The Loddon Valley Link

Church and Community Magazine
December 2020/January 2021

Issue 540

Page 1

Minister’s Letter

Editorial

Dear Friends

ago. Though it wasn’t called
Christmas then, it was the first
considered not reflecting on anything to do with
Christmas and a very unusual event.
Covid this December, but as we approach
Christmas and the prospect of still being in lockdown, Many people across the world have
it is difficult to avoid. I must say that since everything is Christmases that are not ordinary or
straight forward, especially those
so fluid now I have stopped getting stressed about
who are persecuted, enslaved,
minute to minute changes and have reached a point of
homeless or bereaved. In many
simply saying, what will be will be.
ways an unusual Christmas can help us identify with
Particularly at Christmas time, when we look forward
those people and be grateful for what we do have. The
to gathering with family, especially children and
message of Christmas is one of hope and it is more
grandchildren, it could be really hard to think of being relevant this year than in any other year. Jesus came as a
isolated or having to gather in very small bubbles. It is mender of brokenness and to bring us the assurance
easy to be upset and feel that we are having
that in every circumstance he is with us.
something taken away from us, stolen
The prophet Isaiah says, “The Root of
The
even. The simple thing is, however, that we
Jesse (an ancestor of Jesus), will spring up,
Message of one who will rule over the nations, and
just can’t let ourselves be subject to those
kinds of stresses, particularly as we are
nations will hope in him.” The hope that
Hope
having to focus on protecting ourselves
Jesus brings this Christmas and always is
and others. Though it may not be easy it
not the kind of hope that is just wishful
will be important for us to let go and allow what
thinking. It is the firm hope that we have right
happens to emerge. This is nothing to do with being
nowbecause Jesus ushered in God’s Kingdom on earth
defeatist, it is rather a sense of realism that will enable
and made a way into a relationship with God through
us to be at peace in whatever happens. Then, if things his death and resurrection. By faith in him we are
do suddenly change, it will be a joyous bonus.
drawn into his Kingdom now and in eternity. As
I am aware that there are those whose mental health is Romans 15:13 says “May the God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace as you trust in him so that you may
suffering during this time, so not everyone will be
immediately able to make this shift in thinking. Maybe overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit”.
if you know someone who would appreciate online or May God bless your Christmas this year in whatever
telephone contact during this time you could reach out form it takes. Do let us know if you need us to pray for
you or you need help.
to them.

I

Of course, whilst Christmas is a wonderful family time
it is mainly about the hope that God brought to this
earth through the birth of a tiny baby over 2,000 years

Stephen 07943 014277 vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
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W

elcome to the December/January edition of the
Loddon Valley Link.
This month’s issue includes, as always at this time of
year, details of all our Christmas services. At the time of
writing it seems clear that services in church will be
permitted, if only in a limited and socially distanced
manner. For those who are unable to attend church or
prefer not to do so there are online services planned.
There are also special Christmas activities for families
to enjoy together - the Christingle service, and the
Christmas carol trail. Christmas is a time for giving and
for thinking of others less fortunate than ourselves, so
we are asked to donate toys to a Basingstoke safe
house, and toiletries to the Food Bank. See pp. 20-21
for details of all these activities.
When looking at news from Hampshire-wide
organisations I am often struck by the fact that, living
in the extreme north of the county as we do, a great
deal of the information and news they publish does not
seem to have much relevance to us. Events happening
in Southampton or Portsmouth may be very interesting
but are not appropriate for us at the Link to cover, with
our focus on local news. I was therefore very pleased to
pick up a Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
feature on a beauty spot not far from here Mapledurwell Fen. You can see this on p. 13.
Among regular features we welcome back the Village
Green Volunteers, after a gap due to Covid-19. They
have been working over the last two months and have
provided us with a report of their activities. We also
welcome the first Borough Councillor’s report of Cllr
Laura Edwards.
Talking of the Borough Council, they have now issued
their proposals for the 2021/2022 budget, and have
opened the consultation. Comments must be sent to
them by 3 January 2021.
We also have a beautiful and appropriate poem on p.
31, and this month’s lovely picture of a robin was taken
by Lynette Blacklock. We look forward to receiving
your poems, stories, reminiscences and photos - please
keep them coming. We’re also still looking for another

editor.
Let us have your feedback on the
magazine by contacting the
editor at
editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk,
Jane Abrams
and remember that you can
support the Loddon Valley Link at
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/loddonvalleylink/.
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The Loddon Valley Link is compiled and edited entirely by volunteers who live in the local community and take
part in its activities. It is normally hand distributed by volunteer neighbours to over 2,000 houses across the
parishes of Sherfield on Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Turgis. It is
available online at loddonvalleylink.org.uk. We return any profits to the community in the form of grants, which
amounted to nearly £3,000 last year.
Please note: the Loddon Valley Link aims to provide accurate information but the Management Committee cannot accept any liability in respect
of errors or omissions. Any opinions expressed in articles are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Loddon Valley Link
Management Committee. The Committee cannot be held responsible for the reliability or quality of any goods, work or services in this
publication or on our website. The Editor's decision as to the inclusion and content of articles is final. If inaccurate, misleading or otherwise
inappropriate information is brought to our attention, we will make every reasonable effort to correct or remove it as soon as possible.
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Services December 2020

Catholic Services

For special Advent and Christmas services please see pp. 26-27

St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke.
Public Worship Suspended
Please call 01256 465214

Sunday 6th December
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion
6.30pm
Evensong
Sunday 13th December
8.30am
Morning Worship
10.00am
Christingle*
Sunday 20th December
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion
6.30pm
Evensong
Sunday 27th December
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion

Advent 2
St Leonard’s Sherfield
Online
St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

St Leonard’s Sherfield
Online
St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
Christmas 1
St Leonard’s Sherfield
Online

Christmas 2
St Leonard’s Sherfield
Online
St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
Epiphany 1
St Leonard’s Sherfield
Online
Epiphany 2
St Leonard’s Sherfield
Online
St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
Epiphany 3
St Leonard’s Sherfield
Online
Epiphany 4
St Leonard’s Sherfield
Online

* particularly suitable for children (although they are welcome at all services)

IMPORTANT NOTICE
All services held in church are subject to government guidelines at the time. Please get in touch with the contacts
for each church (see p. 27), both to check that the service is taking place and to register. For online security and
contact tracing reasons, registration for ALL services is essential. Numbers for each service in the Churches are
limited and subject to social distancing guidelines. Face masks must be worn.
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Live-streamed Sunday Masses 9am, 11am

Baptist Chapel Services

St Leonard’s Sherfield
Online

Services January 2021
Sunday 3rd January
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion
6.30pm
Evensong
Sunday 10th January
8.30am
Morning Worship
10.00am
Morning Worship
Sunday 17th January
8.30am
Morning Worship
10.00am
Holy Communion
6.30pm
Evensong
Sunday 24th January
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Together in Worship*
Sunday 31st January
8.30am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Holy Communion

www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk

Breach Lane Chapel, Sherfield on Loddon
Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416

December 2020
6th

Sunday
Thursday 10th
Sunday 13th
Sunday 20th
Friday 25th
Sunday 27th

10.30am
7pm
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am

Family Worship led by Neil Owen
Bible Study at 1 Poplar Close, Sherfield-on-Loddon – Romans Chapter 8
Family Worship led by Graham Locke
CAROL SERVICE led by Neil Owen & followed by refreshments
CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE
Family Worship led by Steve Smith

January 2021
Sunday 3rd
Thursday 7th
Sunday 10th
Sunday 17th
Thursday 21st
Sunday 24th
Sunday 31st

10.30am
7pm
10.30am
10.30am
7pm
10.30am
10.30am

Family Worship led by Neil Owen
Bible Study at 1 Poplar Close, Sherfield-on-Loddon – Romans Chapter 9
Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham
Family Worship led by Neil Owen with Holy Communion
Bible Study at 1 Poplar Close, Sherfield-on-Loddon – Romans Chapter 10
Family Worship led by Neil Owen
Family Worship led by Steve Smith

Every Tuesday

9.30am

Every Day

All Day

Open Morning, film show, “Baptist Surgery” and a short time for
devotions.
NEW - Chapel open for quiet prayer.

New status for local homeless charity
The Camrose Centre for the Homeless and Vulnerably
Housed people in Basingstoke is now serving its clients
in its own right as an independent Charitable
Incorporated Organisation. Over the past ten years,
Camrose has been supported and supervised by
Basingstoke Voluntary Action, of which Camrose
remains a member.
Camrose continues to offer a place of shelter, hot
meals, food packs, guidance on a wide range of issues
and most important of all, a sympathetic listening ear
to homeless and vulnerable people in Basingstoke.

The Centre is always looking for
more volunteers to help them with
both client-facing and back office
roles, and also welcome new
applications to join our Board of
Trustees.

Camrose staff and
volunteers

Regular supporters of the Camrose should note the
new contact details, and online donations page which
can all be found on Camrose's updated website
www.thecamrosecentre.org.
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SHERFIELD PARK COMMUNITY CENTRE
Reg. Charity No 1170953

The Community Centre had only been reopened 8 weeks, with 50% of our regular
groups and classes having returned, when on 5th November a second lockdown sadly
started. We are hopeful that as you are reading this the Centre has reopened.
As before, we continue to be a pre-booked system for class attendance or by prior
appointment only to comply with our COVID-19 procedures.
Although we are unable to host our usual Christmas activities, we hope the following
can bring some festive fun. Wishing you all a Happy Christmas. Stay safe and well.
Sarah and Louise

The Sherfield Park Community Centre Elf has been out
and about. Can you spot where he has been? Our
‘Where’s the SPCC Elf?’ competition will be coming
through your letterbox soon…
‘Letters for Santa’ Postbox will be open from Monday 30
November. Don’t forget to add your name, age and address to
receive your reply before Christmas! The last post/deadline is
18th December. Delivery by 22nd December, suggested £1
donation.
We hope you enjoy our festive window display, Thank you to the children and staff at
Willowdene Nursery, our Craft Group; even
the office got creative!!

The Spotlight Food Hub continues to need
support especially over winter. The
Community Centre is a drop off point for
donations which you can leave in the box
outside the front entrance.
Please contact the Centre for more information on
manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk or
admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk (t) 01256 883967
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Prayers for December
1 Peter 1: 3.“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! In his mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade - kept in
heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power
until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the
last time”.

find a vaccine.
May their efforts
be rewarded with
success. Help us to
trust in the rigorous
processes that will enable a
vaccine to be distributed. We pray for the Government
and for all who are tasked with the responsibility of
making sure that we have what we need. We pray for all
those whose businesses and livelihoods are suffering.

Gracious and generous God, in your Son Jesus Christ
you have given us a true faith and a sure hope.
Strengthen this faith and hope in us in all our days and
especially as we approach Christmas time. Give us the We pray for our community, families, friends and
patience to accept gracefully whatever is given for us to neighbours. Help us to be ever watchful and caring as
we pick up things that need to be done to bring
do in order to be safe and keep our families safe.
harmony and peace in our neighbourhood. We
Protect those who are vulnerable, comfort those who
are lonely as we connect with each other to bring hope especially pray for all who are sick and for those who
have recently lost loved ones, whether from Covid or
and joy.
from other causes. Comfort them in their grief, we
We pray for the doctors and nurses, all medical
pray. As we continue to offer our prayers to you during
professionals and all who work on the frontline in any this month, guide us by your Spirit to know what to
occupation. We pray for their mental health and
pray for, and to know the ways in which we can be part
wellbeing, particularly remembering that they are
of the answer to our own prayers through the
already tired and stretched from the last lockdown. May generosity that you have already shown to us in Jesus.
they know that they are deeply valued by us and by you. In his name we offer you these prayers. Amen
Give them the wisdom and insight to use well what
they have learned and help them to find new ways of
comforting and easing the burden of those who are
sick. We pray for those who are working so hard to

Local Volunteer Contacts

Area

Lead Volunteer/Co-ordinator

Services Offered

Community Base or
Organisation

Bramley

Beckie Bethall 07427 434042 /
d.bethell@virgin.net

Food shopping, Prescription
Collections, Welfare Checks

Clift Meadow Pavillion

Sherfield on Loddon

Judith Sullivan 07702 822262
sullivan_judith@yahoo.co.uk

Food shopping, Prescription
Collections, Telephone
Befriending

Sherfield on Loddon
Support

Sherfield Park

Dawn Wright (01256 959150)
dawn@inhouse-catering-solutions.com

Food shopping, Prescription
Collections, Food Parcels

n/a

Stratfield Saye

Mandy Atkinson 01189814538
admin@tadleycommunitycentre.org.uk

Food shopping, Prescription
Collections, Food Parcels

Tadley Community
Centre
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Royal British Legion POPPY APPEAL 2020

THANK YOU
SHERFIELD ON LODDON and SHERFIELD PARK
On behalf of members and veterans of the British Armed Forces,
their families and dependants, I’d like to offer a huge thank you to
everyone who donated so generously and to the ongoing support of
our local businesses and poppy volunteers.
In this difficult year, with the addition of a pop-up poppy

stall we’ve raised a substantial

£2,607.72
Natalie Larner
Hon. Local Poppy Appeal Organiser

Update from Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council

M

eeting dates

The next Parish Council meeting will be held
remotely on Tuesday 12th January 2021.
The Reindeer Trail

announce that it has been successful in
obtaining a grant from the Police and
Crime Commissioners Office towards a speed camera.
Thanks go to the Office and to County Councillor
Rhydian Vaughan for letting us know about the
availability of the grant.

Unfortunately, due to the current situation with Covid,
the Community Reindeer Trail will not be running in
its usual format this year. However, there will still be
The Parish Council would like to take this opportunity
reindeer sited on the green. Any donations and grants
received for the 2020 event will be directed to the 2021 to wish each and every one of you a very nice
Christmas.
event.
Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 01256 842662
Police And Crime Commissioners Grant
Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council is pleased to

Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk

Macmillan at The Coffee Shop – 25 September 2020
This article in last month’s issue of the Link was written by Chris Horton, who also organised the Coffee
Morning - not, as was incorrectly stated, by Gill Fearon. Apologies to Chris, and to Gill.
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`At the heart of our community for over 100 years’ Reg. Charity 272385

Sherfield Village Hall Matters
THANK YOU
FOR THE BRILLIANT SUPPORT
WE’VE ALREADY RECEIVED

Kitchen Extension on Target
November saw the building made watertight; completion is on target for the end of the year. Due to
Covid 19, a Grand Opening party will sadly need to go on hold, but the Trustees and staff are
discussing ways to show you around by the start of February, when the refit should be complete. See
the next Loddon Valley Link and our website for details.

So why do we need to raise money?
Inevitably there’s a shortfall from lack of bookings and overheads still need to be paid.
Grants towards the kitchen refit have slowed down.
We want to avoid eating into our maintenance reserves earmarked for an exterior repaint and
improvements to the acoustics in 2021.
Fundraising will continue towards a Phase 2: a new entrance hall and meeting space.

Three ways you can help us
We know we have a lot of support in the village and further afield,
so please help us to reach our target of £20,000 and beyond!
1. Buy Bricks in Time at just £5 each. See the back page
2. Basingstoke and Deane Community Lottery page
3. Shop with Amazon Smile See November Link, page 11

Your Business Meeting? Need space for social distancing?
Large or small, our spaces are ideal! Book at www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk.

Events and Clubs
We look forward to our regular clubs and groups returning in the New Year, albeit in restricted form,
and we are reaching out to encourage others to make use of our spacious main hall, which lends itself
to being a Covid secure environment. Regrettably, we have postponed our annual Puppet Show and
Barn Dance but hope to see them return soon.

This Christmas Make sure you visit the front of your Village Hall for some Christmas joy.
Be Confident that you can Hire Sherfield Village Hall for your Covid secure group meeting
Online booking at www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
Tel. 07468 427684
Email: wendygosden@hotmail.com
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A Botannical Gem
Hampshire & Isle of Wight
Wildlife Trust recently
featured a local beauty spot,
Mapledurwell Fen.

definitive guide to flora
in Hampshire,
were joined by a small
band of Trust volunteers
who went to great
The Trust’s smallest
lengths to protect the
nature reserve,
flora of the fen. They
Mapledurwell Fen, is nestled in a corner of
even cut vegetation with
Basingstoke and Deane. It has been called the
“richest half acre in Hampshire” and survey results kitchen scissors and
garden shears in order to
from 2019 prove this is still the case.
Marsh Helleborine - the pale
maintain the fen's
form
Historically, Mapledurwell Fen is regarded as one condition!
of the most botanically rich fen-meadow sites in
Today the reserve is managed by a combination of
Hampshire, characterised by the unique
cutting and conservation grazing, carefully
community of plants that make this habitat, and
reviewed and altered depending on conditions in
therefore the site, so special. A 2019 survey
and around the site. A recent increase in the
recorded 110 species on the reserve. 11 of these
are indicator species for old meadows and 9 have deposition of atmospheric nitrogen means it is
possible that the levels of both cutting and grazing
specific notable status
may need to be increased in the near future. This
attached to them.
will help to control the dense, rank vegetation in
Some of the most
the fen and swamp. The dedication of generations
beautiful flowering
of naturalists, volunteers and staff has ensured the
plants found on the site
site has survived for so long and in such good
are orchids, and there
condition, and the Trust conducts regular surveys
are a wide variety found
to ensure it stays that way.
at Mapledurwell. This
Mapledurwell is one of the most enchanting sites
includes two different
in Hampshire, both for its history and all it
colour forms of Marsh
represents for conservation in the county. That
Helleborine, a significant
it has survived at all is wonder enough, and this
Marsh Fragrant-orchid - it
population of Marsh
produces a strong orangey
tiny gem remains a safe haven for biodiversity in
Fragrant-orchid and
scent in the evenings.
the wider countryside and a beacon of hope for
Southern Marshdeclining species.
orchid, and many more.
Mapledurwell Fen is a truly exceptional site despite If you visit the nearby Hatch nature reserve
(another small part of the original fen with very
its tiny size - under three hectares. The early
similar species and open to the public), and if you
recognition of the importance of the diversity
found here meant it survived the construction of kneel to inspect the petals of some of these rare
orchids, perhaps you will feel the gaze of past
the M3 when so much of the neighbouring
naturalists upon you.
fenland did not. Many of the surrounding fens

were lost forever, infilled with spoil from
construction sites. Being the last remaining
fragment of this important wildlife habitat poses
its own management challenges for the reserve.

Luckily, dedicated volunteers who love and
protect the site are nothing new for Mapledurwell.
In the early days of the Trust, Francis Rose and
Lady Anne Brewis, botanists who co-wrote the

In the quiet, listen for a whisper. It is undoubtedly
those naturalists of the past, still arguing over the
taxonomy of those very plants.
© Ian Ralphs/HIWWT
www.hiwwt.org.uk/blog/hiwwt/mapledurwell-fen-botanical-gem
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01256 358870
07825 685923
Home
Household Repairs
Patios - Painting
Plumbing - Paving
Home & Garden Services-Sherfield is a
local company that specialises in providing
value for money solutions for all of your
home and garden improvements,
maintenance and repairs. One off jobs - big
or small - and regular maintenance services
to keep your property and garden in good
order

Garden
Scarifying
Rotovating
Trimming
Mowing
Aquatics
Maintenance
Fencing

Tree
Surgery and
Seasoned
Logs

Fully insured
Best prices - All work guaranteed

www.hgs-sherfield.co.uk

Greetings from Chineham Library!
Hopefully, by the time you read
this, we will be on the other side
of Lockdown 2, and Christmas is
not that far away …

like to register, either ring 01962 454747 or go to
www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/ready-reads to fill
in the online registration form. We have had some nice
feedback from our customers, with some saying that
As usual, if you want to learn something new over the they have been introduced to new authors and books
next few weeks as the nights start to draw in there are a which they are enjoying very much.
number of courses available online as part of the
Please remember that joining the library is free,
‘Learning in Libraries’ scheme. To find out more and to browsing is free, the Ready Reads and Home Library
book a course visit the Hantsweb shop online on
Service are free, and our e-offerings through
www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php?cat=369 and click BorrowBox and RBDigital are free!
on ‘Online learning’. Be aware that you may need to
We are currently open on the following days:
download Zoom for course access.
Tuesday: 10 am – 4 pm
Hampshire Library offers a Home Library Service to
Wednesday: 10 am – 4 pm
support those who cannot visit a library due to illhealth, disability, or caring duties. If you do not use the Friday: 10 am – 4 pm
Home Library Service but are taking additional
Saturday: 10 am – 4 pm
shielding precautions, Ready Reads selections and
reservations can also be collected on your behalf. Go to We wish you a happy festive season, and hope to see
www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives
you soon!
/library/resources/homelibraryservice to find out
Chineham Library Team
more, or ring 01962 454747.
We are still running the Ready Reads scheme if you
would like us to pick your books for you – if you would
Page 14
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Borough Councillor

T

his is my first article for the Loddon Link, as the
Councillor for Chineham and Sherfield Park and
I would like to say hello. Please feel free to contact me
on my details below.
We have had nearly a year of uncertainty and
restrictions in place on how we live our daily lives.
December is here and I wish all residents a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year! Hopefully 2021
will be full of positive changes.
For now, we continue to be under some level of
lockdown, but we can feel relieved that the tip has
remained open and the black bins are still being
collected weekly.

Borough councillors continue to
object to the application.
The annual budget consultation is
now open. Basingstoke and Deane
Borough Council invites you to
give your views on the proposed
budget for 2021 to 2022 at www.basingstoke.gov.uk/
budget2020. The consultation will run until 3 January
2021.
Laura Edwards
Tel: 07999120252
Cllr.laura.edwards@basingstoke.gov.uk

Facebook: Laura Edwards - Chineham and Sherfield
An appeal has been made to the Secretary of State
Park Councillor
against the decision of Basingstoke and Deane
Borough Council to refuse permission for a temporary
access point to the Redlands site off Reading Road.
The consultation closed on 4 December; your

T

Ranil Writes
his area is a safe place to live, work and visit. We
all know that’s true, and yet crime does occur.

continue working
with our local police
force to make sure
Coronavirus is, obviously, at the forefront of our
minds, but my everyday work for you continues all the intelligence is
gathered effectively
same. You’ve told me that you’re worried about antisocial behaviour, drugs and even the risk of knife crime. and fed through to
Recently, I caught up with local Chief Inspector Karen the relevant officers.
McManus, who is in charge of policing in Basingstoke To complement this
and Deane, to discuss what she and her officers have
work in our
been doing to keep us safe – even during this difficult
community, I’m
time.
pleased to confirm
She told me that the number one thing residents can do that – as part of the Prime Minister’s pledge to recruit
20,000 new Police Officers across the country – over
to keep themselves and neighbours safe is simply to
report any crime you see or hear. I know, it sounds too 4,300 have been hired already and we will be getting
some here in North East Hampshire. They are being
simple, too easy. Anything that doesn’t require an
immediate 999 response, you can report either online at trained up as I write this and will be on the beat very
bit.ly/3lsWXPp, by emailing me at: email@ranil.uk or soon.
by calling 101. Nothing is too small to report. This can
be anything from seeing or hearing people behaving
suspiciously to a crime you can see taking place at the
time. She also reassured me that not only will our
visible patrols continue, but that they are utilising all
tactics available to disrupt and prosecute criminals –
and that these modern tactics are being rolled out
across multiple forces in our area to secure a concerted
effort in protecting all of our towns and villages. I will
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I want to thank our police and everybody in our
community who is keeping us safe during this difficult
time. The crime rate in our area is low, but that is only
because of the work you all do to keep it so.
As ever, if you would like any help or have any
questions, please do contact my office by email to:
email@ranil.uk or on (01256) 702468.
This information was correct as of 12th November 2020.
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St Leonard’s Church at Advent
and Christmas
Please join in with us on our celebrations and gift giving ideas for Christmas this
year. Our services are listed on pp. 26-27 and we also have some special events.
Follow us at Christingle collecting for the Children’s Society, help with the Toy
Collection for the Basingstoke safe house and the Bethlehem Bedrolls for the Food
Bank, and then have fun exploring the Christmas Carol Trails around our
communities.

Christingle
13th December 2020, 10am
On behalf of The Children’s Society
This year we have to change our normal service
so that we can all meet online. Join us for our
Zoom service (contact details on p. 27) where we
are introducing the Christingle Scavenger Hunt. Let’s make Christingles during the service by searching for
things round your home. Put your thinking caps on!
Q. What can you find that represents the world?
A. An orange, an apple, an onion, a ball of wool………
Q. What is red, or represents love to you?
A. Ribbon, wool, cotton, a woolly scarf, heart shaped chocolates…….
Q. What can be the light?
A. Candle, torch, light on your phone……
Q. Good things, the fruits of the earth?
A. Wow, well, there’s chocolate, a piece of cake, more chocolate……
It is up to you! For a colouring-in sheet for your children to put in your
window, just contact us via the St Leonards Church Facebook or email.
Please don’t forget that the Children’s Society is always the recipient of our
collection at Christingle, and they have a donation page for you to click www.childrenssociety.org.uk/how-you-can-help/fundraise-andevents/christingle

Toy Collection
Saturday 12th December 10am -12pm Sunday 13th December 12pm – 1pm
Sherfield on Loddon Village Hall Car Park and Sherfield Park Community Centre Car Park
It is our tradition to collect toys for a Basingstoke safe house during our Christingle Service. This year, we
will have a car park collection in Sherfield Park and in Sherfield on Loddon. Please bring your unwrapped
and unused toy donations to our volunteer collectors so we can pass them on to this important community
resource.
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St Leonard’s Church Christmas Carol Trail
Carol singing in the time of pandemic! It will be difficult this year to gather together
in our groups and sing carols together, so why not join our Christmas Carol Trail?
Starting the 12th December, you can follow our trails to sing carols and enjoy the
Nativity Story. Look for our posters on the trails, with words to the carols and a QR
code linking you to the music. Take your family for a walk and remember to bring
your phone to make the link. Just enjoy the chance to sing, listen to music and read
in the fresh air.
We will have four trails of around 20 – 30 mins.
These are the starting points:
Sherfield Park – the Community Centre area
Sherfield on Loddon – the Village Hall
Wildmoor Loop – the Church End Telephone Box
Hartley Wespall – at the church
You will find the directions to the following poster on each one, and it will stop at nine carols!

St Leonard’s Church Bethlehem Bedroll
Help us spread more cheer to the Food Bank this Christmas time. All through
December, we are asking you to add an extra package to the Food Bank. Time to
clear your shelves of toiletries and make a helpful donation. Please collect those
personal care items that can sometimes feel like a luxury, such as shampoo,
toothpaste, soap, creams, antiperspirant etc. Perhaps you can wrap them in a face
flannel or hand towel? Roll them together and pop them into a freezer or paper
bag with a label saying Bethlehem Bedroll (tear off at the bottom of this page).
Marking Male, Female or Child will help sort the packages out. Collection points
are the Food Bank boxes at the Shop in Sherfield on Loddon, and the Community Centre in Sherfield Park.
The Food Bank have told us this would be a very special and welcome way of giving support.

********************************************

St Leonard’s Church

Bethlehem Bedroll
Male/Female/Child - delete if/as appropriate
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“New Shoes”
New Management at The Four Horseshoes

L

ily and Phil Waddington took over The Four
Horseshoes, in the heart of Sherfield on Loddon,
on the 11th November. Apparently, as Phil says, it was
almost a surprise to the couple, as the pub company
had gone though a takeover and communications had
been poor for a couple of weeks. They got a call on the
Tuesday just checking they would be there on
Wednesday to do the handover. Of course they jumped
at the chance, even in the current climate with the pub
closed.

the current staff
to ensure a
smooth transition
to the new regime.

Lily, especially, brings a wealth of hospitality industry
experience including owning a safari lodge in the Masai
Mara in Kenya. They are bringing some management
assistance with them but are hoping to keep most of

Can’t wait to try the Thai takeaway, which should be up
and running by the time you read this.

As a unique selling
point for their new
business they arrive
complete with a
chef skilled in both
traditional English
The couple currently live in Barkham a few miles away and modern Thai
but have frequently travelled through Sherfield. As they cuisine
recount, they had done their due diligence and secret
It is with fondness that we say goodbye to
shopper visit and found a very attractive village pub
Jan and Linz who have done an excellent job in putting
located in the heart of a lovely village. Their first
the pub at the heart of the village. We look forward to
impressions were so positive they decided they would
welcoming Lily, Phil and the team to Sherfield and wish
love to take it on.
them well in their new venture.
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The team and members of St Leonard’s Sherfield on
Loddon, St Mary’s Stratfield Saye and St Mary’s
Hartley Wespall pray a happy, peaceful and blessed
Christmas for you all and a happy and healthy New
Year.
‘The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they
will call him Emmanuel - which means ‘God with us.’
Matthew 1:23

Christmas Service Plan **
Contact point for all St Leonard’s services (vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com)
Sunday 13th December
10am Christingle online (St Leonard’s). See p. 21 for further details of this
service, including the materials you need to have by you.
5.30pm Lessons and Carols at St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
(Please contact Pip Iles nearer the time (pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk)
Sunday 20th December
7.30pm Carol Service in St Leonard’s
7.30pm Carol Service online (St Leonard’s)
5.30pm Extra Carol Service in St Leonard’s (if required)
24th December - Christmas Eve
5.00pm Crib service online
8.30pm First Communion of Christmas in St Leonard’s
11.00pm St Leonard’s Midnight Communion online

** IMPORTANT NOTICE: All services held in church are subject to
government guidelines at the time. Please get in touch with the contacts for each
Church to both check that the service is taking place and to register. Apologies
but for online security and contact tracing, registration for ALL services is
essential. Numbers for each service in the churches are limited and subject to
social distancing guidelines. Face masks must be worn.
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Christmas Day
10.00am Family Carols at Christmas Service in St Leonard’s
10.00am St Leonard’s Family Service online
10.00am St Mary’s Stratfield Saye Christmas Communion
(Please contact Anna Atkinson (anna@heywoodsfarm.com)
10.00am St Mary’s Hartley Wespall Family Service
(Please contact Pip Iles (pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk)
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Remembrance Sunday
Following Government guidelines, a Service of
Remembrance with only skeleton numbers took place at
Sherfield War Memorial. Track and Trace was in
operation and the few people present all stood
considerately observing social distancing. Rev. Stephen
Ball and Cllr. Andy Morgan would like to thank the
many residents and friends who chose to commemorate
at home in order to keep us all safe.
The service followed the traditional pattern, showing
due respect to all those damaged by war.

In his opening address, Rev. Ball reminded us that
although we have to stay apart to protect the
community, we are united in our desire for peace.
Wreaths were laid on behalf of the Royal British Legion
(Col JSK Swanston), the Parish Council (Cllr. Andy
Morgan), Capt. J. Aiden Liddell, VC, MC, RFC and the
Basingstoke Branch of the RAF Association (Air
Commodore Jane Middleton) and Sherfield Village Hall
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(Chairman Ivan Gosden).
During the wreath-laying, Piper Richard Smith played
the lament “Flowers of the Forest.” The names of the
fallen were listed by John Swanston, who also gave The
Exhortation. Andy Morgan recited The Kohima
Epitaph and Steve Barlin played the Last Post signalling
the two minute silence at 11.00a.m. and then the
Reveille. The RAF Association and Royal British
Legion standards were raised and lowered by Standard
Bearers Pip Iles and Tony Evans. Lt. Col (retd) Oliver
Bartrum read from Micah Chapter 4, verses 1-5. Rev
Ball led the prayers but sadly there were no hymns this
year. The service concluded with a recorded version of
the National Anthem.
Let’s hope that next year in
Sherfield we can again pay
our respects side by side in
the usual numbers.
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Hedgehogs and Humans

S

herfield Park Parish News
Meeting Dates

Sherfield Park Parish Council continues to meet
remotely, with our last meeting of this year on
Wednesday 9th December and the first meeting of
2021 on Wednesday 6th January, both at 7.30pm. The
agenda and supporting items will be available on the
Parish Council Notice Boards and website, no less
than five days beforehand. Please email the clerk with
any issues and/or details to join the meeting remotely.
Sherfield Park Parish Council Grants
The Parish Council sets aside an annual budget to be
awarded in grants to organisations for projects that
will be of benefit to the residents of our parish.
In the past year, grants have been made to The Hub
Youth Club based at Sherfield Park Community
Centre, Victim Support, Chineham Rugby Football
Club and St Leonard’s Church. Recent grants have
also been made to Sherfield Park Community
Association to help to fund the cost of security
bollards at the car parks, and the installation of a boot
scrapers for use by sports groups on the playing fields
at the Community Centre.

by Geoffrey Preston
Nervously, nocturnally, a hedgehog may appear,
He’s careful and he’s watchful, since there is much to fear.
Unpleasant things are out there, which hurt and harm and kill,
He feeds alone, then speeds back home when he has had his fill.
He has his built-in PPE - his prickles, which deflect
Some of the threats, but others he must treat with great respect.
He knows that keeping well away is sensible and right
A careless or incautious hog might get a nasty fright.
Now we’re like Sherfield’s hedgehogs too; we stay at home and fret,
Because out there is Covid, a most unpleasant threat.
When we, like hogs, go out for food, or do some other task,
We wear, like hogs, our PPE - our kit of gloves and mask.
We try to stay six feet away from anyone we see,
And, shopping done, we go back home, as quickly as can be.
So, hogs and humans, both for safety hide ourselves away;
When threats abound, and warnings sound, then home’s the place to stay!

cannot do. For the most up to date guidance please
visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/coronavirus. Vulnerable
residents who need additional support and do not
have family or friends to help should call the
Hampshire Coronavirus Support Helpline on 0333
370 4000 to register.

Parish Initiatives
Residents may notice ongoing work around Sherfield
Park as the Parish Council continues with projects to
make Sherfield Park even better. The staggered
barriers at the end of our walkways are looking rather
tired, so over the next few weeks they will all receive a
much needed facelift. Some of the black fencing will
get a good scrub, Dove House volunteers will
continue to weed the pavements and keep our green
spaces looking great, and Taylors Farm Path will be
resurfaced at the muddy end near the Gaiger
Roundabout entrance.

Have your say on budget proposals

Basingstoke Foodbank Donation
Our local foodbank needs your help! Please continue
to pop any extras items you buy in the basket near the
checkouts at Tesco in Chineham. Alternatively, the
Community Centre and The Shop in Sherfield on
Loddon continue to accept donations.

B

COVID-19

Tracy Hamer, Clerk and RFO to Sherfield Park Parish
Council

asingstoke and Deane Borough Council has
approved plans for next year’s budget, which they
hope will protect the services that residents value most
while keeping council tax low. The Council has now
begun a consultation on the proposals. Feedback from
the consultation, which runs until 3 January 2021 at
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/budget2020, will be
considered before final decisions about the budget are
taken at a meeting of Council on 25 February 2021.

As we move into another change of restrictions, it is
easy to become confused with what we can and

November 2020

Changes approved by Cabinet include:

For information on grants from Sherfield Park Parish
Council, please visit the Finance section at
www.sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk.

Finally, Sherfield Park Parish Council wishes everyone
a special, safe and Happy Christmas.

a £5, or 10p per week, average increase is
proposed for the borough council part of the
council tax for 2021/22

Postman Lee (Sherfield on Loddon)

H

ello to all of my customers in the village. Just to
say a huge thank you for the lovely cards, gifts
and best wishes I received before I finished work in
September and since I have been at home. My
treatment is going well. I have had some minor
reactions, otherwise all OK and keeping positive. I still
have some way to go and my hair is starting to go but
otherwise all good. I am now hoping to return in midPage 30

May 2021.
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.
All the very best.
Your postman Lee.

in their communities, which
were delayed as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Like many others across the country, the council’s
budget has been put under further pressure as a result
of the COVID-19 pandemic with falling income and
extra costs to provide support during this
unprecedented time.
Cabinet Member for Finance and Service Improvement
Cllr Hannah Golding said: “Our proposed budget plans
for the coming year will continue to make us a low
council tax borough despite having one of the highest
spending per head on services of all districts in the
country.

in addition to the increase in council tax, a 3%
average increase in fees and charges for services is “Although we have a history of strong financial
management we are having to make difficult decisions,
proposed to help pay for the costs of these
with reductions in funding, rising costs and demand,
services
for our services to ensure we can continue to provide
Maintaining services that residents value, including
services in the future. With a £1.03 million budget gap
weekly bin collections, community safety patrols and
in 2021/22, we are awaiting confirmation of
keeping areas looking their best, are funded as part of
government funding to help address this as part of its
proposals to balance the budget next year.
annual spending review.”
This includes previous commitments for additional
For more details on the proposed budget go to
funding to increase community safety patrols and a new www.basingstoke.gov.uk/budget2020#elem_65240.
scheme for councillors to support small-scale projects
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December in Your Garden

T

he first frosts arrived in mid November so your gardens
will have gone into a dormant state. When the weather is
dry and sunny take the opportunity to carry on with clearing
up the leaves and the flower beds. Fallen leaves will spoil the
lawn if not raked up. They can be composted to provide leaf
mould for next year but it also prevents slugs from hiding
away. There is a bit of planting that can be done now when
the soil is not too wet. The signs of new growth will already
be appearing with bulbs beginning to poke through. We are
all looking forward to a happier 2021 after a very difficult
year.
Some jobs to do –

garden or the hedgerows. They
are so much more attractive than
bought versions.
Pile straw, bracken or even
newspaper around the base of
tender shrubs and climbers to
protect them from falling
temperatures.

Photo: Jacqueline Brownen

Prune climbing roses hard between now and February. Cut
out old and dead wood and create a framework by tying in
the long new growth which will produce the flowers next
year.

Protect your terracotta pots from cracking in freezing weather
Hard prune overgrown shrubs and hedges while they're
by bringing them indoors or giving them some shelter.
dormant.
Rake up the last of the fallen leaves in borders and on the
Make sure that your bulbs planted for Christmas have not
lawn. Trim the grass edges and this will smarten up the
dried out but do not overwater. Bring them gradually into the
appearance of the garden.
light and warmth so that they are in flower on time as
Plant bare-root roses and other deciduous shrubs and
decoration or as presents.
ornamental trees. Stake them well so as to avoid winds
Cut back autumn flowering raspberry canes.
rocking them or breaking stems.
Harvest leeks, sprouts and root vegetables.
Hang bird feeders near roses to attract hungry birds that will
Have a very Happy Christmas and let’s hope 2021 is good for
also pick off any overwintering pests.
us all at home and in the garden.
Cut stems of berried winter shrubs, seasonal flowers and
Richard
evergreen leaves for your Christmas decorations from the
07768 004820

Village Green Volunteers

T

he activities of the VGVs during 2020 have been
severely limited due to ongoing Covid-19 restrictions,
but in the last couple of months they have been able to do
some useful tasks on the Village Green.
They cleared and cut up fallen and broken trees across
Plantation Road and the concrete path, undertook chipping
on the green and allotments, fitted a new lock and chain on

Contact Roy on 01256 861462
Mobile: 07798 570443.

Website: www.molegone.co.uk
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Bulb planting (carried out with the required social distancing)

the allotments, repaired guttering on the storage building by
the community pavilion, installed litter and deep water signs,
and repainted the VGV noticeboard. Wild flowers were
planted around the VGV noticeboard and glade together with

hundreds of donated daffodil bulbs. The War Memorial was
tended with new planting, the new flagpole installed and
Silent Soldier put in place. The first insect hotel was built
near Golden Pond and is giving a lot of pleasure to young
visitors.
Covid-19 restrictions permitting, the VGVs intend to trim the
hedge along Goddards Lane, repair and paint benches in
various locations, repair the new path to the Burial Ground
with sharp sand, install a donated bench by the concrete path.
More insect hotels are planned near the playground. The
volunteers will replace the edging of the path round Jubilee
Pond, fill with chippings and top up other similar paths.
These proposals were agreed at the Parish Council meeting in
November.
John and Vanessa Attwood
have been delivering pot
plants to self-isolating
residents, continuing their
gifts of flowers during the
first lockdown.
Pamela Darker
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West Green Road
Hartley Wintney
RG27 8LP
Open June (date varies) to late September for Pick
Your Own and Picked fruit, vegetables and flowers
including Strawberries, Tayberries, Currants,
Gooseberries, Raspberries, New Potatoes and
Asparagus; local Honey, Free Range Eggs and
Homemade Jams and Ice Creams
CALL 01252 845772
from May 1st for information, and to place orders or
visit www.westgreenfruits.com
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Crime Prevention Update from Hampshire Constabulary
Test and Trace Scams

Email Scams

The new NHS COVID-19 app is the only official
contact tracing app for England and Wales.

Action Fraud have had an increase in
reports of various email scams from
Criminals may call claiming to be from Test and Trace seemingly trusted organisations. These could be from:
to obtain personal information or ask for payments to
DVLA – claiming that your vehicle is no longer
send out tests. Find out more at covid19.nhs.uk.
taxed
HMRC – either offering financial support as a
Keeping children safe on Netflix
result of coronavirus or claiming that you are
Netflix have collaborated with the internet safety
entitled to a tax refund
charity SWGfl and the UK Safer Internet Centre to
Amazon – claiming there is an issue with your
create a checklist of parental controls which include:
account
How to set up children’s accounts
Do not click on any links within a suspicious email.
How to add maturity ratings
Your bank, or other official organisation, won’t ask
How to block shows
you to share personal information over email. If you
How to lock profiles
need to check it is genuine, call them directly on a
number obtained from their official website (do not
How to turn autoplays on and off
follow any links to their website from the email).
How to access viewing history
You can also forward any suspicious emails to the
The full guide is available at
(swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/netflix-checklist/) Suspicious Email Reporting Service (SERS)
Report@phishing.gov.uk
and ensure appropriate parental controls have been
added.
For further crime prevention advice please visit
www.hampshire.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/.

Crime Figures for September 2020

Sherfield Park

For further details see:
www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-rural-east/ for Bramley, Sherfield on Loddon, Hartley Wespall, Stratfield
Saye, Stratfield Turgis
www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-east/ for Sherfield Park)
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APPEAL DURING COVID CRISIS

Puzzle Page

Effects on Children, Families and Young Farmers in Ghana
ACROSS
1 Seed that follows command to open?
(6)
5 Takes a break, having a day in France
surrounded by rolling sand (8)
10 Made a phone call and spoke (4)
11 Enrage a repeat sex pervert (10)
12 Grain, and what to do with it, we
hear? (6)
13 Gave someone a ring and made a
suggestion (8)
14 Recent recruit finally deserts to fight
in irregular army – becoming this? (9)
18 Secured return of silver money... (5)
19 ...money that gives difficulty to the
French (5)
20 Experienced peacekeepers found west
of the river (9)
24 Steps taken by those who get their
skates on? (3,5)
25 Drink some Schweppes with liqueur
(6)
26 External cell tissue in nerve-ending to
trap gas (10)
27 I happen to kiss a goat!(4)
28 Government department makes
attempt to conceal a ruse that's gone
wrong (8)
29 Neat drives (6)
DOWN
2 Learned English and Italian in an
uncultured environment (7)
3 This does not describe a posh girl who
is in prison endlessly (7)
4 Merseyside? (7)
6 As was Troy by Greeks, ultimately, in
action (9)
7 Maiden perhaps might get the upper
hand (9)
8 Drove, we hear, with good judgement
– showing this (4-5)
9 Firm has to rearrange dates quickly (9)
14 In 1999, make a mistake over English
books – causing hilarity (9)
15 Upstanding father wears short
protective coat with elastic material (9)
16 They're discovered by pupils (9)
17 Describes a Dutchman giving rebuke
kindly? (9)
21 Their properties should be
permanently frozen (7)
22 Martial law upheld without resistance
by Eisenhower (7)
23 Fallout can be expected from this
type of family? (7)

Tricky www.sudokuoftheday.com
A step-by-step guide to solving this puzzle can be found on the web site
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Solutions on p. 44

Set by Alberich - alberichcrosswords.com

A HUGE THANK YOU
from
C HARLOTTE N IGHTINGALE , S HERFIELD - ON -L ODDON , UK CEO Tewbit & Lamkotet
Former midwife and local resident since 1982, Charlotte Nightingale (nee Tetteh) has been coordinating
education, farming and enterprise projects for young people in her country of origin, Ghana, since 2003.
ceo@tewbit.com

www.tewbit.com

www.lamkotet.com

Making a difference to young people in Ghana
In the August edition, Charlotte asked for our help. She said

“We are all impacted by a world dominated by health crises,
but the disproportionate effect of the virus on the poor, both here
and where there are no
benefit systems, is 101%”
Covid 19 hit
Charlotte’s charity

young people who need them.
Here in Ghana, a happy lass models her
new school satchel.

hard, too.
People responded.
Here is Charlotte at
home preparing goods
for shipment. The
boxes contain laptops,
children’s books, a
sewing machine and all
types of supplies for
pupils and young
women with small
businesses.
Below Albert,
Charlotte’s husband,
prepares farm tools for
dispatch.

Charlotte’s family and
staff, both here and
in Ghana, work to
improve the life
chances of young
people in Accra, with
no middle
bureaucracy involved.
Donations and purchases in the UK go directly to the

Young
farmers
unwrap the
farming
tools, ready
to restart their training.

Letter of Gratitude to
LVL Committee, Sponsors and Donors
On behalf of the staff and management of Lamkotet
Agricultural Enterprise and Tetnight Education in
Ghana, we wish to extend our gratitude to you and
the Loddon Valley Link group for the immense
assistance you have given us over the years and
most especially during this devastating Global
pandemic which brought us to our knees.
Without your recent purchases and donations,
progress in all aspects of our work would have been
extremely difficult and for that we are extremely
grateful.
Thank you again and may God bless you all,
Ben Tetteh, CEO Lamkotet Agriculture in Ghana
Jerry Tetteh, CEO Tetnignt Education in Ghana

We have joined Basingstoke and Deane Community Lottery
Help us to raise funds to purchase a used tractor for the young farmers
through the Basingstoke and Deane Community Lottery. Buy your tickets and find out more at:
www.bandcommunitylottery.co.uk/support/tetnight-education-and-young-farmers-programme
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National Women's Register
Our recent activity has been to research our theme
country for this year, Finland. It is one of the
northernmost countries in the world and its capital,
Helsinki, is the second most northern capital after
Reykjavik, the capital of Iceland. It is approximately
720 miles long, not far different from that of the UK,
although with a much smaller population of 5.5
million.
Its landscape has been shaped by the last Ice Age and
the consequent eroding effect has left it with mostly
flat land and relatively few hills and mountains. Its
highest mountain is similar to that of Ben Nevis at
over 4,000 feet. The land is mostly covered with
coniferous forests (78%) with little cultivated land, and
10% are lakes, rivers and ponds.
Its relatively recent history has been shaped by its
proximity to Sweden and Russia, being in a somewhat
precarious position between the two. Finland finally
declared itself independent after the 1917 Russian
Revolution and in the Second World War fought
against the Soviet Union. After the war, it lost about
10% of its territory. The country, however, has
prospered and in the 1990s enjoyed economic growth
from the success of the mobile phone manufacturer,
Nokia. Finland is a top performer in various areas,
including education, civil liberties, quality of life and
economic competitiveness.
Finland has excellent public transport. Its trains go to
the far north with its challenging weather and people
are able to put their cars on the trains. Helsinki has a
tramway, metro and commuter rail system. There are
27 airports, five of which have regular international
flights. The road system is well-maintained and
extensive and coaches run on 90% of them. Boats are
also a popular mode of transport and there are many
ferries from the coastal towns which link to the
archipelago in the south. In the summer many use
bicycles.
Finland is also credited with inventing the sauna. These
date back to 7,000 BC and they have become a very
important part of Finnish life, being found in
apartments, office buildings and even on public
transport!
There is a quote: ‘The Finns design it, the Swedes
manufacture it, the Danes sell it…
and the Norwegians buy it.’ Finland
is known for its design and in
particular, the 50s and 60s became
known as the Golden Age of Finnish
Design. Some of their designs include
textiles by a company called
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Marimekko, Fiskars
scissors with their
bright orange
handles, the Artek
stool (with three
legs) and lovely
glassware such as
the Aalto Vase.
Reindeer meat is a staple in most
Finnish people’s diets. Reindeer farms are common
and provide a plentiful supply for the home market. A
popular cheese is leipäjuusto made
from cows’ colostrum, the rich
milk produced after a cow has
given birth. It is similar to feta
cheese. Vispipuuro is a dessert
porridge made from wheat
semolina and lingonberries. In
such a cold climate hot soup
Leipäjuusto
is really welcome and
Lohikeitto is made with salmon, potatoes and leaks.
Mustikkapiirakka is blueberry pie made with a type of
gluten-free pastry and goes well with coffee! A
traditional Finnish meal called kaalilaatikko is a baked
cabbage casserole made with ground meat, rice and a
dash of molasses.
Finland’s flora and fauna includes a very varied mix of
species. The most common trees are pine and spruce,
but there are deciduous trees and these include the
silver birch (the national tree), hazel, aspen, maple, elm
and alder. Bilberries and lingonberries grow in the wild
and are used in their dessert dishes. There is an
amazing array of mammals from brown bears, moose,
wolves and reindeer to hares, pine martens, stoats and
otters. Finland has 464 species of birds.
Famous Finns include the composer Sibelius and Santa
Claus, the latter residing in Lapland in the north of the
country where there is a popular theme park
‘Christmas Land’. The main Christmas festivities take
place on Christmas Eve when food such as leg of pork
with mashed swede (very popular!), cured salmon,
turkey and vegetable casserole are consumed, followed
by baked rice pudding with plum jam.

This was a very interesting topic which we enjoyed
very much.

www.complete-pestsolutions.com

Happy Christmas and a healthier New Year for 2021!
Gill Fearon
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STRATFIELD SAYE VILLAGE
HALL

St Leonard’s Church Room is
available for hire
The Church Room attached to St Leonard's
is a light modern space with kitchen (Food
Hygiene Rating 5), and toilet facilities.
Suitable for business and community group
meetings or parties. Large car park.
For more information about hiring please
contact:

admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk
01256 882788
A small, attractive and traditional hall in New
Street, Stratfield Saye
Ideal for children’s parties and functions
Ample parking
To view or hire, contact Linda on:
(01189)332106

Charity Christmas Cards Winchester
Puzzle Solutions

The card shop has
moved this year, from
the Tourist
Information Centre
(which cannot
accommodate social
distancing) to 155
High Street (formerly
Whittards) between
Costa and Clarks. It is
open 10am - 4pm
Monday to Saturday
from 19th October.
This year’s charity
Christmas cards are
being sold by Cards for Good Causes. This is a nonprofit enterprise returning all proceeds to participating
charities.
Volunteers are needed to staff the shop. Please
enquire: WinchesterCFGC@gmail.com.
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D & D Beauty
Gym Minis
Gwynne Dental
HIPP Pilates
Italdent
S B Physiotherapy
Spine Team Chiropractic
The Salon
Tranquil Beauty Clinic
Home Services
A Sewell
AFJ Property Maintenance
AMS Mayfair (Water Softener Specialists)
Basingstoke Appliance Services

36
18
19
46

Basingstoke Gas & Heating
Basingstoke Window Cleaning Services
Best of Flooring
Bob Berry Fencing
Complete Pest Solutions
Domiciliary Care
Drain & Able
Dudley's Cattery
Fyne Flooring
GMK Decorating Services
HGS Sherfield
Horizon Sound and Vision
J Cook Landscapes
Molegone
Ovenclean
Perfectpawsitter
Phase Fire & Security
Roller Garage Doors
Roots Landscaping
Tarblack Driveways
Legal and Financial Services

23
46
34
34
43
46
45
37
24
46
14
46
19
32
35
15
46
17
10
37

Edmonds Accountancy
Phillips Solicitors (inc. Brain Chase Coles)
Wills Chandler
Plumbing

36
51
23

A W Burt
Niall Catlin
Shops
The Shop in Sherfield on Loddon
Wellington Farm Shop
West Green Fruits
Pubs, Restaurants and Cafés
The Coffee Shop
The Four Horseshoes
Travel
Authentic Travel

25
32

Small Ads
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35
36
25
45
46
9
39
9
32
9
18
39
29
9
14
15
19
37
45
25
43
24
17
35
10
43
34

25
10
35
43
22
29
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Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye
with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and Bramley - Church Officers
Rector:
Rev. Stephen Ball
01256 881071, email
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Tuesday)

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, Sherfield-onLoddon, RG27 0JB
Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520
Treasurer: Peter Martinson 07952 873274
Organist: Mike Abrams 01256 881188

Assistant Priest
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593
sc.cedars@greenbee.net

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson 01256 882459
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705

Curate (priest responsible for Bramley and
Little London):
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092

Licensed Lay Ministers:
Richard Elphick 01256 882860
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092

Messy Church, Sherfield Park
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453
rosyhannah@hotmail.com

Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788
lgoodall.work@gmail.com

Loddon Valley Link
ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE
All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles
Tel. 01256 880559
advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month
Small ads - £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. Requests are
dealt with in order.
Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles.
Editor for the February edition - Jane Abrams
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 14th January
Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
Loddon Valley Link Committee
Chair and Editor: Jane Abrams 01256 881188
jabrams2226@gmail.com
Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559
advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
Editor and CTO: Simon Boase
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com
Editor: Howard Perkins
01256 883882
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com
Chiara Ziamin
chiara.zamin@gmail.com

Secretary: Ilene Iles
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
Rev. Stephen Ball 01256 881071
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
Germano Giugovaz 01189 332166
lyngiugovaz@gmail.com
Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379
dgdawson@sky.com
Louise Grainger 01256 883967
manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated.
Allotments
Basingstoke Gazette
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr
Brownies
Breach Lane Chapel
Catholic Church
Clift Surgery Patient Group
Cricket Club (Sherfield)
Cricket Club (Stratfield Turgis
and Hartley Wespall)

Evergreens
Happy Faces Playgroup
Loddon Players
Loddon Quilters
Loddon Sports Junior Football Club
Lunch Club
NWR
Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk
Police - Sherfield Park
Poppies
Post Office
Rainbows
Sherfield Community Care Grp
Sherfield on Loddon Fete
Sherfield & District Gardening Club
Sherfield Park Community Centre
Sherfield Park Parish Council
Sherfield & District Show
Sherfield Village Hall
Caretaker/Bookings
Management Committee
Trustee
Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council
Sherfield Village Green Volunteers
Short Mat Bowls
Stratfield Saye Parish Council
Stratfield Saye Village Hall
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting
Toddler Group 0-5s
Tree Wardens

Karen Ross
Chris Horton
Chris Tomlinson
Nick Robinson
sherfieldbrownies@gmail.com
Geoff Belsham
Fr. Chris Rutledge
TBC
Steve Dummer

842662
882426
TBC
07585 578295

Manoj George (Captain)
Martin Turvey (Contact)
Jean Berntsen
Viv Allway and Alison Smith
Peter Francis
Jacky Morgan
Fred Berntsen
Helen Belsham
Gill Fearon
PCSO Nathaniel Johnson
PCSO Adam Steel
Natalie Larner
Sherfield on Loddon
Pam Luck
Basingstoke NeighbourCare
Bruce Batting
Dan Farrow
Andy Morgan
Louise Grainger
Tracy Hamer
Richard Elphick

07552 114188
07785 580456
882798
880903
07867 547696
882350
882798
882534
882106
101
101
880075
882210
882687
423855
882605
882680
882350
883967
07778546477
07768004820

Wendy Gosden
Ivan Gosden
Nick Robinson
Karen Ross
John Attwood
Norman Stanley
Louise Webb
Linda Bishop
Sheila Campbell (Chair)
TBC
John Darker
Cllr Diana Effiong

07468 427684
07940 212441
07585 578295
842662
881760
881021
07771 727547
0118 933 2106
882351

882534
465214
07775 674869

882334
07796 045944

Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information.
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SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS
DRIVING INSTRUCTOR, SHERFIELD PARK Semi retired , 26 years experience, very patient,
good with nervous pupils. Good pass rate. Covers Bramley, Sherfield , Chineham. Reasonable rates.
Contact Graham 07806469963/barney0729@icloud.com

Below are clues to Christmas anagrams (number
of words in brackets) and cryptic clues to
Christmas Carols

14.

Miss Willoughby + Hedera genus.

15.

Was the earliest Edmonds or Gallagher?

16

Listen, celestial messenger is vocalising.

17.

Summon twice footballer Adebayor.

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced, local lady
who cleans every corner. References. Tel 07933 316989 or e-mail mariacleaning@live.co.uk

1.

To wishy washy, rare crummies (6)

18.

Removed in an animal feeding trough.

2.

Manage rain way (4)

19.

Summon the entirety of believers.

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, payroll, self
-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail
david_hitchins@msn.com

3.

Troubledly trim me (3)

20.

Mr Beckham’s only visit to this noble place

4.

Tinsel two (3)

5.

This warm ethics (2)

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, re-wires,
lights etc. No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, jce.morris@outlook.com

6.

Kneel dottily (2)

7.

Jill begs len (2)

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden maintenance. Tel
01256 882696 or 0784 230 3366. E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com

8.

Sweet gherkin (3)

9.

Dug maintain petrochemical (6)

10.

In the glints (6,5)

11.

Jubilation to the terrestrial globe.

12.

Noise injunction 8.00pm to 6.00am.

13.

Small equus africanus asinus.

HYPNOTHERAPIST APHP ACCREDITED Hypnotherapy can help with: quitting smoking;
weight; stress/anxiety/fears/phobias; confidence; reducing depression…and more. Free 30min
consultation. Call 07793050047 or email: noeleen.hornby@personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net;
www.personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net
ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 words. Anything from lost cats to small services.
Just drop an email to: advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk

Rotary Roundup and Christmas Quiz
Contacts: Helen Ricketts: helen@highpathway.co.uk or
Paul Temple: tempaul45@gmail.com
We wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a
“A Healthier Hampshire in a Heartbeat”
healthy and safe 2021
It has been a very different year for all of us and we Can you help Basingstoke Deane Rotary provide
must all hope for a return to more normal times
improved cardiac service at Basingstoke Hospital?
next year
Rotary has already raised a substantial amount of
money towards purchasing equipment that will treat
Rotary Christmas Shoeboxes
atrial fibrillation (a debilitating
A huge thank you to all the generous local people who condition). We still need your
donated Shoeboxes for our annual Christmas appeal.
help for the final push to make
It’s been challenging to get close to our usual numbers this happen and achieve our
but by the time you read this the boxes will be on their goal to improve the lives of
way to give some seasonal cheer to under privileged
the numerous local people
children overseas. Rotarians from the UK and the
with this type of heart condition. At present patients
destination country oversee the shipment until the
travel to Southampton for this essential treatment, but
children receive the boxes. A Romanian lady, now
with this equipment they can be treated in Basingstoke.
living in Basingstoke, told us of the joy she experienced
as a child on receiving a Rotary Christmas shoebox, her Find out more on our website: www.rcbd.org.uk.
first ever present. Look on YouTube to find video
There is still time to donate. Go to:www.gofundme.com/f/a-healthier-hampshire-in-a-heartbeat
clips by Malcolm Dent about shoeboxes from our
Rotary district
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ROTARY CHRISTMAS CORONA QUIZ

W

Answers will be on our website www.rcbd.org.uk
and Facebook after Christmas.

Leave a gift for charity

hilst many Christmas presents will be forgotten
as soon as they have been unwrapped, there is a
festive gift that can make a big difference – leaving a
legacy to a charity.
Three quarters of Britons regularly give to charity in
their lifetimes, but only 6% include a charity when
writing a will.
Without this source of income many charities would
have to cut important services and some could not
exist.
Lucy Watson, who heads the Wills and Probate team at
Phillips Solicitors, said: “Charities rely on both regular
donations and legacies in wills to be able to continue
their good work. Leaving money to charity in your will
can make a huge difference, and what a wonderful way
to ensure that your legacy lives on after you’ve gone.
“It is especially important to think of charities at the
moment when so many of their normal fundraising
avenues have been cancelled with the coronavirus
pandemic.”
Donations can be as small or as large as you wish, as
every gift makes a difference. A gift made to a UK
registered charity is also inheritance tax free.
“If your estate is large enough to be chargeable to
inheritance tax, gifts to charity will reduce not just the
overall amount of tax paid by the rest of your estate but

also the rate of tax, resulting in
your family getting the most of
their inheritance,” explained
Lucy.
“If you are looking to leave
money to a charity you may
well consider Sebastian’s Action Trust, which is
Phillips’ charity of the year. Sebastian’s Action Trust
provides emotional, social and ongoing support for
seriously ill children and children with life limiting
illnesses as well as their families. It also offers respite
holidays to families from all over the UK at The
Bluebells – the Trust’s unique facility in North
Waltham, just outside of
Basingstoke.
For help in leaving a charitable
legacy, or for any other wills
and probate issues, please
contact Lucy by emailing
lucy.watson@phillipslaw.co.uk or by calling 01256
854646.
More information about the
wide range of legal services
offered by Phillips Solicitors,
can be found at www.phillips-law.co.uk.
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Be part of Sherfield Village Hall’s story for ever!

make unique extra

£5
Two Quick & Easy Ways to Buy Bricks
1. Direct payment online at our website:

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/
2.

At The Shop, leave an envelope with contact details, names to list and cash
or cheque (made out to Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Hall)
For information and help email: friends@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk

£2,715 raised so far
£20,000 is our Target
Thank you from the Trustees
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