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Welcome to the June edition of the Loddon Valley Link. I’m sat in the 
pouring rain putting this magazine together so summer must be here. 
We’re going to press slightly later this month just so we can squeeze in 
all the celebrations of the 900th anniversary of St Leonards Church. A 
magnificent effort by all concerned but 
we can only give you a glimpse on 
p42. The cover photo this month 
features the tapestry produced for the 
event.  

Congratulations to our newly elected 
county councillors Elaine Still 
(Loddon) p37 and Rhydian Vaughan 
(Calleva). Don’t forget national  
elections on the 8

h 
June.  

We continue a look at the work done 
by Rev. AG Barker, this time on the 
local fire service (p24) 

Summer is here so look out for the 
fete ads and if you can lend a hand 
please do.  

As ever, do keep your cover 
photographs, feature articles, and any 
other updates you want us to include 
coming in. To be considered for the 
cover photos should be high resolution 
(300dpi) in portrait format. Please 
send all submissions to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk.  

Contents 

Minister’s Letter     7 
Prayer Page     8 
Gardening Club   11 
Messy Church                   11 
Sherfield Show   13 
Sherfield Village Hall   17 
Loddon Players   19 
Sherfield Park PC   22 
SPCA    23 
Rev Barker and the fire brigade  24 
Sherfield Fête   30 
Crime   32 
Borough Councillor   37 
Sherfield PC   38 
St. Leonard's 900th Anniversary             42 
SPCA Events   44 
NWR   46 
Stratfield Saye Commemoration   48 
Small Ads   60 
Useful Tel. Nos   61 

 Simon Boase 

Editorial 

Distribution: 

The Loddon Valley Link is hand distributed to over 2,000 houses across the parishes of 
Sherfield on Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield 
Turgis.  

Also available online; www.loddonvalleylink.org.uk.  

Stratfield Turgis Annual General Meeting 

All residents welcome. 

Stratfield Turgis Recreation Ground Cricket Pavilion 

7:30pm  on Friday 2nd June 

mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
http://www.loddonvalleylink.org.uk
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Services June 2017 

Sunday 4th June  Pentecost 

10.00am Holy Communion       St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye  

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

9.00am Sunday@nine                    St James Bramley                

10.30am Matins                 St James Bramley                

Sunday 11th June  Trinity Sunday 

11.00am Songs of Praise            
on the Green 

Sherfield  Village Green     

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine St James Bramley                

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

Sunday 18th June  Trinity 1 

10.00am Holy Communion &     
Sunday Club 

St Leonard’s Sherfield      

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

8.30am Holy Communion                 Little London 

10.30am Together in Worship St James Bramley                

Sunday 25th June  Trinity 2 

10.00am Together in Worship St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.30am Open Air Songs of Praise Clift Meadow, Bramley                

Friday 23rd June   

4.15pm Messy Church  Sherfield Park  
 Community Centre     
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Sunday 2nd July  Trinity 3 

10.00am Holy Communion       St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Family Service             St Mary’s Stratfield Saye  

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

9.00am Sunday@nine                    St James Bramley                

10.30am Matins                 St James Bramley                

Children are welcome at all our services. Services in italics are particularly geared 
to children and families. 

   

Parish Registers 

Baptism  

Benjamin Burkett    23.04.17  Sherfield 

Wedding 
 

Amy Baldwin      29.04.17  Sherfield 

 & Luke Binstead 

Funeral 
 

Anne Irene Mott     28.04.17  Hartley Wespall 

 

Songs of Praise   

Sunday June 11th  
11am, Sherfield Village Green 

 

A fun informal service held outside on the green, for the whole family.  We 
will be using the fete marquee in case the weather is wet! 
 

Everyone welcome,  

bring your dogs, bikes! 

Tadley Concert Brass will once again be kindly  

providing the music for us.   
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Catholic Services 

St Bede’s and  Holy Ghost Churches, 
Basingstoke. 

Parish Office Open  

Tues to Friday  
9.30 am-1.00 pm Tel.465214. 
Sunday Mass 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm  

Services for June 2017 

Breach Lane Chapel 

Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534/07519 708416 

Transport is available for all events at the chapel 

Friday 2nd 10.30am Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 4th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Friday 9th 10.30am Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

Saturday 10th 12.30pm Village Fete 

Sunday 11th 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

Friday 16th 10.30am Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

Saturday 17th 2pm Through the Roof Club led by Geoff Bel-

sham 

Sunday 18th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen including 

Holy Communion 

Sunday 25th 10.30am Family Worship led by Alistair Sneddon 
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Minister’s Letter 

Dear Friends 

 I am not, by nature, a fan of change. 
It is interesting, then, that I chose a path for 
my life that requires a great deal of change. 
I have lived in 21 different houses and all 
the moves were due to the needs of the 
ministries that either my parents or we were 
in and there is at least one more house to 
live in before we go to our final home in 
heaven. 

 I can only speak for myself when I 
say that change is not comfortable. Faced 
with change I tend to say ‘No’ before ‘Yes’. 
So you can imagine my annoyance when, 
many years ago, my counsellor/mentor 
said, “Stephen, the most constant thing 
about life is change; deal with it”. I wrestled 
with that one for a long time but I have 
come to see that it must be true if life is to 
mean anything. (Please note that I am not 
particularly addressing change that has 
been forced upon us through bereavement, 
broken relationships or loss of house or job; 
that would take another article.)  

 Change really is the most constant 
thing about life whether we like it or not. For 
a start our bodies are changing every day 
(sorry to remind you of that) and will 
continue to do so until we die. As children 
we did a great deal of growing and 
changing, facing demands, challenges and 
obstacles that helped us become who we 
are. As we learned to socialise we soon had 
our childish, selfish attitudes challenged by 
the need to share, co-operate and 
contribute. In short, if we are to do anything 
meaningful with our lives we have to 
embrace the reality of change. As we get 
older, however, we often resist change, 
sometimes with all our might, and yet 
change and growth is still what life is about. 

 Despite the struggles over the years, 
I have now come to see that the benefits of 
change and growth far outweigh the 
disadvantages. In fact, so much so that I 
would say that change is life and lack of 

change (or getting stuck) is 
at best stagnation and at 
worst death. The Christian 
life, at least Jesus’ version 
(yes there do seem to be 
versions that leave him out), 
is all about change and growth. Right from 
the moment we come to a clear 
understanding of faith in Jesus we are 
constantly invited to be in a process of 
being renewed and shaped in his likeness 
as we try to follow his example. It is not 
easy and we often fail but that is no 
problem to God as long as we keep going. 
 Being willing to follow Jesus means 
being willing to change as we see how he 
behaves and seek to live the same way, 
trusting in God and allowing the things he 
has taught us to influence our attitudes to 
each other and our views on possessions, 
money, relationships, justice, generosity 
etc. Sometimes those changes are huge 
and sometimes they feel like minor 
adjustments. 

Change (even if you claim no faith) is 
extremely healthy, but one important point 
needs to be made. For a long time I 
associated change with a lack of stability 
but the reality is that creative change for the 
better comes as a result of stability. Stable 
family, school, church and/or community life 
(including other agencies), cradles and 
nurtures those in a state of transition and 
change, enabling them to explore new 
possibilities in a safe environment. For me 
that is God; he is my source, hope and 
stability and that is made real in the family 
of the church and community. I choose to 
follow Jesus, apply his loving rule to every 
aspect of my life and expect to see change 
and growth for the better. Like Jesus, I want 
my life to bless those around me and it 
makes me happy to see others benefiting.  

Every blessing to you all. 

Stephen  (Vicar)   

sb113lb@gmail.com  
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TEXT FOR THE MONTH...  

"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, 
who was, and is, and is to come." 

"You are worthy, our Lord and God, to 
receive glory and honour and power, for 
you created all things, and by your will they 
were created and have their being." 

  Revelation 4: 8 & 11 

 

Prayer for the Month. 

 

Loving God, you teach what love means 
and demonstrate your love for us, as a 
Father watching over his children. In this 
month when we celebrate Father’s  Day 
forgive us that we forget that you are the 
Father of all. Forgive us that we forget your 
presence among us and open our eyes to 
all that you are, and do for us. Help us to 
recognise our need of you and 
acknowledge the emptiness within our 
lives. Help us to see where true happiness 
lies - not in the illusions after which we 
chase  but in knowing you and being able 
to trust in your love and care for us. Help us 
to understand you are with us everywhere, 
not just now but always. May we reflect 
your grace in the love we show and 
demonstrate to all around us.  Meet with us 
now, in all your Glory and help us to meet 
with you. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen 

 

 

Prayer Points for June 

Pray for the elections due this month 

Pray for all newly married couples, for 
those who have been married this year, 
those are marrying this month and those 

who are planning for their marriages later 
this year and next year to take place  in our 
Churches. 

Pray for Iraq and the troops who are 
attempting to bring peace to this war torn 
country 

Pray for the people of Syria as the 
population resumes control of its own 
future. 

Pray for fine weather for all the outdoor 
village events happening this month and 
that many will come and enjoy the fun and 
fellowship which these create.   

Pray for those who are suffering from 
illness to themselves or within their families 
and friends that they may be granted God’s 
peace. 

Give thanks for the joy of summertime. 

Prayer Page 
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There is no meeting in June but we do 
have a garden visit for members. We will 
be visiting Beechenwood Farm on 5th June 
which is a two acre garden in many parts. 
There are lawns meandering through 
woodland with drifts of spring bulbs, a rose 

pergola with steps, pots with spring bulbs 
and later aeoniums, a fritillary and cowslip 
meadow, a walled herb garden with pool 
and exuberant planting, an orchard 
including a white garden and a hot border, 
a greenhouse and vegetable garden, a 
rock garden extending to grasses, ferns 
and bamboos and a shady walk to a 
belvedere. If that isn’t enough, there’s also 
an eight acre copse of native species with 
grassed rides. 

We’d be very happy to take any spare 
plants to help raise funds for the club at the 
fete. Please contact Dan or Andy if you 
have any. 

Dan on 882680 or Andy on 882350 

Sherfield and District Gardening Club 

 

 

 

Friday 23rd June  

Theme - Hidden Treasure 

All welcome!  Lots of craft, worship and tea for the children  Activities 

will include - treasure finding, treasure making and eating treasure! 

4.15 Arrive, Register, prepare for Worship 

4.30 Worship followed by craft activities 

5.15 Meal  - cafe style (finish at 5.30pm) 

 

PLEASE NOTE - IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU BOOK 

In order for us to plan catering and avoid wastage 

(and please advise of any food allergies).   

For more information and to book, please contact : 

Peta Alvares: padalvares@gmail.com or on Facebook: messychurchsol 
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Flowers, Produce and Crafts 

Sunday 3 rd September 2017 2:00~4:15 

(note day) 

Schedules are available at 
www.sherfieldshow.org.uk  

 

The Loddon Valley Link has its annual cover photo competition at 
the show so keep those photos coming in 

     
 

Basingstoke Male Voice Choir are recruiting! 
 
 

If you like singing and want to experience what you 
would sound like in a choir why not come along to our 

rehearsals.  No auditions, no sight reading no experience necessary.  The 
only prerequisite – you have to be male and over 18! 
 
We're a friendly bunch and you'd be made to feel most welcome.  We have 
just recruited a new Music Director and we'd love him to work with a bigger 
choir.  We rehearse every Tuesday (7:30-9:30) at the URC in London 
Street, Basingstoke and perform concerts for charity every few months. 
 
If your voice sounds good in the shower I can guarantee it will sound even 
better in the choir! 
 
Contact us via our website (details below), ring Tony Brown (01256 
336984), send us an email to Basingstokemvc@outlook.com or just turn up 
on a Tuesday.  We'd love to see you. 
 
Web site address:  
http://www.basingstokemvc.org.uk/contact-us/ 

http://www.sherfieldshow.org.uk
mailto:Basingstokemvc@outlook.com
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Miles Elliott 

GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICES 

Phone/Fax:  
01256 882224 

Mobile:07810573479E-mail: 
miles.elliott@btinternet.com 

Servicing 
Repairs 
Tuning 

Adjustment 
Sharpening 

Turgis Green 

Now’s the time for servicing 
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Sherfield Village Hall 

Matters 

Reg.Charity No 272385 

 

 

'At the heart of our 
community for over 

100 years’  

 

 

Visit our exciting redesigned website  

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk

See the full listing of facilities, regular 

clubs/activities & events 

Hire an event space for your meeting, 

party or wedding 

Join a regular club/activity 

Volunteer & support events 

To hire the hall 

Tel: 07468 427684   

admin@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk

To help at village events: 

- please fill in the volunteer form on the 

website.  

Please let us know your ideas for 

future events at the hall. 

Dates for your diary 

JUNE 

Sherfield Fete 

Saturday 10
th

 June Village Green 

SEPTEMBER 

Sherfield (Flower) Show 

Sunday 3
rd

 September SVHall 

Last Night of the Proms 

Saturday 9
th

 September SVHall 

Live performance first half 

Bring your interval picnics 

Televised from Albert Hall from 9pm 

Sherfield Beer Festival 

Saturday 30
th

 September SVHall 

Usual popular all-day event 

Real ale and live bands 

DECEMBER 

John Kirkpatrick 

‘Carolling & Crumpets’ 

Saturday 2
nd

 December SVHall 

Traditional English Folk songs for 

Christmas  

http://www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
http://www.viables.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=128.1509&tab=128&formaction=CMSPage
http://www.viables.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=126.383&tab=126&CMSPage&formaction=CMSPage
mailto:admin@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
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   Mobile: 07798 570443.  
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Page 19 

A Loddon Players presentation of Fred 
Carmichael’s “Out of Sight, out of Murder” 
27-29th April - Village Hall,  
We took our seats for the performance and 
the suspense began immediately.  A tension 
inducing loop of music caused several 
members of the audience to jump each time it 
restarted.  The main character meanwhile 
typed on unperturbed.  We would love to know 
what muse sustained him until the action 
started, but the ribbon must have nearly run 
dry!  As each character arrived we were drawn 
into a fascinating plot which worked on many 
related levels.  As a murder mystery story 
there was never enough ‘evidence’ to expose 
the final denouement and the interaction of the 
participants introduced many red-herring 
motives to keep us guessing throughout the 
plot.   
Our principal character, Peter Knight, played 
with appropriate reticence, naivete, and 
puzzlement by Chris Nunn, was trying to meet 
a script deadline, but suffering a severe case 
of writer’s block.  He was getting away alone 
to restore his productivity, but the location – 
an eerie mansion where a previous writer was 
murdered – was not necessarily ideal.  Minna 
the enthusiastic, but somewhat easy-going 
caretaker/cleaner was instructed to meet ‘Phil’ 
a secretary arriving the next day to assist him. 
He has settled to a night alone when a storm 
cuts the electricity and phones and a surreal 
twist occurs.  The characters he has imagined 
on paper begin to arrive on set.  On this level 
there were several interesting reflections on 
how much an author is in charge of his 
characters and plot, and how much they have 
lives of their own.  Each character brought 
their own impact to his story line.  They were 
all ambivalent about being ‘free’ in a ‘real’ in a 
play, or ‘free’ back in perpetual limbo waiting 
to be called into a new role.  They all ‘knew’ 
ahead of time that they had assembled to hear 
a will read at midnight (but was this the real 
time, or just the time in the story?)  Also, was 
the late arriving Dick the expected ‘mystery 
guest’, or was Peter himself that character?  
Would Peter get murdered to allow the 
characters to continue under their own 
control?   
The will left a minor fortune to the pretty young 

ingenue Kay.  Another blackout occurs during 
which Jordan (the lawyer) is poisoned – but 
was he really the intended victim or was that a 
mistake in the dark?  As the remaining players 
debate this a second murder occurs.  
Followed by a third, the victim of a falling plant 
pot.  At this point it seems Peter’s story is 
writing itself.  He meanwhile is unsure of his 
response to the blandishments of the vampish 
Lydia, and of his own attraction towards Kay.  
However, they all pull together to help Kay 
solve the riddle of where her legacy fortune 
has been hidden and the butler is unmasked 
as the murderer.  Just like a conventional 
murder story.  With this, the imaginary players’ 
roles are deemed to be complete and they 
must all return to limbo.  Peter is alone again – 
still reflecting on his attachment to his 
character Kay.   
Minna arrives as it is really morning – 
surprising Peter as his sense of time is still 
disoriented by the actions of his characters.  
She guesses that he has been awake all night 
working on his manuscript, and tells him that 
“Phil” has not arrived.  A knock on the door 
presages the arrival of Phil, unexpectedly a 
female secretary (Phyllis), as close to a re-
incarnation of the Kay of his imaginings as 
possible.  This neatly, but somewhat over-
romantically rounds off the entertaining and 
thought-provoking plot.  
All the characters were well cast and carried 
the action through convincingly on a well-
designed set (except for the fireplace wall 
rocking! I am sure the whole audience would 
join me in congratulating everyone involved in 
making this production a success and will be 
eagerly looking forward to the next production. 
A raffle during the interval provided funds 
which will be given to the Alzheimers Society. 

Adrian Burrows 
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The Four Horseshoes 
Old Reading Road 

Sherfield on Loddon 

RG27 2EX 

Tel: 01256 882296 

Email: info@the4horsehsoes.co.uk 

 
A warm welcome awaits you at our traditional village 

pub  

Quiz nights, live music events and much much more 

Skittle Alley/Function Room available.  

 Follow our Facebook page (thefourhorseshoessol) for all 

the info 
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Every Wednesday is Community Night 
Your Parish Council and the Sherfield Park 
Community Association have come to an 
agreement to have  the same night, for 
each of our meetings giving you less to 
remember and simplifying the Community 
Centre diary. From now on, parish council 
meetings will take place on the 2nd 
Wednesdays of each month, and SPCA 
meetings on the last. On the other 
Wednesdays, we'll have parish committee 
meetings (finance, planning, community) or 
use the space for other community 
activities. Is there a meeting or event you'd 
like us to organise on one of those free 
Wednesdays? Please email 
clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk   
We hope to see you on Wednesdays at 
7:30. 

FIND YOUR WAY 

Our new notice boards now hold an official, 
borough-approved street map of the parish. 
If you have visitors looking for you, or 
delivery people who need help, you can 
direct them to these resources at each 
entry to the estate. 

THANKS FOR ATTENDING 

By the time The Link goes to print, we will 
have held our annual general meeting. We 
hope all who came found it useful, and that 
it perhaps gave you a taste for attending 
more of our meetings. Remember there's 
always a time reserved for community 
involvement, and room for people who want 
to make a difference to get involved in ... or 
lead ... volunteer activities. At the meeting, 
we gave updates on things like our work 
over the past year, the results of our recent 
community survey, developments on either 
side of the estate and road construction 
affecting us over the next year, status on 
broadband, etc. If you couldn't make it and 

want to catch up, read the minutes on our 
website. 
www.sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk/ 

DIG FOR ADOPTION 

Frustrated by, or curious about, recent road 
and construction works throughout the 
estate? These are all part of Croudace's 
final efforts to get the land and roads of 
Sherfield Park adopted by the Borough of 
Basingstoke and Deane. Just as the buyer 
of a newly-constructed house has the right 
to hold the builder to a "snagging list" to 
ensure everything is as promised, the 
borough will not adopt ... and then become 
responsible for maintaining ... Sherfield 
Park until Croudace brings all areas up to 
expected standards. 

The flurry of recent work shows that both 
Croudace and the Borough are keen to 
move forward with the adoption. This is 
excellent news. Many of the things you've 
asked about, from additional speed control 
measures or signage to allotments or 
beautifying public areas can't happen until 
the land is officially adopted.  
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Jane Austen in Basingstoke 

A talk by Debbie Reavell of the Heritage Society 

Followed by afternoon tea 

Saturday 10
th

 June at 2.30pm 

Church Cottage, St Michael’s Church, Basingstoke 

 Entry fee £2, donation for tea  

Proceeds to St Michael’s Church flower fund 

Please use town centre car parks as no parking at Church 

To assist with catering, please RSVP 

Gill Broderick     01256 351624 or  gillbroderick@btinternet.com 

Sandy French  01256 336199 or  s.french781@btinernet.com 

It has been a few months since the 
Sherfield Park Community Association 
(SPCA) reached out to our community 
through the Loddon Valley Link — a few 
too many months.  But instead of looking 
back, the SPCA has a lot going on taking 
us forward. 

We are very proud of our Centre and our 
staff led by Candice Wright our Centre 
Manager.  But to keep up the building and 
better support Candice we have hired Roy 
Taylor as our Handyman and Sarah 
Bicknell as our Admin Officer.  Feel free to 
stop by at the Centre and say hello any 
time. 

The Shop — everyone asks about the 
shop.  You may have already noticed the 
legal notice about the shop license, but 
during the month of June progress will be 
a lot more visible.  By the time you read 
this, the relevant leases will all be agreed 
and the fitting of the shop will be 
scheduled.  And during June you will see 
the shop being fitted out and the shelves 

being stocked.  Look to Facebook and the 
SPCA web page for details of the shop 
opening. 

Of course there is Sherfest and all of the 
other activities offered at our Centre.  But 
there is also a group of volunteer trustees 
who are ultimately responsible for the 
Centre and to the Charity Commission.  If 
you have ideas about how we might better 
serve our community, let us know.  Even 
better, if you want to get involved, let us 
know.  Stop by the Centre or email us at 
communications@sherfieldparkcommunity
.co.uk 

 

Stephen Levin  

Chairman 

Sherfield Park Community Association 

Sherfield Park Community Association 

mailto:clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:gillbroderick@btinternet.com
mailto:s.french781@btinernet.com
mailto:communications@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk
mailto:communications@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk
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Perhaps nothing illustrates the difference in 
pace between today’s world and late 
Victorian England more than the operation of 
emergency services. The Fire Brigade is a 
case in point; I frequently hear the sirens 
wailing on the nearby A33 as Fire Engines or 
the other Emergency Services storm along in 
response to a callout. 

In January 1895 the process was very 
different and depended on subscriptions paid 
by residents… 

‘In order to test the capabilities of the 
Basingstoke Fire brigade with their new 
engine and to give the members a little 
country experience, the Rev. A. G. Barker 
made arrangements with Mr A.H. Barton, 
captain of the Brigade, and in consequence a 
telegram was received by the latter 
gentleman at 5.30 on Saturday evening 
urging the immediate attendance of the 
Brigade at St Leonards - (the name of the 
Barker’s home as well as of the Church.) The 
preliminary requirements were performed 
with despatch and the firemen fully equipped 
with their team of four powerful horses, which 
had been fetched from the Red Lion, arrived 
at St Leonards just under the hour from the 
time of call, with steam up ready for action. 
Considering the slippery nature of the roads 
and the amount of newly laid gravel, not to 
mention the breaking of  a trace in ascending 
Sherfield Hill, the performance is highly 
creditable. 

The engine was fed from the pond at the 
Home Farm. A couple of lengths of hose was 
quickly run out and a smart piece of drill 
directed by Mr Barton showed the efficiency 
of the brigade in a marked degree. Anyone 
venturing in the line of fire at that particular 
moment would have had a proper drenching 
and the only expressed regret on the part of 
the men was that their laurels were not won 
on an actual conflagration.  

A specially interesting display, showing the 
method of rescue from a burning house took 

place in the front of St Leonards. A couple of 
ladders were procured – one being a 
telescopic pattern, which Mr Barker keeps for 
emergencies -and Master A. P. Barker was 
very speedily brought down from an upper 
window. This was followed by a much sterner 
test viz. carrying down fireman W. Hopkins 
(no light weight). This was done by F. Powell 
and brought forth cheers from the company. 
All being put safely together, the party 
adjourned with Mr Barker for a capital hot 
supper. A fire brigade drill in January makes 
an excellent appetiser and after their 
exertions of the previous couple of hours, the 
repast was thoroughly enjoyed, and did not 
come at all amiss. 

The President of the Brigade Mr T.J. Edney 
thanked Mr and Mrs Barker for their kindness 
and bore testimony to the interest which they 
had always shown to every good work in 
Basingstoke and particularly in the Brigade. 
In proposing their good health he added that 
the thanks of the Corporation were due to Mr 
Barker for his handsome subscription to the 
Brigade (cheers). The toasts were drunk with 
enthusiasm and loud cheers were accorded. 
Mr Barker expressed the pleasure it gave 
both Mrs Barker and himself in having the 
brigade at St Leonards; he had the greatest 
admiration for the men of the Brigade who so 
nobly did their duty, not hesitating to put their 
lives in jeopardy if required for the saving of 
life and property (loud cheers). They returned 
to Basingstoke at about 9 p.m. giving more 
cheers as the engine sped away’. 

John Darker. 

Rev Barker and the Fire Brigade. 
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West Green Road, Hartley Wintney 
RG27 8LP 

Open June (date varies) to late 
September for Pick Your Own & Picked 
fruit, vegetables and flowers including 

Strawberries, Tayberries, Currants, 
Gooseberries, Raspberries, New 

Potatoes & Asparagus; local Honey, 
Free Range Eggs and Homemade 

Jams & Ice Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, & to place 

orders or visit  
www.westgreenfruits.com 

Page 29 

Exclusive evening roof tours 
at The Vyne 
13, 15 & 20 June and 13 & 20 July, 6-7.30pm, 
£30, book on 01256 883858 or visit:  
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/the-vyne/features/
evening-roof-tours  
As the National Trust’s The Vyne undergoes a 
£5.4 million roof project, the trust is offering 

exclusive evening roof tours in aid of fundraising for the project. 
A roof level walkway currently enables visitors to view the rooftop of this former Tudor 
palace as it undergoes repairs. The evening tour grants out of hours access to this 
walkway with a guide.  
This is a unique opportunity to uncover the unusual aspects of a project involving a 
historic house from painstakingly numbering every single brick dismantled from the 
chimneys to analysing paw prints found on historic tiles. Visitors can discover why the 
team are ‘sticking balloons up chimneys’ but won’t be touching The Vyne’s chapel roof 
until after September.  
The tour is followed by a drinks reception on the north lawn with light refreshments. 

Here, visitors will have the opportunity to leave their mark on The Vyne by signing a 

slate tile destined for The Vyne’s portico. Each tile is roughly the size of an A3 sheet of 

paper and will be part of the house for centuries to come. 

 

 

Also Games,  

Stalls and  

of course  

Tea and Cakes 

HARTLEY WESPALL REGATTA  
Sunday 25

th
 June  

from 2pm  
at Hartley Mill  

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/the-vyne/features/evening-roof-tours
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/the-vyne/features/evening-roof-tours
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I can’t believe that we are already a third of 
the way through the year so I thought I 
would have a look at how things are, 
compared with the previous year. 
So far this year, we have had 307 
occurrences reported in Chineham 
(excluding firearms licencing enquiries). 
Over the same period in 2016, there were 
310 occurrences reported so very similar for 
both years. 
I would like to think that with all the changes 
in funding and our infrastructure, we are still 
doing well dealing with all these jobs and 
keeping the total number of occurrences 
lower than the previous year. 
I hope the figures are indicative of what has 
been going on and that a majority of what 
happens is reported to us. I can only report 
to you, what we have been told about. 
If you are aware of something that has been 
happening but have not yet reported it, 
please do so, as in the wise words of Marge 
Simpson “It’s the squeaky wheel that gets 
the grease”! 
The overnight burglaries seem to have 
stopped following the arrest of a suspect 
but please continue to use the deadlocks on 
your doors at night. 
There were several cars broken into a few 

nights ago. A card from 
one was used that 
morning and the bank 
immediately contacted 
the victim who in turn 
told us. The suspect 
was identified from the 
CCTV in the shop, 
arrested and charged 
with fraud relating to 
the card (he denied 
stealing it from the car). 
When his house was 
searched, there were 
items seized that we 
believe were stolen and 
we would like to hear 

from anyone who has had something taken 
from a vehicle recently, regardless of the 
value or circumstances. 
Further to a meeting with Councillor 
Bowyer, I have been carrying out speed 
checks along Cufaude Lane. There have 
been some quite high speeds along that 
stretch of road and several drivers were 
stopped and warned. 
I will be continuing with these checks as 
and when I get the chance so please be 
mindful of your speed. 
On Wednesday night, PCSO Green and I 
attended a Neighbourhood Watch event in 
Chineham where we delivered short 
presentations on drugs and cybercrime 
followed by John Dick with a presentation 
about Crimestoppers. 
Hopefully there will be similar events in the 
future with presentations on different topics. 
I’m sure the Neighbourhood Watch 
Coordinators would like to see more people 
attending, so if you have a suggestion 
about what would be a useful topic to 
present, please let me or your 
Neighbourhood watch coordinator know 
and we will see what we can do. 
Kind regards, 
PC 1395 Neil Piper 

Latest Crime Report (March) 

Source: https://www.police.uk/hampshire 
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Coming soon to a radio near you…. 

Siegfried Idyll  from Karen West 

If, like me, you’re a Radio 4 addict, you’ll 
probably have heard a programme called 
Soul Music. Each episode features a piece 
of music that, for whatever reasons, is very 
special to a small number of contributors 
whose stories are told, interspersed with 
snippets of the music. Sort of Desert Island 
Discs in reverse - only this time the island 
isn’t deserted and there’s only one piece of 
music!  

About two years ago I responded to an 
invitation from BBC Radio 4, via the 
Wagner Society, to tell stories that linked us 
to the Siegfried Idyll. In so many respects 
this is not your typical Wagner composition 
– for starters it’s short, played on just a few 
instruments, there’s no singing and 
moreover it’s quiet - although in other ways 
it simply couldn’t have been written by 
anyone else. It’s a romantic story – 
Wagner’s eventual wife, Cosima, the 
daughter of Franz Liszt, had recently given 
birth to his only son, whom they christened 
Siegfried. In the midst of composing the 
third opera in his amazing Ring cycle, 
Wagner penned the piece as a birthday 
present for her. Cosima’s diary for her 
birthday describes awaking on Christmas 
Eve to the gentle sounds of the Idyll drifting 
up the stairs of their home on the shores of 
Lake Lucerne and then Wagner coming into 
their bedroom and presenting the score to 
her. 

I told the story of my ‘golden’ birthday when 
I’d decided to achieve this landmark in 
Switzerland and to take Dad, Basingstoke 
Choral Society’s much missed 
photographer, to visit Wagner’s house, 
Tribschen, now a museum and where the 
original score of the Idyll remains still. In 
honour of the occasion I was presented with 
a t-shirt to wear that had a picture of the 
house on the front and a message on the 
back that read ‘Today is my 50th birthday 
and I chose to spend it here’. Not 
surprisingly, the staff at Tribschen were 
tickled pink and invited me to choose a 
piece of music to listen to in the house, so 

without hesitation I chose the Idyll, and 
Mum, Dad and I sat on the same stairs 
where the small group of musicians were 
smuggled in to play the piece’s premiere. 
When we left at the end of the afternoon 
staff presented me with the gift of a CD of 
Wagner’s music, recorded in Lucerne, 
including the Idyll. 

At the time I had a follow-up ‘phone call 
from a Radio 4 researcher who asked me 
more about the story, but then nothing 
more. To be honest, I wasn’t surprised. My 
story was perhaps interesting, but did it say 
much about touching my soul? And who 
else had stories with which to fill out the 30 
minute programme?  

Fast-forward to some 3 months ago on a 
quiet afternoon at work in Guildford and my 
‘phone rings. ‘Is that Karen West?’ an 
unknown voice asked and I found myself 
talking to another researcher who told me 
that Radio 4 was thinking about resurrecting 
the idea of featuring the Siegfried Idyll in the 
new series of Soul Music, so could I re-tell 
my story? This led to a whole load of 
questions about how I’d come to love 
Wagner’s music, which in turn sparked 
questions about Dad (from whom I’d caught 
the what the late music critic Bernard Levin 
called the ‘incurable, but marvellous 
disease called Wagner’) and as I spoke I 
realised that there was now another 
poignant link to the Idyll. We’d ’d played it – 
from the same Tribschen CD – as Dad’s 
coffin came into the chapel for his funeral 
last May that David and more than 40 BCS 
members contributed so memorably to. The 
Radio 4 researcher was adamant that she 
‘had to feature’ my story as part of the 
programme and so some weeks later I 
found the story being recorded. It’s become 
so much more a story of Dad than of me, 
but perhaps all the better because of that 
and in the meantime I’m curious to hear 
others’ stories that link mine to this beautiful 
piece of soul music. 

(The programme featuring Karen's story 
was due to be  broadcast on 31 May. 

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b008mj7p) 
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Thank you to  everyone who voted for me 
on 4th May County Council Elections. 

I feel hugely honoured to be able to 
continue representing all the residents in 
Sherfield Park (Loddon Division) for a 
3rdterm. 

I will endeavour to the best of my ability, to 
work hard to keep the ward of Chineham/
Sherfield Park a great place to live. I 
believe everyone is entitled to a good 
quality of life in a safe and clean 
environment and I will continue to strive for 
this. 

As I write this article Hampshire County 
Council are currently out to tender for the 
major improvements work to be carried out 
on the Crockford Lane (Red Army) 
Roundabout and Great Binfields (Tesco) 
Roundabout. Tenders are due in around 
early May allowing 4weeks for tender 
evaluation and legal sign-off plus a 5 week 
mobilisation period so I would envisage the 
work to start in the summer if all goes to 
plan. 

Many of you will remember the chaos that 
was caused along the Hanmore Road for 
several weeks, with people parking their 
cars to use the cut through to the 
Chineham business park. This was 
generated because Croudace the 
developer closed off the access road into 
the Chineham business park while laying 
sewage works. 

I have had regular meetings with Highways 
Officers at HCC to express my concern that 
when the major improvement work starts 
on the Two roundabouts mentioned it’s 
very possible we may have more problems 
with cars parking along Hanmore Road and 
the school area. 

HCC have agreed with me it’s important to 
have a traffic regulation order in place 
ahead of the works to prevent commuter 
parking, but to maintain school parking 
within restricted times. 

This order can be amended or extended at 
any time once in place should it be 
necessary.  

Elaine still 

Tel: 01256 880926 
Mobile: 07864691342 
Website: elainestill.com 
cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 
Elaine.Still@hants.gov.uk 

Borough Councillor's Report 

After serving as the Co-ordinator of the 
group for over 20 years Doreen Tosswill is 
retiring and is looking for someone to take 
over her role. This service is offered to 
people from Sherfield on Loddon and 
Hartley Wespall. It is not an onerous task 
as there has always been willing volunteers 
to provide the help. The task is very 
rewarding and only takes up a little time. 
If you are someone who would like to 

devote a little time to helping others please 
call Doreen on 882344 and she will explain 
what is involved. Access to a computer is 
not essential but will probably be a benefit. 

 

Sherfield on Loddon Community Care Group 

tel:01256%20880926
http://elainestill.com/
mailto:cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk
mailto:Elaine.Still@hants.gov.uk
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Meeting dates 
The next Full Parish Council meetings 
are on Tuesday 13 June and 11 July at 
7.30 pm in the Liddell Hall. 
 
New Meeting Arrangements 
Please note that scheduled Full Council 
meetings will now be held on the 
second Tuesday each month with a 
break in August.  Under the new 
structure, planning, finance and burial 
ground issues will be discussed by Full 
Council rather than committees.  The 
Village Green and Leisure Facilities 
Committee will meet on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month (except for 
August and December this year). 
 
At the annual meeting of the Parish 
Council on 10 May 2017, Cllr Venetia 
Rowland was elected as Chairman for 
the municipal year.  Cllr Barry Neale 
was elected as Vice Chairman. 
 
SAVE THE DUCKS - DO NOT FEED 
THE RATS 
Several residents have commented on 
the number of rats seen recently, 
particularly around the ponds.  
Unfortunately, the rats are attracted by 
food given to the ducks, and the rats 
themselves are a threat to any 
ducklings.  Please can you hold back on 
feeding the ducks and in particular, 
please do not give them bread. 
 
Ducks are much healthier if they have a 
natural diet and forage for food.  The 
following are some suitable alternatives 
to bread, but please only in small 
quantities so that there is no waste left 
for the rats: 

Cracked corn 
Wheat, barley or similar grains, or 

oats 
Defrosted frozen peas or corn 
Chopped lettuce or greens 

Mealworms or 
earthworms 

 
The duck population on the 
Village Green does seem to have 
suffered in other ways recently.  Please 
do not chase or harass the ducks – they 
may run into the road.  Please keep 
your dogs on a lead and under control. 
 
Thank you 
… to Mike for the fantastic job he has 
done rebuilding the broken bench. 
 

 
 
…. to the Neighbourhood Plan Working 
Party and volunteers who ran the recent 
open sessions. 
 

 
 
 
Catherine Ryle - Clerk to the Parish 
Council, Sherfield on Loddon,  
PO Box 6862, Basingstoke RG24 4QZ    
Telephone: 01256 842662 
Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 

Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 
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(Grants for Children and Young People) 

The Foundation was established by 
George Pitt in 1739 and provides grants 
for children and young people under 18 in 
the Parishes of Stratfield Saye and Beech 
Hill.  The Trustees would like to encourage 
parents of Stratfield Saye and Beech Hill 
to make use of this historic charity. 

All claims, with accompanying receipts, for 
extra curricular activities where not 
provided by the Local Education Authority, 
will be considered sympathetically.  The 
grant is not means-tested and is available 
for activities such as: 

Music and swimming tuition, residential 

and study courses, textbooks and special 
equipment etc. 

Applications for grants must be received 
by: Andrew Speed, Wellington Estates, 
Estate Office, Stratfield Saye, Near 
Reading, RG7 2BT, not later than 30th 
June 2017.   

                              

THE STRATFIELD SAYE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 

mailto:clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk


Page 40 

www.Loddonvallylink.org.uk 

Page 41 

Chineham Library 

We thought that you might be interested to 
find out more about the regular services at 
Chineham library, and to hear about our 
special events. It would be great if you are 
able to come and join us at some of these.  

We have many regular activities for 
children. On a Tuesday there are half hour 
rhymetimes for pre-schoolers, with the 
under ones session at 10am and the over 
ones at 11am. These are very popular and 
a good way to meet other parents. The first 
Saturday of the month we hold a drop in 
craft session between 10am and 12pm 
aimed at primary school children. The next 
dates are the 3rd June and the 1st July. All 
the other Saturdays we hold half hour 
storytimes aimed at pre-schoolers, 
beginning at 10am. On a Thursday 
afternoon we hold a monthly group called 
Chatterbooks for 7 – 11 year olds to discuss 
books and do crafts. This runs from 3.45 to 
4.45 and our next dates are the 15th June 

and the 13th July.  

We run two reading groups for adults which 
meet monthly: the Crime Reading group 
meets Saturday mornings from 10.30 to 
11.30 and the next two meetings are the 
10th June and the 8th July. Then there is the 
CHIPPS group for parents and preschool 
children, which meets on Wednesday 
mornings from 10 – 11am. The next 
meeting date is the 14th June. For further 
details of these please contact the library 
staff.  

In addition to the reading groups we host a 
fortnightly adult colouring group who meet 
on Wednesday afternoons. For further deals 
of their next meetings please ask the staff. 
Then Age Concern provide computer tuition 
for the over 50s on a one-to-one basis 
every Wednesday morning in term  time, 
between 10am and 13pm. Sessions need to 

be booked by phoning their office on: 01256 
423874.  

We are now approaching our busiest time of 
year, as between the 15th July and the 16th 
September we will be running the annual 
children’s summer reading challenge. This 
year’s takes the theme of ‘Animal Agents’.  
The aim is for children to read six books 
during this time and be rewarded with a 
medal and certificate. During this time they 
also collect stickers and can attend extra 
events at the library. To make all this 
possible we need lots of volunteers to work 
alongside our regular staff team and anyone 
aged 14 plus is welcome to apply. We 
would be delighted to hear from anyone 
who can offer a minimum of two hours per 
week, holidays excepted.  

We hope that if you aren’t already a 
member you will think about coming to join 
our wonderful library, and to visit us in the 
near future to see at first hand all that we 
have to offer. The best way to keep up-to-
date with everything that is happening is to 
follow us on social media. We have a 
Facebook page and a twitter account. We 
hope to see you soon. 

Cathy Foster 
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Celebrating 900 years 
of worship at  
St. Leonards  

Sherfield-on-Loddon 
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For details about the above  activities or to get in touch  visit our website 

www.sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

SHERFEST 

Saturday 1st July 

12pm—8pm 

Live Music, Bar with real ale & cider, BBQ,  Shipwrecked Slide,  

Fish & Chip Van,  Giant Deckchair, Surf Simulator, Bouncy Castles 

Punch & Judy, Tots Play, Face Painting, Balloon Modelling,  

Sand art, Sports day fun, Kids Zone, Vintage Tea Party , Police car, 
Raffle and more! 

    FREE ENTRY 

Thanks to our Sherfest sponsors and supporters so far!   

LM Design & Build, Sure4Doors, SB Physiotherapy, Ur Next Move,  
Spratleys, NotJustTravel-Matt Pinyoun, TCHL Interiors,  

Endeavour Maintenance Solutions Ltd, Dainty Decorators  
Bring camp chairs, picnic blankets, pitch up and make a day of it! 

Designated Gazebo  area (restricted)  
Limited parking 

Children must be supervised at all times 

All dogs on a lead  

MAY HALF TERM 

Tetrabrazil  

Tuesday 30th May  — Friday 2nd June  
9am—3pm 

uk.challengersports.com/basingstoke 
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‘What law-breaking would you condone?’ 
was the title of our May meeting.  Perhaps 
this was a bit of ‘hot potato’ – after all, who 
wants to be seen as a potential criminal?  
However, it was a very interesting evening 
and led to some lively discussion and 
humour.  There are a massive number of 
laws to break!  Since the Queen came to 
the throne she has given Royal Assent to 
over 3,000 laws.  Types of law include 
Admiralty, Bankruptcy, Business, Civil 
Rights, Criminal, Entertainment, 
Environmental and Family.  The EU have 
imposed mainly environmental laws on us 
to date although there have been some 
notable exceptions.  Then there is Common 
Law, developed from judgements in court 
based on decisions made in similar cases, 
which are known as precedents. 
 
We realised that very few of us would know 
all the laws and begs the 
question, does anyone 
know all the laws?  It 
would therefore be very 
easy to break a law 
based on ignorance.  
Anyone who has grey 
squirrels in their garden 
would, until recently, 
have been breaking the 
law if they did not dispatch them!  Quite 
how you were supposed to do it was never 
explained!   Probably the most common law

-breaking is speeding.  
How many people could 
say that they have never broken the speed 
limit?  Indeed in modern cars it is very easy 
to do.  We discussed the transition to the 
metric system for weighing goods in shops 
and how many of us persisted in asking for 
our food in the old imperial measurements.  
However, we thought that it would be the 
seller who would be breaking the law, not 
the buyer.  We also discussed paying 
tradespeople in cash, using drugs like 
Cannabis for medicinal reasons to alleviate 
pain, what we would do if someone tried to 
harm our children or break into our house 
(what is reasonable force, for example?) 
and mercy killing.  The subject of 
smartphones being used in cars was 
mentioned and how we should turn off the 
engine before using them, although as 
someone said, what if you are stationery in 
a queue on the motorway?  Why are you 
allowed to smoke whilst driving, but you 
can’t eat anything?  We then went on to talk 
about the laws in education – taking 
children out of school for holidays, 
comforting a distressed child or putting a 
plaster on a wounded knee for example.  
Sometimes we felt that things had gone too 
far and that this was probably driven by the 
fear of litigation. 
Our ramble in late May will be covered next 
month.  Our June meeting is a talk by three 
members on India. 

NATIONAL WOMEN'S REGISTER 

Does 
anyone 

know all 
the 

laws? 

'Tea at 3' event in aid of St Michael's Hospice  

  

Becky, Rita & Jeannette will be hosting a ‘Tea at 3’ fund raising event for 
St Michael’s Hospice on Sunday 23rd July  2pm – 5pm at The Old School, 
Silchester Road, Bramley (drive runs along side the allotments).  There will 
be refreshments and cakes available. If anyone would like a stall at the 
event or for further information please contact Becky on 07733 466210 / 01256 
881358.  Everyone welcome!’ 
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Unveiling of the Centenary Memorial 

Stone to L/Cpl James Welch VC 

The Commemorative plaque 
recording the 100th anniversary of 
the VC awarded to James Welch 
on 29th April 1917 was unveiled 
by HM the Lord Lieutenant of 
Hampshire, Nigel Atkinson Esq, 

at a service in New Street on Saturday 29th 
April 2017. 

The presence of the 
actual medal owned 
now by the Wardrobe 
Museum in Salisbury, 
together with the 
presence of 4 of his 

grandchildren and one great grandson,   
made it a very personal tribute to an 
extremely brave man. 

However it would not have been the 
success it was without all the help, advice 
and assistance we received for many 
people during the months leading up to the 
service as well as on the day in particular 
Lieutenant-Colonel (Ret’d) T Lerwill for the 
Regiment ,  the 7th Battalion the Rifles, who 
provided the Guard of Honour, and the 
cadets from Brock Barracks.  Many retired 
army personnel were invited to the 
ceremony to honour his actions together 
with the Mayor of Basingstoke & Deane 
Borough Council and our MP Ranil 
Jayawardena 

I do not think it can be better expressed 
than the thanks the Parish Council 
received from his elder grandson Major 
(Ret’d) Philip Welch: 

‘..what a wonderful day it was on 
Saturday! Therefore, on behalf of my 
siblings and their spouses, I would like 
to thank you very much for your 
colossal efforts for arranging such a 
superb ceremony. Every aspect of the 
requirements of such an occasion had 
been considered and appropriately 

implemented. Nothing 
was omitted.  
We received a very warm 
welcome, and every 
courtesy throughout the 
day. It was a fine tribute to 
our grandfather, and now 
there is lasting monument 
to him, set in his beautiful 
peaceful village.   
It would be remiss of us if we did not thank 
you for the wonderful reception after the 
ceremony. Moreover, our thanks go to all 
your helpers who gave us sustenance both 
before and after the ceremony. 
A truly wonderful and memorable day. 
Thank you 
so much.’ 

A reception 
was help in 
the Village 
Hall after 
the unveiling 
for those 
officially 
invited. Unfortunately due to restrictions on 
the maximum number of people the Village 
Hall is permitted under Health and Safety & 
Fire regulations to allow into the Hall the 
Parish Council was unable to accommodate 
more parish residents. 

Penny Mayo Parish Clerk 

  

STRATFIELD SAYE PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 
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On Monday 24th April, 12 members and 
friends from the Branch were treated to a 
visit to the RAF at Odiham. We were 
welcomed by the visit Project Officer, Flt Lt 
Elmer, and then guided to the Main Briefing 
Room where, after a welcome cup of tea, 
Wg Cdr Bell, Chief of Staff, gave us all an 
excellent overview of all aspects of the 
Station’s operations. He stressed the 
importance to the station of being part of the 
surrounding community and explained why 
it is necessary for them to train in low level 
and night flying procedures. Next, personnel 
from the RAF Regiment Force Protection 
Training Unit, armament engineers and 
survival equipment specialists showed us a 
wide range of weapons and survival 
equipment that are currently used by the 
Chinook Force. Finally, we were hosted by 
aircrew of 27 Sqn who explained their roles, 
showed us around their flight preparation 

facilities and then invited us inside a 
Chinook.  

Our thanks to RAF Odiham for giving us this 
privileged insight into their operations and 
more knowledge about these extraordinary 
aircraft that use the skies above us. 

 Bramley & District Branch of the Royal British Legion  
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 

MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 

Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans available. 

1 Seal Road, Basingstoke,  
RG21 7NQ  

Tel: 01256 844663 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Happy Faces Play group 
Sherfield-on-Loddon 

“Bring your happy face to our happy place” 

A small, friendly playgroup for  
children aged 2 years 6 mths to school age 

Flexible Sessions 
including all day 

 

 

 

 

Further information:  

01256 880903 

Prospectus/application form:  

07791 141176 

happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk 
www.happy-faces-playgroup.co.uk 

Est. 1982. Charity No. 1029688 

 

http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
mailto:happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.happyfacesplaygroup.co.uk
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YOUR LOCAL TRADE PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, HEATING & 

ELECTRICAL NEEDS  

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT US: 
     Tel: 01256 880044   MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

 PLUMBING & HEATING SPECIALIST 

 Bathrooms & shower installations 

 Solar thermal installations and energy-friendly controls 

 Gas Safe and Oftec registered for peace of mind with 

gas and oil installations 
29164 

Serving the local community for 30 years 

Telephone: 01256 882309 

Email: adrian@awburt.com 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

mailto:admin@pscservices.co.uk
http://www.pscservices.co.uk
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Call 07545819842 
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA. Reliable and affordable service. 

Friendly, experienced lady who cleans every corner. Ironing also available. 

References. Tel 07933 316989. mariacleaning@live.co.uk 

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER. Self assessment tax returns, 

arrears, claims, payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. 

Call 01256 882258 or e-mail david_hitchins@msn.com 

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, 

garden maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 07713 470223. E-mail 
rdam549@googlemail.com  

LOCAL INDEPENDENT CLEANER. Honest and trustworthy. Excellent 

service. Excellent references. Excellent rates. Tel 07407543891  

DOMICILIARY CARER. Mature female; DBS Certified; Public Liability 

Insurance. Patient and kind, offering personal care and assistance to the 
elderly in their own home. References available. Michelle 07776 255688. 

BRAMLEY AIRPORT TRANSFERS. We specialise in Airports, 

seaports, sporting events all with competitive rates, Fully Licenced cars & 
drivers. We also do local trips from village to village. Call/Text 07917 762625. 
bramleyairporttransfers.co.uk email bramleyairporttransfers@gmail.com  

 

IRONING by Iron Genie. Special offer for new customers.  Fast, reliable, 

efficient and affordable. Free local collection and delivery.  
Check us out www.irongenie.co.uk. Call Sue 07976 097532. 
  

JOB OPPORTUNITY local gardener is looking for an assistant to help 

with growing seasonable workload, flexible hours available, no previous 
experience necessary. Please contact Graeme on tel:07955310046 or by 
email: graemedickinson@yahoo.co.uk for further details. 

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
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881760  
882426 
882337 
  
882534 
465214 
882334  

07775 675869 
07554 430995 
07785 580456 
882798 
882798 
880903 

07867 547696 
882350  
 
882534 
882106 
101 
101 
880075 
882210 
882687 
882344 
882605 
882680 
882350  
883967  
0791 9990908 
880075 
 
07468 427684 
07940 212441 
881760 
881021 
01189332 379 
01189332106  
882351 
842662 
883551 
882334 
07996 045944 
882605 
882453 
880727 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments 
Basingstoke Gazette   
Brownies 
St. Leonard’s Church                             
Breach Lane Chapel 
Catholic Church 
Clift Surgery Patient Group 
Cricket Club (Sherfield) 
Cricket Club (ST & HW) 
 
Evergreens                    
Football (Junior)              
Happy Faces Playgroup 
Loddon Players 
Loddon Quilters 
Loddon Valley Link 
Lunch Club  
NWR   
Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk  
Police - Sherfield Park 
Poppies 
Post Office 
Rainbows 
Sherfield. Community Care Grp  
Sherfield on Loddon Fete 
Sherfield & District Gardening Club 
 
Sherfield Park Community Centre 
Sherfield Park Parish Council 
Sherfield & District Show 
Sherfield Village Hall  
 Caretaker/Bookings 
 Management Committee 
Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Green 
Short Mat Bowls 
Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
Stratfield Saye Village Hall 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting 
Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 
Toddler Group 0-5s  
Tree Wardens 
  
Village Green Volunteers 
Whist Drive  
Women’s Institute 
 

John Attwood 
Chris Horton 
Sue Handasyde-Dick 
See inside back page 
Geoff Belsham                            
Fr. Chris Rutledge 
John Darker 

Steve Dummer  
Steve Clarke (Chmn) 
Martin Turvey (Contact) 
Jean Berntsen 
Fred Berntsen  
Peggy Hutchins                         

Peter Francis  
Jacky Morgan     
(See back pages)  
Helen Belsham                           
Gill Fearon 
PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 
PCSO Krystof Nadvornik 
Natalie Larner 
 
Pam Luck 
Doreen Tosswill 
Bruce Batting 
Dan Farrow and 
Andy Morgan  
Candice Wright 
Joyce Bowyer 
Natalie Larner                                  
 
Wendy Gosden 
Ivan Gosden 
John Attwood 
Norman Stanley 
Penny Mayo 
Linda Bishop 
Sheila Campbell (Chair) 
Catherine Ryle (Clerk)              
Judith Sullivan                           
John Darker 
Cllr Diana Effiong 
Bruce Batting                         
Virgilius Vickers  
Christine Skillett                                                                
 

mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
https://webmail.tiscali.co.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=tiscali.co.uk&u=pip.ilene&url=http://www.bramleyairporttransfers.co.uk&urlHash=2.3505159298967826E-156#_blank
javascript:void(0);
http://www.irongenie.co.uk
tel:07955310046
mailto:graemedickinson@yahoo.co.uk
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Loddon Valley Link Management  

Editor for the June edition - Simon Boase 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 16th June  

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee:  

Chairman: Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379 
(dgdawson@sky.com) 
Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559  
Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 (pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk) 
Rev. Stephen Ball 
Dr. John Williams 01256 882705 
(lawnfarm@aol.com) 
Howard Perkins 01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 
Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
(LynGiugovaz@gmail.com) 
Claire Osborne 01256 324458 
(guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk) 
Simon Boase 01256 881250 
(sibo999@gmail.com) 
Brian Archer 01256 882099 
(brianarcher@btinternet.com) 
Jane Abrams 01256 881188 
(jabrams2226@gmail.com) 

 

Benefice of Sherfield-on-Loddon and 
Stratfield Saye with Hartley Wespall 

Church Officers 

Priest in Charge:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, temporary email 
sb113lb@gmail.com) 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Monday) 
Assistant Priest:s  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
(sc.cedars@greenbee.net)  
Rev. Ken Batt 01256 351952 
Kenneth.batt@btinternet.com 
 
 

Curate (priest responsible for Bramley & Little 
London:  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  
Licensed Lay Ministers :  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 
John Williams 01256 882705 
Church Admin:  
Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
(lgoodall.work@gmail.com) 

 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, 
Sherfield-on-Loddon,  RG27 0JB  

Churchwarden: Peter Gould 01256 882538 
Churchwarden: Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Treasurer: Dan Farrow 01256 882680 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
Organist: Brian Archer 01256 882099 

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Churchwarden: Dr. John Williams 01256 882705  
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Peta Alvares 0777 2322202  
(padalvares@gmail.com) 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link Management 
Committee cannot be held responsible for the 

reliability or quality of any goods, work or services  
in this publication. 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles Tel. 01256 880559 

 advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Deadline for ads. for next edition is the 10th of the month 

Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. 
Requests are dealt with in order.  

Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 
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