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Editorial 
Welcome to the February edition of the Loddon Link 

 Editor: Brian Archer 

Support for the Loddon 

Valley Link 

Our magazine is distributed free of charge to over 2,100 homes locally. We 
are able to do this through the support of our advertisers and the editorial 
teams who give their time voluntarily. In the past we have run an envelope 
scheme to ask for donations but we have decided not to do so this year. 
However, if you enjoy the magazine we would be very grateful if you could 

support us through Easyfundraising. Visit our website for more details. 

Your Magazine NEEDS YOU! 

Our Magazine is looking for more editors - we need at least 
one more. The role is voluntary and 
unpaid but it’s a great 
opportunity to get involved 
with your local church and 
village communities. If you 
are interested in taking this 
on or would like to know 
more, please contact a 

member of the editorial team (contact details on 
p. 58)  

The Loddon Valley Link is going green. From 
this month we’ll be printing on recycled paper.  

The environmental impact was reduced by:   

1,658 kg of landfill,  
223kg CO2 and greenhouse gases,  

2,227km travel in the average European car,  
45,978 litres of water,  
4,237kWh of energy,  

2,694 kg of wood,  

(Source : www.arjowigginsgraphic.com ) 

The cover photo this month is by Andrew Dance 
and vividly reminds us of the rainfall that has 
caused such devastating flooding in many parts of 
the country. Please keep your photos and articles coming in to:-: 

editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk.  
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Children are welcome at all our services.  Services in italics are par-

ticularly geared to children and families. 

*Drive up close to the white gates, which will open automatically . 

 
  Services 
 

 February 2016 

Sunday 7th February            Sunday next before Lent 
10.00am Holy Communion        St Leonard’s Sherfield 
10.00am Family Service              St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
6.30pm Evensong and Communion     St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
Wednesday 10th February 

10.00am Ash Wednesday Communion    St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
 

Friday 12th February 
4.15pm  Messy Church          Sherfield Community Centre 

Sunday 14th February                                   Lent 1 
10.00am Morning Worship and Sunday Club       St Leonard’s Sherfield 
Wednesday 17th February 
10.00am Lent Communion           St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Sunday 21st February                                                    Lent 2 
10.00am Holy Communion  & Sunday Club    St Leonard’s Sherfield 
6.30pm Evensong        St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
Wednesday 24th February 

10.00am Lent Communion       St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Sunday 28th February                                            Lent 3 
10.00am   Family Service       St Leonard’s Sherfield 
Wednesday 2nd March 

10.00am Lent Communion       St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Sunday 6th March  Mothering Sunday        Lent 4 
10.00am Family Communion          St Leonard’s Sherfield 
10.00am Family Service       St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
6.30pm Evensong and Communion              St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 



 

 

Please come and join us for the short 
midweek Communions held through-
out Lent.  The first one will be on Ash 
Wednesday, 10th February 10.00am 
at St Mary’s Hartley Wespall followed 

by coffee. 

For the rest of Lent the midweek 
Communion will be held at 10am every Wednesday at St Leonard’s  

Sherfield and will be followed by coffee (see Service page opposite). 

There will also be a Lent Course.  Final     
details are just arriving in the Benefice,  

please ask Stephen for details. 

 

Friday 12th February 2016 

Theme -Abraham and Sarah 
       All welcome 

4.15  Arrive, Register, prepare for Worship 

4.30  Worship followed by craft activities 

5.15  Meal  - cafe style (finish at 5.30pm) 

It is essential that you book  
(and please advise of any food allergies).   

For more information and to book, please contact : 
Peta Alvares: padalvares@gmail.com or on Facebook: 

messychurchsol 
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We will be baking bread as well as 
discussing and crafting per families, 
journeys and stars in the night sky.  
Wearing “messy clothes” is recommended 
and/or bring an apron/smock.  We will also 
be making ziggurat sandwiches and have a 

ziggurat cake! 
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BREACH LANE CHAPEL 
Sherfield on Loddon 
Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416  
Transport is available for all events at the chapel 

Services for February 

Thursday 4th 7.45pm House Group & Bible Study at 9 Coopers 

Lane, Bramley 

Friday 5th 10.30am Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 7th 10.30am Family Worship led by Alistair Sneddon 

Friday 13th 10.30am Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 14th 10am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

including Holy Communion 

Thursday 

18th 

7.45pm House Group & Bible Study at 9 Coopers 

Lane, Bramley 

Friday 19th 10.30am Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

Saturday 

20th 

2.30pm Through the Roof Club led by Geoff 

Belsham 

Sunday 21st 10.30am CHURCH ANNIVERSARY of Chapel 

Opening Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

  12.30pm CHURCH ANNIVERSARY MEAL 

Friday 27th 10.30am Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 28th 10.30am Family Worship led by Richard Lane 

Catholic Services 

St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke. 

Parish Office  
Tues to Friday 9.30 am-1.00 pm Tel.465214. 

Sunday Mass 9.00 am, 11.00 am and 6.30 pm  



 

 

MINISTER’S LETTER 

What’s in a Day Off? 

Dear Friends, 

 Oh what a fascinating subject this is; too much to cover 
in detail in this short letter. I find myself increasingly concerned 
by the way we live and work. Perhaps I should substitute the word ‘I’ for 
‘we’. In particular the attitude of many to a day of rest is worrying. We live 
such busy lives now and many I know are driven from dawn to dusk. 
Having just been to Sweden it is clear to me that our approach as a nation 
to work/life balance is appalling if not a danger to health, wellbeing and 
family life. Employers’ demands of their staff in some areas of commerce, 
industry and the caring professions, especially salaried employees, show 
a distinct lack of respect for human need, family life and, indeed, 
themselves. This is not helped at all by our successive governments’ 
policies and, for that matter, sometimes our own desires for more, bigger 
and better. In Sweden 8 hours, on the whole, means 8 hours and not 10 or 
even 12.  What I really struggle with is the notion that many willing to work 
this way see themselves as providing a better life for their families, when 
in fact in order to achieve their goal they are sacrificing the very thing that 

they are working for, their family. 

It is important to recognise at this point, of course, that some are forced to 
live this way in order to survive and I struggle with that too. By and large, 
however, the problem is not so much individual in origin, rather, it is 
systemic, and as a culture we will be forced along in the current until we 

decide to do differently. 

That is easier said than done but making changes is not impossible. We 
may not be able to change everything but we can change some things. 
For me, swept along by a busy job that is ever demanding and never 
ending – literally – the key is making choices that are life giving and life 
building. The focus of this is a day off a week, a day of rest. Rest is not 
about lying about doing nothing, though if that is your choice so be it, it is 
about coming back to our centre, bringing order out of chaos, building our 
relationships, enjoying, smiling, laughing. That could include tasks that 
maintain life, washing, shopping etc but ideally rest should restore 
balance. A wise person once said to me, “If you don’t take your rest days 

then they will all come at once and you will be too ill to enjoy them”.  

As a child Sunday was always kept special. Brought up in a strict Christian 
family I found them really boring and limiting; not a healthy picture of a  

(Continued on page 8) 
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rest day either. Although I am consciously not wanting to preach a 
‘religious’ message here it is worth noting Jesus’ attitude to the Sabbath in 
Mark’s Gospel. He said, “People were not made for the good of 
the Sabbath. The Sabbath was made for the good of people. In other 
words it is for our health, wellbeing and benefit. In saying this Jesus was 
completely consistent with the commandment ‘Remember the Sabbath day 
by keeping it holy’. Holy simply means, set apart, without all the baggage 
of the meaning from our childhoods. For Christians that would mean ‘set 
apart for God’, which includes family and activities that build life together – 
this would, for us, include meeting together not because we have to but 
because we want to and because we believe we are resourced in that by 

God. 

History shows us that we need this rest. Various attempts to manipulate 
the length and composition of the week have failed miserably. It is worth 
going online and reading about Stalin’s attempt in the early 20th century. 
We need to value ourselves and each other, we need to decide what is 
important in life and we need to make the space we require to make us 
human with all our beauty, creativity, quirks, love and passion. There is 

meant to be a day of rest for a reason! 

Every blessing….. Stephen  

(Continued from page 7) 

Art Exhibition - Easter Weekend. 

at The Church Room, St Leonard’s Church, 

Sherfield on Loddon. 

Sunday 27th & 28th March.  

10am - 4pm. 

If you are interested in 
exhibiting/selling your work 
please contact 

Jane Farrow - 01256882680 

Jane.farrow@outlook.com or 

Tessa  Elphick - 01256882860 

mailto:Jane.farrow@outlook.com
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Thoughts and prayers for Lent (begins 10th February) 

Lent is the season when we take stock of our lives, not to condemn 
ourselves but simply to realign ourselves to God. Sometimes this can be 
accompanied by fasting or giving something up in order to focus the mind. 
But it can also be a time to take on works of service that benefit our 
community and world. As Christians our centre is in Jesus as we are 
called to shape our lives to his way of living and do these works in his 
name and through faith in him. Lent is the time when we celebrate the 
loving forgiveness of God and commit ourselves to sharing his love with 
the world. Even if we choose no faith or another faith, taking time to 

reflect can be extremely beneficial. 

A Prayer of King David, from the Bible. Psalm 86: 1-5 

Bow down Your ear, O Lord, hear me; for I am poor and needy.  Preserve 
my life, for I am holy (set apart for you); You are my God; save Your 
servant who trusts in You! Be merciful to me, O Lord, For I cry to You all 
day long. Rejoice the soul of Your servant, for to You, O Lord, I lift up my 
soul. For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, and abundant in 

mercy to all those who call upon You. 

Prayer for the Month 

Generous God, thank you that you are always more willing to hear us 
than we are to pray, and that you are always more willing to forgive and 
heal us than we are to ask; help us as we take time to reflect 
on our own lives. Forgive us when we act as if you don’t exist 
and exclude you from our lives. Forgive us when we act as if 
the poor of this world are not our problem, when giving is too 
costly, when we recoil from sharing with our neighbour and 
those in need. Help us to be grateful for what we have and 

then imitate the generosity of Jesus in giving joyfully. 

Help us to consider our life style and pattern that we might become a 
resource to our family, our neighbour, our community and the world. 
Thank you, Father for your forgiveness and healing shown in transformed 

lives and renewed minds. Amen. 

Prayer suggestion for Lent 

As you read, watch or listen to the news ask God to give you a heart of 
compassion. Talk to him about what you see. Take time to reflect and 
then pray for the situations, for those adversely affected and for those 
who have the power to bring healing, peace or change. Consider if there 
is any way to participate, say, by writing a letter or making a donation. 

Prayer is more than words. 
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St. Leonard’s Church Extension Kitchen. 

We have been awarded: 

TOP LEVEL 5 for Food Safety and Hygiene. 

More than a year ago, we were inspected for food safety and hygiene by 
the representative of Basingstoke and Deane Environmental Health 
Department and received Level 4. This was on the basis of kitchen design 
and equipment.  In fact we hadn’t actually used the kitchen very much at 
that point. We were advised to have more people doing the “Level 2 Food 
Hygiene Course”, (only one was qualified at the time) and to keep records 

of our food activities for a few months. 

The course can easily be achieved online, for instance by searching for 
Virtual College.  A City and Guilds 
certificate can be gained for about 
4 hour’s work for £15.  However 
members of the congregation 
preferred a day course “in house”.  
A Tutor was provided by 
Basingstoke and Deane BC to 
teach 20 candidates from this and 

other village societies.  All passed!          

Nine members of the congregation 
became Catering Consultants.      
They do not have to do all the work!  Anyone can use the kitchen, but 
should first consult one of the nine about the equipment and procedures, 
so that everyone finds the kitchen in the same state when they come to 
use it.  The room and kitchen can be booked for use through Church 

administrator, Lisa Goodall.                                                                  

The BDBC representative reiterated that it is a legal requirement for 
Church and Village Halls, with kitchens, to be registered and inspected.   
It is not just “best practice”. If anyone ever implicated us in a food 
poisoning or allergen incident we have the defence of “due diligence” and 
our records would probably show that the cause of the case could not lie 
with us. Without registration there is no defence and insurance may well 

be invalid, possibly leading to huge legal costs.                               

Thank you to all who have helped to achieve this status. 

Sheena Archer 
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Miles Elliott 

GARDEN MACHINERY 

SERVICES 

Phone/Fax: 01256 882224 
Mobile:07810573479E-mail: 
miles.elliott@btinternet.com 

Servicing 
Repairs 
Tuning 

Adjustment 
Sharpening 

Turgis Green 

Now’s the time for servicing 
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The Marie Curie Daffodil Day 

Happy New Year to all and thank you very much for your generosity at 

Chineham Shopping Centre last year; we raised an amazing £900.03. 

Marie Curie Care provides nursing for 
seriously ill people in their home and in some 
cases in hospices.  Unfortunately they are 
unable to provide nurses in the Basingstoke 
area but they do have nurses in other parts of 
Hampshire.  They also use the money to pay 
for research into Palliative Care which is 

shared with other organizations. 

The major fundraising event of the year is the 
Daffodil Day.  This year it is the 27 February at 
Chineham Shopping Centre, and 5 March in 

the Festival Place, Overton and Whitchurch.  If you can spare an hour or 
more please call Sally or Wendy on 023 8026 3123 or go to 

mariecurie.org.uk to register for a collection near you.   

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

http://mariecurie.org.uk
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Goddard’s Lane, Sherfield-on-Loddon, HOOK, Hants. RG27 0EZ 

The Garage at Sherfield 
www.thegarageatsherfield.co.uk 

Have a
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r £
30 

MOT’s Cars and 
Motorcycles 
Service 
Diagnostics 
Repairs 
Air Conditioning 
Recovery 
 
Collection and Delivery 
service available. 

90% of 
our work 
is repeat 
business 

Tel: 01256 882271 
Mobile: 07812 939 498 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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WOMEN’S INSTITUTE    

Reported by Ilene Iles 

Our President for the December/Christmas Meeting 
was Doris L’Enfant who opened the proceedings with good wishes for 

the festive season to those present.  

The business meeting included a reminder for Members to read up 
about the 8 Resolutions in their WI Life magazines and fill in the Voting 
Forms for the January Meeting. Everyone was also reminded about our 
annual Lunch at BCOT on the 11th February and the need to put their 

names on the list if they wished to attend. 

Doris then introduced Mr Alan Grace whose subject was “The Voice, the 
Words, The Music”. He treated us to 
some beautiful music and songs – 
some Christmas related and otherwise 
– and gave us facts, anecdotes and 
stories behind each piece.  Christmas 
tea followed with a delicious Christmas 
cake made by Val Denny and 

decorated by Tess Morris. 

Our January Meeting was chaired by 
our other President, Glenda Holder, 
and started at the earlier time of 12 
noon with a Bring and Buy Sale and 
soup, sandwiches and dessert 

provided by the Committee. Our business meeting followed and a vote 
was taken on the Resolutions.  The winner was “Avoid food waste, 

address food poverty”. 

FUTURE DATES – BCOT LUNCH THURSDAY 11 FEBRUARY 2016 

AT 12 NOON 

There was no meeting at Sherfield Village Hall afterwards…  

THE NEXT MEETING: WEDNESDAY 2 MARCH 2016 AT 2 PM IN 

SHERFIELD VILLAGE HALL 

To find out more about us go to our web site – www.hampshirewi.org.uk 

and then click on Sherfield-on-Loddon. 

   

 

http://www.hampshirewi.org.uk
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Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

      Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website:  www.molegone.co.uk 
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All crime (47) ASB (16) 

Burglary (4) Criminal damage and arson (9) 

Violence and sexual offences(2) 

Other 
Bicycle theft: 0 
Drugs: 1 
Other crime: 1 
Other theft: 1 
Possession of weapons: 0 
Public order: 1 
Robbery: 1 
Shoplifting: 1 
Theft from the person: 0 
Vehicle crime: 1 
 
Source: www.police.uk 
 

CRIME FIGURES IN OUR AREA 

http://www.police.uk


 

 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

The Locals’ pub! 
Open every day for drinks and for                              

pub grub Tuesday— Saturday with roast                     
dinners on Sundays. 

Log in to our Facebook page for up to the minute news  
and event details. 

Coming up: Singles night, open mike evenings, monthly  quiz 
nights, wine tasting and much more Website: 

www.the4horseshoes.co.uk 

The Four Horseshoes 
Old Reading Road 
Sherfield on Loddon 
RG27 2EX 
Tel: 01256 882296 
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 Stratfield Saye - Coffee Club 

The coffee club had their coffee morning and enjoyed a Buffet of cake, 
sandwiches, sausage rolls, mince pies and fresh fruit.  I would like to 
thank all those who also brought food so allowing a plentiful supply of 
choice. It was all very gratefully received. I think this may be the  format 

for future Christmas coffee mornings. 

Good news for the Recreation ground, it now has a fully functioning 

pavilion, thanks to the installation of a new cesspit. 

I am looking for 6/7 volunteers to help 
to organise a Queen’s Birthday party. 
The pub’s garden has been donated 
again by Matthew and James. Thanks 
to you both.  I have suggested to the 
PC that we use the money raised to 
start a Recreation ground play area 
fund. If you have ideas for the stalls 
etc. please send them to me on:- 

normacarruthers@btinternet.com or jeancarruthers16@gmail.com.   

The first meeting will be on Wednesday 27th January at 7.30 at the Iron 

Duke.    Jean Carruthers 

The Evergreens – Reported by May MacQueen 

Our first meeting for 2016 was on the 4th January and we began with the 
business part of the meeting given by Jean Berntsen.  We then had some 
quizzes on various topics and the winner was Sylvia Miles who received a 
stationery set, very appropriate for those thank you letters after 
Christmas.   Having exhausted our brain cells we enjoyed a selection of 

mince pies and cream cakes with a cup of tea. 

During the month of December the members and friends enjoyed a 

Christmas lunch at the Calleva Arms Silchester. 

The next meeting on the 1st February is our AGM followed by bingo. 

New members are welcome and if you are 60 years of age and over why 
not come and join us. We meet in the village hall Sherfield on Loddon the 
first Monday of each month from 1.30pm – 4.00pm except bank holidays 

when we meet the following Monday. 

mailto:normacarruthers@btinternet.com
mailto:jeancarruthers16@gmail.com
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BASINGSTOKE CIVIL SERVICE RETIREMENT FELLOWSHIP 

The Chairman, John Lambeth, welcomed 53 members to the first 
monthly meeting of 2016 held on Wednesday 6th January and 
reminded everyone that the AGM was on 2nd  March which would be 
followed by lunch at the Conservative Club.  Nominations for officers 
and committee members should be submitted by 31st January.  After 
Christine Broadbent had given her welfare report, Tony Brazier, the 
Secretary, gave details of the forthcoming trips to Winchester and the 
Ghurkha Museum on Thursday 18th February and Cadbury World on 

Thursday 17th March. 

   

He travelled with an expedition that was going to do research on the 
continent and explained that it was only scientists themselves who 
were able to travel further inland towards the South Pole.  Strict 
hygiene precautions were necessary wherever they went ashore to 
ensure that they did not contaminate any of the habitat.  He showed 
many photographs taken at the different locations where there was an 
abundance of birds, penguins, seals and whales but plant life was 
restricted to those that grew low and could survive in the really cold 

climate. 

The group meets on the first Wednesday of each month at Brookvale 
Village Hall from 10 am – 12 noon and all retired Civil Servants and 
their partners are welcome.  The programme of speakers and trips for 
this year is now available and can be obtained from the Secretary 

Tony Brazier on 01256 418770 or at bjmapbr@ntlworld.com. 

David Cowling 

The speaker was Ian McEvoy who 
gave a photographic account of his 
visit to Antarctica which entailed 
flying to Argentina and then sailing to 

the Falklands Islands. 

mailto:bjmapbr@ntlworld.com
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ASH BROOK 
INDEPENDANT 
FUNERAL  
DIRECTORS 
& MEMORIAL CONSULTANTS 
 

 Independent family Funeral 

Director 

 Day or night we provide a 
complete personal, caring & 
professional service for all 

your funeral requirements 

 Dignified funeral service £895 

plus disbursements 

Please call Terina on  

0118 9821111  
28 Mulfords Hill, Tadley, Hants, 

RG26 3JE 

www.ashbrookfunerals.co.uk 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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Review of The Loddon Players performance of  
Tiptoe Through the Tombstones  

Cast 
Vernon Prewitt 
Edna Honeywill 
Zoe Mapleton 

Mortimer Crayle 
Octavia Tomb 

Henrietta Tomb 
Athene Tomb 

Augustus Tomb 
Larry Lewis 
Fabia Tomb 

 
- Pete Francis 
- Jo Long 
- Emily Browne 
- David White 
- Joy Newman 
- Chris Horton 
- Margot Konitzer 
- Steve Schollar 
- Matt Stanley 
- Maggie Browne 

The 10th Anniversary production brought us a spoof, comedy 
thriller. Additionally it was graced by a visit from the author, 
Norman Robins (below). No pressure on the performers there then!  

Mortimer Crayle, the crusty old lawyer, and his 
secretary Zoe, have gathered the last remaining 
Tomb family members at the old house, to 
inform them about their inheritance. But Crayle 
has designs on the inheritance which demand 
that all the Tombs tombs be filled.  In the 
cobwebby corridors things, and people, are 

seldom what they seem.   

Another enjoyable evening from The Players opened with a wonderfully 
camp Pete Francis titivating (or something like that), which set the 
scene for some beautifully over the top of the top performances. The 

audience was drawn in to the action enough to 
make sure I checked my drink for poison.  It says 
it all when the clown (Matt Stanley) seemed to 
be the most normal person on stage. Maggie 
Browne deserves a special mention and not just 
for scaring the clown but also the leopard skin. 
However all the cast worked wonderfully well 
together to make the evening. The pace of the 
tomb filling grew as the gathered family and 

visitors met their ends in various ways.  

The performance wasn’t all perfect with a few pacing issues and 
hiccups along the way but the Loddon Players pulled off yet another 

entertaining evening with a lot of smiling faces on the way out.  
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Village Hall Matters 
Sherfield on Loddon Village Hall 

Reg. Charity No. 272385 

Tel: 07468 427684 

Email: info@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk  

                                         QUIZ NIGHT 

There was a great turn-out for the quiz night fundraiser held last year 

in March. All agreed it was a fun night and proceeds raised went 

towards the maintenance of the hall. We are hoping to hold a similar 

event this year so if you would like to be involved in organising this, 

do please contact us.  

                                      LOVE TO SING? 

We are currently planning events for the coming year. We would be 

very interested to hear from anyone in the local area with a good 

singing voice (not necessarily a professional) who would be willing to 

take part in a fund raising event at the village hall.  

 

                            VILLAGE DEFIBRILLATOR 

Just a reminder - please spread the word! The Village has a 

defibrillator, a life-saving machine for use in case of a suspected 

heart attack.  We are happy to report that, so far, it has not had to be 

used!  However, it is located in the central porch outside the front of 

the Village Hall and the box in which it is stored is alarmed. It's there 

for anyone to use on someone in cardiac arrest. The machine will talk 

the user through the process of what to do but to give you an idea of 

how easy it is to use, you can view a video and user manual on the 

village hall website.  

Please don’t forget the Village Coffee Morning on the 2nd Saturday 

of each month at 10.30am in the Garden Room. All welcome.  For 

more information on activities, events & booking the hall, visit:  

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

“At the heart of our community for over 100 years” 
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West Green Road, Hartley 
Wintney RG27 8LP 

Open June (date varies) to late 
September for Pick Your Own & 

Picked fruit, vegetables and 
flowers including Strawberries, 

Tayberries, Currants, 
Gooseberries, Raspberries, New 

Potatoes & Asparagus; local 
Honey, Free Range Eggs and 

Homemade Jams & Ice Creams 
CALL 01252 845772 from May 1st 
for information, & to place orders 

or visit    
www.westgreenfruits.com 



 

 

Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 

Meeting dates 

The next Full Parish Council meeting dates are 10 February                  

and 9 March 2016 at 7.30 pm in the Liddell Hall. 

Scout Group in Sherfield-on-Loddon? 

The Parish Council has been asked whether there is any interest in 
reforming a local Scout Group.  If you would be interested, either as a 

member or as a helper, please contact the Parish Clerk. 

Governance Review – New Parish 

Are you interested in becoming a parish councillor?  The new parish of 
Sherfield Park is looking for prospective councillors.  If you are 
interested in finding out more, please contact Cllr Ellen Bencard at 

ellen.bencard@gmail.com. 

Neighbourhood Plan Working Party 

An open day is being held on 6 February from 10 am to 4 pm in the 
Village Hall.  This will be an opportunity to meet members of the group 

and to get an update on the results of the housing survey. 

Village Green Footpaths 

Following the recent wet 
weather, the Parish Council has 
undertaken to improve the 
informal footpath at the rear of 
the cricket pavilion and improve 
drainage.  Work on other paths is 

also being assessed. 

Please can horse-riders avoid 
riding on the village footpaths in 
wet weather, as this makes the 

paths unusable and unsafe. 

Catherine Ryle - Clerk to the 

Parish Council, Sherfield-on-Loddon,  

PO Box 6862, Basingstoke RG24 4QZ    Telephone: 01256 842662 

Clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 
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How nature can help with your New Year's resolutions So many of our 
new year’s resolutions are pledges to get healthier, learn something new 
and to spend more time with family. Nature can help you keep these 
promises, and we at the Wildlife Trust are here to help you discover all 

that nature on your doorstep has to offer. Best of all, many activities are 

low cost or even free, and the benefits last. 

Get Healthy  We run a range of outdoor events and offer volunteering 

opportunities that are good for both nature and for you. Studies have found 
that spending just 15 minutes outside in nature is enough to improve your 

health, providing enough exercise to reduce stress levels 

An afternoon spent clearing scrub for wildlife or pulling up invasive plant 

Hampshire and Isle of 

Wight Wildlife Trust 

Today, a quarter of children aged 8-15 have 
never played outside by themselves, beyond 

their house or garden.  

Children are losing touch with nature at an 
alarming rate. Nature is not only good for their 
health and mental wellbeing, but also for the 

future protection of our natural environment.   

We need to inspire more young people to value 
nature and care for it now and in the future, but with less funding available 
and more cuts on the horizon we urgently need to raise more funds to 

support our education work. 



 

 

species are great fun and just good as any gym workout – and guided 
walks around Trust reserves are an opportunity to stretch those legs and 
fill your lungs with fresh air. Meanwhile less strenuous activities like 
gardening are also good for your wellbeing. Why not join one of our talks 

or access our guides on how to make your garden more wildlife-friendly? 

Learn something new  For those looking to expand their knowledge and 
find out more about the wildlife on their doorstep, we offer some great 
courses. As well as learning something new, you can have a taste of 
some of the work that we do at the Wildlife Trust.  Courses range from 
those for novices through to professional training for advanced students, 
and aim to inspire people to learn more about their local wildlife and 
develop an appreciation of nature and conservation. This year’s courses 
include everything from identifying species such as birds and trees, to 
bushcraft and wildlife photography. They can range from an afternoon to 

several days and prices start at £30. 

Tony Juniper - campaigner, writer and environmentalist has 

been appointed President of The Wildlife Trusts. 

Tony will help the work of The Wildlife Trusts to 
support nature’s recovery on land and at sea and 
to put nature at the heart of society. His recent 
book What Nature Does For Britain explored the 

far-reaching impact of this vision and drew on the 
work of The Wildlife Trusts to illustrate the benefits 

for wildlife, society and the economy.   

On accepting the role, Tony said: "It is a huge honour and privilege to 

be declared as the new President of The Wildlife Trusts. This organisation 
is the very backbone of conservation in the UK and the work being 
undertaken right across the country, in the places where we all live, is 
vital in bringing huge benefits for people, nature and our economy. I am 
very much looking forward to adding what I can to the already huge 

impact of this amazing network.” 

Tony has been involved with The Wildlife Trusts for over 30 years. He 
received  the first prestigious Charles Rothschild and Miriam Rothschild 
Medal, which recognises outstanding achievements in promoting the 

natural environment. 

www.hiwwt.org.uk 
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SING AND DANCE THE NIGHT AWAY TO  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 Tickets £10 (includes drink/nibbles on arrival) 
 Licensed cash bar 
 Fancy dress (optional) 

Saturday 6th 
February 

6.30pn 

In aid of The 

Pink Place & St 

Michaels Hospice 

All activities must be booked in advance visit  Tel:  01256 883967 or email    

admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk  or visit www.sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

Wednesday 
16th March 

7.30pm 

 

THEATRE TRIP  
 
 

         Tickets ONLY  £50 (Inc. seat in stalls & return coach fare) 
 Deposit of £30 due 5th Feb, balance of £20 due 2nd March 
 Pick up from SPCC or Four Lanes School, Chineham 4.30pm 

Includes return 
coach fare 

SPACES LIMITED 

PUB NIGHT 
Saturday 27th February  

6pm—10pm 
Licensed cash bar/Pub Food/Bouncy 

Castle/Dartboard/Family Friend-
ly/Comfortable Lounge & seating ar-

ea/No need to book 

OTHER EVENTS 
 

22nd April Health & Wellbeing  eve 

Date TBC Last Night of the Proms 

12th June Community Picnic  

2nd July  Sherfest! 

Details of these and all our events 

can be found on our website  

www,sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

 

NEW GROUPS FOR JANUARY 

FOREVER FIT—Exercise for older 

adults Tuesdays 11.15—12noon 

LINE DANCING— Mondays            

6.15 - 7.15pm 



 

 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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SHERFIELD PARK MATTERS 

SHOPS  The Sherfield Park Community Association (SPCA) is 
continuing to review applicants wishing to lease the retail units that are 
currently under construction by Croudace Homes Ltd. In the next 
phase of the competition shortlisted candidates will be invited to make 
their business presentations to the SPCA Committee, this will form a 
key element of the selection process and should lead to a timely 

announcement of the winner. 

As before, the SPCA would welcome any volunteers with the 
necessary professional expertise willing to assist the Committee with 

associated commercial and legal matters. 

EASY FUNDRAISING  This is beginning to show real promise!  So it’s 
worth repeating. If you shop online for groceries, presents, gadgets or 
HOLIDAYS, then please support the Community Centre at the same 
time at no cost to yourself.  All you need do is go to: 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk (there’s an app for those with smart 
phones that acts as the search engine). This will direct you to the 
website of your chosen retailer and then, by specifying your nominated 
cause, i.e. Sherfield Park Community Centre, just carry on shopping as 

usual and your retailer will allocate some lovely cash to the SPCA. 

Remember, SPCA is a registered charity and any monies raised for it 

use go directly towards helping the community it was set up to serve. 

VOLUNTARY COMMUNITY GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME           

This scheme, which provides help to those needing transport to and 
from their medical 
appointments, is in urgent 
need of additional volunteer 
drivers. If you would like to 
help (or if you would like to 
make use of the service) then 
contact: Kathy and Graham 
Ling on 01256 882584 or 

email: kling@btinternet.com 
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LIGHT UP SHERFIELD PARK   A huge well done to everyone taking 
part in this fun competition and the wonderful festive community-spirit 
it helped create. Some truly fantastic arrangements of lights, 
Christmas decorations and fairy-tale characters were on show - and 
all lighting up the community as never before. Sherfield Park 
Councillors and the SPCA wish to add their thanks and appreciation 
to the participants and say a particularly big thank you for the terrific 
sponsorship given by: Wyevale Garden Centre (Grand Prize - £100 
voucher), the Four Horse Shoes Public House, Wolverton Nurseries 
and the Mole County Store who each provided super prizes for the 
other category winners. This competition looks destined to become 
regular event, so it might be a good idea to start planning your 

illuminations for next year! 

A full list of sponsors and winners can be viewed at the Community 

Centre. 

COMMUNITY CENTRE LOFT CONVERSION   Project plans were 

submitted to B&DBC for approval in early January 2016. The Planning 
Subcommittee of Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council reviewed the 
plans when it met on 13 January 2016 and kindly wished the SPCA 
well with this project. Appropriate public notices have been posted, as 
required, and a decision by B&DBC planning department is now 
expected by the end of February 2016. Once project plans have been 
approved, the SPCA will be going out to tender for the construction 

phase of the project. 

SHERFEST  As this proved to be such a wonderful family day at the 
Community Centre last year; it’s worth putting the 2nd July 2016 in 
your diary now so as not to miss this year’s festival. Although it’s still 
early days, the SPCA plans to lay on an even bigger show this time 
round and hopes for a return of the Chinook Helicopter to add even 

more to the excitement. 

Updates on these and other topics will feature in the Loddon Valley 
Link as they progress. And remember, residents are most welcome to 
attend SPCA Committee meetings at the Sherfield Park Community 
Centre on the last Wednesday of the month at 8 pm. We hope to see 

you there! 

For more information about any of the foregoing contact: 

communications@sherfieldpark.co.uk 

                                                                     Howard Perkins  
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  Activities in Stratfield Saye Village Hall 
Monday  Bridge Club 2pm-4pm. 

Chicago Bridge, partner not needed, all abilities welcome. 
Dog Training 6.30 – 7.30pm  Tutor: Helen Best Tel: 0786645204 
Tuesday Art Classes 10 30am – 12.30pm  &  2.30 – 4.30pm 
Tutor:  Jayne Perkins Tel: 01256 883882                                            
Duplicate Bridge Club 7pm-10pm. 

Wednesday Dance X affinity”  Modern Jive 7pm-10.30pm  
Tutor: Chris Tel: 07979417743 
 Thursday Pilates exercise 9-10am. Tutor: Di Craven Tel  882526 
 Sewing Group 1.30 – 3.30pm.(last Thurs. of month) 
 Chair seating with cane. 7 – 9pm.                                                   
Tutor:  Christine Brewster Tel: 07786062860 
 Friday  Pilates exercise 9.30 – 10.30am 

 

 Tutor:  Hazel Boxall   07881951296                                               
 Enquiries:   Veronica Upton,Old Schoolhouse, Stratfield Saye 
                       Tel. 01189 332240                                                         
   Email : veronica.osh@btinternet.com 

Tel:01256
mailto:veronica.osh@btinternet.com


 

 
Page 38 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 



 

 
Page 39 

Reported by Gill Fearon 

In December we had our Christmas party, this 
time in the Church Room, where we brought 
buffet food, did a quiz, played a game and 
watched a demonstration by Diana Purves of a 
kimono being fitted – quite a complex and beautiful garment!  We had 
a collection for the charity ‘Loo Twinning’, which funds improvement in 
sanitation in developing countries.  After Christmas we relaxed over a 
meal at the White Hart, which was much quieter than having a meal 
before Christmas! 
This year our theme is ‘It’s all relative’ which has been chosen to mark 
the centenary of Einstein’s theory of general relativity being published.  
The word ‘relative’ can be applied to many topics and so we have 
tried to bear this in mind in choosing subjects for some of our 
meetings.   
We plan for February through to January next year and so our first 
meeting will be our country theme evening, which this year is 
Germany.  So we will have German food, talks on aspects of German 
life and a quiz.  With the ‘relative’ theme in mind, we have decided to 
have ‘An Evening with the Stars’! No, there will not be any celebrities 
making an appearance, but we’ll be talking about the stars and 
planets, rockets and gravity, and also the International Space Station 
where Tim Peake is the first Briton to travel in it.   
Another meeting will focus on IQ. What is it exactly and can it be 
improved?  We will talk about mind games such as crosswords and 
Sudoku.  And on the subject of bright people, we will each nominate 
our favourite genius.  For a light-hearted evening we will play ‘Call my 
bluff’, although in this case we’ll each tell three things about 
ourselves, one of which is false and everyone has to guess which is 
which.   
Our usual favourites will be included such as our evening ramble, a 
musical evening, play reading and safari supper. As always, quizzes 
will feature on our programme. 

You don’t have to be a genius to belong to NWR – far from it!  We just 

enjoy discovering new things and having fun with like-minded friends.  

If you’d like to come along to a meeting and see what we do, please 

give me a ring on 882106. 
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News from the Borough 

Even though it is February may I wish you all a happy 

new year! 

Indeed we need some happiness given our current 
attack from developers keen to exploit any plot of land 
whilst the Borough Council is unable to demonstrate a 5 
year supply of planned housing or has an adopted Local Plan. These 
rules have been set by this current Government in order to fast-track 
housing. There is an argument that we will never satisfy the 5 year 
rule as developers will only build houses at the rate that they can sell 

them at – right now this is slow as buyers struggle to afford them…… 

Our local plan has been out for further consultation due to changes 
the Planning Inspector suggested (closing Feb 8th) and we expect his 
answer sometime towards the end of March / early April which means 
full council can agree to adopt by the end of May, once elections are 

over. 

Until these demands are satisfied then we have seen nearly every 
application that was refused by the planning committee overturned by 
the Government Inspectors. This has currently cost the Basingstoke 
taxpayer nearly £1million in awarded costs. This is a difficult situation 

to have to deal with, balancing decisions with cost implications. 

At a local level we have seen permission granted for houses at Little 
Bowlings in the village and we soon will see an application for housing 
on land owned by Goddards Farm. In addition consultation for 
Redlands has taken place and an additional 15 houses for that site 
have been recommended now that the garden of the house has been 
offered. The Dixon road site will have its appeal heard in February as 

to whether the Inspector will allow the traveller caravans. 

When we add all the housing at Razor’s farm and around the 
incinerator then we will see changes made to all the junctions along 
the A33 in the next few years - from the A339 bypass roundabout to 
the Sherfield Roundabout with more lanes and traffic signals at the 

Red Army and “Tesco” roundabouts. 

I am progressing a joined up approach with our planners for a local 
drainage strategy so that the impacts of all the local developments are 

carefully managed to prevent overloading of Bow Brook. 

(Continued on page 41) 
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Local beauty has eyes on Miss England title 2016. 

Miss Nicola Ascroft, 22, from Popley will be competing for the title of Miss 
Hampshire 2016. The competition will 
take place on Saturday 12th March at the 
Alton House Hotel. The categories the 
contestants will be judged on are: Charity 
– who raises the most money; Talent – a 
short video will be recorded showing their 
particular talent; Social media – who is 
most interactive and gain most likes on 
their photo; PR – who gains the most 
positive press; Popularity – text voting; 
Eco – no longer bikinis but the creation of 
their own dress using economic and 
recycled materials; Interviews; the first 
with just the judges and then with judges, 
competitors and guests; Photogenic – a 
short photoshoot after which David 
Freemen will decide which contestant is 

most photogenic; Brainy Beauty – a quiz style questionnaire on general 

knowledge and questions relevant to the competition for Miss England. 

The winner of the Miss Hampshire competition will go on to compete in 

the Miss England Grand Finals later in the year. 

You can follow Nicola’s journey on Facebook by searching Miss 

Basingstoke 2015. 

In May we will see Taylor’s Farm (Sherfield Park) set up its own Parish 
Council and thus leave the parish of Sherfield on Loddon. There will be a 
call for new members of both Parish Councils so I hope that there will be 
plenty of volunteers.  A Parish Council is essential as a body to represent 
local residents and to provide what we all enjoy as village life – more 
responsibilities for our services are due to be managed by these valuable 

volunteers in the coming years. 

So that is all for now. Chris 

Please email me -   Cllr.Chris.Tomblin@Basingstoke.gov.uk    if I can be 
of help. 

(Continued from page 40) 
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Sherfield Parish Council  
Extraordinary General Meeting       

4th January 2016 

At the end of 2015, the Parish Council were approached by Gladman 
Developments as part of a general consultation to ask for their 
comments on a potential development in the village on the northern 
side of Goddards Lane. In order to answer this approach, the Parish 
Council decided to hold an Extraordinary Council meeting, whereby 
the electorate would have a chance to express their views and the 
Parish Council could listen, summarise and return these views to 

Gladman. 

A date was set to hold the meeting and it was advertised for the 
legally required notice period on the Parish Council web-site and 
noticeboard, as well as by notices around the village. The meeting 
was well attended, with the Village Hall reaching its fire regulation limit 
of 200 attendees, resulting in a small number of people being turned 

away. 

The majority of Council members were present, and introduced 
themselves at the beginning of the meeting. The Chairman then 
opened the meeting by explaining that the Councillors were there to 
listen to comments from the floor, but, as this was not a planning 
meeting, the Councillors would not be able to state their own views 
because this would result in their being precluded from later planning 
meetings relating to any possible application arising from this 

consultation. 

A number of views were expressed by the parishioners, and after 
around 90 minutes the session was wound up and the Parish Council 

moved to discuss their response to Gladman.  

The general view taken from the comments made was that the Parish 
Council should express the meeting’s overwhelming objection to the 
development, but not to include any of the reasons, so that Gladman 
would not be pre-warned of the objections which would be raised 

when the planning application was presented.  

This motion was unanimously agreed by the council, and this has 
been done and documented in the “News” section of the Parish 

Council Web-site www.sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 
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CHURCH EXTENSION 

BOOKLET 

48 page booklet telling the 
full story of the conception,    

planning and building of  
St. Leonard’s new          

extension from the year 
2000 to the completion    in 

2015. 

Written on behalf of the 
PCC by Donald Dawson 

with a section by     

Sheena  Archer 

PRICE £7.99  

Phone 01256 882379 

St Leonard’s Church Room is available for hire 

The new church room is a light modern space with a professional 
kitchen and toilet facilities. Suitable for meetings or children’s parties!   

For more information about hiring please contact:  

admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk / 01256 882788 

mailto:admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk
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I am a nationally registered Counsellor & Psychotherapist based 
in Sherfield-on-Loddon offering both long and short-term therapy 
whatever your particular personal issue may be.   
 
You can expect a professional, one-to-one service in a  safe, non-
judgemental and completely confidential environment with 
appointment times to suit your needs. Please visit my website for 
full details at www.philgilestherapy.com or telephone me on 0118 
328 2393. If you prefer, you can also e-mail me at 
info@philgilestherapy.com  
 
Take the first step in finding the help and support you need by 
contacting me for a free, no obligation assessment. 

Phil Giles Therapy  

Committed to helping you  

I am a nationally registered Counsellor & Psychotherapist based in 
Sherfield-on-Loddon offering both long and short-term therapy 
whatever your particular personal issue may be.   
 
You can expect a professional, one-to-one service in a  safe, non-
judgemental and completely confidential environment with 
appointment times to suit your needs. Please visit my website for 
full details at www.philgilestherapy.com or telephone me on 0118 
328 2393. If you prefer, you can also e-mail me at 
info@philgilestherapy.com  
 
Take the first step in finding the help and support you need by 
contacting me for a free, no obligation assessment. 

Phil Giles Therapy  

Committed to helping you  

http://www.philgilestherapy.com
mailto:info@philgilestherapy.com
http://www.philgilestherapy.com
mailto:info@philgilestherapy.com
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GET RUNNING - a new COUCH TO 5k COURSE 

Want  to run but don't know how to start?  Used to run but have got out of 
the habit?  Coming back from injury?  Why not join our next Couch to 5k 
course (C25k) which starts on 22 February.  You'll start by doing walk /
runs and after 9 weeks will be able to complete a 5k run. Learn to run in a 
supportive environment at a pace that suits you.  The sessions are weekly 
and last about 45 minutes, starting at 7.30pm from Sherfield Park 
Community Centre.  You'll also have 2 other exercises to complete each 
week and will be able to do one with Sherfield Park Runners at their 
Thursday run (7.30pm Sherfield Park Community Centre).  The course 
costs £5 (if you decide to join Sherfield Park Runners after completing the 
course, this will be deducted from your membership). 
So why not give it a go?  You don’t need expensive gear, just a pair of 
trainers and something that you would be comfortable exercising in. 
To register your interest or to find out more email 
sherfieldparkrunners262@gmail.com or visit the Friends of Sherfield Park 
Runners Facebook page 
 
 
 
 
Sherfield Park Runners are affiliated to England Athletics and is covered by the insurance 

that affiliation provides. 

The Children’s Society  
Annual House-box Collecting and Counting for the 

Sherfield-on-Loddon Benefice. 

We are requested to complete this exercise, as usual, during the month of 
February. Will those attending St. Leonard’s church please bring their 
boxes to church on Sundays 7th and 14th February. Would all box-holders 
who are unable to do this please contact Jeannette Kirby on 01256 
882753 to make other arrangements for collection. This will allow sufficient 
time to carry out the full task, and return all boxes to the holders so that 

you may continue your generous collecting in support of the Society. 

Thank you for your kind assistance with this arrangement. Yours sincerely, 

Neville Biden [01256 880459] and Jeannette. 
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Gardening Club 
After ten years John and Vanessa Attwood have decided to step down 
from running the gardening club. The club was set up in 2005. They had 

no money and only a 
few keen gardeners 
came along to the first 
meeting. 

Ten years on the club is 
thriving and 
membership continues 
to grow (no pun 
intended). Members 
enjoy a full programme  

throughout the year which includes informative speakers and garden 
visits. The club will continue to meet on the 3rd Monday of the month. 

John and Vanesa wish the club continuing success and they would like 
to thank the sponsors and members for their support. 

On Monday 15th February our speaker with be Steve Austin telling us all 
about ‘Planning & Planting for the Year Ahead’. Steve obtained a 
National Diploma in Horticulture at Writtle College in Essex before going 
on to gain experience as a Seasonal Gardener at the Beth Chatto 
Gardens.                                                                                     
After leaving the Beth Chatto Gardens Steve worked as a Plant Area 

Manager at Hillier Garden Centre and 
then moved to his current role as 
Product Manager at Hillier Nurseries in 
Hampshire. 

Anyone interested in gardening will be 
most welcome to join us at the  
mage: Hilliers Nurseries 

Sherfield Village Hall at 7:45pm.   

 
 

For further information please ring Dan Farrow 
882680 or Andy Morgan 882350 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 

MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 

Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans  
available. 

1 Seal Road, Basingstoke, 
RG21 7NQ  

Tel: 01256 844663 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Happy Faces 
Play group 

Sherfield- on-Loddon 

“Bring your happy face to our  

happy place” 
A small, friendly playgroup for  

children aged 2 years 6 months to 
school age 

Flexible Sessions 
including all day 

Further information:  

01256 880903 

Prospectus/application form:  

07791 141176 

happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk 
www.happy-faces-playgroup.co.uk 

Est. 1982. Charity No. 1029688 
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http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
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YOUR LOCAL TRADE PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, HEATING & 

ELECTRICAL NEEDS  

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT US: 

     Tel: 01256 880044   MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

 PLUMBING & HEATING SPECIALIST 

 Bathrooms & shower installations 

 Solar thermal installations and energy-friendly controls 

 Gas Safe and Oftec registered for peace of mind with 
gas and oil installations 

29164 

Serving the local community for 30 years 

Telephone: 01256 882309 

Email: adrian@awburt.com 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

mailto:admin@pscservices.co.uk
http://www.pscservices.co.uk
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Royal British Legion, Bramley Branch. 

We are now in the process of revitalising our Branch to make 
it more relevant to today’s life, to give it more sense of 
purpose and to make it more fun to be a member. Did you 
know, you don’t have to have been a member of the Armed 

Forces to join the RBL? If you Google ‘Royal British Legion’ and then 

click ‘become a member’, it is a painless process – well, £16 per annum 

We are planning, amongst other things, a Battlefield Tour to Ypres either 
before or after Easter (27th March) and throughout the year visits to the 
likes of HM Dockyards Portsmouth, Brooklands, Duxford, and the Poppy 

Factory Richmond. 

Thanks so much to all who contributed and a particular thanks to Jean 
Young, our secretary and Poppy Appeal Organiser , for her tireless 

efforts to raise this money. 

Best wishes,  Rhydian Vaughan 

Vice Chairman  rhydian@battlefieldtours.co  
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA. Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, 

experienced lady who cleans every corner. Ironing also available. References. 

Tel 07933 316989. mariacleaning@live.co.uk 

LOCAL PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR and EXTERIOR DECORATOR  
First class job guaranteed.  Over 30 years experience. No job too small.  For a 

free estimate ring Ian 01256 882132 or 07876021772 

SEWING, EXPERIENCED AND CONVENIENT. Di is now back in the 

conservatory, Sherfield Garden Centre. Bespoke dressmaking, clothing 

alterations, repairs, curtains & blinds and soft furnishings. 07796 045944. 

PC SUPORT.  For technical help with PCs, Macs, tablets, internet,  

wi-fi: repairs, upgrades and installation: Call Ian on 07977 143310. 

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER. Self assessment tax returns, 

arrears, claims, payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. 

Call 07920112533 or e-mail david_hitchins@msn.com 

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, 

garden maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 07713 470223. E-mail 

rdam549@googlemail.com  

WINDOW CLEANER. Windows cleaned or gutters cleared - one off or 

regularly. Local, reliable window cleaner (testimonials available). For a quote 

call Pete Owen on 07762 616600 pjhcleaning@btinternet.com 

WEIGHT LOSS. I lost 5 stones in 5 months; 9 stones in 2 years. AND kept it 

all off. I now coach others to achieve their weight loss and wellness goals. For 
your personalised coaching & mentoring contact Gus. 07500554540 

or  truliving@outlook.com 

PERSONAL TUITION AND CONVERSATIONAL PRACTICE in: Italian, 

Spanish, Latin, Ancient Greek, English and Maths. Qualified and Experienced 
teacher in: Primary, Common Entrance/11 Plus, GCSE, AS/A2, Adult 

education. E-mail: g4.languages@thenet99.plus.com for more details. 

DOMICILLARY CARER. Female aged 49. CRB Certified/Carer PL 

Insurance. Patient and kind offering personal care / companionship to the 
elderly in their home and respite care. Based south of Reading. Will travel 

within 10 mile radius. References available. Michelle 07776 255688. 

PROFESSIONAL HAIRDRESSER -  Offering friendly, professional 

hairdressing services in home based salon or local home visits. Highly 
experienced and qualified. For more info and to book appointment          

please ring Paula on 07842988115  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
mailto:pjhcleaning@btinternet.com
mailto:truliving@outlook.com
mailto:g4.languages@thenet99.plus.com


 

 

882605 
882426 
882337 
  
882534 
465214 

882334  
882414 
881973  
882798 
882798 
880903 
882426 
882350  
 
882534 
882106 
101 
101 
101 
880075 
882210 
882687 
882344 
882605 
882680 
882350  
883967  
880075 
881021 
01189332 379 
01189332106  
882351 
842662 
883551 
880852 
882605 
882453 
880727 
 
07468 427684 
07940 212441 
883838 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments 
Basingstoke Gazette   
Brownies 
St. Leonard’s Church                             
Breach Lane Chapel 
Catholic Church 
Clift Surgery Patient Group 
Cricket Club (Sherfield) 
Cricket Club (ST & HW) 
Evergreens                    
Football (Junior)              
Happy Faces Playgroup 
Loddon Players 
Loddon Quilters 
Loddon Valley Link 
Lunch Club.  
NWR   
Police - Sherfield local beat officer  
Police - Sherfield Park 
Police - report an incident 
Poppies 
Post Office 
Rainbows 
Sherfield. Community Care Grp  
Sherfield Fete 
Sherfield Dist. Gardening Club 
 
Sherfield Park Community Centre 
Sherfield Show 
Short Mat Bowls 
Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
Stratfield Saye Village Hall 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting 
Sherfield Parish Council 
Toddler Group 0-5s  
Tree Warden.  
Village Green Volunteers 
Whist Drive  
Women’s Institute 
Sherfield Village Hall  

Caretaker/Bookings 
Management Committee 
Fund Raising Committee                                                                                 

Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. Page 57 

Bruce Batting      
Chris Horton 
Sue Handasyde-Dick 
See inside back page 
Geoff Belsham                            
Fr. Chris Rutledge 
John Darker 
Andy Stevens 
Paul Baldwin 
Jean Berntsen 
Fred Berntsen  
Peggy Hutchins                         
Chris Horton 
Jacky Morgan     
(See back pages)  
Helen Belsham                           
Gill Fearon 
PCSO Nath Johnson 
PC Jim Charlton 
Police Control Room 
Natalie Larner 
 
Pam Luck 
Doreen Tosswill 
Bruce Batting 
Dan Farrow and 
Andy Morgan  
Candice Wright 
Natalie Larner                                  
Norman Stanley 
Penny Mayo 
Linda Bishop 
Sheila Campbell (Chair) 
Catherine Ryle (Clerk)              
Judith Sullivan                           
Jane Jordan 
Bruce Batting                         
Virgilius Vickers  
Christine Skillett                                                                 
 
Wendy Gosden 
Ivan Gosden 
Alan Ball                                                                    



 

 

Loddon Valley Link Management  

Editor for the March edition – Brian Archer 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than                          

the 16th February 
Email: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Committee:  
Chairman: Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 
882379 (dgdawson@sky.com) 
Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559  
Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 (pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk) 
Rev. Stephen Ball 
Dr. John Williams 01256 882705 
(lawnfarm@aol.com) 
Howard Perkins 01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 
Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
Claire Osborne 01256 324458 
(guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk) 
Simon Boase 01256 881250 
(sibo999@gmail.com) 
Brian Archer 01256 882099 
(brianarcher@btinternet.com) 
Jane Abrams  01256 881188 
(jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk) 

 
Church Officers 

Priest in Charge: Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, temporary email 
sb113lb@gmail.com) 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Monday) 
Assistant Priest: Rev. Sammie Armstrong 
01189 816593 (sc.cedars@greenbee.net)  
Curate (priest responsible for Bramley & Little 
London: Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  
Licensed Lay Ministers :  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 
Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
(lgoodall.work@gmail.com) 

 

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, CHURCH END, 
SHERFIELD ON LODDON,  RG27 0JB  
(no mail) 

Churchwarden: Peter Gould 01256 882538 
Churchwarden: Richard Elphick 01256 
882860 
Treasurer: Dan Farrow 01256 882680 

Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
Organist: Brian Archer 01256 882099 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE 
Churchwarden: Dr. John Williams 01256 
882705  
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                                                                                                    
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

MESSY CHURCH, SHERFIELD PARK 
Leader: Peta Alvares 0777 2322202  
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Please note: the Loddon Valley Link  
Management Committee cannot be held  
responsible for the reliability or quality  

of any goods, work or services  
in this publication. 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles Tel. 01256 880559 

 advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Deadline for ads. for next edition is the 10th of the month 

Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space 
permitting. Requests are dealt with in order.  

Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 

mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:lawnfarm@aol.com
mailto:guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:brianarcher@btinternet.com
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:sb113lb@gmail.com
mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
mailto:lgoodall.work@gmail.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
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