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SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2010 
Sunday 7th February                            2nd before Lent 
10.00am  Holy Communion           St Leonard’s Sherfield 
10.00am  Family Service                     St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
  4.00pm  Evensong with Communion St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
 

Sunday 14th February             Sunday next before Lent 
10.00am  Morning Worship           St Leonard’s, Sherfield 
       and Sunday Club 
11.15am  Holy Communion (BCP)    St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
 

Wednesday 17th February                              Ash Wednesday    
 11.00am  Communion                      St Leonard’s, Sherfield 
              
Sunday 21st February                                Lent 1 
10.00am  Holy Communion           St Leonard’s Sherfield 
       and Sunday Club 
  4.00pm  Evensong            St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
 

Wednesday 24th  February                Wednesday during Lent 
11.00am  Communion                     St Leonard’s Sherfield 
4.00 pm   Toddlers’ Service                 St Leonard’s Sherfield 
 

Sunday 28th February                                       Lent 2 
  8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)      St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
10.00am  Family Service            St Leonard’s Sherfield 
11.15am  Matins (BCP)            St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
 
Wednesday 3rd March                        Wednesday during Lent 
11.00am  Communion                     St Leonard’s Sherfield      
Sunday 7th March                         Lent 3 
10.00am  Holy Communion           St Leonard’s Sherfield 
10.00am  Family Service                     St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
  4.00pm  Evensong with Communion St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
 
*Drive up close to the white gates, which will open automatically 

BCP =  Book of Common Prayer  
Children are welcome at all our services.  

Services in italics are particularly geared to children and families.  



 

 

Page 3 

THE UNEXPECTED  
As I write this we are trying to cope with our 
second heavy dose of snow after recently      
experiencing temperatures a little above 
those in Antarctica, whilst in Melbourne,    
Australia this week, they recorded the highest 
temperature for 102 years! During the first 
heavy snow fall Basingstoke hit the headlines 
and I received an email from a concerned friend in France after 
seeing TV reports of abandoned cars, people marooned and schools 
closing. The weather has a habit of taking us by surprise. 
 
But something else has taken many by surprise: the young people 
who took hot drinks and food to stranded motorists, neighbours 
who broke through the inhibitions of ‘English reserve’ to help out, 
and the many acts of kindness that we have all heard of, taken part 
in or even benefited from. Perhaps those of us who didn’t live 
through ‘the War’ but heard about it from parents or grandparents 
may now appreciate something of the way people can support and 
help each other in times of need. Perhaps we need each other more 
than we care to admit and the way that politics and economics 
have shaped our society has   deconstructed community and      
created an individualistic, systematic form of life which is damaging 
us? We could easily have a good debate on this topic e.g. care of 
the elderly, housing, family life, education. Times like this ought to 
make us stop and think about the world order in which we are   
conspiring. 
 
In the Christian calendar we are in the season of Epiphany, the     
season of surprises, expressed succinctly in the carol, ‘We three 
kings’, when Persian astrologers somehow found their way to the 
birth place of Jesus, where they presented the equivalent of        
National     Lottery winnings to Mary and Joseph and worshipped 
the child in the manger. How about that for the unexpected! 
 
The Christian story is full of surprises: the biggest being that God  
himself has come to us to make himself known in Jesus, not as a 
judge but with kindness and mercy to call us home, back to himself. 
As a Christian minister, it’s no longer surprising when I meet people 
who express the same surprise that I once experienced - the reality  
of the love of God and his presence in their lives. 
 
Christian greetings, 

 

Revd. Bob Politt 
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 Tuesday 2nd   11.00am   Lunch Club at Sherfield Village Hall 

Sunday  7th     10.30am  Family worship led by Peter Blundell 

                       6.30pm  Informal worship at 1 Poplar Close, Sherfield 

Tuesday 9th    11.00am   Lunch Club at Sherfield Village Hall                 

                         7.45pm  Church members meeting at Camberley                       
                                       Church.  

Saturday 20th   2.30pm Disables Christian Fellowship at Camberley 

Sunday   21st  10.30am  Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

                        6.30pm Informal Worship at 1 Poplar Close Sherfield 

Monday  22nd   8.00pm  Bible Study at Cross House, Bramley.      

Tuesday 23rd  11.00am  Lunch Club at Sherfield Village Hall 

Wednes. 24th    7.00pm  Swimming at Tadley Pool 

Saturday 27th 11.00am   NEW. Open Morning at the Chapel.   
                                        Sale of Goods for Tearfund and Mencap   
                                        with refreshments. 

Sunday   28th 10.30am   Family Worship led by Alistair Sneddon                        

                         3.00pm   Bible Study at the Chapel 

And every: 

Tuesday          10.30am  Open Morning (please phone) 

Wednesday       2.00pm  Kurling at Ridgeway Centre, Buckskin. 

                                        (Mencap) 

BREACH LANE CHAPEL 
Sherfield on Loddon 
Contact: Rev Chris Russell 01276 21469 
             Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 
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ST.MARY’S CHURCH 
Stratfield Saye 
proposed changes to Sunday 
worship 
The Parochial Church Council     
members of Stratfield Saye church    
requested a special meeting with me 
last month to discuss a revised pat-
tern of worship to start on Easter Day, on a trial basis, for the     
remainder of the year. The request is to hold all services at 
10.00am; to continue with the current 10.00am Family Service on 
the first Sunday of each month; to have one other service on the 
3rd Sunday of each month, alternating between a traditional    
communion service and a new pattern for Morning Worship.  Major 
festivals and  Remembrance Sunday would continue as normal. 
I am happy and willing to do my best to provide this new pattern of 
worship and hope that parishioners will give their support by        
attending and helping to develop the worshipping life of this very 
special church community.                            Revd Bob Politt  Rector 

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH  
Sherfield on Loddon 

Open Days 
13th and 27th February 
10am - 4pm.  
A list of all the Open Day dates for the year 
is displayed in the Lych Gate at the Church. 
 
Everyone is welcome to visit for quiet    
reflection, a prayer, to study the architecture  
or to view the church with a  wedding in 
mind.    

 
Starting on Ash Wednesday. Communion  
at 11.00am each Wednesday during Lent. 
 
Following the celebration of God coming to us in 
the birth of Jesus, we now remind ourselves of 
the purpose of Christ’s coming: to die for the sins 
of the world and to rise again to bring us new life 
and an eternal future. 



 

 

k.t.morris@btinternet.com 

Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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Renowned for delicious 
food, great ales and a 

warm welcome 
 

www.whitehartsherfield.co.uk 
White Hart, Reading Road, Sherfield on Loddon, 

Hants, RG27 0BT 

01256 882280 

Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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Country Pub & Restaurant 

www.thenewcricketers.com 
Enquiries@thenewcricketers.com 

 
Book Now for Valentines Day! 
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BRAMLEY ART 
CLASSES 

Antonia Dewhurst is teaching classes in 
Drawing & Painting. 

 
Monday 10.00-12.00am and 12.30-2.30pm 

Wednesdays 7.00-9.00pm 
£90 for 10 weeks.  £80 OAPs 

 
Situated in Cufaude Lane,         

Beginners & Improvers welcome. 
Tel: 01256 883876 

 

Sherfield Private Hire 
Local Journeys.  Airports. 

Any distance. 

Travel tokens accepted. 

Contact Laurie Morse 

07785 221538 

Jenny Edwards 
www.solematters.co.uk 

Hot Stone Massage 
Reflexology      Reiki 
Aromatherapy massage 
Treat yourself           your mind 
                                       your body 
            your soul 

to the ultimate in relaxation 

01256 880829 

 

 
 
 
 

 

SHERFIELD 0-5’S 
Every Tuesday 1.30 – 3.30pm 

Sherfield On Loddon Village Hall 

Climbing frame, toys, parachute games, 
singing,  

juice and biscuits, tea and coffee. 
A great place to meet new people and 

make new friends – 
everyone welcome!  Come and join us for 

an afternoon  
designed to wear out your children! 

Contacts: Judith 01256 883551,  

Becky 880894, Kerry 880167  

Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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CONCERNED ABOUT PAYING YOUR FUEL 
BILLS? 
 
Top tips for people struggling with or worried about fuel payments. 
 
You might be able to reduce your costs by changing fuel supplier.  
Shop around for the best deal and compare by telephoning        
suppliers in your area or using one of the approved online         
comparison services (listed on www.consumerfocus.org.uk ). You 
should take a meter reading in the day you change supplier. 
Even without changing supplier you could save money. 
Speak to your existing supplier and check that you are on the best 
tariff for you.  
You may be able to take advantage of one of the various energy       
efficiency schemes and grants that are available, such as the Warm  
Front scheme.  
The scheme is government funded and provides energy advice and 
grants to help with the costs of home insulation.  Details about how 
to apply are on the Warm Front website at: www.warmfront.co.uk, 
or call eaga on freephone 0800 316 2805. 
If you're on a low income you might be entitled to extra help during  
cold weather. 
You might be able to get a cold weather payment for every week of 
very cold weather in your area. This year, the cold weather       
payment is £25 for each period of cold weather.  To get a cold 
weather payment you have to be     receiving certain benefits. If 
you are and the weather is cold enough in your area you will    
automatically receive a cold weather payment. You don't have to 
apply for the payment. 
If you are 60 or over, you can get a Winter Fuel Payment to help with 
your fuel costs.  
The Winter Fuel Payment is a tax-free payment paid every year 
over the  winter months 

Need further information or Help? 
Basingstoke Citizens Advice Bureau can help you with queries you 
have on budgeting, benefits and debt, relationships, immigration, 
employment issues, and consumer rights.  
We operate a drop-in service 10.00am to 3.30pm on Monday,    
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday and Saturday mornings 10am to 
12 mid-day. 

The Advice Line telephone number is 01256 322814 
The CAB outreach service in Popley operates on a Monday           
afternoon 
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Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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THANK YOU 
Dan and Jane Farrow, who married on the 17th October 2009, 
would like to thank everybody who gave a donation to                  
St. Leonard’s Church extension fund in lieu of wedding presents. 
Their generosity resulted in the grand sum of £850 being raised, 
which, with the benefit of gift aid, was increased to £1020. 

‘TODDLER TIME’ 
from Babies to 5’s 

St Leonard’s Church, Sherfield 
 

The next Toddler service is on  
Wednesday 24th February 2010  

4.00-4.20pm 
 

Nursery Rhymes, Story, Prayer. 
Healthy refreshments for the toddlers. 

Meet on the red carpet in church.    All welcome 
Please contact Kate Brooks kbrooks.wildmoor@googlemail.com 

Tough Questions Evenings at the Four Horseshoes 
 8.00pm Wednesday 10th February 

Here are two questions for you to think about: 

“What’s God got to do with politics?  Religion is irrelevant.” 

All are welcome.       Bob Politt  and Karen Blakeley 

bobpolitt@btinternet.com karen.blakeley@waverleylearning.co.uk 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY COLLECTING BOXES 
from Reverand Neville Biden. 
The time has come round again for The Children’s Society House       
Collecting Boxes to be gathered in and the Donations counted and 
paid into the bank.  Peter Chessell has agreed to collect in the 
boxes. Please bring them to St. Leonards by 7th February, (14th at 
the latest) This will give us time to do all the counting and payment 
into the bank by the end of February, as requested by the Society, 
and return the emptied boxes to Box Holders. 
During the year I was contacted by two people in Hartley Wespall 
who had boxes. If there are other folk with boxes who have not had 
them collected and emptied for two or three years please contact 
Peter. [01256 478050] or me [01256 880459]. 
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Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

HAVEN  MEMORIALS 
 

Your Local Stonemason 
Office   01252  811691 

Evenings  01256  881044 
Memorial renovation a speciality 

This style standard size memorial in 
various materials, including VAT and 
letters. 

Fixed in your local 

Cemetery or  

Churchyard 
Only £ 695.00  
Full details on application 
 

 

Petra Jewellery 
Established 1979 
    Independent    

Family Jewellers 

 

www.petrajewellery.com 
01256 355945 

Viables Craft Centre, Basingstoke, RG22 4BJ 

Repairs & Alterations 

Commission work 

Free design consulta-
tions 

Wedding and                  
Engagement Rings 

Fine diamond specialists 
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PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
Contributed by Revd. Sammie Armstrong, 
assistant priest to the Benefice. 

Text for the month  
St Matthew 5 : 3 & 5 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 
earth. 
 
Prayer for the month 
To you, Lord, I owe life itself.  Rule over me this day and lead me 
on your path.  Put your word in my mind and your truth in my 
heart, that this day I neither think nor feel anything, except what is 
good and honest.  Protect me from lies, protect me from falsehood, 
help me to discern deception whenever I meet it.  Let my eyes   
always look straight ahead on the road you wish me to tread.   
As you watch over me and bless me during the hours of day, so I 
pray that you will watch over me during the long hours of night.   
Amen. 
 
Prayer points for February 
 
Pray for all who experience difficulty with their daily tasks while the 
weather is severe.   
Pray for all charities, organisations and individuals who give help to 
those without homes, to those without adequate heating, to those 
struggling to obtain their basic needs.   
Pray that God will renew in us all the responsibility, in His love, to 
offer comfort and practical help where it is needed. 
Pray that, as Fairtrade Fortnight approaches, there may be food 
and shelter enough for each person on this earth. 
Pray that local and national leaders may act with integrity in      
worship and speak to us truthfully. 
Pray with compassion for all who are locked in physical or          
emotional pain and all who are weighed down with worry. 

PARISH REGISTERS 
BAPTISMS           Helen BOWATER 20.12.09  St. Leonard’s,  Sherfield 
                          Ben DAVEY 10.01.10  St. Leonard’s Sherfield 
 
FUNERAL            Sheila READING   24.12.09  St. Leonard’s Sherfield 
 
CONFIRMATION  Ten candidates    17.01.10  St. Leonard’s Sherfield 
                          See pages 24 and 25. 
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Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

ELLIOTT’S 
LANDSCAPING 

Tree Surgery 
Stump Grinding 
Hedge Cutting 
Fencing 
Decking 
Power Washing 
Turfing 
Garden Maintenance 

Peter Elliott  01256 883743 
Mobile:    07725 749 644 
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There’s never enough time to do …   
Garden Clearance, Seasonal Tidies, Grass Cutting, Turfing, Hedge Trimming, 

Steam Cleaning (Patios, Paths, Walls), Creosoting.  

We offer weekly, fortnightly, monthly, quarterly visits or one-off tidy ups 
Tel: 01256 880333 or Mob: 07776 211211  

www.masonsgardens.co.uk   enquiries@masonsgardens.co.uk 

Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

     
Rewires, Fuse boxes,  

security lights 
Garden lights, alarms quotes free 

  www.j-elec.com  
info@j-elec.com 
0118 942 7553    

David and Mary Cole 

and Will’s Garden Services. 

Boars Bridge Farm, Little London 
Tel: 01256 881354 

Mobile: 07951917943 or 07986616687 
Email: david.cole7@tesco.net 

We offer a complete range of garden services, 
garden clearance and tidying, mowing, pruning, hedge cutting, patio cleaning, 

fencing, patios, turfing, etc. 
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Est. 1982                             Charity No. 1029688 

For further information, 
please contact us on 
01256 880903 

For a prospectus/   
application fo rm, contact 

01256 883162 

E-mai l:  happyfacesplaygroup@hotmai l.co.uk 
Website:  www.happy-faces-playgroup.co.uk 

01189812916 

 

 

 

Happy Faces Playgroup 
Sherfield-on-Loddon 

“Bring your happy face to our  
happy place” 

A small, friendly playgroup for  
children aged 2 years 6 months to 

school age 
Flexible Sessions 
including all day 

Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

Full time childcare O-4 years.   
Free funded hours available  

for over 3’s.  
Situated in Pebbles Children’s   

Centre, Chineham Park. 
E-mail:  

littlepearlsnursery@live.co.uk 

Little  
Pearls     
Nursery 

Tel:01256 462804 or 
01256 464750 
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SUPER FAST BROADBAND IN OUR AREA? 
Contributed by Bryan Jenkins 

Help us get connected to super-fast broadband 
You may have read that BT Openreach is upgrading the broadband 
infrastructure to many parts of Basingstoke with optical fibre.  
Apparently Basingstoke will be one of only two towns in the South 
East where the first phase of Next Generation Access Broadband 
will be installed. This will enable download speeds of up to 40 
MEGs, with a guaranteed minimum of 15 MEG and upload speeds 
of up to 5 MEGs, allowing you to: 
• Download music tracks in less than 5 seconds 
• Game online in HD 
• Watch movies and sports events online in HD 
• Video conference easily with friends and family 
• Everyone in your household will be able to do want they   

want online at the same time. 
 
Unfortunately, not everyone in Basingstoke will benefit from this  
initial upgrade.  
Sherfield is not in the first phase.  
However, BT is seeking registrations from those who would like to 
get the upgrade in future phases in order to plan future roll outs.  
 
You can help Sherfield to be upgraded by registering your interest.  
Just access the web site at: 
basingstoke.gov.uk/business/news/broadband.htm 
and enter your post code into the postcode checker.  
Then fill in the registration form that appears. It doesn’t commit 
you to anything, but a good set of registrations from Sherfield may 
help to raise us up the BT installation list. 
 

 

SHERFIELD ON LODDON 
VILLAGE GREEN  
 
From Jayne Hawkins, Clerk to       
Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council  
Tel: 01252 673172   
Mob: 07833098752   
 
The next Village Green Meeting will be on 2nd February 2010, 
7.30pm in the Garden Room of Sherfield Village Hall.   
Everyone Welcome. 
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 FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 
MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 
Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans  
available. 

 
1 Seal Road, Basingstoke, 

RG21 7NQ  
Tel: 01256 844663 

Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

R & G Fencing 
Fencing, decking 

and sheds.   
For a FREE and friendly      

quotation  
with no obligation 

Contact 07760252588 

or 01256 332256 

YOUR COUNTRY FLORIST  
CHINEHAM 

Traditional and contemporary 
flowers for 

all occasions 
Weddings, Funerals, Parties etc. 
Remember your loved one the 
best way possible, with flowers.  
1 Reading Road, Chineham   

RG24 8LN 
(next to Indian Restaurant) 

Tel/Fax 01256 840222   
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WHO ARE THESE EDITORS? 
Regular readers of the Loddon Valley Link will have  

noticed that there are three editors.   
Sheena and Brian Archer and Simon Boase.   

Taking turns, we usually produce two consecutive editions each.    
Profiles of who we are and how we got here follow. 

 
Sheena: 
I had discovered that by leaving school and 
going to, what was then a Technical College, 
I could do “0” and “A” Level GCSs at once, 
finish a year earlier than sixth form and not 
have to wear school uniform or play hockey.  
So at 17, armed with sufficient exam grades,   
I left home to work for a year at the       
Pestalozzi Children’s Village followed by 
three years at the Teacher’s Training       
College then attached to Leicester           
University.  After the obligatory probationary 
year in school I emerged as a fully fledged 

EDITORIAL  
It is not usual for the editorial page to be quite so far from the 
front, in any publication but, as you will see, the reason is that the 
three editors feature as this months special item, starting below.  
Was that you who just said we are scraping the barrel!?  Well …. 
the committee would always like to receive articles from readers 
for consideration for publishing …... half an A5 page, a whole A5 
page or more, perhaps with pictures….and where are the photos of 
your club events that I  appealed for last month? 
 
Do support the “Messiah from Scratch” on Saturday 27th February.  
You can come to sing or watch.  Plenty of people are needed for 
both.  A Big choir needs a big audience and a big audience need 
something to listen to…….. So apply now. See pages 28 and 29 for 
information about the event. 
 
Brian is Editor for March and Easter.  Please make sure he gets 
your items for the March edition by 16th February at the latest, but 
it is always good to have material early. See page 46 for his contact  
details and those for display advertisement and small ads. 
 
Here is hoping for snow drops rather than more snow flakes!   
Sheena Archer. Editor. 
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Home  Economics teacher. (Cooking/Nutrition and Needlework) 
with subsidiary  teaching subjects of Art and English.  I then spent 
30 years during the late 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s teaching in        
comprehensive schools and adult weekend and evening courses in 
a variety of Food, Textiles, Child Development and First Aid       
subjects, adding a  Bachelor of Arts in Social History and English  
Literature to my CV along the way. The development of the        
National Curriculum in the 80s, encompassed most of what I was 
doing within the new “Design and Technology”.  As I had worked 
with examination boards as an examiner and in the development of 
syllabuses, I was asked to write the new National Curriculum Key 
Stage 3 “Design and Technology” text book in Food and Textiles, 
which was published by Hampshire L.E.A. and used in many other 
counties too. I also contributed to several other text books.      
Computer technology developed in school Technology                 
Departments so, along with my subjects, the timetable dictated 
that I was teaching computing, which I could grasp and technical 
drawing and resistant materials (wood and metal work) which I 
could not!  I did believe that the old days of “Food and Nutrition”, 
“Child Development Studies” and “Needlework” had been more          
educationally sound, so one day, when the Headmaster said there 
would be four redundancies on the staff unless some took early  
retirement, I did……for the sake of the other staff you understand! 
I was free to do free-lance jobs!  I researched history and wrote 
educational material for the Wey and Arun Canal Trust.  As      
Longbridge Mill opened I worked part-time organising the milling 
and historical research.  I also designed, showed and sold           
embroidery packs at venues such as the National Exhibition Centre 
under my new company “Bowman Design”.  
I renewed my “Advanced Food Hygiene Certificate” and taught day 
courses for an agency with a contract in Chelsea and Kensington.   
I worked part-time at Milestones Museum with the costumed staff 
and began to make their costumes.  The Museums’ grapevine took 
over!  After two years at Milestones I had so many requests for   
costumes from Edinburgh to Truro that I left Milestones to fulfil the 
orders….and that is what I do now. See www.bowmandesign.co.uk  
for pictures (I have added some photos of Sherfield children who 
are now teenagers!).   
It was in 1988 that Brian and I moved to Sherfield on Loddon and 
joined St. Leonard’s Church.  After I had  retired from teaching and 
could organise my own working time an English degree, computer 
and designing skills, publishing, local history, working with people 
and committees, all led to becoming an editor of “Loddon Valley 
Link”, “The Church Directory” and “The Church Brochure”,  
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Simon 

What led to the zenith of my life so far—
Editor of the Link. 

It started off a long time ago with one of 
my favourite toys, Meccano. I loved     
building things (or rather taking things 
apart, then wondering how they went back     
together) and so started off in mechanical 
engineering. This was at a time when the 
north east still had shipyards, just, and the 

country actually produced things. However, this all seemed to 
come to an end just as I wanted to start, so a swift rethink was        
required and I started playing with computers. VDU’s then were 
quite radical! The first ‘proper’ computer I got my hands on running 
took five people to wait on it in shifts, had it’s own air-conditioned 
office and was called HAL. (The last bit’s not true, but it did whistle 
when it got busy.)  

This led me on to smaller and smaller things as Moores Law came 
into effect (IC processing power doubles every 2 years). I started 
having to deal with the main problem of technological advances, 
people. Putting in IT systems around the world for a variety of   
companies kept me on the move. Everything from keeping         
helicopters in the air to more vital work making sure beer deliveries 
could be traced. The latter, obviously, involved extensive product 
testing.  

While most of my work had been London based, meeting my      
current partner (kiss, kiss, kiss) brought me to live in the Loddon 
Valley, and a 500 year old house in need of a bit of a facelift. Living 
and working  in the community meant I also wanted to get more 
involved in local life, hence my tenure as a parish councillor 
(Stratfield Turgis) and subsequent editorship of The Link. At the 
same time, as a change from all the ‘big’ IT I’ve been involved in, 
I’ve set up a small business building websites for individuals and 
small businesses (www.villagewebshop.co.uk).  

So, why get involved with The Link? On moving to the area I’d 
found the little yellow booklet useful for finding out about what was 
going on locally (or in Sherfield at least!). Having set up a website 
for my village (www.stratfieldturgis.org.uk), I felt I could offer some     
technological assistance to The Link team, but perhaps more        
importantly all the experience of dealing with that technological 
anathema, people, meant I felt I could bring something extra to the 
table. However, the pay’s dreadful and the hours onerous but,  
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overall, I’ve really enjoyed my first few stints as editor. Either I 
must be mad, or perhaps it’s the great team of people who make it 
worthwhile. Who'd have thought a love of Meccano would get me 
into this. 

                       
Brian:  
As you will see, from the previous two        
articles, the development of technology 
from the early 1960's was to have major 
impact on communication and the spread 
of information to an ever widening        
audience.  
 
From the Royal Academy of Music,       
organist and choir master in churches, 
music teaching, composer, conductor and 
being Head of Music Departments in 
schools, I had been appointed Deputy 
Head of a large Grammar School.   

 
The need for an effective means of communication was brought 
home to me in the first summer holiday when I went in to       
complete the (hand written) new timetable.  I was met with 
reams of paper spiralling out of an ancient Gestetner copier (the 
only machine in the school), burying Fred, the science technician, 
who was running off worksheets in preparation for the new term. 
(Fred must have had a   special relationship with the school         
secretary, under whose control the Gestetner rested, for nobody 
else was ever allowed anywhere near it!). Why, I asked, was the 
science technician spending all this time running off    worksheets 
rather than preparing experiments?   
The technician's reply I'm afraid is unprintable!  
It did get me wondering how we might improve the situation.  
 
Teachers, willing to write personalised material, for the pupils they 
knew best, should have a better means of producing it. 
I set about establishing a Resource Centre in the school, staffed by a 
technician to provide a service to teachers.  When video recorders 
became available, the Centre recorded television programmes for 
the staff to use in lessons as appropriate.  When, in the late 1970's, 
computers started to find their way into schools, the Resource   
Centre provided training and support to teachers in their use.  
At the beginning it took a great leap of faith to provide a room,  
together with machinery and equipment and the support staff we 
needed, but once established we wondered how we had ever     
managed without a Resource Centre, 
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Once our Resource Centre was established, we had a steady stream 
of visitors from other schools to see how it was managed and run. 
As improvements in photocopying, printing and reprographics 
came along the more ambitious we became in the production and 
sophistication of teaching materials.  
 
Nowadays, it's the norm for schools, or even individual depart-
ments, to have resource support and for teachers to use computers 
and other new technology to produce excellent learning materials.  
 
The Technological that revolutionised industry and schools finally 
found its way into the community with many enterprises that we 
see around us today. It is hard to believe what a short time has 
elapsed for parish and community magazines - some in full colour  
- to appear in churches, community centres and through our letter 
boxes. 
 
The Loddon Valley Link started its life as a single A4 sheet providing 
news items about local events and church activities.  Percy Simms 
was the editor, feature writer, printer (he too used a Gestetner   
machine belonging to the Church), collator and distributer!  
              
I offered to have it printed in my School Resource Centre (the 
school supported such charitable work for other establishments 
too).  I was then asked if I would be willing to become joint Editor 
with Percy (couldn't you just see that coming!).  I agreed and so 
we made the single news sheet into a booklet and bounced into 
the technological era. We modernised its style; we were able to 
include many more articles, producing a FREE magazine for the 
whole community.  
When the Church obtained its own printer I took a break and    
Donald Dawson, later with the help of Claire Osbourne, was sole 
editor for five years, putting the magazine onto his computer.  
Later Claire Osbourne joined as an editor and when I retired from 
school, I was pleased to return and Sheena joined too.   
 
We are concerned with spreading news and information to our  
community and find it is a very creative process. 
 
 
Present editor, Sheena.  
Gestetner machines?  How very new fangled!  
At that time, in my school, we teachers were fighting for the use of an old 
Banda machine  in the staffroom and getting  hands and clothes covered 
in blue ink at 8am, even before the school day had started!  
 
And what is this about having technicians? 
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CONFIRMATION  

BY BISHOP OF WINCHESTER  
ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH,  SHERFIELD on LODDON 

Sunday 17th January 2010 
 

     welcome to the world-wide Christian Family!       Revd Bob Politt  

Following a series of sessions exploring the Christian faith together,    
I was able to present 10 people to the Bishop of Winchester, the    
Rt Revd Michael Scott-Joynt, at this year’s service of Confirmation.  
The age and the background of the candidates was remarkable           
including 6 students, two newly marrieds, a mum and a pensioner. 
Their working experience ranged from students, a marketing      
representative, a scientist, a former goal keeper for AFC       
Bournemouth and an engineer for Formula 1, now retired. From a 
variety of backgrounds and ages, what they have in common is 
their Christian faith and trust in Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  

Sarah WOOLLETT  
Kate BROOKS     
Ben DAVEY     
Donald FROST    
Paul HARRISON 

Grace BLAKELEY  
Helen BOWATER      
Megan FRIGHT 
Hester WATSON 
Maddie WATSON      

 



 

 

Page 25 

St. LEONARD’S CHURCH CHOIR 
After very few rehearsals, in adverse weather conditions,              
St. Leonard's “Occasional” Choir sang at the Candlelit Carol Service on  
December 12th 2009.  The choir sang four solo pieces:  “O Holy 
Night”,  “The Shepherd's Song”, “Infant Holy” and  “A Child is born in            
Bethlehem” (the latter being composed for the occasion by  their         
director Brian Archer).      
The ladies’ sections of the choir also sang at the Confirmation Service on 
Sunday, January 17th 2010, with Bishop Michael leading the service.  
They sang the anthem, “O Taste and See” by Vaughan Williams, and             
“The Magnificat”, composed by Brian.  Soloists were Jane Abrams and 
Rody Politt and organists were Brian Archer and Mike Abrams. 
On both occasions, many of the congregation congratulated them for 
their beautifully singing and clear diction.  

The “senior group” with (left to right) the  Revd. Sammie Armstrong,                       
Rt. Revd. Michael Scott-Joynt, Revd. Shirley Morris and Revd. Bob Politt.  

The “student group” whose preparation was assisted by Revd. Shirley Morris           
of Hartley Witney (centre). 
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 THE LODDON PLAYERS “PRIVATE LIVES”  
Reviewed by Simon Boase. 
Back in November I had the pleasure of attending the Loddon 
Players latest production of Private Lives by Noel Coward. 
Coward's 1930’s work is all about Elliot and Amanda, the stylish 
couple who can't live together and can't live apart. The director,    
Jo Long, offers a well set up production on the brand new stage. 
Plaudits to Nick Robinson for the obvious effort that has gone into 
the design.  
The opening scene whisks us 
from a damp and chilly Sherfield 
to the balcony of the Deauville 
hotel, in which both Elliot and 
Amanda are unknowingly 
honeymooning in adjacent 
suites with their hapless new 
spouses. Sybil Chase, ably 
played by Louise Hayling, cuts a 
beautiful figure opening the 

play accompanied by her new 
husband Elliot. The play really 
gets going though, with the 
discovery by Elliot of his ex, 
Amanda, right next door.  The 
relationship between Elliot and 
Amanda is given that frisson of 
yearning by two very well judged 

performances from Matthew 
Stanley and Denise Hobbs and 
the humour of the initial scenes 
sets the tone for the rest of the 
play. 
The pair rediscover their love for 
each other in the moonlight - 
and decide to run off together.  
In the second half we are treated 
to a delightful display. The 
action moves to Amanda's Parisian apartment, while the dangerous 
mixture of love, lust, resentment and violence in their relationship 
has a thrilling intensity. (And who couldn’t resist those pink 
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POLICE REPORT 
  
from our local PC, WPC 504 Mandy Jewell.   
Tadley Police Station 
Tel: 07770 471655.  Email: 
mandy.jewell@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
 
In a number of locations across the County and 
particular on the A340 at Sherborne St John and 
at Knowl Hill, on the B3051 at   Kingsclere, there 
have been incidents when Romanians (males and females)         
pretended to have broken down, run out of petrol or having been 
involved in an accident (one of them has been lying on the verge, 
as if injured).  They flag down passing motorists and then are quite 
aggressive in asking for cash, and offering cheap jewellery in      
exchange.  They often have two foreign vehicles although not     
always. 
 
Just to let you know the latest trend seems to be theft of pedal    
cycles. 
Unfortunately there have been no witnesses to the incidents and 
there is no pattern at the moment. 
Please advise your members, if they own a pushbike, they need to 
ensure they are secured when not in use. 
 
MANDY HOLDS BEAT SURGERIES 
February Surgeries 

Saturday 6th February              
at The Shop, Sherfield on Loddon 
Tuesday 23rd February             
at The Shop, Sherfield on Loddon 
Wednesday 24th February       
at The Bakery, Bramley 
All from 09.00am to 11.00am 

pyjamas.) The previously stylish Elliot reverts to a boozy wife beater 
tormented by jealousy while Amada half believes she deserves such 
punishment because she worries that her own morals are so lax. 
The subsequent fight is brilliantly acted and thanks must go to the 
maid, Louise (Jacqui Morris), clearing up the aftermath. There is 
sharp comic support throughout from Louise Hayling and Peter 
Francis as the casually discarded spouses. 
I, along with the packed house, thoroughly enjoyed myself and can 
wholeheartedly recommend seeing the Loddon players in their next 
production. 



 

 

 HANDEL’S MESSIAH 
These are extracts from a longer article by John Williams, which we 

hope to   include at a later date 
The most remarkable feature of Handel’s Messiah is that it consists 
entirely of biblical quotations. Charles Jennens was responsible for 
the selection of the texts, it is evident that he had a remarkable 
grasp of the Scriptures, or at least of the Book of Common Prayer 
and the King James version of the Bible  
In his texts, Jennens was concerned with one central thought which 
he chose to develop in three parts:  
 
Part I: Promise:  
The Old Testament anticipation of the advent of the Messiah and 
the New Testament fulfillment of this expectation. 
 
Part II: Passion and Victory over a Rebellious World:  
The Old Testament anticipation of the passion and ultimate tri-
umph of the Messiah over the kingdoms of this world, and the New 
Testament fulfillment of this expectation.  The last section of Part 2 
is the Halleluiah Chorus this is the most famous piece in the entire 
oratorio.  
 
Part III:  Triumph over Death:  
The Old Testament anticipation of the victory and its New           
Testament fulfillment, securing redemption for the individual and 
proclaiming the triumph of the Messiah.  
 
Conclusion  
With this triumphant note we have come to the end of Handel’s     
Messiah. Those of us who have sung Messiah know that the           
experience leaves us all breathless. But the same is true of those 
who attend a performance of Messiah. Like Ezekiel’s opening      
vision, by which the God of glory broke into the mundane world of 
this prophet on alien soil, leaving him stunned (Ezek. 1:24), so in 
our time, many have experienced a similar emotion after Handel’s 
aural presentation of the glory of the Lord. Through music, Jennens 
and Handel have invited us to retrace the steps of the Messiah. 
 
COME ALONG ON SATURDAY 27th FEBRUARY TO SING SOME OF THE 

MESSIAH WITH US AT ST LEONARD’S CHURCH. 

 

See page 29 opposite to see how you can join in. 
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Mike Abrams  
together with  
‘Conqordia'  

invite you to come and sing 
                                                                                                

Christmas Tree Festival at St Leonard’s Church 
Thank you to all the local businesses, voluntary 
groups and individuals who contributed trees, 
helped in any way and supported this project.   
It was hard work, a lot of lessons were learned 
and enjoyed by all who attended. We met lots of 
people who came to visit and raised nearly 
£2,000 in the  
process.  My thanks to all those who worked so 
hard to make this Festival happen.  
Rody Politt 
 
Pencil Sketch of St Leonard’s 
Due to popular demand we have a    
limited number of copies of Shan 
Cheatle’s  beautiful pencil sketch of  
St Leonard’s available for £15           
unframed. Enquiries please to          
Bob Politt or the churchwardens. 

  

Saturday 27th February at St Leonard’s Church Sherfield 

Arrive at 2.45pm to start the rehearsal at  3.00pm 
3.00-5.00 rehearsal 6.30-8.30 performance. 

 We will be charging £10 for each singer and £10 to come and listen 
to the performance.  

All proceeds to go to the St Leonard’s Extension Fund 
Application form and details from Rody Politt 01256 882209 

e-mail:  rpolitt@yahoo.co.uk 
Come along and sing for fun! 

Sponsored by 

 



 

 

• BNS is your local computer company with many years 
of experience.   

• We offer a friendly, efficient service that’s excellent 
value for money. 

•We specialise in all aspects of software and hardware 
support,  maintenance and training  -  from installing 
exchange servers to servicing laptops—we can do it! 
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SHERFIELD ON LODDON 
POST OFFICE &  

STORES 

Tel: 01256 882210 
THE POST OFFICE NOW DOES 

ROAD TAX,  

TRAVEL INSURANCE,  

PERSONAL LOANS,  
CAR INSURANCE,                       

FOREIGN EXCHANGE ETC. 

For a Warm Friendly Welcome 

THE SHOP IN SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON 
Selling a vast range of groceries including: 

Local Bakery bread & Cakes:        Market fresh fruit & veg. 
Quality fresh meat & poultry:       Excellent selection of Wine 

Beer Spirits & Tobacco;                 
All at competitive prices 

THE SHOP, Reading Road, Sherfield 
Telephone: 01256 882234 

Open: Monday—Saturday 7.00 am to 7.00 pm 
Sundays 9.00 am to 5.00 pm 

 

B 
 B 
Basingstoke Network Services 

N S 

Call us on 01256 883838 
www.basingstoke-network-services.co.uk 

Your computers are our business! 
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EVERGREEN’S CLUB 

for the over 60’s 

Reported by Jean Berntsen. 
 

 
   
 
The November meeting featured a very interesting slide show given by 
Fred Berntsen, that featured a “Journey through the Canadian      
Rockies” by train. Sadly we ran out of time, so Fred will be showing 
Part 2 of the 'Journey' at the club's March meeting scheduled for the 
1st March.   
  
Our December meeting, held on the 7th, was the Club's Christmas 
Party.  Catering for the event was organised and supplied by Judy 
Woolford and the children from Daneshill School supplied the             
entertainment with carol singing accompanied by violins and piano. 
 
On December 18th thirty two members were taken by coach the Bash-
ley Park in the New Forest where they enjoyed a Christmas Dinner,       
followed by “The Old Tyme Players Christmas Show”.  Members 
who did not wish to make the journey enjoyed a Christmas Lunch at 
The Four Horse Shoes in the village on the same day. 
 
The first meeting of the New Year was held on Monday January 4th 
when the guest speaker was Trudy Rogers from solicitors Lamb Brooks.  
She gave a very interesting talk on Will making.  Following this Trudy 
gave  private interviews to members who sought advice on various 
other issues. 
 
With the year 2010 now with us a full programme of events for the 
next twelve months has been arranged.  The club is always looking 
for new members who will be made most welcome.  
 
Anyone interested in joining the Evergreens Club should contact  Jean 
Berntsen on 01256//882798. 



 

 

THE SPINE TEAM 

BRIGHTON HILL 466666 
HOOK SURGERY 763888 

HAMPSHIRE CLINIC 473208 

www.spineteam.co.uk 

Integrated Chiropractic means: 

Understand and take control of your 
back pain. 

 Investigation 

 Explanation 

 Treatment 

 Rehabilitation 

 

Liz Mckinney 
Hair and Beauty  

Therapist 

Waxing, Manicure, Pedicure 

Ear Piecing Aromatheropy 

High Lights, Low Lights 

Perms, Cuts & Styling 

Telephone:  01256 811502 

Mobile: 07867 570 577 
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 Sherfield and District  
GARDENING CLUB 
Reported by Lynne Wheeler 
Our November meeting saw Kelvin Mason delivering a talk on    
garden composting and recycling.  He explained how to start a  
compost heap and the types of materials that can be composted.  
Essentially, the whole theme was about creating a compost heap 
at no cost, using recyclable wood or wooden pallets to form a     
framework and then using items such as old carpet to retain 
heat. He emphasized that all growing matter, including weeds, 
nettles, grass cuttings, vegetable matter etc. can be composted.  
The basis for the most successful heap is to obtain the correct 
balance between carbon and nitrogen – the former being such 
things as card, paper and brown cuttings and the latter being 
vegetable   peelings, grass cuttings and weeds. Matter should 
then be broken down in a matter of weeks during the summer 
when the optimum temperature of 65 degrees can be reached.  
Kelvin caused much hilarity when he suggested that urine, which 
contains nitric acid, is a good accelerator if the heap becomes 
dry.  He closed his talk with examples of how everyday items can 
be recycled in the garden e.g. using cut off plastic bottles in the 
ground to protect plants, cutting of the end of a bottle and     
placing it in the soil so that water can be fed to the roots and 
planting sweet peas in toilet rolls so they can put down long 
roots.  An interesting, informative and entertaining talk. 
 
We closed our 2009 programme with a quiz and party night.  The 
quiz, part horticultural and part Christmas orientated, was       
delivered by John Attwood in his usual humorous style.  Food and 
beverages were provided by the members.  Bouquets were     
presented to Linda and Vanessa for all their hard work over the 
year and also to Maggie, who forgoes holidays to prepare and 
look after plants which raises much needed money for club 
funds.  2010 has a full and varied progamme, including speakers 
and garden visits.   
New members are always welcome. 
 

Next Meetings at 8p.m. in the Liddell Hall behind Sherfield Hall 
 15th February  -   Make more of your Plants - Sally Burr 
 15th March       -   Scented Garden – Anthony Powell 

For arrangements contact: Linda on 882341  
or Vanessa on 881760 
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Carl Fanning 
The Village Decorator 

Decorating the Loddon Valley Area 
Painter and Decorator 

Local Tradesman with 25 years experience 
Decorating local properties since 1980 

A “Dulux” Trade Member 
Good quality Trade Paints used -  
Internal and external decorating 

Free estimates - advice on colour and paints 
Full liability cover - all work is guaranteed 

Telephone:  Carl on: 01189 424 883                            
or:  0795 266 1965 

 



 

 

 

 
Report by Gill Fearon 

 

Page 35 

                     

 
NWR rounded off 2009 with a lovely Christmas party.  We all 
brought food and had a proper sit-down meal in a member’s house.  
After the meal we played some party games and stretched our 
minds with a Christmas quiz with some questions on the Industrial 
Revolution thrown in for good measure.  The quiz was done in pairs 
and the first and second winning pairs were rewarded with boxes of 
chocolates!  There was then some raucous carol singing using a 
karaoke machine.  Quite what the Posada figures thought of it I’m 
not sure! 
 
The first meeting of 2010 was our planning meeting when ten      
members braved the deep snow to attend.  They were warmed up 
with mulled wine on arrival!  Our theme this year is ‘Going for Gold’ 
as it is NWR’s (nationally that is, not Sherfield’s) 50th anniversary.  
We are therefore basing some of our meetings on this theme and 
ideas will be forthcoming from our national office on how we can do 
this.  Our theme evening, which will be in March this year, will be 
‘Back to the 60s’ instead of having a country theme as in the past.  
We will cook a meal containing recipes popular in the 60s, dress 
accordingly  (I think there might be more long hippy floral skirts 
than mini skirts!) and do a 60s quiz.  Other meetings we have 
planned are: reading a book written in the 60s; reading a play    
written in the 60s; and a music evening featuring 60s music.  We 
also plan to have our usual ramble (with a 60s theme?) and of 
course our Safari Supper which may or may not feature 60s food! 
 
As you can see, NWR is great fun, but with a serious side some-
times.  It was started by a housewife called Maureen Nicol in 1960 
who wanted an organisation for women linked by a national        
register, which enabled them to get out of the house to meet other 
women for discussions on all sorts of topics.  We try to strike a    
balance between serious subjects and light hearted ones.  We 
sometimes invite our  husbands/partners along too.  If you would 
like to give us a try, please ring me, Gill Fearon, on 882106. 

 



 

 

GDancePolishing.com 
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Pygmalion  
Interiors 

The complete interior design   
service. Our large showroom  

allows us to offer a wide 
range of furniture in addition 
to fabrics, wallpapers, blinds, 

flooring, pictures & prints 
and many accessories. 

 
Tel: (01252) 842287 

www.pygmalioninteriors.co.uk 
Unit 6, Warren Hill Farm, 

Hulfords Lane, Hartley Wintney 



 

 

 
Dee Bulpitt, our new President, welcomed members and 
visitors to our Christmas Party Meeting in December and thanked 
other local Women’s Institutes for their Christmas cards.   
There were 63 people present. 
 
Jerusalem was sung and Val Denny went through the                    
correspondence.   Evelyn Holdaway gave the Treasurer’s Report 
and reminded Members that she would be collecting subscriptions 
next month. Other matters of business were dealt with and Val   
mentioned that quite a few people had remarked that they would 
have liked to spend more time at Millett’s Farm which was visited 
on the way to Oxford.  On a show of hands, it was decided to have 
a trip just to that venue in the New Year.  Birthday cards were 
handed out and Dee said that there would not be a walk this 
month.  Dee thanked Marlene King for organising the Christmas 
Tree for the Festival in St Leonard’s Church representing “Angels 
from the Realms of Glory” and all the helpers.  She gave thanks 
also to all the craft ladies for the Christmas decorations in the hall 
and on the tables for the party.  Dee then reminded everyone that 
the January Meeting would start at 12 noon and follow last year’s 
format;  Soup and sandwiches; Bring and Buy and there would 
also be Archives on show in addition to the usual Business     
Meeting.    
This Business Meeting closed at 2.45 p.m. 
 
We were then entertained by Mr Maddy, a magician, who ex-
plained that he had been interested in “magic” since he was a 
young boy.  He went on to perform many tricks, some involving 
the audience, including one brave Member who volunteered to 
have her hand cut off!!!  Val gave the vote of thanks.                    
A sumptuous tea followed and the Raffle was drawn. 
 
Our January Meeting was cancelled owing to the very bad weather 
(thick snow)! 
 
Next Meeting  -  Wednesday, 10th February. 
ANNUAL LUNCH AT BCOT AT 12 NOON.  
AFTERWARDS WE MEET IN  SHERFIELD VILLAGE HALL  AT                          
APPROXIMATELY 2.30 P.M.  
For WI matters contact Val Denny 01256 882410 
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THE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
Reported by Ilene Iles 



 

 

M. Elliott 
Builders 

FREE ESTIMATES 
No job too small 

Garden Walls 
Patios 

Extensions 
Driveways 

Block paving 
Steps 
etc. 

Telephone 01256 334233 
Mobile 07729263775 
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Trading Standards 
approved 

No job too small 
          Free estimates 

* Bathroom/shower installations * leaky taps  
* blocked drains * move or replace radiators 
* heating system flushes * blocked gutters *  

Looking for a Plumber? 
Bramley Plumbing Services Ltd 

Office:   01256 880853 
Mobile:  07770 851598 

www.bramleyplumbing.co.uk 
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NEWS OF ANNETTE HILL 
 

Many of you will know Annette Hill from Sherfield whose WW2 flying 
experiences were featured in a recent edition of the Link . Just 
to  let you know that she has recently moved to a residential nurs-
ing home.  She had been in hospital for many months after she 
broke her wrist and is now wheelchair bound.  She is in excellent 
spirits and her mind is as sharp as ever.  She would love to see or 
hear from friends in the village.   
Her address is:  
Oak Lodge Nursing Home, Rectory Road, Oakley, Basingstoke,  
RG23 7EL             Telephone 01256 780222 
Contributed by Sally Hennessey 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
Hampshire Mobile Library stops 
near Sherfield on Loddon  
Village Hall on Fridays; 
 

February 5th and 19th 

 

Time 

3.25p to 3.50pm 

 
 

 

REMINDER 
Have you ordered your tickets  

for the “Messiah from Scratch” yet? 

Are you singing or listening? 

See page 28 and 29 

Halleluiah, Halleluiah, Hallaaaluiiahhh! 



 

 

 

 
. 
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Solar Water Heating Accredited Installer 
Free Initial Survey and Estimate 

Telephone: 01256 882309 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
OFTEC registered  
Oil boiler installer 

 

Unit 2  Berry Court Business Park 
Bramley Road, Little London 

Tel: 01256 880044 
Fax 01256 880046 

Email: admin@pscservices.co.uk 
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Tel. 01256-882736 or 882368  Mob. 07836 626323 
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email:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk 
Call Pip Iles: Tel. 01256 880559  

YOU WOULD LIKE A DISPLAY ADVERTISMENT  
IN THE LODDON VALLEY LINK? 
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Bruce Batting 

Chris Horton 

Ursula Lambden 

Sue Handasyde-Dick 

Revd. Bob Politt 

Geoff Belsham                            

Chris Russell                     

Father Vincent Harvey  

Andy Stevens 

Jean Berntsen 

Fred Berntsen  

Don Campbell  

Peggy Hutchins                        

Chris Horton 

See back pages of magazine  

Helen Belsham                           

Gill Fearon 

Penny Mayo 

Sheila Campbell (Chair) 

Ivan Gosden (Chair) 

Jayne Hawkins (Clerk) 

Mandy Jewell    

Police Control Room 

Natalie Larner 

 

Doreen Tosswill 

Nick Robinson 

Linda Sycamore 

Natalie Larner 

Norman Stanley 

Judith Sullivan                           

Geraldine House-Barklie             

Bruce Batting                         

Jean Wright  

Val Denny  
  

 
Jan Martin      

Bruce Batting 

Alan Ball 
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Allotments. 

Basingstoke Gazette.    

Bingo.   

Brownies. 

St. Leonard’s Church.                              

Breach Lane Chapel. 

 

Catholic Church 

Cricket Club 

Evergreens.                    

Football (Junior)              

Football (Seniors)  

Happy Faces Playgroup 

Loddon Players 

Loddon Valley Link. 

Lunch Club.  

NWR.   

Stratfield Saye P. Council. 

Stratfield Turgis P. Meeting 

Sherfield Parish Council 

 

Police - Local beat officer 

Police - Report an incident 

Poppies. 

Post Office 

Sher. Community Care Grp  

Sherfield Fete. 

Sher. Dist. Gardening Club 

Sherfield Show. 

Short Mat Bowls. 

Toddler Group 0-5s.  

Tree Warden.  

Village Grn. Volunteers.  

Whist Drive.  

Women’s Institute 

Village Hall  

Caretaker/Bookings. 

Management Committee 

Fund Raising Committee                                                                                                                                             

Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
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WAG TAILS DOG SERVICE. 
Are you looking for a  reliable trustworthy local dog walker in Sherfield, 
Bramley, Chineham, and Old Basing. Please contact Katie on 01256 
880446 or mobile 07825040506 

LOCAL DECORATING SERVICES 
Experienced decorator for both interior and exterior.  Local   references 
available plus photo portfolio.  Competitive prices.  No job too small.  
Call for free estimate.  Adam 01256 883171 or 07957 642068 

SM
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LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER                                                          
Self Assessment Tax Returns + Arrears + Claims + Payroll + Self Em-
ployed + VAT Returns.  Initial consultation free.                       
Call 07920 112533 or email to david_hitchins@msn.com 

PC SUPPORT 
For upgrades, repairs, internet access and wireless problems,  
virus removal, data recovery, friendly advice and speedy help in times of 
PC crisis call Ian on 07977 143310. £20 per hour. 

WEBSITE DESIGN  For websites from a little as £25, backed up by a 
full management service.  The web your way.  Phone 07984033914. 
www.villagewebshop.co.uk 

FITMAMA-MATERNITY HEALTH & FITNESS  
Pregnancy exercise. Postnatal exercise. Pelvic floor & core repair. 
Classes & Private Sessions available.  07753 668 843 

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR and EXTERIOR DECORATOR 
First class job guaranteed.  Over 30 years experience. No job too small.  
For a free competitive estimate ring Ian on 01256 882132 or mobile 
07876021772  

REFLEXOLOGY    Feeling under the weather/post flu?  Reflexology can 
put you back on your feet!  Maternity and    Fertility reflexology also.  Call 
Sally on 01256 882133 www.sallysfootworks.co.uk 

BURGLAR ALARMS--SECURITY SYSTEMS Small and friendly SSAIB 
and police approved security company offers   competitive quotations for 
burglar  alarms and security systems.   
Tel. 01256 276 016. E-mail info@allsecuresecurity.co.uk 

Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk  
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OVERCOME YOUR FEARS AND ANXIETIES 
Thought field therapy (TFT) will rapidly eliminate all kinds of emotional 
distress, smoking, overeating, etc. If you would like your emotional dis-
tress removed call Tony for an appointment. 01256 787056 or 
07825040505 or tony@3sense.co.uk.  

PILATES CLASSES 
Run by chartered Physiotherapist. Small group sessions at Sherfield 
Village Hall. Call Kate Varney on 01256 880201 or 07809407585. Email 
varney456@btinternet.com 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
Established local reliable company. From dripping taps to bathroom 
refurbishments. Gas Safe approved (Corgi), boiler servicing and 
replacements. Lady plumber available. Contact Niall on 01256 818086 / 
07774741021 
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For either type of advertisement the email address is:   

advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE 
Small ads. are £4 monthly for a maximum of 30 words.   
Space permitting. Requests are dealt with in order. 
Contact Winston Bruce 01256 883277  
Display ads. Price varies according to your requirements. 
Please contact Pip Iles  01256 880559 to discuss all aspect of      
display advertisements featured in this magazine 

LODDON PHOTOGRAPHY 
"We shoot people, like you, with results you'll love" visit us at... 
www.loddonphotography.com 

 



 

 

 Loddon Valley Link Management Committee 

Brian Archer                   Tel: 01256 882099                      
email: brianarcher@btinternet.com 

Editor for the March  
and April editions.   

Email: editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk 

Secretary                    Esme Ward            Tel. 01256 880503       
                                  email: geoc.ward@btinternet.com 
Acting Secretary:     Ilene Iles    Tel. 01256 880559 
                                    email: pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 
Hartley Rep.:              Dr. John Williams           Tel. 01256 882705 
                                  email: lawnfarm@aol.com 
Sherfield Park Rep:   Chris Wright                   Tel: 01256 880436 
 
Stratfield Saye Rep:  Germano Giugovaz        Tel: 01189 332166   
  
Editor:                         Sheena Archer     Tel: 01256 882099 
                                     email: sheenaarcher@btinternet.com 
Editor May+June        Simon Boase    Tel. 01256 881250 
& Webmaster              email: simon.boase@bigfoot.com 
 
Committee Member  Claire Osborne     Tel: 01256 324458 
                                    email: guyclaire@ukonlineonline.co.uk 

All ads. Email:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk 

Display adverts.   
enquiries to:    
 

Pip Iles                           Tel. 01256 880559 
email: pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 

Treasurer and            Winston Bruce               Tel.01256 883277 
Small ads.                   email: win.bruce@tiscali.co.uk 

Deadline for small ads. for February edition 10th January 

Deadline for inclusion in March edition is Tuesday 16th February  

Chairman:                   Dr. Donald Dawson       Tel. 01256 882379                        
email: dgdawson@sky.com 

Deputy Chairman:     Revd. Bob Politt     Tel. 01256 882209 
                                     email: bobpolitt@btinternet.com 
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CHURCH OFFICERS 
 
Rector:        Reverend Bob Politt,      Tel: 01256 882209 
Kindly Note:          The Rector’s day off is Thursday 
Assistant Priest :Reverend Sammie Armstrong 
          Tel: 01189 816593 
Lay Readers:       Richard Elphick                Tel. 01256 882860 
         Dr. John Williams     Tel. 01256 882705 
 
ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, SHERFIELD ON LODDON 

Churchwardens: Peter Gould                Tel. 01256 882538 
         Peter Chessell                 Tel. 01256 478050 
Treasurer:         Stephen Hemmings       Tel.01256 882523 
Organists:        Mike Abrams                   Tel. 01256 881188 
         Brian Archer                            Tel. 01256 882099 
         Peggy Willson              Tel. 01256 880503 
 
ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE 

Churchwarden:   Roy Best                           Tel. 01189 882422 
Treasurer:        Robert Craig                    Tel: 01256 882253 
Organist:        Fran Oliver                Tel. 01189 268364  
 
ST.MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL 
Churchwardens: Pip Iles                          Tel. 01256 880559                       
                             Dr. John Williams                Tel. 01256 882705 
Treasurer:        Michael Webster                      Tel. 01256 882413 
Organist:             Dr. Gill Williams                  Tel. 01256 882705 
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