 
assistance to any pupils who need it and 
support the teacher in any way they can. 
The scheme is hugely beneficial to both 
sets of pupils and effectively combines 
education with work experience. It 
provides pupils with an insight into life as 
a teacher, it improves communication 
skills as pupils explain lesson content to 
their younger peers and it tests pupils’ 
own knowledge - with nowhere to hide 
should a Year 7 student start asking 
questions about that lesson’s algebra 
task!   

Further proof of Sherfield’s commitment 
to extra-curricular provision is the 
extensive career guidance they offer to 
senior pupils. Deciding what the step into 
higher education is going to look like is 
becoming more and more challenging for 
sixth-formers, with the variety of choices 
growing and universities competing 
aggressively with one another for 
students. Add to this the growing quantity 
- and quality - of degree level 

apprenticeships and it can be bewildering 
for young people. This makes the advice 
offered to sixth-formers more vital than 
ever. As a result, sixth-form tutors are 
available to support pupils throughout the 
year. The school’s Headmaster, Dick 
Jaine, also plays his part by staging mock 
university interviews for pupils who have 
applied to particularly competitive 
institutions or courses.  Sherfield 
welcomes regular guest speakers, 
including high profile leaders at 
multinationals such as Shell and KPMG, 
to talk to pupils about the world of work 
and what lies ahead for them post-
education. The school places such 
importance on pupils making the right 
choice that they are given six days a year 
to go and visit universities ahead of 
making their decision.  

Finally, pupils at Sherfield enjoy a vibrant 
social scene. For the school’s boarders, 
activities and school trips are laid on 
every weekend. These range from visits 
to Thorpe Park, Central London and 
sightseeing in Oxford, to on-site zorbing 

(the recreation or sport of rolling downhill 
inside an orb). The school’s facilities are 
also open to pupils, so if they do find 
themselves with some free time, there’s 
always the 75-acre grounds, tennis 
courts, music studio or media suite to 
keep them occupied.   

For further information, visit 
www.sherfieldschool.co.uk. 

http://www.sherfieldschool.co.uk
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The first new look Bramley and 
District Branch Royal British 

Legion meeting was held on Tuesday 10th 
January 2017 at Cross House in Bramley. 
We were very fortunate that Geoff Twine, 
who had served with the RAF Bomb 
Disposal Team, was able to give us a very 
interesting talk about the team's disposal 
activities in Wales, at the time of the 
investiture of the Prince of Wales. Rhydian 
thanked Geoff for his work ensuring the 
ordinance was safe as he had been on 
Parade as a Young Ensign with the Welsh 
Guards at the investiture.  

The Branch is still actively seeking an able 
bodied volunteer to take over from Jean 
Young as the Branch’s Poppy Appeal 

Organiser   As stated in last 
months article, you don’t have to 
be a current member of the Royal British 
Legion to apply for this position as we can 
fast track the membership for a willing 
volunteer. 

The next Branch meeting will be held at 
Cross House in Bramley (next to St James 
Church) on Tuesday 14th March 2017 
starting at  7:30pm. The subject of the talk 
after the main meeting will be on our 
Chairman John Delafield's service in the 
RAF.   

Steve Day – Branch Treasurer – 07341 
552732 

Royal British Legion - Bramley and District Branch 

Smear Tests 

GP Practices in Hampshire 
are urging women to attend 
their smear test. With better 
treatment, the Cervical 
Screening Programme and 
the availability of Human 
Papilloma Virus (the anti-
cervical cancer vaccination 
for young girls) the survival 
and prevention of cervical 
cancer has improved 
dramatically in the last decade.  

However, a staggering number of women 
are being diagnosed with cervical cancer 
every day. Sadly some will lose their battle 
against this terrible cancer. One of the 
biggest reasons for this is the failure of 
women to attend the screening programme 
(more commonly known as the smear test) 
when invited. This test picks up changes in 
the cells of the cervix before cancer has 
actually developed.  All women aged 25-49 
receive an invitation to attend every three 
years, and those aged 50-64 every five 
years.  

According to GP and cancer specialist Dr. 

Charlotte Hutchings, 'cervical screening 
prevents around 5,000 cases of cervical 
cancer every year in the UK. It is a concern 
that the take-up of tests by younger women 
is decreasing in North Hampshire. We need 
to educate women about the test sensitively 
so they can make an informed decision 
about whether to have the test. Screening 
is an important part of the fight for better 
cancer survival in the UK.' 

For more information about cervical cancer 
and the need to attend your smear test 
please go to the NHS Choices website: 
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cancer-of-the-
cervix/Pages/Introduction.aspx# 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cancer-of-the-cervix/Pages/Introduction.aspx
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cancer-of-the-cervix/Pages/Introduction.aspx
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Since the 
last report 
last 
December, 
there has 
been a lot 
of work on 
the Village 
Green by 
the 

volunteers, especially between the Jubilee 
and Golden Ponds.  This area had been 
neglected for over ten years so the build-up 
of brambles, broken and rotten branches of 
goat willows, all of which smothered the 
water course from the Golden Pond to the 
Plantation Road, had made it impossible for 
the contractors to clear the ditch and 
surrounding area.  The remaining 
vegetation and trees will benefit from more 
light and air.  It is good to see bulbs planted 
many years ago and completely covered till 
now re-appearing.   

Up to 17 volunteers have at various times 
joined in the working parties clearing this 
area and moving the cuttings from the 
clearance of the ditch behind the village hall 
and middle ditch in order that the  
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 
trained operatives can put them through 
their chipper. 

The volunteers who have had the chainsaw 
training have put this to good use.  Logs 
have been left for anyone to collect but in a 
couple of areas on the west side of the 
ditch piles of wood have been left to 
encourage wildlife.  If you see a pile of 
chippings on the Green, please help 
yourselves. 

As well as the chainsaw training, there is 
now a trained “knapsack sprayer” who will 
help with weed control. 

The BMX track has been cleared and 
widened. 

In September, a representative from the 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Trust 

(HIWWT) came to survey the Green and 
gave helpful advice about management 
which can be done by volunteers. 

Ponds 

In January, two representatives from The 
Conservation Volunteers’ (TCV) Reviving 
Hampshire’s Community Ponds Project met 
with members of the Volunteers Group and 
the Parish Council.  Three volunteers have 
offered to survey the ponds for this project.  
The advice the TCV gave was in line with 
that of the HIWWT, which was to remove 
diseased branches and excessive 
undergrowth and let more light into the area 
and ponds.  This will be balanced with 
encouraging suitable vegetation and cutting 
back on a rotation basis.  However, the 
biggest problem is the return of New 
Zealand Pygmy weed, mainly in the Golden 
Pond but also in the grass surrounding it.  
Advice from the HIWWT and TCV is to 
manage the problem with a multi-approach 
of burning, spot weed control and good 
practice to minimise its spread. 

Trees 

The Parish Council has commissioned a 
survey of the chestnut trees on the Bramley 
Road as they are all showing stages of 
decline.  There is one which has a splendid 
example of bracket fungus and although its 
removal is not urgent, it will be cut down in 
the near future. 

The volunteers have been encouraged by 
the compliments and appreciation for their 
work from passers-by.  There are regular 
working parties on Wednesday mornings 
from 10.30am (between the ponds – just 
turn up) and on the first Saturday afternoon 
of the month (by the War Memorial).  If you 
would like to be a Village Green Volunteer, 
phone or email us or just turn up. 

Cllr Bruce Batting  01256 882605  
bruce.batting@btinternet.com 

Cllr John Atwood  881760 / 

johnatwood760@btinternet.com 

Sherfield on Loddon - Village Green Volunteers  

mailto:bruce.batting@btinternet.com
mailto:bruce.batting@btinternet.com
mailto:johnatwood760@btinternet.com
mailto:johnatwood760@btinternet.com
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The speaker at 
the Civil Service 
Retirement 
Fellowship 
meeting in 
February was 
Gina Ireland 
who gave a talk 
on the history of 
greeting cards, 
tracing their 
origins back to 
the ancient 

Chinese and Egyptians. In Europe early 
examples from the thirteenth century 
were found to have been made but it 
wasn’t until the mid-nineteenth century 
that they became more popular with the 
advent of commercially produced cards, 
and the introduction of a reliable postage 
service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At first 
Christmas and 
birthday cards 
were mainly  
sent but soon 
cards for 
special 
occasions such 
as Valentine’s 
Day (1840), 
Mother’s Day 
(1872), Easter 

(1889) and Father’s Day (1907) became 
available. Postcards were also produced 

from 1869 and their popularity spread as 
more people went on holiday.  It is now, 
of course, possible to buy a card for 
almost any occasion. The UK industry is 
worth nearly £2 billion with over 880 
million cards being sold last year. Gina 
had brought with her a large collection 
including some very old ones which 
everyone was able to look at after her 
talk. 

The next meeting is on 1
st
 March when 

we will be holding our AGM followed by 
lunch.  The group meets on the first 
Wednesday of each month at Brookvale 
Village Hall from 10 am to 12 noon and all 
retired Civil Servants and their partners 
are welcome.  Forthcoming trips include a 
visit to Chichester on 22md March which 
wil be 'do-as-you-please' and Parham 
House on Friday 21

st
 April which will 

include entry to the house and gardens.  
 
The year’s programme and further details 
about meetings can be obtained from the 
Secretary Tony Brazier on 01256 418770 
or at bjmapbr@ntlworld.com and if you 
would like to join us on any of our trips 
please contact Kate Lambeth on 01256 
328791. .   

David Cowling 

 

Basingstoke Civil Service Retirement Fellowship 

mailto:bjmapbr@ntlworld.com
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Bramley and Sherfield (BL02) 

We have arrested one male for a local 
burglary and he is currently awaiting a 
court appearance. 

There was a spate of criminal damage 
which occurred around the vicinity of 
Longbridge Road. A few cars were 
scratched by unknown person(s). These 
happened over the course of a couple of 
evenings and we are currently 
investigating the matter. 

 

Emergency  

For incidents in 
progress, with a risk of 
injury or damage to 
property, call 999.  

For incidents which 
have  already happened and from which 
there is no longer any risk, call 101. 

If there is anything else you think we 
need to know about, call 101. 

Many thanks, 

PCSO Nathan Johnson 

Beat Report and Crime Figures January 2017 

Latest Crime Figures (All Parishes)  
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Crimes By Type 

 

Figures for the parishes of 
Sherfield-on-Loddon, Sherfield 
Park, Stratfield Saye, Stratfield 
Turgis, Hartley Wespall, 
Bramley and Little London 
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ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

At the Parish Council Meeting on 6th 
February 2017 Andrew Speed, the Estate 
Director, was co-opted to the vacant seat 
on the Council. 

There have been problems at the 
recreation grounds with the newly installed 
septic tank and a flood in the pavilion. Both 
are being repaired although the pavilion 
may take longer because the building has 
to dry out.  The new bench for West End 
Green junction has been ordered and 
should be installed in the next month. Cllr 
Pearson has asked Gigaclear to cost 
installation of superfast Broadband to the 
Parish; this is now the only realistic option 
to improve the poor coverage.  He has 
asked them to cost four specific areas so 
that residents can then decide whether they 
are prepared to pay for installation. There is 

a significant cost but there would also be 
savings as the Gigaclear package would 
include line rental, so there would be no 
monthly payment to BT.    

Borough Cllr Gardiner informed the 
meeting that there is no plan at present to 
reduce bin collections to every two weeks. 
If glass and garden waste green sacks 
collections are altered then wheelie bins 
will be issued. 

The next Parish meeting is the AGM on 8th 
May 2017 in the Village Hall but don’t forget 
the monthly coffee morning on the first 
Monday of the month - this is an 
opportunity for a get-together and also to 
raise any concerns you may have.   

Penny Mayo (Parish Clerk) 

Stratfield Saye Parish Council Report 
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For details about the above  activities visit our website 

www.sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

SHERFEST  

Saturday 1st July 

HAVE YOUR SAY  

Our application for funding to get some 
PA equipment for this year's event has 
been accepted at stage 1.  We need as 
many votes as possible from the local 
community to get a chance of securing 
the funding.  Please show your support 
and go along to Voting Day -  

Thursday 9th March  
3pm - 7pm, Carnival Hall 

Basingstoke,  

RG21 3DH.   

More details on our website.

 SPONSORSHIP  

This is a great way to publicise your 
business to a wide audience and 
support your local community 

MUSICIANS 

We are also looking for local bands and 
musicians that would love the 
opportunity to play to an appreciative 
audience 

Contact  

manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

MOTHERING 
SUNDAY  

Sunday 26th March 10am 

St Leonard's Church 
 special service at the  

Community Centre  
 

to say ‘thank you’ for  
all mothers  

 

All welcome, no need to book  

QUIZ NIGHT 
Saturday 8th April   

6pm - 10pm 

 Tickets £8 per person 
 Includes food  
 Licensed cash bar 
 Maximum 6 in a team 

(no minimum) 
 Small prize for winning 

team  

PHYSIO DROP 
IN CLINIC  

Thursday 9th March  

8pm - 10pm 

No appointment needed - 
free 10 minute sessions for 
specialist injury advice 

www.sb-physio.co.uk 
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Basingstoke Speakers Club 

Why I recommend it 

In January 2016 I was asked to run an 
interactive workshop for 50+ work 
colleagues. I was totally comfortable with 
designing a presentation and activity 
session, but the thought of standing up 
and talking in front of that many people 
terrified me. I didn’t sleep the night 
before, and on the day I was a mess - my 
palms were sweating, my voice was 
trembling and I spoke too fast. I somehow 
managed to run the workshop, but I knew 
that I hadn’t performed as well as the 
other presenters. I went home dejected, 
as I knew the only way to get better was 
to practise, but practising by giving work 
presentations was not ideal! 

Then someone mentioned Toastmasters 
to me - a worldwide not for profit 
organisation dedicated to supporting its 
members in becoming the best public 
speakers they can be. Our local 
Toastmasters group is called Basingstoke 
Speakers Club, so I went along as a free 
visitor one evening and discovered a 
place where I could practise public 
speaking in a supportive environment, 
while getting immediate feedback on what 
I could improve. 

The Toastmasters meeting set-up is very 
cleverly designed, as everybody gets a 
chance to speak at every meeting. There 
is the warm-up, where everyone in the 
room speaks for 20 seconds on the same 
subject (great for calming nerves!) then 
the first half of the meeting has members 
delivering set speeches from the 
Toastmasters syllabus. After the break 
we have impromptu speaking with Table 
Topics, where you speak for two minutes 
with no time to prepare - surprisingly this 
has turned out to be my favourite part of 
Toastmasters! Each speech is then 
evaluated. As an evaluator you not only 
practise speaking, but you also learn to 

give feedback - a key leadership skill. 

On joining Toastmasters, you work 
through the Competent Communicator 
book, preparing and delivering a series of 
speeches, with each one focussing on a 
different aspect of speaking - from word 
use to body language. So far I’ve 
delivered speeches on everything from 
my favourite food to living in a post-truth 
world. I’ve won two ‘Best Speaker’ and 
two ‘Best Table Topics’ ribbons, so I’m 
already much more confident. 

I’d definitely recommend Basingstoke 
Speakers Club to anyone who would like 
to get better at public speaking. It's the 
fastest way to hone your speaking skills -
and put those nerves to good use! 

Visitors are always welcome free, so why 
not come and check us out? We meet 
every first and third Wednesday of the 
month at The Apollo Hotel in 
Basingstoke. For more information 
visit www.facebook.com/basingstoke 
speakers or call us today on 07468 331 
483.  
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Retired RAF Squadron Leader Chris 
Perkins MVO, from Kempshott, himself a 
Probus member, has traced his old 
squadron's role in supporting the Allied 
Forces in their campaign to free Belgium 

and Holland from German occupation 
during WW2.  Based for many years at 
RAF Odiham, 33 Squadron then 
operated Supermarine Spitfires in ground 
attack roles. 

Following the fortunes of both air and 
ground crews in their journey from the 
Normandy landings, Chris uncovered 
details of a battle which was vastly 
overshadowed by the tragic events 
occurring at that time at Arnhem. 

The Battle of the Scheldt Estuary was a 
military operation in northern Belgium 
and the south western Netherlands in 
October and November 1944 to secure 
the port of Antwerp, essential for allied 
re-supply use. The First Canadian Army 
was given the task of clearing the Scheldt 
area of German occupiers.  

In addition to Canadian infantry and 
armoured troops, it included the 1st 
British Corps and the 1st Polish 
Armoured Division. It was joined by 
American, Belgian, and Dutch units and 
was the largest army that had been 

commanded by a Canadian general,  
ranging from approximately 200,000 to 
over 450,000 of which half were 
Canadian volunteers.  

The flooded, muddy terrain was probably 
the most difficult battlefield in the war and 
the well-fortified German defences made 
the Battle of the Scheldt especially 
gruelling and bloody. At the end of the 
five week offensive, the victorious First 
Canadian Army had taken 41,043 
prisoners, but suffered 12,873 casualties 
(killed, wounded, or missing), 6,367 
being Canadians.  

33 Squadron at that time was also an 
international unit and consisted of many 
volunteer pilots from around the world. In 
this conflict they used Spitfires to attack 

enemy 
ground 
troops.  Chris 
located a 
number of 
these brave 
young airmen 
now resting in 
remote 
cemeteries 
including  a 
22 year-old 
New 
Zealander 
and a 23 
year-old 
Canadian. 

 

For more information about the Probus 
Club see their web site 
www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com or 
phone their secretary Paul Flint on 07770 
886521 

The Forgotten Battle  

New Zealander Warrant 
Officer George Roney 
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Sherborne St John Village Hall, Kiln 

Lane, RG24 9HP 

Saturday 22 April 2017: 10am - 5pm 

Sunday 23 April 2017: 10am - 4pm 

The Sherbornes Art Exhibition is a 
biennial event formed over 8 years ago 
by artists Pat Burt and Lindsay Berry, not 
only to exhibit their own work but to invite 
different artists each year to join them in 
raising funds for charities close to their 
hearts.  Lindsay Berry is an individual 
Watercolour artist and one of the 
principal driving forces of the exhibition. 

Works from the original group of painters 
led by Mike Hall, a professional artist, 
comprising Pat Burt, Richard Turner, 
Tom Anderson, Jenny Finch, Nicky 
Bunker, Judith Hinsley, and Linda Bliss 
are included along with invited local guest 
artists, sculptors and ceramicists.  The 
aim is to keep the exhibition as “local” as 
possible, whilst providing a quality show 
with a variety of artistic styles.  The 
charities benefiting this year are 
Sherborne St John Village Hall and 
Sebastian's Action Trust. 

Sherbornes Art Exhibiition 

http://www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com


Page 50 Page 51 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 

MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 

Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans available. 

1 Seal Road, Basingstoke,  
RG21 7NQ  

Tel: 01256 844663 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Happy Faces Play group 
Sherfield-on-Loddon 

“Bring your happy face to our happy place” 

A small, friendly playgroup for  
children aged 2 years 6 mths to school age 

Flexible Sessions 
including all day 

 

 

 

 

Further information:  

01256 880903 

Prospectus/application form:  

07791 141176 

happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk 
www.happy-faces-playgroup.co.uk 

Est. 1982. Charity No. 1029688 

 

http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
mailto:happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.happyfacesplaygroup.co.uk
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YOUR LOCAL TRADE PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, HEATING & 

ELECTRICAL NEEDS  

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT US: 
     Tel: 01256 880044   MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

 PLUMBING & HEATING SPECIALIST 

 Bathrooms & shower installations 

 Solar thermal installations and energy-friendly controls 

 Gas Safe and Oftec registered for peace of mind with 

gas and oil installations 
29164 

Serving the local community for 30 years 

Telephone: 01256 882309 

Email: adrian@awburt.com 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

mailto:admin@pscservices.co.uk
http://www.pscservices.co.uk
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Call 07545819842 
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA. Reliable and affordable service. 
Friendly, experienced lady who cleans every corner. Ironing also 
available. References. Tel 07933 316989. 
mariacleaning@live.co.uk 

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER. Self assessment tax 
returns, arrears, claims, payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. 
Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks 
fitted, garden maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 07713 470223. 
E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com  

WINDOW CLEANER. Windows cleaned or gutters cleared - one 
off or regularly. Local, reliable window cleaner (testimonials 
available). For a quote call Pete Owen on 07762 616600 
pjhcleaning@btinternet.com 

LOCAL INDEPENDENT CLEANER. Honest and trustworthy. 
Excellent service. Excellent references. Excellent rates. Tel 
07407543891  

DOMICILIARY CARER. Mature female; DBS Certified; Public 
Liability Insurance. Patient and kind, offering personal care and 
assistance to the elderly in their own home. References 
available. Michelle 07776 255688. 

SECURE STORAGE UNIT. Approx 315 ft² (21ft x 15ft) available 
with 24hour CCTV; alarmed; outdoor hard standing of 
approximately 3,000 ft². Single phase electricity and individual 
access. To arrange viewing call 07717 536611. 

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
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881760  
882426 
882337 
  
882534 
465214 
882334  
882414 
TBC 
882798 
882798 
880903 

07867 547696 
882350  
 
882534 
882106 
101 
101 
880075 
882210 
882687 
882344 
882605 
882680 
882350  
883967  
 
880075 
 
07468 427684 
07940 212441 
881760 
881021 
01189332 379 
01189332106  
882351 
842662 
883551 
882334 
07996 045944 
882605 
882453 
880727 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments 
Basingstoke Gazette   
Brownies 
St. Leonard’s Church                             
Breach Lane Chapel 
Catholic Church 
Clift Surgery Patient Group 
Cricket Club (Sherfield) 
Cricket Club (ST & HW) 
Evergreens                    
Football (Junior)              
Happy Faces Playgroup 
Loddon Players 
Loddon Quilters 
Loddon Valley Link 
Lunch Club.  
NWR   
Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk  
Police - Sherfield Park 
Poppies 
Post Office 
Rainbows 
Sherfield. Community Care Grp  
Sherfield on Loddon Fete 
Sherfield Dist. Gardening Club 
 
Sherfield Park Community Centre 
Sherfield Park Parish Council 
Sherfield & District Show 
Sherfield Village Hall  
 Caretaker/Bookings 
 Management Committee 
Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Green 
Short Mat Bowls 
Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
Stratfield Saye Village Hall 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting 
Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 
Toddler Group 0-5s  
Tree Wardens 
.  
Village Green Volunteers 
Whist Drive  
Women’s Institute 
 

John Attwood 
Chris Horton 
Sue Handasyde-Dick 
See inside back page 
Geoff Belsham                            
Fr. Chris Rutledge 
John Darker 
Andy Stevens 
TBC 
Jean Berntsen 
Fred Berntsen  
Peggy Hutchins                         

Peter Francis  
Jacky Morgan     
(See back pages)  
Helen Belsham                           
Gill Fearon 
PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 
PCSO Krystof Nadvornik 
Natalie Larner 
 
Pam Luck 
Doreen Tosswill 
Bruce Batting 
Dan Farrow and 
Andy Morgan  
Candice Wright 
TBA  
Natalie Larner                                  
 
Wendy Gosden 
Ivan Gosden 
John Attwood 
Norman Stanley 
Penny Mayo 
Linda Bishop 
Sheila Campbell (Chair) 
Catherine Ryle (Clerk)              
Judith Sullivan                           
John Darker 
Cllr Diana Effiong 
Bruce Batting                         
Virgilius Vickers  
Christine Skillett                                                                
 

mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
mailto:pjhcleaning@btinternet.com
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Loddon Valley Link Management  

Editor for the April edition – Jane Abrams 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 16th March.  

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Committee:  
Chairman: Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379 
(dgdawson@sky.com) 
Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559  
Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 (pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk) 
Rev. Stephen Ball 
Dr. John Williams 01256 882705 
(lawnfarm@aol.com) 
Howard Perkins 01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 
Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
(LynGiugovaz@gmail.com) 
Claire Osborne 01256 324458 
(guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk) 
Simon Boase 01256 881250 
(sibo999@gmail.com) 
Brian Archer 01256 882099 
(brianarcher@btinternet.com) 
Jane Abrams 01256 881188 
(jabrams2226@gmail.com) 

 
Church Officers 

Priest in Charge: Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, temporary email 
sb113lb@gmail.com) 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Monday) 
Assistant Priest: Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 
816593 (sc.cedars@greenbee.net)  
Curate (priest responsible for Bramley & Little 
London: Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  
Licensed Lay Ministers :  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 
John Williams 01256 882705 
Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
(lgoodall.work@gmail.com) 

 
 
 
 
ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, CHURCH END, 
SHERFIELD ON LODDON,  RG27 0JB  
(no mail) 

Churchwarden: Peter Gould 01256 882538 
Churchwarden: Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Treasurer: Dan Farrow 01256 882680 

Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
Organist: Brian Archer 01256 882099 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE 
Churchwarden: Dr. John Williams 01256 882705  
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

MESSY CHURCH, SHERFIELD PARK 
Leader: Peta Alvares 0777 2322202  
(padalvares@gmail.com) 
 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link Management 
Committee cannot be held responsible for the 

reliability or quality of any goods, work or services  
in this publication. 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles Tel. 01256 880559 

 advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Deadline for ads. for next edition is the 10th of the month 

Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. 
Requests are dealt with in order.  

Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 
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