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Dear Friends 
 

H appy New Year to you all. I’m not quite 
sure when you stop saying that but 
since this is the first issue of 2020, it is 

my first opportunity to do so.  So, pausing for a 
moment to think about this statement, it is not hard 
to see that for some people it really will be an 
amazing year; a year of opportunities, new 
adventures and exciting discoveries, whilst for 
others it may feel quite daunting and uncertain, 
especially where there are real losses and lack of 
security. 
 

To those whose prospects look rosy and full of 
hope I say, go and live your life to the full, enjoy 
it. Reach out and seek to achieve your goals. I 
wish you all the best and pray God’s rich blessing on 
all you do. 
 

For those who are struggling a little more it’s worth 
reminding ourselves that life is full of joys and 
sorrows, that life is powerful and creative but also 
holds a measure of brokenness and darkness.  It is 
worth reminding ourselves that no matter what 
situation we are in God is still with us.  Remember 
that God never did say that he would take away the 
bad things in this life or that we would avoid pain 
and difficulties.  What he does promise is that he will 
be with us in every circumstance.  It is easy to feel 
blessed when times are good and it can be easy to 
feel abandoned in times of sorrow and despair.  The 
reality is that he is with us in our times of celebration 
and he is with us in our times of pain.   
 

Some people experience God’s presence at a spiritual 
level in the sense that they feel him close to them.  
Most people, however, don’t.  I know that my 
experience of feeling God close to me is inextricably 

linked with my relationship to 
those around me who offer their 
love, care and support.  The 
friendship of those around me is 
a gift from God and a sign of his 
love and presence made real 
through human interaction.  It’s 
worth noting that it is a blessing to be on the 
receiving end of such kindness but it is important to 

offer that kindness when we have the strength to 
do so, so that we can support each other and 
build a mutual sense of “God with us” in our 
daily lives. 
 

For those whose prospects are good this year I 
would encourage you to include in your thinking 
those around who need encouragement and 

support, so that the good that you are receiving can 
be shared with others.  Two verses of a song that we 
use in church sometimes express these values. 
 

Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
Pray that I may have the grace  
to let you be my servant too. 
 

I will weep when you are weeping; 
When you laugh, I’ll laugh with you. 
I will share your joy and sorrow 
til we’ve seen this journey through. 
 

May God give you peace and blessing whatever this 
year brings. 
 
Stephen 07943 014277 Email: 
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
 
The Servant Song by Richard Gillard © Copyright 1977 
Scripture in Song, a division of Integrity Music. 
Administered by Kingsway’s Thankyou Music.  

Minister’s Letter 

God is 

with  

us 

P ut 100g plain flour, 2 large eggs, 300ml milk, 1 
tbsp sunflower or vegetable oil and a pinch of 
salt into a bowl or large jug, then whisk to a 
smooth batter. 

Set aside for 30 mins to rest if you have time, or start 
cooking straight away. 

Set a medium frying pan or crêpe pan over a medium 
heat and carefully wipe it with some oiled kitchen 
paper. 

When hot, cook your pancakes for 
1 min on each side until golden, 
keeping them warm in a low oven 
as you go. 

Serve with lemon wedges and caster sugar, or your 
favourite filling.  

Once cold, you can layer the pancakes between baking parchment, 
then wrap in cling film and freeze for up to 2 months. 

Pancake recipe 

Page 3 

W elcome to the February edition of the 
Loddon Valley Link.  

Happy New Year. 

One of my favourite days of this time of year is 
Pancake day. This year it lands on February 25th which 
is a bit earlier than last year. I’ve snuck in a pancake 
recipe on the opposite page. It’s also Shrove Tuesday 
which leads to Lent and the 40 days leading to Easter 
(which is April 12th this year). I hadn’t realised the 
significance of the ingredients for pancakes but they are 
said to symbolise four points of significance at Easter 
and springtime of the year. Eggs signify creation, flour 
is said to be the staff of life, salt is for wholesomeness 
and milk symbolises purity. Enjoy. We’re planning to 
include some of your recipes this year so if you have 
any seasonal recipes send them in and we’ll include the 
best.   

2020 is also a leap year so Happy Birthday to all those 
youngsters born on the 29th February. 

After all the hectic Christmas festivities its nice to get 
back to ‘normal’ whatever that is.  Although this is a 
quiet time of year there’s still lots happening and we 
have another full edition for you.  

Reports from Santa’s reindeer trail last year looks like a 
great time was had by all and lots of money raised. P7. 

Our centre pages are all about the latest evenings 
entertainment from the Loddon Players. Sounds like 
another tour-de-force.    

Local art and artists feature on p16. 

Our local MP sets out his priorities on p13 and is 
visiting The Four Horseshoes on Friday 7th February 
to give you chance to ask any questions.  

St Leonards Coffee Club are celebrating their first year 
on p 20. 

Stratfield Turgis are holding their annual Village Social 
in the Wellington Arms again. P15. 

Hampshire County Council report from Rhydian 
Vaughan on p42. However this doesn’t mention our 
local library is faced with potential closure. P31.  

Our Cover photo this month is from Catherine 

Bartrum. Keep your photos 
coming in as we have our usual 
photo competition plus this year 
we’re planning on producing a 
calendar. Contributions and 
criticisms to the usual address. 
Editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  
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Editorial 

The Loddon Valley Link is compiled and edited entirely by volunteers who live in the local community and take 
part in its activities. It is hand distributed by volunteer neighbours to over 2,000 houses across the parishes of 
Sherfield on Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Turgis. It is available online at 
loddonvalleylink.org.uk. We return any profits to the community in the form of grants, which amounted to nearly 
£3,000 last year. 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link aims to provide accurate information but the Management Committee cannot accept any liability in respect 
of errors or omissions. Any opinions expressed in articles are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Loddon Valley Link 
Management Committee. The Committee cannot be held responsible for the reliability or quality of any goods, work or services in this 
publication or on our website. The Editor's decision as to the inclusion and content of articles is final. If inaccurate, misleading or otherwise 
inappropriate information is brought to our attention, we will make every reasonable effort to correct or remove it as soon as possible.  

Simon Boase 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/review/best-gadgets-making-pancakes
http://www.loddonvalleylink.org.uk
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Sunday 2nd Feb  Epiphany 5 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine                    Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Holy Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye 

10.30am Matins St James Bramley                

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Sunday 9th Feb  Epiphany 6 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine                    Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Morning Worship & Sunday Club St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

Friday 14th Feb   

4.15pm Messy Church Sherfield Park Community Centre     

Sunday 16th Feb  Epiphany 7 

8.00am Holy Communion                 St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley                

10.00am Holy Communion & Sunday Club St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.30am Morning Worship St James Bramley                

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Sunday 23rd Feb  Last of Epiphany 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am  Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Together in Worship St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

Weds 26th Feb  Ash Wednesday 

10.00am Holy Communion       St Leonard’s Sherfield  

10.30am Holy Communion       St James Bramley                

Sunday 1st Mar  Lent 1 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley                

9.00am Sunday@nine Cross House Bramley 

10.00am Holy Communion       St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye 

10.30am Matins St James Bramley                

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

 

Services February 2020 

Children are welcome at all our services. Services in italics are particularly geared to families. 
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Parish Registers 

 
BAPTISMS 

 

Sebastian Oliver George Moffat  24th November 2019    Sherfield 

Violet Margot Wilson    8th December  2019   Hartley Wespall 

 

 

Friday 8th 
February 2019 

Theme - God thinks 
you are incredible 

All welcome!   
4.15pm start, singing, dancing and parable then lots of fun craft followed by a 

tasty meal, finishing at 5.45pm  

PLEASE NOTE - IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU BOOK 

In order for us to plan catering and avoid wastage 

(and please advise of any food allergies).   

For more information and to book, please contact : 

Rosy Staines - rosyhannah@hotmail.com 

or on Facebook: messychurchsol 

at St Leonard’s Church Room 
on the first and third Friday mornings of each month. 

FEBRUARY DATES  
Friday 7th February and Friday 21st February  

Talks and activities start on time at 11am. £2.50 each 
towards venue hire and to include tea, cafetiere coffee and biscuits. 

We meet, chat, exchange ideas and include an activity, a short talk or demonstration.   
It is not exclusive to Church Congregations! All are welcome 

Everyone takes a turn to help its success. 
   

BEYOND THE COFFEE CLUB  
We are planning walks and a visit to Whitchurch Silk Mill and the Needle’s Eye Embroidery 

exhibition. 

These are all daytime activities during the week or at weekends. 

Enquiries email sheenaarcher@btinternet.com  Tel:01256882099 
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Breach Lane Chapel, Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416 

Baptist Chapel  

  

 
 

 

Sunday 2nd 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

Thursday 6th 7pm Bible Study in the Chapel led by Steve Smith 

Sunday 9th 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

Tuesday 11th 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 16th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen including Holy Communion 

Sunday 23rd 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

  6pm SENSE Contemporary Worship at St Andrew’s Methodist 
Church 

Tuesday 25th 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel 

Catholic Services 

St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke. 

Parish Office Open:  

Tuesday to Friday  
9.30 am-1.00 pm Tel.465214. 

Sunday Mass 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm  

FEBRUARY 2020  

A  suggestion from one of our readers was to 
look at what was happening this time of year 
at various points in the past. Here we go. 

Last year saw the reopening of the Wellington Arms in 
Stratfield Turgis after major refurbishment works. 

5 years ago we were commemorating the death of the 
Duke of Wellington with Brian Archer RIP in the 
editors chair. The Link went all colour. 

10 years ago the Rev Bob Politt was commenting on 
the 2nd big dump of snow  and record temperatures in 
Melbourne. We featured short backgrounds on the 3 
editors (I’m still here). St Leonards was busy raising 
money for the extension and we still had a police beat 
officer. 

15 yeas ago 
our editor, Sheena 
Archer was featuring the 
consultation about the 
new community centre 
at Taylors Farm. 
Sherfield won Best Village in Southern and South East 
England. The Loddon Valley Link was creating its own 
website. 

60 years ago the Rev JC Brashaw was at the helm 
focussing on the introduction of church heating. The 
cost of running the magazine was an issue with 
contribution of 1 1/2 d per week  requested. 

  

 

A View from the Archives 
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O 
n Saturday 14th 
December 
the Village 
Green 

Volunteers held 
their third 
Reindeer Trail. 

Despite blustery 
rain coming 
through early on the 
event was very well 
attended with over 300 
people braving the 
weather. Once the children 
had collected the maps they went 
off in search of the reindeer which had 
clues attached to them. The reindeer had been made by 
the volunteers and placed around the green. With their 
answers to the quiz they then visited Father Christmas 

who was waiting in 
his grotto for the 
children to 
collect their 
treat. There 
was great 
excitement 
in seeing 

and petting the animals from Millers Ark, 
which included miniature donkeys, pygmy 
goats, bantams and Cuni Cuni pigs.  

In the main marquee there were various 
activities for the children to enjoy with some 
adults joining in by trying to SPLAT THE RAT 
and BEAT THE BUZZER!! Also making a welcoming 
return was Song Circle and Friends who 
entertained us with magical Christmas 
Carols which added to the festive 
atmosphere. Many thanks to Louise 
Rayner and Mike Abrams.  

The volunteers were kept very busy 
serving refreshments including hot 
punch , bacon and sausage rolls 
supplied by The Shop. 

The volunteers would like to thank 
the following for sponsoring the 
event and donating raffle prizes.  

County Cllr Rydian Vaughn , 
Sherfield Parish Council, Taylor 
Wimpey, Bewley Homes, Mole Valley, 
Simmons and Son, The White Hart, 
The Four Horse Shoes, The Hair Salon, 

The Shop, Bramley 
Bakery, Sherfield Oaks 

Golf Club, Tidal Bay 
Golf, Sarah Tighe 
Interior Designs, 
Cllr Joyce Bowyer, 
David & Ilene 
Hitchens, Miller 
Plant, House 28, 

Sandhurst Marquees.  

Last but not least a 
huge thank you to the 

volunteers who helped 
before, during and after this 

event.  

We have sent a cheque to Solving Kids Cancer 
in memory of Oliver Warner for £661.00 .  

This year’s trail will be on 
the 12th December 

2020.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope to see 
you there. 

Vanessa Attwood & Anna McGeough. 

Reindeer Trail 
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Psalm 121 

“I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 

My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 

He will not suffer your foot to stumble; he who watches over 

you will not sleep. Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel 

shall neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord himself watches over 

you; the Lord is your shade at your right hand, so that the sun 

shall not strike you by day, neither the moon by night. The 

Lord shall keep you from all evil; it is he who shall keep your 

soul. The Lord shall keep watch over your going out and your 

coming in, from this time forth for evermore.” 

 
Prayer for the month 

Almighty God, Abba, Father, thank you that your 

word is true and firm and your faithfulness and 

trustworthiness lasts throughout the ages. Thank you 

that this is as firm now as ever it was. Thank you 

that, as we pray to you, you hear us. Thank you that 

you have called us to reflect and make real your 

glory and presence in our world. We admit that, 

often, it is hard to be like you and reflect your 

goodness to the people we live and work with. We 

ask your forgiveness for the times we have not 

achieved this and your strength and insight as we 

keep moving forward and as we keep working at 

loving our world and neighbours as you do. 

Prayer points for February 

In this new year we pray for ourselves, our 

loved ones and all people that we may fulfil 

both your purposes for us and our true potential. 

For those who have before them a bright future we 

pray for your blessing and guidance. For all who 

can’t see the way ahead we pray light in the darkness. 

For those who are lonely we pray companionship 

and for those who are experiencing loss we pray 

comfort. We all pray for wisdom for the days ahead 

that we will make good decisions. Strengthen our 

faith in you and our determination to serve each 

other for the common good. We pray for our nation 

and the work of Parliament as they make decisions. 

May the needs of people be more important that 

party politics. We pray for the Queen and the royal 

family as they negotiate the difficulties that are 

before them. 

Loving God, we pray for homes and families, 

especially those affected by fire and flooding 

throughout the world. Bless the work of recovery 

and restoration. We pray for all who are ill in any 

way; that with our support and loving concern they 

may find healing in body, mental strength and 

wisdom to navigate the days ahead and a sense of 

your presence and love for them as well as our love 

and prayers for them. Bless those who care for them. 

In Jesus’ name we pray all of these prayers. Amen. 

Prayers for February 

H ave you signed up to Patient Access? 

Patient Access is a secure internet system 
whereby patients can make and manage 

their appointments on-line, order repeat prescriptions 
and access information from their medical record. 

Ordering repeat prescriptions through Patient Access is 
a more secure system, it removes the chance of any 
mistakes being made and the request goes straight to 
the GP. 

For further details and information on how to sign up 
please visit https://www.patientaccess.com/ 

New NHS App 

The new, simple and secure way to access a range of 
NHS services on your smartphone or tablet.  Down-
load for free from the App Store or Google Play. 

  

Use the NHS App to: 

 check your symptoms 

 find out what to do when you 
need help urgently 

 book and manage your appointments 

 order repeat prescriptions 

 view your medical record securely 

 register to be an organ donor 

choose how the NHS uses your data  

If you are aged 13 and over and want to know more 
about the NHS App please visit  
www.nhs.uk/apps-library/nhs-app/ 

Chineham Medical Practice 
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S peeding In The Village 

Works continues on how best to deal with this 
on-going issue and it has been decided that a 

range of actions are needed. Within the next month or 
two, residents will receive stickers to place on their 
wheelie bins to remind drivers of the speed limit in the 
village. Residents are asked to put these stickers on 
their bins at the earliest opportunity. The Parish 
Council is also planning to launch a Speedwatch 
programme in the New Year. This scheme uses 
equipment to monitor the speed of vehicles passing 
through the village. We are hopeful that the training 
will take place next month and the monitoring will 
begin shortly thereafter. We are also working closely 
with Hampshire County Council to see whether 
additional roundels and speed signs could be placed 
throughout the village.  Finally, parishioners will notice 
various Speed Indicator Devices appearing around 
New Street and Mortimer Lane in the New Year.  

New Seating at the Recreation Ground 

We are delighted to announce that the new picnic 
benches have been ordered and they will be installed 
next year.  

Maintenance of the Football Pitch at the 
Recreation Ground 

The Parish Council is currently applying for a grant to 
enable repair work to be carried out to the football 
pitch, as it is currently not fit for purpose. The pitch 
needs to be stripped, have new drainage put in and 
then re-seeded.  It is hoped that this work will be 
carried out within the next 12 months.  

Save the Date – VE Day Celebration 2020 

On Sunday 10th May 2020 there will be an event 
commemorating the 75th Anniversary of VE Day at the 
Stratfield Saye Recreation Ground.  This community 
event is open to all and further details will follow 
shortly. For now – please just save the date!  

Meeting Dates 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on 3rd 
February 2020. The meeting will start at 7.30pm and 
will be held in Stratfield Saye Village Hall.  

We would like to take this opportunity to wish all our 
residents a Merry Christmas and a wonderful 2020.  

Louise Webb 
Clerk to Stratfield Saye Parish Council  
07771 727547 

clerk@stratfieldsaye-pc.gov.uk  

Stratfield Saye Parish News 

W e have already been very busy in school 
since the Christmas holidays ended only 
just over a week ago! In Geography, Year 

2 have been learning about the seven continents and 
have learnt them in a song in order of size; Asia, Africa, 
North America, South America, Antarctica, Europe 
and finally Australia ( although strictly not a continent 
in our atlas it was labelled Oceania). We used pictures 
of the world and continents, globes, atlases, maps and 
google maps to explore the world. We received a letter 
from Little Red Riding Hood to help her because the 
Big Bad Wolf was eating everyone in Fairy Tale land so 
we made a Wanted poster to warn people because he 
was in disguise. We had to describe what he looks like, 
what he likes, what he will do and what happens if we 
don’t catch him!  We have been learning about staying 
safe on the internet, e-safety. Don’t tell strangers any 
personal information like your name, where you live or 
your school. You need to tell an adult if you are unsure 
about anything or don’t know someone or before 
downloading anything. In Maths we are learning about 
multiplication, times means lots of, it can be a quicker 
way of adding the same number together. 

Year 1 have been learning about Jack 
and the Beanstalk and have been on a 
walk around Chineham to look at the 
main features and to find the best place for the Giant 
to build his castle. They looked at the human features 
(things that humans have built like fences and 
buildings) and physical features (things there naturally 
like trees, flowers and grass). They have been thinking 
about the sorts of weather there would be in winter. 
They have been recording the weather every day and 
writing information about the winter season.  

Year R have also been learning about winter and 
thinking about what you would wear in the winter 
when it is cold. They have been exploring the weather 
in the winter and animals that like the cold. They have 
been trying to make an igloo (homes for explorers or 
people who live in very cold places) out of sugar cubes, 
they have been making snowflakes and exploring ice. 
Their challenge has been to explore how to keep an ice 
cube frozen for as long as possible and what is the best 
thing to do.  

Emily Battershall and Ethan Dowson  

Four Lanes School  
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   Sherfield Village Hall Matters 
‘At the heart of our community for over 100 years’ 

          New Parent & Toddler Group 

          Every Tuesday 10-11.30qm (Term time)  £3 per family  

          Contact: Lynsey Appleton       lynseyslittlestars  07867810265                        

Dementia Carers’ Support Group in Sherfield Village Hall?  

Interest has been shown in starting a regular support group in Sherfield Village Hall. 

If interested in attending/helping, please contact Nick Robinson on 07585578295 

Sherfield Sunday Village Market & Café 10.30~1.00 

Sunday February 16
th

 and every 3rd Sunday in 2020 

Find that ‘special present’, and local Artisan Foods. Meet up with friends 

Extension Planning Application submitted 

The Trustees are pleased to announce that a Planning Application for 

Phase 1 - to extend the kitchen and provide much-needed furniture 

storage at the hall - has now been submitted to our Borough Council. 

Regular groups at Sherfield Village Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To hire Sherfield Village Hall for your group or function 

Online booking at  www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk  

Tel. 07468 427684        Email: wendygosden@hotmail.com 

 
NEWS 
FLASH 

Mon Lunch Club 10.30am (weekly)                          Hatha Yoga 18.30 (weekly) 

Village Hall ‘Friends’  19.00 (1st Mon)      

S & D Gardening Club 19.30 (3rd Mon) 

Tues Little Stars Parents & Toddlers 10.00 (weekly)      Basing Clog Morris 20.00 (weekly) 

Wed Brownies 17.30 (weekly)                     Basingstoke Concert Band 19.30 (weekly) 

Thurs Tot Cross Buns 9.30am (weekly)                     TeachMe2Dance 20.00 (weekly) 

Bramley & Romans Floral Soc.13.30 (1st Thurs)      

Loddon Quilters 11.30 (3rd Thurs) 

Fri Tot Cross Buns - 3 consecutive classes from  9.45am (weekly)  

Sherfield Short Mat Bowls 14.00 (weekly) 

W/end Available for Private Hire 

 
NEWS 
FLASH 
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2 019 was quite a year. For me, it is a year to 
remember – and to forget – because never 
before had I seen politics and Parliament in 

such a mess. That said, I believed real leadership would 
get us through the mess. I stood firm as I believed 
there was a better deal to secure from Europe. And I 
believed that you would back me.  

We can now move forward, together. We can unite our 
country. And we can unleash Britain’s potential. So, 
what is ‘Our Plan’ for North East Hampshire in this 
Parliament?  

While I hope many of you will have seen 
my columns or posts over the last year, 
here or online (fb.com/ranil.uk), I thought 
it might be useful to restate the priorities 
that I am now able to continue working on, 
on your behalf. And it’s ‘Our’ Plan for a 
reason; I would love to work together with 
people across North East Hampshire, so 
I’ve highlighted how you can join me in 
this endeavour.  

First – a superb education for all: striving to secure 
even more support for our local schools. I’m delighted 
we’re levelling up funding for every pupil in every 
school. At the same time, we need to plan now for an 
outstanding new school – and your feedback is vital. 
Why not take a look at: ranil.uk/school ?  

Second – revitalising and regenerating our retail 
centres: backing bold brownfield regeneration to make 
major greenfield development wholly unnecessary. I’ve 
written more on this in my ‘Constituency Conservation 
Charter’, which you can read and sign, to tell our local 
councils and councillors how you feel, at:  
ranil.uk/charter .  

Third – faster, longer, better trains: because the 
reliability and capacity of South Western Railway is 
simply not good enough. Great Western Railway’s 
performance has been transformed in recent years, so 
getting the GWR Managing Director to take over SWR 
holds promise – and I will push him to improve our 
services.  

Next – better roads for everyone: fighting to boost 
investment in fixing our roads locally – part of which is 
my ‘Pothole Busting’ team. Hampshire County Council 
will fix the potholes you report – at:  
bit.ly/roadrepairs – but do send me your HCC 
reference number too and I’ll chase if they don’t. 
Would you like to join the team? Drop me a line: 
email@ranil.uk – with you on board, we’ll be an even 
stronger team.  

Importantly – local 
services that keep us 
greener, cleaner and 
safer: including 
more police patrols 
to take back control 
of our streets. 20,000 
new officers is great – 
and my petition to get 
Hampshire our fair share is at: ranil.uk/policing, so 
please make sure you sign in and send it to your friends 

and neighbours too. 

Finally – £33.9bn extra for our NHS and 
new seed funding for a new North 
Hampshire Hospital. Great news. And, 
locally, I want to facilitate sharing best 
practice, between our GPs and our 
councils. For example, Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council built and leases a 
surgery – giving residents and GPs a 

modern, fit-for-purpose building, which is a good 
investment for local taxpayers too. We need more of 
this. 

These are the areas that matter to local people and 
where I will focus my work for you and your family. 
It’s about helping you live a better life. That’s what 
keeps me going. So, let’s work together. Let’s put the 
difficulties of the last few years behind us. Let’s unite 
for the common good of all in North East Hampshire 
and across the country. 

As ever, if you have thoughts or ideas, whether on the 
above or something else, I want to hear from you. Do 
drop me an email to: email@ranil.uk or simply follow 
me on Facebook: fb.com/ranil.uk 

Ranil Writes - Our Plan for this Parliament 

Move 
Forward 
Together 

http://www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
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Home & Garden Services-Sherfield is a 
local company that specialises in 

providing value for money solutions 
for all of your home and garden 

improvements, maintenance and 
repairs. One off jobs - big or small - 
and regular maintenance services to 

keep your property and garden in 
good order 

Fully insured  

Best prices - All work guaranteed 

Home 
Household Repairs 
Patios  -  Painting 
Plumbing - Paving 

01256 358870 
07825 685923 

Garden 
Scarifying 
Rotovating 
Trimming 
Mowing 
Aquatics 
Maintenance 
Fencing 

Tree 
Surgery 
and 
Seasoned 
Logs 

www.hgs-sherfield.co.uk 
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H appy New Year from the Parish 
Council  
 

Meeting dates 
The next Parish Council meetings will be held on 
11th February and 10th March 2020. 
The APM is provisionally set to follow the Parish 
Council meeting on 14th April 2020. The Parish 
Council meeting will commence at 6.30pm and the 
APM at 7.30pm. 
 
CCTV 
The Parish Council has installed CCTV cameras in the 
Village Green car park where the Football Pavilion is 
sited. This installation will have no impact on any 
neighbouring properties and will be covered by the 
Parish Council’s CCTV policy which is included on the 
Parish Council’s website.  
 
Trees 
The 105 ‘Free Trees’ have been planted on the Village 
Green and 6 Horse Chestnut Trees have been planted 
along the Bramley Road. Our heartful thanks goes to 
Dave Miller who planted the Trees free of charge. 
 
New Noticeboard 
The old noticeboard has been replaced with a new one. 
This is a larger Noticeboard and is shared with St. 
Leonard’s Church. 
 
Post and Rail 

It has been agreed to replace the post and 
rails will be replaced alongside the Football pitch 
replacing some of the damaged ones. 
 
Parking 
The Parish Council has been made aware of dangerous 
and illegal parking at the Crossroads. Please be mindful 
of where and how you park, also the Village Green 
especially behind the Community Pavilion is not suitable 
for parking on in the wet weather as the ground is too 
soft. 
 
Village Green Volunteers 
The Parish Council would like to thank all the Village 
Green Volunteers for all their hard work this year, this 
includes work on the Green and assistance with the pop 
up cafes, Coffee mornings and the Reindeer Trail. Their 
support and enthusiasm is greatly appreciated.   
 
Pond Work 
The Parish Council has obtained a licence to dredge the 
pond. This work will take place once the pond dries up. 
There will be work on the Trees that surround the pond 
to facilitate the drainage. 
 
Karen Ross, Clerk to Sherfield on Loddon Parish 
Council 
PO Box 6862, Basingstoke RG24 4QZ  Telephone: 
01256 842662 
Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 

Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 

 

 

Following the success of last years get together  
all the residents of Stratfield Turgis are invited to meet  

in  
‘The Wellington Arms’ at 7:30pm on Monday 9

th
 March 2020. 

Wine and nibbles will be provided. 

Put it in your diaries now. 

As last time it’s a totally informal chance to meet your fellow residents and enjoy 
some good company. 

We look forward to seeing you all there. 

 

 

mailto:clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk
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A lison Grainger proudly displays her prize-
winning landscape painting at the end of this 
year's watercolour competition. On her head 

she is sporting a part of her seasonal-themed--prize (a 
flashing Christmassy bobble hat - still with label!) for 
the photograph which also shows some of the work of 
her contending classmates. The photograph hardly 
does justice to her beautiful painting or the marvellous 
work of her contemporaries. 

Alison said that she was thrilled to have been voted 
winner, by secret ballot, by her class mates. Shortly 
thereafter the class proceeded to enjoy their now 
traditional end-of-term Christmas party at Stratfield 
Saye village hall - where the painting classes are held 
during Winter and Spring term-times.  

Jayne Perkins, who takes the class each week was 
delighted with so many entries and she said that this 
year the standard was even higher than before and that 
Alison, who was up against stiff competition for the 
best picture, should be rightly proud to have won by 
such a significant margin of votes. 

Howard 

Watercolour Class at Stratfield Saye 

S herfield Park artist Jayne Perkins delivered a 
highly informative and most enjoyable talk and 
demonstration of Pastel painting at the local 

U3A Art Appreciation Group’s monthly gathering at 
Christ Church in Chineham. 

The session was deliberately casual and interactive 
with a steady stream of questions from the audience 
which Jayne did well to address while continuing to 
develop her landscape painting – which miraculously 
she almost completed and 
can be seen as work-in-
progress beside her in the 
photograph. 

U3A enjoys Pastel Painting Perfection  
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S t Leonard’s Coffee 
Club held its first 
meeting in December 

2019.  Apart from two 
closures, one being for snow, it has 
been enjoyed on the first and third 

Friday of each month ever since. 

The club does not have a committee.  It is run 
democratically with everyone volunteering to take their 
part in bringing the refreshments, moving tables 
around, serving coffee or clearing up.  Most of all we 
provide our own features and entertainment.  We hope 
to encourage conversation and discussion rather than 
sitting in rows listening to a speaker with no interaction 
with each other. 

The club is not exclusive to congregation members.    
It is open for anyone to attend and we hope everyone 
finds a friendly relaxed gathering.  There are usually 
between twelve and twenty attendees who arrive at 
11am at the St Leonard’s Church Room.  Part of the 
aim is to help pay for the upkeep of this facility so we 
pay the hire fee.  This year each member has paid 
£2.50 per session  which just covers the hire fee and 
refreshments. 

 

St Leonard’s Coffee Club is One Year Old  

Reported by Sheena Archer 

With Jane’s supervision we painted Robins with 
watercolour paints. 

At our Anniversary Meeting we swopped biscuits for 
cake and added Prosecco.   

We made some Japanese style Christmas decorations 
introduced by Sheena. 

The Churchyard Bees 
and their Honey by bee 

keeper Tessa.  

On the day we featured 
Spices Donald brought a 

ship made entirely of 
cloves. 

Some sessions have been devoted to members’ life 
stories ….two sessions of fascinating tales of being a 
doctor in the Far East by Donald, a Policeman in 
Basingstoke and daring water rescues by Cliff, being 
an au pair with Sally and Lesley even told us what the 
corgis do to the carpets in Buckingham Palace.   We 
have also learned about bee keeping with Tessa, fish 
farming with Cliff, researching family history with 
Sheena. We know where everyone was when they 
were six years old and know who has had lunch with 
the Dali Lama’s brother.  

We invited Simon Boase to give two sessions on 
technology.  The first was to explain all about modern 
communications gadgets and the second to unravel 
what is meant by “social media”. 

Angela introduced us to Aromatherapy and we were 
allowed to mix our own potions. 

We studied the Church Recorders’ book that has been 
presented to the church and went exploring the 
corners of the church that we don’t usually see. 
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The Textiles Group have held 
two sessions.  At the first 
Sheena introduced mini 
landscapes using fabrics, 

stitches and Bondaweb. At the 
second Angela laminated 

muslin with sheets of tissue 
paper for us to paint, spray, 
stencil and block print on. 

The finished fabric could be a 
card or a notebook cover. 

The Local History Group went on a walking tour of 
Sherfield on Loddon in 1901 using Sheena’s Tour 
Guide.  Also Roz, Sheena, Ann and Tessa started a 
mammoth campaign to uncover and record the 
inscriptions on all the memorial stones in the 
Churchyard.  So far we have 176 recorded and 
photographed.  We are awaiting better weather to 
continue.  More help would be welcome and if you 
know how to make a website of the information 
please do contact us! 

Apart from our regular Friday Meetings we have 
some Special Interest Groups who arrange their 
meetings at other times.  We have groups for 
Walkers, Textiles, Computers and Local History. 

We are also planning some trips to places of interest, 
just using our cars and giving lifts. 

Before this is published we will have had Guided 
Tours of Whitchurch Silk Mill and The Needle’s Eye 
Embroidery Exhibition. 

Mick arranged an enjoyable 
canal side walk on a very wet 
day.  We disturbed a bull as 
he took quiet shelter under a 
tree. 

Our February meetings are on : 

Friday 7th when we will see how many aspects of the 
word “Chocolate” people can produce.  

Friday 21st we will bring a treasure from home for a  
“Show and Tell” session. 

We hope to see you there. 

Do come and join us.  Come with plenty of ideas for 
future meetings! 
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I t’s New 

To those of us who are oblivious to everything 
but the latest in <fill in your own topic of 

interest > , I will point out it’s a new year and a new 
decade.   Happy New Year! 

And the “newness” is not something lost on the those 
responsible for keeping the centre  welcoming and 

fresh. Decorated 
decorators, led by our 
award winning 
Chairman Carl Lesh, 
have picked a pallet of 
pleasing pigments (each 
with a name I cannot 
pronounce), but that 
together give the center 

a new, welcoming feel.    

The office, foyer and small 
meeting room will get the fix-
up later this year, while the 
D&D Beauty room and the 
Willowdene Nursery already 
have the new look.  The “after” 
photos of the nursery and 
D&D office are proof. 

It’s the People 

I have used this space to go on 
and on (and on) about the centre and the community 
association.  They both play an important role in what 
makes Sherfield Park special, but there is a lot more to 
SP.   

It’s the people.. both individuals and groups. 

There are a lot of individuals that help make SP special, 
independent of the centre building or the SPCA.    
Every now and then, I hope to mention a few.  Not that 

these are the only noteworthy 
people in our community or even 
that they are the most noteworthy.  Just that they are 
part of the fabric which helps make Sherfield Park a 
place we can all take pride in. 

John Readman has, without fanfare,  taken it upon 
himself to help keep our community neat and litter 
free.  It’s certainly not an easy task, and it is a never 
ending battle, but John can often be seen, garbage 
bag in hand, helping keep our neighbourhood looking 
sharp.  John has turned public service into his hobby 
and we all benefit. 

Catriona Stevens is a first time author.  Nina’s father 
drove an ambulance during the Spanish Civil War and 
she has taken notes from his diary to pen “The 
Spanish Civil War — The Road to Madrid” which 
rather than just citing facts tries to capture the 
personal feelings of the people who served on the 
ground. 

One of the groups that make SP special is our scouts.  
Formally known as 2nd Basingstoke, there are 
approximately 20 Beavers (ages 6 to 8) and 20 Cubs 
(ages 8 to 10).  And as young people are constantly 
growing, plans are afoot for a Scouts group (ages 10 to 
14) to start in the autumn.  You can get more details at 
www.2ndbasingstokescouts.org.uk/  

The SPCA 
And one piece of SPCA news.  The Annual General 
Meeting will be 7 February at the centre.  The trustees 
will report on the association’s finances, year past and 
plans for the year to come.  Everyone is welcome and 
residents will get a chance to vote for new trustees. 

Stephen Levin 

Vice Chairman 

Sherfield Park Community Association 

Sherfield Park Matters  

B asingstoke Gang Show returns to The 
Haymarket for its 27th stunning, variety show 
spectacular with a production of classic to 

contemporary performances showcasing the very best 
of local talent in the Scout & Guide associations; you 
can expect to be delighted by magnificent live music & 
LOL comedy.   

The 11 performances, many over February half term 
week will entertain audiences as you laugh out loud, 
tap your toes and sing along to the songs that you love.  

Show dates: Thursday 13th to Saturday 22nd February 
2020 (excluding Sunday 16th).  Matinee performances 
on Saturday 15th and 22nd February. 

Ticket 
prices: 
Adults 
£20.00, 
Children 
£14.00. Last 
night 
(Saturday 
22nd) all seats £21. 

Book tickets here: www.anvilarts.org.uk/whats-on/
event/basingstoke-gang-show-2020 

Take a look at the Basingstoke Gang Show website 
www.basingstokegangshow.com 

Basingstoke Gang Show 
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Two Short Plays 

T 
he double bill was called  A Pair of Shorts 
because the plays were of unequal length - 
so, as Peter Cook pointed out, would make a 

very unsatisfactory pair of short trousers. 
Weston is a play in which the comedy arises from the 
characters' mutual incomprehension - one of those 
family comedies rather in the manner of Alan 

Ayckbourn. The setting is a drinks party at the home of 
Colin and Helen Marshall, designed as a welcome home 
for Colin who has been filming in Peru for a month. 
The dialogue was excellent, providing witty and 
amusing interplay between the characters. The first 
arrival is, as ever, Colin's mother Claire, who always 
arrives early while worrying she is late. Claire and her 
relationships with the younger characters provide much 

of the comedy - she is very anxious about drinking 
Argentinian wine because her husband rejected all 
Argentinian (Falklands) and German products. "But he 
drove a Nissan car!" "Yes, very reliable - he drove it till 
he died." "In a car accident" (Helen). 
There is a running gag relating to Colin's Peru trip - he 
is longing to talk about it but every time he gets started 
he is interrupted by the doorbell, to his great 
frustration. Colin is monumentally insecure, which is 
not helped by constantly finding Simon Schama filming 
in the same places as he is. However, in Peru this time 
there was no Simon Schama - but Brian Cox was using 

the Peruvian mountains as a backdrop to another 
programme on the universe. All the women say they 
like him, to Colin's great irritation.   
The next arrivals are Colin's brother Tony and his wife 
Jenny, between whom there are evident tensions. This 
is not helped by the arrival of Mel who Tony went out 
with some years ago and who has now split up with her 
latest boyfriend. Dave, Colin's friend (Helen: 'he's not 
your friend, you just drink with him') then arrives with 
his nerdy friend Jim, who is responsible for a 
considerable ramping up of the tension, particularly 
between Colin and Jenny. The cast of guests is 
completed by Colin's dipsomaniac female producer 
George. An increasingly tense discussion on marital 
infidelity leads to the collapse of the party, with Tony 
running after a distressed Mel, hotly pursued by a 
furious Jenny.  

Loddon Players 30 November 2019 - A Pair of  Shorts 

Weston 
by Peter Taverner 

Trapped! 
by Michael Green 
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The acting was excellent. Lines were delivered to great 
comic effect, and  realistic facial expressions 
were employed to convey a wide variety of 
emotions - irritation, exasperation, anger and 
mystification.  
Trapped! was the shorter play - a contrasting 
farce depicting a murder mystery play (set in 
the 1950s) in which everything goes wrong 
with the production. If you ever enjoyed 
Victoria Wood's Acorn Antiques sketches 
you'll get the idea. The scene is set by an 
announcer who explains, with obvious 
embarrassment, that due to an actor being 
arrested minutes before the performance, his 
part will be read in - by the company 
member who is also responsible for the lighting and 
sound. A clear recipe for disaster! It turns out to be the 
last in a long line - doors swing open which should 
remain closed (since the characters are supposed, as per 
the title, to be locked in at this point) while a door 
which should open to allow a character's entrance 
refuses to. A phone receiver is picked up and 
mistakenly carried across the stage with its cord, 
destroying the illusion that it is actually connected to 
the exchange. The telephone is in any case a crude 

device for the maid to explain the complicated 
background to the plot, involving a will and a priceless 
collection of antique weapons which inevitably feature 
in the murder - knives, axes and spears. The sound 
effect for the pistol shot which is supposed to kill 
someone doesn't happen, forcing the hapless murder 
victim to urge the murderer to stab him with a spear he 
has just poisoned. Actors are constantly forced to 
repeat feed lines, due to other actors missing their 
entrances or cues. Fake moustaches inevitably come 
off, resulting in one being retrieved from a female 
character's bra. All very hilarious. Once again, it was 
extremely well acted, particularly as the actors were 
required to demonstrate ham acting by the characters 
acting in the murder mystery - which, like pretending to 
play the piano appalling badly, is not as easy as it might 
at first seem.    
The sets were well designed and put together; the one 

for Weston was quite 40s retro, while the Trapped! set 
was quite different - as well as the antique weapons 
pinned up all around the room, there were the murder 
mystery obligatory French windows. It meant an 
evening of hard work for the actors, since as well as 
playing their parts they had to reset the stage and 
change into their Trapped! costumes. They acquitted 
themselves admirably. 

 

Jane Abrams 

  

 Actors: 

Peter Cook 

Carolyn Miles 

Jo Barton 

Peter Francis 

Joy L'Enfant 

Alan Munday 

Steve Scholar 

Louise Hayling 

Margot Konitzer 

Kate Youll 

Vicky Scholar 

 

Technical crew: 

Paul O'Grady 

Nick Robinson 
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BASING CLOG 

MORRIS 
 

Come & Join Us! 

Fun & Friendly Atmosphere. 

 

Learn to dance in the North West Morris Style 

 

Complete beginners and Musicians very 
welcome  

 

Sherfield on Loddon Village Hall Tuesdays  

8 -9.30PM 

 

Email: contact@basingclog.org.uk 
 or visit:  www.basingclog.org.uk 



Page 30 

 

Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

   Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website: www.molegone.co.uk 
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O ur activities all continue in the regular 
pattern for this month, with the only 
changes occurring in half term. Rhymetimes 

take place every Tuesday, for under ones at 10am and 
over ones at 11am. Storytimes take place every Saturday 
morning at 11am, except for the first week when we 
hold a drop-in craft session from 10 – midday. This 
month crafts will take place on 1st February, and then 
the 7th March. Our Chatterbooks group for junior 
school age children will meet on the 13th February and 
11th March at 3.45pm.  

Every Wednesday we hold our drop-in Cuppa and Chat 
group for adults to chat over some refreshments, which 
takes place from 10.30 – midday. Also, on Wednesdays 
Age Concern offer assistance with IT from 10am – 
1pm for the over 50s. Sessions are bookable through 
their office on: 01256 423874, for a £5 donation. Both 
these would welcome some new faces. (Age Concern 
stop for half term.) Our general reading group will meet 
on Saturday 29th  February and Saturday 28th March, at 
10.30am. Writing Group meets on 6th February and the 
5th March from 5.30 – 7pm.  

We have a couple of bookable events being held in the 
near future. There is a ‘Scenes of Crime’ talk on 26th 
March, with former Police Officer Ken Wells sharing 

reflections from his 
career. On 23rd April 
we have a ‘Great 
Train Robbery’ talk, 
with Tony Keep. 
Both talks 
commence at 6pm, 
and tickets costing 
£5 are available 
from the library or 
the online shop. Thursday 6th February we are again 
holding a children’s Harry Potter night, from 5.30 – 
7pm. This event is free, but due to limited availability 
places must be booked in advance. 

Don’t forget we now also offer room hire, please ask 

for further details. 

Cathy Foster 

0300 555 1387 

 

Ed Note.  Chineham Library is one of 10  libraries  
threatened with closure  due to funding cuts. To have 
your say:  
www.hants.gov.uk/aboutthecouncil/haveyoursay/consultations/libra
ry-consultation 

H ello and happy new year! 

As we ease back in to the gentle rhythm of 
the Scrabble Club, Lunch Club, Gardening 

Club and our regular monthly meetings, it is a good 
opportunity to look forward to what we have planned 
for our 2020 programme.  Our regular monthly 
meetings this year include Bollywood dancing, a games 
night, various talks covering diverse topics including 
handbags, the role of a town crier, the history of The 
Vyne and an enlightening talk about organ donation 
from the perspective of a recipient.  In addition, we 
have a meal arranged for members at Tangs Restaurant 
in February and a trip to the theatre to see My Fair 
Lady in March with more events in the pipeline. 

February is a great month to join Chineham Women's 
Institute with our new programme of 
events.  Membership for the whole of 2020 only costs 
£43, which includes entry to our monthly meetings, WI 
Life magazines and access to Denman College courses 
at a reduced rate.  If you have recently moved to 
Chineham, it is a great way to meet new friends.  So 
don't be shy, please come along to the Shaftesbury 

Room at Christ 
Church, Reading 
Road, Chineham 
(next to the 
doctors' surgery) 
on Monday, 

24 February at 
7:30 pm.  You are 
assured of a warm 
welcome! 

Pam Malcolm 
Treasurer, Chineham WI 

 

Women's Institute - Chineham  

Chineham Library 
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Please contact the Centre for more information / tickets 

events@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk (t) 01256 883967 

SHERFIELD PARK COMMUNITY CENTRE  
Reg. Charity  

No 1170953 

  

Every Thursday 

11am until 1:30pm 

PLEASE NOTE NEW 
TIMES!EVERY WEDNESDAY  

£1 subs per week 

Mini Hub 6.15pm - 7.15 pm  

The Zone 7.30pm - 8.30pm   

Chill & Chat 8.00pm-9.00pm 

SPCA AGM  
7th FEBRUARY 

@ 7.45pm 
& PUB NIGHT  

BAR OPEN FROM 
7pm 

ALL WELCOME 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

FEBRUARY  Half-term PLAY DAY Thurs 20th 

APRIL   TABLE TOP SALE date TBC 

    SCAVENGER HUNT Launch 9th   

    EASTER Café Thursdays 9th & 16th     

    SAVE THE DATE 

SEPT   OUTDOOR CINEMA Fri 11th 

    Film TBC 

The theme for this year is...Carnival!!! 

Planning is already underway : please get in touch to book 
a stall or if  you’d like be involved 
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O ur speaker on the 17th February will be 
Adam Vetere. Some of our members will 
remember visiting Adam’s wonderful 

garden, Old Camps, last summer. The one-acre garden 
has traditional herbaceous borders,  Mediterranean and 
desert beds, prairie planting and ornamental grasses, an 
exotic border, potted lemons in a sheltered al fresco 
dining area, as well as a decorative potager.  

 
Old Camps © Adam Vetere 

At our meeting, Adam will be telling us all about the 
history, design and build of this truly spectacular 

garden. 

Adam works as a designer with both large and small 
clients, producing innovative solutions to small town 
house gardens or large multi acre schemes for large 
country homes. 

An accomplished designer, Adam’s first designs were in 
the early 1990s whilst working for a reputable 
landscape design and construction company for several 
years. 

Having had extensive graphical design training, he has 
had the opportunity to put his training to good use; his 
designs are visionary and practical as he built and 
constructed the designs himself, understanding the 
practical and budgetary limits of the materials and the 
time needed to implement a design scheme. 

Adam has opened ‘Old Camps’  under the National 
Garden Scheme to critical acclaim, resulting in 
publications in several well known magazines. 

Anyone interested in gardening will be most welcome 
to join us at the Sherfield Village Hall at 7:45pm. 

For arrangements contact Dan on 882680 or Andy on 
882350  

Sherfield and District Gardening Club 

I N YOUR GARDEN - FEBRUARY 2020 

It’s time to start planning your garden now for 
the rest of the year.  Spend a little time clearing 

up the borders, planting seeds to get an early start and 
giving garden furniture and machinery a clean and a 
service.  The first snowdrops are out and the daffodils 
are not far behind so let’s get on with it ! 

Plan your entries now for SHERFIELD FLOWER 
& PRODUCE SHOW on SEPTEMBER 6th 2020 

Some JOBS for February 

 Sow your sweet peas.  Mice love them so either 
soak them in meths before planting or spread discarded 
Christmas holly leaves on the pots.  Try to plant in 
deep pots, root trainers or, better still, make 6 inch 
tubes out of newspaper which will bio-degrade when 
you plant out. 

 On your window sills or in the greenhouse, sow 
tomatoes and peppers for an early crop. 

 You can start sowing hardy annuals such as 
calendar, antirrhinums and nigella with a little heat if 
you have it. 

 If you have bulbs that have been 
forced for flowering indoors over 
Christmas and they are finished, plant 
them out to naturalise in the garden. 

 Cut back any perennials in 
the borders, clear up any leaves 
still on the beds and add these to 
your compost. 

 Check your stored dahlias for 
signs of rot.  Remove any with a 
problem. 

 Remove last year’s leaves from your 
hellebores.  This will enable you to see the wonderful 
flowers.  Do not compost the leaves as they may have 
disease. 

 If you have soft fruit bushes, start pruning now. 

 Get your mower serviced now and beat the rush in 
the spring. 

Sherfield & District Flower & Produce Show - September 6th 
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West Green Road  
Hartley Wintney  

RG27 8LP 
 

Open June (date varies) to late September for 
Pick Your Own & Picked fruit, vegetables and 

flowers including Strawberries, Tayberries, 
Currants, Gooseberries, Raspberries, New 
Potatoes and Asparagus; local Honey, Free 
Range Eggs and Homemade Jams and Ice 

Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, and to place 
orders or visit  www.westgreenfruits.com 
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O ur Christmas celebration was held at the 
home of one our members.  Her house 
was beautifully decorated which got us in 

the mood for party games, Christmas poems and 
readings, and of course, delicious food.  There was 
also some Karaoke carol singing too!  A great time 
was had by all. 
After Christmas and New Year’s Eve/Day, when it 
is much quieter in the pubs and 
restaurants and we can properly relax 
after all the planning and rushing around 
that goes with the festive season, we go 
out for a meal.  It is lovely to just choose 
our meal and not have to plan, shop, prepare 
and so on when cooking at home.  For a few years 
now, we have gone to the Four Horseshoes and this 
year did not disappoint.  We all enjoyed our meals 
very much and it was lovely to see most of our 
members round the table. 
Early to mid-January is our time for planning our 
new year and it is always a challenge to find new and 
interesting things to do.  This year makes it a little 
easier as it is not only 2020 with our theme of 2020 
vision, but also our Diamond anniversary, which of 

course means that NWR 
nationally has been going for 60 years.  Apart from 
our usual choice of activities, we’ll be looking at our 
favourite pieces of art, including photographs, how 
far our food travels before it gets onto the 
supermarket shelf, and events at the turn of the 
decades since 1960.  We also plan to walk 60 miles 
over the course of the year, not all at once!   There is 

a theme country too and this year it is 
Finland, which we’ll be talking about 
over Finnish food. 

We always welcome new members to 
our group.  We are very relaxed and 

friendly and have a varied spread of topics 
throughout the year, some serious, some not.  

We also have social occasions where we can invite 
husbands/partners.  If you’d like to give us a try, you 
can attend three meetings with no obligation to join.  
We meet in members’ homes in the village.  If you 
are interested, please call me on 882106. 

Gill Fearon 

National Women's Register 

 

Half-term  -  Saturday, 22 February 
9am-4pm 

Come along and meet 

‘ L e n n i e ’ 
from the 

The Basingstoke Lions Club 

in his ‘lair’! 

Find it all at  

L e n n i e ’ s   L a i r 
Old Basing Mall  (outside Boots), Basingstoke 
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Puzzle Page 

ACROSS 

7 Misshapen lump contains a metal, a precious 
one (8) 

9 At home with Sean possibly or out to lunch 
(6) 

10 Anger displayed by some firemen (3) 

11 Given somewhere to sleep outside public 
school(8) 

12 Somehow pistol is ruined (6) 

13 Ragged dress covers old person sleeping 
rough(6) 

15 Trouble over one lad’s love affairs (8) 

16 Calm but haunted by one’s own ghosts? (4-
9) 

20 Mineral discovered by wicked sort, we hear, 
by pub (8) 

22 Nearly everyone, not quite the majority (6) 

25 Odds on present will be a ball (6) 

26 And German retains right to be nameless (8) 

27 Comedian’s payment is docked (3) 

28 English miner sporting fur (6) 

29 One on course has this useful sounding 

headgear (8) 

 

DOWN 

1 This is one party game (6) 

2 Figure’s losing European standing (6) 

3 Plant needs freezing weather and a bit of rain 
(8) 

4 Is fat drunk going around Spain for holiday? 
(6) 

5 Gives support to European partners (8) 

6 Having a desire for popular recording, Neil 
dashed inside (8) 

8 Centre’s beginning to become rowdy in 

Yorkshire town (13) 

14 Understand only odd bits of scene (3) 

16 Footwear at start of year is difficult to get 
hold of (8) 

17 Backed the Italian, one wearing kinky green 
underwear (8) 

18 Former substitute could be demanding (8) 

19 I will need energy to travel (3) 

21 His products could make you stout, and so 
could he! (6) 

23 System of measuring crime developed 
around middle of century (6) 

24 To observe present and past is child’s play 
(6) 

www.sudokuoftheday.com  

Set by Alberich 
Solutions on p. 44 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 
MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 

Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans available. 

1 Seal Road, Basingstoke,  
RG21 7NQ  

Tel: 01256 844663 

www.complete-pestsolutions.com  

https://www.sudokuoftheday.com
http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
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H ampshire County Council The law has 
now changed meaning opposite-sex 
couples can legally enter into civil 

partnerships. Previously only available to same-sex 
couples this has allowed opposite-sex couples to 
formalise their relationship as an alternative to marriage. 
Winchester Registry office has already made several civil 
partnership ceremony bookings . 

To date there has been negligible change in the funding 
arrangements for Local Government and HCC will still 
need to find £80M of savings over the next two years. 
The rain during December has left many roads damaged 
further and in need of repair. Also with the flooding in 
some villages, the drains will need re-cleaning. A 
Highways programme is in now in operation. HCC are 
advising preparation for ground water levels rising in 
vulnerable areas. We have had the wettest Autumn for 
100 years. 

Government announces an additional £1 billion to 
Councils for social care. This is a start but given that 
HCC spends over £1 million per day on Adult & Child 
social care we are seeking proposals for long term 
reforms on this funding. 

Wheelabrator, Harewood, Nr Andover The 
Wheelabrator waste to energy Incinerator planning 
consultation, which closed on the 12th December 2019, 
has provoked thousands of letters and email in 
opposition to the project and very few in favour. There 
have been suggestions that the consultation did not 
meet all the conditions to render it as ‘adequate’. We 
now need to wait to see the Wheelabrator response will 
be but it is expected that they will submit a full national 
planning application in the spring. 

Climate change Cllr Jan Warwick has taken on the 
Climate lead role at the County Council. Hampshire 

County Council endorsed the 
decision to declare a ‘Climate 
Emergency’ in line with the 
action taken by many authorities 
in July 2019. In January 2020 
Cabinet approved an action plan to provide a 
meaningful and effective set of measures to ensure that 
Hampshire moves towards carbon neutrality and greater 
resilience to the effects of climate change. Following 
this initiative some parishes have started to create their 
own Carbon Neutral strategies. I am happy to help 
promote dialogue and cooperation between Hampshire 
County Council and the parishes. HCC now has 29 
Nissan Leaf electric cars and 9 Nissan NV200 vans in 
the fleet with more replacements due. 

Household Waste Recycling Centres A new resident 
permit system will begin operating later this year. It will 
be controlled by Automatic Number Plate Recognition 
(ANPR) and will ensure continued free access for 
Hampshire residents to any of Hampshire’s 24 HWRCs 
to dispose of household waste, while access for non-
Hampshire residents will be for a fee of £5 per visit. 
Charges for non-household waste, including soil and 
rubble, plasterboard and asbestos remain. 

Hampshire residents, including those who live in 
Southampton and Portsmouth, will be able to register 
for free access to any Hampshire HWRC from 19 
December 2019 at www.hants.gov.uk/vehicle-
registration-hwrc For residents without internet access, 
please call 0300 555 1389 to register. 

Whilst fly-tipping across the country has increased, 
there has been a 25% reduction across Hampshire after 
a successful campaign during the last 2 years. 

Cllr Rhydian Vaughan MBE 
Member for Calleva Division HCC 

Hampshire County Councillor Report 

C ould you be a ‘Befriender’?  

What will I be doing? 

As a Volunteer Befriender your role will be to 
provide social companionship to patients who have a 
chronic or life limiting illness and who are isolated or 
lonely. Visiting patients in their own homes,  you will 
help them to feel more supported and help to improve 
their emotional well-being and confidence.  

How much time do I need to commit? 

Just 2-hours a week, or less, can make a real difference 
to a patient living in your local community. 

 
What support will I be 
given? 

All relevant training will be given, as well as regular and 
on-going support and supervision. 

Interested?  

For further information contact Caroline Nash, 
Befriending Manager on: 01264 835293  

 Email: Caroline.Nash@hhft.nhs.uk  

Interested volunteers will be invited to an informal 
interview and the role is subject to references, simple 
health checks and DBS clearance.  

Volunteer Befrienders Wanted 
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Latest Police Crime Data - December 2020 
Please visit https://www.police.uk/shape/EVhKif/ for more information including 
outcomes for these crimes and contact information for your local policing team. 

mailto:Caroline.Nash@hhft.nhs.uk
https://www.police.uk/shape/EVhKif/
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Puzzle Solutions  

STRATFIELD SAYE VILLAGE 

HALL 
 

 

 

A small, attractive and traditional hall in 
New Street, Stratfield Saye 

Ideal for children’s parties and functions 

Ample parking 

To view or hire, contact Linda on:  

(01189)332106 

St Leonard’s Church Room is 

available for hire 
The Church Room attached to St Leonard's 
is a light modern space with kitchen (Food 

Hygiene Rating 5), and toilet facilities. 
Suitable for business and community group 

meetings or parties. Large car park.   

For more information about hiring please 
contact:  

admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk / 01256 
882788 

Crossword  

ACROSS 

7 platinum. 9 insane. 10 ire. 11 bestowed. 12 
spoilt. 13 dosser. 15 liaisons. 16 self-possessed. 
20 cinnabar. 22 almost. 25 sphere. 26 untitled. 
27 wag. 28 ermine. 29 handicap. 

DOWN 

1 Cluedo. 2 status. 3 snowdrop. 4 fiesta.  
5 espouses. 6 inclined. 8 Middlesbrough. 14 
see. 16 slippery. 17 lingerie.  18 exacting. 19 
ego. 21 brewer. 23 metric. 24 seesaw. 
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YOUR LOCAL TRADE 
PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR 

PLUMBING, HEATING & 
ELECTRICAL NEEDS  

FOR MORE DETAILS 
PLEASE CONTACT US: 

     Tel: 01256 880044   
MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: 
admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

mailto:admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk
mailto:admin@pscservices.co.uk
http://www.pscservices.co.uk
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Advertisers' Index 

  

 
Building Construction and Contractors 

 
P. 

Access4Lofts 36 

Croudace Homes 18 

ITC Roofing 19 

Millbrook Building Solutions 46 

Business Services  

Worting House 35 

Computers  

Andmore Consulting 41 

SoL Computers 45 

Education  

Alton School 36 

Basing Tutors 46 

Willowdene Nursery School 9 

Funerals  

Alexander & Dry 41 

Ash Brook Independent Funeral Directors 39 

Haven Memorials 9 

Jonathan Williams 30 

Spencer & Peyton 9 

Garages  

Beech Hill Garage 37 

The Garage at Sherfield 39 

Health, Fitness and Beauty  

3 Sense Well Being 9 

D & D Beauty  36 

Gwynne Dental 19 

HIPP Pilates 37 

Italdent 45 

S B Physiotherapy 25 

The Salon 24 

Tranquil Health & Beauty 14 

Beauty Skin Clinic 51 

Small Ads 50 

  

Home and Garden  P. 

A Sewell 35 

AFJ Property Maintenance 10 

AMS Mayfair (Water Softener Specialists) 41 

Basingstoke Appliance Services 34 

Basingstoke Gas & Heating 23 

Basingstoke Window Cleaners 46 

Best of Flooring 34 

Bob Berry Fencing 34 

Complete Pest Solutions 41 

Country Framing 10 

Domiciliary Care 46 

Drain & Able 45 

Dudley's Cattery 37 

Fyne Flooring 24 

GMK Decorators 46 

HGS Sherfield 14 

Horizon Satellite and Aerials 46 

J Cook Landscapes 19 

Molegone 30 

Ovenclean 35 

Roller Garage Doors 17 

Roots Landscaping 10 

SCS Security 43 

Legal and Financial Services  

Edmonds Accountancy 17 

Phillips Solicitors 51 

Simmons & Sons 51 

Wills Chandler 23 

Plumbing  

A W Burt 25 

Niall Catlin 30 

PSC Services 45 

Pubs and Restaurants  

Four Horseshoes 18 

Shops  

Sherfield Village Market 50 

The Shop in Sherfield on Loddon 25 

Wellington Farm Shop 10 

West Green Fruits 35 
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Rector:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, email  
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Tuesday) 

Assistant Priest  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
sc.cedars@greenbee.net  

Curate (priest responsible for Bramley and  
Little London):  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  

Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
lgoodall.work@gmail.com 

 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, Sherfield-on-
Loddon, RG27 0JB  
Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Treasurer: Peter Martinson 07952 873274 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
 

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453  
rosyhannah@hotmail.com 
  

Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye  

with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and Bramley - Church Officers 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
    

All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles 
Tel. 01256 880559 

advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
 

Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month 
Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. Requests are 

dealt with in order. 
 Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 

Editor for the February edition - Howard Perkins 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 14th February 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee 

Chair and Editor Jane Abrams  01256 881188  
jabrams2226@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 
advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Simon Boase Editor and CTO 
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com 

Howard Perkins Editor 
01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 

Chiara Ziamin 
chiara.zamin@gmail.com 

Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 

Rev. Stephen Ball 01256 881071 
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 

Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
LynGiugovaz@gmail.com 

Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379  
dgdawson@sky.com 

Loddon Valley Link  
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Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 

881066  
882426 
TBC 
07585 578295 
882096 
882534 
465214 
882334  
07775 674869 
07824337789  
07552114188  
07785 580456 
882798 
880903 
07867 547696 
882350  
882798 
882534 
882106 
101 
101 
880075 
882210 
882687 
423855 
882605 
882680 
882350  
883967  
07778546477  
07768004820  
 
07468 427684 
07940 212441 
07585 578295  
842662 
881760 
881021 
07771 727547 
0118 933 2106  
882351 
 
882334 
07796 045944 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments 
Basingstoke Gazette  
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr 
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr 
Brownies 
Breach Lane Chapel 
Catholic Church 
Clift Surgery Patient Group 
Cricket Club (Sherfield) 
Cricket Club (ST & HW) 
 
 
Evergreens                    
Happy Faces Playgroup 
Loddon Players 
Loddon Quilters 
Loddon Sports Junior Football Club 
Lunch Club  
NWR   
Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk  
Police - Sherfield Park 
Poppies 
Post Office 
Rainbows 
Sherfield Community Care Grp  
Sherfield on Loddon Fete 
Sherfield & District Gardening Club 
 
Sherfield Park Community Centre 
Sherfield Park Parish Council 
Sherfield & District Show 
Sherfield Village Hall  
 Caretaker/Bookings 
 Management Committee 
 Trustee   
Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 
Sherfield Village Green Volunteers 
Short Mat Bowls 
Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
Stratfield Saye Village Hall 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting 
Toddler Group 0-5s  
Tree Wardens 
  
 

Bob Weller  
Chris Horton 
Chris Tomlinson 
Nick Robinson 
Liz Hawkins 
Geoff Belsham                            
Fr. Chris Rutledge 
John Darker 
Steve Dummer  
Paul Baldwin (Chm) 
Manoj George  (Captain) 
Martin Turvey (Contact) 
Jean Berntsen 
Viv Allway and Alison Smith 
Peter Francis  
Jacky Morgan     
Fred Berntsen 
Helen Belsham                           
Gill Fearon 
PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 
PCSO Krystof Nadvornik 
Natalie Larner 
 
Pam Luck 
Basingstoke NeighbourCare 
Bruce Batting 
Dan Farrow  
Andy Morgan  
Louise Grainger  
Tracy Hamer 
Richard Elphick 
 
Wendy Gosden 
Ivan Gosden 
Nick Robinson  
Karen Ross 
John Attwood 
Norman Stanley 
Louise Webb 
Linda Bishop 
Sheila Campbell (Chair) 
TBC                           
John Darker 
Cllr Diana Effiong 
                      
 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
mailto:lgoodall.work@gmail.com
mailto:rosyhannah@hotmail.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:perkinsthekeep@gmail.com
mailto:chiara.zamin@gmail.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:perkinsthekeep@gmail.com
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
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 HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced, 
local lady who cleans every corner. References. Tel 07933 316989 or e-mail 
mariacleaning@live.co.uk  

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, 
payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, re
-wires, lights etc.  No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, jce.morris@outlook.com   

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden 
maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 0784 230 3366 . E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com 

FOUND ITEM broach on the pavement of Reading Road, between Mill Close and 
Longbridge Close, just before Christmas.  We asked the neighbourhood watch to circulate a 
notice by email (which they did) but we have had no contact. Contact the editor. 

ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 words. Anything from lost cats to small services. 

Just drop an email to:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Page 51 

mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:jce.morris@outlook.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com


Page 52 

 


	feb20(cover).pdf
	feb20(web2).pdf

