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Dear Friends 

I 
 do hope your year is progressing well 
and that you are enjoying the summer, 
however, at the time of writing I have 
no idea whether we will be knee deep in 
mud or not when you receive this.  I 

have grown lots of plants from seed this year and for 
the first time for a number of years I had them all 
sown on time.  One particular pot of celeriac had me 
on the edge of my seat.  The packet informed me 
that the seed would germinate in 14 to 21 days.  
After 40 days there was still no sign of a shoot.  
Given that this vegetable needs a long season I was 
in two minds as to whether to sow the seed again or 
just simply abandon the cause.  Three days ago I 
decided to throw the soil away but for some 
reason I delayed and the very next day seven 
or eight shoots appeared.  Now there are 30.  I 
know that some seeds can take up to a year to 
germinate but I won’t be growing any of 
those;  I can’t take the suspense.  Time and 
time again in gardening I have had this happen 
but I still haven’t learned to be patient.   

I love gardening because there always seem to 
be plenty of life lessons involved.  I found myself 
wondering again about patience and trying to assess 
how patient a person I really am.  Clearly, not so 
much with some seeds but then they are just seeds.  
Then there are slow computers, the constant request 
for passwords that I have forgotten, and my cat, 
Oscar.  I don’t think I’m that patient with myself 
either and there are so many things that I wish 
would speed up in my own life.  For some reason I 
seem to be able to be endlessly patient with other 
people.  Whether or not that is my training or just 
experience of life, I’m not sure.  

 As with kindness, which I wrote about in my April 
letter, patience is a virtue that flows from love.  That 

being true I have to ask myself 
why I can be patient with others 
but not so much myself.  I 
suspect that I am not the only 
one that reacts in this way.  But I 
need to learn to be patient with 
myself and I need to love myself 
more because others do and so does 
God.  God himself knows how many reasons there 
are for him not to be patient with me and yet he is.  
Over the years I realise that this knowledge has 
allowed me to become more patient with myself, not 
to be so self-critical and, consequently, less stressed.  
This in turn has enabled me to become more patient 
and tolerant of others no matter who they are, where 

they are from and what differences there are 
between us.  This can only be a good thing 
for our world.   

Driving has been a classic case of this for me.  
In my thirties I recognised how stressed I was 
getting on the road and at some point I made 
a decision that it didn’t matter how quickly I 
arrived somewhere, only that I arrived safely 
and at peace with myself and those around 

me.  It was clear then that being patient was a choice 
rather than something innate or acquired.  Again, as 
with kindness, the choice to be patient flows from 
the choice to want the best out of life and the best 
for others.  Patience is an act of love, both for 
yourself and for others.   

God is love, and those who live in love live in God and God 
lives in them.   1 John 4:16 

Every blessing 

Stephen. Email: vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com  07943 
014277 

  Minister’s Letter 

Patience 

is an act 

of  love 

Share in the proceeds from Sherfield Fete 

Applications are invited from local groups to share in the proceeds from this year’s 

village fete. 

Please complete the application form online or send a paper copy to: 

Bruce Batting, Apple Tree Cottage, Greenway, Sherfield Green, Sherfield on 

Loddon, RG27 OEE 

For further information, you are welcome to ring 01256 880075 

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS is 31st JULY 
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W 
elcome to the June edition of 
the Loddon Valley Link.  The 
year seems to progress with 
relentless abandon. Our  
swallows are back chasing the 

cats away from the garage and repairing their nest. 
Everything has greened up and gardens are blooming 
lovely. We had a very interesting village walk last month 
and were treated to woodlands carpeted with blue as 
the English Bluebells kept flourishing.  

It’s the end of an era for the Loddon Valley Link with 
our chairman, Donald Dawson handing over the reins 
to Jane after more than 20 years. Donald has overseen 
some important improvements and kept the magazine 
on a sound financial footing to go forward. Thanks 
from all the committee but more on that next month.   

Stratfield Turgis is having its AGM on  Friday 31st May 
so all residents are welcome at the Cricket Pavilion 
(p43). 

Stratfield Turgis has just purchasen and installed a 
defibrillator  at the Jekyll & Hyde with thanks to 
electrician John Morris (featured in the small ads).  

There are new borough councillors and there s been a 
change in leadership at the council (p41) 

Fetes feature heavily with Sherfield Village (p27), 
Sherfest on the back page, Bramley (p28) and even 
Sherborne St John getting in on the act (p12) 

Hartley Mill is opening its doors to the public once 
again for their Charity Regatta this month (p27).  

The villagers opened their gardens with a lovely show 
supporting Oliver  Warner (p36) and Bramley school is 
supporting him with something a bit different (p42).  

This month's cover picture of the village green is from 
Yasmin.  We’ll be running our cover picture 
competition again this year so keep your images coming 

in.  

The Link will be helping run a stall in 
the ‘Window on Sherfield’ feature at 
the fete so come along, meet the team 
and tell us what you think of the magazine. Apparently 
there will be  competitions and prizes too.  

Send your articles, comments and pictures (especially 
for the cover) to editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  
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Editorial 

The Loddon Valley Link is hand distributed by your volunteer neighbours to over 2,000 houses across the 
parishes of Sherfield on Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Turgis. Available 
online at loddonvalleylink.org.uk.. We return any profits to the community in the form of grants which amounted 
to nearly £3000 last year. 

Simon Boase 

T 
he Loddon Valley Link is once 
again inviting budding student 
editors to produce one of its 
summer editions. We hope that this 
offer will appeal to those currently 

involved in, say, media studies or similar, or to others 
who simply have an interest in gaining valuable 
hands-on experience producing a magazine such as 
ours. Time’s running out so contact us soon.  

We would also like a permanent 
editor, to work alongside our 
existing editors in rotation. This 
is a great way of becoming involved in the local 
community. If you are interested we would really like 
to hear from you. Or you could be a member of the 
Loddon Valley Link Committee, to support the work 
of producing, distributing and developing the 
magazine. Contact: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

 Editors Wanted for the Loddon Valley Link 

http://www.loddonvalleylink.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
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Sunday 2nd June  Easter 7 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine                    Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Holy Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye  

10.30am Matins St James Bramley                

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Services June 2019 

Friday 14th June   

4.15pm Messy Church Sherfield Park  Community Centre     

Sunday 9th June  Pentecost 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

11.00am Songs of Praise on the Green Sherfield Village Green 

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

Sunday 16th June  Trinity 

8.00am Holy Communion                 Little London 

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley                

10.00am Family Communion & Sunday Club St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.30am Morning Worship St James Bramley                

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Sunday 23rd June  Trinity 1 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am   Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Together in Worship St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

Children are welcome at all our services. Services in italics are particularly geared to them 

Sunday 7th July  Trinity 3 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine                    Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Holy Communion       St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye  

10.30am Matins St James Bramley                

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Sunday 30th June  Trinity 2 

10.00am Benefice Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.30am Together in Worship St James Bramley                
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Parish Registers 
 

BAPTISMS 

Peter Terrence Lance   28th April 2019   Sherfield 

Bethany Kate Ella Clark  28th April 2019   Sherfield 

Eleanor Mae Clark   28th April 2019   Sherfield 

We always thank Mothers  

this year we will celebrate Fathers too! 
 

Father’s Day, Sunday 16th June 2019 

Special Family Communion service 

10am St Leonard’s, Sherfield 

 

Songs of Praise on the Green   
 

Sunday June 9th  
 

 

11am, Sherfield Village Green 
 

A fun informal service held outside on the green, for the whole family.   
We will be using the fete marquee in case the weather is wet! 

 

Everyone welcome,  

bring your dogs, bikes! 

 

Tadley Concert Brass will once again be kindly  

providing the music for us.   
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Catholic Services 

St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke. 

Parish Office Open:  

Tues to Friday  
9.30 am-1.00 pm Tel.465214. 

Sunday Mass 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm  

Breach Lane Chapel Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416 

Baptist Chapel—May 2019 

 

Friday 14th June 2019 

All welcome!   
4.15pm start, singing, dancing and parable then lots of fun 

craft followed by a tasty meal, finishing at 5.45pm  

 

PLEASE NOTE - IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU BOOK 

In order for us to plan catering and avoid wastage 

(and please advise of any food allergies).   

For more information and to book, please contact : 

Rosy Staines - rosyhannah@hotmail.com 

or on Facebook: messychurchsol 

 

Sunday 2nd 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

Saturday 8th pm Stall at Sherfield Village Fete 

Sunday 9th 10.30am Family Worship led by Alistair Sneddon 

  11am Songs of Praise on the Common 

Tuesday 11th 10am Open Morning at the Chapel 

Saturday 2pm Disabled Christian Fellowship (Thru’ the Roof Club) 

Sunday 16th 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham including  

Sunday 23rd 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

Tuesday 25th 10am Open Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 30th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

  6pm SENSE Contemporary Worship at St Andrew’s Methodist 
Church 
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Psalm 103: 8-12 

“The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 
abounding in love. He will not always accuse, nor will he 
harbour his anger for ever; he does not treat us as our sins 
deserve or repay us according to our wrongdoings. For as high 
as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those 
who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he 
removed our transgressions from us. 

Prayer for the month 

Gracious God, generous and patient, merciful and 
kind, we thank you for your nurturing and guiding 
love, which draws us towards you and the fullness of 
your blessing. Thank you for the blessings you pour 
out on us, even in the challenging times of our lives. 
Thank you for our gifts and creativity, which all 
come from you. We are sorry that we sometimes 
withhold our gifts from others, misuse them or keep 
them for ourselves alone. We recognise our need of 
you and your forgiveness and healing. Help us to be 
like you, share like you and love like you. Help us to 
grow in faith and fellowship with our brothers and 
sisters, read your word often, trust in you and follow 
in your paths throughout this life and into our 
eternity with you. 

Prayer points for June 

We continue to pray for peace throughout the world.  
We pray for all who are persecuted for their faith or 
because of their differences.  We pray for the High 

Court of Parliament and for the 
European Parliament, that in all the 
deliberations that continue to take place 
regarding Brexit, truth and transparency 
will be of prime importance and that listening, 
understanding and compromise will bring a swift 
resolution to what seems to be an impossible 
challenge.  We pray that you will continue to help us 
to be kind to each other in these matters. 

Loving God, we pray for our homes and families. 
We pray especially for those who are lonely; that we 
may see who they are and offer the hand of 
friendship. We pray for all who are suffering in any 
way; that with our support and loving concern they 
may find healing in body, mental strength and 
wisdom to navigate the days ahead and a sense of 
your presence and love for them as well as our love 
and prayers for them. Bless the work of doctors, 
nurses and all healthcare professionals and 
administrative support staff as well as all who bring 
care to our communities. We pray for the work of St 
Michael’s Hospice. 

We pray especially for all who grieve the loss of 
loved ones, whether recently or in the past, and we 
ask for your comfort and peace, using us to make 
that a reality if possible.  In Jesus name we pray all 
these prayers. Amen. 

Prayers for June 
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M 
EETING DATES 

The next full Parish Council 
meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 12th June 2019.  As 
normal the meeting will start at 

7.30pm, with notices posted on Parish Notice Boards 
and the Parish Council’s website detailing the agenda, 
no less than 5 days beforehand.  Alternately check 
www.sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk/FullCouncil.as
px) early in the first week of the month for the agenda 
and background documents 

 

COUNCIL CHANGES 

At the Annual Parish meeting on 10th May, Cllr Joyce 
Bowyer was thanked for her service to the community 
in her role as a Borough Councillor, which she 
relinquished ahead of the Borough Council Election on 
2nd May.  

The meeting also expressed its appreciation for Cllr 
Bowyer’s contribution in establishing Sherfield Park as 
a Parish Council, and her achievements as chairman of 
the Parish over the last 3 years.  Sherfield Park will 
continue to benefit from Cllr Bowyer’s many years of 
experience, as she remains a Parish Councillor.   

The change in Office holders which followed the 
Council’s Annual Meeting on 8th May, where the 
choice of a new Chair (Cllr Jenny Vaux) and Vice-Chair 
(Cllr Will Rouse) who were elected by the councillors.  
The Council’s two standing committees, which meet in 
public, will be chaired by Cllr Audrey Gordon 
(Finance), and Cllr Quintin Alvares (Planning) for the 
next year.  Details of these committees, as well as sub-
committees which advise the full Council in specialist 
areas, will be posted on the Council’s website and 
Facebook page shortly.   

 

BOROUGH ELECTION RESULTS 

Following this month’s Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council elections we also have a new Borough 
Councillor representing Chineham (and Sherfield Park).  
Councillor Laura Edwards, joins Cllrs Paul Miller and 
Elaine Still as one of our local borough representatives.  
You can find out how to contact any of them via the 
Borough website at 
https://democracy.basingstoke.gov.uk/mgFindMembe
r.aspx, and then search by name or ward (Chineham).  
Laura has already attended two Parish Council meetings 
and the Annual Parish Meeting, and having been 
brought up locally says she is extremely keen to keep in 
touch with the local population and do her best for the 
area. 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

The Annual Parish Meeting took place on 10th May, 
with over 60 residents taking part.  By far the best 
attendance since the Parish was created in 2016!  In 
addition to the 6 Parish Councillors taking part, we 
were fortunate to have Cllr Paul Miller, and Cllr Laura 
Edwards from the Borough Council in attendance. 

The main topic discussed was concern by many 
residents about the decision of the Planning Inspector 
to allow a site off Dixon Road to be developed for a 
single (travellers) pitch containing a mobile home, 
touring caravan and associated day room and 
hardstanding.  Cllr Miller, who chairs the Borough 
Development Control Committee, explained the 
situation, notably: 

The Inspector’s decision came about largely because of 
lack of existing provision for travellers in the Borough, 
due to delays by developers; 

The owners are required to meet 8 pre-conditions 
before starting development, some which are 
challenging including demonstrating the land is not 
contaminated by munitions or other materials, and 
decontaminating it if it is; and 

The Borough still has the option in the 6 weeks since 
the decision was handed down, to appeal the decision 
in the High Court.  Following an assessment by the 
Borough, a decision about any appeal should be made 
public by the end of June. 

Whilst residents were reassured by Cllr Miller that the 
Borough’s planning enforcement team will enforce the 
preconditions, many of those at the meeting expressed 
the view that Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 
had not argued the case strongly enough at and before 
the planning appeal. 

 

Other matters raised at the meeting included: 

Disappointment by some regarding elements of the 
operation of both the “Red Man” and “Chineham 
Centre” roundabouts on the A33.  Cllr Miller assured 
the meeting that Hampshire County Council (HCC) are 
reviewing the traffic flow at the roundabouts; 

The reduction in Sherfield Park of overnight street 
lighting, a measure taken by HCC so that between 1.00-
4.00am most of our street lights are switched off.  This 
seems to be encouraging an increase in attempted theft 
from cars and garages, and other instances of petty 
crime; 

The realignment of Cufaude Lane has increased traffic 
(Continued on page 12) 
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volume and speed through Sherfield Park, raising 
concerns about the safety of pedestrians.   

Residents were encouraged to raise these highway 
related issues with Hampshire County Council, as the 
responsible local authority, via our County Councillor 
Elaine Still, using her County Council e-mail address - 
elaine.still@hants.gov.uk  

 

PARISH CLERK VACANCY 

Following the resignation of the Parish Clerk, the 
Parish Council is seeking a replacement.  
The role of Clerk is to ensure that the Council as a 
whole conducts its business properly, and to provide 
independent, objective and professional advice and 
support.  This exciting part-time community based role 
needs someone who is numerate, has good 
administrative and project management skills, and great 
interpersonal skills.  Hours can be flexible however 
council meetings are generally held in the evenings. Full 
training is available. If you are interested please contact 
the Chair for more information: Cllr Jenny Vaux at 
cllr.vaux@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk, or call her 
on 07801-105006.   

 

ANTI “DOG FOULING” CAMPAIGN 

In response to concerns, particularly over the winter, 
about dogs fouling on our sports pitches, a leafleting 
campaign sponsored by the Parish Council will take 
place in September to remind everyone of the dangers 
to others if they fail to pick up after their pets.  

Please can everyone do their best to control their 
animals at all times, in consideration of the wider 
community. 

 

BROADBAND CAPACITY 

Following  recent work by BT Openreach, properties 
covered by Cabinet 15 on Gaiger Avenue should now 
be receiving an improved quality of broadband service, 
with more residents requiring superfast broadband able 
to be catered for. 

     

Residents are reminded that the best way to contact the 
parish councillors about any community concerns is via 
the clerk on 07421704209 or via 
clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk.  

 

Sherfield Park Parish Council 

16th May 2019 

(Continued from page 11) 
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M 
eeting dates 

The June Parish Council 
meeting will be held on 
Tuesday 11th June 2019.  
Subsequently the next Full 

Parish Council Meeting will be  held on 9th July 2019. 

The next Leisure and Village Green meeting will take 
place on 23rd July 2019 

Borough Council Elections 

Cllr Robinson was re-elected as a Borough Councilor 
for the Sherfield and Bramley ward. The Parish 
Council congratulates Cllr Robinson and looks 
forward to working with him.  A reminder that next 
year will be “all out” elections when all borough 
council seats are contended again. 

Fly Tipping 

The Parish Council has been made aware that people 
are disposing their Green waste (Grass cuttings) on 
the Verges and Village green around the Village. 
Please be aware that this is fly-tipping and if you are 
caught you may well be fined. Basingstoke and Deane 
offer a garden waste collection service. Further details 
can be found at  

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/gardenwaste 
or please ring Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council on 01256 844844. 

Dixon Road 

The appeal for Dixon Road was upheld by the 
planning Inspector. 

Now the Parish Council needs to be mindful to 
working with Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council to ensure all conditions to be fulfilled by the 
applicant PRIOR to the site being occupied are 
undertaken fully.   

Karen Ross, Clerk to Sherfield on Loddon PC 

PO Box 6862, Basingstoke RG24 4QZ  Telephone: 
01256 842662 

Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 

 Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 

S 
peeding 

A number of vehicles continue to speed 
through the village. We are currently 
working with Hampshire County Council 
to find some practical solutions to this 

issue. Please keep an eye on your speed as you travel 
through the village.  

Recreation Ground 

The Cesspit at the Recreation Ground has now been 
repaired. It was discovered that water from a leaking 
mains pipe was seeping in to one of the lateral bungs 
that is pre-fitted in the plastic inspection chamber. The 
recreation ground and pavilion is once again available 
for private hire. Please contact me for further details. 

Scam Targeting Elderly Residents 

There are reports of a new scam targeting elderly 
residents in our village. People are receiving a telephone 
call, advising them that there will be a police presence 
in the area “…to target 50-80 year olds”. Residents are 
please advised to be aware of this scam and to report 
any new incidents to 101.  

Stratfield Saye Village Hall 

Stratfield Saye has a beautiful village hall available for 

hire. The hourly rate is 
very reasonable and it 
makes a wonderful venue 
for parties and 
celebrations. Several classes, 
including dog training, and coffee mornings are held in 
the hall each week. Please contact Linda Bishop on 
0118 933 2106 for further details.  

St Mary’s Church Stratfield Saye 

Hampshire County Council has recently awarded St 
Mary’s a grant of £1,700 for refurbishments.  The 
Church holds a service on the first Sunday of every 
month. The service starts at 10am and is particularly 
suitable for families. Drive up close to the white gates 
and they will open automatically.  

Meeting Dates 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be in the 
Stratfield Saye Village Hall on Monday 7th October 
2019 at 7.30pm.  

Louise Webb 

Clerk to Stratfield Saye Parish Council  

07771 727547 

clerk@stratfieldsaye-pc.gov.uk 

Stratfield Saye Parish Council News 
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Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

   Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website: www.molegone.co.uk 
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Basingstoke Festival 

Friday 21 June to Sunday 7 July 2019 

Fun for all the family! 
 
There’s fun for all the family at this year’s Basingstoke 
Festival.  The annual arts festival is designed to 
showcase the best of the arts locally, nationally and 
internationally. From music to dance, visual art to 
theatre, you will ‘discover art in unusual places’.   
To kick the festival off, you can take part in an 80’s 
silent disco at the Top of the Town on Friday 21 June.  
Dust down your Rubik’s CubeTM and grab your leg 
warmers ready to boogie the night away.  On the 
festival’s opening weekend head into town to be 
entertained by street theatre and acrobatics.   
On Saturday 29 and Sunday 30 June get involved with 
an alien interaction.  Don’t forget to also check out 
what’s on at Anvil Arts, Proteus and Hampshire 
Cultural Trust as part of the festival. 
The packed programme also features a series of 
outdoor cinema screenings showing popular movies 
with tickets for Moulin Rouge! and Mamma Mia! Here 

We Go Again still available.   
The festival builds up to the popular B LOVE festival- 
Basingstoke's biggest weekend of live music, packed 
with a variety of exciting performance, art and fantastic 
family fun, in the War Memorial Park on Saturday 6 
July and Sunday 7 July 2019.  This year’s B LOVE will 
see an incredible line-up of local music and art talent as 
well as international headliners on a number of stages. 
Headliners announced to date include Toploader and a 
Faithless DJ set by Sister Bliss, and many more will 
soon follow! 
There’s plenty of opportunities to get involved in 
wonderful family activities and events including thrilling 
outdoor performances, beat-boxing workshops, and 
pop-up theatre or explore the Magical Forest created 
for festival goers aged 12 and under, with face-painting, 
arts and crafts, games, and storytelling.   
 
Keep an eye on the website for more information 
www.basingstokefestival.co.uk.  Tickets for B LOVE 
can be purchased at https://blovemusic.com/.  
Children 12 and under go FREE with a paying adult  

T 
he group’s meeting on 
Wednesday 1 May opened 
with a plant sale which 
included 40 pots of 
bedding plants kindly 

donated by Wyevale at Dummer.  This 
raised £68 which will go towards group funds.  In 
welcoming everyone the chairman, David Cowling, 
thanked all those who had both contributed, and 
bought plants at the sale.  After this the secretary, Tony 
Brazier, gave details of the forthcoming trips, and the 
Welfare Officer, Christine Broadbent, gave an update 
on those members who had not been well. 

The speaker this 
month was Dr 
Becky Peacock 
from the Mid-
Hants Railway 
which is known as 
the Watercress 
Line.  She gave a 
history of the line which was formed in 1861 when the 
Alton, Alresford and Winchester Railway Company 
was authorised to build a new railway to connect to the 
existing lines at Alton and Winchester. It was opened 
on 2 October 1865 as the Mid-Hants Railway with 
trains being operated by the London & South Western 
Railway which eventually purchased the line in 1884 

after it went bankrupt.  It was mainly a freight 
line and obtained the nickname “The 
Watercress Line” as this was a large part of its 
business from the Alresford area.  The line was 
closed by British Rail in 1973 and bought in 
1975 to reopen as a heritage line in 1977 

running a 10 minute journey from Ropley to Alresford.  
It now runs the 10 miles from Alresford to Alton and 
has many special events and themed days throughout 
the year. 
Bookings are now being taken for the trips to - 
Tea on the Watercress Line on Thursday 13 June 
Bosham Arts & Craft Centre on Wednesday 10 July 

and Isle of Wight during Cowes Week on 
Thursday 18 August. 
 
The next meeting is on 5 June which is our 
open meeting with refreshments and the 
speaker is Deborah A Brady on “My Life as 
a Journalist”.  The group meets on the first 
Wednesday of each month at Brookvale 
Village Hall from 10am to 12noon and all 

retired Civil Servants, their relatives and friends are 
welcome.  Further details about the group and 
information about our trips can be obtained by 
contacting csrfbasingstoke@gmail.com. 

David Cowling 

BASINGSTOKE CIVIL SERVICE RETIREMENT FELLOWSHIP 
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Recently Year 2 had a Queen Elizabeth II Museum. 
We have been very busy making things. We made 
posters all about the Queen with key facts such as her 
role and things she does. We found out that she has 
her own helicopter and she is allowed to drive without 
a driving licence. She bought a house when she was 6 
years old and she has a special red box that she has all 
her really important letters in. We designed a royal 
character and created a robe from felt for it.  We cut 
out the outline and we used multiple coloured thread 
to sew it up and then we decorated using sequins and 
other felt. We also made printed pictures using a 
picture that we cut out and used as a template to print 
using cardboard, scrunched up paper, cotton reel 
and blocks to create prints of the Queen’s 
head, crown or corgi. We made a quiz to 
test our parents on their Queen 
knowledge. Some parents scored zero 
and others got them all right!  

In PE we have been learning a dance about the 
Great Fire of London, starting off with putting on PJs 
and curling up in bed!  We then have to make our 
bodies bigger as the music gets louder in time with the 
music, moving our whole body.  

Over last week and this week we have 
been doing Secret Agent Training 
challenges: 2 reading challenges, 2 
maths challenges, code breaking, building, fitness and 
time challenges. 

In Year 1 they have been learning about Florence 
Nightingale. They found a box in their class, there was 
a lamp, a white cap, a bandage and other things in it. 
Florence Nightingale was a nurse, she changed dirty, 
unhealthy hospitals in the past to make them clean and 
trained other nurses to make hospitals better. She was 
known as ‘the lady with the lamp’.  

Year R are investigating Super Heroes! They 
read the story of Supertato and have been 

making playdough Evil Pea and have 
been writing about Super Heroes and 
making their own stories. They have 
been making their own super hero mask. 

Next week they have got a super hero day 
when they will dress up. They have been 

thinking about if they were a super hero, what their 
super power would be. They have a super hero 
headquarters in their classrooms where they are given 
challenges to complete. 

Annabelle Ruth and Riley Journet-Robins  

Four Lanes School – June Issue  
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MEDITATION CLASSES 
 

Are you in need of some quiet, relaxing ‘time 
out’? 

Regular meditation can help to relieve stress, 
reduce anxiety and give a feeling of overall 

good health and wellbeing. 

All my classes are held in Sherborne St. 
John; pre booking is essential as spaces are 

limited. 

Please contact Angela on 07375 471766  
or email angela@purereiki.net 

 
 
 

 

mailto:angela@purereiki.net
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Our last meeting had to be changed, so we ended up 
having a talk on beekeeping by one of our members, 
Tessa.  Beekeeping is in her family – her grandfather 
and father both kept bees, so it is a family tradition.  
She started helping out with Jane Malarkey at Hartley 
Mill some years ago and learnt from her.  Then a few 
years ago, a member of the church moved back to 
her native Wales, but couldn’t take her bees 
with her.  Tessa decided to take them on 
and there are three hives at the church 
which she looks after.  She told us 
how someone in the village had a 
swarm in her garden, so Tessa was 
able to shake the tree and brush 
them into a box.  She then went back 
at night to transport them as they are 
calmer in the dark.  Bees are generally 
not aggressive and only sting when 
threatened, but beekeepers wear a white suit 
with mesh inside to protect against possible stings.  
Tessa carries anti-histamine as a precaution as she 
once suffered anaphylactic shock, although she did 
have it treated.  When Tessa is dealing with the bees 
she uses smoke from a special can in which she 
burns dried wood, lavender and rosemary, or any 
other suitable herb.  The smoke slows the bees down 
as they think there is a fire. 

Tessa then demonstrated how a hive works, taking it 
apart and showing us the frames of beeswax.  The 
Queen bee, which is marked with a special marker 

pen, has her own special frame 
where she mates with the drones and produces 
around 1500 eggs a day.  The eggs are laid in 
hexagonal cells on the honeycomb and capped with 
wax until they are ready to emerge.  Pollen and later, 
honey, are stored in the hexagonal cells on other 

frames by the busy worker bees, 99% of 
whom are female.  They tend to the 

Queen, clean the hive and guard the 
colony as well.  They will die if 
they sting.  Tessa also mentioned 
Royal Jelly which is secreted 
from the glands of the nurse 
bees and fed to the larvae.  It is 
harvested, without cruelty to the 

bees, for human use, for example 
in cosmetics.  There is also Propolis 

which bees produce by mixing their 
saliva with beeswax and is used as a sealant 

in the hive.  This is also removed for human use and 
is good for the skin, having antibacterial properties.  
At the end of this very interesting talk, we sampled 
various types of honey, one of which was collected 
by Tessa’s father around 15 years ago and still tasted 
very good. 

Our next meetings are a 3 mile ramble and meal near 
North Warnborough, and a theatre trip to the 
Watermill at Newbury. 

National Women's Register 

I 
t goes without saying that one of the most 
precious things to each of us is our health. 
That’s why I felt it was important that local 
improvements to the health service were 
part of Our Plan for North East 
Hampshire. 

At the beginning of this year, HM Government 
committed to spending an extra £20.5 billion a year in 
the NHS in real terms by 2023/24. That’s £394 million 
extra every week. But it isn’t about simply throwing 
money at the health service. It is more important than 
ever that every penny of your taxes is spent wisely, 
which is why this funding was released as part of the 
NHS Long Term Plan to transform patient care.  

Improving local services are part of this change, and 
£4.5 billion will be going into local primary and 
community care. This is a big investment and will make 
a real difference to the care you receive over the next 
five years. But, as ever, there is more to do.  

Basingstoke & Deane 
Borough Council, part of 
which is in North East 
Hampshire, have really taken 
ownership of this infrastructure 
issue by building new GP surgeries 
themselves and inviting doctors to use them. This is a 
win-win for the community because GPs get modern 
surgeries, communities get enough clinicians locally, 
and the council gains a long-term income to help fund 
local services. I hope Hart District Council will follow 
this great example – and make it even better. 

I’m interested in your thoughts on this though. How 
would you like to see local services improve, and how 
would you like to see that achieved? You can email me 
on email@ranil.uk or come to one of my regular ‘Tell 
Ranil’ events. Details are available on my website. 

Ranil Writes  - Getting local results for our NHS 
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Our annual Summer Reading Challenge starts on 
13th July and runs until 14th September. This year 
it is called ‘Space Chase’, so do encourage your 4 – 
11 year olds to sign up for it and collect their 
rewards for reading six books over the Summer. 
Also, we need help to run the scheme, so would be 
delighted to hear from anyone aged over 14 who 
could offer a couple of hours a week. Application 
forms are available on line or in the Library. 
Training is provided, and you would have the 
opportunity to work with our friendly team.  

On 4th July we are holding another of our popular 
evening events, this time called ‘Murder by 
Gaslight’ This will involve a dramatic presentation 
based around infamous poisoners William Palmer 
and Harvey Crippen, by the ‘Don’t Go Into the 
Cellar’ theatre group. Audience participation is 
involved so it should be an enjoyable if scary 
evening! Tickets costing £12.50 are available from 
the library or online.  

Our regular groups will be meeting as usual, with 
the Crime Reading group on 22nd June and the 
Chineham Fiction group on 29th, both from 10.30 
– 11.30am. The Writing Group meets on 13th 
from 5.30 -7pm, and the new Cuppa and Chat over 
50s drop-in group on 12th and 26th from 10.30am. 
Cupp and Chat offers the opportunity to meet new 
people over a drink and biscuit in the Acorn 
Room.  Age Concern continue to provide 

computer one-on-
one tuition for the 
over 50s on 
Wednesday 
mornings. Places 
can be booked 
through the office on: 
01256 423874. There is good 
availability of places at present. 

 Activities for children also continue as usual, with 
rhymetimes on Tuesdays for under ones at 10am 
and 11am for over ones. Storytimes will take place 
Saturdays at 11am excluding the 1st June and 6th 
July when there will be craft sessions from 10am. 
Construction Club takes place Saturdays from 2 -
3.30pm. Chatterbooks for junior aged children 
meets on the 18th  from 3.45 -4.45pm. The Stay 
and Play group for preschool children and parents 
meets on 5th and 19th from 10 -11am.  

We hope to see you in the Library soon. 

Cathy Foster 

0300 555 1387 

Chineham Library 

We are now entering the last year before the new 
boundaries and new wards come into effect in May 
2020. The new wards will be Tadley and Pamber 
comprising Tadley South, Tadley Central and both the 
north and south wards of Pamber, with the remainder 
of the Pamber and Silchester ward to be including with 
the Bramley Ward. 

I will be serving the fourth year of my existing term 
having been elected in 2016. 

In the election on May 3rd, Simon Mahaffey was 
returned for Pamber and Silchester, Laura Edwards in 
Chineham, Paul Gaskell in Basing, and Nick Robinson 
in Bramley. 

The election resulted in two seats changing hands. The 
new council now comprises Conservatives 31, Labour 
21, Liberal 7, Independent. The administration remains 
under Conservative control with a majority of 2. 

The new Council Leader 
is Cllr Ken Rattigan. 

The Mayor for 2019/20 
will be Cllr Diane Taylor 
and Cllr Onnalee Cubitt 
becomes Deputy Mayor.  

 

Phone:  0118 9701109 

Email:  Cllr.Roger.Gardiner@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Borough Councillor—Roger Gardiner 

mailto:Cllr.Roger.Gardiner@basingstoke.gov.uk
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S 
pring  

The weather has turned pleasant.  And 
it will undoubtedly turn again.  And 
again.  Things are changing in our 
community centre as well.  And the 
changes take two forms. 

On the physical side, construction on the 
new meeting room continues.  Work 
is on schedule and should be 
complete sometime in July.  
Given time to get the right 
furnishing and finishing 
touches the room will be 
available to support our 
autumn schedule. 

And it is schedule wise that 
the changes are most 
significant.  You can find details 
on the SPCA Web Page and on 
FaceBook, but the point is that there are 
new classes, new activities, new and expanding scouting 
and new nursery offerings. 

All of this is good and all of this is designed to support 
the greater Sherfield Park community. 

Government 

On the governmental side (don’t worry, I wont take a 
position on Brexit or EU Elections or much beyond 
our local confines), there is news as well.  You can read 
about our Parish Council on its web page and on 
FaceBook; I am not going to steal their thunder.  But 
we had an election for our representative on the 

Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council.  One 
of the observations 
commonly voiced was a lack of information about the 
various candidates.  That lack of information, some say, 
made a mockery of the election.  That’s not good.  But 

there will be yet another election for representation 
on the Borough Council a year from 

now and perhaps we can do better 
next time.   

The SPCA itself must remain 
non-partisan.  But we can, 
with community support, 
offer a forum for the 
candidates to make 
themselves and their views 

known.  So, the questions 
are, (a) does the community 

want such a forum and (b) if so, 
are community members willing to 

work to make it happen.  Think about it.  We are a year 
away from the next election.  Without community 
support, the SPCA can and will do nothing.  With it, 
we might help make for a better informed electorate. 

What do you think? 

Stephen Levin 

Vice Chairman 

Sherfield Park Community Association 

01256 883967 

communications@sherfieldparkcomunity.co.uk  

Sherfield Park Matters 

A variety of classics including Carmina Burana, Flower Duet from Lakme, 
Slaves Chorus (Nabucco) and Offenbach’s Barcarolle. 

Come and enjoy an open air concert with  
 

Basingstoke Concert Band 

Director of  Music:  Mark Atkins 

 

CLASSICS IN CONCERT 
at Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Hall Garden RG27 0EZ 

on Sat 13 July starting at 6.00-9.30pm 
Tickets £12 and U16 £5 (includes a BBQ) 

  Available from: 
On-line: ticketlab.co.uk/events/BasingstokeConcert  

 Group Members 
Band Mobile: 07503 881241 (Tim) 

 
  Bring your own chair and drinks and don’t miss this amazing concert 

Page 33 

 

http://sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk/
https://ticketlab.co.uk/events/BasingstokeConcert


Page 34 

 

Three members were delighted to attend the annual 
Chineham Parish Council Assembly at the end of 
April.  We learnt about the projects undertaken by the 
Parish Council in the last financial year and some of 
those planned for the future.  We were also 
enlightened by a talk about the work and funding of St 
Michael's Hospice by a hospice representative.  We all 
agreed we had learnt something new about both the 
running of the Parish Council and about the hospice 
during the evening. 
Our next meeting is on Monday, 24th June 2019 
includes a talk, "The Sewing Room" by Heather Wylde 
and in July our speaker will be Jill Bentall discussing 
"Food Fads and Square Meals".  We also have our 
regular monthly Scrabble evening, garden club and 

lunch club which 
members can choose to 
join. 
Chineham WI offers an 
ideal opportunity for 
local ladies to make new 
friends.  Perhaps you 
have recently moved to 
the area having bought your first home, or you've 
recently retired.  Whatever your situation, the WI has 
something to inspire you!  We are a lively group who 
meet on the fourth Monday of the month in the 
Shaftesbury Room at Christ Church, Reading Road, 
Chineham RG24 8LT at 7:30 pm.  You are very 
welcome to join us. 
 

Pam Malcolm, Treasurer, Chineham WI  

WI - Chineham  

 Latest Crime Figures from March 2019 
Please visit https://www.police.uk/hampshire/12BL02/crime/+EVhKif/ for more 
information including outcomes for these crimes and contact information for your local 

policing team. 

If you have a caller display facility on your landline and 
you see what looks like an incoming UK mobile or 
landline number, please don’t take it for granted that it 
actually is. Fraudsters can ‘spoof’  a number so that 
people receiving the call think they are dealing with 
someone genuine.  

When this happens with a call made to your mobile 
phone – it can even show the name as ‘Bank’ if that is 
how you have it stored in your mobile,  leading you to 
think it’s a genuine call from your bank, when it 
isn’t.  Do not confirm anything and do not start any 
process. This trick is often used when fraudsters will 
have successfully hacked a person’s email or other 
account, so they can speak with authority about 
financial transactions you have made recently, leading 
you to think you are speaking with someone genuine.  

The Telephone Preference Service cannot protect you 
from these types of calls, as they are there to ensure 
genuine companies do not make contact if you have 
registered to opt out of receiving unsolicited calls.   

The advice is simple, never enter into any business with 
someone who you cannot 100% verify. Call your bank 
using a number you have sourced yourself, or better 
still, visit your bank in person.  

Remember—Banks will never call you to get you to 
transfer money or ask for your PIN 

Police will never call you to assist in an investigation 
regarding money, jewellery or debit/credit cards 

HMRC will never call you to tell you they have an 
arrest warrant for you because you have an outstanding 
tax bill 

Visit Action Fraud for more advice and to sign up for 
alerts on the latest scams. 

Hampshire Constabulary Crime Prevention Advisor 

Crime Prevention Advice - Telephone Scam 
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West Green Road  
Hartley Wintney  

RG27 8LP 
 

Open June (date varies) to late September for 
Pick Your Own & Picked fruit, vegetables and 

flowers including Strawberries, Tayberries, 
Currants, Gooseberries, Raspberries, New 
Potatoes and Asparagus; local Honey, Free 
Range Eggs and Homemade Jams and Ice 

Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, and to place 
orders or visit  www.westgreenfruits.com 
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During May, there was still work to do 
on broken willow branches after the 
latest gales.  A cherry tree next to 
the concrete path lost one trunk 
which was cut up by the 
contractor employed to deal with 
the rotten and dead willows in 
the area behind the Playground.  
This work was ceased when a bird’s 
nest was found in one of the trees.   

Chippings have been spread on the paths 
behind the Community (cricket) pavilion 
and the Plantation.  More will be spread 
in “the Glade” and round the pond over 
the next month.  

Most of the work on the Community 
(Cricket) pavilion and new storage 
building has been inside as painting and 
refurbishment by volunteers and a 
contractor nears conclusion.   

Undeterred by the sleet showers and 

strong gusts of wind, the dedicated 
volunteers who came to the Saturday 

session in May continued clearing 
and weeding the Car Park area.  
Their work clearing around the 
Noticeboard has uncovered a 
smart pavement of stone blocks 

and there are some attractive plants 
in the adjacent flower bed.  Thank 

you to everyone who came to help.  The 
next session will take place on Saturday 
15th June at 2.00pm. If you would like to 
find out more about these monthly 
sessions and come and help, please 
telephone Pamela Darker, 882334. 

  

Pamela Darker 

 

Sherfield Village Green Volunteers 

Gardens Open for Charity 

Sherfield 
On the 19th May  

the Village Green Volunteers organised 
a charity event to raise funds for  

Oliver Warner. Thanks to 
everyone's efforts we raised £ 820 

for ongoing treatment  
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On Monday 17th June we will be joined by 
Chris Bird who will be telling us about 
‘Fruit and Veg Growing’. 

Chris is a senior lecturer at Sparsholt 
College near Winchester. He holds a 
Master of Horticulture (Royal 
Horticultural Society) qualification and 
the Certificate in Education.  

His specialisms include garden design, plant 
nomenclature & selection, nursery stock, 
fruit & vegetables, soil science, pest & diseases, plant 
propagation, garden ecology & soft landscaping, plant 
design & landscape history, garden conservation & 
restoration, technical pruning & organic 
gardening. 

Chris is also a Royal Horticultural Society 
question setter, examiner and external 
verifier. He is a member of the Institute of 
Horticulture and a multiple gold medal 
winner at the RHS Chelsea Flower show, 
coordinating a large themed college display 
every year. He has a proven track record in 
teaching and learning as well as speaking 
extensively on Horticultural issues. 

On the 10h June, Gardening Club members will be 
enjoying a visit to the gardens at Wiers Barn in Hartley 
Wintney.  

In 1899 Robert Weir Schultz converted a C16 
barn in Phoenix Green for his own 

occupation and lived there until his death 
in 1951. He gradually transformed the 
land from fields into a series of ‘garden 
rooms’, by planting topiary hedges and a 
shelterbelt of trees to give protection and 

privacy. The garden provides the setting 
for the listed Grade II* Arts and Crafts 
House, and reflects garden design at the 
turn of the 20th century. The overall 

structure of the garden remains as it was in Schultz’s 
time. The sunken garden, the croquet lawn, the 

mulberry tree, and much of the topiary remain. 
The bowling alley is now a walkway, and the 
large garden beyond the sunken garden is a 
croquet lawn 

And finally, just a reminder that it’s the 
Gardening Club Plant Stall at the fete on the 
8th June. Please come along and buy some 
plants and we’ll happily take any spare plants 

off your hands if you have them. 

Anyone interested in gardening will be most 
welcome to join us at the Sherfield Village Hall at 

7:45pm. 

For arrangements contact Dan on 882680 or Andy on 
882350 

Sherfield and District Gardening Club 

Chris Bird © Sparsolt College 
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Puzzle Page 

ACROSS 

1 River makes camp too unsafe? (7) 

5 Breaking law’s base and you get bird (7) 

9 What vigilant people pay for treatment (9) 

10 Woman shortly to become nurse (5) 

11 Landlord entertains student composer (5) 

12 Commander-in-chief takes a moment to 
show scar (9) 

14 Parisienne’s the very best? (5,2,2,5) 

17 He’s one I singled out to behave 
stubbornly (3,2,4,5) 

21 New local bar visited by English and 
Spanish gentleman (9) 

23 Go in for some decadent erotica (5) 

24 Agree with account (5) 

25 Poisonous mixture of drinks? (9) 

26 Gave nag a seat? (7) 

27 Get shot of data Lee falsified (3,4) 

DOWN 

1 Very good and fruity (6) 

2 Nominal head of section abandons altruist 
sadly (7) 

3 Very small chap is old American fighter (9) 

4 Company events said to be happening at 
the same time (11) 

5 Number’s up for boy (3) 

6 A daughter likely to conform (5) 

7 Left to set fire to coal (7) 

8 Anyhow we delay taking on Liberal with a 

squint (8) 

13 Refrigeration spoils oldest cargo (4,7) 

15 Most intelligent 150 with the height of 
ambition (9) 

16 Teaches US cadet manoeuvres around 
end of June (8) 

18 After onset of gangrene sailor lost blood 
and talked incoherently (7) 

19 I rant madly, trapped in the French toilet 
(7) 

20 Mate runs into addict (6) 

22 Trusty leaders of local organisation 
backed nonprofessional (5) 

25 Unhappy taking part in crusade (3) 
 

Set by Alberich (XC249013) 

www.alberichcrosswords.com 
Solution on p. 44. 
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The new Leader and Deputy Leader at Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council are focusing on enriching lives 
and bringing continued prosperity for local people. 
Cllr Ken Rhatigan was elected Leader at the Council 
meeting. He replaces Cllr Clive Sanders, who stepped 
down following seven years as Leader.  
Cllr Simon Bound, previously the Cabinet Member for 
Communities and Community Safety, is Deputy Leader. 
In his first weeks, Cllr Rhatigan is concentrating on what 
people want most from the council and listening to 
possible solutions from other councillors, local 
organisations and businesses to the challenges the 
borough faces.  
He said: "This is a great place to live but it could be even 
better. My job as the new Leader is to make it amazing, 
not just for our residents, but for the people who work 
and spend their free time here. Together as a strong 
Cabinet team, we will strive to protect what we have and 
make the future brighter for all the people in the 
borough.” 
Cllr Bound said: "I am proud to have the opportunity to 
serve as Deputy Leader, supporting the Leader in 
delivering the things that people most want us to do 
every day and in the medium and long term. I will be 
strengthening our links with partner organisations to 
ensure we are acting as one to make a real difference to 
the lives of all the people in our communities.” 
The other members of the Cabinet are: 
• Cabinet Member for Borough Development and 
Improvement – Cllr Rebecca Bean 
• Cabinet Member for Environment and Enforcement - 
Cllr Hayley Eachus 
• Cabinet Member for Finance and Service Improvement 
– Cllr Hannah Golding 
• Cabinet Member for Regeneration and Property – Cllr 
John Izett 
• Cabinet Member for Homes and Families - Cllr Tristan 
Robinson 
• Cabinet Member for Planning, Infrastructure and 
Natural Environment – Cllr Mark Ruffell 
 
Leader Cllr Ken Rhatigan biography  
• Born in Edinburgh, Ken grew up in St Andrews where 
he first discovered his love of golf. 
• Ken started work in the hotel industry. He moved into 
the financial services sector after the death of his first 
wife Kim at the age of 31 left him with two sons to bring 
up and the need for daytime working hours. 
• He first came to Basingstoke 20 years ago, when his 
employer Sun Life of Canada offered him a job at its 
head office to help start his life again. Loving the place so 
much, he made his home in the borough and has been 
here ever since. 
• Ken is still a financial advisor, specialising in working 

for legal firms on family law 
matters, having set up and then sold his own financial 
services business after 15 years. 
• First elected to Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council to represent the Kingsclere ward in 2006, 
he served until 2013, when he stood down. In May 2016 
he was re-elected to the Kingsclere ward. 
• He is very proud to have come from the back benches 
straight into the role as Leader, combining his business 
experience and years of interacting with people in all 
walks of life with a clear understanding of what matters 
to people at a local level. 
• Now living in Ashford Hill with his wife Carol-Anne, 
Ken can now regularly be spotted shopping in Tadley. 
He is very proud of his two, now grown up, sons – 
Kieran who is in the RAF and Kyle who is a graphic 
designer. With two young grandchildren, he is also an 
expert in feeding the ducks in parks and open spaces, as 
well as regularly enjoying its other leisure facilities. 
Deputy Leader Cllr Simon Bound biography  
• Simon Bound initially spent the early part of his career 
employed in financial services specialising in learning and 
development for two UK institutions. He then developed 
his experience by leading HR teams in both global and 
European firms delivering services to commercial 
organisations, central and local government and the 
voluntary sector. 
• In 2003 Simon founded his own business delivering 
development consultancy work within all sectors across 
Europe. 
• During this time he successfully delivered many 
challenging development programmes within both the 
private and public sector. 
• Simon started his involvement in community work at a 
very young age taking on senior voluntary positions, at 
both a county and national level, in his late teens. 
• Simon has put his enthusiasm for working within the 
community to good use since moving to Rooksdown in 
2010. This includes campaigning for the new primary 
school, working for the community association, 
supporting artistic organisations, working with young 
people and families and the development of community 
groups. 
• First elected to Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council to represent the Rooksdown ward in 2015, he 
was appointed Cabinet Member for Communities and 
Community Safety in 2016. 
• When it comes to spare time, Simon believes living in 
Basingstoke gives him the best opportunity to enjoy both 
walking and cycling in the beautiful Hampshire 
countryside and the leisure opportunities of a thriving 
town. 

Sara Shepherd  01256 845493 or email 
sara.shepherd@basingstoke.gov.uk.  

New Leader and Deputy Leader at borough council  

http://www.alberichcrosswords.com
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THE STRATFIELD SAYE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 
(Grants for Children and Young People) 

The Foundation was established by George Pitt in 1739 and provides grants for children 
and young people under 18 in the Parishes of Stratfield Saye and Beech Hill.  The Trus-
tees would like to encourage parents of Stratfield Saye and Beech Hill to make use of this 
historic charity. 

All claims, with accompanying receipts, for extra curricular activities, where not provided 
by the Local Education Authority will be considered sympathetically.  The grant is not 
means-tested and is available for activities such as: 

Music and swimming tuition, residential and study courses, textbooks and special equipment etc. 

Applications for grants must be received by: Andrew Speed, Wellington Estates, Estate 
Office, Stratfield Saye, Near Reading, RG7 2BT, not later than 30th June 2019.   
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 
MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 

Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans available. 

1 Seal Road, Basingstoke,  
RG21 7NQ  

Tel: 01256 844663 

www.complete-pestsolutions.com  

Stratfield Turgis 

AGM  

Friday  31st May  

at 19.30 

 at the Cricket 

Pavilion on the Recreation 

Ground.  

Entrance next to the  

Jekyll & Hyde  

All Welcome 

http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp


Page 44 

 

Puzzle Solutions  

Sherfield-on-Loddon  

Village Green Volunteers 
 

Why not join us for Tea at the Pavilion 

 A new drop-in café run by the Village Volunteers for 
everyone in the community to enjoy. 

 

When?  Once a month 2.00-4.00 pm  

13th June 

11th July 

8th August 

12th September  

Where? The Pavilion, Goddards Lane 

 

Please pop along for tea, cake and a chat and spread 
the word in the community to others who might like 
the opportunity to get out and enjoy this café each 
month.  A cake and a cuppa for a donation of £2. 

A warm welcome awaits you at the Pavilion          

 

For further info or to get involved please contact 
sherfieldvolunteers@gmail.com        
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YOUR LOCAL TRADE 
PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR 

PLUMBING, HEATING & 
ELECTRICAL NEEDS  

FOR MORE DETAILS 
PLEASE CONTACT US: 

     Tel: 01256 880044   
MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: 
admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

mailto:admin@pscservices.co.uk
http://www.pscservices.co.uk
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You can advertise on this page for 
as little as £12.50 and get your 
business in front of over 2000 
homes in the local area.  

In times of economic uncertainty 
it pays to advertise your business and to help 
you The Loddon Valley Link has actually 
reduced the price of its small display ads. 
What better time to see your business here 
(and on the advertisers index and on the 
website)?  
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Advertisers' Index 

  

 
Building Construction and Contractors 

 
P. 

Access4Lofts 7 

Croudace Homes 33 

ITC Roofing 19 

Millbrook 46 

R T Mitchell 25 

Taylor Wimpey 33 

Worting House 35 

Computers  

Andmore Consulting 29 

SoL Computers 45 

Education  

Alton School 7 

Basing Tutors 46 

Willowdene Nursery School 9 

Funerals  

Alexander & Dry 43 

Ashbrook Funerals 39 

Haven Memorials 9 

Jonathan Williams 16 

Spencer & Peyton 9 

Garages  

Beech Hill Garage 37 

Blackbear Land Rover 51 

The Garage at Sherfield 39 

Health, Fitness and Beauty  

D & D Beauty 24 

Gwynne dental 19 

HIPP Pilates 37 

Italdent 45 

Purereiki 29 

S B Physiotherapy 25 

The Salon 7 

Tranquil Health & Beauty 14 

  

Small Ads 50 

  

Home and Garden  P. 

A Sewell 35 

AMS Mayfair 43 

Basingstoke Appliance Services 29 

Basingstoke Gas & Heating 23 

Basingstoke Window Cleaners 46 

Best of Flooring 22 

Bob Berry Fencing 33 

Complete Pest Solutions 43 

Country Framing 10 

Domiciliary Care 46 

Drain & Able 45 

Dudley's Cattery 37 

Fyne Flooring 24 

Garden Machinery Services 46 

GMK Decorators 46 

Hog Roast 21 

HGS Sherfield 14 

Horizon 46 

J Cook Landscapes 19 

Molegone 16 

Ovenclean 35 

Roller Garage Doors 16 

Roots Landscaping 10 

Legal and Financial Services  

Brain Chase Coles 38 

Edmonds Accountancy 17 

Eric Robinson 18 

Simmons & Sons 51 

Wills Chandler 23 

Plumbing  

A W Burt 25 

LFM Plumbing 9 

Niall Catlin 16 

PSC Services 45 

Pubs and Restaurants  

Four Horseshoes 18 

Shops  

The Shop 25 

Wellington Farm Shop 10 

West Green Fruits 35 
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Priest in Charge:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, email  
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Tuesday) 
 
Assistant Priest  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
sc.cedars@greenbee.net  
 
Curate (priest responsible for Bramley and  
Little London):  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  
 
Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 
 
Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
lgoodall.work@gmail.com 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End,  
Sherfield-on-Loddon,  RG27 0JB  

Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Treasurer: Peter Martinson, 01256 760986  
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
Organist: Brian Archer 01256 882099 
 

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
 

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

 
Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453 
rosyhannah@hotmail.com 

Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and 

Bramley - Church Officers 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles  

Tel. 01256 880559 
  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month 
Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. Requests 

are dealt with in order.  
Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 

Editor for the July edition -  Jane Abrams 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 16th June 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee 
Chair and Editor Jane Abrams  01256 881188  
jabrams2226@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 

advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
Simon Boase Editor and CTO 
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com 
Howard Perkins Editor 
01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 
Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 
Rev. Stephen Ball 01256 881071 

vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 

LynGiugovaz@gmail.com 

 
Claire Osborne 01256 324458  
guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk 
Brian Archer 01256 882099 
brianarcher@btinternet.com 
Carl Lesh 07863 656604  
carl.lesh@sky.com 

Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379  
dgdawson@sky.com 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link 
Management Committee cannot be held 

responsible for the reliability or quality of any 
goods, work or services  

in this publication or on our website. 

Loddon Valley Link  
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Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 

881066  
882426 
07733 322457 
07585 578295 
882096 
882534 
465214 
882334  
07775 674869 
07824337789  
07552114188  
07785 580456 
882798 
882798 
880903 
07867 547696 
882350  
882534 
882106 
101 
101 
880075 
882210 
882687 
423855 
882605 
882680 
882350  
883967  
07421704209 
880075 
 
07468 427684 
07940 212441 
07585 578295  
842662 
881760 
881021 
07771 727547 
0118 933 2106  
882351 
 
882334 
07796 045944 
882453 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments 
Basingstoke Gazette  
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr 
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr 
Brownies 
Breach Lane Chapel 
Catholic Church 
Clift Surgery Patient Group 
Cricket Club (Sherfield) 
Cricket Club (ST & HW) 
 
 
Evergreens                    
Football (Junior)              
Happy Faces Playgroup 
Loddon Players 
Loddon Quilters 
Lunch Club  
NWR   
Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk  
Police - Sherfield Park 
Poppies 
Post Office 
Rainbows 
Sherfield Community Care Grp  
Sherfield on Loddon Fete 
Sherfield & District Gardening Club 
 
Sherfield Park Community Centre 
Sherfield Park Parish Council 
Sherfield & District Show 
Sherfield Village Hall  
 Caretaker/Bookings 
 Management Committee 
 Trustee   
Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 
Sherfield Village Green Volunteers 
Short Mat Bowls 
Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
Stratfield Saye Village Hall 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting 
Toddler Group 0-5s  
Tree Wardens 
  
Whist Drive  
 

Bob Weller  
Chris Horton 
Venetia Rowland 
Nick Robinson 
Liz Hawkins 
Geoff Belsham                            
Fr. Chris Rutledge 
John Darker 
Steve Dummer  
Paul Baldwin (Chm) 
Manoj George  (Captain) 
Martin Turvey (Contact) 
Jean Berntsen 
Fred Berntsen  
Viv Allway and Alison Smith 
Peter Francis  
Jacky Morgan     
Helen Belsham                           
Gill Fearon 
PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 
PCSO Krystof Nadvornik 
Natalie Larner 
 
Pam Luck 
Basingstoke NeighbourCare 
Bruce Batting 
Dan Farrow  
Andy Morgan  
Louise Grainger  
Steve Vaux 
Natalie Larner                                  
 
Wendy Gosden 
Ivan Gosden 
Nick Robinson  
Karen Ross 
John Attwood 
Norman Stanley 
Louise Webb 
Linda Bishop 
Sheila Campbell (Chair) 
TBC                           
John Darker 
Cllr Diana Effiong 
Virgilius Vickers  
                      
 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
mailto:lgoodall.work@gmail.com
mailto:rosyhannah@hotmail.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:brianarcher@btinternet.com
mailto:carl.lesh@sky.com
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
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 HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced 
lady who cleans every corner. Ironing also available. References. Tel 07933 316989. 
mariacleaning@live.co.uk 

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, 
payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, re
-wires, lights etc.  No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, jce.morris@outlook.com   

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden 
maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 0784 230 3366 . E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com 

PIANO LESSONS  Qualified and experienced teacher has vacancies for pupils, all ages, all 
stages.  Tel 01256 460344. 

ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 words. Anything from lost cats to small services. 

Just drop an email to:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
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