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Welcome to the July edition of the Loddon Valley Link. Unlike last month 
I’m sat sweltering in some of the hottest UK temperatures on record. As we 
pass the summer solstice can it get any hotter? This month is fete month 
with Sherfield’s just happened and Bramley School (p45) and Sherfest 
about to. Pictures of Sherfield’s festoon 
the centre and appear on the cover, 
thanks to Tom Hacking for that.  

We continue a look at the work done by 
Rev. AG Barker, this time a slice of life 
from his marriage in1852. Coincidentally 
the same year the 1st Duke of 
Wellington died.  (p24) 

A fascinating article on a local family 
making a massive life change appears 
on (p19) 

Hartley Wespall have just held their 
regatta so you can see what you missed 
(p35) 

I heard last month’s Newnham open 
gardens event was excellent so if you 
missed out or want more then pop down 
to Breach Lane (p17)  

Chineham local library has lots going on 
over the summer (p41) 

Hampshire Wildlife trust is offering a 
number of wildlife related courses (p52) 

The Loddon Valley Link likes to 
encourage local clubs and organisations 
of almost any type  by offering small 
grants. Now's the time to get your request in as applications close on the 31st July.  (p48) 

In a small effort at keeping up with social media we’ve now got a Facebook page where 
you’ll be able to access electronic copies of the magazine.  

A reminder also of the cover photo competition for which prizes will be awarded at the 
September Sherfield and District Show (p37). 

As ever, do keep your contributions coming in. Please send all submissions to: 
editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk.  
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Editorial 

Distribution: 

The Loddon Valley Link is hand distributed to over 2,000 houses across the parishes of 
Sherfield on Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield 
Turgis.. Also available online; www.loddonvalleylink.org.uk.  
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Services July 2017 

Sunday 2nd July  Trinity 3 

10.00am Holy Communion       St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye  

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

9.00am sunday@nine                    St James Bramley                

10.30am Matins                 St James Bramley                

Sunday 9th July  Trinity 4 

10.00am Morning Worship & Sun-
day Club 

St Leonard’s Sherfield 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am sunday@nine St James Bramley                

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

Sunday 16th July  Trinity 5 

10.00am Holy Communion &     
Sunday Club 

St Leonard’s Sherfield      

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

8.30am Holy Communion                 Little London 

10.30am Together in Worship St James Bramley                

Sunday 23rd July  Trinity 6 

10.00am Together in Worship St Leonard’s Sherfield 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am sunday@nine St James Bramley                

10.30am Holy Communion                 St James Bramley                

Friday 14th July   

4.15pm Messy Church Picnic St Leonard’s Sherfield 
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Sunday 6th Aug  Trinity 8 

10.00am Holy Communion       St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Family Service             St Mary’s Stratfield Saye  

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

9.00am sunday@nine                    St James Bramley                

10.30am Matins                 St James Bramley                

Children are welcome at all our services. Services in italics are particularly 
geared to children and families. 

Sunday 30th July  Trinity 7 

10.00am Benefice Holy       Com-
munion 

St Leonard’s Sherfield 

8.30am Holy Communion Little London 

9.00am sunday@nine St James Bramley                

10.30am Morning Worship St James Bramley                

   

Parish Registers 
 

 

Baptism  

Kerry Lynch    21.05.17  Sherfield 

Isobel Lynch    21.05.17  Sherfield 

Benjamin Lynch    21.05.17  Sherfield 

 

Wedding 
 

Kerrie Matthews      20.05.17  Sherfield 

 & Daniel Adams 

Michelle Le Feuvre   10.06.17  Sherfield 

 & Andrew Jones 
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Catholic Services 

St Bede’s and  Holy Ghost Churches, 
Basingstoke. 

Parish Office Open  

Tues to Friday  
9.30 am-1.00 pm Tel.465214. 
Sunday Mass 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm  

Services for July 2017 

Breach Lane Chapel 

Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534/07519 708416 

Transport is available for all events at the chapel 

Sunday 2nd 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Friday 7th 10.30am Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 9th 10.30am Family Worship led by Graham Locke 

Saturday 15th 2pm Through the Roof Club led by  

Geoff Belsham 

Sunday 16th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen including 

Holy Communion 

Friday 21st 10.30am Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 23rd 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

Sunday 30th 10.30am Family Worship led by Rev. Richard Lane 

  6pm Contemporary Worship at St Andrew’s 

Methodist Church, South Ham 
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Dear Friends 
Having just extinguished the 900th 
anniversary candles for the St Leonard’s 
Church in May, we celebrated Pentecost – 
the birthday of the whole church of God - 
one week later. 
 Every year at Pentecost we remember that, 
after Jesus had gone back into heaven, he 
sent the Holy Spirit to live in his people in 
an entirely new way. The Holy Spirit 
connects us to God because he lives in us 
and around us so that we become God’s 
presence here on earth. It is the way God 
has chosen to work; to use frail humanity to 
bring light and hope to a world that is both 
beautiful and broken. We are meant to be 
God’s hands and feet, his eyes and heart of 
compassion and his means of grace and 
peace, both spiritually and practically, in the 
world. Those who choose this way of life 
are called Church. Actually, because of 
what the word ‘church’ has come to mean 
to some these days, I prefer the original 
meaning, ‘God’s people gathered’.  
I am not interested in being part of an 
organisation that many, indeed, call 
‘church’ (small ‘c’) - an institution that often 
seems so distant and irrelevant, ‘church’ 
that we often describe as churchy or 
religious, full of so called do-gooders, 
‘church’ in which we see in-fighting and 
squabbling over petty issues. That is 
certainly the face of the Church that seems 
to come to light in the news and of which 
we should be ashamed. The fact is, though, 
that there are hundreds of churches in 
which there are thousands of people who 
are only interested in living a life of service 
in obedience to the commands of Jesus to 
‘Love one another’ and who are totally fed 
up with the nonsense of hierarchical 
wrangling that has nothing, or hardly 
anything, to do with God and his longing to 
bless us.  Those who behave so have just 
got caught in the detail and the minute 
interpretation of the legality of this matter 
and that and I can hear Jesus saying, “Oh 
for goodness sake, forget all that stuff and 

just go and give that 
homeless man over there a 
sandwich and actually show 
him that he is loved by God 
and his people.  
 When Jesus was here on 
earth he simply said, in so many words, “If 
you like what you see then come and follow 
me”. When Jesus called his disciples they 
didn’t have a clue what believing in him 
meant; they were just attracted to him and 
his offer of a new, vibrant way of being 
alive. It was only as they spent time with 
him that they gradually came to understand 
how simple, how uncomplicated faith in God 
really was. It was then that they came to 
believe, even if they didn’t always 
understand. It was definitely not rocket 
science!  
 I am not saying it was easy. They really 
struggled when Jesus said, “Love your 
enemy and pray for those who hurt 
you” (Matt 5:42).  It was tough when he told 
them that not only should they not commit 
murder but that they mustn’t even be angry 
with each other (Matt 5:22). Most of them 
would have had no trouble with the first 
commandment as Jesus reiterated it in 
Matthew 22, “‘You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.’ It was the next 
bit that was tough, “Now make that a reality 
by loving your neighbour (everyone) as 
yourself”, (my paraphrase). He might have 
also added, “By the way none of you are 
going to do it perfectly but do it anyway.” 
Christian faith is simple (not always easy). 
Do you like what you see in Jesus or those 
who try to follow him? Do you want to come 
too? Then come and we will discover how 
to live and love in God together! 
 
Every blessing to you all. 
 
Stephen Ball (Still in recovery at least until 
the end of September but around for cups 
of tea, walks, etc.) sb113lb@gmail.com  

Minister’s Letter 
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TEXT FOR THE MONTH…  …  

Psalm 46: 10 & 11  The NIV Bible 

"Be still, and know that I am God; I will be 
exalted among the nations, I will be exalted 
in the earth." The LORD Almighty is with 
us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

Prayer for the Month. 

Lord God, you are a God of power, mighty 
and mysterious, you are sovereign over all. 
We thank you also that you are a God of 
peace, a God whom we can meet in 
stillness and silence. Teach us to make 
time and space for you, to reflect on your 
goodness and to understand what it is you 
would say to us if only we would listen. 
Help us to be aware of your presence and 
teach us to bring our prayers to you each 
day, telling you what is in our hearts, but 
also teach us to listen, humbly attentively 
and eagerly, knowing that you will respond 
to our cry. Be with us in the turmoil of life 
with all its summer activities and amid its 
noise and confusion, demands and 
responsibilities help us draw near to you in 
quietness so that we may hear your voice.   

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

Prayer Points for July 

Pray for those and their relatives who died 
in the London fire and give thanks for the 
fire men and women who fought the fire. 

Give thanks for the success of all the 
village events of the last month and for the 
joy of the fellowship experienced by all who 
attended them. 

Pray for safe journeys for all who are 
travelling this month 

Pray for our new government at this time of 
change 

Pray for all the very many Scripture Union 
and other Christian camps for children 
organised all over the country. May those 
who attend feel the touch of your Holy 
Spirit. 

Pray for an end to the continuous violence 
in the Middle East, especially in Syria  

Give thanks for the joy of summertime. 

Prayer Page 

Page 9 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 



Page 10 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Page 11 

Friday 14th July 2017 

Picnic at St Leonard’s 

Church 

 All welcome!   

4.15 Arrive, Register then an activity in the Church 

  Followed by a Picnic (finish at 5.30pm) 

PLEASE NOTE - IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU BOOK 

In order for us to plan catering and avoid wastage 

(and please advise of any food allergies).   

For more information and to book, please contact : 

Kerry Lynch: kerry_lynch6@hotmail.com 

or on Facebook: messychurchsol 

** No Messy Church in August ** 

Lovely picture from last months service on the green.  
Thanks to Abigail Burkett 
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Miles Elliott 

GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICES 

Phone/Fax:  
01256 882224 

Mobile:07810573479E-mail: 
miles.elliott@btinternet.com 

Servicing 
Repairs 
Tuning 

Adjustment 
Sharpening 

Turgis Green 

Now’s the time for mowing 
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PRIZE WINNING GARDEN OPEN FOR CHARITY 

 

SUNDAY 23rd JULY 1-5pm 

 

Open Garden, plants for sale, delicious afternoon teas
 

 

WHITE GABLES, BREACH LANE, SHERFIELD ON LODDON, RG27 0EU 

CYDONIA, BREACH LANE, SHERFIELD ON LOODON, RG27 0EU 

 

Terry and Brian Raisborough are opening their prize winning garden again 
this year.  This will be our 10th opening anniversary under the auspices of the 
National Garden Scheme. 

 

Following a most 
successful opening last 
year we will be using a 
similar format later this 
month when Cathy and 
Tony Miles open their 
garden at Cydonia next 
door for teas, coffees and 
cakes in support. 

White Gables will be 
donating to the various 
NGS charities whilst 
Cydonia will donate all the 
tea, coffees and cakes cash towards a trust supporting MS. 

White Gables has been described as a Plantaholics Paradise. The garden 
provides a host of stimulating ideas towards visitors own gardens with large 
collections of exotic plants, cacti, hostas and lots more all viewed down 
meandering pathways amongst life size statues and arches.  

Come on down, do your bit for charity,  enjoy the multi prize winning garden, 
purchase a plant or two, and finish it off with a delicious afternoon tea next 
door!  

All free parking in the village 150 yards away. £4 entry-children free.  
SEE YOU THERE ! 
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Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

   Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website: www.molegone.co.uk 
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We are the Burkett Family: Adam, Abigail, 
Sebastian and Elliot and we have loved 
living in Sherfield on Loddon for the past 6 
years, however, at the end of July we shall 
be moving to Botswana to set up a family 
centre in Gaborone.  

Adam and I met on our Gap Year, in 2002, 
teaching in Kenya, when we also fell in love 
with Africa. My younger sister, Phillida, also 
fell in love on her Gap year in Botswana in 
2006 and has now lived in Botswana for the 
last 8 years with her Motswana husband. 
Visiting her made us realise the lack of 

community centres or play areas even in the 
capital city and so we decided there was an 
opportunity for us to give back whilst 
utilising Abigail’s 11 years’ experience as a 
teacher and Phillida’s management skills.  

Together, we want to create The 

Honeycomb Hub, a family centre in 
Gaborone where everyone is welcome and 
people feel they are not alone. We 
particularly want to support pregnant 
women, new parents and growing families 
who can struggle with the challenges of 
parenthood and end up feeling isolated and 
alone. The Honeycomb Hub will provide 
information and resources on all aspects of 
parenting, a place where you can develop 
new knowledge and skills, bond with your 
child through different play opportunities or 
simply have a cold drink with other frazzled 
parents while your children play. Phillida 
has trained with Basingstoke’s very own 
Marie Behenna (www.fitmamastudio.com) 
to become the first FitMama instructor in 
Southern Africa to allow us to support 
pregnant women and new mothers with 
their fitness through and after pregnancy.  

We are financing 
our venture 
ourselves and if 
you feel that you 
would like to 
support us in this, 
we would be 
extremely grateful. 
We have a 
crowdfunding 
page: 
www.chuffed.org/project/

thehoneycombhub  

We are really looking forward to making a 
change both for ourselves, and hopefully in 
the lives of some of the people we shall 
meet. If you would like to know more about 
our adventure, please follow us on 
facebook: The Honeycomb Hub 
@Webstershoneycomb  

Giving back in Africa 

Phillida and Abigail 

Phillida &Hamish 

http://www.fitmamastudio.com
https://chuffed.org/project/thehoneycombhub
https://chuffed.org/project/thehoneycombhub
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A warm welcome awaits you at this traditional village pub  

Quiz nights, live music events and much much more 

Skittle Alley/Function Room available to hire 

Follow our Facebook page (thefourhorseshoessol) for all the 

info 

The Four Horseshoes 
Old Reading Road 

Sherfield on Loddon 

RG27 0EX 
Tel: 01256 882296 

Email: info@the4horsehsoes.co.uk 
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Council protests Vyne Park advertising 

Your Council has registered a formal protest 
with the Borough regarding the Vyne Park 
advertising at the entrance to Sherfield Park. 
Motivated by residents' consistent concerns 
about traffic, we want to do anything in our 
power to cut back on unnecessary journeys 
along Rockbourne Road. Many residents 
have shared their concerns that if Vyne Park 
is advertised from here, it sets a precedent to 
reach that estate through Sherfield Park ... 
when the roads through Chineham Business 
Park are much more suitable for increased 
traffic. 

You can find the full protest letter on our 
news page, or go to: http://bit.ly/2sLvqAR 

Get ready for Pick of the Park! 

Remember the surgeries and surveys we 
hosted in the spring to discover how you 
wanted us to direct the time and budget of 
your Community Committee? The clear 
winner was a services directory, printed once 
a year, to include all of your top 
recommendations for everything from 
plumbers and gardeners to Chinese delivery 
and local pubs.  

Look out for promotions in the next month 
inviting you to participate in our survey, 
which we'll run from mid-July to mid-August. 
(One entry per household, please!) We'll 
gather your picks through Survey Monkey; if 
you don't use the internet we will provide 
print surveys on request. 

We'll publish your favourites in a variety of 
categories, and we'll highlight anyone who 
actually lives in or runs their business from 
Sherfield Park, to help you buy local. We 
plan to include other basic, helpful 
information about the parish and local 
services. We hope this annual publication 
becomes something people keep for 
reference all year, and we can also use it to 
welcome new residents when they move in. 

If you want more information about this 

project, or are a local business interested in 
sponsoring production and printing of the 
final publication, please contact 
cllr.bencard@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Superfast Broadband on Schedule 

Both of Sherfield Park's telecommunications 
cabinets have moved to the "build" stage on 
BT Openreach's fibre broadband journey. 
There are only three stages after this: 
"connect", "activate" and "accept orders". So 
we're confident that the end of our long wait 
is near! 

Sherfield Park is served by two cabinets. No. 
15, supporting the 2/3rds of the estate closer 
to the A33, was within Openreach's upgrade 
plans and residents have received letters 
projecting connection this summer. We have 
learned that this is now the oldest non-fibre 
cabinet in the scope of the plan within the 
borough, so there should be extra pressure 
inside Openreach to resolve this. Sources 
inside BDBC tell us Openreach has told 
them cabinet 15 installation will be complete 
by June. This doesn't mean they'll be 
accepting orders immediately, but it's closer. 

Meanwhile, a community action campaign 
last year revealed that cabinet 16 wasn't in 
Openreach's plans at all. Residents raised 
the required fee and formally contracted 
connection, to be completed by November 
2017. We've moved from "field survey" to 
"build" on that one in the past month. 

With both cabinets now at the same stage, 
we're hopeful that fibre will be available for 
all of Sherfield Park at the same time ... 
perhaps beating the contracted timeline for 
cabinet 16. Despite repeated efforts by 
many, we haven't been able to get any news 
from Openreach beyond what's publicly 
available on their website. If you want to 
check status for yourself, you can do it by 
going to openreach.co.uk and clicking on the 
"find out if you can get superfast broadband" 
box. Enter your address or landline and you'll 
see the fibre journey for your cabinet.  
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WOMEN’S INSTITUTE  from Ilene Iles 

Our May Meeting consisted of three 
separate Meetings – Business, Resolutions 
and Annual Meeting.  From the Annual 
Meeting, we now have three job-share 
Presidents – Doris L’Enfant, Christine 
Skillett and Jo Brennan. 

Doris conducted the June Meeting; the 
business part consisting of the usual 
reports and a reminder about our outing to 
Haskins Garden Centre and Lee-on-Solent 
on the 13 June. 

Doris then introduced our Speaker for the 
afternoon – Mrs Fiona Birchill whose 
subject was “Stories, Myths and Legends”.  
She began her presentation by explaining 
that storytelling pre-dates the printed word 
and was used as a method of entertaining, 
teaching and comfort and as travel spread 
the stories, details got changed along the 
way.  Some are nowadays thought of as 
children’s stories but this was not the case 
originally. She told several examples of 
stories – one from the Middle East (Arabian 
Nights) about a princess and an ugly wise 
man – another from rural Vietnam about 
cancellation of a debt by a child telling the 
truth – a Greek myth about Zeus and 
Calisto and her son Arcas being turned into 

bears and hurled to the 
heavens and becoming 
Ursa Major (The Great 
Bear constellation) and 
Ursa Minor (The Little 
Bear Constellation).  She 
finished with another story from Arabia and 
one about two women; one very beautiful 
and the other dirty and dishevelled 
providing a moral about the “naked truth”. 
The stories all had moral intonations. 

Ilene Iles gave the vote of thanks – tea 
followed and the raffle was drawn. 

NEXT MEETING: WEDNESDAY 5TH JULY 
2017 AT 2 P.M. IN SHERFIELD VILLAGE 
HALL -  SOCIAL AFTERNOON 

Decorated hats (compulsory), Single Bloom 
and Floral arrangement in an eggcup or 
teacup. 

ALL MEMBERS AND DUAL MEMBERS 

TO BRING A FRIEND.   

To find out more about us go to our web 
site – www.hampshirewi.org.uk and then 
click on Sherfield-on-Loddon. 

 The book 

“Sirefelda and its Chapel” 

£3  

All proceeds to  

St Leonard’s Church. 

This book tells the story of the origins, 900 
years ago, of Sherfield on Loddon and St. 

Leonard’s Church and how the people lived 
in those days. 

For your copy contact  

sheenaarcher@btinternet.com  

or Tel: 01256 882099 

http://bit.ly/2sLvqAR
mailto:cllr.bencard@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.hampshirewi.org.uk
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_mbDgndTUAhXFI1AKHRDZBgwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fswintonwi.co.uk%2F&psig=AFQjCNHPXjQAx4kR2mNTFNNLB8dcoi45wQ&ust=1498316416616932
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When I began to look through the Barker 
newspaper cuttings, the first one offered 
immediate interest and attraction,. It 
captured the atmosphere of an age of 
comparative innocence and of the essential 
goodwill present in local communities. I 
suspect little changed between 1860-1910 
judging from the cuttings, given that 
industrial technology developed at a less 
frenetic pace and Britain was essentially at 
peace.  So country life remained much the 
same for 50 years until the shattering 
impact of World War One. 

This extract is taken from July 1852. 

“Thursday  the 30th of June will be long 
remembered by the people of Sherfield. It 
was the day fixed for the return of the rector 
and his bride from their wedding trip; and all 
both young and old, turned out to meet and 
welcome them. The morning was wet, but 
this did not check the display of popular 
excitement. Between one and two the rector 
and his bride were expected, but before that 
time numbers has assembled at the 
entrance to the parish to give them a hearty 
welcome. As soon as the carriage arrived, 
the horses were taken out, and about sixty 
men yoked themselves together, and drew 
the carriage the last mile and a half, starting 
at such a speed that the members of the 
band were nowhere. Around the sweep of 
the carriage drive, the schoolchildren were 
drawn up, and hearty cheers were given to 
signify their pleasure at the safe arrival of 
the rector and his bride. When they alighted 
a bouquet of flowers was presented by Miss 
Moss to the bride, and the school children 
scattered flowers in the porch and the outer 
hall as they  both entered. 

All then adjourned to the tents in the 
meadow, where the men were supplied with 
refreshment. 

They now commenced the task -that of 
supplying 600 people with food and drink on 

a wet day. The women and children to the 
number of about 480 were first supplied 
with tea, cake etc.; then the men and lads 
with beef, beer, bread and cheese. The 
evening was clearer overhead, and most 
took advantage of it to enjoy several games 
in the open air. The children sang the 
wedding march from Monk “The voice that 
breath’d  o’er Eden”. Dancing to the strains 
of the Sherfield fife and drum band 
enlivened the evening and later the rector 
and his bride and some friends took part. 
Various songs also were sung. After which 
the Rev. J.W. Blackwell proposed cheers 
for the rector and his bride, which were 
heartily given. The rector thanked them 
heartily for the enthusiastic reception they 
had given him and his bride, hoping that 
though she was a stranger that day, she 
would long be known as a friend. Dancing 
then resumed and continued until 10. There 
were many decorations and flags with 
mottos such as ‘Welcome Home’; ‘May 
Love and Peace their footsteps guide’ and 
‘May they be Happy’. On Sunday the 
children scattered flowers in the pathway 
through the church yard and the bells again 
rang out merry peals. The rev gentleman 
preached from 1 Peter iii, 8, and said he 
hoped they should be of one mind, that he 
and his parishioners might work well 
together, and that the reception they gave 
him and his bride on Thursday would be the 
means of leading all to be of one mind 
concerning the way to heaven.” 

John Darker. 

Rev Barker’s Return  
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West Green Road, Hartley Wintney 
RG27 8LP 

Open June (date varies) to late 
September for Pick Your Own & Picked 
fruit, vegetables and flowers including 

Strawberries, Tayberries, Currants, 
Gooseberries, Raspberries, New 

Potatoes & Asparagus; local Honey, 
Free Range Eggs and Homemade 

Jams & Ice Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, & to place 

orders or visit  
www.westgreenfruits.com 
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Exclusive evening roof tours 
at The Vyne 
13 & 20 July, 6-7.30pm, £30, book on 01256 
883858 or visit:  
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/the-vyne/features/
evening-roof-tours  
As the National Trust’s The Vyne undergoes a 
£5.4 million roof project, the trust is offering 

exclusive evening roof tours in aid of fundraising for the project. 
A roof level walkway currently enables visitors to view the rooftop of this former Tudor 
palace as it undergoes repairs. The evening tour grants out of hours access to this 
walkway with a guide.  
This is a unique opportunity to uncover the unusual aspects of a project involving a 
historic house from painstakingly numbering every single brick dismantled from the 
chimneys to analysing paw prints found on historic tiles. Visitors can discover why the 
team are ‘sticking balloons up chimneys’ but won’t be touching The Vyne’s chapel roof 
until after September.  
The tour is followed by a drinks reception on the north lawn with light refreshments. 

Here, visitors will have the opportunity to leave their mark on The Vyne by signing a 

slate tile destined for The Vyne’s portico. Each tile is roughly the size of an A3 sheet of 

paper and will be part of the house for centuries to come. 

BASINGSTOKE CIVIL SERVICE 
RETIREMENT FELLOWSHIP 

The Group held its annual open meeting 
on 7th June where 40 members and 2 
visitors were welcomed by the Chairman, 
David Cowling. The Secretary, Tony 
Brazier, gave details of the forthcoming 
trips to Beaulieu on Monday 10th July and 
Stourhead on Thursday 10th August .  

The speaker this month was Professor Alix 
Booth who gave a full history of 
The Punch and Judy show which has its 
roots in the 16th-century Italian commedia 
dell'arte. The figure of Punch is derived 
from the Neapolitan stock character of 
Pulcinella, which was anglicized to 
Punchinello. He is a manifestation of the 
Lord of Misrule and Trickster figures of 
deep-rooted mythologies. With help from 
her many puppets she recreated the show 
which evolved as we know it today in the 
Georgian period.  She included many of 
the traditional characters such as Judy’s 
ghost, Hector the horse, Pretty Polly, the 
Doctor, Joey the clown, the Constable, 

Jack Ketch and the 
Crocodile and went on 
to explain how 
following a slight 
decline in popularity at 
the end of the 19th 
century a revival came 
with the railways and 
bank holidays when 
people went to the 
seaside and the Punch and Judy show 
followed. 

The next meeting is on 5th July when Mark 
Watts talks on Winchester Prison – Past 
and Present. The group meets on the first 
Wednesday of each month at Brookvale 
Village Hall from 10am to 12 noon and all 
retired Civil Servants and their partners 
are welcome. Further details about 
meetings and outings can be obtained 
from the Secretary on 01256 418770 or at 
bjmapbr@ntlworld.com and if you would 
like to join us on any of our trips please 
contact Kate Lambeth on 01256 328791. 

David Cowling 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/the-vyne/features/evening-roof-tours
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/the-vyne/features/evening-roof-tours
mailto:bjmapbr@ntlworld.com
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Bramley and Sherfield (BL02) 

Burglaries: 

Burglaries are a Local Beat Priority across 
the whole of Basingstoke. One reported 
burglary non-dwelling reported over this 
month. This incident was relating to 
unknown offenders breaking into a garden 
centre. Upon police arrival, it was evident 
that items had been moved however the 
aggrieved party have been unable to 
confirm if anything had been taken. 

Please mark your valuables in some way 
with your post code or take a picture of 
them and any distinguishing marks just in 
case they are recovered by Police, then we 
will be able to return them to you.   

Anti Social Behaviour: 

There have been 11 reports of ASB this 
month. This increase was expected as the 
weather is getting better and the evenings 
are staying lighter for longer. Most of these 
reports are linked to each other, for 

example three are about the same incident 
on the same date. 

 

If you suffer from ASB and you are a tenant 
of social housing then you will need to 
report these incidents to your housing 
officer before you contact Police. If the 
offender is also in social housing 
accommodation then your housing 
association will have more powers to tackle 
it than we do. If your housing officer 
believes Police intervention will help then 
they will contact us. 

I would like to encourage all residents to 
report any incidents of anti social behaviour 
to us on 101, or if you are a resident of 
social housing and your issues are with a 
neighbour also living in social housing 
accommodation, please report any 
incidents to your local housing officer, if the 
problem then persists then your Housing 

(Continued on page 33) 

Latest Crime Report (May - Stats April) 

Source: https://www.police.uk/hampshire 
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Officer will contact me. Please do report 
ASB because if it doesn’t get reported then 
I will not know that it’s happening and 
therefore I will not be able to focus my 
patrol time efficiently. 

Suspicious Incidents: 

There have also been 5 suspicious vehicle/ 
person reports. Nothing of these reports 
indicate anything to be concerned over. 
None of these reports have any links to 
other crimes that have been reported. 

If you see anything you consider being 
suspicious please call us on 101 to report 
it. If there are any units free at the time of 
the call, they will attend. I am impressed of 
the detail people giving to us. The majority 
of the suspicious vehicles that have been 
called in to us have been with a full 
registration! It helps us out a lot when we 
have this line of enquiry as we can normally 
locate the owner and ask them what they 
were doing.  

Other: 

Through people calling incidents in at the 
time of them occurring, it has enabled 
officers to identify youths suspected to be 
involved in the recent damage/ ASB around 
the village. Our body worn video has 
managed to obtain live time evidence 
against some of the youths to prove their 
involvement. As a result of this, I have 
managed to issue one youth with an official 
ASB warning letter and referred two for an 
“acceptable behaviour contract” which is 
managed by Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council. Even though I appreciate 
that this is a low-level response to the 
behaviour some residents have 
experienced, this is first step that we have 
to take, if incidents continue and the youths 
identified are connected to the incidents 
then further action can now be taken. 

There was one Criminal Damage incident 
in Lane End whereby a window was 
smashed by a youth throwing a rock. He 
has been identified and the incident is 
currently being investigated by a colleague 

who is working closely with the Youth 
Offending Team to identify a proportionate 
outcome. 

Emergency.  

As always, please can I ask all residents to 
report any suspicious persons, vehicles or 
incidents using the 101 telephone number; 
please only ring 999 if it is a genuine 
emergency. An easy guide on which 
number to use is this: 

 

Is the incident in progress and is there a 
risk of injury or damage to property? – 999  

Has the incident already happened and 
there is no longer any risk? – 101 

Anything else we need to know about? – 
101 

 

 

 

Many thanks, 

PCSO Nathan Johnson 

Monthly Crime Stats 

ASB – 11 

Assault – 5 

Burglary Dwelling – 0 

Burglary non-Dwelling 
– 1 

Concern for Welfare – 
0  

Criminal Damage – 5 

Driving Complaint – 1 

Drink Driving – 0 

Drug offences – 1 

Missing Person – 0  

Public Order offences 
– 1  

Road Traffic Collision 
– 5 

Suspicious Incidents 
– 5 

Theft – 3 

Theft from Vehicle –1
 Theft of 
Vehicle – 2 

Theft of Pedal Cycle 
– 0 

Other - 2 
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A quacking afternoon at the Hartley Wespall 
Regatta. 

Teas tasted, cake consumed, wellies walloped, 
tombola tumbled, ducks dropped. prizes 

produced and money mounded. 
For friends and the Friends of Hartley Wespall. 
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Loddon Valley Link Photo 
competition 

We love to show topical timely tremendous photos on our 
cover every month. More and more of you are contributing 
photos through the year but we want to encourage even 

more. The last few years have seen the Loddon Valley Link 
holding an annual competition to find the best cover photo, 
with cups and prizes presented at the Sherfield & District 

Show in September.  
This year is no different so as wandering around our 

beautiful area take pictures and send them in. 
 

Pictures should be submitted electronically to the editor as 
high definition portrait aspect ratio jpg or png files.  

Subject matter can be almost anything from, nature, local 
life, quirky images or photos that tell a story.  

We have 2 categories: 
Under and over 16 so get your children using their  phones 

Closing date for submissions. 15th August 2017 
 
 
 

The small print. By submitting a photo you warrant that you own the image and any 
copyright associated with it and give permission for the Loddon Valley Link to use 

such image for the purposes of marketing the Loddon Valley Link.     
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Meeting dates 
The next Full Parish Council meeting 
will be on Tuesday 11 July at 7.30 pm in 
the Liddell Hall.  There are no planned 
public meetings in August this year.  
After the break, the next meeting will be 
on 12 September 2017. 
 
New Councillor 
You may have noticed that there was no 
poll to fill the parish council vacancy.  
This is because only one candidate 
registered and means that he fills the 
vacancy following an ‘uncontested 
election’.  We are pleased to welcome 
John Darker back to the Parish Council. 
 
Facebook Page 
The Parish Council confirmed the 
launch of its Facebook page 
(SherfieldonLoddon Parish Council) at 
its June meeting.  It should be up and 
running by the time you read this.  
Please take a look and add your 
comments.  Terms and Conditions of 
use are available on the Parish website. 
 
Dogs on the Village Green 
Parish Councillors have been 
concerned to hear of a recent incident 
when a local resident was bitten by a 
dog and required hospital treatment. 
 
Please remember that it is a privilege to 
walk and exercise dogs on the Village 
Green.  The Bye Laws clearly state that: 
 
 ‘No person shall cause or suffer a dog 
belonging to him or in his charge to 
enter or remain on the Commons  
unless such dog be and continue to be 
under proper control, and be effectually 
restrained from causing annoyance to 
any person, and from worrying or 
disturbing any animal’. 
 
The Parish Council will be monitoring 
the control of dogs over a 3-month 

period and is considering 
introducing measures such 
as requiring all dogs on the 
Green to be muzzled and on 
leads.  Unfortunately those who are 
responsible would suffer restrictions due 
to the negligent behaviour of a few. 
 
Tree clear-up 
The high winds in June blew over two 
willows in the area near the ponds.  Due 
to the quick action of the Village Green 
volunteers, the trunks and debris were 
cleared up within 24 hours.  Many 
thanks to those who carried out this task 
so efficiently. 
 
 

Catherine Ryle - Clerk to the Parish 
Council, Sherfield on Loddon,  
PO Box 6862, Basingstoke RG24 4QZ    
Telephone: 01256 842662 
Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 

Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 
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Once again, the club ran its popular plant 
stall at the fete. We are delighted to say 
that we made enough money to allow us to 
continue to subsidise the costs of our 
excellent speakers for the year ahead. This 

was made possible by a great deal of hard 
work from members and non-members 
propagating plants and helping on the day.  

A huge thanks also to our sponsors, The 
Shop, Simmons & Sons/Sherdons and the 
Bramley Bakery. Last but not least, a big 
thanks to all of you who came and bought 
plants without which we certainly wouldn’t 
have raised any money! 

In July, members of the club will be visiting 
Fairbank in Alton. The planting in this large 
garden reflects the owners interest in trees, 

shrubs and fruit. A wide variety of 
herbaceous plants provide colour and are 
placed in sweeping mixed borders that 
carry the eye down the long garden to the 
orchard and beyond. Near the house, there 
are rose beds and herbaceous borders, as 
well as a small formal pond. 

There is a range of acers, ferns and 
unusual shrubs, with 60 different varieties 
of fruit, along with a large vegetable 
garden. This visit is open to members only 
however the garden is also open under the 
National Gardens Scheme on Wednesday 
2nd August, 2-5pm if any non-members 
wish to visit. 

At our talk on Monday 17th July, Kelvin 
Mason will be telling us all about 
Propagation. Kelvin is a lecturer from the 
horticulture department at Sparsholt 
College, Secretary of the Hampshire 
Federation of Horticultural Societies, and 
an established garden club speaker. 

 

Anyone interested in gardening will be 
most welcome to join us at our meetings in 
the Sherfield Village Hall at 7:45pm. 

For arrangements contact Dan on 882680 
or Andy on 882350 

Sherfield and District Gardening Club 

Sherfield Village Football Club will be 
holdings its Annual General Meeting on 
Tuesday 18th July 2017 in Bramley Village 
Hall, commencing at 7.30pm.  

During the past six months the club has 
experienced some resignations from key 
posts. The club will be aiming to recruit 
village residents on to the committee.  

As a village based club it is vital  to 
encourage and recruit people with ideas & 
drive for the youth of the village and 
surrounding area. 

The Junior Club 
will enter its 47th 
year of operation 
next season 
2017/18 and it’s 
imperative that we look to the future and 
attract loyal, reliable adults to ensure our 
future. 

If you feel that you can offer help and above 
all valuable time, then please come along to 
the A,G.M. or contact the club secretary, 
Fred Berntsen on 01256 882798 

Loddon Sports Junior F.C. 

mailto:clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk
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Chineham Library 

It’s unbelievable to think we are already half 
way through the year and that the summer 
holidays are approaching rapidly. The 
climax of the summer here is the Reading 
Challenge which begins on the 15th July. 
Anytime from that day onwards do 
encourage children to come to the library 
and sign up in order to earn their medals 
and certificates. During the summer there 
will also be themed weekly crafts for 
children on Wednesdays. For the Challenge 
to run smoothly we need plenty of volunteer 
assistance, so if there is anyone aged 
fourteen plus who could offer two hours per 
week please do contact us. Training and 
support will be provided and we are a lovely 
team to work with!  

We have a number of other activities 
coming up during the summer. On the 6

th
 

July we are hosting the Pedlars and 
Petticoats group for their ‘Strange Tales 
and Hidden Histories’ event.  This is aimed 
at adults who are interested in their local 
area and who would enjoy tales and 
legends presented in a dramatic style. This 
starts at 7.30 pm and tickets costing £5 
each can be booked through the library.  

Then for children we are holding ‘Charlie’s 
Storytelling and Teddy Bear party’ on 2nd 
August at 10.30am. This should be great 
fun. Tickets cost £3.75 per child; 
accompanying adults are free of charge. 
You are advised to book soon as places are 
limited. 

The Crime Reading group continue to meet 
throughout the summer and their meetings 
will take place on the 8th July and the 5th 
August, both at 10.30am. Many of our 
regular groups meet in July and then take a 
break for August. These include 
Chatterbooks who will meet on the 13th July 
from 3.45 – 4.45 and CHIPPS reading  
group whose last meeting will be the 12th 
July from 10-11am.  The Code Club 
finished at the end of June, this will 
hopefully resume in the autumn.  Age 
Concern commence their break after their 
5th July session. All other regular children’s 
activities continue as normal.  With all the 
activities and displays in the library this 
month we hope that you will be tempted to 
visit us. Please follow us on social media for 
all the most up-to-date information and 
enjoy the summer holidays. 

Cathy Foster 

 

'Tea at 3' event in aid of St Michael's Hospice  

  

Becky, Rita & Jeannette will be hosting a ‘Tea at 3’ fund raising event for 
St Michael’s Hospice on Sunday 23rd July  2pm – 5pm at The Old School, 
Silchester Road, Bramley (drive runs along side the allotments).  There will 
be refreshments and cakes available. If anyone would like a stall at the 
event or for further information please contact Becky on 07733 466210 / 01256 
881358.  Everyone welcome!’ 

tel:07733%20466210
tel:01256%20881358
tel:01256%20881358
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The greatest human disaster in the 21st 
century is how Adrian Sindall sums up the 
situation in Syria. And he should know 
because he can 
see the differences 
today to when he 
was our man in 
Damascus twenty 
years ago. 

Today Syria has 
become an 
international proxy 
war with US, 
Russia, France, 
Turkey and the EU 
involved; 
sometimes in military action but also 
attempting a diplomatic solution. This is 
hindered by 1500 factions either for or 
against the Syrian government and also 
fighting amongst themselves. The statistics 
of this conflict, now in its seventh year, are 
staggering - 300,000 dead, 1,000,000 
wounded, half the population, 6,300,000, 
living in refugee camps in Syria and 
4,900,000 refugees in neighbouring 
countries. 

It was never a straightforward situation in 
Syria and the surrounding Middle East. 
This whole region was divided up by the 
French and British after the First World 
War following the fall of the Ottoman 
Empire. Syria was further sub-divided by 
France to include an area dominated by 
the Kurds. The Second World War saw 
Syria support the Palestinian cause with 
later increasing Russian influence, both 
militarily and commercially where Syria 
adopted a Marxist command style 
economy. Over the years various types of 
relationships were developed in the region 
by the dividing powers with increasing 
support from US. 

Syria felt betrayed that Egypt signed a 
peace accord with Israel and thought it 

necessary to strengthen ties 
with Iran. Similarly Iraq was 
supported by the US. And there were all 
kinds of complicated cross supporting 
alliances that if charted looked more 
confusing than an electrical wiring diagram. 

After the end of the Cold War and the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, Syria was left 
almost isolated and needed to develop 

relationships with western countries. It had 
helped that they had supported the allies in 
the Gulf War. When President Assad died 
and his eldest son having previously been 
killed in a car crash, the second son, 
Bashar, was in London training to be an 
ophthalmologist. He returned to Damascus 
to become leader of the Ba’ath Party and 
President. 

With the rise of the Arab Spring movement 
in 2011 across several countries it soon 
became the turn of the Syrian government 
to defend its position. At that time the US 
considered that Assad should not benefit 
from any western assistance as Russia 
was increasing their influence and Iran 
wanted to keep him in power. Then Turkey 
and Qatar and the Muslim Brotherhood put 
in their pennyworth but this upset Saudi 
Arabia. 

(Continued on page 43) 

Probus hears from ex UK Ambassador to Syria 

Adrian Sindall & Fred Locke 
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Today, with direct Russian military support 
Assad appears to have turned a corner in 
this highly complicated conflict. Looking at a 
map of the current situation appears 
confusing to the layman but the reality is 
that while ISIS and their acolytes occupy 
75% of the land mass it only contains 25% 
of the remaining population whereas Assad 
controls 25% of the land, mainly by the 
coast, and this is the important bit, 75% of 
the population. 

In recent times there has emerged an 

international feeling that Assad might stay 
in place and therefore should be involved in 
the diplomatic process of finding a solution. 
Any US/Russia joint initiative has hit a snag 
because of a US law that prohibits 
cooperation between these countries. 
There then comes a question of who will be 
in charge of those parts of the country after 
ISIS has been defeated - shades of Iraq 
and Libya where there was a failure to have 
a proper exit policy. 

The toll on Syria, both culturally with the 
destruction by ISIS of World Heritage sites 
like Palmyra and economically, has been 
substantial. Only time will tell if it ever 
recovers. 

Adrian Sindall summed up the overall 
situation that Syria is rather like a Rubic’s 
cube when compared to a cross word 
puzzle. 

Details about the Probus Club of 
Basingstoke, the social club for retired 
professional and business managers, can 
be seen on their web site 
www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com or 
contact their secretary Paul Flint on 07770 
886521 for an informal discussion.  

(Continued from page 42) 

During the month of May the club 
celebrated our 71st birthday with a very 
enjoyable afternoon tea at the Four 
Horseshoes. Everyone enjoyed the social 
afternoon and we ended the meeting with a 
lovely raffle. 

Our June meeting was a general 
knowledge quiz with subjects ranging from 
history, art, nature, science, geography, 
music and entertainment. After exercising 
our brains we were all in need of a cup of 
tea/coffee and biscuits to revive us. 

The next meeting is our outing to Bourton 
on the Water on Monday 3rd July. There are 
still seats available if anyone is interested. 
For more information contact Jean 
Berntsen on 01256 882798 

Evergreens from May Macqueen 

http://www.probusbasingstoke.wordpress.com
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www.sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk  

 

SUMMER FUN  
 

PLAYDAYS 

Themed mini drop in workshops 

 

SUMMER STREETZ 

Sumo Suits, Bungee Run, Circus Skills, Multi-
sports, assault course, zorb balling, beach party 

& more!! 

 

TETRABRAZIL 

Football Camps  

 

SUMMER CAFÉ 

Brunch in the sun! 

 

PUB NIGHT 

Licensed Bar, Snacks & outdoor seating 

 

BUMP INTO MUMS SPECIAL   

Bouncy ball pit fun for little ones  

 

SHERFIELD PARK COMMUNITY CENTRE  
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‘Our last meeting was 
called ‘A Passage to India’, 
consisting of three talks by 
members who have visited 
northern India in the last 

year or so.  Each talk was illustrated by their 
photos.  The talks started with Jaipur in 
Rajasthan, founded in 1727.  The first 
attraction was the Hawa Mahal, a five-storey 
pyramidal-shaped building built from red and 
pink sandstone.  Jantar Mantar Observatory 
was next, which has the highest sundial 
accurate to two seconds.  Nearby, Amber 
Fort was built in 1600.  Constructed from red 
sandstone and marble on a hill, it is a palace 
on four levels and it is possible to take an 
elephant ride to the top – or else a long hike 
in the heat!  The next visit on 
the itinerary was the Jain 
Temple at Ranakpur built from 
light-coloured marble and 
having 1444 marble pillars 
which are individually carved 
with no two being the same. 
 
Our next speaker did the ‘Golden Triangle’ 
by train, staying at 
five star hotels.  
Starting at New Delhi 
railway station, 
which is the busiest 
in the country and 
handles half a million 
passengers a day, 
she headed north to Shimla, changing onto 
the ‘Toy Train’ which has a gauge of two 
feet, six inches.  Shimla is on many levels at 
7,238 feet high and covers an area over 35 
km with a population of 169,000.  It has lots 
of schools with a literacy rate of 93% and a 
strong British influence, including a British  
church.  An interesting building is the 
Governor’s House where talks were held on 
independence. It has amazing views of the 
Himalayas in the distance.  Agra came next, 
famous for its colourful fort and of course the 
Taj Mahal commissioned in 1632 by the 
Mughal emperor Shah Jahan as a tomb for 

his wife  Mumtaz.  Both 
sites are protected by 
UNESCO.  The Taj is always busy and not 
just with tourists.  Many Indians are there, 
day and night and it has between seven and 
eight million visitors a year.  Its pillars are 
angled at 9 degrees outwards so that if there 
is an earthquake, 
the Taj would be 
safe.  To protect it 
from pollution, no 
diesel or petrol 
vehicles are 
allowed near to the 
temple.   
 
Other places visited included the Red Fort at 
Delhi and the Friday Mosque.  Our third 
speaker went ‘off piste’, following a tailor-
made route 
taking in the 
countryside in 
the Himalayan 
foothills and 
visiting the 
‘Lake District’. 
Of particular 
interest was 
Rishikesh where the Beatles studied 
meditation.  India is a very colourful country 
with interesting friendly people and lots of 

animals wandering in the roads, including 
cows (which are sacred), hogs and camels.  
We all found it very interesting. 
 
Our next meeting is our America evening. 

NATIONAL WOMEN'S REGISTER 

Tera Manzil Temple, Rishikesh, Uttarakhand 

Jama Masjid Mosque, Nainital, Uttarakhand. 

Red Fort, Delhi 

Viceregal Lodge 

Jain Temple 
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Rural events in Hampshire this summer and autumn 

 A charity that stands up for the Hampshire countryside has organised a range of rural-

inspired social and educational events this summer and autumn. CPRE Hampshire 
(the Campaign to Protect Rural England) events are open to all and include: 

 Guided tour of the Hospital of St Cross, Winchester – 11 July 

 Garden visit to Hill House, Old Alresford – 25 July 

 Neighbourhood Planning Conference, Sparsholt College, near Winchester - 5 

October; looking at the best planning options for local communities 

 Autumn supper and talk, Preston Candover Village Hall, near Basingstoke – 20 

October; Guest speaker Rosamund Wallinger will talk about the evolution of gardens in 
this country and about Gertrude Jekyll in particular 

Visit www.cprehampshire.org.uk for further event information and booking details. 
CPRE Hampshire also give talks to town and parish councils and amenity 
organisations. Please see the website or call 01962 841897 to find out more. 

The Loddon Valley Link is a church and 
village magazine that serves the community 
within the local distribution area by 
providing local information, news and 
articles which are both informative and of 
general interest.  

The committee continues to offer a limited 
number of grants to organisations that are, 
but not limited to, those involved with youth 
groups, sports or senior citizens. In making 
an application the following criteria apply:-  

 The organisation must be charitable or 

voluntary.  

 The organisation must be within the 

magazine distribution area.  

 The request must be for a specific item 

or event.  

 The request would generally not exceed 

£200  

It must be shown in the 
application how the request will 
benefit the community involved with the 
organisation.  

Any request should be submitted either by 
email or in writing to the committee 
secretary Ilene Iles (see back of magazine 
for details) by 31stth July at the latest. It is 
hoped a number of awards will be made, 
but this is dependent on applications. The 
committee will make the final decisions and 
all applicants will be informed of the 
outcome. Names of those successful will be 
printed in the September edition of the 
magazine. There is no appeal for 
applications that are not approved.  

 

Donald Dawson,  

Chairman,  

LVL Management Committee.  

Loddon Valley Link Community Grant scheme 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 

MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 

Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans available. 

1 Seal Road, Basingstoke,  
RG21 7NQ  

Tel: 01256 844663 

Happy Faces Play group 
Sherfield-on-Loddon 

“Bring your happy face to our happy place” 

A small, friendly playgroup for  
children aged 2 years 6 mths to school age 

Flexible Sessions 
including all day 

 

 

 

 

Further information:  

01256 880903 

Prospectus/application form:  

07791 141176 

happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk 
www.happy-faces-playgroup.co.uk 

Est. 1982. Charity No. 1029688 

 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
mailto:happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.happyfacesplaygroup.co.uk
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Adult Courses 

Learn about nature, Discover your talents 

Develop your skills or discover a new 
hobby in a relaxed atmosphere with expert advice, whatever your abilities. 
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust has an exciting programme of courses 
including: 

Wildlife identification, ecology, surveying techniques, wildlife photography, 
bush-craft weekends, wildlife art and much more… 

Our classes will enable you to get closer to nature, improve your knowledge 
and help local wildlife. All our courses here are for adults over 18 years of age. 

www.hiwwt.org.uk 
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YOUR LOCAL TRADE PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, HEATING & 

ELECTRICAL NEEDS  

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT US: 
     Tel: 01256 880044   MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

 PLUMBING & HEATING SPECIALIST 

 Bathrooms & shower installations 

 Solar thermal installations and energy-friendly controls 

 Gas Safe and Oftec registered for peace of mind with 

gas and oil installations 
29164 

Serving the local community for 30 years 

Telephone: 01256 882309 

Email: adrian@awburt.com 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

mailto:admin@pscservices.co.uk
http://www.pscservices.co.uk
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Fun at the fair 

to help local 

cats 

Viables Craft Centre, Harrow 

Way, Basingstoke on  

Saturday 22 July 2017 from 

1.30pm to 3.30pm.  

It promises to be a fun-filled 

afternoon for all the family. 
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA. Reliable and affordable service. 

Friendly, experienced lady who cleans every corner. Ironing also available. 
References. Tel 07933 316989. mariacleaning@live.co.uk 

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER. Self assessment tax returns, 

arrears, claims, payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. 
Call 01256 882258 or e-mail david_hitchins@msn.com 

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, 

garden maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 07713 470223. E-mail 
rdam549@googlemail.com  

LOCAL INDEPENDENT CLEANER. Honest and trustworthy. Excellent 

service. Excellent references. Excellent rates. Tel 07407543891  

DOMICILIARY CARER. Mature female; DBS Certified; Public Liability 

Insurance. Patient and kind, offering personal care and assistance to the 
elderly in their own home. References available. Michelle 07776 255688. 

BRAMLEY AIRPORT TRANSFERS. We specialise in Airports, 

seaports, sporting events all with competitive rates, Fully Licenced cars & 
drivers. We also do local trips from village to village. Call/Text 07917 762625. 
bramleyairporttransfers.co.uk email bramleyairporttransfers@gmail.com  
  

JOB OPPORTUNITY Local gardener is looking for an assistant to help 

with growing seasonable workload, flexible hours available, no previous 
experience necessary. Please contact Graeme on tel:07955310046 or by 
email: graemedickinson@yahoo.co.uk for further details. 
 

ONE 2 ONE is a personal and business support service offering 

comprehensive virtual PA services and lifestyle support in the Reading area.  
Tel 07851 721879 / 80 www.one2onepals.co.uk 
 

WINDOW CLEANER. Need your windows cleaned or gutters cleared - 

one off or regularly? Local, reliable Window Cleaner (testimonials available). 
For a quote call Pete Owen on 07762 616600 or email:  
pjhcleaning@btinternet.com 

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
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881760  
882426 
882337 
  
882534 
465214 
882334  

07775 675869 
07554 430995 
07785 580456 
882798 
882798 
880903 

07867 547696 
882350  
 
882534 
882106 
101 
101 
880075 
882210 
882687 
882344 
882605 
882680 
882350  
883967  
0791 9990908 
880075 
 
07468 427684 
07940 212441 
881760 
881021 
01189332 379 
01189332106  
882351 
842662 
883551 
882334 
07996 045944 
882605 
882453 
880727 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments 
Basingstoke Gazette   
Brownies 
St. Leonard’s Church                             
Breach Lane Chapel 
Catholic Church 
Clift Surgery Patient Group 
Cricket Club (Sherfield) 
Cricket Club (ST & HW) 
 
Evergreens                    
Football (Junior)              
Happy Faces Playgroup 
Loddon Players 
Loddon Quilters 
Loddon Valley Link 
Lunch Club  
NWR   
Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk  
Police - Sherfield Park 
Poppies 
Post Office 
Rainbows 
Sherfield. Community Care Grp  
Sherfield on Loddon Fete 
Sherfield & District Gardening Club 
 
Sherfield Park Community Centre 
Sherfield Park Parish Council 
Sherfield & District Show 
Sherfield Village Hall  
 Caretaker/Bookings 
 Management Committee 
Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Green 
Short Mat Bowls 
Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
Stratfield Saye Village Hall 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting 
Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 
Toddler Group 0-5s  
Tree Wardens 
  
Village Green Volunteers 
Whist Drive  
Women’s Institute 
 

John Attwood 
Chris Horton 
Sue Handasyde-Dick 
See inside back page 
Geoff Belsham                            
Fr. Chris Rutledge 
John Darker 

Steve Dummer  
Steve Clarke (Chmn) 
Martin Turvey (Contact) 
Jean Berntsen 
Fred Berntsen  
Peggy Hutchins                         

Peter Francis  
Jacky Morgan     
(See back pages)  
Helen Belsham                           
Gill Fearon 
PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 
PCSO Krystof Nadvornik 
Natalie Larner 
 
Pam Luck 
Doreen Tosswill 
Bruce Batting 
Dan Farrow and 
Andy Morgan  
Candice Wright 
Joyce Bowyer 
Natalie Larner                                  
 
Wendy Gosden 
Ivan Gosden 
John Attwood 
Norman Stanley 
Penny Mayo 
Linda Bishop 
Sheila Campbell (Chair) 
Catherine Ryle (Clerk)              
Judith Sullivan                           
John Darker 
Cllr Diana Effiong 
Bruce Batting                         
Virgilius Vickers  
Christine Skillett                                                                
 

mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
https://webmail.tiscali.co.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=tiscali.co.uk&u=pip.ilene&url=http://www.bramleyairporttransfers.co.uk&urlHash=2.3505159298967826E-156#_blank
javascript:void(0);
tel:07955310046
mailto:graemedickinson@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.one2onepals.co.uk%3chttp:/www.one2onepals.co.uk
mailto:pjhcleaning@btinternet.com
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Loddon Valley Link Management  

Editor for the July edition - Jane Abrams 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 16th July 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee:  

Chairman: Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379 
(dgdawson@sky.com) 
Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559  
Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 (pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk) 
Rev. Stephen Ball 
Dr. John Williams 01256 882705 
(lawnfarm@aol.com) 
Howard Perkins 01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 
Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
(LynGiugovaz@gmail.com) 
Claire Osborne 01256 324458 
(guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk) 
Simon Boase 01256 881250 
(sibo999@gmail.com) 
Brian Archer 01256 882099 
(brianarcher@btinternet.com) 
Jane Abrams 01256 881188 
(jabrams2226@gmail.com) 

 

Benefice of Sherfield-on-Loddon and 
Stratfield Saye with Hartley Wespall 

Church Officers 

Priest in Charge:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, temporary email 
sb113lb@gmail.com) 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Monday) 
Assistant Priest:s  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
(sc.cedars@greenbee.net)  
Rev. Ken Batt 01256 351952 
Kenneth.batt@btinternet.com 
 
 

Curate (priest responsible for Bramley & Little 
London:  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  
Licensed Lay Ministers :  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 
John Williams 01256 882705 
Church Admin:  
Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
(lgoodall.work@gmail.com) 

 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, 
Sherfield-on-Loddon,  RG27 0JB  

Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Churchwarden: Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Treasurer: Dan Farrow 01256 882680 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
Organist: Brian Archer 01256 882099 

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Churchwarden: Dr. John Williams 01256 882705  
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Kerry Lynch 01256881168 
(kerry_lynch6@hotmail.com) 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link Management 
Committee cannot be held responsible for the 

reliability or quality of any goods, work or services  
in this publication. 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles Tel. 01256 880559 

 advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Deadline for ads. for next edition is the 10th of the month 

Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. 
Requests are dealt with in order.  

Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 
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mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:lawnfarm@aol.com
mailto:guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:brianarcher@btinternet.com
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:sb113lb@gmail.com
mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
mailto:lgoodall.work@gmail.com
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