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Dear Friends 

A t the time of writing I have just attended a 
meeting in which we discussed eco-church.  
The easiest way to describe eco-church is 

how to be church, how to look after the church and 
how to behave in a way that cares for creation and 
encourages everyone to live in an eco-friendly and 
sustainable way.  Climate change and other 
ecological matters are hot topics at the moment.  
Recently there have been many TV and radio 
programmes dealing with pollution and single use 
plastics in particular.  Some of the statistics are 
horrendous.  We hope to have a wide ranging 
conversation in the church about this.  I will 
also propose that the focus of our harvest 
services this year will be “Caring for God’s 
Creation” - not just talking about it but 
finding practical ways to act. 

As we were in the midst of our conversation 
about eco-church I reflected that single focus 
issues always need to be set in a wider context.  
Caring for the environment or focusing on 
single use plastics are worthy ideals but they 
need to be set in the context of all the other issues 
and challenges that face us, as well as the many 
positive aspects of our lives that we can celebrate. 

I am currently reading a book about culture.  In it 
the author, Daniel Strange, points out that we all live 
within a culture, defined by nationality, upbringing, 
ethnicity, religion, preferences etc.  That culture 
shapes our thinking and doing.   Depending on how 
we respond to our culture, we can either live happily 
within it or we can push at its boundaries, perhaps 
even rebel against it, and in doing so form new 
aspects of culture. However, Daniel Strange also 
points out that it can be very easy to exist within a 
culture without either examining it or questioning its 
values.  Further, we can be deeply influenced by 
aspects of culture (or subcultures) that give us 

messages about how we should 
live and relate both to each other 
and our world.  The arguably 
negative culture of celebrity is one 
example.  In other words, we 
become consumers of the 
culture we live in.  We can also become destroyers of 
culture through rebellion and anger. However, 
Strange also highlights the reality that as human 
beings we are meant to be culture builders too.  
Rather than simply accepting what is inevitable we 
have the opportunity to make significant changes 
that bring positive growth and development within 
our culture. 

When Jesus came to live among us he 
brought with him and proclaimed a new way 
of living, behaving and seeing things.  
Although his work appeared to be mainly in 
relation to people, we know and understand 
that it was also about “renewing the face of 
the earth” (Psalm 104: 30), in other words 
building God’s culture in the world.  Caring 
for each other and caring for creation amount 

to the same thing.  They are all part of what it means 
to be Christian and human.  As Christians we are 
called to be equally concerned about the state of our 
planet as we are with nurturing each other.   

At this point issues like recycling, single use plastics 
and carbon emissions become a “no-brainer” to 
tackle along with the other more traditional aspects 
of caring for those in need.  Jesus came to proclaim 
in words and action the Good News of God’s 
Kingdom.  The call of every Christian is to proclaim 
that Good News by being the hands, feet, eyes, ears 
and mouth of Jesus in and for the renewal of the 
whole of creation. 

Every blessing 
Stephen 
Email: vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com  07943 014277 

  Minister’s Letter 

Caring 

for 

God's 

Creation 

 SHERFIELD  
FLOWER SHOW 

Flowers, Produce, Crafts, Art & Photos 

SUNDAY 1 September 2019 
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W elcome to the July edition of the Loddon 
Valley Link.  These days we are all urged 
to create gardens which will boost the 

declining bee population (I'm pleased to say our garden 
has lots!) so I thought it was particularly appropriate to 
put the lovely picture of a bee on the front cover. Many 
thanks to Janice Berry. Environmental issues are a 
particular focus this month, with some thoughts from 
our minster Stephen on the need to adopt a balanced 
approach. Our MP Ranil Jayawardena also talks about 
the problem, telling us about local and national 
initiatives as well as inviting comments and views from 
constituents.  

With changes of personnel currently happening at 
Loddon Valley Link our retiring chairman Donald 
Dawson reflects on the development of the magazine 
in the last twenty years. We have certainly come a long 
way since the days of production on a Gestetner 
printer! I would like to add my heartfelt thanks to 
Donald for his tireless work on the Link over the past 
twenty-one years. He has developed and improved it 
and has managed every aspect including content, 
production, finances and distribution, thus keeping the 
ship on an even course. I am glad to say he continues 
to be a member of the committee; his experience and 
expertise will be invaluable to me.  

We are once again running our Loddon Valley Link 
cover photo competition at the Sherfield Show, so get 
snapping on your mobile and other devices! See p. 27 
for details.  

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council has 
announced changes to bin collections from 22 July. 
Over half of all borough residents will have their 
rubbish collected on a different day. Full details will be 
delivered to individual households from 1 July but 

B&DBC has supplied some 
information in the meantime..  

As ever, send your articles, comments 
and pictures (especially for the cover) 
to editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk. 
Don't forget the photo competition!  
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Editorial 

The Loddon Valley Link is hand distributed by your volunteer neighbours to over 2,000 houses across the 
parishes of Sherfield on Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Turgis. It is 
available online at loddonvalleylink.org.uk. We return any profits to the community in the form of grants, which 
amounted to nearly £3000 last year. 

Jane Abrams 

W e are thrilled to announce that we now 
have two new permanent editors! (see p. 
28). But we would still welcome new 

members of the Loddon Valley Link Committee to 
support the work of editing, producing and 
developing the magazine.  

We also urgently need volunteers to help with house-
to-house distribution. This task only takes around an 

hour once a month - and the 
more people we have the less 
time it takes. We know we have a 
few readers in Chineham so if anyone living there 
could help distribute to those readers that would be 
great. If you are interested in joining the committee 
or becoming a distributor we would really like to hear 
from you. Contact: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

 Loddon Valley Link 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
http://www.loddonvalleylink.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
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Services July 2019 

 

Children are welcome at all our services. Services in italics are particularly geared to children and 
families. 

Sunday 7th July   Trinity 3 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Holy Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye 

10.30am Matins St James Bramley 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

Friday 12th July     

4.15pm Messy Church Sherfield Park  Community Centre 

Sunday 14th July   Trinity 4 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Morning Worship & Sunday Club St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

Sunday 21st July   Trinity 5 

8.00am Holy Communion Little London 

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Holy Communion & Sunday Club St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.30am Morning Worship St James Bramley 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

Sunday 28th July   Trinity 6 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Together in Worship St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

Sunday 4th August   Trinity 7 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Holy Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.30am Matins St James Bramley 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
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   Parish Registers 

    

   WEDDING 

 

Charlotte Britton & Oliver Ward 1st June 2019  Sherfield-on-Loddon 

 

FUNERALS 

Christopher John Wright   3rd June 2019  Sherfield-on-Loddon 

Miles Nicholas Elliott   5th June 2019  Hartley Wespall 

Doreen Pitman    6th June 2019  Hartley Wespall 

Michael John Ayers    11th June 2019  Sherfield-on-Loddon 

at St Leonard’s Church Room 

on the first and third  Friday mornings of each month. 

 

JULY DATES 

 Friday 5th and Friday 19th July at 11am 

£2.50 each towards venue hire and cafetiere coffee or tea and biscuits. 
 

We meet, chat, exchange ideas and include an activity, a short talk or demonstration.   

It is not exclusive to church congregations! 

All are welcome 

Everyone takes a turn to help its success. 
   

BEYOND THE COFFEE CLUB INTEREST GROUPS  

Surveying and Recording the Gravestones - ask for July dates. 

A 1901 walk around Edwardian Sherfield.  July 12th 

Footpath walking - ask for July dates. 

Computer Studies. Social Media.  July 26th 

Embroidery and Textiles - ask for July dates. 

These are all daytime activities. 

 

If you would like to join an activity, even if you cannot come to Coffee Club, please email 
sheenaarcher@btinternet.com  Tel:01256882099 
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Catholic Services 

St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke. 

Parish Office Open:  

Tuesday to Friday  
9.30 am-1.00 pm Tel.465214. 

Sunday Mass 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm  

Breach Lane Chapel Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416 

Baptist Chapel 

 

 

Friday 12th July 2019 

All welcome!   

Theme - Created for Community 
4.15pm start, singing, dancing and parable then lots of fun craft followed by a tasty 

meal, finishing at 5.45pm  

* No Messy Church in August, back in September!  * 

PLEASE NOTE - IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU BOOK 

in order for us to plan catering and avoid wastage 

(and please advise of any food allergies).   

For more information and to book, please contact : 

Rosy Staines - rosyhannah@hotmail.com  

or on Facebook: messychurchsol 

Sunday 7th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

Tuesday 9th 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 14th 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoffrey Belsham 

Saturday 20th 2pm Disabled Christian Fellowship (Thru’ the Roof Club) – 
visit to Christ the King Church at Brighton Hill 

Sunday 21st 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen including Holy 
Communion 

Tuesday 23rd 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 28th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

  6pm Informal Worship led by Geoffrey Belsham 

JULY 2019 
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P salm 24: 1-2 (ESV) 

“The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, 
the world and those who dwell therein, for he has 

founded it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers."  

Prayer for the month 

Merciful and generous God, we thank you for the 
marvels and great beauty of your creation. Thank 
you for the great riches and variety of our world - 
the wonders of the universe, the diversity of the 
animal and plant kingdoms, the splendour of 
mountains and rivers, the smile of a baby. Your 
loving intention for us was that we should till and 
cultivate the soil, and create a culture of work and 
worship. We are sorry that we do not always enjoy 
and care for the earth as we should, but instead spoil 
and pollute it. Help us to do our utmost to preserve 
it, and to work to solve the huge problems of climate 
change. Help us to avoid focusing on single 
environmental issues but instead build a culture in 
which the needs of the environment, wildlife and 
people are equally respected. We pray that we will be 
able to rise to the immense challenges that brings. 
May we thus ensure the future of our children and 
the planet, and fulfil your purposes for your world. 

Prayer points for July 

We continue to pray for peace throughout the world.  
We pray for all who are persecuted for their faith or 
because of their differences.  We pray for the High 
Court of Parliament and for the European 

Parliament, that in all the deliberations 
that continue to take place regarding 
Brexit, truth and transparency will be of 
prime importance and that listening, 
understanding and compromise will bring a swift 
resolution to what seems to be an impossible 
challenge.  We pray that you will continue to help us 
to be kind to each other in these matters. 

Loving God, we pray for our homes and families. 
We pray especially for those who are lonely; that we 
may see who they are and offer the hand of 
friendship. We pray for all who are suffering in any 
way; that with our support and loving concern they 
may find healing in body, mental strength and 
wisdom to navigate the days ahead and a sense of 
your presence and love for them as well as our love 
and prayers for them. Bless the work of doctors, 
nurses and all healthcare professionals and 
administrative support staff as well as all who bring 
care to our communities. We pray for the work of 
Headway. 

We pray especially for all who grieve the loss of 
loved ones, whether recently or in the past, and we 
ask for your comfort and peace, using us to make 
that a reality if possible.  In Jesus' name we pray all 
these prayers. Amen. 

 

Prayers for June 

 

 

 

 

Members of the Sherfield Fete Committee were very 
sad and sorry that it was necessary to make the 
decision to cancel the popular annual Village Fete.   

Heavy rain during Friday morning had already 
threatened the integrity of the precious Village Green 
and a yellow storm warning had been issued for the 
evening.   The high winds predicted for the Saturday 
raised health and safety issues for us, as it did for some 
of our contributors and for other cancelled events. 

The committee’s usual review meeting has been held 
earlier than usual, in order that a number of pressing 
matters could be discussed and suitable plans made. 
One of those is the Grand Raffle.   

 

 

 

 

 

The popular Grand Raffle will be drawn during a 
coffee morning to be held on Saturday 29th June in 
Sherfield Village Hall.  The hall will be open between 
10.45 – 11.30 for refreshments and the Draw and 
Prize Distribution will commence at 11.00am. 

Fete Goods 

Items kindly donated by villagers to be sold at the fete 
will be stored securely for next year, unless sold at 
future events to raise funds towards next year’s fete.   

We would like to express our gratitude to everyone 
who supports Sherfield Fete and we are pleased to 
announce that six of this year’s attractions have already 
asked to join us next year.   

Fete  
Grand Raffle 

Draw 
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Meeting Dates 

O ur next meeting is on Wednesday 10th July 
2019, starting at 7.30pm.  Notices are posted 
on Parish Notice Boards and the Council’s 

website 5 days beforehand.   

Check www.sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk/ 
FullCouncil.aspx in the first week of the month, for 
both agenda and background documents.  There is no 
meeting in August this year. 

Public Meeting With Borough Councillors 

On 14th June the Council arranged a public meeting for 
Borough Councillors to discuss planning matters with 
residents.  This gave parishioners a chance to raise 
concerns about nearby developments including Dixon 
Road.  All of Sherfield Park’s Borough Ward 
Councillors (Cllrs Laura Edwards, Paul Miller, & Elaine 
Still) attended, together with Cllr Ken Rhatigan, Council 
Leader, Cllr Nick Robinson and Cllr Simon Mahaffey 
(who has experience with traveller encampments).   

Issues raised by the 50+ residents present included the 
pre-conditions to development at Dixon Road, the 
Council Leader’s initiative on permanent gypsy and 
traveller sites, poorly co-ordinated road, footpath and 
cycle path planning, and the growing problem of people 
“rat running” through Sherfield Park.   

Cllr Rhatigan advised that from July the Borough 
Planning Enforcement Team will have an on-call 
officer available over the weekend, which the audience 
felt was a positive development covering planning 
matters. 

Cllr Rhatigan’s approach of working closely with 
Hampshire County Council on transport infrastructure 
was acknowledged, plus offers from him and 
councillors to respond quicker to resident’s concerns.  
Residents are reminded of the phone and e-mail 
contacts of Borough councillors on the Basingstoke 
website www.democracy.basingstoke.gov.uk/ 
mgFindMember.aspx).   

Parish Clerk  

Steve Vaux, our Clerk for since 2018 stepped down 
21st June for personal reasons.  Tracy Hamer, who 
recently moved into the area from Surrey, is replacing 
Steve.  Welcome Tracy!  She can be contacted in the 
usual way by phone on 07421-704209, or via 
clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk.    

Traffic Signage 

In response to concerns from residents and an accident 
at the Cufaude Lane/Rockbourne Road Junction, the 
Council plans to display signs on Cufaude Lane, 
Rockbourne Rd and Gaiger Avenue to: 

 discourage HGV access 

 recommend speed of 20mph or less 

 look out for children.   

Further measures, including active monitoring of traffic 
through Sherfield Park and gateway features to 
encourage better driving, should follow.  

Flower Planting 

Pending approval of a Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council grant application for flower planting, the Parish 
will shortly purchase wild flower seed and bulbs for trial 
planting at strategic locations around the estate. 

Grant Approvals 

The Parish Council continued its support of the Youth 
Club which meets on Wednesday evenings at the 
Sherfield Park Community Centre, approving a grant of 
over £5,500.  This will be paid quarterly over the next 
twelve months.   

Over £600 was also authorised to support Sherfest.  

Wade Road Tip Changes 

Cllr Elaine Still informed the Council about changes to 
Wade Road waste site rules.  These make it easier for 
members of the public, businesses and the disabled to 
use the facilities. Residents can deliver domestic waste 
from their home using a van, pick-up or trailer longer 
than 1.8m.  Small commercial users can use the site by 
securing a pre-paid permit costing £15 for 12 
months/12 visits via 
www.hants.gov.uk/wasteandrecycling/ 
recyclingcentres/wastepermits. 

Blue badge holders have a new parking bay, but still 
require a permit if they wish to use larger vehicles to 
deliver their household waste. 

Litter Bins 

We are purchasing litter bins for the bus stops on 
Sunwood Drive and Rockbourne Road.  If you cannot 
locate a litter bin whilst waiting for your bus, please take 
your litter home to help keep Sherfield Park tidy. 

Planning Matters 

The Parish Council reviewed two single storey 
extensions in June.  The applications, on Rockbourne 
Road, and Avington Way, were considered to be 
appropriate, and letters of support were sent to the 
Borough Planning Department. 

  

Sherfield Park Parish Council 

16th June 2019 

 

http://www.sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk/FullCouncil.aspx
http://www.sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk/FullCouncil.aspx
http://www.democracy.basingstoke.gov.uk/mgFindMember.aspx
http://www.democracy.basingstoke.gov.uk/mgFindMember.aspx
mailto:clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.hants.gov.uk/wasteandrecycling/recyclingcentres/wastepermits
http://www.hants.gov.uk/wasteandrecycling/recyclingcentres/wastepermits
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J ohn Williams died 
on 12th June 
following a gradual 

deterioration over that 
month and a stroke the 
previous year. John was 

involved for many years 
with the production and 

distribution of the Loddon 
Valley Link. As a result, John and Gill were gifted 
a double seat for the garden from which John was 
able to sit and appreciate their lovely garden. We 
enclose some reflections on John’s wonderfully 
full and blessed life:  

John had a rather sad childhood.  His mother was 
bedridden with rheumatoid arthritis from when he 
was seven years old and he did a lot of her nursing 
care until she died in great pain when he was 
fourteen. This sounded the call for his vocation  
into medicine.  Sadly, his father died suddenly,  ten 
days before he started at medical school.  John was 
an avid rugby player for Newport county boys, at 
medical school and then in Basingstoke. 

He won a state scholarship as well as an entrance 
scholarship to Westminster medical school where 
he met Gill and they qualified on the same day.  
John's first house job was at Westminster where 
the house men were given caviar by the private 
patients which they ate off ice cream wafers! 

John and Gill were married for 56 happy years. 
John was very proud of his two sons and five 
grandchildren, all of whom are Christians.  He was 
a great family man and enjoyed nothing more than 
telling stories to the grandchildren and playing 
lions in the garden. 

John joined the Bramblys Grange practice in 1966 
and thoroughly enjoyed being a GP. He was a 
gifted communicator and had a great compassion 
for his patients.  He became a trainer of young 
doctors, many who remained as GPs in 
Basingstoke and Chineham.  He was involved in 

setting up Hantsdoc, the out of hours service, but 
his proudest achievement was in founding the 
local hospice with Alan Turner and the mayoress 
of Basingstoke. He planned to be the hospice 
doctor and did a diploma in palliative care.  
However, God had other ideas and in 1997 he had 
severe angina and had a coronary bypass 
operation, after which he retired from general 
practice. He did however become the chairman of 
the Cruse bereavement service. 

In retirement, he was far from idle. He was 
chairman of the local branch of the University of 
the Third Age for three years and was a trustee of 
the sports centre. Though not musical he loved 
music and was 
involved in the 
Basingstoke 
concert club 
which led him to 
enjoy many 
concerts at the 
Anvil. 

He trained to be a 
lay reader in the 
local parish and 
enjoyed taking 
services, especially 
the family 
services.  One 
Easter Sunday, he 
persuaded Gill to sprinkle cochineal on an old 
sheet and put it in the chancel.  During the 
service,  the children went up and found the sheet 
Jesus was buried in. 

John led the home group at Lawn Farmhouse for 
many years and was still attending the group led by 
Andrew Doggart until just before his final illness. 

The knowledge that John is now safe in heaven 
with Jesus is a great comfort to Gill and the rest of 
the family. 

Tribute to Dr John Williams   

"It is a great joy to share that our daughter Melina 
Kisakye was safely born on 13 June. Melina in Greek 
means God’s gift and she truly is! She weighed 4.1 

pounds." We extend our 
congratulations to Helen and Douglas. 

 Message from church missionary Helen Kisakye (nee Burningham) 
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 Village Hall Plans 

Trustees: still seeking applicants  

New Business Plan: draft completed 

New bookings diary: trial nearly complete 

Acoustic advice: ongoing 

Exterior decoration: contractor engaged  

New Kitchen: application made to BDBC 

for grant from the Local Infrastructure Fund  

Fete Grand Raffle 
Prize Draw & Distribution 

Saturday 29
th

 June 

Drawn at 11.00am in Main Hall 

Refreshments available 10.45 - 11.30 

 

Saturday 13
th

 July 10.45am 

Regular Coffee ‘n Cake   

Members half-yearly Draw 

 

Saturday 13
th

 July evening 

Basingstoke Concert Band Garden Concert 

 Sunday 1
st

 Sept 2.00~4.30 

Sherfield Flower & Crafts Show 

Sherfield Beer Festival 
7 September 2019  11.30 - 23.00  

Real Ales, Live Bands, and Hot Food  

Last Night of the Proms 
14 September 2019 

Live Soloist    Hampers    Bar    Big Screen   

           Sherfield Sunday Morning Village Market 
             Sept 15, Oct 20, Nov 17 Dec 15   

                Local Artisan Food, Craft Stalls and tasty refreshments                 

Family Christmas Concert 

Basingstoke Concert Band 

 

Save the dates for 2020 

 

To Hire Sherfield Village Hall  

Tel. 07468 427684  admin@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk  

 

Sherfield Village Hall Matters 
 
 

‘At the heart of 
our community 

for over 100 
years’ 

 

  

Reg. Charity No. 1178256  

£50 

http://www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
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Home & Garden Services-Sherfield is a 
local company that specialises in 

providing value for money solutions 
for all of your home and garden 

improvements, maintenance and 
repairs. One off jobs - big or small - 
and regular maintenance services to 

keep your property and garden in 
good order 

Fully insured  

Best prices - All work guaranteed 

Home 
Household Repairs 
Patios  -  Painting 
Plumbing - Paving 

01256 358870 
07825 885923 

Garden 
Scarifying 
Rotovating 
Trimming 
Mowing 
Aquatics 
Maintenance 
Fencing 

Tree 
Surgery 
and 
Seasoned 
Logs 

www.hgs-sherfield.co.uk 
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M eeting dates 

The next Parish Council meetings will 
be held on Tuesday 9th July and 10th 

September. Please note there will be no meeting held 
in August.  The next Leisure and Village Green 
meeting will take place on 23rd July. 

New Councillors 

The Parish Council would like to welcome on board 
Keith Bennett as a new Councillor. Keith brings a 
wealth of knowledge and we are sure he will be an 
asset to the Parish Council. 

Another vacancy has arisen due to the resignation of 
Cllr Richard Gaiger. The Parish Council would like to 
thank him for his contribution as a Parish Councillor. 
Please contact the Clerk if you are interested in this 
position. 

Projects 

With the new financial year comes the ability to carry 
out more projects. The Parish Council will be 
considering drainage across the village green, speed 
cameras, CCTV at the football pavilion and 
refurbishing the tennis courts. If you have any 
thoughts on these or any other projects please let the 
Clerk know. 

Dog Fouling 

The Parish Council is pleased to report that there has 
been a huge reduction of dog fouling on the football 
pitch. Our thanks goes to all the residents that has 
supported us in this campaign and we hope that this 
will long continue. 

Charity Event 

The Parish Council would like to thank all those who 
opened their gardens up, the volunteers who helped 
at the event and those who attended the open garden 
charity event. A huge £820 was raised  for Solving 
Kids' Cancer. 

Planning application - land north of 
Goddards Lane, Sherfield on Loddon  

The Parish Council has been advised that the opening 
day of the inquiry to consider the above application 
will be on 14th August at 10am. All interested parties 
are encouraged to attend. 

Tree Officer Visit 

On 11th June several Parish Councillors and several 
Village Green Volunteers met Dave Harris, Tree 
Officer  for Basingstoke and Deane, to carry out an 
assessment of the Village Green. 

This was a very productive meeting. A full report 
form the visit will be presented at the July Village 
Green and Leisure Committee meeting. 

Community Pavilion 

Following refurbishment the Community Pavilion is 
available for hire free of charge for residents. Please 
contact the Parish Council Clerk for further 
information. 

Tennis Summer Camp 

JBtennis is offering tennis group coaching in the 
summer holidays on the tennis courts from July 29th-
1st August 2019.  Classes are: 8s & Under, 8:30-
9:30am; 9 & Over, 9:30-10:30am, cost £8 per day. 
For more information or to book a place please email 
JBtennisacademy1@gmail.com or go to 
www.jbtennisacademy.co.uk 

Karen Ross, Clerk to Sherfield on Loddon Parish 
Council 

PO Box 6862, Basingstoke RG24 4QZ  Telephone: 
01256 842662 

Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 

 Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 

S tratfield Saye Village Hall 

Stratfield Saye has a beautiful village hall 
available for hire. The hourly rate is very 

reasonable and it makes a wonderful venue for parties 
and celebrations. Please contact Linda Bishop on 0118 
933 2106 for further details.  

St Mary’s Church Stratfield Saye 

The Church holds a family-friendly service on the first 
Sunday of every month at 10am. Drive up to the white 
gates and they will open automatically.  

 

  

Meeting Dates 

The next meeting of the 
Parish Council will be in 
the Stratfield Saye Village 
Hall on Monday 7th 
October 2019 at 7.30pm.  

Louise Webb 

Clerk to Stratfield Saye Parish Council  

07771 727547 

clerk@stratfieldsaye-pc.gov.uk 

Stratfield Saye Parish Council News 

mailto:JBtennisacademy1@gmail.com
http://www.jbtennisacademy.co.uk
mailto:clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@stratfieldsaye-pc.gov.uk
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W ith summer around the corner, many of 
us will be spending a lot more time 
outdoors, enjoying the beautiful 

countryside that we are so lucky to have here in North 
East Hampshire. I really believe we live in a special part 
of our green and pleasant land, and that’s exactly how I 
want to keep it. 

I take conservation very seriously, which is why I 
founded the All-Party Parliamentary Group on 
Endangered Species when I was first elected in 2015. 
But, closer to home, one of the more obvious ways we 
can protect our environment is to recycle as much as 
possible. This is an area where local councils can step in 
to make things easier for people but we all have a 
personal responsibility to act. 

Glass is something which should never end up going to 
landfill, because it is so easy to recycle and there is a big 
market out there for recycled glass. So I was delighted 
when the council started offering large red bins for 
glass, for a small one-off fee, as an addition to the 

crates it provides for free. 
This is good news for 
everyone planning a 
barbecue, as it makes storing 
and getting rid of glass waste 
so much easier! 

Of course, despite what you might hear, the work never 
stops in Westminster either. Last month, HM 
Government announced that plastic straws, drinks 
stirrers, and plastic-stemmed cotton buds would be 
banned in England from April 2020. There’s a need for 
plastic in some situations, but so often there are 
perfectly good – and more environmentally friendly – 
alternatives. 

But I’m eager to hear from you. What more do you 
think councils and governments can do? Are you 
prepared to pay more or change your lifestyle to do it? 
Email me: email@ranil.uk or come to one of my 
regular ‘Tell Ranil’ events. Details, as ever, are available 
on my website www.ranil.uk. 

Ranil Writes  - Protecting our environment 

N WR have had two meetings recently.  At 
the end of May we had our annual 
ramble.  There were 15 walkers, 

including some partners, who 
completed a three mile circular walk 
from the Mill House at North 
Warnborough along tracks and across 
fields until they reached the 
Basingstoke Canal at Greywell.  There 
was a short detour to look around 
Odiham Castle, known locally as 
King John’s castle, as it is one of 
three fortresses he built.  Halfway 
between Windsor and Winchester, it 
was built between 1207 and 1214 and 
although ruined, it is very atmospheric.  Fortunately 
the weather was good – warm and dry!  At the Mill 
House we were joined by others who had not walked 
and enjoyed a welcome meal. 

Our June meeting was a theatre trip to the Watermill 
near Newbury, where six of us saw ‘The Importance 

of Being Ernest’ followed by 
afternoon tea.  Although the actors wore period 
costume there were some modern touches with 

some modern dialogue which at first 
seemed strange, but we all ended up 
enjoying it.  The Watermill is, as its name 
suggests, a converted water mill.  The 
theatre itself is quite small, which seats 200 
in an intimate auditorium where there is a 
close connection with the actors.  It is 
located next to the beautiful River 
Lambourn in the pretty village of Bagnor.  
It has been hailed as ‘a tiny Berkshire village 
producing world class theatre’.  We enjoyed 
it so much we plan to return next year! 

Our next meeting is a film evening where we’ll be 
watching ‘Ladies in Lavender’.   There are also a few 
of us going to see Hook Choral Society perform 
their summer concert. 

National Women's Register 
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L ast year I was invited by the World War II 
Museum of New Orleans to assist them in a 
major tour to Normandy with 400 Americans. 

Daunting, but with 
four good friends 
included in the 
Historian/Guide 
contingent of ten, 
this was not an 
opportunity to miss. 

The ship we were to 
join was the 

Seabourn Ovation, the like of which I have never been 
on before. A year old, she was quite breathtaking in her 
splendour. We joined the ship at Dunkirk, an important 
part of the overall history. If we hadn’t salvaged what 
we did with that pending disaster in 1940 we wouldn’t 
have needed the Americans in 1944 as we would have 
lost the war then. 

From there we went to Dieppe. The 1942 raid was 
another milestone along the route. This ill thought out 
and disastrous raid undertaken by the Canadians and 
two British Commandos would however save many 
lives on D-Day two years later. The raid proved that it 
was nigh on impossible to capture a port from the sea 
and was the birth of the brilliant concept of the 
Mulberry harbour. 

Le Havre is not the prettiest place in France but a good 
base to then go to the British and Canadian actions – 
Pegasus Bridge, scenes of derring do by the British 6th 
Airborne, Juno and Gold beach, Mulberry Harbour and 
the Longue costal battery. We had 10 coaches at our 
disposal and the transport movements were very slick 
and well judged. Back to the ship most days by late 
afternoon, there was always plenty to do on board. 

Our American guests were quite delightful, almost all 
from California and the Southern States – as one of 

them commented, 
“not a Yankee in 
sight”. Dining and 
chatting with them 
I often felt like an 
extra out of “Gone 
with the Wind” 
and there were 
many who in their 
day would have 

challenged Scarlet O’Hara. There were eight Normandy 

veterans also on board who were 
fascinating to chat with and to hear 
their experiences for real. One said 
to me ‘Rhydian, you’re very good 
but I had a much better guide 
when I was last here – General 
George Patton!’ 

An overnight sail to Cherbourg put 
us in an ideal position to do our 

own assaults on the American 
scenes of action. Omaha beach, 
scenes of terrible loss of life, 
Pointe du Hoc, so bravely 
captured by the 2nd Rangers early 
in the morning, Utah beach, the 
lightest casualties on the day and 
the American Airborne deeds 
around the town of Sainte-Mère-
Eglise. 

The 6th June 
dawned with 
mounting 
excitement. Our 
convoy of 10 
coaches sped 
from 
Cherbourg to 
the Omaha 
Cemetery 
escorted by 12 
police outriders sweeping all before them – shades of 
CW McCall’s  ‘Convoy’ for those of a certain age. 
Through extraordinary security we joined 12,000 others 
for a most moving day. Presidents Trump and Macron 
were on fine form, the two greatest National Anthems 
in the world challenged the bottom lip not to wobble 
and flypasts filled the sky. My goodness, when the 
Americans do it big, they do it well. 

We docked in Dover the following morning and said 
our farewells. Experiences come and go but that week 
will stay with me for a long time to come - tales of 
courage and sacrifice are always humbling  and I am 
grateful to have been able to tell the story to those who 
travelled with us. 

Rhydian Vaughan 

b.com/tellrhydian 

A personal reflection of  the 75th Anniversary of  the D Day 
Landings 1st-7th June 2019 
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C 
ongratulations to Rhydian Vaughan, our 
Hampshire County Councillor who was 
recently invested with an MBE at 

Buckingham Palace by HRH the Prince of Wales. 

With him is his wife Wren, elder Grandson 
Charlie and daughter Milly ( soon to be delivered 
of twins) 

Rhydian said – ‘ this was such a special day for us 
all and I was of course deeply honoured- a very 
moving experience.’ 

Honour for Rhydian Vaughan 

J enny Mallin gave a 
talk to the Probus 
Club of 

Basingstoke in June on 
five generations of 
women of British 
ancestry in her family in 
India from the days of 
the Empire to the 
present day. She is 
rightly proud of them, 
and has written a 
charming book which, 
although based on her 
great great great  

grandmother’s hand written recipes, is not just a 
collection of cookery expertise but encompasses the life 
and times of Anglo-Indians during the prime days of 
the Raj spanning the 19th and 20th centuries. 

Army service took the first generation from Mirfield in 
Yorkshire to India in the late 1700s. Jenny has 
established a family tree to bring the family story to the 
present day. Each generation of women added to the 
original cookbook which formed the basis of her talk. 
She covers the railways which grew from 25,000 miles 
to over 41,000 miles. One grandfather was a train 
driver, and another was a teacher who with the 
Maharaja of Mysore founded a school that today is the 
Mysore University. Another antecedent became 
Postmaster General and yet another was the governess 

to the sixteen year old Benazir Bhutto, who became 
prime minister of Pakistan on two occasions. 

Jenny talked about the marriage of her parents in the 
Andaman islands, the Indian expedition to 
Mesopotamia during World War 1, the Victorian style 
of dressing in the 19th century, Eventide homes in 
Bangalore, Poonas’ military station, hunting trips and 
the 1,000 mile walk back from Burma during World 
War 2. The Imperial Civil Service had 1,000 people 
administering a country of over 300 million inhabitants 
and many bungalows were built to house the travelling 
administrators. Jenny Mallin has every reason to call her 
book a memoir instead of a cook book, though fans of 
cooking will find it a treasure trove. 

A practical chef, she has been a tutor at many 
prestigious culinary 
centres including in our 
area the Newlyn’s Farm 
Cookery School near 
Odiham and at Lainston 
House hotel near 
Winchester. 

For more information 
about the Probus Club of Basingstoke, the social club 
for retired professional and business managers, see 
their web site www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com 
or phone their secretary Paul Flint on 07770 886521 for 
an informal chat. 

A Grandmother’s Legacy 

b.com/tellrhydian
http://www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com
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Since our last article Year 2 have been busy! One 
afternoon on 2nd September 1666 (May 2019), there 
was a massive blazing fire in London. We pretended 

the fire was blazing on the 
playground, and we had 
to warn everyone to get 
out of their homes. 
Samuel Pepys recorded all 
the events in his diary in 
special writing. “The fire 
was spreading so quickly, 

lots of people had to flee from their homes” reported 
Franca. One eyewitness said, “I was so terrified but at 
least my wine and cheese were safe” (people buried it). 
We shouted for water and had to make a long line of 
people. Big buckets were filled with water and you had 
to pass them down the line to put the fire out. We all 
got very wet but it was fun! We wrote newspaper 
reports and poems about the Great Fire of London.  

In science we have been learning about food chains 
and habitats. We all went outside and looked for places 
where bugs might be. We moved logs and found 
woodlice, a centipede, loads of ants, a slug, big spider, 
beetle and worms. We have thought about where 
would be a good place to have a bug hotel and wrote 
to Mrs Mallaby with our suggestions and reasons why.  

Finally we have been making colour 
scales in Art. We had to choose a paint 
colour and make it lighter and darker 
by colour mixing.  

Year 1 have been learning about the UK. They know 
that there are four countries, England, Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland. They have been learning about 
the seas around them and the features of the countries. 
In Maths they have been learning about money, 
different coin values and time. They have been learning 
about seasons, months of the year and days of the 
week. In Science they are learning about materials and 
starting to think about which material would be good 
for Paddington’s coat when he goes on his adventures. 

Lastly Year R have also been investigating mini-beasts. 
They went on a school trip to Wellington Country Park 
to find out more about mini-beasts and look at where 
they might find them. In each classroom they have 
caterpillars that are eating lots and getting fatter before 
they turn into a cocoon. When they have been in a 
cocoon for a while they will turn into a butterfly and 
will then break out and be able to fly. When they are 
ready we will let them free. We hope that they will 
come back to see us.  

Bobby Gillingham and Francesca Pini 

Four Lanes School – June Issue  
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I n 1998 after previously rescuing the Loddon 
Valley Link from dire straits, Percy Sims decided 
it was time to hand over and look for a quieter 

life.  This was the time of my retirement, and coming 
from a high pressure job to tending the roses was not 
an option, so I offered to put my energy and 
enthusiasm into editing and taking responsibility for the 
magazine.  Percy had adopted the cut and paste option 
(literally) in producing the magazine and it was 
photocopied in the church vestry using an aging 
Gestetner printer.  I watched Percy at work on it, and it 
reminded me of Humphrey Bogart on the African 
Queen.  To keep it going Percy had three tools; namely 
a rag, a screwdriver and a can of WD 40 - and, oh yes, 
the occasional kick! 

Percy loved that machine, but I had no sentimentality 
towards it.  It had to go.  With cap in hand I went to 
the Parochial Church Council and received a loan to 
purchase a computer and printer to be installed in the 
church vestry.  The magazine would be put together on 
my home computer, transferred to the church and 
printed directly from their computer.  A committee was 
formed, which consisted of Bob Politt, Rector, Esme 
Ward, Secretary, Mary Chessell, Treasurer, John 
Williams (Hartley Wespall), Eric Price (Stratfield Saye) 
and myself as editor.  My computer knowledge was 
limited, so everything  was scanned from the original 
article.  The main costs were paper and ink, offset by 
income from advertising.  We had an annual envelope 
scheme where readers were asked to make a voluntary 
contribution to the running costs of the magazine.  
Soon we were able to repay the loan from the church in 
full. 

At first the magazine was put together at my residence, 
just as it had been in Percy’s day at the house opposite 
his home.  Later we moved to the village hall as the 
magazine became larger and the distribution greater 
with the development of Sherfield Park.  A team of 40 
volunteers were on call to make up the 30 or so 
numbers to collate the magazine each month.  We had 
twelve collaters, six staplers and around ten people who 
folded and prepared the 1,600 copies into prepared 

piles 
for 

distribution to the distributors.  It usually took about 
an hour, including time for tea and biscuits along with a 
lot of camaraderie.   

The downside of this was that sometimes pages were 
missed, or put in twice or even upside down, and along 
with this and the eight hours of printing in the vestry 
(even when the machine was working well) we felt a  

 

change was necessary.  But it had always been a fun 
occasion and there was genuine sadness when the 
committee decided the magazine should be printed 
professionally. However, time moves on and in 
retrospect it was the right decision.   

Collating the last print run in Sherfield Village Hall May 
2011 

With Winston Bruce printing the last  copy in the church vestry May 
2011 

LVL Management Committee May 2009 

From left to right, Bob Politt, Germano Giugovaz,  Brian Archer 
(editor), Esme Ward (secretary),  Donald Dawson (standing) Sheena 
Archer (editor), John Williams, Winston Bruce (treasurer) 

Our Magazine, 1998 - 2019 
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So it is now eight years since that day.  We have seen 
further changes, from moving to an all colour magazine 
rather than having selected colour pages, and recently 
to a slightly larger version giving greater clarity to the 
pictures and text.  We are endeavouring to reach out to 
community and church alike.  Our advertisers keep us 
afloat, and we trust this symbiosis works well for all.   
Much of the success of the magazine is owed to  our 
treasurer and secretary (what a team!) and of course the 
editors who have done an outstanding job dealing with 
the complexities of modern day computers and 
spending hours each month arranging it in such an 
attractive way.  And of course the rest of the committee 
who bring fresh ideas and guidance as we meet every 

second month.  It has been a privilege to work with 
such a talented committee.  I owe a great debt of 
thanks to these dedicated people.  And again let’s not 
forget all those who walk the streets to deliver the 
magazine to every house in the Benefice come rain or 
shine.  I leave the chair in the very capable hands of 
Jane Abrams, but will stay on the committee for as long 
as I can make a meaningful 
contribution.   

God bless you all. 

Donald Dawson  

Loddon Valley Link Photo Competition 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We now have a collection of lovely photos to use for our covers, so thank you to 
everyone who has sent theirs in. We still want to increase our collection so we are again 
running our Annual Cover Photo Competition, with prizes presented at the Sherfield 

and District Show in September.  

So get snapping as you walk round our lovely parishes and send in your pictures. 

Pictures should be submitted electronically to the editor as high definition portrait 
aspect ratio jpg or png files.  

Subject matter can be almost anything - nature, local life, quirky images or photos that 
tell a story.  

We have two categories: 

Adults  

Under 16s (so get your children using their phones) 

 

Closing date for submissions: 15th August 2019 

 

The small print. By submitting a photo you warrant that you own the image and any copyright 
associated with it and give permission for the Loddon Valley Link to use such image for the 

purposes of marketing the Loddon Valley Link.  
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W e are very pleased to welcome two 
new editors for the Loddon Valley 
Link, Carl Lesh and Chiara Zamin. 

Carl and Chiara will join Simon Boase, Jane 
Abrams and Howard Perkins, editing the 
magazine on a monthly basis. Carl is currently 
Chairman of the Sherfield Park Community 
Association.  

Chiara Zamin was born in Milan where she 
studied Foreign Languages and Literature and 
worked as a journalist. Her passion has always 
been travelling and cooking delicacies. She spent 
time in the “Big Apple” where she covered stories 

and facts related to 
culinary and leisure 
events and was inspired 
by them. Her love for 
the countryside has 
made Sherfield on 
Loddon one of her 
favourite places in 
Hampshire where she loves the feeling of being 
part of a happily connected small community 
where tradition and modernity form a perfect 
dough. Her main hobby is exploring facts and 
writing about local people as everything seems to 
be really interesting in the Loddon Valley!  

New editors for the Loddon Valley Link 

T 
here has been a lot going on both at the 
centre and within the Community 
Association. 

At the Centre itself, work on our new meeting room 
will be completed early July.  Built with the financial 
support of the Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council, the meeting room will provide additional 
facilities, for regularly scheduled classes or youth 
activities or the ad hoc meetings and parties that serve 

our community so well.  In our 
funding application to the 
borough, we had estimated that 
initial usage of the new room 
would be about 10 hours per 
week, but even before the room is 
actually 
available, 
we have 

commitments to over 30 hours 
per week.  Evidence, I am sure, 
of the need for the room and 
the involved nature of Sherfield 
Park. 

In the background but of great 
significance to our long term success, the Sherfield 
Park Community Association is very happy and proud 
to welcome Claire Walker as our newest trustee.  Claire 
was co-opted at our early June meeting bringing our 
number of trustees up to six.  Claire has been a long 
term resident of our area and with her background in 
business brings not only a set of valuable skills, but just 
as importantly a new perspective.  Our Centre is being 
constantly challenged to serve the larger community 

and with Claire’s insights 
we will be better able to 
meet that challenge.  

Which brings me to the 
never-ending effort to 
encourage more community 
involvement. 

Sherfest is coming up - on July 13 to be exact.  
Everyone is invited to attend; there are details on the 
food and entertainment elsewhere in this issue of the 
Loddon Valley Link and on our web page and 
facebook page.  It will be a great day for the family, 
made possible by the Centre staff, sponsors - and most 
crucially of all, volunteers, to offer to help set up and to 
offer to help clean up afterwards.  It is the effort of 
volunteers that makes Sherfest the great community 
success that it is. 

And then come to our next trustees meeting currently 
scheduled for 31 July.  You will be able to meet Claire 
and the other trustees, hear the first Sherfest post 
mortem and give your view on the best way forward.    
Remember, it’s your community association and you 
can help make it represent you and your interests. 

Stephen Levin 

Vice Chairman 

Sherfield Park Community Association 

01256 
883967communications@sherfieldparkcomunity.co.uk 

Sherfield Park Matters 
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Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

   Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website: www.molegone.co.uk 
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T 
he improvements to the Binfields/Tesco 
roundabout have been generally welcomed. 
However, there have been concerns 

expressed regarding the dangerous obstructions to 
northbound A33 traffic caused by vehicles turning to 
visit the shopping centre. A second problem is the lack 
of lane markings for Lychpit and Chineham, not only 
causing hazardous lane changes but also contributing to 
the clogging of the roundabout. 

Hampshire County Council Highways Officers are 
aware of these problems and have a proposed solution 
which is currently under review by the Traffic Signals 
Team to ensure there are no knock-on effects. The 
changes will be implemented as soon as possible. 
(please note the changes may have already been made 
by the time you read this article). 

Changes have recently come into force at Wade Road 
Waste Recycling Centre; residents can use a van, pick-
up or trailer longer than 1.8m to transport 
their own household waste for  

 

 

disposal. Use of the site for 
commercial purposes requires a 
permit. The permit will cost £15 
for 12 months or 12 visits. To 
apply for a permit please visit 
www.hants.gov.uk/
wasteandrecycling/recyclingcentres/wastepermits 

There is an accessible parking bay for blue badge 
holders, but a permit will be required if they wish to use 
a larger commercial-type vehicle for their household 
waste. 

Elaine Still 
Tel: 01256 880926 
Mobile: 07747 862913 
Website: www.elainestill.com 
cllr.elaine.still@basingstoke.gov.uk 
Elaine.Still@hants.gov.uk 

Borough and County Councillor - Elaine Still 

O nce again the Summer Reading Challenge is 
almost upon us. This year’s Challenge is 
called Space Chase and runs from the 13th 

July – 14th September. Do encourage your children 
aged from 4 – 11 to sign up and read six books in order 
to earn their medals and certificates. In addition, there 
will be free space-themed crafts on offer every 
Wednesday from 10am – 2pm, starting from the 24th 
July. There will also be competitions to enter, with 
exciting prizes such as vouchers for local play centres 
and the Vyne (National Trust). 

We are due to hold another of our popular events for 
children on 22nd August, when there is a Slime Lab 
workshop at 3pm. Adults are required to stay in the 
library while children enjoy the opportunity to play with 
slime.  Tickets costing £3 are available from the library 
or online. Further events may be scheduled for the 
summer, so please check in the library and on social 
media for up-to date information.  

Regular children's events 

Rhymetimes run as usual, with under ones at 10am and 
over ones at 11am. There will be a craft session on 
Saturday 6th from 10 – 12, and storytimes all the other 
weeks at 11am. The children’s Chatterbooks group 
meets on the 18th July at 3.45pm, Stay and Play finishes 

for the Summer on the 
10th July.  

Adult groups 

All the adult groups 
meet as usual, with the 
crime reading group on 
the 20th July, and the general 
reading group on the 27th, both at 
10.30am. The Writing group meets on the 11th July at 
5.30pm, and the new Cuppa and Chat social group for 
seniors on the 3rd and 17th July at 10am. New 
members are very welcome at the groups. 

Age Concern break from offering their Wednesday 
morning sessions for the over 50s during the summer. 
For more information please contact their office on: 
01256 423074. 

 

Cathy Foster 

0300 555 1387 

Chineham Library 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/wasteandrecycling/recyclingcentres/wastepermits
http://www.hants.gov.uk/wasteandrecycling/recyclingcentres/wastepermits
http://www.elainestill.com
mailto:www.elainestill.com
mailto:Elaine.Still@hants.gov.uk
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T 
wo galleries, three organs, five bells, 
and memorials to seven dukes – 40 
visitors from all over Hampshire came 

to see Stratfield Saye church in June. They were 
from Hampshire Historic Churches Trust, which 
raises money to repair and protect our county’s 
heritage.  The Trust is helping with the cost of our 
church’s restoration. The visitors enjoyed seeing 
our listed Georgian building – dating from 1758 – 
and hearing some of the history.  It was built by 
George Pitt, who then owned the Stratfield Saye 
estate, to replace an earlier church. 

The visitors had seen round Stratfield Saye House 
earlier that day.  They included an architect from 
Winchester, an organist from Southampton, and a 
bell-ringer 
from the Meon 
Valley. There 
was also a bird 
expert, who 
identified for 
us the eggs of a 
jackdaw in a 
nest in the 
belfry! 

The Trust’s main fund-raising day is on the 
second Saturday in September, which is 
September 14th this year. It’s called ‘Ride and 
Stride’ day, and the idea is to get sponsorship to 
visit as many Hampshire churches as possible, on 
foot, on a bike, or by car. Why not join in this 
year? details from geoffreypreston@hotmail.com. 

St Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 

mailto:geoffreypreston@hotmail.com
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I'm delighted to report that our AGM was record 
breaking in terms of the large number of members who 
attended. This may have been because of the Pudding 
and Pimms which followed the official business! 
Whatever the reason, it was a very enjoyable event all 
round and we elected our officers and committee for 
the coming year.  

May proved to be a very successful month for 
Chineham WI. Our annual plant and cake sale in 
Chineham Shopping Centre raised a magnificent £308. 
Thank you to everyone who supported us on the day. 
We appreciate it and it was a pleasure to meet you all. 
We were also glad that the rain held off until we had 
packed up our stalls, whereupon it poured!  

A quiz team provided another success in May by 
winning the group stage of the Hampshire WI Annual 

Quiz. The team will go on to 
the next stage held later in the 
year. Wish them luck! 
Chineham B team came 8th 
out of 17 teams entered.  

If you'd like to join Chineham 
WI you are very welcome to 
come along. You are sure of a warm welcome and a fun 
evening! Our next meeting is on Monday, 22nd July 
2019 at Christ Church, Reading Road, Chineham (next 
door to the doctors' surgery) at 7:30 pm. Our speaker 
will be Jill Bentall - "Food fads to square meals". We 
have introduced a charge of £3 for visitors (about the 
price of a cup of coffee) to help cover the hire of the 
hall and entertainment.  

Pam Malcolm, Treasurer, Chineham WI 

Women's Institute - Chineham  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please visit 
https://www.police.uk/hampshire/12BL02/crime/+E
VhKif/ for more information including outcomes for 
these crimes and contact information for your local 

policing team. 

The Bobby Scheme is a free practical service providing 
reassurance and a sense of security to vulnerable people 
in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight within their own 
home. 

The scheme aims to bring peace of mind and reduce the 
fear of crime, particularly for elderly people and victims 
of burglary and domestic abuse. It is the charitable arm 
of the Blue Lamp Trust and is supported by Hampshire 
Constabulary and Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service. 

How does it work? 

A full crime prevention and fire safety survey is carried 
out by one of the scheme’s trained, police-vetted fitters. 
They will provide both general and specific crime and 
fire prevention advice to improve home safety. 

When appropriate, they will fit such items as locks, spy-
holes, door chains and smoke alarms. This service is 
completely free. The Blue Lamp Trust can supply and 
fit police approved key safes for a small donation. The 
Blue Lamp Trust also gives talks at community groups 
to offer advice about home crime and fire prevention. 

Since the Bobby Scheme started in 1998, more than 
17,500 homes have been visited. In 2018, the scheme 
helped over 1600 vulnerable people, 175 burglary 
victims and 355 victims of domestic abuse. 

For more information please visit: 
www.bluelamptrust.org.uk or contact the 
Bobby Scheme directly on: 

0300 777 0157  
e-mail: bobby@bluelamptrust.org.uk 

Bobby Scheme offers home safety advice 

Latest Crime Figures from April 2019 
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West Green Road  
Hartley Wintney  

RG27 8LP 
 

Open June (date varies) to late September for 
Pick Your Own & Picked fruit, vegetables and 

flowers including Strawberries, Tayberries, 
Currants, Gooseberries, Raspberries, New 
Potatoes and Asparagus; local Honey, Free 
Range Eggs and Homemade Jams and Ice 

Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, and to place 
orders or visit  www.westgreenfruits.com 

https://www.police.uk/hampshire/12BL02/crime/+EVhKif/
https://www.police.uk/hampshire/12BL02/crime/+EVhKif/
mailto:bobby@bluelamptrust.org.uk
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O n Thursday 
13th June the 
Village Green 

Volunteers held their first 
Pop Up Tea Room at the 
Pavilion, Goddards Lane. 
Despite the miserable 
weather it was very well 
supported with villagers 
enjoying tea and home 
made cakes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the village fete was cancelled the volunteers invited 
the Gardening Club to sell their plants. This was an 
added bonus for all plant lovers. The next Pop Up Tea 
Room will be on Thursday 11th July at 2pm. If anyone 
requires transport please ring me on 07836 296971. 

 

John Attwood 

 

Sherfield Village Green Volunteers 

F rom Monday 22 July Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council (B&DBC) is 
changing waste, recycling and garden 

waste collections. Over half of Basingstoke and 
Deane's homes will see a change to the day or 
week their waste and recycling is collected. Nearly 
all of the garden waste customers across the 
borough will be affected. Those residents 
remaining on the same collection day may have a 
change to their collection time, therefore bins 
need to be put out by 7am. 

The waste bins will continue to be collected 
weekly and recycling and glass collections will 
remain a fortnightly service. Those people signed 
up to the garden waste service will continue to 
have their bins and bags collected every two 
weeks. 

B&DBC says the aim is to improve bin collection 
routes to make them more efficient and 
environmentally friendly, as well as simplifying 
collections for some residents by collecting their 
glass and recycling on the same day. They are also 
preparing for new homes in the borough. The 
council will send a leaflet to all Basingstoke and 

Deane residents in early July to 
advise of any changes to their 
existing waste and recycling 
service. Garden waste 
customers will receive a separate 
leaflet. 

Information on the new 
collections will also be available on the council’s 
website www.basingstoke.gov.uk/bin-changes 
from Monday 1 July. Updates will also be 
provided on its social media channels - 
@twitter.com/BasingstokeGov, 
www.facebook.com/BasingstokeGov. 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council has a 
joint waste contract with Hart District Council 
which was first agreed in 2011. Serco was awarded 
the £44 million joint waste contract last year to 
provide household waste and recycling collections 
for the next eight years in Hart and Basingstoke 
and Deane, with an option of extending for a 
further eight years.  

 

Changes to Bin Collections 
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O n Monday 15th July we will be joined by 
Marcus Dancer, whose talk will be 
‘Climbing Plants’. 

Marcus has been in horticulture since he left school 
and has had his own nursery in Sandleheath near 
Fordingbridge for many years specialising in clematis. 

Marcus is passionate about growing his own plants 
and enjoys propagating and producing his own stock 
where possible. He has been growing  and producing 
clematis plants for 30 years now and in recent years 
has started to grow a wide range of other plants, 
including shrubs and perennials. He is always 
interested in growing something different and unusual 

but which will work 
in the garden.  

It is important to be 
aware of our 
environment 
nowadays and 
especially our bees 
and pollinating 
insects. With this in 
mind many of the 
plants Marcus grows 

are scented with nectar rich flowers and are very 
wildlife friendly. 

On July 29th, members of the gardening club will be 

visiting ‘Old Camps’ in Headley. 

As featured on 
Gardeners' World, 
this is a 
breathtaking 
garden set over an 
acre, which 
benefits from 
panoramic views 
of Watership 

Down. Surprises await, ranging from traditional 
herbaceous borders to desert/prairie planting, from an 
enchanted knot garden and potager to exuberant 
subtropical schemes, featuring bananas, cannas, 
hedychiums and more.  

The garden is built on the site of a Roman camp and 
bath house.  

If you are not a member of the gardening club and 
would like to visit ‘Old Camps’, it is open under the 
National Gardens Scheme on 3rd August. 

Just a reminder that there isn’t a meeting in August. 
The next meeting is on 16th September. 

Anyone interested in gardening will be most welcome 
to join us at the Sherfield Village Hall at 7:45pm. 

For arrangements contact Dan on 882680 or Andy on 
882350. 

Sherfield and District Gardening Club 

Marcus Dancer  © Marcus Dancer Plants 

M ost of us have heard about the 
benefit that music can bring to 
dementia sufferers and some of you 

may have seen the recent TV documentary 
'Dementia Choir'.  As a result BMVC have 
decided to donate the proceeds from their 
Summer Concert to Alzheimers Society in 
support of dementia sufferers locally.   

The concert will take place at the United 
Reformed Church, London Street on Friday 
July 5th at 7:30PM.   

This is a great opportunity to see the Basingstoke  

Male Voice Choir in action and also to support a 
great charity locally.  The choir will be aided by a 
guest performance from Sound Company – a 
vocal group from Farnham.  The concert will also 
feature some great new songs which should give a  
more contemporary feel to the performance. 

Entrance to the concert is priced at £10 and 
tickets can be reserved by sending an email to 
Basingstokemvc@outlook.com or at the door. 

Basingstoke Male Voice Choir Concert in aid of  Alzheimers 
Society 
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Puzzle Page 

ACROSS 

1 One with limited freedom to ride the 
waves, say (4) 
3 Ideas came unstuck in these places of 
learning (9) 
9 Avoid Donald perhaps (4) 
10 Sign one’s not healthy and fit? (10) 
12 One paddles in ocean, swimming first 
(8) 
13 Young Tom needs gear, camping 
equipment mostly (6) 
14 After awful experience Dad takes on 
new role extremely quickly (4,3,7) 
18 Desires land law reforms in part of the 
Pacific (7,7) 
20 Pondering evil, sucker goes outside (6) 
22 Aunt Dot’s resolved to be conspicuous 
(5,3) 
24 So slur I spread about scoundrel is 
libellous? (10) 
25 Short memorial column (4) 
26 Snakes shed tears when exposed to the 
elements (9) 
27 A little memory to get yout teeth into, 
say (4) 
 

DOWN 

1 Right away secured criminal to corrupt 
(6) 
2 Never once arranged to meet again (9) 
4 This is one angry expression! (9) 
5 Engaged finally, I have to take the 
plunge! (4) 
6 Breaking law, guilty man in the soup (12) 
7 Former partner is given short time to live 
(5) 
8 Anne’s upset about trap (7) 
11 Thoroughly stilted but polite (4-8) 
15 Final high-ranking card – it’s played on 
Judgement Day (4,5) 
16 Hand buoys around in Canadian water 
(6,3) 
17 To some extent problem is horrendous 
for Mark (7) 
19 Sculpture from university in Iowa? (6) 
21 Arab’s second car (5) 
23 Good student starts to overcome 
weariness and shine (4) 
 

Set by Alberich (XC249414) 
www.alberichcrosswords.com 
Solution on p. 44. 

www.sudokuoftheday.com  
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 
MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 

Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans available. 

1 Seal Road, Basingstoke,  
RG21 7NQ  

Tel: 01256 844663 

www.complete-pestsolutions.com  

http://www.alberichcrosswords.com
https://www.sudokuoftheday.com
http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
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Puzzle Solutions  

Sherfield-on-Loddon  

Village Green Volunteers 
 

Why not join us for Tea at the Pavilion 

 A new drop-in café run by the Village Volunteers for 
everyone in the community to enjoy. 

 

When?  Once a month 2.00-4.00 pm  

11th July 

8th August 

12th September  

Where? The Pavilion, Goddards Lane 

 

Please pop along for tea, cake and a chat and spread 
the word in the community to others who might like 
the opportunity to get out and enjoy this café each 
month.  A cake and a cuppa for a donation of £2. 

A warm welcome awaits you at the Pavilion          

 

For further info or to get involved please contact 
sherfieldvolunteers@gmail.com        
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YOUR LOCAL TRADE 
PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR 

PLUMBING, HEATING & 
ELECTRICAL NEEDS  

FOR MORE DETAILS 
PLEASE CONTACT US: 

     Tel: 01256 880044   
MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: 
admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

mailto:admin@pscservices.co.uk
http://www.pscservices.co.uk
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You can advertise on this page for 
as little as £12.50 and get your 
business in front of over 2000 
homes in the local area.  

In times of economic uncertainty 
it pays to advertise your business and to help 
you The Loddon Valley Link has actually 
reduced the price of its small display ads. 
What better time to see your business here 
(and on the advertisers index and on the 
website)?  
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Advertisers' Index 

  

 
Building Construction and Contractors 

 
P. 

Access4Lofts 7 

Croudace Homes 18 

ITC Roofing 19 

Millbrook Building Solutions 46 

R T Mitchell 25 

Business Services  

Worting House 35 

Computers  

Andmore Consulting 41 

SoL Computers 45 

Education  

Alton School 7 

Basing Tutors 46 

Willowdene Nursery School 9 

Funerals  

Alexander & Dry 41 

Ash Brook Independent Funeral Directors 39 

Haven Memorials 9 

Jonathan Williams 30 

Spencer & Peyton 9 

Garages  

Beech Hill Garage 37 

The Garage at Sherfield 39 

Health, Fitness and Beauty  

D & D Beauty 24 

Gwynne Dental 19 

HIPP Pilates 37 

Italdent 45 

Natural & Reiki Healing 46 

S B Physiotherapy 25 

SurgeBikes 42 

The Salon 7 

Tranquil Health & Beauty 14 

  

Small Ads 50 

  

Home and Garden  P. 

A Sewell 35 

AMS Mayfair (Water Softener Specialists) 41 

Basingstoke Appliance Services 29 

Basingstoke Gas & Heating 23 

Basingstoke Window Cleaners 46 

Best of Flooring 29 

Bob Berry Fencing 29 

Complete Pest Solutions 41 

Country Framing 10 

Domiciliary Care 46 

Drain & Able 45 

Dudley's Cattery 37 

Fyne Flooring 24 

GMK Decorators 46 

HGS Sherfield 14 

Horizon Satellite and Aerials 46 

J Cook Landscapes 19 

Molegone 30 

Ovenclean 35 

Roller Garage Doors 17 

Roots Landscaping 10 

Legal and Financial Services  

Brain Chase Coles 51 

Edmonds Accountancy 17 

Simmons & Sons 51 

Wills Chandler 23 

Plumbing  

A W Burt 25 

LFM Plumbing 9 

Niall Catlin 30 

PSC Services 45 

Pubs and Restaurants  

Four Horseshoes 18 

Shops  

The Shop in Sherfield on Loddon 25 

Tilehurst Village Butchers 43 

Wellington Farm Shop 10 

West Green Fruits 35 
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Priest in Charge:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, email  
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Tuesday) 

Assistant Priest  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
sc.cedars@greenbee.net  

Curate (priest responsible for Bramley and  
Little London):  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  

Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
lgoodall.work@gmail.com 

 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, Sherfield-on-
Loddon, RG27 0JB  
Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Treasurer: Peter Martinson, 01256 760986  
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
Organist: Brian Archer 01256 882099 

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453  
rosyhannah@hotmail.com 
  

Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye  

with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and Bramley - Church Officers 

  ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
   All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles 
   Tel. 01256 880559 

  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month 
Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. Requests are 
dealt with in order. 
 Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 

Editor for the August edition -  Jane Abrams 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 16th July 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee 

Chair and Editor Jane Abrams  01256 881188  
jabrams2226@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 
advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Simon Boase Editor and CTO 
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com 

Howard Perkins Editor 
01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 

Carl Lesh, Editor  
07863 656604  
carl.lesh@sky.com 

Chiara Ziamin 
chiara.zamin@gmail.com 

 

 

Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 

Rev. Stephen Ball 01256 881071 
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 

Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
LynGiugovaz@gmail.com 

Claire Osborne 01256 324458  
guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk 

Brian Archer 01256 882099 
brianarcher@btinternet.com 

Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379  
dgdawson@sky.com 

 
Please note: the Loddon Valley Link Management 
Committee cannot be held responsible for the 

reliability or quality of any goods, work or services  
in this publication or on our website. 

Loddon Valley Link  
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Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 

881066  
882426 
07733 322457 
07585 578295 
882096 
882534 
465214 
882334  
07775 674869 
07824337789  
07552114188  
07785 580456 
882798 
882798 
880903 
07867 547696 
882350  
882534 
882106 
101 
101 
880075 
882210 
882687 
423855 
882605 
882680 
882350  
883967  
07421704209 
880075 
 
07468 427684 
07940 212441 
07585 578295  
842662 
881760 
881021 
07771 727547 
0118 933 2106  
882351 
 
882334 
07796 045944 
882453 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments 
Basingstoke Gazette  
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr 
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr 
Brownies 
Breach Lane Chapel 
Catholic Church 
Clift Surgery Patient Group 
Cricket Club (Sherfield) 
Cricket Club (ST & HW) 
 
 
Evergreens                    
Football (Junior)              
Happy Faces Playgroup 
Loddon Players 
Loddon Quilters 
Lunch Club  
NWR   
Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk  
Police - Sherfield Park 
Poppies 
Post Office 
Rainbows 
Sherfield Community Care Grp  
Sherfield on Loddon Fete 
Sherfield & District Gardening Club 
 
Sherfield Park Community Centre 
Sherfield Park Parish Council 
Sherfield & District Show 
Sherfield Village Hall  
 Caretaker/Bookings 
 Management Committee 
 Trustee   
Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 
Sherfield Village Green Volunteers 
Short Mat Bowls 
Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
Stratfield Saye Village Hall 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting 
Toddler Group 0-5s  
Tree Wardens 
  
Whist Drive  
 

Bob Weller  
Chris Horton 
Venetia Rowland 
Nick Robinson 
Liz Hawkins 
Geoff Belsham                            
Fr. Chris Rutledge 
John Darker 
Steve Dummer  
Paul Baldwin (Chm) 
Manoj George  (Captain) 
Martin Turvey (Contact) 
Jean Berntsen 
Fred Berntsen  
Viv Allway and Alison Smith 
Peter Francis  
Jacky Morgan     
Helen Belsham                           
Gill Fearon 
PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 
PCSO Krystof Nadvornik 
Natalie Larner 
 
Pam Luck 
Basingstoke NeighbourCare 
Bruce Batting 
Dan Farrow  
Andy Morgan  
Louise Grainger  
Steve Vaux 
Natalie Larner                                  
 
Wendy Gosden 
Ivan Gosden 
Nick Robinson  
Karen Ross 
John Attwood 
Norman Stanley 
Louise Webb 
Linda Bishop 
Sheila Campbell (Chair) 
TBC                           
John Darker 
Cllr Diana Effiong 
Virgilius Vickers  
                      
 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
mailto:lgoodall.work@gmail.com
mailto:rosyhannah@hotmail.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:perkinsthekeep@gmail.com
mailto:carl.lesh@sky.com
mailto:chiara.zamin@gmail.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:perkinsthekeep@gmail.com
mailto:guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:brianarcher@btinternet.com
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced 
lady who cleans every corner. Ironing also available. References. Tel 07933 316989. 
mariacleaning@live.co.uk 

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, 
payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, re
-wires, lights etc.  No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, jce.morris@outlook.com   

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden 
maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 0784 230 3366 . E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com 

PIANO LESSONS  Qualified and experienced teacher has vacancies for pupils, all ages, all 
stages.  Tel 01256 460344. 

TERRY'S PLANTS FOR SALE Many home grown, good quality, hardy herbaceous 
perennials available. A variety of succulents and other plants also. Breach Lane, Sherfield-on-
Loddon. Follow sign by A33 roundabout. Tel 882269.  

CHEEKY PAWS AND CLAWS  Experienced dog walker, pet sitting, home visits for all 
pets including hoofstock. Fully insured. Twenty years a zoo keeper. Katy Beschizza, 
07752414821 text only. kbeeson1@ btinternet.com, http:/www.facebook.com/
cheeky.paws.claws. 

ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 words. Anything from lost cats to small services. 

Just drop an email to:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
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