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Dying and growing – it’s all a natural 
process 

It’s Flaming June.  Blazing June, bedding 
plants June, roses June.  We could go on and 
on; many think of June as the most colourful 
month in the garden calendar.  Winter’s dead 
stems are cleared; the foliage of spring bulbs is 
cut away; colour emerges everywhere.  It’s all 
a natural process. 

But did you know?  Of course you know – 
that a couple of months ago all was dead and 
those bright coloured annuals were sown 
months ago as tiny specs, dust-like, buried – 
and now look.  The wizened, dead stems of 
perennials are replaced by this year’s show 
(just think, they too will die – otherwise....).        
It has to happen to produce growth; 
growth always involves death.  It’s 
impossible for things to grow and 
remain the same.  It’s a natural 
process. 

It’s the same for the communities in 
which we live.  They don’t remain the 
same as they were. 

It’s the same for church communities too.  
I’ve never heard much of ‘we’ve always done 
it this way’ at St. Leonard’s, but wherever we 
do hear it, that’s the moment to say ‘we need 
to change now or we will never grow’ .  
Seriously though, it’s not easy to change; 
nobody wants to ‘die’ and change hurts and 
change involves loss.  But without loss there is 
no gain.  No pain, no gain, as we say. It’s all a 
natural process. 

So the idea of dying in order to grow has very 
practical outworking all round.  Yes, and it 
even applies to you and me.   You can’t stay 
the same and grow, become the ‘you’ that you 
are capable of being.  You have to be 
prepared for the old to die in order to change, 
to grow, to become the person you are meant 
to be. 

 

I don’t think we will improve on the 
beautifully compact way that all of this is 
expressed in the Bible: 

‘unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground 
and dies, it remains alone;  

but if it falls and dies, then it produces many 
seeds’.   

It’s all a natural process. 

That saying of Jesus, about growing and 
dying, is attributed to him not long before he 
died.  It’s really offering an answer to the 
question ‘Why did Jesus have to die?’  It’s a 
natural process that Jesus had to die.  It had to 
happen to produce growth.  The truths that 
Jesus stood for could then move from a small 
group of followers to many people, from the 

small country he travelled in to many 
lands; that growth involved death. 

As our Rector Stephen leaves, we 
enter a period of change.  What will 
this mean, especially for the church 
community?  Good things will remain, 
but inevitably there will be change.  So 
what will that change involve?  How 

will we respond?  What will we let go, what 
will we allow to die, what will we grow, in 
order to become the community we are 
capable of being? 

It’s all a natural process.  Bring it on! 

 

Sammie 

Minister’s Letter 

Dying 
and 

Growing. 
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The Loddon Valley Link is compiled and edited entirely by volunteers who live in the local community and take 
part in its activities. It is normally hand distributed by volunteer neighbours to over 2,000 houses across the 
parishes of Sherfield on Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Turgis. It is 
available online at loddonvalleylink.org.uk. We return any profits to the community in the form of grants, which 
amounted to nearly £4,000 last year. 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link aims to provide accurate information but the Management Committee cannot accept any liability in 
respect of errors or omissions. Any opinions expressed in articles are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Loddon Valley 
Link Management Committee. The Committee cannot be held responsible for the reliability or quality of any goods, work or services in this 
publication or on our website. The Editor's decision as to the inclusion and content of articles is final. If inaccurate, misleading or otherwise 
inappropriate information is brought to our attention, we will make every reasonable effort to correct or remove it as soon as possible.  

Welcome to the June edition of the Loddon 
Valley Link. Looks like the great British 
summer has arrived in style with wind and 
rain but it’s good for the garden so check out 
Richards article on p33 with what to do in 
June.  This edition marks a number of 
retirements. It’s a fond farewell to our vicar 
Stephen and his wife Lorna who feature in the 
centre pages, closely followed by John Lenton 
and Ann on p28. Its going to be my last 
magazine as editor which marks quite few 
since September 2009. Its been an enjoyable 
period working with a great team of people 
and getting involved in the community.  We 
welcome a new editor in Alan Seabrooke. 
Good luck Alan. 

We’re also still looking for a digital content 
editor for the magazine, please get in touch if 
you fancy the idea.  

The local election results are in. Some for 
Bramley on p23 but we should also list the 
Sherfield Park councillors Laura Jane 
Edwards, Paul Miller and Jenny Vaux. We’ll 
hopefully be hearing more from them over 
the next year. Our first Borough Councillor 
contribution is from Chris Tomblin on p11. 

We have our usual council contributions 
coming in so you can see what's happening 
locally. There’s lots going on in the area from 
outdoor movies to Basingstoke festival.  

Our local pubs are getting back to more 
normal so please support your locals.  

Some lockdown thoughts on p28. 

This months cover photo is from Donald 

Dawson. Our annual 
photo competition is 
running again so keep 
your lovely entries 
coming in.  

Let us have your 
feedback on the magazine by contacting the 
editor at: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk, and 
remember that you can support the Loddon 
Valley Link at www.easyfundraising.org.uk/ 
causes/loddonvalleylink/. 

 

Contents 

Minister’s Letter          2 
Church Services                  4 
Baptist Chapel        5 
Probus & Prince Phillip     6 
Prayers            8 
Borough Councillor    11 
Organ Marathon    11 
Sherfield Park Community Centre  12 
Sherfield Village Hall Matters   13 
Sherfield Parish Council    15 
Photo Competition    15 
Ranil Writes     16 
British Legion     20 
Crime Figures     21 
Sherfield Park Parish Council    21 
Stephen and Lorna    26 
Lockdown thoughts    28 
John and Ann Lenton    28 
Crime Prevention    31 
June in Your Garden    33 
Village Hall Fundraising    37 
BDBC      38 
Puzzle Pages     40 
National Women’s Register   42 
Advertisers' Index    47 
Benefice Contact Information   48 
Useful Telephone Nos.     49 
Small Ads     50 

 Editorial 

http://www.loddonvalleylink.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/loddonvalleylink/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/loddonvalleylink/


Page 4 

 

Sunday 6th June  Trinity 1 

9.00am Matins St James Bramley 

10.00am Holy Communion Online/St Leonard’s 

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye  

10.30am Online service St James Bramley 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall  

Sunday 13th June  Trinity 2 

9.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

10.00am Morning Worship Online/St Leonard’s 

10.30am Online service St James Bramley 

Sunday 20th June  Trinity 3 

9.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

10.00am Holy Communion Online/St Leonard’s 

10.30am Online Communion St James Bramley 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall  

Sunday 27th June  Trinity 4 

9.00am Sunday@nine St James Bramley 

10.00am Together in Worship Online/St Leonard’s 

10.30am Morning Worship St James Bramley 

Sunday 4th July  Trinity 5 

9.00am Sunday@nine St James Bramley 

10.00am Holy Communion Online/St Leonard’s 

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye  

10.30am Matins St James Bramley 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall  

 

Services June 2021 

Online services -  All are very welcome to join the Online services,  For all services except Bramley 
please contact Karen West for details - karenwaterside@aol.com. For Bramley services please contact 
Steve Day on 07341 5532732 or at Crosshousebramley@gmail.com 

IMPORTANT - Please still register in advance for In Church services.  All Covid restrictions 
will be followed - social distancing, hand sanitising and the wearing of a face mask. To register please 
contact:  St Leonard’s Lesley Martinson for details -  lesleymartinson@btinternet.com. Hartley 
Wespall please contact Pip Iles - pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk.   
Bramley services please contact Steve Day - Crosshousebramley@gmail.com 
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Catholic Services 
St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke. 

Public Worship Suspended 
Please call 01256 465214  

www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk 

Live-streamed Sunday Masses 9am, 11am  

Baptist Chapel Services  
 Breach Lane Chapel, Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416 

June 2021 

 

 

Plus 

 

 

 

Sunday 30th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

Thursday 3rd 7pm Bible Study via ZOOM 

Sunday 6th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

Sunday 13th 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

Thursday 17th 7pm Bible Study via ZOOM 

Sunday 20th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen including Holy Communion 

Sunday 27th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Every Tuesday 10am Open Morning at the Chapel – & there will be a book sale 
outside the chapel (weather permitting) 

Every Tuesday 11.30am Mid-week Service at the Chapel 

HISTORY - In time for our centenary in February 2024, we have a project to record the history of the chapel 
from the original opening in 1831 through to 1980 when the chapel re-opened in its current guise. Any infor-
mation would be welcomed. 

NEW – Mother & Toddlers group on Friday mornings organised by local mums 

   

Parish Registers 
 
 

FUNERALS 

  

 Douglas Stephen Oliver   13th May 2021   Hartley Wespall  

http://www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk
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Like most of the nation, following the passing of the 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh on 9th April, Probus 
Club of Basingstoke 
member Stephen Thair was 
sure that he was not the 
only member with 
reminiscences of this man 
who had been present 
throughout his life. One 
memory was from many 
years ago and in a far-off 
land. 

 “I was fortunate to meet 
him briefly on the Queen’s 
Silver Jubilee Tour of the 
Commonwealth in 1977, 
when I was working as a 
Barrister and Solicitor in the 
Department of Justice, in 
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea” explained 
Stephen.  “With my wife, Margaret, we had arrived 
there in April 1975, and so were able to watch some of 
the ceremonies when the country achieved 
independence in September that year, when Prince 
Charles came to do the honours, so to speak.” 

At the time of the Silver Jubilee Tour, he was running 
a Junior Scout Troup of mainly expatriate boys (the 
PNG equivalent of a Cub Pack) with another leader, 
an Australian Scouter called Geoff. The final 
engagement of the Queen and Prince Philip in Papua 
New Guinea before they left for the next leg of their 
journey was to inspect an assembly of PNG Scouts 
and Guides. They were lined up for the royal 
inspection in a giant horse-shoe on the Murray 
Barracks’ parade ground in Port Moresby, with the 
Guides forming one side of the horse-shoe, and the 
Scouts the other.  

The Scouts and Guides being well-organised were all 
in position for 11am, when the inspection was due to 
commence, with the pipe band of the Pacific Islands 
Regiment behind them. However, 11am came and 
went, with no sign of the royal party. The tropical sun 
rose ever higher in the sky over the parade ground, 
and it was, to say the least, very hot. Eventually, at 
around midday, the Queen and Prince Philip and their 
escort arrived. The Pacific Islands Regiment band 
began to play, and the Queen and Prince Philip began 
their inspections, accompanied in each case by the 
great and the good of PNG Guiding and Scouting. 

“Our troop was in line with me at one end of it, and 
Geoff at the other end. We had other Scout Groups 
either side of us. Prince Philip and his party were 

about two groups away from us on the inspection, 
when the boy standing next to Geoff fainted because 

of the heat, and Geoff had to carry him off to the 
shade of a tree where fortunately he revived. However, 
by then Prince Philip had arrived at our Group, and so 
Geoff missed out, and I was the only representative 
for him to speak to.” 

“Prince Philip asked me what I was doing in the 
country and when I had explained, he asked if I was 
enjoying it – which I was – and then moved on. He 
was perfectly pleasant to me.  I had been a bit anxious 
as my father had told me a story of a solicitor friend of 
his who had been introduced to Prince Philip at an 
event of some kind, and when he replied to a question 
from Prince Philip as to what he did, received the 
comment “Oh no, not another b* * * * y solicitor!”.   

Thus, another interesting PNG experience drew to a 

close. Stephen always felt marginally guilty that Geoff 

missed out on a Prince Philip encounter, although in 

fairness it could just as easily have been the boy next 

to him who fainted! 

PROBUS HEARS ABOUT MEETING PRINCE PHILIP 
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Local support 
Area Lead Volunteer/Co-ordinator Services Offered  

Bramley 
Beckie Bethall 07427 434042 / 
d.bethell@virgin.net 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Welfare Checks 

Clift Meadow Pavilion 

Sherfield on Loddon 
Jan Holden 07780 661606 
jan.holden@btconnect.com 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Telephone 
Befriending 

Sherfield on Loddon 
Support 

Sherfield Park 
Dawn Wright (01256 959150)  
dawn@inhouse-catering-solutions.com 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Food Parcels 

n/a 

Stratfield Saye 
Mandy Atkinson 01189814538 
admin@tadleycommunitycentre.org.uk 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Food Parcels 

Tadley Community 
Centre 

Let’s begin with a Psalm.  But it may not be the way 
you have usually read the Psalms.  This is from The 
Message, by Eugene Peterson.  He was an American 
Presbyterian Minister and he refers to The Message as 
a paraphrase of The Bible.  So whilst it’s not a scholarly 
translation it does bring a freshness and ordinariness to 
writings that can often be difficult to understand.  Here 
are some verses from Psalm 3 : 

3-4 But you, GOD, shield me on all sides; 
You ground my feet, you lift my head high; 

With all my might I shout up to GOD, 
His answers thunder from the holy mountain. 

5-6 I stretch myself out. I sleep. 
Then I’m up again—rested, tall and steady, 

Fearless before the enemy mobs 
Coming at me from all sides. 
8 Real help comes from GOD. 

Your blessing clothes your people! 

We praise and thank you for the progress that has been 
made with the vaccination programme in our country.  
May we be very mindful of just how privileged we are.  
Turn our thoughts and our compassion to the many 
poorer countries with no such access to vaccines. 

We praise and thank you that many of our churches are 
now reopening.  Thank you for the creative ways which 
have been found to unite people in prayer and worship. 

We praise and thank you for this season; for the joy 
you give us from gardens, indeed, from our whole 
environment.  We say ‘thank you’ to those who look 
after our parks and public verges, for all who keep our 
streets clean and make our communities more pleasant. 

We pray for our national leaders and all in positions of 
authority.  May they be strong and open in their 
leadership and remember that their work is one of 
service to all.  We pray for our representatives who are 
settling into new roles following recent elections.  

We pray for those who are fearful 
for the future – for loss of jobs, or 
business, for plans that have had to 
be postponed or cancelled, for 
concerns about health.  Grant that 
we who have the privilege of 
knowing your peace may be able to share that peace 
wherever possible. 

And to close our Prayer Page this month - a special 
prayer for Karen, being ordained on 4th July.        

                                                                                                                             

A Prayer for Karen 

Loving God, together with all her family and friends, 
we pray that you will give to Karen                              

your grace and your strength as she approaches 
Ordination.                                                               

Be with her in the coming days of preparation and 

excitement.                                                                          

May she come to that wonderful day assured of the 

support and love of all her friends                                     

and feeling blessed by the peace of Christ, in whose 

name we pray.    Amen. 

Prayer Page 
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IT'S NOT TOO LATE! 

There's still time to support our marathon 
organ session of 29 May in aid of St 
Leonard's church roof - you can do this 
through the following site: 

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
andrew-doggart 

You can also buy a CD of Mike's choral 
and instrumental music - you decide 
how much to give, and all proceeds go 
to the church roof fund. Just text Mike 
on 07716655853, giving your name and 
address, and your personal copy will be 
delivered by hand in the local area.  

  

Thanks, 

Andrew Doggart & Mike Abrams 

Organ Marathon Update!  

Dear All, 

Well, the 2021 elections are all over and we now have 
the 3 councillors for our “new” ward of Bramley - Cllr. 
Nick Robinson, Cllr. Simon Mahaffey and myself. 

I am honoured to be your councillor for the next 2 year 
term and I owe sincere thanks to all those who sup-
ported me at election time.  I will be working hard for 
all communities and hopefully as the pandemic eases 
will be able to meet more of you in person!  I plan to 
meet all of the parish council teams as I believe they are 
key representatives for our local villages. 

Taking leaflets around the new ward, with my wife 
Gail, certainly highlighted the wealth of beautiful loca-
tions with which we are blessed, both in the villages 
and in the open countryside. 

As we go through this year I will be involved with mak-
ing sure that the new local development plan is sympa-
thetic to our area by representing your views of appro-
priate development.  It is important to share out the 
new housing fairly and take account of the lack of in-
frastructure that is sadly lacking locally.  The A33 vol-
ume of traffic and speed need to be addressed and I 
will be keeping a close eye on the County Council study 
commissioned for transport routes in our area.  Just 
prior to the election I was able to overturn a decision to 
actively promote Sherfield Hill farm outside of the 
agreed new local plan consultation scheme.  This was 
an ill-considered attempt to help the lack of the 5 year 
housing supply. It is important to review all sites that 
BDBC has been discussing with local communities in 

its consultative approach to 
the new local plan, following 
the agreed procedure. 

The climate emergency will be a major focus for BDBC 
over the next year as we have a strategy that I believe 
needs more actual actions. The climate change needs all 
of us to contribute to reducing our carbon footprint by 
changes to our lifestyle. Reducing waste, turning down 
our heating, insulating our homes better and using our 
bicycles are just a few things. I will be pushing for 
tougher standards of new home builds – our govern-
ment is sadly lacking in its urgency for its forthcoming 
standards – for our new local plan.  Any developer who 
wants to build in Basingstoke needs to demonstrate 
that they can contribute to our emergency, if not go 
elsewhere! 

As always, feel free to contact me    
cllr.chris.tomblin@basingstoke.gov.uk   

tel.07549 637650 

Until next time… 

Kind regards 

Chris 

 

Cllr. Chris Tomblin 

http://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/andrew-doggart
http://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/andrew-doggart
mailto:cllr.chris.tomblin@basingstoke.gov.uk
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Please contact the Centre for more information on  

manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk or  

admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk (t) 01256 883967 

SHERFIELD PARK COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Reg. Charity No 1170953 

Once again the Centre has opened its doors.  It was lovely to see so many 
smiling faces -  those returning to classes or those just reconnecting with 
people in our Over 55’s Social Group and Craft Groups. Step 3 of the 
Roadmap has gone ahead and we have welcomed back most of our regular 
groups:  Pure Pilates, Zumba, Fusion Dance and Best Puppy School. We 
have Workout2music returning in June, along with SportingFit Studio         
Cycling too. Abfab Yoga will be returning in August and we are awaiting for 
confirmation of the return of Local Creatives Art Classes. We also hope to            
announce the start of some new classes soon. 

The Centre was 10 years old on 
18th May.  Unfortunately we were 
not able to celebrate in the way 
we would have liked, however, 
we will be hosting a ‘Picnic in the 
Park’ on 4th September 12noon  
4pm. There will be live music, 
Bramley Bakery BBQ selling Hog 
Roast, cakes etc,  Vincenzo’s Ice 
Cream van, Ro's On The Go 
Coffee Co. and the Waffle 
Wagon will also be returning. 
More details to be posted nearer 
the time.  

SAVE THE DATE: ‘Picnic In The Park’ Sat 4th Sept 2021 12pm – 4pm 

HELP SUPPORT THE CENTRE  

The BanD Community Lottery is a great way to support the 
Community Centre and other local good causes whilst also 
having a 1 in 50 chance of winning a cash prize!  Tickets 
can be purchased from the following link: 

https://www.bandcommunitylottery.co.uk/support/sherfield-park-community-association  

You can also raise free donations from retailers simply by shopping online: 

Easy Fundraising  https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/sherfieldparkca/ 

AmazonSmile  https://www.smile.amazon.co.uk   
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Home & Garden Services-Sherfield is a 
local company that specialises in providing 

value for money solutions for all of your 
home and garden improvements, 

maintenance and repairs. One off jobs - big 
or small - and regular maintenance services 
to keep your property and garden in good 

order 

Fully insured  

Best prices - All work guaranteed 

Home 
Household Repairs 
Patios  -  Painting 
Plumbing - Paving 

01256 358870 
07825 685923 

Garden 
Scarifying 
Rotovating 
Trimming 
Mowing 
Aquatics 
Maintenance 
Fencing 

Tree 
Surgery and 
Seasoned 
Logs 

www.hgs-sherfield.co.uk 
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Loddon Valley Link Photo Competition  2021 

 

 

 

 

We have a collection of lovely photos to use for our covers, so thanks to everyone who has 
sent theirs in. We still want to increase our collection so we are again running our Annual 

Photo Cover Competition, with results announced at the Sherfield & District Show in 
September.  

So get snapping as you walk round our lovely parishes. 

Pictures should be submitted electronically to the editor as high definition portrait aspect ratio jpg or png files.  

Subject matter can be almost anything - nature, local life, quirky images or photos that tell a story.  

We have two categories: Adults and Under 16s (so get your children using their phones) 

Closing date for submissions: 15th August 2021 

 

The small print. By submitting a photo you warrant that you own the image and any copyright associated with it 
and give permission for the Loddon Valley Link to use such image for the purposes of marketing the Loddon 

Valley Link.  

Elections Results 
Parish Council Sherfield on Loddon 
Cllr  John Attwood 
Cllr Bruce Batting 
Cllr Keith Bennett 
Cllr Di Cayzer 
Cllr John Darker 
Cllr Di Effiong 
Cllr Andy Morgan 
Cllr Nick Robinson . 
B 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 
Cllr Simon Mahaffey 
Cllr Nick Robinson 
Cllr Chris Tomblin 
 
Hampshire County Council 
Cllr Rhydian Vaughan MBE Vaughan 
 
Police and Crime Commissioner- Hampshire 
and Isle of Wight. 
Donna Jones 

 
Pet Theft 
A Pet Theft Task force has been launched to inves-
tigate the recent reported rise in pet theft since the 
start of Lockdown. It will be made up of officials 
from DEFRA, Home Office and Ministry of justice 
and operational partners including the police. It will 
also seek input form Animal welfare groups and 
experts in relevant fields. 
 
The next Parish Council meeting is provisionally 
scheduled for 22nd June  at the Village Hall.  
 
Karen Ross - Clerk to the Parish Council  
Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 01256 842662  
Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 
www.sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 
Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council | Facebook 

 

Update from Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 

mailto:clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk
http://www.sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1381707572286283
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My recent updates have focused on our local response 
to the pandemic, but it’s right that this should not be 
the only show in town. Residents of the ‘Loddon 
Valley’ area are lucky to live in and alongside some 
beautiful countryside, which folk love to walk and 
bicycle through – especially over the last year – and we 
can all play a part in ‘Our Plan’ for local services that 
keep us greener, cleaner and safer. 

For example, Hampshire County Council recently 
committed half a million pounds to restore and 
improve local footpaths. So, if there’s a much-used 
country path in your area in need of improvement, or a 
beloved trail damaged by one of the wettest winters on 
record, do report it at: bit.ly/footpathrepairs 

And, just a quick reminder, you can have your say on 
my suggestion of a “North Hampshire Cycle Network” 
at ranil.uk/cycling – and see the latest thinking on 
which particular route might be deliverable first.  

Sadly, not everyone respects our environment – and fly
-tipping is a crime which blights communities across 
the country. It’s particularly unacceptable here, given 
the free household waste disposal at Hampshire’s 
network of Household Waste Recycling Centres – a 
cost-effective option open to small businesses too. 
You’ll be pleased to know that over 100 people have 
been successfully prosecuted and 116 fixed penalty 
notices issued across Hampshire since 2018, while 
prosecutions nationally have more than doubled since 
2016. As a result, we almost saw fly-tipping in 
Hampshire decrease for the seventh consecutive year – 

but for a single organised crime 
gang that shockingly dumped 30 
tonnes of waste around 
Hampshire! This proves how 
lucrative fly-tipping can be for 
organised criminal gangs, and 
shows that, as ever, there’s more 
to do. 

That’s why the government continues to make sure 
local authorities have the powers they need, including: 
fines of up to £400; enhanced powers to search and 
seize vehicles of suspected fly-tippers; Magistrates’ 
Court fines of up to £50,000 or twelve-months 
imprisonment; and unlimited Crown Court fines or five 
year sentences. Work is underway to increase 
Magistrates’ awareness of the prevalence and 
importance of waste crime too, whilst the Environment 
Bill will make it easier for officers to search premises to 
seize evidence and make sure that fines can be revised 
if needed. 

Our local councils do act, and that’s why it’s promising 
that recent figures show a ten per cent increase in 
community reports across Hampshire, but please do 
report anything you see around the ‘Loddon Valley’ 
area too. 

Report fly-tipping at: hart.fixmystreet.com 
Report fly-tipping at: bit.ly/basingstokeflytipping 

For my latest updates, you can follow me on Facebook 
(“Ranil Jayawardena MP”) or sign up to my newsletter 
at: ranil.uk/newsletter 

Ranil  Writes 

Mental Wellbeing 
Your mental wellbeing is about your thoughts and 
feelings and how you cope with the ups and downs of 
everyday life. 

The NHS and Mind have useful websites suggesting 
areas of life where simple changes can make a big 
difference to your mental wellbeing. See: 
www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters  -  Looking 
after your mental health  
www.mind.org.uk  - Tips for Everyday living 

The current situation with the Corona Virus pandemic is 
resulting in many people feeling worried, anxious, and 
helpless. 

The causes of this stress are varied. People's mental 
wellbeing and mental health problems can be made 
worse by practical issues such as losing a job, facing 
eviction, or having to choose between feeding the family 
or staying warm.  Help with these issues, alongside 
treatment, stops mental health problems from getting 
worse. 

At Citizens Advice Basingstoke, we 
can offer you help and support to 
address those practical issues and 
take action to control the situation. 

We regularly help clients with a whole range of problems 
including: Benefits, Tax Credits, Debt, Employment, 
Relationships, Family, Legal, Consumer Goods and 
Services, Discrimination, Financial Services, Health and 
Community care, Immigration and Asylum.  

Over the past year, we have been helping clients with the 
many problems caused by the Covid19 Lockdown and 
the stress this is causing them, 

If you have a problem, please contact us to see how we 
can help. 

Call Citizens Advice on 0300 3309 064  
Chat online: citizensadvice.org.uk/contact-us 
Website:   www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk 
Or search on the National Citizens advice website 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk 
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The 15th of May marks a very special occasion 
in the history of the Royal British Legion, 
commemorating 100 years since its 
founding. 

Before the Great War, there was 
scant attention paid to the care of 
wounded veterans. They received 
little support from the State and 
were only given an insignificant 
war pension. 

The Government then arranged for 
compensation to the injured. 

Earl Haig became increasingly concerned 
about this problem during the Great War while he 
commanded First Corps, First Army and then became 
Commander-in-Chief of the British Army on the 
Western Front. 

Some soldiers were even returned to the front line 
having been medically discharged, because there was 
such a large manpower shortage. 

This caused outrage and from 1917, 
three separate veterans' 
organisations arose, each with a 
bias towards different political 
parties.  

During this time, another person in 
our history was 6' 6 1/2"  Thomas 
Frederick Lister - a dominant 
figure indeed. 
He joined the Royal Garrison 
Artillery in 1914, became a Lance Bombardier, and 
then was wounded and discharged in 1916. 

Fred Lister joined the first organisation - The National 
Federation of Discharged and Demobilised Sailors and 
Soldiers, linked to the Liberal Party, and later became 
its second President. 

This was followed by the Comrades 
of the Great War (Conservatives) 
and the National Association 
of Discharged Sailors and 
Soldiers (Labour Party). 

Years of bickering 
followed the Great War 
but, by the 
encouragement of Earl 
Haig, in the Spring of 1920 
all three organisations 
decided that unity was the only 
way forward and they called a 

Conference. 

A fourth group joined them, founded by 
Earl Haig in 1920, called the Officers' 

Association. 

Further meetings followed and 
final agreement came at a 
Conference on May 1921, chaired 
by Fred Lister, to form 
the British Legion. 

The Prince of Wales was to be the 
Patron, Earl Haig the President and 

Fred Lister the Chairman. 

The following morning at 9 o'clock, 15th May 
1921, as a symbol of unity, a wreath was laid at the 
Cenotaph by leaders from the four organisations, with 
the Field Marshal and the Lance Bombardier. 

Earl Haig remained the President until his sudden 
death in 1928, aged 66 years. 

Lister was knighted in 1961, and 
worked tirelessly for the Legion 
until his death in 1966, aged 79. 

Only on the Golden Anniversary 
did the British Legion gain the 
Royal title in 1971. 

The Royal British Legion is now 
well known for its Poppy Appeal, 
Festival of Remembrance, and 
Service at the Cenotaph. Money is 
raised to support veterans and their 

families for their financial, welfare, social and 
emotional needs. 

There are over 2500 Branches in the UK and overseas, 
and also Social Clubs, Bands, and Motorcycle groups 
around the country.  

To mark the anniversary Colonel Swanston laid 
the wreath  at Sherfield War Memorial 

on behalf of the Bramley and 
District Branch. 

Following a one minute 
silence, the Kohima 
Epitaph was said by Cllr 
Andy Morgan.  

The Exhortation will be 
read by  Lt Col (Retd) 

Oliver Bartrum. 

Other members will also be 
laying wreaths at Bramley and 

Sherborne St John . 

100 years of  the Royal British Legion 
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MEETING DATES 

Sherfield Park Parish Council will meet next on 
Wednesday 23rd June for the Parish Council Meeting. 
The agenda and supporting items will be available on 
the Parish Council Notice Boards and website, no less 
than 5 days beforehand.  

MAY 2021 AGM  
The Parish Council were happy to get together for the 
Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 19th May 
2021. Outside dodging the rain and adhering to Covid-
19 restrictions, the meeting was the first face-to-face 
gathering of the Parish Council since March 2020. 
Everyone agreed it was great to meet in this way and 
we all hope the plans to come out of lockdown 
continue as planned, ensuring it is safe to do so. 
William Rouse was re-elected as Chair for the next 
year, and Audrey Gordon was also re-elected as  
Vice-Chairman.  

We welcomed Rod Wisniewski as a Sherfield Park 
Parish Councillor when he was co-opted at the 
meeting. Rod and his wife have lived at Sherfield Park 
for many years and Rod is well known for his 
continuing work amongst the community, helping 
local residents at home, as well as fund raising for local 
causes. 

There are 2 further casual vacancies for new 
Councillors to join Sherfield Park Parish Council. If 

this could be you, please contact the clerk by email to 
find out more – 
clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk 

PUBLIC SPACE PROTECTION ORDER 
New signage is in place around our open spaces in line 
with the borough wide Public Space Protection Order 
which means that it is an offence for persons in 
control of a dog not to clear up after their dog has 
fouled in a public space. Failure to comply with a 
PSPO could result in a £100 spot fine or prosecution. 
Please remember – you must bag it and bin it. 

VANDALISM OF TREES AND OUTSIDE 
SPACES 

Sherfield Park residents enjoy an abundance of 
beautiful, mature wooded areas. Whilst the woodland 
is here to played in and enjoyed, unfortunately, a 
minority are causing irreparable damage to our trees. 
The destruction of young healthy saplings and bark 
stripping which kills the tree, is a criminal offence. 
Work to fell the damaged trees is planned, but please 
share this message amongst friends and families to 
prevent any further damage. Please report any acts of 
vandalism to the police via 101. 

 

Sherfield Park Parish 

Tracy Hamer, Clerk & RFO 

Crime Figures for March 2021  

http://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-rural-east/
http://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-east/
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You will have seen in last month's Minister's 
Letter that the Rector of our Benefice* Stephen 
Ball is retiring. There was an official farewell 
service on 23rd May, at which the Bishop of 
Basingstoke was present, and Stephen's last 
service is at St. Leonard’s on 30th May. There will 
be a report of the farewell service in the July issue 
of the Link.  

Stephen and his wife Lorna have made a huge 
contribution to the life of our benefice and 
communities and will be greatly missed. Both are 
multi-talented. With his deep yet accessible 
Christian 
faith 
Stephen has 
been a wise, 
witty and 
tolerant 
minister. 
He has led 
and 
inspired our 
worship 
despite 

great difficulties during his time here - first his 
own very serious illness, and over the last fourteen 
months the pandemic and lockdowns. During the 
lockdowns he was able to develop our worship 
with online 
services which 
have proved a 
great boon to 
our 
congregation, 
many of whom 
were self-
isolating. With 
his background 
as a professional church musician in the 
Fisherfolk he has led our music making in a 
creative and positive way. He has certainly 
enlarged my 
musical 
horizons, 
introducing me 
to new and 
enjoyable 
genres of 
religious music. 

He has also 
demonstrated 
his practical 
and creative 
talents from his 
experience as a 
carpenter. 
Particularly 
memorable was 
his lovely 
display for the 
2017 900th anniversary flower festival.  

The following comments have been made by 
church members: 

'Stephen radiates great warmth and a confident, 
contagious faith. His rich sense of humour 
enlivens conversation and encourages 
cooperation. Working with him on the music for 
services has been a delight, and he will be sorely 
missed' (Mike Abrams). 

 ‘I remember meeting Stephen and Lorna at the 
supper in Bramley Hall when Stephen was in the 

Stephen and Lorna 

Last service at Hartley Wespall - Stephen and Lorna with Michael Webster 

Stephen’s institution as Rector - with the Bishop of 
Basingstoke and the Duke of Wellington A socially distanced service 

L-r Pip Iles, Steve Barlin, Richard 
Smith, Stephem 

Remembrance Day 2020  
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process of applying for the role and praying they 
would come through – they were such a breath of 
fresh air, with such a living faith and a clear heart 
for the work. It was a great joy when I heard that 
Stephen had accepted. The changes he gently 
introduced in our patterns of worship and 
especially the music were lovely and there was 

such a sense of the Lord’s presence with us in 
Church - and a positive momentum building, 
especially following the strategy day we held. In 
particular I remember, with deep respect, 

Stephen’s courage and determination following his 
head injury to make a full recovery and to get back 
to what seemed an even more clear and inspired 
vision for the ministry - and Lorna’s tireless love 
and support at that time. It is such a sadness to 
lose them both in this way, but I am sure they will 
bring the love and presence of God to whatever 
and wherever they embrace in this next phase of 
their lives’ (Chris Blakeley). 

'I remember how 
incredibly 
supportive he was 
in helping to get 
my granddaughter 
into a Church of 
England primary 
school, not an easy 
task in today’s 
world.' (Donald 
Dawson). 

As well as giving 
support to 
Stephen, Lorna 
has also made her 
own contributions 

to the life of the church. Together with Carol 
Armstrong she has led the 'In Touch' scheme, 
which ensures that our church community 
members are supported by allocating other a team 
who to keep in touch with them, particularly in 
times of difficulty. She has also been responsible 
for leading the team which created incredibly 
beautiful flower displays we have enjoyed in 
church services over the past few years, at 
Christmas and at other times.     

As Stephen mentioned in his letter last month he 
and Lorna are remaining in the village for the time 
being, although Stephen will not have a licence to 
officiate at services. Eventually they will be 
moving away from Hampshire. We wish them 
every happiness and fulfilment in their new 
chapter of life in retirement. 

*The Benefice Churches are St James’s Bramley, St 
Mary’s Hartley Wespall, St Leonard’s Sherfield on 
Loddon and St Mary’s Stratfield Saye. 

 

JPA 
Lorna preparing flowers for a wedding 

Christmas 2020 

Stephen saying goodbye  to Jennet leaving  Hartley Wespall 
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In last month's issue we featured news of a new project to set up a 
village archive containing memories and experiences of the 
pandemic and lockdown. We invited readers to send in 
contributions. 

Below is a thoughtful and moving contribution from Dr Donald 
Dawson. Donald is a mainstay of St Leonard's Church, and a 
former editor and current committee member of the Loddon Valley 
Link. Before he retired he was a medical doctor, and his career 
took him and his family all over the world. His book 'Faith, 
Hope and Travel: a Doctor's Journey Across the World' is 
available for sale in aid of the St Leonard's roof fund. If you 
would like a copy please contact the Editor 
(editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk). 

The first lockdown was difficult because there was no 
getting out of the house and garden. The neighbours 
and community were fantastic. One neighbour did my 
shopping and every Monday the community brought an 
evening meal to my door. My wife Elizabeth lives in a 
care home and I could not visit her for months but 
eventually we arranged contact through WhatsApp. The 
second and third lockdowns were easier as I could get 
out and do my own shopping and also visit Elizabeth in 
the care home garden if the weather permitted or 
indoors in a pod. I was fortunate to have had my two 
jabs very early on in the vaccination programme. 

The family situation was good later on with my two sons 
and daughter visiting Elizabeth, as did her sister 
frequently. We all used WhatsApp to make contact with 
Elizabeth but I think she found this confusing. In the 
first lockdown my daughter also helped with my 
shopping. If anything, lockdown has brought us closer 
but it's also frustrating that we cannot socialise more. 

Restrictions have prevented me from visiting family and 
friends, as well as overseas travel. With the first 

lockdown I had to cancel a trip to Holland with my 
daughter for their tulip festival; we postponed it until the 
following year and then had to cancel again. Hopefully 
next year we will get to go!  I have also been prevented 
from going to church but the zoom services have been a 
life saver. 

I think the government and media have been far too 
pessimistic during the pandemic and have created a 
climate of fear, which is hard to reverse. The vaccination 
programme has been an outstanding success but I think 
some of the priorities were wrong. I think school 
teachers, the police and other front line workers should 
have been vaccinated earlier. Some of the restrictions 
did not make sense, such as the arbitrary number of 
people attending weddings and funerals and the closing 
of some shops and not others, with the government 
being driven by the so called science and their 
depressing press briefings which I eventually refused to 
watch. There was a lack of understanding of the 
collateral damage being done by the lockdown and 
schools should never have been closed. People have 
died through lack of cancer treatment, and because of 
the pressures and risk associated with Covid-19 GPs 
were forced virtually to close shop for other conditions. 
The economy has been totally trashed and the slow and 
painful release from lockdown is affecting many 
businesses and causing an increase in mental health 
issues. The sooner we get out of lockdown the better 
and we should deal with Covid as with any other flu 
with an annual booster injection. We have to accept the 
fact that it is not going to go away any time soon and 
learn to live with it. 

Donald Dawson 
May 2021 

John Lenton, minister of St 
James’s Church, Bramley, 
also retired in May after 
serving for ten years. John 
has led countless church 
services, weddings, 
christenings and funerals as 
well as presiding at the 
steady progression of 

services. This had included the successful launch of 
Sunday@nine at Cross House, an informal, relaxed yet 
always reverent approach to worshipping God which 
has grown and developed its own style and tradition 
over the years. He has held courses such as Christianity 
Explored at the Vicarage, and has also played a very 
active part in the life of Bramley C of E Primary School. 
Ann Lenton has also been heavily involved in many 
clubs and committees - and her cooking activities, such 

as providing soups and 
curries for the Bramley 
Fête, will be greatly 
missed! John and Ann 
have also immersed 
themselves in village 
activities, such as the 
Bramley Music Festival 
and the Flower Festival. 

A transition team is planning activities to keep things 
going until the new vicar arrives. John commented that 
"the best way for people  to give support to one another 
over the coming months, even when they disagree with 
each other, is to do what the Apostle Paul told the 
church in the city of Ephesus to do: 'be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just 
as in Christ, God forgave you.’ 

John and Ann Lenton 
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Outdoor cinema will be back in Basingstoke this 
summer with the return of the popular Pictures in the 
Park event. 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council has lined up 
10 fantastic film favourites, to be shown on the big 
screen at a new venue, The Walled Garden at Down 
Grange, from Thursday 8 July to Sunday 11 July. 

Audiences will be treated to a very special outdoor 
cinema season in the beautiful surroundings of the 
Walled Garden and for the first time, due to a day-safe 
screen, there will be afternoon screenings in addition to 
evening performances, so that people of all ages can 
enjoy the entertainment which is part of Basingstoke 
Festival 2021.  

Movie blockbusters will include Frozen 2, Wonder 
Woman 1984, Downton Abbey, Ghostbusters, 
Bridesmaids, Madagascar, Black Panther, The 
Incredibles, Back To The Future and get ready for a 
musical extravaganza with The Greatest Showman Sing
-along! 

As in previous years, cinema-goers are invited to bring 
their own deckchairs and a picnic or buy hot drinks and 

snacks on site. Ticket holders should check the Pictures 
in the Park website for any updates and wrap up warm 
for evening screenings. 

To ensure that the event is COVID-secure, audience 
numbers will be limited and safety measures will be in 
place. 

Tickets will be priced between £5 and £15, plus 
booking fee, and go on sale in mid May 
at www.basingstokefestival.co.uk/picsinpark2021/ 

Find out more about Down Grange at 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/walledgarden 

Pictures in the Park 
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It is June and with luck there will be no more frosts, so 
now is the time to plant out all those tender plants that 
we have been sheltering inside or in the greenhouse. 
But still be cautious of rushing this, making 
sure your plants are well established 
before putting them through the 
transition to outside. It’s an idea 
to still have some fleece or 
newspaper to hand to cover 
plants outside should a night 
frost be forecast. 
 
The Sherfield Flower & 
Produce Show will this year be 
part of Sherfield Together Again on 
the 4th September celebrating the village.  
Rather than having a competition for individual flowers 
or vegetables, this will be an opportunity for keen 
gardeners and amateurs to display their produce.  
Details will be announced in the next Loddon Valley 
Link but get sowing and growing and we all look 
forward to seeing what the village can do.  The art and 
photographic exhibits will be on line as in 2020. 
 
Now some jobs for the Sherfield gardens in June - 
Thin out hardy annuals if you have already planted 
them - cornflowers, nigellas and English marigolds.  
They will grow better with a bit of space. 
Sow seeds of wallflowers for next year. 
Fill any gaps in your borders with bedding plants, such 
as salvia, begonias and pelargoniums. Water any new 
plants well until they are well established. 
Stake and tie in dahlias as they begin to grow tall and to 
stop them flopping over in the wind. 
Continue successional planting of gladioli. 
Keep weeding and deadheading to ensure borders stay 
looking at their best. If you didn’t do so in the 
spring, apply a mulch on moist soil. 
Strong winds at this time of year can 
cause quite a bit of damage to taller 
perennials, so it's essential to keep 
staking and tying them up to help 
prevent damage. 
Cut back delphiniums, right to the 
ground, leaves as well as old 
flower spikes. If you do this now, 
almost all plants will give you a 
second flush of flowers in August 
and September. 
Deadhead roses as often as you can. 
Snip off their browning heads to a bud or 
leaf below to help promote the formation of 
new buds, then more flowers will follow. Rambling and 

climbing roses will be growing rapidly so tie them in 
regularly as close to the horizontal as possible. 
Direct sow brassicas and leeks for winter harvest. 

Bring your beans and tomatoes out of the 
greenhouse and plant them at the base 

of pre-prepared supports. The key 
to ensuring the best harvests of 

both, is to keep the roots well 
watered. 
Pinch out all side shoots of 
your cordon tomatoes, and 
support them with a cane at 

their side to tie them into on a 
regular basis. 

Continue successional sowings of 
carrots, French beans and sugar snap  peas. 

Keep doing successional sowings of radishes, lettuce 
and salad leaves. 
If you have soft fruit in the garden cover fruit with 
netting. 
Mow and edge your lawn – even if you don't have time 
for any other jobs outside, it will make your garden 
look much neater. 
Summer rainfall is rarely enough to keep compost 
moist in containers, so warm weather means daily 
watering of pots and hanging baskets. If yours are 
already dry, rehydrate the compost by plunging the 
whole thing in water for an hour or so. 
If temperatures are high, increase greenhouse shading 
and damp down the greenhouse floor every morning. 
Water pots and growing bags daily, but avoid doing this 
in the middle of the day. 
Now summer is here and the lockdown restrictions are, 
hopefully a thing of the past, enjoy the planting, the 
picking and, from time to time when the sun shines,  
sitting in the garden enjoying what your hard work has 

produced.  Do not forget to think about your 
plans for next year’s garden.  If you go to a 

Garden Centre or Nursery, resist the 
temptation to buy something unless 

you know where the plants or 
shrubs are going.  If you do buy 
perennial plants in pots, buy a 
large size and split them up and 
you will get much better value for 
your money. 
 

Richard Elphick 

June in Your Garden 
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West Green Road  
Hartley Wintney  

RG27 8LP 
 

Open June (date varies) to late September for Pick 
Your Own and Picked fruit, vegetables and flowers 

including Strawberries, Tayberries, Currants, 
Gooseberries, Raspberries, New Potatoes and 
Asparagus; local Honey, Free Range Eggs and 

Homemade Jams and Ice Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, and to place orders or 

visit  www.westgreenfruits.com 
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For more information, help or queries  

Please email: friends@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

Target - £20,000 
Quick & Easy Ways to support 

 Sherfield Village Hall 
Registered Charity Number 272385 

 JustGiving - Buy virtual bricks. Leave your details. Allow us to claim Gift Aid.   

http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/ 

 Bank Transfer - Buy bricks via BACS. Bank details are at: 

http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/ 

 At the Shop - Envelope with your name, contact details and Cash or Cheque 

made out to Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Hall (in full please) 

THANK YOU 

TARGET 

£20,000  

 

18,000 

16,000 

14,000 

12,000 

10,000 

8,000 

6,000 

4,000 

2,000 

0 

http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/
http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/
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Explore Basingstoke town centre with a fun-
filled day of shopping, eating and street 
entertainment  

Spring is in the air and with the latest lifting of COVID 
restrictions, Basingstoke town centre is ready to 
welcome you back. 

From enjoying a meal or drink with family and friends, 
exploring the wide range of national and independent 
shops or taking in a fantastic display of outdoor art, 
there really is something for everyone. 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council has been 
working closely with Festival Place, The Malls and local 
businesses to ensure visitors can enjoy a welcoming and 
pleasant experience. 

This includes one way systems, an increased cleaning 
schedule of public areas, hand sanitising stations and 
extensive signage reminding shoppers what they need 
to do to keep safe. 

To help everyone get the most out of their visit to the 
town centre, a dedicated team of friendly town centre 
ambassadors are on hand to answer any questions 
people may have and promote the social distancing 
measures in place. 

And a series of COVID-safe outdoor arts and theatrical 
productions will provide much-needed entertainment 
across the town centre every Saturday ahead of the start 
of Basingstoke Festival from Friday 25 June. 

To avoid disappointment, visitors are being encouraged 

to plan ahead of their visit as individual businesses are 
likely to have new measures in place such as booking 
systems.  

Leader of Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council Cllr 
Ken Rhatigan said: “It is fantastic to see the town 
centre buzzing with visitors again following the 
relaxation of COVID restrictions and I am pleased that 
more businesses are able to reopen next week. 

“As well as a fantastic range of shops, bars and 
restaurants ready to explore, we have been working 
hard to organise a full programme of outdoor 
entertainment in the run up to Basingstoke Festival in 
June. 

“We have been supporting our town centre partners 
and businesses to keep you safe so please continue to 
follow the measures in place when you are enjoying 
everything the town centre has to offer by shopping 
local.” 

For more information about the Top of The Town, 
visit www.lovebasingstoke.co.uk, The Malls at 
www.themalls.co.uk and Festival Place’s website at 
www.festivalplace.co.uk. 

New round of Additional Restrictions Grant 
launched for borough’s businesses  

Further financial support is now available for business-
es who are not eligible for other government funding as 
they safely reopen following the easing of COVID re-
strictions. 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council has launched 
a new element of the Additional Restrictions Grant 
Scheme. 

The new scheme will provide one-off grants to busi-
nesses who have business premises but are not eligible 
for other funding such as Restart Grants that only apply 
to businesses that pay business rates. 

Businesses eligible for this new grant include non-
essential retail businesses with grants of up to £6,000 
and hospitality, accommodation, leisure, personal care 
and gym premises with grants of up to £9,000, depend-
ant on their overhead costs. 

In addition, one-off grants of up to £2,500 will be avail-
able for taxi businesses. 

Both grant schemes will run until Friday 14 May but 

may close sooner due to limited funding. 

More information on the eligibility of both schemes can 
be found at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/local-restrictions-
support-grant     

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council’s Executive 
Director of Corporate Services Sue Cuerden said: “We 
know this has been a difficult year for many businesses, 
and in particular those who are not eligible for other 
government funding schemes, and this new round of 
ARG funding is available to those businesses who need 
that helping hand. 
 
“We hope these one-off payments will provide eligible 
businesses with much-needed financial support and 
help to protect people’s jobs for the future. As we have 
limited funding available through this scheme, I would 
encourage all businesses in the borough who are eligible 
for this funding to apply as part of this new round to 
allow us to administer this support as quickly as we 
can.”  
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http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5mZXN0aXZhbHBsYWNlLmNvLnVr&r=13286953019&d=13816115&p=1&t=h&h=7d8590b59564da16e551c638fb83d7d8
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5iYXNpbmdzdG9rZS5nb3YudWsvbG9jYWwtcmVzdHJpY3Rpb25zLXN1cHBvcnQtZ3JhbnQ%3d&r=13266684501&d=13723607&p=1&t=h&h=5a34d8f6893481b0602dba14309e4469
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5iYXNpbmdzdG9rZS5nb3YudWsvbG9jYWwtcmVzdHJpY3Rpb25zLXN1cHBvcnQtZ3JhbnQ%3d&r=13266684501&d=13723607&p=1&t=h&h=5a34d8f6893481b0602dba14309e4469


Page 40 

 

Solutions on p. 44 

Puzzle Pages 

www.sudokuoftheday.com 
A step-by-step guide to solving this puzzle can be found on the web site  

ACROSS 
6 On average, America's lost without 
Catholic prayer (3,5) 
8 When ready accept new agreement (6) 
9 Adult getting married is afraid (4) 
10 Playing very badly in runless West 
Indian team (5,5) 
11 Base, destructive goddess pursues little 
fellow (6) 
13 After all one who’s engaged first put 
off marriage (8) 
14 Hotel perhaps is a compromise (13) 
16 Apparently boat to China is near (8) 
18 Book, one to take to bed? (6) 
20 Very likely one will be dismissed, being 
vulnerable to attack (10) 
21 Border Agency’s prime objection (4) 
22 Some of Schoenberg’s music is so 
advanced, almost completely out of 
fashion (6) 
23 Lively soul, a rebellious sort once (8)   
 
DOWN 
1 Perhaps I will be heard making frank 
confession (6) 
2 In the thick of attack, runs off to hold 
mass (4) 
3 Vissi d’arte, say, is inferior to new 
McCartney No 1? That’s heresy! (8) 
4 Hope and hope at first? (10) 
5 One is able to support view (mostly) of 
C of E (8) 
7 Fear of lightning strike in Portugal has 
leaders of overseas organisation a bit 
worried (13) 
8 18 film certificate’s removed so you’ll 
get entry (5) 
12 Finds out source of serious sectarian 
struggles (10) 
14 Assume drug given by apothecary is 
suitable (8) 
15 About half are accepted at first for 
university life (8) 
17 Radical Left supports comrade in 
union (5) 
19 Copper, note, cracks case of arson, 
showing keen perception (6) 
21 Section of Niagara Falls appears 
inverted at a distance (4)  
 

Set by Alberich alberichcrosswords.com 
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Across 
1. Oily or greasy (9) 
5. Bet (5) 
7. Young eel (5) 
9. Land measure (4) 
10. Sultry (6) 
12. Dairy product (6) 
13. Hex (4) 
15. Crowd scene actor (5) 
16. Hidden drawback (5) 
18. Accumulated (9) 
 
Down 
1. Cutting tool (3) 
2. Remedy (4) 
3. Wildcat (6) 
4. Contradiction in terms (7) 
6. Article of clothing (7) 
8. Findings of a jury (7) 
9. Of times long past (7) 
11. Attack (6) 
14. Dull pain (4) 
17. Concealed (3) 

ABYSSINIAN, 
ANGORA, 
BALINESE, 
BENGAL, 
BIRMAN, 
BOBTAIL, 

BOMBAY, 
BURMESE, 
CHARTREUX, 
CHAUSIE, 
CHERUBIM, 

CYMRIC, 
HIMALAYAN, 
JAVANESE, 
KORAT, 
LONGHAIR, 
MALAYAN, 

MANX, 
MUNCHKIN, 
NEBELUNG, 
OCICAT, 
PERSIAN, 
RAGDOLL, 

SIAMESE, 
SIBERIAN, 
SINGAPURA, 
SOMALI, 
SPHYNX, 
TIFFANIE, 

TIIFFANY, 
TONKINESE. 

Word Search - Cats 

https://www.sudokuoftheday.com
alberichcrosswords.com


Page 42 

 

At our last Zoom meeting we talked about, and looked 
at photos of, our activities over the last year, in 
particular the three lockdown periods and springtime.  
One of the first items we looked at was typically spring 
– the painting ‘Daffodils in Normandy’ by David 
Hockney.  Some of our members are talented artists 
and one of them showed us some paintings that she’d 
done at an art class.   
Next up was some poetry – one by Gerard Manley 
Hopkins about spring and another which begins, 
‘Spring has sprung, the grass is riz, I wonder where 
those boidies is?’  The author of the latter is apparently 
anonymous.  Lots of photos of our walks were 
presented, especially of 
Wildmoor, the river Loddon 
and Hartley Mill, and also the 
disused church at Stratfield 
Turgis.  On the subject of 
churches, someone has spent 
time visiting the churchyards 
in our area and had a lovely 
photo of the architecture at 
Hartley Wespall.  You don’t 
always realise the interesting 
things on your doorstep!  
There were photos of The 
Shop with its wonderful crew 
of volunteers, the distanced 
celebrations for VE Day, VJ Day and Remembrance 
Day, and the opening of The Coffee Shop, where some 
of us met outside last summer.  In September the 
coffee shop hosted Chris Horton’s annual Macmillan 
Coffee Morning and despite the cold weather, it was 
well attended.  Bird-watching has been a favourite past-
time and sightings were made of the nuthatch and 
goldcrest, apart from the usual magpies and pigeons!  
Cartoons were included in our collection and one 
which amused most was of a sheepdog sitting in an 
armchair indoors with a phone surrounded by a flock 
of sheep saying, ‘I’m working from home now’!  
Another amusing shot was of a dog sitting in a 
‘spaceship’ made from a cardboard box which had been 
used for the delivery of an internet order. 
 
NWR nationally has continued its series of Zoom 
lectures and one which was recently enjoyed was a tour 
of Tudor London by a London guide who was 
extremely knowledgeable.  He showed us a map of 
Tudor London dated 1563 when the population was 
around 200,000 people.  At that time there were 82 
churches in London and 60% of the land was owned by 
the church.  Much of Tudor London was destroyed in 
the Great Fire of September 1666, which destroyed 

13,200 houses and 100,000 people were 
made homeless.  Four hundred streets, 
alleys and courtyards were reduced to a 
mass of rubble and smouldering wood.  
Surprisingly there was no great loss of life and only 
eight people were thought to have died as a direct 
result. However, there are significant reminders of 
Tudor London if you know where to look.  The tour 
started at the site of Bridewell Palace, built for Henry 
VIII near the River Fleet.  Henry complained that it 
was too noisy and later Edward VI granted it to the 
City to be used as a workhouse and also a prison.  The 
tour moved on to the site of Blackfriars Priory, where 

the library of the Apothecaries 
Hall is to be found in the 
mediaeval gatehouse.  The 
tour progressed to Smithfield 
and St Bartholomew’s 
Hospital, the Guildhall and 
Throgmorton Street. 
 
Just to amuse ourselves we 
decided to research our 
Chinese Zodiac sign and find 
out whether any of it applied 
to us!  The signs rotate in a 
twelve year cycle and we are 
currently in the year of the Ox.  

As someone said, it is astonishing that most of her class 
at school would have been the same sign and therefore 
exhibited the same characteristics, job choice, lucky 
numbers, colours, etc!  Two of us were Dragons with 
the Water element and could barely find anything 
which applied to us, except for perhaps the following 
negatives: gives up easily (newspaper crossword?), little 
willpower (the diet?), unwilling to admit mistakes 
(hmmm!).  One of us was pleased to discover that she 
is a Pig with the Earth element as she loves gardening 
and finds happiness with her family.  Other signs 
included the Horse and the Monkey. 
 
Our next topic is another fun evening on Zoom when 
we will play, ‘Animal, Vegetable or Mineral’.  We also 
have another lecture planned about the history of 
chocolate, and at a later date, the history of sugar.  It is 
hoped that in the summer we can hold meetings in 
gardens when the weather permits!  Once we are back 
to meeting face-to-face, we’ll be in a position to 
welcome anyone interested in joining us.  We usually 
meet in members’ houses on a Thursday evening once a 
month.  Three meetings are offered free of charge.  If 
you are interested, please ring me on the number at the 
back of the magazine.                Gill Fearon 

    National Women's Register 
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Puzzle Solutions  

Stratfield Saye Village Hall 

 

A small, attractive and traditional hall in New 
Street, Stratfield Saye 

Ideal for children’s parties and functions 
Ample parking 

To view or hire, contact Linda on:  
(01189)332106 

St Leonard’s Church Room is 

available for hire 
The Church Room attached to St Leonard's 
is a light modern space with kitchen (Food 

Hygiene Rating 5), and toilet facilities. 
Suitable for business and community group 

meetings or parties. Large car park.   

For more information about hiring please 
contact:  

admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk   
01256 882788 
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The Chambers of Commerce help to make 
businesses become more successful, by 

providing them with networking 
opportunities, business support and advice, 

as well as a great range of products and 
services.  

The Hampshire Chamber is currently 
running a number of workshops on 

managing and developing businesses for the 
post-Covid world.  

For more information contact the Hampshire 
Chamber 01329 242420, at 

info@hampshirechamber.co.uk or by 
completing the contact form at 

www.hampshirechamber.co.uk/contact-us/ 

Contact the Basingstoke Chamber on 01329 
242420 or at 

lisa.hall@hampshirechamber.co.uk  

 

mailto:admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk
mailto:info@hampshirechamber.co.uk
mailto:www.hampshirechamber.co.uk/contact-us/
mailto:lisa.hall@hampshirechamber.co.uk
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Assistant Priest  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
sc.cedars@greenbee.net  

Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
lgoodall.work@gmail.com 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, Sherfield-on-
Loddon, RG27 0JB  
Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Churchwarden  Mick Cooper 07594 315508 
Treasurer: Peter Martinson 07952 873274 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 

Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453  
rosyhannah@hotmail.com 
  

Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye  

with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and Bramley - Church Officers 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
    

All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles 
Tel. 01256 880559 

advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
 

Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month 
Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. Requests are dealt with in order. 
Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 

Editor for the July edition - Jane Abrams 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 14th June 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee 

Chair and Editor: Jane Abrams  01256 881188  
jabrams2226@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 
advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Editor and CTO: Simon Boase  
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com 

Editor: Howard Perkins  
01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 

Chiara Ziamin 
chiara.zamin@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 

Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
lyngiugovaz@gmail.com 

Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379  
dgdawson@sky.com 

Louise Grainger  01256 883967   
manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

                              

Loddon Valley Link  
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Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments Karen Ross  842662 

Basingstoke Gazette Chris Horton 882426 

Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr Chris Tomblin 07549 637650 
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr Nick Robinson 07585 578295 

Brownies sherfieldbrownies@gmail.com 

Breach Lane Chapel Geoff Belsham 882534 

Catholic Church Fr. Chris Rutledge 465214 

Clift Surgery Patient Group TBC - 

Cricket Club (Sherfield) Steve Dummer 07775 674869 

Cricket Club (Stratfield Turgis  
and Hartley Wespall) 

  

 Captain Manoj George  07552 114188 

 Contact Martin Turvey  07785 580456 

Evergreens Jean Berntsen 882798 

Happy Faces Playgroup Viv Allway and Alison Smith 880903 

Loddon Players Peter Francis 07867 547696 

Loddon Quilters Jacky Morgan     882350 

Loddon Sports Junior Football Club Fred Berntsen 882798 

Lunch Club Helen Belsham 882534 

NWR Gill Fearon 882106 

Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 101 

Police - Sherfield Park PCSO Adam Steel 101 

Poppies Natalie Larner 880075 

Post Office Sherfield on Loddon 882210 

Rainbows Pam Luck 882687 

Sherfield Community Care Grp Basingstoke NeighbourCare 423855 

Sherfield on Loddon Fete Bruce Batting 882605 

Sherfield & District Gardening Club Dan Farrow 882680 

  Andy Morgan 882350 

Sherfield Park Community Centre Louise Grainger 883967 

Sherfield Park Parish Council Tracy Hamer 07778546477 

Sherfield & District Show Richard Elphick 07768004820 

Sherfield Village Hall     

 Caretaker/Bookings Wendy Gosden 07468 427684 

 Management Committee Ivan Gosden 07940 212441 

 Trustee   Nick Robinson 07585 578295 

Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council Karen Ross 842662 

Sherfield Village Green Volunteers John Attwood 881760 

Short Mat Bowls Norman Stanley 881021 

Stratfield Saye Parish Council Louise Webb 07771 727547 

Stratfield Saye Village Hall Linda Bishop 0118 933 2106 

Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting Sheila Campbell (Chair) 882351 

Toddler Group 0-5s TBC    

Tree Wardens John Darker 882334 

  Cllr Diana Effiong 07796 045944 

mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
mailto:lgoodall.work@gmail.com
mailto:rosyhannah@hotmail.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:perkinsthekeep@gmail.com
mailto:chiara.zamin@gmail.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
mailto:sherfieldbrownies@gmail.com
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DRIVING INSTRUCTOR, SHERFIELD PARK Semi retired , 26 years experience, very patient, 
good with nervous pupils.  Good pass rate.  Covers Bramley, Sherfield , Chineham.  Reasonable rates. 
Contact Graham 07806469963/barney0729@icloud.com 

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced, local lady 
who cleans every corner. References. Tel 07933 316989 or e-mail mariacleaning@live.co.uk  

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, payroll, self
-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, re-wires, 
lights etc.  No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, jce.morris@outlook.com   

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden maintenance. Tel 
01256 882696 or 0784 230 3366. E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com 

HYPNOTHERAPIST APHP ACCREDITED Hypnotherapy can help with: quitting smoking; 
weight; stress/anxiety/fears/phobias; confidence; reducing depression…and more. Free 30min 
consultation. Call 07793050047 or email: noeleen.hornby@personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net; 
www.personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net 

NEW DOG WALKING SERVICES available in and around Sherfield on Loddon! Please visit 
www.paws-explore.co.uk for prices and services.  

ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 words. Anything from lost cats to small services. 
Just drop an email to:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
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When it comes to thinking about the future of your 
loved ones it is important to have plans in place to 
cover all eventualities should anything happen to you.  

 Many people put off planning for the future because it 
is something they would rather not 
think about, or choose to worry about it at a later 
date – after all few people like to face up to the 
eventuality of their passing.  

 If this sounds like you, your loved ones could be left 
with some very complicated issues to resolve 
at a difficult and emotional time.   

 At Phillips Solicitors, our expert lawyers in our Wills 
and Probate team, understand the importance of 
planning for the future.   

 That is why we specialise in providing clear, 
straightforward advice so you can make informed, 
positive decisions.  

 In addition to drafting and reviewing Wills, we offer a 
wide range of other services too. These include dealing 
with your affairs after your death through our probate 
service, where we wind up your estate with sensitivity 
and understanding and help your family get through 
what can be a very confusing and upsetting time.  

 We can arrange for Lasting 
Powers of Attorney (LPAs) to 
be set up, so that someone 
can take care of your 
decisions in the event that 
you lose capacity, maybe as a 
result of an accident or 
illness.  

 Our team can also arrange 
and administer trusts to ensure 
your assets are protected and 
your family is looked after.  

 To find out how we can help 
you plan for the future, please 
contact Lucy Watson, who is the 
head of our Wills and Probate 
team, by 
emailing lucy.watson@phillips-law.co.uk or by calling 
01256 854646.  

 Alternatively, for more information about our wide 
range of legal services please visit www.phillips-
law.co.uk 

When contacting Phillips, please mention the Loddon 
Valley Link. 

Planning for the future  

mailto:barney0729@icloud.com
mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:jce.morris@outlook.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
mailto:noeleen.hornby@personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net
mailto:www.personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net
http://www.paws-explore.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR1jLx3kOlQb5vvv3BbTjFzDj4hzgUUxaJJT2sXkFbs9KK8dB9_vFl1bAu0
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
http://www.phillips-law.co.uk
http://www.phillips-law.co.uk
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