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SERVICES IN THE CHURCH 
Christmas D. 4th January 

11.00 a.m. Holy Communion. 
6.30 p.m. Evensong. 

Epiphany I. 11th January 
8.30 a.m. Holy Communion. 

11.00 a.m. Matins. 
6.30 p.m. Evensong. 

Epiphany 11. 18th January 
11.00 a.m. Matins. 
12 noon Holy Communion . 
6.30 p.m. Evensong. 

Septuagesima. 25th January 
8.30 a.m. Holy Communion. 

11.00 a .m. .Matins. 
6.30 p.m. Evensong. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE REGISTERS 
FUNERALS 

Nov. 29. John Robert Scott. 
Dec. 1. Bertie William Steele. 

ALTAR FLOWER ROTA 
Jan. 4. Mrs. Willis. 

" 25 . Mrs. Bradley. 
Feb . 1. Mrs. Eglington . 

" 11. Mrs. Brashaw. 
" 18. Miss Barker. 

THE RECTOR'S LETTER 
Dear Parishioners, 

This is the first issue of the New Year and I 
wish you all a happy and prosperous 1959. The 
magazine has to be in the hands of the printers 
before most of the Christmas festivities in the 
parish take place, so it is not possible to write any
thing about them now. There is, however, no doubt 
that, if the pattern of years gone by is repeated , 
very many people will support the Church and 
Village Hall in the Christmas activities and in so 
doing will both give and receive pleasure and hap
piness which result from the spirit of goodwill and 
fellowship. 

A very sincere expression of thanks is given to 
Mr. and Mrs. Ruffel, the band, and all helpers who 
organized the dance held on 23rd November, in 
aid of the church heating. After all expenses had 
been met, a sum of £15, but for a shilling or two, 
was handed to the Hon. Treasurer of the P.c.c. 
In addition a donation of £5 was given at the same 
time. To this person and to all who gave prizes for 
the draw, etc., I am most grateful. Many people 
spent a most enjoyable evening and it is hoped to 
repeat this in due course. 

Meanwhile, on 30th January, the proceeds of the 
weekly whist drive will be given to the church 
heating fund. 

Yours, 

JOHN C. BRASHA W, 

Rector. 
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IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
Women's Institute, 2.30 p.m. 
Whist Drive, 7.30 p .m. 
Evergreen Club, 3.30 p .m. 
Whist Drive, Hall Committee, 7.30 p.m. 
Dance, 8 p.m. - 11.45 p.m. Bramley 
Football Club. 
Meeting of parishioners on sale, etc. , for 
church heating, 2.30 p .m. 
Whist Drive, 7.30 p.m. Sherfield Foot
ball Club. 

" 23 . Whist Drive, 7.30 p.m., Hall Com
mittee. 

30. Whist Drive, 7.30 p.m. Church Heating. 
31. Dance, 8 p.m. - 11.45 p.m. Sherfield 

Football Club. 

CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
The evening of 13th December was one of rain, 

at times very heavy, but that did not deter pupils 
and many of the staff of North Foreland Lodge 
from carrying out their programme of carol singing 
in many parts of the parish . Some of them were 
out again the next evening. 

The magnificent sum of £19 lIs. 2d ., which was 
collected, is ample proof of how much their carol 

singing was appreciated. This sum has been given 
to the Church Heating Fund and the P.c.c. is 
most grateful to the singers and the donors of the 
money. 

I hope the weather will be kind when some of 
the children of the Sunday School, with their 
teachers, sing carols during Christmas week. 

SALE AND WORKING PARTY FOR 
CHURCH HEATING 

Everyone and anyone - this means you - who 
is ready to give of their time and skill in making 
anything saleable is most cordially invited to a 
meeting in the Village Hall at 2.30 p.m., on 
Tuesday, 13th January. 

Please make a note now of the date, time and 
place. This meeting will give people an oppor
tunity of expressing their views and intentions on 
what each can and will do. It is suggested that 
many might like to meet every fortnight or so as 
a working party and enjoy a cup of tea and a bun. 
Such a meeting would enable people to meet and 
make or renew friendships. 



FOR 1959 
Spend no time in stating the qualifications of a 

man of virtue, but endeavour to get them. 
-Marcus Aurelius. 

You are not guilty because you are ignorant ; 
but you are guilty when you resign yourself to 
ignorance.- Mazzini. 

From a pure heart proceedeth the fruit of a good 
life.- Marcus Aurelius. 

~ need Thy Presence every passing hour, Lord, 
abIde with me.- Lyte. 

I do not ask to see the distant scene, one step 
enough for me ; Lead Thou me on. 

- Cardinal Newman. 
God be in my head 

And in my understanding. 
God be in my eyes 

And in my looking. 
God be in my mouth 

And in my speaking. 
God be in my heart 

And in my thinking. 
God be at my end 

And at my departing. 15th Century 

Random Recollections of Sherfield 
By A. P. BARKER 

Many of the houses in Sherfield now taken as 
granted simply did not exist: there was no North 
Foreland Lodge, no Dray ton House, only a small 
farmhouse where Sherfield Court now stands, no 
Redlands, no Alexandra Cottages, no Village 
Hall , no spire to the Church , no Council houses or 
Longbridge estate and, of course, no Ordnance 
Depot. All these came later and something of their 
history will be related in its turn. The Common 
was very different from the present wilderness as 
nearly all Commoners kept a horse, a cow or goats 
and there were large flocks of geese which made 
the turf green and well-cropped everywhere, but 
this state of things was unable to survive the com
ing of motor traffic. My father often used to say 
there were no organized games at that time though 
of a summer's evening there would be many games 
of single wicket cricket started all over the Com
mon the bowler having to field any strokes in 
front of the wicket as well as bowl till he got his 
opponent out and on occasions the Rector and his 
black retriever dog challenged others and almost 
invariably won as the dog did all the fielding 
bringing back the ball to hand sometimes result
ing in a run-out (one fielder only was allowed in 
each game beside the bowler). 

The Common at one time produced a consider
able amount of gravel and as there was no foot
ball the only winter's amusement was to slide on 
the flooded pits , tea-trays sometimes being used as 
toboggans down an icy bank on to the pond, the 
winner being the boy whose tray ran further than 
his opponents. 

The main road then ran past the front door of 
Sherfield Hall (or Sherfield Hill as it was formerly 
known) being later diverted after some legal 
difficulty to its present position by Baron Piggott 
who resided there. The strip of land between the 
two being planted out to provide privacy as well 
as protection from dust. 

The method of repairing roads then in vogue 
was to dump large masses of untreated gravel 
covering the whole width and leave such traffic 
as there was to grind it down until it was almost 
absorbed in the mud underneath . There were no 
bicycles in those days so that everyone not in pos- . 
session of a pony and trap had to walk while the 
only means of public transport was the carriers' 
covered van drawn by one horse which went 
periodically to Basingstoke returning with parcels 
and occasionally passengers. 

Footpaths were regularly used but now many 
of those than I often walked over as a boy are 
ploughed up or so seldom used that no one can 
say where they ran without reference to a map. 

Bird and animal life was much more abundant 
than it is now and more varied: who now going 
bird's nesting would expect to come across the 
nests of a sparrow hawk, a kestrel , a kingfisher or 
a lesser grebe, yet as a small boy I have found all 
these. The moat behind the Church was full of 
pike and other fi sh but how they were caught on 
trimmers must be related when sport generally is 
in its turn dealt with. 

To go back to the houses in existence in 1863, 
the Rectory occupied the site of Dray ton House. 
It was only a small place consisting of three bed
rooms, two sitting rooms and a kitchen, with one 
small outhouse for a pony and trap ; an extra two 
rooms were soon added, the cost being provided 
for by the sale of some large oak trees from the 
adjoining glebe. This continued till 1875 when my 
father, on his retirement as Rector, bought the 
house, a new rectory being provided in the village 
with the idea that it would be more convenient 
for the new Rector to live as near as possible to 
the centre of the population. In those days there 
was only two or three cottages a t Church End, 
a similar number in Wildmoor and never another 
house except farm buildings other than near, or 
around, the Common. 

The corner building at Church End was a 
flourishing blacksmith's shop owned and run by 
the Ruddle family. I can remember even now the 
smell of burnt horn as horses were shod, and my 
brother and I always loved to go there and help 
with the bellows which kept the forge glowing for 
the making of horse shoes. There, too, were made 
the iron hoops which we boys trundled to the 
village and back along the main road without any 
fear of being run over by cars as would be the 
case nowadays. 



For Chemists Sundries 
Periodicals - Stationery 

Tobacco - Confectionery - Wools 

THE POST OFFICE 
SHERFIELD - ON - LODDON 

SIGHT -TESTING 
AND 

THE SUPPLY OF SPECTACLES 

Invalids Visited for Sight Testing 
Prompt Repair Service 

No Appointment eeded 

w. A. GITTOES 
Ph . c., M.P.S., M.I.C.O, 

QUALIFIED CHEMIST and OPTICIAN 

74 CHURCH STREET, Basingstoke 
TelEPHONE 810 

TELEPHONE 99 Establ ished 63 Years 

GRIFFIN BROS. LTD. 
(BASiNGSTOKE) 

, 

BEEF and PORK BUTCHERS 

Provisions Cooked Meat Specialists 

Make rs of the 

Celebrated Basillgstoke POI·k Sausages 

17 and 19 CHURCH STREET 

BASINGSTOKE 

E~ E~ & A. SEAL 
For the Finest Flowers, Fruit, Vegetables 

and Service 

19 WOTE STREET, Basingstoke 
TelEPHONE 32 

MRS. M. A. RAPSON 
OFF - LICENCE 

WATNEY'S WHITBREAD'S MANN'S 

ALES and STOUT 
Large Selection 01 Wines and Spirits . 

4 Reading Road, Basingstoke 
Phone 531. Near Bus stop . 

TCDMERS 
COAL 

ANTHRACITE 
COKE 

BOILER FUEL 

WALDORF BUILDINGS, WOTE STREET 
BASINGSTOKE 

TELEPHONE 194 

AGENTS FOR <fs!~ 

HERE IS YOUR CAR! 

DOMESTIC and 
FUEL OILS 

Morris, Austin, W olseley 
Riley and M.G. 

One 01 our Agencies produce 
just the model you require 

BODYWORK AND MECHANICAL REPAIRS 
A Routine Service - A Major Overhaul 

Re-Shaping a damaged wing - or 

Re-building and Painting Complete 
WE ARE SPECIALISTS 

CALL AND SEE US 

W. W. WEBBER Ltd. 
15 LONDON STREET, BASINGSTOKE 

TELEPHONE 456 

FOR SERVICE 
AND SECURITY 

Deposit your Savings in 

THE THAMES VALLEY 

TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANK 
Local Office: 9 WOTE STREET, BASINGSTOKE 
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