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D ear Friends  

Since moving here in 2015 and trying to fit 
everything we own into this house, I have 
promised myself again and again that I will get 
down to decluttering.  We have far too much 
“stuff”.  Sadly, I will be moving on to retirement 
at the end of May.  It is earlier than hoped for 
because my recovery from the head injury I 
sustained four years ago has plateaued and it is 
clear that the time is right to let someone else take 
up the reins here.  This means that we really do 
need to declutter now.    

For 20 years of our married life we lived in an 
Anglican family based religious 
community.  During that time we owned 
nothing.  It is utterly amazing to me how much we 
have gathered since then over the last 26 years.  I 
look at it all and ask myself, “Why do we need so 
much stuff?”  At a clergy conference a 
few years ago a workshop leader asked 
us a question as an icebreaker.  I’ve 
never been keen on icebreakers but I 
do remember the question.  “If your house was 
burning down and you only had time to grab one 
or two things, assuming your family was safe, what 
would they be?”  Good question.  What is it that is 
really important to me?  My answer would be, 
photographs, wallet and guitar.  Come to think of 
it, all my photographs are stored online now, 
everything in my wallet can be replaced and, 
though I love my guitar, it is not really worth 
risking my life for.  

As we declutter we have to ask, “Why do we have 
this, when did we last use it, and do we still need 
to keep it?”  It is a really simple question but, 
having gathered so much “stuff”, remarkably 
difficult to process.  If the house simply burned 
down the choice would be made for us but, as it 
is, we have to choose.  

This morning (on the day I write) I found myself 
thinking about my father.  He was also a Minister 
and had no desire for possessions beyond those he 
needed to live.  What he did have was a vast store 
of knowledge and understanding.  I used to 
regularly draw on this source and on his 
wisdom.  On the day he died I remember standing 
by his bed and thinking, “all of that knowledge, 
apart from what is written in the books he 

authored and the sermon notes 
he left, is gone”.  In the end we 
can take nothing with us.  

For me that says an awful lot 
about the importance of 
possessions.  In the final analysis, we are just 
custodians and stewards until we die.  However, as 
Christians we have a greater hope than this.  We 
know that through faith in Jesus Christ and by our 
choice to follow him we have everything we need 
for our future and for eternity.  In order to live in 
this world, without being a burden on others and 
being realistic about what we truly need, it is ideal 
to have enough to live and enough to give.   

Beyond that everything else is cream on the cake, 
so to speak.  Over the years I have come to the 
conclusion that enough to live and enough to give, 
coupled with certainty about my future in Christ 

equals contentment.  Surely that is 
where life is in balance and the rest is 
about working to secure that same kind 
of equilibrium for others.  What can be 

more satisfying?    

Of course, I can only speak for myself but it is 
worth noting that contentment, even with very 
little, means rest for the soul.  Now, I am realistic 
enough to know that I will struggle with coming 
to this place but that is my aim, our aim.  It is 
worth stopping, especially with all the fragility 
surrounding us, to ask ourselves again what is 
really important in life and what is not.  Coming to 
a place of peace should deliver us from the 
struggles, or at least most of them, of having to 
have more than we actually need.  

As we continue in this lockdown and as our lives 
are shaped by both it and the economic fallout, it 
is going to be more important than ever for us to 
be at peace with who we are, what we have and 
how we meet the needs of those around us.  Every 
blessing to you all as we live through these next 
days and weeks.  May the peace of Christ be with 
you. 

Every blessing 

Stephen 

Email vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 

07943014277  

Minister’s Letter 

Enough to live 

Enough to give 
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The Loddon Valley Link is compiled and edited entirely by volunteers who live in the local community and take 
part in its activities. It is normally hand distributed by volunteer neighbours to over 2,000 houses across the 
parishes of Sherfield on Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Turgis. It is 
available online at loddonvalleylink.org.uk. We return any profits to the community in the form of grants, which 
amounted to nearly £3,000 last year. 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link aims to provide accurate information but the Management Committee cannot accept any liability in 
respect of errors or omissions. Any opinions expressed in articles are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Loddon Valley 
Link Management Committee. The Committee cannot be held responsible for the reliability or quality of any goods, work or services in this 
publication or on our website. The Editor's decision as to the inclusion and content of articles is final. If inaccurate, misleading or otherwise 
inappropriate information is brought to our attention, we will make every reasonable effort to correct or remove it as soon as possible.  

When you receive this February edition we will  
already have been in lockdown for over a month, 
with no early end likely. We hope you are keeping 
safe and well, and are finding things to keep you 
occupied and reasonably cheerful. We are all 
becoming increasingly used to Zoom, and 
organisations such as theatres, music groups and 
museums are innovating by making their 
productions and activities available online. I have 
signed up to a subscription with the National 
Theatre; they have a number of plays available and 
watching one of them is an excellent way of 
whiling away the afternoon. The Arts Society 
Basingstoke, who in normal times meet regularly 
in Sherfield Village Hall, is also maintaining its 
activities online with a series of lectures, and also a 
study day. You can see details of their programme, 
together with an account of the recent fascinating 
lecture on the Mexican artist Frida Kahlo, on p. 6).   

Other features this month include a remarkably 
innovative hand sanitiser by a local student (p. 37). 
details of available financial support for businesses 
as well as arrangements for voting in the May 
elections from Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council (p. 22), and some news from the Diocese 
of Winchester (p. 31). This includes details of an 
interesting study which shows the immense 
contribution church bodies make to the economy, 
not only by maintaining the buildings which are so 
important for our cultural heritage, but also by 
carrying out a huge range of voluntary activities. 
On this topic you can see details, with pictures, of 
the completed work to restore the bell tower at St 
Mary’s, Hartley Wespall (pp. 26-27). 

Thank you to Lisa Johnson for this month’s cover 
photo. We look forward to receiving your poems, 
stories, reminiscences and photos - please keep 

them coming. We’re also still 
looking for more editors. 

Let us have your feedback on the 
magazine by contacting the editor 
at: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk, and remember 
that you can support the Loddon Valley Link at 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/ 
causes/loddonvalleylink/. 

 

Jane Abrams 
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Sunday 7th February  Second before Lent 

10.00am Holy Communion Online 

Sunday 14th February  Next before Lent 

10.00am Morning Worship Online 

Wednesday 17th February  Ash Wednesday 

10.00am Holy Communion Online 

Sunday 21st February  Lent 1 

10.00am Holy Communion  Online 

Wednesday 24th February   

10.00am Lent Communion Online 

Sunday 28th February  Lent 2 

10.00am Together in Worship Online 

Wednesday 3rd February   

10.00am Lent Communion Online 

 

Services February 2021 

Online services  

All are very welcome to join the online services, please contact Stephen for details - 
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com. Children are welcome at all services but those in italics are 
particularly designed for them. 

Services in church 

A decision has been made that with the current lockdown the only responsible and 
comfortable course is to cancel in church services for the time being.  

   

   Parish Registers 
 

FUNERAL 

 

 Alastair John Rickwood    11th December 2020  St Leonards (Crematorium)  
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Catholic Services 
St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke. 

Public Worship Suspended 
Please call 01256 465214  

www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk 

Live-streamed Sunday Masses 9am, 11am  

Baptist Chapel Services  
 Breach Lane Chapel, Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416 

February 2021 

Thursday 4th 7pm Bible Study via Zoom 

Sunday 7th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

Sunday 14th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Thursday 18th 7pm Bible Study via Zoom 

Sunday 21st 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen with Holy Communion 

Sunday 28th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Every Tuesday 11am Mid-week Service 

Plus: 

 

It has been over a 
year since our special 
friend Oliver Warner 
passed away. Oliver's 
courage throughout 
his journey inspired 
the community and 
brought about a 
fundraising effort 
and togetherness 
which will be 
synonymous with his 
smile and bravery. 
Fundraising efforts 

are taking place to raise £30,000. 

As a school, we continue to be inspired by Oliver 
and his legacy. As part of this we want to create 

Oliver's Garden, a place for reflection and a place 
for the children across the school to learn or play 
in. Oliver's Garden will be designed to reflect 
Oliver's interests and life. He loved to be outside, 
whether it be playing, learning or in Forest School, 
he also enjoyed stories, adventures and being 
creative and we mustn't forget his love of Star 
Wars! 

To donate go to 
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/bramley-
school-olivers-garden? 

 - or contact Bramley School (a contact form is 
available on the Just Giving page). 

Christine Delve 

Oliver's Garden (Bramley School) 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
http://www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk
http://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/bramley-school-olivers-garden?utm_id=108&utm_term=jJKkeAEzj
http://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/bramley-school-olivers-garden?utm_id=108&utm_term=jJKkeAEzj


Page 6 

 

 

Latest Lockdown 

A re you wondering how to fill your day during 
the restrictions of another lockdown? Why 

not join one of our Zoom lectures? We are the 
Basingstoke branch of The Arts Society and we 
have moved our programme of monthly lectures 
on to Zoom during lockdown. We enjoy 
stimulating talks from Arts Society registered 
lecturers on a wide range of topics. We are inviting 
anyone who is interested to join us at these 
lectures which are live on Wednesdays at 10.45 
am. Lectures last for one hour and there is an 
opportunity to put questions to the lecturer at the 
end. 

Previous Lectures 

At Christmas we 
watched video clips 
from a Royal Ballet 
production of The 
Nutcracker whilst a 
member of their 
orchestra treated us 
to a unique glimpse 
of how things 
worked backstage.  

Our January lecture 
was ‘Frida Kahlo: 
Recollections of a 
Life on Canvas’. Given by Siân Walters, the lecture 
traced Frida’s life and works exploring themes of 
nationalism, proto-feminism, auto-biography and 
surrealism. 

Kahlo’s paintings offer a stunning visual record of 
the life of one of the 20th century’s most gifted 
and original artists. She was born in Mexico City in 
1907 and her works reflect a deep pride in the rich 
cultural heritage of her homeland, from its vibrant 
colours and decorative costumes to its indigenous 
mythological and religious traditions.  

It is the self-portraits which remain her most 
striking and memorable body of work; she herself 
explained that she painted self-portraits because ‘I 

know myself best’. They are 
not simply a record of her 
physical likeness, but also a 
vehicle for exploring the 
dramatic and often poignant 
events of her life as well as 
her family, her emotions, her 
body and her political 
sympathies. She suffered 
terrible injuries in an accident 
when she was young and her 
life was full of physical as well as emotional pain. 
In the portrait above the thorn necklace 
symbolises her suffering, the hummingbird hope 
and the cat evil. She painted it just after her 
divorce from the painter Diego Rivera, with whom 
she had a turbulent relationship; the monkey on 
her shoulder was a gift from him. 

She was highly regarded by the surrealists but she 
rejected that label for herself, saying that she 
painted her reality. She did not think her work 
would be generally popular - ‘I have done my 
paintings well but I think they will interest few 
people’. However, she now has a considerable 
following. In 2018 there was a major exhibition of 
her work at the Victoria and Albert Museum, and 
there have also been a film and a ballet depicting 
her life.  

Future Lectures 

On February 17th the lecture is ‘Fakes and 
Forgeries: the Art of 
Deception, given by 
a former specialist 
police detective, 
while on 17th March 
‘Agatha Christie - 
Queen of Crime’ is a 
biographical talk 
about this great 
crime writer who 
developed her talent 
for writing despite 
never having attended a proper school.  

(Continued on page 8) 

The Arts Society Basingstoke 

Self-portrait with thorn 
necklace and hummingbird 
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Please contact the Centre for more information on  
manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk or  

admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk (t) 01256 883967 

SHERFIELD PARK COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Reg. Charity No 1170953 

We had reopened for all of three weeks after the November lockdown be-
fore the announcement that Hampshire moved into tier 4 on Boxing Day 
which meant the Centre had to close its doors again. Sadly, as you read 
this, we have been in national lockdown for the whole of January. We so 
look forward to when we are able to reopen and resume all of our regular   
classes and community groups.  

In the meantime, please support them by joining in online and keeping in 
touch virtually. We are fortunate to have a great shop, Nisa Local, on our 
doorstep and also DBs Fish ‘n’ Chips and Smokin Street Food who can 
continue trading. We remain hopeful that we can tentatively plan for 
events later in the year. Fingers crossed as this year the Centre is 10 
years old! Please continue to follow government advice, stay safe and 
well. Best wishes,  Louise & Sarah. 

The Spotlight Food Hub continues to need 
support especially over winter. The 
Community Centre is a drop off point 
for donations which you can leave in 
the box outside the front entrance. 

Our Twelve Days of Christmas festive 
window display brightened up the Centre 
during December. Residents enjoyed 
looking forward to the unveiling of each 
window. Many thanks to the children and 
staff at Willowdene Nursery, our Craft 
Group, Beavers and Cubs, SPCA Trustees 
and our Parish Council for being so 
creative!  
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D o Not Worry (Matthew 6 26-27 and 33-
34) 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. 
Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 
Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or 
store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any 
one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? But 
seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well.  Therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each 
day has enough trouble of its own." 

Generous God thank you that, no matter what our 
circumstances are, whether we are living through 
moments of joy or moments of pain and 
everything in between, you are always present with 
us.  Thank you that, in Jesus you have conquered 
death and given us an eternal hope so that, at the 
end of our physical lives, we will be safe in you 
forever.  In this continuing time of uncertainty 
and worry, help us to trust in you and help us to 
share our confidence of your presence with us 
with others.  Make us channels of your peace and 
mercy.  

We continue to pray for everyone involved in the 
care of those suffering with Covid 19, especially 
those on the front line who put themselves at risk  

 

of mental and 
physical harm 
every day.  Keep 
them safe, we 
pray.  We pray for 
everybody who plays a part in keeping our society 
functional at every level.  Thank you for the 
encouragement and hope of the vaccine rollout 
and for all involved in the logistics of this 
operation.  Help all of us to play our part in 
keeping each other safe until the easing of 
lockdown can be achieved.  We pray for our 
government and for wise decisions both in terms 
of the Covid crisis and in terms of the Brexit 
crisis.  We especially pray for businesses affected 
by Brexit changes, that solutions to their 
challenges can be found rapidly.    

Finally, we remember all those who have died, 
whether from Covid or from other causes.  We 
especially pray for families who have lost loved 
ones, particularly where the current situation has 
prevented them from engaging in a normal grief 
process.  We pray for comfort and peace and that 
warm memories will replace anxiety and loss.  

In the complexity of our lives in this time, give us 
your eternal peace as we trust that you hear our 
prayers.  We ask all these things in the name of 
Jesus Christ who rose from the dead and reigns in 
glory.  Amen. 

Prayers for February 

The lecturer will be Jane 
Tapley.  

Study Day 

If you prefer to learn about 
a topic in more detail our 
Study Day on February 24th 

by Peter 

Medhurst entitled ‘Music in 
Art - Late Medieval to 
Baroque (c1480-1750) will 
discuss the theme of 
‘paintings inspired by music 
and music inspired by 
painting’. Peter Medhurst will 

view, discuss and analyse a range of magnificent 
paintings from the Late Medieval to the Baroque 
eras.  His analysis will include works by Geertgen 
Tot Sint Jans, Lorenzo Costa, Francesco Raibolini, 
Titian, Vermeer and Haussmann. Peter will 
discuss and analyse a range of magnificent 
paintings as well as giving us a live recital on a 
magnificent 18th-century organ.  

For non-members lectures cost £5 and Study 
Days cost £15. For more information on these 
and future lectures and to register for either of 
these events visit theartssocietybasingstoke.org.uk.  

Follow Us On Twitter: 
twitter.com/TheBasingstoke  

Follow Us On Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/The-Arts-Society- 
Basingstoke-100482031870805/  

(Continued from page 6) 

Page 9 

 

theartssocietybasingstoke.org.uk
twitter.com/TheBasingstoke
http://www.facebook.com/The-Arts-Society-%20Basingstoke-100482031870805/
http://www.facebook.com/The-Arts-Society-%20Basingstoke-100482031870805/


Page 10 

 

Page 11 

 

 

A s I’m writing this 
we are in 

Lockdown#3, so the 
library is only available 
for collection of Ready 
Reads (click and 

collect) and 
reservations. My crystal 

ball isn’t working at the 
moment, so I’m not sure if we 

will be slightly more open when you read this – please 
keep your eyes peeled for updates online and/or our 
Facebook page.  

If you want to learn something new over the next few 
weeks there are a number of courses available online as 
part of the ‘Learning in Libraries’ scheme. To find out 
more and to book a course visit the Hantsweb shop 
online on www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php?cat=369 
and click on ‘Online learning’ or ‘Online events’ (there 
are no face-to-face events running as yet). Be aware 
that you may need to download Zoom for course 
access. Online learning courses are in categories, for 
example learning something arty, or updating digital 
skills.  

The Ready Reads scheme is still up and running if you 
would like us to pick your books for you – if you would 
like to register, either ring 01962 454747 or go to 
www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/service
s/ready-reads to fill in the online registration form. You 
can specify particular genres such as crime, romance or 

biographies, as well as choosing how many books you’d 
like for both you and/or your children.  

If you want a specific book, then you can choose those 
by reserving them. Did you know that we have a 
Spydus app where you can search the catalogue and 
reserve a book from the comfort of your own home? 
Best news – it's free! 

Hampshire Library offers a Home Library Service to 
support those who cannot visit a library due to  
ill-health, disability, or caring duties. If you do not use 
the Home Library Service but are taking additional 
health precautions, Ready Reads selections and 
reservations can also be collected on your behalf. Go to  
www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/ 
services/access-for-all/homelibraryservice to find out 
more, or ring 01962 454747. 

Please remember that joining the library is FREE, the 
Ready Reads and Home Library Service are FREE, and 
our e-offerings through BorrowBox and RBDigital are 
FREE! 

We are currently open on the following days: 

Tuesday:  10 am – 4 pm 
Wednesday:  10 am – 1:30 pm 
Friday:   10 am – 4 pm 
Saturday:  10 am – 4 pm 

 
Chineham Library Team 

 Greetings from Chineham Library!  

 

Area Lead Volunteer/Co-ordinator Services Offered 
Community Base or 
Organisation 

Bramley 
Beckie Bethall 07427 434042 / 
d.bethell@virgin.net 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Welfare Checks 

Clift Meadow Pavillion 

Sherfield on Loddon 
Jan Holden 07780 661606 
jan.holden@btconnect.com 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Telephone 
Befriending 

Sherfield on Loddon 
Support 

Sherfield Park 
Dawn Wright (01256 959150)  
dawn@inhouse-catering-solutions.com 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Food Parcels 

n/a 

Stratfield Saye 
Mandy Atkinson 01189814538 
admin@tadleycommunitycentre.org.uk 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Food Parcels 

Tadley Community 
Centre 

Local Volunteer Contacts 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php?cat=369
http://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/services/ready-reads
http://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/services/ready-reads
http://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/services/access-for-all/homelibraryservice
http://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/services/access-for-all/homelibraryservice
mailto:d.bethell@virgin.net
mailto:jan.holden@btconnect.com
mailto:dawn@inhouse-catering-solutions.com
mailto:admin@tadleycommunitycentre.org.uk
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Take a look at our new kitchen! 

It’s taken several years of planning and applying 
for grants to be able to start work on the kitchen 
extension. In October 2020, building work began.  

The old kitchen had outlived its useful life and 
needed updating, as we regularly heard from those 
who used it.   

Under the eagle-eyes of our architect and trustees, 
and through two lockdowns, our hard-working 
builders completed on time. 

New equipment was 
installed and 

existing 
appliances re-
used where 
possible. As 

you can see 
from the 

photographs, we 
now have a modern facility which is easy to use 
and keep clean, and meets current health and 
safety requirements. 

 

 

We’re very excited about our new kitchen, and 
upgraded bar. We would like to thank everyone 
who has contributed in any way to help us to 
achieve this. 

We shall open the new amenities to all our 
groups, clubs and societies as soon as we possibly 
can.  

We’re planning cooking demonstrations, a variety 
of new courses, new business facilities and lots 
more.  If there’s an activity you would like to see 
at your Hall or if your business could make use of 
our improved facilities, please let us know at: 
friends@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk  

We look forward to welcoming you back into the 
Village Hall as soon as we can. 

To contribute towards the upkeep of this 
beautiful Village Hall, an essential asset to our 
village, please take up the ways below and please 
also see the back page.  Thank you. 

`At the heart of our community for over 100 years’    Reg. Charity 272385 

Sherfield Village Hall Matters 
Looking forward to a better 2021!   

Covid 19 closure means we still very much need to fundraise 

1. Buy tickets for Basingstoke & Deane Community Lottery. Win £25,000!  
https://www.bandcommunitylottery.co.uk/support/sherfield-on-loddon-village-hall  

2. Shop with Amazon Smile and choose to donate to Sherfield Village Hall 

3. Buy £5 ‘Bricks in Time’ or make a donate.  Reach our JustGiving page at:   

http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/   

For your future online bookings, visit www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 
Tel. 07468 427684        Email: wendygosden@hotmail.com  
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T he Village Green Volunteers work has been 
limited again by Covid-19 restrictions but 

while they were able the volunteers contributed to 
the Christmas decorations in the Village.  They 
put up the Christmas tree with lights at the 
crossroads and reindeer on the Jubilee Pond 
island. 

The “Happy to Chat” bench (on Goddards Lane) 
was repaired and repainted. Another bench 
dedicated to Mr Jewers has been refurbished. 

Many thanks to Mr Jewers' 
daughter for reimbursing the 
Parish Council for the wood 
used to revamp her dad's 
bench. 

A metal trip hazard by the 
football pavilion was 
removed and the gate to the 
burial ground (next to St Leonard’s churchyard) 
repaired.  

As well as these projects, the volunteers planted 
eight trees around the green - three alders on the 
green opposite the War Memorial, three spindle 
trees by Golden Pond to replace those damaged 
during the SSE works, a lime on the corner of the 
Plantation and a golden elm by the concrete path.   

Already planted by the volunteers are 100 whips 
of different varieties (from the Woodland Trust), 

which will be transferred to new hedgerows and 
individual trees when they have grown enough to 
be transplanted.  The Parish Council continues to 
replace chestnut trees along the Bramley Road as 
necessary. 

During the past year, the volunteers have planted 
wildflowers on the green: foxgloves, primroses, 
pink campions, ragged robin, bladder campion 
(white), alkinet, pilosella aurantiaca (fox and cubs).  
The lysimachia was replanted next to Jubilee 
pond.  

Pamela Darker, on behalf of the Village Green Volunteers 

Village Green Volunteers 

mailto:friends@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/
http://www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
mailto:wendygosden@hotmail.com
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Home & Garden Services-Sherfield is a 
local company that specialises in providing 

value for money solutions for all of your 
home and garden improvements, 

maintenance and repairs. One off jobs - big 
or small - and regular maintenance services 
to keep your property and garden in good 

order 

Fully insured  

Best prices - All work guaranteed 

Home 
Household Repairs 
Patios  -  Painting 
Plumbing - Paving 

01256 358870 
07825 685923 

Garden 
Scarifying 
Rotovating 
Trimming 
Mowing 
Aquatics 
Maintenance 
Fencing 

Tree 
Surgery and 
Seasoned 
Logs 

www.hgs-sherfield.co.uk 
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Meeting dates 

T he next Parish Council meetings will be held 
on Tuesday 9th February 2021 and 9th 

March 2021. Unfortunately due to the current 
situation they remain online. 

Cllr Joyce Bowyer has resigned as a Parish 
Councillor from the Parish Council. Our thanks 
go to her for all her work as a Parish Councillor. 

Speed sign 

Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council has 
purchased a speed sign with the assistance of a 
grant from Police and Crime Commissioners 
Office. When the Parish Council is able to do so it 
will be placed around the Village. Permission for 
location sites has been sought and approved by 
Hampshire Highways.  

Proposed Parking Restriction - Bramley Road 
Crossroads 

Basingstoke and Deane is currently consulting on 
the Traffic Order for the Bramley Crossroads,  

 

which introduce no waiting at any time restrictions 
at the crossroads of Bramley Road and Reading 
Road (see map below). Any objections and 
representations in respect of this proposal must be 
sent in writing to the Local Government and 
Litigation Team by Saturday 6th February 2021.  
Objections may be sent by email to the following 
address: engineering@basingstoke.gov.uk.  All 
objections must state the grounds on which they 
are made. 

 

Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 01256 842662  

Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 

 

 Update from Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 

mailto:engineering@basingstoke.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk
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F irstly, can I say that I hope that all residents in 
the area and safe and well. Tier 4 restrictions are 

in place and are likely to be with us for a while yet. So 
please learn the rules and follow them. Keep yourself 
and those around you safe and get inoculated as you 
have the opportunity. 

There is sombre news in that there is now a temporary 
mortuary operating in Winklebury due to pressure on 
the four major hospitals in the Hampshire region. We 
can only hope that it will be significantly under-
utilised. 

On the council front at Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council progress is being made on "Smarter 
Ways of Working". An overdue revamp of the Deanes 
building is proposed to respond to the higher levels of 
home working and the need for improved front office 
service and access for the public. Moving out of the 
Parklands building will make office space available for 

leasing, bringing in vital rental to 
support services to residents. 

Full council elections are 
scheduled for May on the new 
three member boundaries. The 
government has just said that they 
still hope to hold them in May, but it is possible that 
due to Covid they could be put back to June or July. I 
am still intending to stand down from the Council at 
that point but will hang on until then. It has been a 
privilege to have served the community since I was 
first elected in 1992 with a slender majority of 92 but 
having intended to stand down in 2019, it seems to be 
as hard to get off the Council as it was to get on. I 
hope the councillors who follow me enjoy the 
satisfaction that I had in serving the community. 

Roger 

Cllr.Roger.Gardiner@basingstoke.gov.uk  

N one of us wanted to be here. This new 
strain of COVID-19 is spreading rapidly 

across all parts of the country though and – 
following scientific advice – HM Government 
took the difficult decision that it is safer to close 
down schools until the virus is under control. 

My wife and I – like many of you – are juggling 
home schooling my two daughters whilst keeping 
up our usual work schedules – so I wholeheartedly 
understand the challenges this decision presents 
parents with. 

Throughout the pandemic, children’s education 
has been a key priority for me. As part of the 
government’s commitment that no child is left 
behind, I am pleased to confirm that a million 
laptops and tablets will be delivered to schools 
across the country, for those who need them. To 
date, over 560,000 devices have been delivered to 
councils in England, with our students here in 
Hampshire benefitting from well over 1,500 
devices. This – backed up by the distribution of 
over 54,000 4G Wi-Fi routers and updated remote 
education requirements for schools – means 

children should now be 
benefiting from hours of high
-quality remote learning a 
day. 

This crisis is unprecedented, as is 
the vaccination programme we are seeing rolled 
out across the United Kingdom. It is the largest 
our country has ever seen and the Prime Minister’s 
announcement that 15 million people – the over-
70s, healthcare workers and those required to 
shield – should have been offered a vaccination by 
mid-February shows the vast scale to which our 
NHS is working. So far, we have vaccinated more 
people in the Britain than in any other European 
country. 

We are beating this deadly virus back and we will 
get there before long. We have all sacrificed so 
much so far – but the day is darkest before the 
dawn. 

As ever, if I can help you, please drop me a line to: 
email@ranil.uk. 

The contents of this column are correct as of 12th January 
2021.  

Ranil Writes  

Borough Councillor - Cllr Roger Gardiner 
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Parcel thefts 

The current lockdown, resulting in an increase in 
online shopping, is an opportunity for thieves to 
steal parcels left outside homes by couriers. 
Consider the following to reduce the risk of 
doorstep theft:  

 Track your parcel to ensure someone is 
home for the delivery 

 Arrange for your parcel to be delivered to a 
trusted neighbour if you are going to be out 

 Use an offsite locker service for frequent or 
expensive items - these parcel boxes are 
normally in busy, safer places rather than 
secluded areas 

 Consider installing a video doorbell; this 
can be connected to your mobile so you are 
notified immediately of any delivery 

Parcel delivery  

It’s important to be wary of emails informing you 
of undelivered parcel 
attempts, especially a 
package that’s 
supposedly from 
Royal Mail, with links 
contained allowing 
you to reschedule 
your package delivery.  

Criminals are experts 
at creating spoof 
emails that use the 
official logo and branding of trusted organisations 
to trick you into taking urgent action by clicking 
on links without close inspection. Please also be 
aware of an increased risk of phone calls and texts 
claiming to be delivery companies.  

Protect others from falling for this scam by 
forwarding scam emails to 
report@phishing.gov.uk and texts to 7726.  

Self-Assessment Tax Return Scams  

Criminals are known to take advantage of the Self-
Assessment deadline to panic customers into 
sharing personal or financial details.  

If you receive an unexpected call, text or email 

claiming to be from HMRC then it 
could be a scam. Do not respond or 
click on any links.  

Contact HMRC directly, using a number you have 
used before to check the communication is 
genuine.  

 

Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service: Safe and 
Well visits  

Safe and Well is a 
person-centred 
home fire safety 
visit based upon 
an individual’s 
health needs, 
behavioural 
factors and home 
environment.  

Hampshire Fire 
and Rescue 
Service is able to 
provide advice, 
support and 
guidance to 
individuals 
(including partner agencies responsible for 
providing care and support services) in the 
reduction and management of presenting fire 
risks.  

During a Safe and Well visit, officers will:  

 Assess fire safety in every room in the 
property  

 Identify and make occupants aware of the 
potential fire risks in their home  

Crime Prevention Bulletin from Hampshire Constabulary 
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 Make sure occupants know what to do in 
order to reduce or prevent these risks  

 Discuss a night-time routine that will help 
keep occupants safe at night  

 Help put together a household escape plan  

 Ensure occupants have working smoke 
alarms, install where necessary, and advise 
on maintenance and testing  

 Issue fire retardant bedding, furniture 
throws and nightwear where needed  

 Give basic advice on topics such as falls 
prevention  

For further crime prevention advice please visit 
www.hampshire.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For further details see: 

www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-rural-east/ for Bramley, Sherfield 
on Loddon, Hartley Wespall, Stratfield Saye, Stratfield Turgis 

www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-east/ for Sherfield Park) 

This map is populated with data submitted by local forces. The location of the hotspots shown on 
this map has been anonymised.  

Please note that not all crimes that occurred can be shown on the map.  

Further information on how the crime data on police.uk is collected, anonymised and published can 
be found at www.police.uk/pu/about-police.uk-crime-data/. 

 

Crime Figures for November 2020 

Sherfield Park 

Sherfield-on-Loddon, Hartley Wespall, Stratfield Saye and Stratfield Turgis 

mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk
http://www.hampshire.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/
http://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-rural-east/
http://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-east/
http://www.police.uk/pu/about-police.uk-crime-data/
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Voting safely at next year’s elections 

O n Thursday 6 May 2021 residents in Basingstoke 
and Deane will go to the polls to have their say 

on who represents them in the Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council, Hampshire County Council and 
parish councils. There will also be an election for the  
Police and Crime Commissioner. 

While these elections may not be until May, 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council is already 
making plans to help residents stay safe while casting 
their vote and is keen to remind people of the options 
available to them. 

There are a number of ways people can have their say 
during the elections: 

 vote in a polling station 

 by post 

 or by appointing someone you trust to vote on 
your behalf, which is known as a proxy vote 

The borough council’s electoral registration officer 
Rebecca Emmett said: “This is an opportunity for 
people to have their say and we have already starting 
planning now so that however residents choose to cast 
their vote in May, they can do so safely. We are putting 
arrangements in place to help people stay safe at the 
polling station but we also want to remind residents 
that they have the option to vote by post or proxy and 
applying to do this is very simple.” 

Residents must be registered to vote to have a say at the 
elections. For more information and to apply for a 
postal or a proxy vote visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/postal-proxy-voting or call 
01256 844844. 

Financial support delivered to borough’s 
businesses 

Vital financial support has been delivered to businesses 
that were affected by COVID-19 restrictions at the end 
of 2020. 

Over £1 million of funding has been given to 
businesses forced to close as a result of the second 
round of national restrictions between 5 November and 
2 December 2020, through the Local Restrictions 
Support Grant. 

Alongside this, a further £29,000 of funding has been 
paid to wet-led pubs who make most of their income 
from selling drinks rather than food. A further 
£196,380 has been paid to 118 businesses through the 

council’s discretionary funding scheme, the Additional 
Restrictions Grant. 

There is still time for businesses to apply for payments 
from the Local Restrictions Support Grant (for closed 
businesses). This includes any non-essential retail, 
hospitality and leisure businesses that were forced to 
close between 5 November and 2 December 2020. 

Two new funding schemes have also been launched 
much-needed support for local businesses. This 
includes the Local Restrictions Support Grant (open 
businesses) which covers the period of Tier 2 
restrictions from 2 December to 25 December 2020 
and the Local Restrictions Support Grant (closed 
businesses) which is available for businesses affected by 
Tier 4 restrictions between 26 December and 8 January 
2021. 

Eligible businesses should have received an email with a 
reference and passcode number and they will be have 
been asked to confirm their details are still correct. 
Payments would then be made within three to five 
working days. If businesses did not receive an email by 
15 January 2021, they should get in touch with the 
council by email at rates@basingstoke.gov.uk. 

The Local Restrictions Support Grant (closed 
businesses) scheme will remain open. This support will 
continue from 9 January 2021 for every 14-day period 
while the borough is subject to a national lockdown or 
Tier 4 restrictions. In addition to this funding, retail, 
hospitality and leisure businesses will also be entitled to 
cash grants worth up to £9,000 depending on the 
rateable value of their premises. The council will 
distribute this funding once further guidance on 
eligibility has been received from the government. 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council’s Cabinet 
Member for Finance and Service Improvement Cllr 
Hannah Golding said: “I am pleased that we have been 
able to distribute over £1 million of further funding to 
support businesses during the restrictions implemented 
at the end of 2020 and I would urge any business that 
hasn’t applied yet to do so. 

“I would like to thank all businesses across the borough 
who have helped to prevent the spread of COVID-19, 
particularly the new strain which spreads incredibly 
quickly, by continuing to follow the government 
guidelines.” 

For more information on the support available and 
eligibility criteria, businesses should visit 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/local-restrictions-support-
grant     

  News releases 
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The bell tower consists of a stone vestry surmounted by 
wooden ringing and bell chambers on top of which sits 
a wooden spire. The ringing chamber is clad with clay 

tiles and the spire 
by cedar shingles. 

An inspection in 
early 2018 revealed 
very severe wood 
rot due to damp 
affecting a 
considerable 
amount of timber 
in the ringing 
chamber; there 
was also evidence 
of active 
woodworm. The 
spire shingles were 
also in a very poor 
condition. 

 

 

A structural survey was carried out to assess the work 
required, the cost of which which amounted to 
£62,000. 

As bats live 
inside the 
church the Bat 
Conversation 
Trust were 
concerned that 
some may live 
in the tower. 
Morning and 
evening surveys 

proved they were 
roosting behind 
the tiles on the 
ringing chamber. 

Our Church funds 
stood at £21,000 
and so fund-
raising took place 
including 
applications for 

grants. This was very successful and so work 
commenced in mid-September 2019. 

The first task was to remove the tiles from all four walls 
of the ringing chamber to expose the damaged timbers. 
Because of the known presence of bats a specialist had 
to monitor the removal of each tile in case a bat was 
roosting behind it. Approximately 4,000 tiles were 
removed but only three bats were found; two common 
pipistrelle and one whiskered. The presence of three 
bats added a further £4,700 to the overall costs. 

With the exposure of the timbers it was discovered that 
the damp and infestation was much more severe than 
previously anticipated. This resulted in additional costs 
of £15,000. 

The treatment and replacement of the damp timbers 
and treatment of the woodworm could now take place 
before the tiles on the walls of the ringing chamber 
were put back. This process was once more monitored 
by a bat specialist to ensure they were fitted to allow 

bats to roost behind them 
again. 

The final task was to replace all 
of the spire shingles. The 
scaffolding was removed in 
mid-December and the church 
was handed back. 

With fees for the surveyor, 

structural engineer and 
the Bat Conservation 
Trust in addition to the 
fee for the contractor 
the overall cost was 
£91,500. Thanks to 
substantial grants from 
the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, Hampshire and 
the Islands Historic 
Churches Trust and very 
generous local donations 
sufficient funds were 
raised to cover this 
amount. 

St Mary’s Hartley Wespall: Restoration of  the Bell Tower 

Damp damage to main corner support of ringing 
chamber showing concrete infill from previous 
repair 

Above and right, the inside 
ringing chamber before 
treatment 

New shingles on the spire 

Right, the completed bell tower 
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Christmas seems a long time ago but we thought you would like to see some of the beautiful decorations done for benefice churches, and 
also the light displays in Sherfield Park.. 

 

Christmas 
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Sherfield Village Hall 

Sherfield Park 

Sherfield Park or Sherfield Village Hall 
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Meeting Dates 

S herfield Park Parish Council continue to meet 
remotely, with the next meeting on 

Wednesday 10th February at 7.30pm. The agenda 
and supporting items will be available on the 
Parish Council Notice Boards and website, no 
less than five days beforehand. Please email the 
clerk with any issues and/or details to join the 
meeting remotely. 

Sherfield Park Parish Council Grants 

The Parish Council sets aside an annual budget to 
be awarded in grants to organisations for projects 
that will be of benefit to the residents of our 
Parish. The following grants have been made in 
2020: 
The Hub Youth Club based at Sherfield Park 
Community Centre - £3,359  
Victim Support - £50 
Chineham RFC - £2,000  
St Leonards Church - £300 
Sherfield Park Community Association - £792 

Basingstoke Spotlight - £1,755 towards the cost 
of youth activities 

Bramley C of E Primary School - £1,000 towards 
the cost of Oliver’s Memorial Garden 

For information on grants from Sherfield Park 
Parish Council, please visit the Finance section at 
www.sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk or email 
the clerk directly at 
clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

COVID-19 
Following the Government announcement on 
Monday 4th January 2021 England is now in 
national lockdown, which means you should stay 
at home except for limited reasons. For more 
information go to www.gov.uk/guidance/
national-lockdown-stay-at-home. Vulnerable 
residents who need additional support and do not 
have family or friends to help should call the 
Hampshire Coronavirus Support Helpline on 

0333 370 4000 to register.  

New Councillor 

Sherfield Park Parish Council welcomes John 
Noakes, who was co-opted as a Councillor on 
Wednesday 13th January. John was the very first 
resident at Sherfield Park and brings a wealth of 
public sector experience to the role. 

Car Crime at Sherfield Park 

Some individuals have recently been seen 
throughout the estate checking car doors both 
with and without scanners.  If you can, the best 
place for your vehicle when not in use is in your 
garage. 

Ensure your vehicles are locked when unattended 
and keep the keys (including spares) in a metal 
container. If you see anything suspicious and 
have CCTV footage, please do not post it on 
social media before checking if the police wish to 
use it. If you see a crime taking place please call 
999. Do not confront the criminals - consider 
switching your house lights on, or setting off your 
panic alarm (if you have one) to scare them off. 
Crime can occur at any time, not just in the early 
hours, so remain vigilant and look out for each 
other. 

A Thank You to Santa and His Elves 
Sherfield Park Parish Council wishes to 
acknowledge and thank Santa (you know who 
you are!) and his merry elves, who worked so 
hard around Sherfield Park to bring Christmas 
fun and cheer to families during the festive 
season.  

Sherfield Park Parish 

Tracy Hamer, Clerk & RFO to Sherfield Park 
Parish Council 

January 2021 

Page 31 

 

The House of Good 

I n recent days 
there has been a 

great deal of airtime 
given to the use of 
Salisbury Cathedral 
as a vaccination 
centre, with patients 
being treated to a 
recital on the 
cathedral organ 
while they wait.  

The Diocese has 
drawn our attention to a report on the economic 
and social value of church buildings in the UK. 
The report is published by the National Churches 
Trust website, and the research was carried out for 
the Trust by social impact and value specialists 
State of Life.  For the first time the study 
quantifies the economic and social value of all 
church buildings to the UK - not just the bricks 
and mortar but the welfare and wellbeing they 
create in our communities. The study found that 
church buildings create £12.4 bn in value per year. 
This figure includes the market value of the events 
and activities that take place inside church 
buildings, and also impacts that are harder to 
measure – such as the huge wellbeing benefit from 
the different activities and services provided inside 
church buildings. These activities include food 
banks, youth groups, drug and alcohol support 
clinics, after-school care. and mental health 
counselling.  

The impact of Covid-19 has made the social value 
of church buildings even more relevant.  Despite 
having to lock down, some 89% of churches 
continued providing local support – from online 
worship to delivering shopping to isolated or 
vulnerable people. Churches set up a wide range 
of new services during the Covid-19 lockdown., of 
which the most popular were: reaching out to 
isolated or vulnerable people; online worship; 
telephone befriending; shopping and delivery of 
essentials; and online support groups.   

The findings show that the UK’s church buildings 
are not just Houses of God. They are also Houses 
of Good – good that we risk losing, and may 
never be able to replace if they do not get the 
financial support they need. The summary and full 
reports can be downloaded at 
www.houseofgood.nationalchurchestrust.org/. 
They are useful tools to support any  any funding 
applications you are making or intend to make! 

Hampshire & the Islands Historic Churches 
Trust 

Hampshire and the Isle of Wight is blessed with 
over 900 fully functioning churches, chapels and 
meeting houses dating from the 7th to the 20th 
century, many of which have historic and 
architectural significance. 
These churches, which are 
often in beautiful settings 
contributing to the 
landscape, contain much 
local and national history, 
heritage and interest, but 
upkeep and new facilities 
are expensive.   

The Trust supports 
churches with grants, and 
St Mary's Stratfield Saye 
and St Mary's Hartley Wespall have both recently 
benefited. (You can see details of the work done at 
St Mary's Hartley Wespall on p. 26). Funds are 
raised through membership subscriptions and 
donations and there is also a generous grant from 
Hampshire County Council, but a major element 
of fundraising is the Ride and Stride programme.  

This is an sponsored annual event in which you 
travel around visiting as many churches as you 
wish on foot, horseback or by bicycle, scooter, 
canoe, bus or classic car, exploring and enjoying 
the countryside. The 2021 Ride and Stride is on 11 
September 2021. 400 churches are due to be open 
so there are plenty to choose from for your visits. 
See hihct.org.uk/ride-and-stride/ for further 
details. 

 News from the Diocese 

http://www.sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home
mailto:www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home
http://www.houseofgood.nationalchurchestrust.org/
https://hihct.org.uk/ride-and-stride/
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Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

   Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website: www.molegone.co.uk 
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W ith January over there 
are signs of spring 

already appearing in the 
garden.  The snowdrops are 
flowering and many other 
bulbs are beginning to 
shoot.  The ground is still 
too wet for much serious 

work on the flower beds and the lawn, and it is better to 
avoid compacting both until the weather is a bit 
warmer.  Planning for the growing season, ordering seeds and 
plants and finishing off all the winter clearing up will pay 
dividends later in the year. 

Here are some jobs for February: 

Spread well rotted manure or compost on the vegetable beds 
and cover selected areas with polythene sheets to start 
warming up the soil. 

If you have a greenhouse sow onions, tomatoes, leeks and 
peas. 

Prepare vegetable seed beds and sow some vegetables under 
cover starting with lettuces and other salad crops, radishes, 
carrot and chards. Continue sowing in succession during the 

spring and summer months to ensure a 
regular good supply and avoid gluts. 

Onion sets are cheap and widely available 
and planting can start now if the weather is 
good. 

Rhubarb should be mulched, covered over 
and forced as and when new shoots start 
to appear. 

Seed potatoes are now available on line or in garden 
centres.  These should be ‘chitted’.  The seed potatoes are 
placed in a tray in a warm spot and in the light.  Shoots will 
slowly appear and the potatoes can them be planted. 

Broad beans are planted for the following summer. 

Prune any winter-flowering shrubs that have finished 
flowering. 

Divide bulbs such as snowdrops towards the end of the 
month and plant those that need planting 'in the green’. 

Cut off last year’s leaves on hellebores to make the flowers 
more visible.  Do not compost the leaves. 

Cut back deciduous grasses left uncut over the winter and 
remove dead grass from evergreen grasses. 

February in Your Garden 

S amuel, a Year 10 student at Sherfield School, 
has developed an intelligent hand sanitiser 

robot out of Lego that dispenses hand sanitiser 
without the need to touch the bottle and gives you 
just the right amount, reducing waste. It even says 
‘thank you’ at the end. 

After researching existing designs, he got to work 
developing his own robot. He programmed it 
through a Lego Mindstorms intelligent brick. It 
works using cameras at the back so that when you 
put your hand under the ultrasonic sensors the 
rotary motor spins to create the movement 
required to dispense the sanitiser. Samuel has 
programmed the sensors to sense your hand from 
7cm away to avoid having to touch the robot. 
Here is a link to a short video of Samuel 
explaining how the robot works - 
youtu.be/A00jr90msA0. 

Samuel has worked on this in his own time and 
during Sherfield School’s Robotics Club. It now 
sits proudly in the entrance hall at Sherfield 
School for students and staff to use. The Robotics 
Club is based on Lego Mindstorms; students build 
and programme robots to complete tasks with the 

ultimate aim of entering competitions around the 
country. For more information about Lego 
Mindstorms, visit www.lego.com/en-
gb/themes/mindstorms/about  

Ben Marshall, Head of Design & Technology, 
commented “at Sherfield School we champion 
innovative problem solving projects like this. 
Samuel has worked extremely hard to develop the 
product through research and hours of testing, in 
order to make it a high quality reliable product.”  

Local student builds hand sanitiser robot 

youtu.be/A00jr90msA0
http://www.lego.com/en-gb/themes/mindstorms/about
http://www.lego.com/en-gb/themes/mindstorms/about
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West Green Road  
Hartley Wintney  

RG27 8LP 
 

Open June (date varies) to late September for Pick 
Your Own and Picked fruit, vegetables and flowers 

including Strawberries, Tayberries, Currants, 
Gooseberries, Raspberries, New Potatoes and 
Asparagus; local Honey, Free Range Eggs and 

Homemade Jams and Ice Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, and to place orders or 

visit  www.westgreenfruits.com 
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N ational Lockdown Updated  

National HCC guidance and details of key 
services are available via the links below. Hampshire 
waste recycling centres and country parks remain open 
but residents are urged to stay local.  

www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/coronavirus/ 
general-advice 
www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/coronavirus# 
impacted-services 

Police and Crime  

The Police and Crime Commissioner’s annual survey 
asked residents their views on the policing precept of 
the council tax, and whether they would agree to an 
increase to support policing across Hampshire, the Isle 
of Wight, Portsmouth and Southampton.  

Following the announcement that Police and Crime 
Commissioners would have the flexibility to increase 
the policing precept by up to £15 a year for a Band D 
property for 2021/22, wider consultation was 
undertaken and residents were encouraged to give their 
view. See www.hampshire-
pcc.gov.uk/transparency/money/council-tax/your-
view-policing-precept-2021-2022.  

The Chief Constable and her team have made a 
compelling operational case for investment in policing 
through an increase in the council tax. An increase of 
up to 7.1% (29p week based on a Band D property) 
would enable the force to build on what has been 
achieved during the last year, take the fight to criminals 
and start to reduce crime. An increase would enable: 

 the early recruitment of 50 new police officers 

 targeted operational policing to take drugs and 
weapons off our streets 

 an increase in further prevention work, 
including diverting young people away from 
crime 

 an investment in forensic capability to enable 
officers to get evidence to bring more offenders 
to justice 

 continue investment in police officer wellbeing 
to improve productivity even further 

The consultation survey has now closed; the 
Commissioner’s proposal for the policing precept will 
be presented to the Police and Crime Panel on 29 
January 2021.  

Local Transport Plan for 
Hampshire 

Hampshire County Council is asking 
for your views on the vision, desired 
outcomes and guiding principles 
behind a new Hampshire Local 
Transport Plan.  This is the start of a 
conversation to help develop a new transport strategy 
and plan. 

Since 2001, Hampshire’s Local Transport Plan has set 
the objectives, policies and strategy for transport across 
the County, helping people to maintain their quality of 
life and go about their daily business. Seven years have 
now passed since the Plan was last updated, and there is 
a need to review outcomes and design principles in the 
changed context of new technologies, the pandemic, 
increased focus on active lifestyles and the challenges of 
climate change.  

You are invited to influence the early development of 
the new Local Transport Plan by sharing your views on 
these emerging considerations: 

 vision: what will our transport system look like 
in 2050? 

 outcomes: what are we trying to achieve in 
terms of climate change, economy, the 
environment, and society? 

 guiding principles: how we will change the way 
in which we plan and deliver transport? 

To view more information and leave your feedback, 
visit: 

www.hants.gov.uk/transport/localtransportplan 

The deadline for submitting feedback is 24 February. 

Ash dieback 

The link below gives some helpful guidance for people 
who have ash trees in their gardens and on their land 
on their responsibilities and options for dealing with 
ash die back disease. The message if you have ash trees 
is not to panic but to seek expert advice, especially as 
there are some healthy ash trees which, as well as being 
a vital habitat for birds and insects, may have a natural 
resistance to the disease. Seeds from them could be 
used for replanting schemes.  

www.hants.gov.uk/en/landplanningandenvironment/ 
countryside/ash-dieback-disease 

Hampshire County Council Update: January 2021 

Cllr Rhydian Vaughan, Calleva Division  

http://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/coronavirus/general-advice
http://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/coronavirus/general-advice
http://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/coronavirus#impacted-services
http://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/coronavirus#impacted-services
http://www.hampshire-pcc.gov.uk/transparency/money/council-tax/your-view-policing-precept-2021-2022
http://www.hampshire-pcc.gov.uk/transparency/money/council-tax/your-view-policing-precept-2021-2022
http://www.hampshire-pcc.gov.uk/transparency/money/council-tax/your-view-policing-precept-2021-2022
http://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/localtransportplan
http://www.hants.gov.uk/en/landplanningandenvironment/countryside/ash-dieback-disease
http://www.hants.gov.uk/en/landplanningandenvironment/countryside/ash-dieback-disease
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During the very 
difficult times we 
are living in, there 
have been many 
examples of how 
people have 
looked after each 

other and shown kindness. Equality and respect is 
important and makes life better for everyone. 
Sadly though there have still been incidences of 
hate crime. People can be reluctant to report hate 
crime even though the effects can be devastating 
and long lasting, but making a report can increase 
their confidence and wellbeing and help tackle 
challenging attitudes and prejudice. 

If you've experienced an act of violence or 
hostility because of who you are or who someone 
thinks you are, you may have been the victim of a 
hate incident or hate crime. Hate incidents and 
hate crime happen because of prejudice or 
hostility based on the victim’s disability, race, 
religion, sexual orientation or transgender identity. 
For example, you may have been verbally abused 
by someone in the street because you’re disabled, 
or someone thought you were gay. 

Hate incidents can take many forms. Here are 
some examples: 

 verbal abuse like name-calling and offensive 
jokes, harassment or threats 

 bullying or intimidation by children, adults, 
neighbours, or strangers 

 hoax calls, abusive phone or text messages, 
hate mail 

 online abuse for example on Facebook or 
Twitter 

 discriminatory literature or posters 

 harm or damage to things such as your 
home, pet or vehicle 

 graffiti or arson 

 

 

A hate crime is “any criminal offence which is 
perceived by the victim, or any other person, to be 
motivated by hostility or prejudice based on a 
person's actual or perceived race, religion or faith, 
sexual orientation, disability, or transgender 
identity”.*  

The law considers hate incidents and hate crime to 
be particularly serious. 

What can you do about a hate incident or crime? 

If you’ve experienced a hate incident or crime you 
can report it to the police: 101 or True Vision 
(www.report-it.org.uk/). You can also report a 
hate incident or crime even if it wasn’t directed at 
you. For example, you could be a friend, 
neighbour, family member, support worker or 
simply a passer-by. When reporting the incident or 
crime you should say whether you think it was 
because of disability, race, religion, transgender 
identity, sexual orientation or a combination of 
these things. This is important because it makes 
sure the police record it as a hate incident or 
crime. 

We understand that some may not be comfortable 
visiting a police station or find the experience 
daunting. As an independent charity providing 
free, confidential advice, we operate as a Hate 
Crime Third Party Reporting Centre to overcome 
these barriers. We can help and support people to 
report hate crime. People can remain anonymous 
and don’t have to contact the police if they don’t 
want to. 

 If you have a problem, please contact us to see 
how we can help. 

Call us on 0300 3309 064  

Chat online: citizensadvice.org.uk/contact-us 

Website:   www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk 

Or search on the National Citizens Advice 
website www.citizensadvice.org.uk 

* definition agreed by the police and the Crown 
Prosecution Service. 

Hate crime 
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Solutions on p. 44 

Puzzle Page 

Tricky  www.sudokuoftheday.com 
A step-by-step guide to solving this puzzle can be found on the web site  

ACROSS 
1 He wrote "Call me Ishmael never"? 
Wrong: not the case (6,8) 
9 See explosive new version of Ring 
opera (9) 
10 Box I put in space before fire (5) 
11 Mountains in America enclosing river 
and a lake (5) 
12 A gorilla requires time to adjust to 
this beast (9) 
13 Very preoccupied with ex-pupil's 
letter to editor (8) 
15 Finds drugs and nicks a great many 
(6) 
17 Oriental woman has no love for 
young Greek male (6) 
19 Run a cold shower – it's boiling in 
here! (8) 
22 Encouraged characters in need to 
rally after earthquake? (9) 
23 Scout in South Africa needed 
underwater breathing apparatus (5) 
24 Heron found in region round 
Dartmoor, chiefly (5) 
25 Awful din is made by cleaner, one 
states (9) 
26 Soldiers may take a dip here (9,5) 
  
DOWN 
1 Show self-confidence and keep school 
principal waiting (4,2,4,4) 
2 Tries again to run through 
"Unfinished" (7) 
3 Old coins belonging to Tolstoy's 
heroine? (5) 
4 Woman's weight rising – a billion (US) 
kilos! (8) 
5 One leaves a man with yen to be 
unaccompanied (6) 
6 I left soldier in the pub, being 
unreasonable (9) 
7 Boat's pilot perhaps showing hesitation 
(7) 
8 Extremely rude stage musical upset 
ambassador (14) 
14 To some extent, the matter involves 
shake-up of art foundations (9) 
16 Reticules forbidden to ugly old 
women, according to Spooner (8) 
18 For him, it's more difficult to keep 
nothing? (7) 
20 Soundly regret wounding remark? 
Nonsense! (7) 
21 After university pleasant fellow joined 
children's organisation (6) 
23 Fast writer (5) 

Set by Alberich (Crossword 10) - 
alberichcrosswords.com 
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New President 

Alf McCarthy has handed over the role to our 
Gareth Lewis. The club wishes him well for his 
presidency  

Review of the Year 

The icing on the cake of all our activities at the 
end of 2020 was that, at very short notice, we, 
along with the other Rotary Clubs in North 
Hampshire, were asked to help the local GP 
practices with setting up the coronavirus 
vaccination hub at Chineham, and with  
marshalling patients.   

All our social activities have been cancelled. Our 
formal events such as Charter Night, Presidents 
Night and Charity evening didn’t happen.  Most of 
our fundraising has come to an abrupt end but 
prudently we did have some funds tucked away 
that we could put to good use. 

So did we achieve anything worth mentioning? 

We helped Mencap sell some of their produce - 
which raised much needed money for them. More 
importantly we helped Mencap fund the 
replacement of their dying van without which they 
would not be able to function. 

We also helped Besom replace their van. 
Besom in Basingstoke provides a free service 
linking those who want to give time, money, 
things or skills and those who are in need. It 
ensures what is given is used effectively. For 
example, someone may be refurbishing a room 
and have good quality furniture to donate. Besom 
give it to someone who has been homeless and is 
moving to an empty new home.  

We purchased equipment for Helping Hands for 
the Blind allowing them to continue running the 
community radio station from volunteers' homes.  
Helping Hands is an essential lifeline in normal 
times but this year many more people have learned 
about, and benefited from, the work of this great 

local charity. 

We supported the Spotlight food bank both 
financially and with drivers to help deliver food 
parcels.  Rotarians also helped Inspero, which 
promotes healthy eating through food growing 
and cooking programmes, deliver their food 
parcels. 

We have again supported Age Concern with their 
social therapy groups. We continue to support 
Lend with Care, a microfinance charity which 
enables people in the UK to make small loans to 
entrepreneurs from poor communities around the 
world. This charity changes lives by lifting people 
out of poverty by financing loans for them to start 
their own businesses. 

Against all the odds we managed to set up a pop-
up restaurant to provide Christmas lunch for the 
clients and volunteers of the Camrose Centre who 
do wonderful work caring for the homeless in the 
borough. 

During the year we received three 
grants totalling £5,000 from 
Foundation towards our projects, 
including A Healthier Hampshire in a Heartbeat. 
We are raising funds to finance the provision of 
equipment for Basingstoke Hospital to treat a 
debilitating heart condition called Atrial 
Fibrillation, which whilst a little known condition, 
affects large numbers of the population. 

The equipment will cost approximately £60,000 in 
total, towards which we have to date raised 
£18,000. Our Rotary target is £30,000 with the 
balance being funded by a matched grant. You’ll 
find more information on our website:   
www.rcbd.org.uk. There is still a chance to donate 
- go to: www.gofundme.com/f/a-healthier-
hampshire-in-a-heartbeat.   

So how did we do in 2020? We think we made the 
best of a difficult year!  

Rotary News and Review of  the Year 
Contacts: Helen Ricketts: helen@highpathway.co.uk or                                                 
     Paul Temple: tempaul45@gmail.com 

https://www.sudokuoftheday.com
alberichcrosswords.com
http://www.rcbd.org.uk
http://www.gofundme.com/f/a-healthier-hampshire-in-a-heartbeat
http://www.gofundme.com/f/a-healthier-hampshire-in-a-heartbeat
mailto:helen@highpathway.co.uk
mailto:tempaul45@gmail.com
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N WR enjoyed a different Christmas party in 
December – via Zoom.  Some of us dressed the 

part in various amusing costumes, especially hats!  We 
pulled our own crackers and shared the terrible jokes 
and the useless gifts.  We even performed a short 
pantomime organised by our ‘amdram’ expert – an 
amusing version of ‘Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarves’ set to rhyme written by Richard Coleman.  
Some of us read Christmas themed readings and we 
also took part in a Christmas quiz which was a mix of 
easy fun questions and more serious ones.  For 
example, in Anglo-Saxon, what does Mistletoe mean?  
Is it a) Dung Twig, b) Love Berry, or c) White Branch?  
Most people would probably opt for Love Berry, but in 
fact the answer is Dung Twig! 

2020 was an extremely challenging year for us all, and 
for the many groups and organisations which provide 
us with friendship, fun and interest.  It is important to 
keep supporting all these groups so that they are still 
there for us when life eventually returns to normal in 
the not too distant future.  

NWR nationally celebrated its 60th anniversary last year 
and we were lucky to be able to attend two tea parties 
in February before Lockdown 1.  It seems like a very 
long time ago now!   Sherfield NWR has been in 
existence since 1982 and we have tried to keep going 
with research/discussion topics via email, quizzes via 
Zoom, outside meetings at The Coffee Shop which 
opened in early August, and garden ‘parties’ with 
restricted numbers and distancing.  At least two of us 
caught the dreaded Covid in April, but fortunately were 
not hospitalised, and since then we have all kept well.   

At this time we would 
normally be planning our 
meetings for the new 
year, but not knowing 
exactly when we’ll be 
allowed to meet properly 
again is difficult.  We are 
already behind on 
celebrating our theme 

countries, Poland and Finland, and this year we have 
Spain to add to the list.  Hopefully we can catch up 
later in the year and celebrate with traditional food and 
drink!   

We will of course continue with our email topics as 
they have been very popular with virtually all of our 
members.  A very interesting one that we did last year 
was writing about what our parents did during the 
Second World War, whether they were on active service 
or children, and how it affected them.  This tied up 

with the celebrations for VE Day in 
May. 

Currently we are taking part in a fun 
email activity – writing three ‘facts’ about ourselves, but 
one is a bluff!  We have to guess the bluff for each 
person and then all will be revealed via Zoom, plus 
talking a little about one or both of the true facts.  They 
are all so believable, that it is proving a hard task! 

If you are looking for friendship, do please consider 
getting in touch with me at gillfearon@hotmail.com.  
You are welcome to join in with our activities such as 
they are at the moment, until we are able to meet 
properly.  We welcome all women and sometimes we 
include husbands or partners in our social events, such 
as evening rambles with a pub meal or our popular 
safari supper. Participation at meetings and events is 
entirely at the level you desire, there is no pressure to 
take part.  It costs £25 per annum to belong and you 
are entitled to three free ‘normal’ meetings before 
deciding whether to join. 

Best wishes to everyone for 2021 and hopefully we’ll all 
be vaccinated very soon and able to enjoy life to the full 
once more.  Take care and stay safe! 

Gill Fearon 

    National Women's Register 
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Puzzle Solutions  

STRATFIELD SAYE VILLAGE 

HALL 
 

 

 

A small, attractive and traditional hall in New 
Street, Stratfield Saye 

Ideal for children’s parties and functions 

Ample parking 

To view or hire, contact Linda on:  

(01189)332106 

St Leonard’s Church Room is 

available for hire 
The Church Room attached to St Leonard's 
is a light modern space with kitchen (Food 

Hygiene Rating 5), and toilet facilities. 
Suitable for business and community group 

meetings or parties. Large car park.   

For more information about hiring please 
contact:  

admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk   
01256 882788 
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The Chambers of Commerce help to make 
businesses become more successful, by 

providing them with networking 
opportunities, business support and advice, 

as well as a great range of products and 
services.  

The Hampshire Chamber is currently 
running a number of workshops on 

managing and developing businesses for the 
post-Covid world.  

For more information contact the Hampshire 
Chamber 01329 242420, at 

info@hampshirechamber.co.uk or by 
completing the contact form at 

www.hampshirechamber.co.uk/contact-us/ 

Contact the Basingstoke Chamber on 01329 
242420 or at 

lisa.hall@hampshirechamber.co.uk  

 

mailto:admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk
mailto:info@hampshirechamber.co.uk
mailto:www.hampshirechamber.co.uk/contact-us/
mailto:lisa.hall@hampshirechamber.co.uk
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Advertisers' Index 

Building and Property Services 
P. 

Access4Lofts 36 

Croudace Homes 18 

Millbrook Building Solutions 46 

Business Services  
 

Worting House 35 

Computers  

Andmore Consulting 36 

SoL Computers 45 

Education 
 

Basing Tutors 46 

Willowdene Nursery School 9 

Funerals 
 

Ash Brook Independent Funeral Directors 39 

Haven Memorials 9 

Jonathan Williams 32 

Spencer & Peyton 9 

Garages 
 

SuperSpray BodyShop 18 

The Garage at Sherfield 39 

Health, Fitness and Beauty 
 

Bramley Osteopaths 29 
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Gwynne Dental 19 

HIPP Pilates 50 

Italdent 45 

S B Physiotherapy 25 

Spine Team Chiropractic 43 

The Salon 24 
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Bob Berry Fencing 34 
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The Shop in Sherfield on Loddon 25 

Wellington Farm Shop 10 

West Green Fruits 35 
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Authentic Travel 29 
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Rector:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, email  
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Tuesday) 

Assistant Priest  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
sc.cedars@greenbee.net  

Curate (priest responsible for Bramley and  
Little London):  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  

Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
lgoodall.work@gmail.com 

 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, Sherfield-on-
Loddon, RG27 0JB  
Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Treasurer: Peter Martinson 07952 873274 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453  
rosyhannah@hotmail.com 
  

Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye  

with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and Bramley - Church Officers 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
    

All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles 
Tel. 01256 880559 

advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
 

Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month 
Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. 
Requests are dealt with in order. 
Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 

Editor for the March edition - Simon Boase 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 14th February 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee 

Chair and Editor: Jane Abrams  01256 881188  
jabrams2226@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 
advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Editor and CTO: Simon Boase  
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com 

Editor: Howard Perkins  
01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 

Chiara Ziamin 
chiara.zamin@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 

Rev. Stephen Ball 01256 881071 
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 

Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
lyngiugovaz@gmail.com 

Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379  
dgdawson@sky.com 

Louise Grainger  01256 883967   
manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

                              

Loddon Valley Link  
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Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments Karen Ross  842662 

Basingstoke Gazette Chris Horton 882426 

Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr Chris Tomlinson TBC 
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr Nick Robinson 07585 578295 

Brownies sherfieldbrownies@gmail.com 

Breach Lane Chapel Geoff Belsham 882534 

Catholic Church Fr. Chris Rutledge 465214 

Clift Surgery Patient Group TBC - 

Cricket Club (Sherfield) Steve Dummer 07775 674869 

Cricket Club (Stratfield Turgis  
and Hartley Wespall) 

  

 Captain Manoj George  07552 114188 

 Contact Martin Turvey  07785 580456 

Evergreens Jean Berntsen 882798 

Happy Faces Playgroup Viv Allway and Alison Smith 880903 

Loddon Players Peter Francis 07867 547696 

Loddon Quilters Jacky Morgan     882350 

Loddon Sports Junior Football Club Fred Berntsen 882798 

Lunch Club Helen Belsham 882534 

NWR Gill Fearon 882106 

Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 101 

Police - Sherfield Park PCSO Adam Steel 101 

Poppies Natalie Larner 880075 

Post Office Sherfield on Loddon 882210 

Rainbows Pam Luck 882687 

Sherfield Community Care Grp Basingstoke NeighbourCare 423855 

Sherfield on Loddon Fete Bruce Batting 882605 

Sherfield & District Gardening Club Dan Farrow 882680 

  Andy Morgan 882350 

Sherfield Park Community Centre Louise Grainger 883967 

Sherfield Park Parish Council Tracy Hamer 07778546477 

Sherfield & District Show Richard Elphick 07768004820 

Sherfield Village Hall     

 Caretaker/Bookings Wendy Gosden 07468 427684 

 Management Committee Ivan Gosden 07940 212441 

 Trustee   Nick Robinson 07585 578295 

Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council Karen Ross 842662 

Sherfield Village Green Volunteers John Attwood 881760 

Short Mat Bowls Norman Stanley 881021 

Stratfield Saye Parish Council Louise Webb 07771 727547 

Stratfield Saye Village Hall Linda Bishop 0118 933 2106 

Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting Sheila Campbell (Chair) 882351 

Toddler Group 0-5s TBC    

Tree Wardens John Darker 882334 

  Cllr Diana Effiong 07796 045944 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
mailto:lgoodall.work@gmail.com
mailto:rosyhannah@hotmail.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:perkinsthekeep@gmail.com
mailto:chiara.zamin@gmail.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
mailto:sherfieldbrownies@gmail.com
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DRIVING INSTRUCTOR, SHERFIELD PARK Semi retired , 26 years experience, very patient, 
good with nervous pupils.  Good pass rate.  Covers Bramley, Sherfield , Chineham.  Reasonable rates. 
Contact Graham 07806469963/barney0729@icloud.com 

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced, local lady 
who cleans every corner. References. Tel 07933 316989 or e-mail mariacleaning@live.co.uk  

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, payroll, self
-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, re-wires, 
lights etc.  No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, jce.morris@outlook.com   

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden maintenance. Tel 
01256 882696 or 0784 230 3366. E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com 

HYPNOTHERAPIST APHP ACCREDITED Hypnotherapy can help with: quitting smoking; 
weight; stress/anxiety/fears/phobias; confidence; reducing depression…and more. Free 30min 
consultation. Call 07793050047 or email: noeleen.hornby@personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net; 
www.personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net 

ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 words. Anything from lost cats to small services. 
Just drop an email to:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
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I t goes without saying that 2020 was a very difficult 
year for most of us. 

Indeed, the pressures of being forced to spend time 
together because of lockdowns and social distancing 
measures, job worries, financial strains and the inability 
to access support from family and friends have 
contributed to a very tough year with many people  
re-evaluating their lives and relationships. 

Sadly, for many the coronavirus pandemic has proved 
to be the catalyst for couples to go their separate ways 
and file for divorce with perhaps Christmas arguments 
being the last straw. 

If you are thinking about separating from your partner 
your first port of call should be to get some legal advice 
from one of our Family Law solicitors. They are on 
hand to offer you support and get you through the 
divorce process. 

At Phillips, we know only too well that it can be a 
deeply emotional, upsetting and difficult time. 

We are here to give advice that you can trust, 
particularly when it comes to your children, home and 
sorting out your finances. 

Our solicitors will listen to your concerns and discuss 
your options, letting you know what your rights are, as 
well as those of your former partner. 

We can also assist you through 
family mediation if you prefer, 
through Haymarket Family 
Mediation which is part of 
Phillips. 

For many people, mediation is a quicker and cheaper 
option for resolving family difficulties about children or 
finances than going to court. It empowers separating 
couples to make their own decisions together. 

Our objective is to help you as quickly and effectively 
as possible with the best outcomes for you and your 
family. 

Whatever the issue you face this New Year, we can help 
you and your family find a 
way forward. 

To find out more about our 
divorce or separation legal 
services please call Hayley 
Eachus on 01256 854633, 
email hayley.eachus@phillips
-law.co.uk or visit 
www.phillips-law.co.uk/
family. 

 Are you thinking of  divorce? 

I f you have been working from home at any time 
since March because of the coronavirus pandemic, 

you probably would have run up higher household bills. 

The good news is that HMRC is able to make a small 
contribution in the form of a tax break towards 
expenses such as for electricity and heating. 

To be eligible, you must be carrying out duties of your 
employment under homeworking arrangements. This 
means that you are regularly performing some or all of 
your duties at home. 

Where, as is often the case, it is not possible to calculate 
the extra costs, then a claim for £26 per month (£18 
per month prior to 6 April 2020) for monthly paid 
employees or £6 a week (£4 per week prior to 6 April 
2020) can be made without having to justify the figure. 
This amount will not cover the cost of business calls, 
for which an additional claim can be made based on 
actual costs. 

HMRC has set up a dedicated online microservice 
which can be found by visiting www.gov.uk/tax-relief-
for-employees/working-at-home that will automatically 

apply the whole 2020/21 tax year's relief via your tax 
code.  

In fact, you can actually use it to claim just before this 
tax year too as the lockdown started on 23 March 2020 
– you just need to put that date in. You should be able 
to get a refund for the whole of this tax year, which 
started 6 April 2020 and two weeks extra on top.  

Should you have any queries 
about this or any other 
employment issues, please 
contact Jacqueline Kendal, 
who works in our Employment 
Law team at Phillips Solicitors, 
by emailing 
jacqueline.kendal@phillips-
law.co.uk or by calling 01256 
854626. 

For information about the services offered by Phillips 
Solicitors, please visit www.phillips-law.co.uk. 

When contacting Phillips, please mention the Loddon 
Valley Link. 

Tax break for homeworkers 

mailto:barney0729@icloud.com
mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:jce.morris@outlook.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
mailto:noeleen.hornby@personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net
mailto:www.personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
mailto:hayley.eachus@phillips-law.co.uk
mailto:hayley.eachus@phillips-law.co.uk
http://www.phillips-law.co.uk/family
http://www.phillips-law.co.uk/family
http://www.gov.uk/tax-relief-for-employees/working-at-home
http://www.gov.uk/tax-relief-for-employees/working-at-home
mailto:jacqueline.kendal@phillips-law.co.uk
mailto:jacqueline.kendal@phillips-law.co.uk
http://www.phillips-law.co.uk/family
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For more information, help or queries  

Please email: friends@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

Here  

for YOU! 

Please support your Village Hall during Covid 

Target - £20,000 
Quick and Easy Ways to Donate 

 JustGiving - Reach our JustGiving page to buy virtual 

bricks or donate.  Allow us to claim Gift Aid.   

http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/ 

 Bank Transfer -  The hall’s bank details are at 

http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/ 

 At the Shop - Leave an envelope with your name, 

contact details and cash or cheque made out to Sherfield-
on-Loddon Village Hall (in full please) 

THANK YOU 

http.//sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 
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