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Minister’s Letter
Recently I have been reflecting on my childhood
memories of Christmas. I was the youngest
member of a family of seven squeezed into a
three-bedroom house. During the 1940s, in
postwar Britain, times were hard. It was a time of
austerity complete with ration books. No panic
buying allowed but somehow we managed to
survive on what little we had. Christmas was
always a great family occasion.
After lunch we all gathered round the upright
piano to sing carols. I used to watch my brothers
and sisters roasting chestnuts on an open fire.
And, of course, I hung my stocking on the
bedpost overnight The house was always
beautifully decorated and transformed into a
kaleidoscope of colour! supported by drawing pins
all over the ceiling. A popular Christmas song
states that ‘Christmas is the most wonderful time
of the year’ and for many people it is, but not for
everyone. For some it can be the most stressful
time. It is often loaded with expectations that
prove difficult, if not impossible, to achieve. It can
be overtaken by grief, loneliness, homelessness,
and disillusionment with life. My heart goes out
particularly to those who have mourned the loss
of a dear and precious loved one during this year.
Preparations will now become even more intense
as the festive season approaches, perhaps
accompanied by a feeling of panic that we might
even run out of time.
In the church calendar Christmas is preceded by
the four weeks of Advent. The heart of its
message is the coming of Jesus, not only in lowly
birth in a stable at Bethlehem, but also his second
coming in power and glory to draw all people to
Himself. What a day that promises to be!

nativity plays: church Christingle,
crib and carol services, and carol
singers in the supermarkets. It is
all so exciting! I can hardly wait
to pull a cracker, put on my party
hat, share the cracker joke
around the table and, most
importantly, tell my family how much I love them.

Many years ago, during one of my weekly visits to
a primary school for Collective Worship, the
children introduced me to a Christmas song. Over
200 hundred young people filled the school hall
with their beautiful singing of:Christmas isn't Christmas till it happens in your
heart
Somewhere deep inside you is where Christmas
really starts;
So give your heart to Jesus, you'll discover when
you do
That it's Christmas, really Christmas for me and
you.
Jesus brings warmth like a winter fire
A light like a candle's glow;
He is waiting now to come inside as He did so
long ago.
Jesus brings gifts of truth and life and makes them
bloom and grow.
so welcome him with a song of joy and when He
comes you'll know
That Christmas is really Christmas when it
happens in your heart
If these words become a reality in your life, as they
did in mine, it will surely be the most precious gift
you have ever received.

I wish you a Christmas full of joy, comfort, peace
and love, and a happy and prosperous New Year,
I have my advent calendar to participate in the
Good luck with any resolutions you make and be
daily ritual of opening The Windows numbered 1- encouraged! if, at first you don't succeed; just try
24. I have also bought myself a book for Advent and try again.
written by Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York
and former Bishop of Reading, entitled "Let It
Slow".
Reverend Ken Batt
In the words of another popular Christmas song,
‘it's beginning to look a lot like Christmas’. There
is so much to look forward to this month; school
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Services December 2021

Services January 2022

See also pp. 26-27, 42
Sunday 5th December
9.00am
10.00am
10.00am
10.30am
6.30pm

Sunday@nine
Christingle & Toy Service
Family Service
Matins with Holy Communion
Evensong

2nd Sunday of Advent
Cross House
Sherfield Park Community Centre
St Mary’s Stratfield Saye
St James Bramley
St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

Messy Church

Sherfield Park Community Centre

Friday 10th December
4.30pm

Sunday 12th December
9.00am
Sunday@nine
10.00am
Holy Communion

3rd Sunday of Advent
Cross House
St Leonard’s and online

10.30am

Holy Communion

St James Bramley

5.30pm

Carol Service

St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

Sunday 19th December
10.00am
Holy Communion
6.00pm
Carol Service

4th Sunday of Advent
And online
St James Bramley

7.00pm

St Leonard’s and online

Carol Service

Friday 24th December

Christmas Eve

5.00pm

Crib Service

St Leonard’s and online

11.00pm

Midnight Communion

St Leonard’s and online

11.00pm

Midnight Communion

St James Bramley

Saturday 25th Dec
Family Service

St Leonard’s and online

10.00am

Family Service

St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

10.00am

Family Communion

St Mary’s Stratfield Saye

10.30am
Family Communion
Sunday 26th December

St James Bramley
1st Sunday after Christmas

10.00am

St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

Benefice Holy Communion

Online services - All are very welcome to join the online services. Please contact Karen
West for details - revkarenw24@gmail.com. Please still register in advance for church
services. Some restrictions will still be followed - hand sanitising and the wearing of a face
mask when moving around the church. To register please contact:
stleonardsnews@btinternet.com for St Leonard’s, pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk for Hartley Wespall,
Crosshousebramley@gmail.com for Bramley services.

2nd Sunday after Christmas
Cross House
St Leonard’s and online
St James Bramley
St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
1st Sunday of Epiphany
Cross House
St Leonard’s and online
St James Bramley

Sunday@nine
Holy Communion
Matins
Evensong

Sunday@nine
Morning Worship
Holy Communion
Messy Church
Sunday@nine
Holy Communion
Morning Worship
Evensong
Sunday@nine
Together in Worship
Holy Communion
Benefice Holy Communion

Christmas Day

10.00am
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Sunday 2nd January
9.00am
10.00am
10.30am
6.30pm
Sunday 9th January
9.00am
10.00am
10.30am
Friday 14th January
4.30pm
Sunday 16th January
9.00am
10.00am
10.00am
6.30pm
Sunday 23rd January
9.00am
10.00am
10.30am
Sunday 30th January
10.00am

Sherfield Park Community Centre
2nd Sunday of Epiphany
Cross House
Online/St Leonard’s
St James Bramley
St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
3rd Sunday of Epiphany
Cross House
St Leonard’s and online
St James Bramley
4th Sunday of Epiphany
St James Bramley

Parish Registers
BAPTISM
Heidi Elizabeth Thea Preston

7th November 2021

Stratfield Saye

FUNERAL
Alexis Ann Sawyer

25th October 2021

Stratfield Saye
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Catholic Services
St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke.
Public Worship Daily:
Parish Priest Fr. Domonic Adeiza
Please call 01256 465214
www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk
Live-streamed Sunday Masses 9am, 11am plus Daily Masses

Baptist Chapel Services
Breach Lane Chapel, Sherfield on Loddon

December 2021
Every Sunday

10.30am

Family service followed by refreshments
(including communion on the third Sunday of the month)

Thursday 2nd

7pm

Bible Study via Zoom

Thursday 16th

7pm

Bible Study via Zoom

Sunday 19th

4pm

Carols by Candlelight, followed by refreshments

Saturday 25th

10.30am

Christmas Day Service

Thursday 30th

7pm

House Group

January 2022
Every Sunday

10.30am
7pm

Family service followed by refreshments (including communion on
the third Sunday of the month)
Bible Study via Zoom

Thursday 6th
20th

7pm

Bible Study via Zoom

Thursday 27th

7pm

House Group

Every Monday

11.30am

Sherfield Lunch Club in the Village Hall (except 27th December)*

Every Tuesday

10am

Open morning at the Chapel (and a book sale outside the chapel,
weather permitting)
Midweek service at the Chapel

Thursday

Plus

And then
Monday –
Saturday

11.30am
ALL
DAY

Prayer Page
Prayers at Christmas

The meaning of Christmas
Lord, we know the Christmas
Jesus, light of the world
story so well.
Jesus, the Light of the World, as we celebrate
Help us to know it better;
your birth, may we begin to see the world in the make it more real to us, so that
light of understanding you give us. As You chose with Mary and Joseph we may
the lowly, the outcasts, and the poor to receive
journey in faith to Bethlehem,
the greatest news the world had ever known, so
with the shepherds we may hear
may we worship you in meekness of heart. May
again the good tidings of a Saviour’s birth, and
we also remember our brothers and sisters less
with the angels we may glorify your holy name.
fortunate than ourselves in this season of giving. So give us new joy in our Christmas worship,
Amen.
and fill our hearts with wonder, love praise.
Amen.
Open the door of love
Loving Father, help us to remember the birth of The needy at Christmas
Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, Loving Father, as we thank you for the joy of
the gladness of the shepherds, and the worship of Christmas, we bring to you those for whom this
the wise men. Close the door of hate and open
season is clouded by sickness or anxiety, by
the door of love all over the world.
poverty or unemployment, by loneliness or
bereavement.
Let kindness come with every gift and good
desires with every greeting. Deliver us from evil
Keep them from bitterness or despair as they
by the blessing which Christ brings and teach us remember the birth of Him who, for our sake
to be merry with clear hearts. May the Christmas became poor, that we might possess the true
morning make us happy to be your children and riches; and may the song of the angels find an
Christmas evening bring us to our beds with
echo in their hearts; for Jesus' sake. Amen
grateful thoughts. Amen.
A blessing for the New Year
Thank you Jesus for them all
God, bless the coming year,
Round this table, here to pray
and give us in your mercy;
First we thank you for the day
Time for the task,
For our families and friends
Peace for the pathway,
Gifts of grace that Heaven lends
Wisdom for the work
Living water, daily bread
and love to the last.
Countless blessings our God sends
Amen.
Thank you, Jesus, for them all
For the great ones and the small
When we're happy, when we're sad
Prayers compiled by Reverend Ken Batt
On the good days and the bad
We are grateful, we are glad
Amen

Chapel open from 10am to 4pm for quiet prayer

* Involvement from the Chapel fellowship in a non-Chapel activity
For more information please contact Neil Owen on 01256 882402 or Geoffrey Belsham on 01256 882534
Page 6

Page 7

Come and join us on Saturday 11th December from
10.30 am for lots of festive fun. Find the Reindeer on
the Village Green, then come to the marquee to see
Father Christmas and visit the animals from Miller's
Ark. There will also be crafts and games for children
and homemade Christmas decorations on sale.
Last but not least, enjoy refreshments while listening to
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the brilliant Song Circle and Friends who will be
performing carols at 11.30 am.
Senior Citizens are welcome to come and listen and
enjoy a complimentary cup of tea/coffee.
(Credit and debit cards accepted this year.)
The Village Green Volunteers
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Remembering two faithful members of St Leonard’s Church Brian Archer and Roger Dare
At our service on November 7th three beautiful
and useful gifts were presented to St Leonard’s by
Sheena Archer and Geraldine Dare in memory of
their husbands, Brian Archer and Roger Dare,
both of whom died some two years ago.
Brian was a
talented
musician who
was organist at
St Leonard’s for
thirty years.
Sheena told us
that he never
had cash in his
pocket for
anything and so it seemed especially appropriate
that the gift in his memory is an electronic giving
plate. As Sheena noted, we are now used to
tapping and paying for goods and services for
even small amounts and we can now do this at St

Leonard’s. And we’ll be happy to accept larger
amounts too - of course! At the end of the service
church family members enjoyed putting the plate
into immediate use.
Roger worked behind the scenes at St Leonard’s
for many years, looking after our Gift Aid
payments and ensuring that we met our health and
safety obligations. Geraldine’s gifts are a lectern
and a beautiful gold-plated paten plate for the
bread at Holy Communion. Both of these gifts
were also put into immediate use; Geraldine
reading the lesson from the lectern and then
members of the Church family receiving
Communion from the paten.
St Leonard’s is grateful to both Sheena and
Geraldine for their generosity and to have such
special gifts with which to remember two much
loved former members of our Church family.

The Loddon Lilies
The Loddon Lilies are a group of
ladies local to Sherfield on Loddon.
Set up in 2019, our voluntary work
raises much-needed funds for local
charity organisations. We commit to fundraising
for our chosen charity for a 12-month period.
Just before lockdown last year we handed over a
cheque for £10,000 to Wessex Ward at
Basingstoke Hospital to help with their stem cell
treatment work.

Coming up
Santa’s Grotto at The White Hart 1pm –
4pm Saturday 11 December – bring your
family to see Santa and his helpers, entry £5 each
child includes a visit to Santa, a gift and face
painting. So you can record the event we are
suggesting a small charitable contribution to be
made if photographs are taken, please.

Carols around the
Christmas Tree
For 2021 - 2022 we are supporting North
at The Four Horseshoes,
Hampshire Prostate Cancer Support Group
5.30 pm, Friday 24 December
(NHPCSG)
– come and join us for a singwww.facebook.com/basingstoke.prostate.cancer.support
a-long to traditional carols, with music, mulled
and have already donated over £1000 to help their wine and mince pies – a lovely way to start the
group purchase electronic equipment. This means Christmas holiday.
they can hold remote meetings during this
ongoing pandemic.
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Howard Perkins
It is with great sadness that
we report the death of
Howard Perkins, one of our
editors, who passed away
peacefully at his home on 31
October. We join with friends
and neighbours in sending
our condolences to his widow, Jayne. A lengthy
illness had recently prevented him from
continuing his active involvement in our
community but he was still keen to keep in touch.
He was an enthusiastic and skilled editor of the
Loddon Valley Link. Most notably his last edition
as Editor was the April 2020 edition, which had to

be radically changed at the last minute due to the
announcement of lockdown. He dealt with it
admirably. His knowledge of the Sherfield Park
community was an invaluable asset to the Link
Committee. We cannot forget his multi-pronged
contributions to Sherfield Park; he was a
Community Association Trustee and Parish
Councillor. The community as a whole has lost a
dear friend. One of our committee members
commented ‘he was a true gentleman who gave so
much; he was also such fun to be with, both in the
art class and with his involvement with the
Loddon Valley Link’. Howard will be greatly
missed by many people.

Turner v Constable – The Great British Paint-Off
The October
lecture of the
Arts Society
Basingstoke
was given by
the art
historian,
Nicola
Moorby, who
is a specialist
in 19th century British art and sometime Curator at
Tate Britain.

The lecture explored the contrast between the two
great early 19th century titans of British landscape
painting, J M W Turner and John Constable. Their lives
were full of opposites. Born only 14 months apart
their artistic progress was distinctly different. Turner,
brought up above a barber’s shop in Covent Garden,
with an ambitious father and demented mother, was an
artistic prodigy and the youngest Royal Academician
ever at 24. Constable, born into significant wealth and
privilege in rural Suffolk, eventually escaped at 24 to
make a name gradually in London artistic circles,
becoming a Royal Academician at 53. We saw a
number of famous painting by the artists side by side:
Turner, with his dramatic and extravagant use of colour
and light, painting allegorical scenes, often from
memory or making up his compositions; Constable,
painting meticulously the familiar bucolic landscapes of
Suffolk and Essex with great attention to detail and
form.

Nicola Moorby
illustrated the
difference
between the two
artists by
showing us
arguably their
most famous
pictures –
Turner’s, ‘The
Fighting Temeraire’ and Constable’s, ‘The Hay Wain’.
Both are familiar to us all from thousands of
reproductions on mugs, calendars and post cards.
The two artists met frequently and fought for critical
acclaim, both using underhand methods to get the
better of their rival but they appear to have respected
each other and even liked each other’s work. A flavour
of their lives and rivalries can be seen not just by
looking at their work but also, if you get the chance, in
the film, ‘Mr Turner’ with Timothy Spall playing J M
W. You can then decide who won the Great British
Paint-Off.
The next Arts Society lecture is ‘Dickens – the man and
his life through his characters’ on November 17th. If
you would like more information go to https://the artssocietybasingstoke.org.uk.
Richard Elphick
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Sherfield Village Hall
Reg. Charity No. 272385

‘At the heart of our community for over 100 years’

For all tickets: email friends@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
Tel. 01256 880075 or buy at The Shop, Sherfield

A Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year
to all our local residents, friends and supporters from the
trustees and staff of Sherfield Village Hall.
We look forward to welcoming you in 2022.

Oldilocks and
The Three Bears

Join us for our
Family Christmas Concert

Tickets only £5
(12-16 yrs £2.50, Under 12s free)
Musical favourites and carols
Mince pies, tea/coffee/wine and raffle
For tickets contact as above.

Garlic Theatre are
returning with their
annual
family puppet show.

Sunday 23 January
Tickets only £6 (Under 2s Free)
For tickets contact as above.

‘Officially Open’ - On 28th October Deputy Mayor Cllr.

Paul Miller and Deputy Mayoress Sandra Miller cut the
ribbon to open the new kitchen. 25 people attended,
including representatives of many regular clubs and
societies, as well as our county and local councillors, all of
whom have helped us over several years of fundraising.
Photo: Deputy Mayor Councillor Paul Miller with Chair of
Trustees Ivan Gosden

Sherfield Christmas Village Market
Sunday 12th December 11am ~ 2pm
Gifts for Christmas & Market Café
Local artisan foods and crafted gifts
To hire Sherfield Village Hall use the new online calendar
www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
Tel. 07468 427684
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Email: admin@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
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01256 358870
07825 685923
Home
Household Repairs
Patios - Painting
Plumbing - Paving
Home & Garden Services-Sherfield is a
local company that specialises in providing
value for money solutions for all of your
home and garden improvements,
maintenance and repairs. One off jobs - big
or small - and regular maintenance services
to keep your property and garden in good
order
Fully insured
Best prices - All work guaranteed

www.hgs-sherfield.co.uk

Garden
Scarifying
Rotovating
Trimming
Mowing
Aquatics
Maintenance
Fencing

Tree
Surgery and
Seasoned
Logs

National Womens Register
I have been asked to write about who we are.
National Women’s Register (NWR) was started in
February 1960 by a northern housewife called
Maureen Nicol who suggested starting a register
of lonely women stuck in a domestic role at home.
Her letter to the Guardian produced a great
response and soon the National Housewives’
Register (as it was then called) spread across the
country with local groups springing up. The idea
was that women could meet other women and talk
about things not connected with running a home.
If you moved house, the register would enable
members to find a new local group. There are
now 22 groups in Hampshire alone and
occasionally groups mix for talks and lunches. We
are no longer bored housewives, but women from
any background who like to discuss interesting
topics and also listen to speakers, do quizzes, go
on rambles, safari suppers and research country
themes, to name a few. On a local level, Sherfieldon-Loddon currently has 19 members with others
possibly joining us soon now that we are meeting
again. We usually meet in members’ homes and
our style is informal and relaxed. We offer
friendship and fun with lively discussion and this
can vary from light-hearted to serious topics.
New prospective members can attend three
meetings free of charge.
Our recent meeting
was called ‘Your
Portrait’ – a fun
evening where we
talked about the
things we would
choose to have
included in our
portrait. Would we
dress up, or dress
down? Would we
wear a tiara or a
sunhat? Our first contributor chose to wear 1920s
dress with a headband as it was her favourite time
period and she was surrounded by memorabilia
representing her past. This included sheets of
music, a stitched picture of her favourite holiday
destination, dancing shoes, a book of carols and a
book relating to her work as a former teacher.
Another had a picture of a horse to represent her
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love of riding, cookery books relating
to her career in catering and a
skeleton of a foot from her work as a
reflexologist. Someone brought along
a lovely bronze trinket bowl to represent her early
life in India on a tea plantation, buckles and belts
from her nursing days and a flag from the boat
she and her husband used to own and sail around
the French coast. Horses, dogs, books, maps, soft
toys, home-made crafts, tennis racquets and
paintings all featured in our various collections.
Something very different was a fascinating
account of family life on the stage from a
grandmother’s time in variety theatre in Yorkshire,
accompanied by old photos and very odd-looking
long boots – that is long in the foot, not the leg!
The portrait would feature various acting
memorabilia. It was a great evening!
Other NWR activities recently have been online
talks organised by the national office. These
started during lockdown and have continued for
those still unable to get out to meetings, or for any
other member. They are usually held in the
afternoon or early evening. Most recently they
have included ‘Merchants, matrons and mites:
family life in Dutch 17th century art’ by Sophie
Oosterwijk. This explored the Dutch artists such
as Rembrandt, Vermeer and De Hooch, who
moved away from the formal portraits with the
subjects formally dressed to a much more natural
picture of domesticity. There was also a Zoom
talk with a virtual tour of the Victoria and Albert
Museum by Michael Ohajuru, with the subject,
‘Images of the Black in London Galleries’. There
were displays of carpets, dress, paintings, jewellery
and ceramics. There has also been a talk about
‘The History of the Order of St John’ by John
Williams, County President for Buckinghamshire.
NWR’s next meeting will be the Christmas one in
December. This year, because we missed our
country theme evening on Spain, we have decided
to go Spanish for Christmas. There will be food,
games and quizzes as usual.
We wish everyone a merry Christmas and a happy,
healthy New Year!
Gill Fearon
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Next
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12th
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Carol Service by candlelight
Breach Lane Chapel
Sunday 19th December at 4pm
followed by refreshments

Further information:
Neil Owen 01256 882402
Geoff Belsham 01256 882534

Local Support Guide
Area

Lead Volunteer/Co-ordinator

Services Offered

Bramley

Beckie Bethall 07427 434042 /
d.bethell@virgin.net

Food shopping,
Clift Meadow
Prescription Collections,
Pavilion
Welfare Checks

Sherfield on
Loddon

Jan Holden 07780 661606
jan.holden@btconnect.com

Food shopping,
Sherfield on
Prescription Collections,
Loddon Support
Telephone Befriending

Dawn Wright (01256 959150)

Sherfield Park

Stratfield Saye
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dawn@inhouse-cateringsolutions.com

Food shopping,
Prescription Collections, n/a
Food Parcels

Mandy Atkinson 01189814538
Food shopping,
Tadley Community
admin@tadleycommunitycentre.o Prescription Collections,
Centre
rg.uk
Food Parcels

Basingstoke Neighbourcare is here to help!
If you need a lift to the hospital, the doctor or just small fee.
to go shopping - perhaps we can help?
If invited to do so, our befrienders visit lonely and
Are you feeling lonely, and keen to make a new
isolated ‘neighbours’, especially those suffering
friend – perhaps we can help?
from reduced mobility. Care is taken to pair up
people with similar interests so that our volunteer
Neighbourcare has a fleet of volunteer drivers
can then drop in weekly to share a cup of tea and
across Basingstoke and Tadley, ready to help
elderly local folk who might no longer be able to have a chat, thereby helping to keep their
neighbour fully engaged with the world.
drive, or who lack the mobility they once had to
use public transport.

So, if you need our help, we would love to hear
from you!

Neighbourcare also has a group of experienced
befrienders able to drop in and provide friendship If you want to know more, call us on 01256
and support if you are no longer able to see others 423855, email us at info@neighbourcare.com,
as much as you used to.
have a look at our website
www.neighbourcare.com or find us on Facebook
Our drivers can typically take people to hospital
appointments, their doctor or dentist, to a day
Reg. Charity No 1154382
centre or exercise class or on a shopping trip, for a
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Update from Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council
Play Equipment
Meeting Dates

Casual Vacancies
There are currently two vacancies to join the Parish
Sherfield Park Parish Council will meet next at 7.30pm Council, providing an opportunity to represent the
on Wednesday 8th December and Wednesday 12th
views of your community. No experience is necessary
January at The Parish Office for the next Parish Council and full training will be provided. If this could be you,
meetings. The agenda and supporting items will be
please contact the clerk by email to find out more.
available on the Parish Council Notice Boards and
website, no less than five days beforehand. The Chairs Sherfield Park Parish Council Community
Clinic continues to operate every first and third Monday Speedwatch
of the month, meeting at the Parish Office between
9am and 11am – all welcome!
The Parish Council are keen to reinstate Community
Speedwatch around Sherfield Park. If you would like to
Sherfield Park Parish Council Grants
volunteer please email the Parish Council to find out
The Parish Council sets aside an annual budget to be
more and register for training.
awarded in grants to organisations for projects that will
be of benefit to the residents of our Parish. In the past Finally, Sherfield Park Parish Council wishes everyone a
year, grants have been made to Sherfield Park
special, safe and very merry Christmas and happy New
Community Centre, Victim Support, and the Over 55s Year.
Community Group. For information on grants from
Sherfield Park Parish Council, please visit the Finance
Sherfield Park Parish Council
section at www.sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk.
Tracy Hamer, Clerk & RFO clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk
November 2021

Bramley and Romans Floral Society
Bramley and Romans
Floral Society met our
Demonstrator Mrs
Carolyn Vanstone for
the first time on
October 7th 2021 and
were treated to a really
unique and entertaining
afternoon.

after the first three
arrangements and
ended the meeting
with our usual
raffle of the
arrangements. Our
meetings will
continue to be in
Florence
Mother Teresa
Nightingale
Sherfield on
Loddon village
The demonstration was called
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
“Women of Influence”; they were hall at 1.30pm on
the first Thursday of the month. On Saturday 20th
Florence Nightingale, Mother
November we have a “Christmas Workshop”. On
Teresa, Laura Ashley and Her
Thursday 2nd December we will be having a
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.
demonstration called “Feels like Christmas” with
Throughout the demonstration
afternoon tea.
Laura Ashley
Carolyn gave us really interesting
Please note both of these events are by ticket only.
and true factual tales about the lives of her influential
women. She created a brilliant one off partnership with For availability please contact Dusty on 01256 881420her audience and seemed to enjoy demonstrating as
Eileen Gulston
much as we did watching it.
We did have a break for drinks and homemade cake
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The next project that the Parish Council is
The new play equipment for the under 5s has now working on is the replacement of the wooden
football pavilion. £40,000 has been allocated for
been installed, The
this project to date.
Parish Council has
received lots of
positive feedback.

Miller Homes Proposed Development

Moles
The Parish Council
has been advised
that the mole
contractor has cancelled the contract to control
moles on the green.
This is due to the continual verbal harassment he
receives when he attends the green, the stealing
and discarding of his traps and the fact that it is
deemed acceptable to video him continually whilst
he is carrying out his work. The discarding of traps
is extremely dangerous to all those who use the
green including dogs and children. The Parish
Council is aware that some residents do not like
the Parish Council having such a contract.
However, the Parish Council has a duty of care for
all those who use the green which include children
playing football on the football pitches and in the
play area. With the cancelling of this contract this
has now put the children’s football on the village
green at risk.

Sherfield on Loddon Parish Councillors along
with Sherfield Park Parish Councillors have agreed
to meet with Miller Homes. It is hoped that local
Borough Councillors and local MPs will also be
able to attend the meeting. It is Miller Homes'
intention to bring forward an application for 200
homes on the southern half of the site opposite
the roundabout at Sherfield Park on the A33, and
it is the Parish Council’s understanding that Miller
The Parish Council is considering the way
forward, and in line with our insurance company’s Homes will be inviting all residents to a physical
instructions signs have been erected on the village exhibition in due course.
green in preference to roping off the affected areas Benches
until a permanent solution is found.
More benches have been refurbished by the
Reindeer Trail
Village Green Volunteers and the Parish Council
has agreed to purchase an additional four benches,
This will be hosted by the Village Green
Volunteers Events Committee and will be held on two replacements and two new ones which will be
the village green on 11th December 2021, starting installed in the new year by the cricket pitch.
at 10.30am.
Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council would like to
take this opportunity to wish residents a very
New Trees
merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 2022.
A hornbeam in memory of the Duke Edinburgh
and an oak to celebrate the Queen’s 70 years of
service (for which UK citizens are urged to ‘plant
Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council
a tree for the Jubilee’) will be planted opposite the
Tel: 01256 842662
War Memorial
Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk
www.sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk
Football Pavilion
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COME AND CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS
WITH US AT ONE OF OUR

SPECIAL SERVICES!
CAROL SERVICES
Sunday 12th December
5.30pm at St Mary’s, Hartley Wespall
Sunday 19th December
7.00pm at St Leonard’s, Sherfield on Loddon

CHRISTMAS EVE
CRIB SERVICE 5.00pm at St Leonard’s
This short informal service is especially for families
with young children.
MIDNIGHT COMMUNION 11.00pm at St Leonard’s

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES
10.00am at St Leonard’s, Sherfield on Loddon
Family Service
10.00am at St Mary’s, Hartley Wespall
Family Service.
10.00am at St Mary’s, Stratfield Saye
Family Holy Communion.
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December and January in your Garden

We are looking for volunteers in your community
Could I be a ‘befriender’?
What will I be doing?
As a volunteer befriender your role will be to provide
social companionship to patients who have a chronic
or life limiting illness and who are isolated or lonely.
Visiting patients in their own homes, you will help
them to feel more supported and help to improve their
emotional well-being and confidence.
How much time do I need to commit?
Just two hours a week or less can make a real difference
to a patient living in your local community.
What support will I be given?

For further information contact Caroline Nash,
Befriending Manager on: 01264 835293

All relevant training will be given, as well as regular and
Email: Caroline.Nash@hhft.nhs.uk
on-going support and supervision.
Interested volunteers will be invited to an informal
Interested?
interview and the role is subject to references, simple
health checks and DBS clearance.

The Camrose Centre for the Homeless receives a special award
from the High Sheriff
Sheriff of Hampshire Awards honours local volunteers,
organisations and public servants that go beyond the
call of duty in their daily activities.
The awards are presented annually to recognise the
inspirational work of Hampshire-based individuals and
organisations. Recipients this year were presented with
a certificate thanking them for their significant
contribution to society, and for their role in enhancing
safety and cohesion across local communities during
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Staff and volunteers at The Camrose Centre were
thrilled to receive special recognition of their work
from the Hampshire High Sheriff recently. The High
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Last week the Reverend Sue Colman, High Sheriff of
Hampshire 2020, visited The Camrose Centre to
present their award. The award was received by Jan
Patterson, a volunteer who has been with The Camrose
since it opened in 2008, alongside other Camrose staff
and volunteers.

It seems amazing that Christmas 2021 is nearly here.
The last two years have been really strange for us all
with two lockdowns and even now, despite the success
of the vaccination programme, we all need to be
cautious. Perhaps the safest place to be is in your
garden! Our gardens are in hibernation but there is
always plenty to do. One of my favourite jobs is to
spot the first snowdrops – for
the past few years I have one
or two that have begun to
bloom on New Years Day.
Wherever you find yourself,
do have a very happy
Christmas and let’s all look
forward to a happier 2022 and lots of good gardening.
Some jobs and some thoughts for Christmas presents
for the keen gardeners follow (my recommendations
are made from my own experience and are entirely
independent).
The leaves are still falling and they will spoil your lawn
if you do not sweep them up. They will make
wonderful leaf mould and compost so make a chicken
wire cage for the leaves – tucked out of the way – so
they rot down in about a year.
Protect container plants from freezing with bubble
wrap or newspaper and insulate outside taps.
Have a look at your fences and posts supporting trees
and shrubs. If they need a little remedial work then
now is the time to do it.
Your lawnmower may need a service? Get it in now,
before the rush.
The birds have been having a
hard time in the winter cold
so make sure you fill your bird
feeders and try and defrost
the bird bath.
If you haven't already sown
your sweet peas then you can do
this now under cover. Sown now,
they'll give you earlier flowers in
greater numbers and a longer
season. You can make ideal sweet
pea pots out of old newspapers
wrapped around beer bottles.
I always plant seeds for my tomatoes, peppers and
aubergines just after Christmas, in pots on the
windowsill to give them a really good start.

Some summer flowering annuals need a long growing
season to produce their best blooms so plant
antirrhinums, Iceland poppies and cleomes now.
If you lifted your dahlias have a look at them
occasionally to check for rot.
The dahlia suppliers will start selling in January so look
out for your favourite dahlias online. By in bulk and
you will get better value. This past year I grew “David
Howard” – a lovely orange pompom with dark foliage
– I would recommend it highly. Look out for ‘The
Bishop’s Children” which are old favourites. There
should be plenty on sale at Percy’s Plant Sale in
Sherfield on Loddon in the spring.
Here are a few ideas for
Christmas presents for the
keen gardener.
How about –
An annual subscription to
the Royal Horticultural
Society. It is a generous
gift but worth every penny.
You will receive monthly magazines full of ideas and
gardening tips, free access to RHS gardens like Wisley
and you will be supporting the world’s leading
gardening research projects.
Gardening gloves are always a safe bet as a stocking
filler.
If you are after gardening tools – secateurs, pruning
shears, etc. - then DARLAC are my favourite. High
quality and excellent value.
Buy a paper pot making kit - free degradable pots
which are easily made. Highgrove does a very stylish
kit but Amazon will give you plenty of choices.
I order my dahlias in bulk from J Parker Wholesale and
I have found the quality and service is excellent.
Don’t forget your seed order. I am trying out a new
supplier this year - D T Brown who specialise in
heritage varieties as well as old established favourites.
When the weather is not really suitable for gardening,
sit back and have a think about what grew well in 2021
and what did not; what gaps you had and what would
you like to change in your gardens. Plan ahead for a
happy and successful gardening year in 2022.
Richard Elphick
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Stratfield Saye Parish News

Coffee Mornings

The Mornington Cup and the Wellesley
Gardening Cups

The village coffee mornings are held at 11am on
the first Monday of each month in Stratfield Saye We are relaunching the village gardening
Village Hall. Please come along, as everyone is
competition next summer. Do you have the
welcome.
Mornington or Wellesley cups at home?
Recreation Ground

The Garden Waste Collection Service 2021

If you have any thoughts on what the future of the
recreation ground should look like, or if you
would like to hire the recreation ground for a
private party, please contact Louise Webb.

The garden waste collection service will restart in
Basingstoke and Deane on Monday 15 November.

Phonebox

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council would
like to invite you to give your views on its budget
proposals for 2022 to 2023. To have your say
please visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/budget2021.

The Parish Council has now purchased the
telephone box on New Street. If you have any
suggestions on how the box should be modified
and used, please do let us know.
Speeding In The Village

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council
budget proposals for 2022/2023

Meeting Dates

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on
A Speedwatch Program will shortly be launched in 6th December 2021. The meeting will start at
the village. If you would like to volunteer to help 7.30pm and will be held in Stratfield Saye Village
us, please contact Louise Webb.
Hall. Everyone is welcome.
The Queen's Platinum Jubilee celebration on
Sunday 5th June 2022
The Queen is celebrating her Platinum Jubilee in
2022 and we will host a tea party on Sunday
5th June 2022 at the Recreation Ground for
residents to celebrate. Please save the date!

Louise Webb
Clerk to Stratfield Saye Parish Council
07771 727547
clerk@stratfieldsaye-pc.gov.uk

Stratfield Turgis village walk
28th December at 2pm
Everyone is welcome for a walk of about four miles around Stratfield Turgis and some of the
neighbouring parishes
Dogs on leads welcome
Meet at Stratfield Turgis cricket pitch car park
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West Green Road
Hartley Wintney
RG27 8LP
Open June (date varies) to late September for Pick
Your Own and Picked fruit, vegetables and flowers
including Strawberries, Tayberries, Currants,
Gooseberries, Raspberries, New Potatoes and
Asparagus; local Honey, Free Range Eggs and
Homemade Jams and Ice Creams
CALL 01252 845772
from May 1st for information, and to place orders or
visit www.westgreenfruits.com
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Village Hall Appeal
Target - £20,000
Quick & Easy Ways to support
Sherfield Village Hall
Registered Charity Number 272385

JustGiving - Buy virtual bricks. Leave your details. Allow us to claim Gift Aid.
http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/
Bank Transfer - Buy bricks via BACS. Bank details are at:
http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/

At the Shop - Envelope with your name, contact details and Cash or Cheque
made out to Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Hall (in full please)
THANK YOU
For more information, help or queries
Please email: friends@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
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Probus Hears About Douglas Bader’s Leg
This talk began with a screening of the trailer for the
1956 film “Reach For The Sky” starring Kenneth
Moore as the legless WW2 fighter ace, Wing
Commander Douglas Bader. It was a good way to start
the talk about the connection between delivering a
replacement prothesis to the famous PoW held in a
Luftwaffe hospital and 18 Squadron, now based at RAF
Odiham. Coincidently, the eightieth anniversary of
Bader’s being shot down over German occupied
France was on 9th August 1941.

Probus Club of Basingstoke member, retired RAF
Squadron Leader Chris Perkins MVO, was recently
researching archives at RAF Odiham when he came
across a faded Second World War photograph of three
young aircrew. This crew undertook a a mission to
drop a replacement prosthetic leg to Douglas Bader
when he was in a PoW camp in Germany. Bader had
only managed to bail out of his stricken Spitfire after a
leather strap broke leaving his right prothesis jammed
in the rudder pedals. His artificial leg was extracted
from the wreckage of his Spitfire and after some repairs
was returned to him at the Luftwaffe hospital, but a
replacement was really needed.

Puzzle Page

requested that a new
leg be delivered; they
offered safe passage
by the Luftwaffe.
The British realised
the propaganda
opportunity it
offered the enemy,
and decided instead
(only ten days after Bader was shot down) to parachute
drop the replacement limb from an aircraft involved in
a bombing mission nearby.

Codeword 4
www.puzzlechoice.com

Each letter A-Z is represented
by a random number 1-26.

Can you crack the code and
solve the crossword?

The crew of a Blenheim light bomber of 18 Squadron
(pictured) was selected for this mission. They were
non-commissioned sergeant aircrew with a Canadian,
Jack Nicholson, aged nineteen, as the pilot and two
twenty something Englishmen as observer and air
gunner. They had only been on the squadron a month
before the mission to drop the artificial leg came their
way. Sadly they met their end a month later over the
Dutch coast. Their names are listed amongst the 55,000
other airmen lost in Bomber Command during the
Second World War.

The German authorities signalled the RAF reporting
Bader’s safe arrival and status as a prisoner of war and

Every letter of the alphabet is
used at least once.
Three letters are already in place
to get you started.

Probus Club of Basingstoke
www.probusbasingstoke.club.

Solutions on p. 44

Royal British Legion POPPY APPEAL 2021

THANK YOU
SHERFIELD and SHERFIELD PARK

On behalf of members and veterans of the British Armed Forces, their
families and dependants, I’d like to offer a huge Thank You to everyone
who donated so generously and to the ongoing support of our local
businesses and poppy volunteers.
With the addition of a pop-up poppy stall and donations from the
Remembrance Sunday congregation we’ve raised a substantial

Sudoku

£3,073.45p (at time of writing)
Thanks to those people who were able to Gift Aid their donations,
a government Gift Aid contribution will be added.
www.sudokuoftheday.com
Natalie Larner
Hon. Local Poppy Appeal Organiser
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Crime Figures for September
Our area is among the
safest in the county, but
crime does remain a
concern. While the figures
in each category are
extremely low the highest
number in any one
category in September was violence and sexual
offences. See below for tips on how to be
considerate to others and help to ensure greater
safety on the streets. In general being alert to your
surroundings and securing your vehicle remain
good advice. A general picture is illustrated in the
adjacent graphics, while specifics as reported to
the Hampshire Constabulary can be found at
https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshireconstabulary/ and then searching for your area.

Sherfield Park

Bramley, Sherfield-on-Loddon, Hartley Wespall,
Stratfield Turgis and Stratfield Saye, Stratfield
Turgis

Tips for making other people feel safer on the streets
Advice from Hampshire Constabulary

Keep comments to yourself

Keep your distance

What you might think of as just a bit of fun, or flattery,
can be insulting, upsetting or even scary to someone
else. Keep any comments or opinions to yourself.

When walking behind someone, particularly at night,
try to leave a good distance between you and the
person ahead of you, so as to be less threatening.
Don’t stare
A stranger staring at you can be intimidating and
unsettling; focus on something else to show you’re not
a threat.
Cross the road
Somebody running up behind you, particularly at night,
can be frightening. If you’re out for an evening run, or
walk, and see someone walking ahead, cross the road,
call out to let them know you’re about to run by them
or make sure to leave a good amount of space when
you pass them.

Keep your friends in line
If you're in a group of people where someone is
harassing another person on the street, try to calm the
situation. They may just need to be told that they're
behaving inappropriately.
Be an active bystander
If you notice someone is uncomfortable with another
person's behaviour, show your support by being an
active bystander. It can be as simple as standing
between a person and their harasser to block their line
of sight. Ask that person if they need any help, and
back up anyone else who is intervening.
Share these tips
Sharing these tips with other people can go a long way
towards making us all feel safer on the streets.
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Email:
parkerleslie65@aol.com
www.complete-pestsolutions.com

1 Bow Gardens, Sherfield on
Loddon, Hook,
Hampshire RG26 5EA
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Stratfield Saye Village Hall

A small, attractive and traditional hall in New
Street, Stratfield Saye
Ideal for children’s parties and functions
Ample parking
To view or hire, contact Linda on:
(01189)332106

St Leonard’s Church Room is
available for hire
The Church Room
attached to St
Leonard's is a light
modern space with
kitchen (Food
Hygiene Rating 5),
and toilet facilities.
Suitable for business and community group
meetings or parties. Large car park.
For more information about hiring please
contact:
admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk
01256 882788

Puzzle Solutions

The Chambers of Commerce help to make
businesses become more successful, by
providing them with networking
opportunities, business support and advice,
as well as a great range of products and
services.
The Hampshire Chamber is currently
running a number of workshops on
managing and developing businesses for the
post-Covid world.

Sudoku

Codeword
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For more information contact the Hampshire
Chamber 01329 242420, at
info@hampshirechamber.co.uk or by
completing the contact form at
www.hampshirechamber.co.uk/contact-us/
Contact the Basingstoke Chamber on 01329
242420 or at
lisa.hall@hampshirechamber.co.uk
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Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye
with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and Bramley - Church Officers
Assistant Priest
Revd. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593
sc.cedars@greenbee.net

Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 230295
lgoodall.work@gmail.com
St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, Sherfield-onLoddon, RG27 0JB
Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520
Churchwarden Mick Cooper 07594 315508
Treasurer: Peter Martinson
Organist: Mike Abrams 01256 881188

Assistant Priest
Revd. Canon Ken Batt
01256 351592
Assistant Priest
Revd. John Morley
07900 892566
revjmorley@talktalk.net

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson 01256 882459

Assistant Curate
Revd. Karen West
07525 494025
(Day off Wednesday)

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092

Licensed Lay Ministers:
Richard Elphick 01256 882860
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092

Messy Church, Sherfield Park
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453
rosyhannah@hotmail.com

Loddon Valley Link
ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE
All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles
Tel. 01256 880559
advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month
Small ads - £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. Requests are dealt with in order.
Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles.
Editor for the February edition - Jane Abrams
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 14th January
Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
Loddon Valley Link Committee
Chair and Editor: Jane Abrams 01256 881188
jabrams2226@gmail.com
Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559
advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
Editor: Alan Seabrooke
07799 673202 alan.seabrooke@gmail.com
CTO: Simon Boase
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com
Secretary: Ilene Iles
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
Chiara Ziamin chiara.zamin@gmail.com

Germano Giugovaz 01189 332166
lyngiugovaz@gmail.com
Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379
dgdawson@sky.com
Louise Grainger 01256 883967
manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated.
Allotments
Basingstoke Gazette
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr
Brownies
Breach Lane Chapel
Catholic Church
Clift Surgery Patient Group
Cricket Club (Sherfield)
Cricket Club (Stratfield Turgis
and Hartley Wespall)

Karen Ross
Chris Horton
Chris Tomblin
Nick Robinson
sherfieldbrownies@gmail.com
Geoff Belsham
Fr. Chris Rutledge
TBC
Steve Dummer

842662
882426
07549 637650
07585 578295

Captain
Contact
Evergreens
Happy Faces Playgroup
Loddon Players
Loddon Quilters
Loddon Sports Junior Football Club
Lunch Club
National Womens’ Register
Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk
Police - Sherfield Park
Poppies
Post Office
Rainbows
Sherfield Community Care Grp
Sherfield on Loddon Fete
Sherfield & District Gardening Club

Manoj George
Martin Turvey
Jean Berntsen
Viv Allway and Alison Smith
Peter Francis
Jacky Morgan
Fred Berntsen
Helen Belsham
Gill Fearon
PCSO Nathaniel Johnson
PCSO Adam Steel
Natalie Larner
Sherfield on Loddon
Pam Luck
Basingstoke NeighbourCare
Bruce Batting
Dan Farrow
Andy Morgan
Louise Grainger
Tracy Hamer
Richard Elphick

07552 114188
07785 580456
882798
880903
07867 547696
882350
882798
882534
882106
101
101
880075
882210
882687
423855
882605
882680
882350
883967
07778546477
07768004820

Wendy Gosden
Ivan Gosden
Nick Robinson
Karen Ross
John Attwood
Norman Stanley
Louise Webb
Linda Bishop
Sheila Campbell (Chair)
TBC
John Darker
Cllr Diana Effiong

07468 427684
07940 212441
07585 578295
842662
881760
881021
07771 727547
0118 933 2106
882351

Sherfield Park Community Centre
Sherfield Park Parish Council
Sherfield & District Show
Sherfield Village Hall
Caretaker/Bookings
Management Committee
Trustee
Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council
Sherfield Village Green Volunteers
Short Mat Bowls
Stratfield Saye Parish Council
Stratfield Saye Village Hall
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting
Toddler Group 0-5s
Tree Wardens

882534
465214
07775 674869

882334
07796 045944

Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information.
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SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR, SHERFIELD PARK Semi retired , 26 years experience, very patient,
good with nervous pupils. Good pass rate. Covers Bramley, Sherfield , Chineham. Reasonable rates.
Contact Graham 07806469963/barney0729@icloud.com
HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced, local lady
who cleans every corner. References. Tel 07933 316989 or e-mail mariacleaning@live.co.uk
LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, payroll, self
-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail
david_hitchins@msn.com
HYPNOTHERAPIST APHP ACCREDITED Hypnotherapy can help with: quitting smoking;
weight; stress/anxiety/fears/phobias; confidence; reducing depression…and more. Free 30min
consultation. Call 07793050047 or email: noeleen.hornby@personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net;
www.personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net
INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden maintenance. Tel
01256 882696 or 0784 230 3366. E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com
QUALIFIED AND EXPERIENCED PRIMARY SCHOOL TUTOR available for Maths and
English tuition. Confidence building, SAT preparation. Recent DBS. Testimonials available on request.
Contact: Catherine 07769681100 or Catherine.britten@btinternet.com
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, re-wires,
lights etc. No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, jce.morris@outlook.com
ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 words. Anything from lost cats to small services.
Just drop an email to: advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk

Five tips when considering divorce
Dealing with a divorce is never
easy but Elizabeth Ford, a family
law solicitor and mediator at
Phillips Solicitors, offers five tips
to help make the process as
smooth and amicable as possible.

The Stratfield Saye Educational Foundation
(Grants for Children and Young People)
The Foundation was established by George Pitt in 1739 sympathetically. The grant is not means-tested

and provides grants for children and young people
under 18 in the parishes of Stratfield Saye and
Beech Hill. The Trustees would like to encourage
parents of children in Stratfield Saye and Beech
Hill to make use of this historic charity.
All claims, with accompanying receipts for extra
curricular activities where not provided by the
Local Education Authority, will be considered
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and is available for activities such as music and
swimming tuition, residential and study courses,
textbooks and special equipment.
Applications for grants must be received by:
Andrew Speed, Wellington Estates, Estate Office,
Stratfield Saye, Near Reading, RG7 2BT, not later
than 31st December 2021.

written note of what you have
talked about to remind you both.
4. Mediation is often helpful

Mediation can be a quicker and
cheaper option for resolving family difficulties about
children or finances. It empowers separating couples
1. Get legal advice
to make their decisions together. We can refer you to a
It is important to have a full understanding of your
local mediation service or if you prefer you can come
legal rights and responsibilities. Write a list of questions directly to Haymarket Family Mediation, which is part
to take to your first appointment; no question is trivial of Phillips Solicitors.
or irrelevant.
5. Update your personal details and entitlements
2. Gather your financial information

You and your spouse will need to share financial
information with each other. If possible, work together
to gather details about your income, property
valuations, mortgages, savings, pensions and debts. If
you cannot do this together, write down what you can
recall about the financial arrangements during the
marriage.

You should check to see whether you are making the
right claims for benefits including Child Benefit,
Universal Credit and the council tax reduction if you
are living separately.
If you are considering divorce, please contact Elizabeth
by emailing elizabeth.ford@phillips-law.co.uk or by
calling 01256 854628. Alternatively visit www.phillipslaw.co.uk/family.

3. Keep communicating with each other
Maintaining open channels for communication can
make planning your futures much easier. Make a
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