
 

 The Church and Parish Magazine for Sherfield on Loddon,     
Stratfield Saye and Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis  
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LODDON      
VALLEY    
LINK 
December  2009 & January 2010 
 
This Christmas and New Year    
edition features: 
Pull-out supplement of Christmas events. 
 
Christmas Tree Festival details. 
 
Village entertainment before radio and 
television! 
 
Sherfield Village Hall Centenary Events. 

Dinner Dance.  Puppet Show.  Barn 
Dance. 
 
Cover photo.  Stained glass window near 
the alter at St. Leonard’s Church. 
 



 

 

SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2009  
WEDNESDAY  2nd DECEMBER             
11.00am       Advent Holy Communion   St Leonard’s, Sherfield  
SUNDAY          6th DECEMBER                                   Advent 2 
10.00am       Advent Holy Communion      St Leonard’s, Sherfield 
10.00am       Family Service      St Mary’s  Stratfield Saye * 
 4.00pm        Evensong with Communion  St Mary’s Hartley Wespall  
WEDNESDAY  9th DECEMBER  
11.00am       Advent Holy Communion   St Leonard’s, Sherfield 
 
SUNDAY          13th DECEMBER                                 Advent 3 
10.00am       Morning Worship with    St Leonard’s Sherfield 
           Children’s Sunday Club 
11.15am       Holy Communion (BCP)       St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
  5.00pm       Ecumenical Carol Service      St Mary’s Stratfield Saye  
  6.00pm       Carols & Readings    St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
 
WEDNESDAY 16th DECEMBER 
11.00am       Advent Holy Communion   St Leonard’s, Sherfield 
 
SUNDAY          20th DECEMBER                                 Advent 4 
10.00am       Family Communion    St Leonard’s Sherfield  
6.00pm         Carols by Candlelight   St Leonard’s Sherfield 
 
THURSDAY     24th DECEMBER                   CHRISTMAS EVE 
4.00pm         Crib Service      St Leonard’s Sherfield 
6.00pm         Holy Communion (BCP)        St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
11.00pm       Holy Communion    St Leonard’s Sherfield 

FRIDAY            25th DECEMBER                  CHRISTMAS DAY 
10.00am       Family Service                        St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
10.30am       Family Service              St Leonard’s Sherfield 
11.00am       Holy Communion (BCP)       St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
 
SUNDAY          27th DECEMBER                           Christmas 1 
10.00am       Benefice Communion (BCP)St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
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       SERVICES FOR JANUARY 2010 
SUNDAY         3rd JANUARY                                 Christmas 2 
10.00am      Holy Communion      St Leonard’s Sherfield 
10.00am      Family Service                 St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
  4.00pm      Evensong with Communion     St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
 
SUNDAY           10th JANUARY                                        Epiphany 1 
10.00am      Morning Worship      St Leonard’s, Sherfield 
          With Sunday Club  
11.15am      Holy Communion (BCP)          St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 

 
SUNDAY         17th JANUARY                                 Epiphany 2 
10.30 am     Benefice Confirmation Service St. Leonard’s Sherfield    
                  with the Bishop of Winchester Rt Revd Michael Scott-Joynt 
 
SUNDAY         24th JANUARY                                 Epiphany 3 
8.00am        Holy Communion (BCP)           St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
10.00am      Family Service                St Leonard’s Sherfield 
11.15am      Matins (BCP)                 St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
 
WEDNESDAY 27th JANUARY 
4.00pm        Toddlers’ Time                         St. Leonard’s Sherfield 
 
SUNDAY         31st JANUARY                                 Epiphany 4 
10.00am      Benefice Communion              St Leonard’s Sherfield 
          with Sunday Club 
 
SUNDAY         7th FEBRUARY                        2nd before Lent 
10.00am      Holy Communion     St Leonard’s Sherfield 
10.00am      Family Service                           St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
  4.00pm      Evensong with Communion     St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
 

*Drive up close to the white gates,                                   
which will open automatically 

BCP =  Book of Common Prayer  
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Children are welcome at all our services.  Services in italics 
are particularly geared to children and families. 

 



 

 

Breach Lane Baptist Chapel 
Rev Chris Russell 01276 21469 
Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 
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DECEMBER 2009        

 
JANUARY 2010        

 
and every 

 

 

SUN 6th 10.30am Family Worship led by Peter Blundell 

SUN 13th 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

  3pm Bible Study at Chapel 

SAT 19th 2.30pm Disabled Christian Fellowship (DCF) at 
Camberley 

SUN 20th 10.30am Christmas Carols and Family     
Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

Fri 25th 10.30am CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE 
SUN 27th 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

SUN 3rd 10.30am Family Worship led by Peter Blundell 

SUN 10th 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

  3pm Bible Study at Chapel 

SAT 16th 2.30pm DCF at Camberley 

SUN 17th 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

SUN 24th 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

  3pm Bible Study at Chapel 

MON 25th 8pm Bible Study at Cross House 

SUN 31st 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

TUE 10.30am Open Morning (please phone) 

  11am Lunch Club for the Elderly 

  7pm Tuesday Club at Winklebury (Mencap) 

WED 2pm Kurling at Ridgeway Centre, Buckskin 
(Mencap) 
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GOODBYE TERRY WOGAN 
and a  MERRY CHRISTMAS  
from Revd. Bob Politt 
 
Yes, I’m a Terry Woggan fan and a TOG (Terry’s Old Geezers).  After all 
these year’s he’s retiring— how time flies when you're having fun. Now 
where will I get my jokes from?  
 
Talking of time, it’s that ‘time’ again for Christmas madness … 
advertising, shopping, crowds, family gatherings and for some, memories of 
sadness. 
 
If you’d like to do a bit of time travel and want a good read over Christmas I 
can recommend ‘Sophie’s World’, written by Jostein Gaarder. Written with 
those in mind who want to explore the ideas and thoughts of ages past and 
present, it’s a sort of Alice In Wonderland tale covering 3000 years of history 
in 400 pages as Sophie travels through history. 
 
Children’s books are often fun, even for adults. I’m currently reading 
Gaarder’s other time travel book called ‘The Mystery of Christmas’ when   
another little girl travels from a town in Norway, back in history, past familiar 
historical places, collecting acquaintances en route until she finds herself in 
Bethlehem, at the birth of Jesus. 
 
Many readers will be participating again in the Posada project which follows 
the old Mexican custom of receiving models of Mary, Joseph and a donkey 
into their homes during Advent. A bit of fun, just like a school Nativity play, 
remembering the birth of Jesus and linking us with the past.  
 
Christmas isn’t an original Christian festival. There were many winter pagan 
rites, and the Romans brought their own winter celebration of the god 
Mithras. So, what happened? As people discovered the good news of God’s 
love in the coming of His Son into the world so these winter festivals were 
‘Christianised.‘ 
 
Interesting, because it looks as though the Western world is going back in 
time to pagan ways as some councils, schools and groups ban anything to 
do with Christianity and Christmas. I wonder how  you will be marking this     
season? 
 
As a Christian I would like to wish you all a happy and joyful Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year, full of hope and contentment, in fact, everything that 
Christ wants to give you that your life might be complete. 



 

 

 

Renowned for delicious 
food, great ales and a 

warm welcome 
 

www.whitehartsherfield.co.uk 
White Hart, Reading Road, Sherfield on Lod-

don, Hants, RG27 0BT 

01256 882280 

Ross Brooke  
Financial Services 

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISER 
Michael Roberts is an Independent         

Financial Adviser based in Sherfield on  
Loddon, offering a comprehensive range 

of financial planning services to both  
individuals and corporate clients. 

Whether you prefer fee-based or             
commission-based advice, you can be    

assured of an impartial, professional yet 
friendly service.  

The initial consultation is free and can be 
arranged at your own home or your place 
of work. Authorised and regulated by the 

Financial Services Authority. 

www.rossbrookefs.com 

01256 881360  
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Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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Editorial: The Editor for this Christmas and  
New Year edition and for the February issue is   
me, Sheena Archer. See the contact details on 
page 50 and get your February articles to me, 
at the very latest 16th January!  It would be 
good to have a digital photo with your report, 
although we cannot promise to have space too 
many pictures each month. Clear, close-ups of 
people or objects come out best in the printing. 

 Candlelit Carols and Readings 
Sunday December 20th at 6.00pm, with choir,  
at St Leonard’s Church, Sherfield on Loddon.   
This is an occasion for a family gathering at  
Christmastide to sing carols and hear the story 
 of the birth of Jesus.  

The Link Committee is very pleased 
to welcome Pip and Ilene Iles on 
board.  Pip has joined Winston Bruce 
on the advertising team, see pages 
47 and 50, being responsible for the    
display ads. Ilene is giving Esme 
Ward a break from being secretary, 
which we thank Esme for doing for 
many years. 

The Loddon Valley Link Committee wish all our readers 
a very Happy Christmas and Peaceful New Year.   

See you at the many festive events  
shown in this edition! 

Carol Singing around Sherfield Parish    
Monday 14th December  
Sherfield Park. At 7.15pm assemble on the  
corner of Gaiger Avenue and Hambledon Way 
Tuesday 15th December 
Sherfield Village. At 7.15pm assemble on 
 the corner of Bramley Road and Bow Drive. 
All money donated will be given to the Children’s Society 

Ilene and Pip Iles 



 

 

 

k.t.morris@btinternet.com 
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Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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Following the success of previous years get togethers,  
all the residents of Stratfield Turgis are invited to meet 

 in  
‘The Cricketers’ at 7:30pm 

 on  
Tuesday the 26th January 2010. 

 
Wine and nibbles will be provided. 

Note it in your diaries now. 
 

As last time it’s a totally informal chance to meet your      
fellow residents and enjoy some good company. 

We look forward to seeing you all there. 
 

 

THE STRATFIELD SAYE EDUCATIONAL  
FOUNDATION 

(Grants for Children and Young People) 

The Foundation was established by George Pitt in 1739 and       
provides grants for children and young people under 18 in the    

Parishes of Stratfield Saye and Beech Hill.   

The Trustees would like to encourage parents of Stratfield Saye 
and Beech Hill to make use of this historic charity. 

All claims, with accompanying receipts, for extra curricular         
activities, where not provided by the Local Education Authority  

will be considered sympathetically.   
The grant is not means-tested.  

It is available for activities such as: 
Music and swimming tuition.  Residential and study courses.   

Textbooks and special equipment etc. 
 

Applications for grants must be received not later than  
30th December 2009 to 

Roy Best, Clappers Farm, Grazeley, RG7 1JJ  
or Paul Sedgwick, Stratfield Saye Estates, Estate Office, Stratfield 

Saye, Near Reading, RG7 2BT,  

 



 

 

Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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 HAVEN  MEMORIALS 
 

Your Local Stonemason 
Office   01252  811691 

Evenings  01256  881044 

This style standard size memorial in vari-
ous materials, including VAT and letters. 

Fixed in your local 

Cemetery or  

Churchyard 
Only £ 695.00  
Full details on 
application 
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BRAMLEY AND ROMANS  
FLORAL SOCIETY 

Christmas Floral Extravaganza  

and  

Festive Supper 

Friday 4th December 2009 at 7.00pm 

Bramley Village Hall, Bramley, Hampshire. 
Professional demonstration of festive flower arrangements to   

inspire you, plus the opportunity to be a lucky raffle winner and 
take one of these beautiful arrangements home.   

Handcrafted jewellery and cards will also be on sale. 

Guests £8.  Members £5.  Contact: Dusty 01256 881420 

Tough Questions Evenings, at the 
Four Horseshoes, Sherfield on loddon 
The next Tough Question evening will be in the New Year. 

 
Wednesday 20th January  

 8.00pm  
 

Hear are two for you to think about: 
“How do we know that God is good?” and “How do you feel about 

non-Christians celebrating Christmas and Easter?” 
 

All are welcome.        
Bob Politt 01256 882209 and Karen Blakeley 01256 882827 



 

 

Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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Pygmalion  
Interiors 

The complete interior design   
service. Our large showroom  

allows us to offer a wide 
range of furniture in addi-
tion to fabrics, wallpapers, 

blinds, flooring,    pictures & 
prints and many     accesso-

ries. 
Tel: (01252) 842287 

www.pygmalioninteriors.co.uk 
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Benefice Confirmation Sunday  
17th January 2010 

10.30am at St Leonard’s Sherfield 
We have 11 candidates to present to the Bishop  

of Winchester, Rt Revd Michael Scott-Joynt 

‘Toddler Time’ from Babies to 5’s 
St Leonard’s Church, Sherfield 

next Toddler service  
Wednesday 4.00-4.20pm 

27th January 2010 
Nursery Rhymes, Story, Prayer. 

Healthy refreshments for the toddlers. 
Meet on the red carpet in church.    All welcome 

Please contact Revd Bob Politt for more details 01256 882209 

Advent Communion  
11.00am on Advent Wednesday’s at St Leonard’s, Sherfield. 

On the first 3 Wednesdays of Advent we will be holding a 30 minute, 
informal communion, following last year’s pattern. based upon Iona, 

Celtic and Taize patterns of worship and are open to 
Christians of all denominations. 

Let us prepare ourselves spiritually. Come again to      
celebrate the wonderful birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Parish Registers 
Wedding 

Patricia KIFT and Daniel TOWNS on 14.11.09 at St Leonard’s  

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH OPEN DAYS 
December 2009.  For opportunities to view the Church, 
see the dates and times for the Christmas Tree Festival.  
January 2010.   Saturday 30th January 10.00am to 4.00. 

 



 

 

Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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B 
Basingstoke Network Services 

N S 

• BNS is your local computer company with many years of 
experience.   

• We offer a friendly, efficient service that’s excellent value 
for money. 

•We specialise in all aspects of software and hardware 
support,  maintenance and training  -  from installing 
exchange servers to servicing laptops—we can do it! 

Call us on 01256 883838 
www.basingstoke-network-services.co.uk 

Your computers are our business! 

SHERFIELD 0-5’S 
Every Tuesday 1.30 – 3.30pm 

Sherfield On Loddon Village Hall 
Climbing frame, toys, parachute games, singing,  

juice and biscuits, tea and coffee. 
A great place to meet new people and make new friends – 

everyone welcome!  Come and join us for an afternoon  
designed to wear out your children! 

Contacts: Judith 01256 883551, Becky 880894,  
                          Kerry 880167 
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 THE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
Reported by Ilene Iles 

Tess Morris, our President, opened the Meeting and welcomed 
everyone to our Business Meeting which was followed by our     
Annual General Meeting. 
 
Jerusalem was sung and Val Denny went through the                 
correspondence.   Evelyn Holdaway gave the Treasurer’s Report 
and other matters of business were dealt with.  Thanks were given 
to Val for organising a wonderful trip to Oxford last month.        
She asked for people to think of a venue for our spring trip and to 
bring these ideas to the December Meeting. A list for food was 
passed round for our Christmas Meeting and it was agreed that 
“Help for Heroes” and the Salvation Army appeal for the wives 
and children at Odiham would share the proceeds of the Charity      
Collection.  Dee Bulpitt confirmed that our monthly walk would 
take place on Thursday, 12th November provided the weather was 
favourable.  The Business Meeting closed at 2.45 p.m. 
 
Tess opened the Annual Meeting at 3 p.m.   The Minutes of last 
year’s Annual Meeting were read and signed and the Secretary’s, 
Treasurer’s and President’s Reports were received.   Acceptance 
of the Financial Statement and Accounts were proposed,          
seconded and carried unanimously.   The Committee was           
re-elected “en bloc” as they were all willing to stand again and 
were joined (in her absence) by a new Member - Catherine Wright.   
Tess made it known that she was standing down as President and 
Dee Bulpitt was voted into the role of President.   Tess was willing 
to remain on the Committee.  The Annual Meeting closed at 3.35 
p.m.  Tea followed and the Raffle was drawn. 
Next Meeting  -  Wednesday, 2nd December 2009 - Christmas Party 
and  “MAGICIANS AND THE MUSIC HALL” – Mr R Maddy. 

 STAMPS for GUIDE DOGS for the BLIND 
 
I would like to say a big thank you for all the 
used stamps, either posted to me or given to 
me in Church. Very many thanks.   
Please keep them coming to:   
Mary Chessell, 7, Larkfield,  Chineham,  
Basingstoke, RG24 8UE. 



 

 

Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

Est. 1982                             Charity No. 1029688 

For further information, 
please contact us on 
01256 880903 

For a prospectus/   
application fo rm, contact 

01256 883162 

E-mai l:  happyfacesplaygroup@hotmai l.co.uk 
Website:  www.happy-faces-playgroup.co.uk 
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Happy Faces Playgroup 
Sherfield-on-Loddon 

“Bring your happy face to our happy place” 
A small, friendly playgroup for children  

aged 2 years 6 months to school age 
Flexible Sessions 
including all day 

 

MR.Ts Discos 
 and 

Race 
Nights 

Discos for any occasion. 
Music from the 50s to current chart hits 

Race nights for fund-raising 
or just for fun. 

Complete events run for you.                
Just supply a venue. 
Contact Martin 

mrtsdiscos@hotmail.com 
Phone 07785 580456 

01189812916 
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Report by Gill Fearon 

 

We have all been reading ‘The Minutes of the Lazarus Club’ by 
Tony Pollard which became ‘The Secrets of the Lazarus Club’ 
when it came out in paperback, a more intriguing title than the 
former.   At our latest meeting we discussed the book.  It was 
chosen because it featured many characters connected with the 
Industrial Revolution, our theme for the past year.  The narrator 
was a London hospital surgeon (George Phillips), who apart from 
carrying out operations, also lectured to students on anatomy 
using cadavers.  The book begins with the gruesome discovery of 
a dead woman in the River Thames with her internal organs  
missing and as the book progresses, so more are found.  A     
murder enquiry ensues.  Meanwhile Phillips is befriended by    
Isambard Kingdom Brunel and Phillips attends the attempted 
launch of Brunel’s new ship, The Great Eastern.  In due course, 
Phillips is invited to join, and become the secretary of, the     
Lazarus Club.  This is a club which has members such as:          
Sir Benjamin Brodie (Phillips’ boss and Brunel’s physician); John 
Scott Russell (a naval engineer and builder of the Great Eastern); 
Robert Stephenson (friend of Brunel and great engineer); Charles 
Babbage (inventor of the earliest computer); Lord Catchpole 
(cotton mill owner and employer of thousands); Joseph              
Bazalgette (builder of London’s sewers) and Viscount Ockham 
(grandson of Lord Byron and son of Ada Lovelace).  The book is 
set in 1857 to 1859 and describes in some detail the life and  
conditions of people living during this time.  It soon becomes       
apparent that the ‘murders’ at the beginning of the book are a 
‘red herring’ and that there is something much more sinister  
happening involving one or two of the members of the club.  We 
mostly enjoyed the book which successfully melded fact with   
fiction, but many of us felt that it was too long and it became too 
far fetched to be taken seriously. 

Our next meeting is our Christmas meal when we all take a dish 
and a present for ‘Secret Santa’, enjoy readings, carols and a 
quiz.   

We would like to wish everyone a peaceful Christmas  

and a happy new year. 

 



 

 

Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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David and Mary Cole 

and Wills Garden Services 

Boars Bridge Farm, Little London 
Tel: 01256 881354 

Mobile: 07951917943 or 07986616687 

Email: david.cole7@tesco.net 

We offer a complete range of garden services, 

garden clearance and tidying, mowing, pruning, hedge cutting, patio 
cleaning, fencing, patios, turfing, etc. 

R & G Fencing 
Fencing, decking 

and sheds.   
For a FREE and friendly      

quotation  
with no obligation 

Contact 07760252588 

or 01256 332256 
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Sherfield and District  
Gardening Club 
Reported by Lynne Wheeler 

At our meeting in October we were given a very enthusiastic talk 
on planting up winter hanging baskets and pots by Crissie       
Clemson of White Tower Nursery, Aldermaston Village.  What 
struck most people was the sheer quantity of plants which were 
planted in each container – far more than one would use when 
planting summer containers.  As Chrissie pointed out, summer 
containers expand rapidly to fill any gaps whereas winter plants lay 
dormant until spring so need to be planted up minus gaps.  The 
baskets and tubs created were mainly filled with perennial shrubs 
which were chosen for their texture and colour. 
This was a most enjoyable evening not only because of the        
resultant containers but also because Crissie delivered her talk in 
such an entertaining and humorous style. 
We always welcome new members so why not come and join us.  
We meet on the third Monday of each month in the Liddell Hall,  
behind Sherfield Village Hall.  You don’t have to be a great       
gardener (my husband and I certainly aren’t and our knowledge is 
limited) but if you are enthusiastic about flowers, plants, trees and       
vegetables it is a place where you can learn more and share     
experiences and ask advice from members who are more talented.  
If you are not sure, why not try us out as a visitor first.                                
Our year is interspersed with talks, presentations with slide shows 
and garden visits.   
 
Next Meetings at 8.00pm in the Liddell Hall 
behind the main Sherfield Village Hall.  
14th December – Christmas Party 
 
18th January -  Wisley throughout the Year 
       Presentation by Richard Thornton 
       For arrangements contact: 
       Linda on 882341 or Vanessa on 881760 

 

 



 

 

Your nearest florist 

YOUR COUNTRY FLORIST 
CHINEHAM 

Traditional and contemporary flowers for 
all occasions 

Weddings, Funerals, Parties etc. 
Remember your loved one the best way 

possible, with flowers.  

1 Reading Road, Chineham   
RG24 8LN 

(next to Indian Restaurant) 

Tel/Fax 01256 840222   
    Mob. 07786 310505 

www.yourcountryflorist.co.uk 

Jenny Edwards 
                         www.solematters.co.uk 

Hot Stone Massage 
Reflexology      Reiki 
Aromatherapy massage 
Treat yourself           your mind 
                                       your body 
            your soul 

to the ultimate in relaxation 

01256 880829 

 

Sherfield Private Hire 
Local Journeys.  Airports. 

Any distance. 

Travel tokens accepted. 

Contact Laurie Morse 

07785 221538 

 

BRAMLEY ART 
CLASSES 

Antonia Dewhurst is teaching classes in Draw-
ing & Painting. 

Monday 10.00-12.00am and 12.30-2.30pm 

Wednesdays 7.00-9.00pm 

£90 for 10 weeks.  £80 OAPs 

Situated in Cufaude Lane,        Beginners & 
Improvers welcome. 
Tel: 01256 883876 
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Carl Fanning 
The Village Decorator 

Decorating the Loddon Valley Area 
Painter and Decorator 

Local Tradesman with 25 years experience 
Decorating local properties since 1980 

A “Dulux” Trade Member 
Good quality Trade Paints used -  
Internal and external decorating 

Free estimates - advice on colour and paints 
Full liability cover - all work is guaranteed 

Telephone:  Carl on: 01189 424 883                            
or:  0795 266 1965 

Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 



 

 

Page 22 

Sponsored by 

Pencil Sketch of  
St Leonard’s 
Shan Cheatle’s  beautiful   
pencil sketch of St Leonard’s 
raised £140 and Shan and the 
new owner, Jafe Arif, have 
kindly given  permission to 
take prints as there has been 
such an interest in the picture.  
 These will be available for purchase at the Christmas Tree       

Festival and from Sherborne Windows.     

The picture was          
presented to Jafe after 
the morning service at  
St. Leonard’s on 15th   
November, at Sherbourne 
Conservatories and   
Window’s at Wyevale  
Garden Centre, Sherfield 
on Loddon.                  
The Sherbourne Manager 
kindly provided excellent 
coffee and biscuits for the 
assembled congregation. 

Above: Shan Cheadle (artist), Bob Politt (Rector) and Jafe Arif (new picture owner) 
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Extension Fund for toilets at  
St Leonard’s 
Our fund at the last count was £54,202.72.  
 
Thanks are expressed to The Evergreens,                                       
Dan and Jane Farrow for their wedding collection                             
and for many individual donations.   
 
We are very encouraged and express continued gratitude to you for 
your generosity and to God for all the encouragement we are          
receiving.   Revd. Bob Politt 

Cards of the St. Leonard’s picture available at the Festival 

 

Christmas Tree Festival at St Leonard’s Church 

Please see brochure enclosed with your magazine. 



 

 

 A letter from 

CLAIRE and MITCH KING 

Hello from Downunder, 
Well we have been in Australia 
for a whole year now, and are  
getting used to the way things 
work. It is a much slower pace 
of life with outdoors being very 
much on the agenda. 
We live on the Sunshine Coast in 
Pelican Waters which is a suburb of Caloundra . Our home is a rented,    
four bed house, with a pool and garden for the girls, Rossi the puppy and 
the barbie,  The girls are enjoying school. Kayleigh was a little confused 
when she had to go back to junior school after leaving senior school in 
England. They are all excelling in their studies. Jessie-May has a       
presentation for her academic achievement and  Kayleigh is in a          
production of “The Boy from Oz” with some fellow school choir friends 
at “The Events Center”.  Leanna has settled into her new class and also 
enjoys the school choir.  
Mitch and I have started up our own business. We are now called “The 
Eden Projects”, doing garden maintenance.  I also do some casual work at 
the girls schools as a teacher’s aide. We have found a wonderful church 
called Cityedge. www.caloundrac.org.au Mitch found Jesus there and has 
started coming to church regularly. We have two  services on a Sunday 
and a time of singing before the sermon, which is lively and joyful and 
full of the Holy Spirit. I have joined the band and am hoping to be able 
to get up on stage on a Sunday and be part of the worship team leading 
people through their praise to God. There is a great youth ministry on a 
Sunday morning and on a Friday night with Citykids . The girls are eager 
to go and learn about Christ.  After the service we stay for lunch served 
by the hospitality team and we sit outside with friends. Through the 
week there are groups for  bible studies, Sunshine knitters making   
blankets for countries around the world. Shine a ladies group fundraising 
for women’s charities and many more!  We wish everyone the best and 
hope to hear from anyone who would like to  contact us. 
claire.king@live.com.au 

Page 24 



 

 

 

Page 25 

 
F E S T I V E  S E A S O N ’ S  

P U L L–O U T  S U P P L E M E N T 

Painting by Germano Giugovaz 

S E R V I C E S  &  E V E N T S  
of 
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DATE EVENT PLACE TIME 

Friday 

4th December 

Saturday 

5th December 

Sunday 

6th December 

Friday  

11th December 

Saturday 

12th December 

Saturday 

12th December 

Sunday  

13th December 

Sunday  

13th December 

Tuesday 15th 

Wednesday 16th 

Friday 

18th December 

Sunday  

20th December 

Sunday  

20th December 

Christmas Tree  

Festival.  Grand 

Christmas Tree  

Festival.  Christmas 
Market. 

Christmas Tree Fes-
tival. Quiz. 

Christmas Tree Fes-
tival. Carol Singing. 

Christmas Tree Fes-
tival. Tombola and 
raffle. 

Village hall 

Centenary Dinner 

Children’s  

Puppet Show. 

Christmas Tree Fes-
tival. Fair Trade 
Quiz. 

Carol Singing 

Carol Singing 

Christmas tree Festi-
val. DIY  

Pantomime. 

Christmas Carols 
and Family    Wor-
ship. 

Carols by       Can-
dlelight with choir 

St. Leonard’s  

Church, Sherfield 

St. Leonard’s 

Church, Sherfield. 

St. Leonard’s 
Church, Sherfield. 

St. Leonard’s 
Church, Sherfield. 

St. Leonard’s 
Church. Sherfield. 

Sherfield Village Hall. 

Sherfield Village Hall. 

St. Leonard’s 
Church, Sherfield. 

Sherfield Park 

Sherfield village 

St. Leonard’s 
Church, Sherfield 

Breach lane Chapel. 
Sherfield village. 

St. Leonard’s 
Church, Sherfield. 

7pm to 9pm 

10.30am to 7.00pm 

2.30pm to  

7.00pm 

7.00pm to  

9.00pm 

10.30am to 

7.00pm 

7 for 7.30pm 

3pm 

2.30pm to  

7.00pm 

Meet at 7.15pm. See 
page 7 

7.00pm to  

9.00pm 

10.30pm 

6pm 
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DATE 

 
EVENT PLACE TIME 

Christmas Eve 
24th December 

Christmas Eve 
24th December 

Christmas Eve 
24th December 

Christmas Eve 
24th December 

Christmas Eve 
24th December 

 

Christmas Day 
25th December 

Christmas Day 
25th December 

Christmas Day 
25th December 

Christmas Day 
25th December 

Christmas Day 
25th December 

Christmas Day 
25th December 

Crib Service 

Holy Communion 

Carols 

Mass (RC) 

Holy Communion 

Carols 

Mass (RC) 

 

Mass (RC 

Family Service. 

Christmas Carols 
and Family         
Worship. 

Family Service 

Hoy Communion 

Mass (RC) 

St. Leonard’s 
Church. Sherfield 

St. Mary’s Church. 
Hartley Wespall. 

St. Bedes 

Popley 

St. Leonard’s 
Church. Sherfield 

St. Bedes 

Popley 

 

St. Bedes 

Popley 

St. Mary’s Hartley 
Wespall 

Breach Lane chapel. 
Sherfield Village. 

St. Leonard’s 
Church. Sherfield 

St. Mary’s  

Stratfield Saye. 

St. Bedes 

Popley 

4.00pm 

6.00pm 

6.00pm 

6.30pm 

11pm to 
12 mid-night+ 

11.30pm 
12 mid-night 

 

9.00am 

10.00am 

10.30am 

10.30am 

11.00am 

11.00am 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE 
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Mary, Joseph and a donkey journey towards Bethlehem 

Posada card pictures 2009                       Photos by Sheena Archer 

Yeah Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning. 
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 SHERFIELD VILLAGE  
HALL  1909 to 2009  

SUNDAY 13th DECEMBER 2009 
3pm at Sherfield Village Hall 
Tickets: £6 per adult.  
£3 for under 14s.  
(Suitable for children from 5 yrs. upward). 
Tickets from Loraine 01256 881498 

ON THE OTHER HAND PUPPET 
Marvellous Magical Coat 

GRAEME HEWITT’s  
High Society Jazz band                                
Licensed Bar - Black Tie - £25 per head  
Tickets from  
Lucy 01256 882599 or Loraine 01256 881498 

CENTENARY DINNER DANCE 
Saturday 12th December 2009 7.00 for 7.30 pm. Three Course Meal  

CENTENARY EVENTS  

BARN DANCE AND FISH & CHIP SUPPER.  
Music by Pitchfork. Saturday 23rd January 2010.   
Tickets £14 each from Jane: 01256 880476.  
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CENTENARY 
Sherfield on Loddon Village Hall opened in 1909. 

 

Contributed by Sheena Archer 
The building had been six cottages called, Pleasant Row, donated for 
the use of the villagers by Revd. A.G. Barker in 1869.  As a memorial 
to him his wife and sons had the middle four cottages converted into 
the new Parish Hall and Workingmen’s Club, which opened on 1909. 
Over the next few months, the local paper, the “Hampshire and    
Berkshire  Gazette”, devoted many “column inches” to the events   
taking place at the new hall. 
One of the early reports (seen opposite) described a Grand Concert.  
As soon as I read an historical piece like this I have to try to find out 
who the characters were!  I have been into the archives but not with 
total success!  The newspaper indicates that some of the performers 
were relations and friends of the Palmers and Barkers and I suspect 
others were too.  Not living in the immediate vacinity, they are not 
easy to trace quickly. 
“Mrs. Barker” was Mrs. Agnes Barker, the benefactor of the hall, 
widow of the Revd. Alfred Gresley Barker, to whom the hall is a      
memorial.  Their Rectory had been the house which is now Loddon 
School in Wildmoor Lane.  Originally it was “Drayton Manor”. The 
Barkers changed its name to “St.Leonards” (which must have been 
confusing as the Church was also St. Leonards!)  The reference in the 
newspaper to “delightful duelogues” taking place at “St. Leonards” 
probably meant at house parties rather than in Church!  
The Barkers then built the house “Redlands” (for details of this house, 
see article in online archives of Loddon Valley link June 2006)  as a 
retirement home in 1906 and the, now,  “Old Rectory” opposite the 
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  Hampshire and Berkshire Gazette 
16th October 1909 

Grand Concert at the New Memorial Hall at Sherfield upon Loddon. 

Following the opening ceremony which took place on the previous 
Tuesday, a very large party assembled in answer to Mrs. Barker’s kind 
invitation to enjoy a musical evening, the first held in that room. On  
Friday evening, the 8th inst.  To many of those who attended the scene 
was a great surprise, the  brilliantly lighted room, furnished in luxurious 
comfort, being far beyond what  was  generally anticipated. The hall 
itself lends itself admirably to social function.  A capital platform with 
footlights has been erected at the end  adjoining the Committee Room 
and the floor space of the room is amply sufficient to  accommodate any 
company likely to assemble in it. 
Lieut. Col. F. G. Barker acted as Chairman.  The programme opened 
with a violin solo very skilfully played by Miss M. Belcher and here we 
may mention that in the accompaniment the tone of the new piano     
presented by Mrs. Barker’s daughters was heard for the first time.  Mr. 
Geoffrey Palmer, who possesses a fine baritone voice, renewed his    
acquaintance with a Sherfield   audience in that stirring song, “Off to 
Philadelphia” and was loudly encored.  Mrs. Tilney followed by sweetly 
singing “Two eyes of grey”.  Mr. J.W. Jenkins (Mrs. Barker’s new-
phew) gave a spirited rendering of “The Admiral’s Broom”, after which 
there was a cessation in the musical part of the programme and one of 
those delightful duelogues which have been so prominent a feature in 
the annual entertainments given at St. Leonard’s in past years was acted 
in character by Mrs. Burnett and Mrs. Steadman, bringing to mind many 
a past success. The title on this occasion was “In Two Minds”.  Lady 
Margaret Miniver (Mrs. Burnett), having received a pearl necklace from 
a young lord, is  undecided whether to wear it as a coming ball.  Doing 
so was to be the sign of acceptance of the noble lord’s approaches.    
After a great deal of “will” and “won’t” she finally decides to return the 

present and apparently does so, but Parkins, her maid 
(Mrs. Steadman), had secretly withdrawn the pearls, so 
that the empty box only reached his lordship, who      
concluded that matters were  progressing satisfactorily.  
The maid confessed and the position became               
embarrassing.  The piece is enlivened throughout with 
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Sherfield on Loddon shop, as a new rectory, for the new Revd. 
Crowdy.  Unfortunately, Revd. Barker died before he could move into 
“Redlands”, but Agnes his wife settled there. 
Eustace Exall Palmer, director of  Huntley and Palmer biscuits in 
Reading, moved into “St. Leonards”, renaming it “Drayton House”. His 
wife was Madeline Mary.  In 1909 they 
had three small children and ten servants 
living-in.  These included three nurses for 
the children!  Also living at the house was 
the Goeffrey Palmer, aged 20 yrs., who 
was singing in the concert.  He was a 
cousin of Eustace and listed as an 
“apprentice biscuit maker” ….. Learning 
the trade from the bottom and   destined 
for higher things no doubt!  
“Mrs. Steadman” might have been     
Henrietta, wife of James the gamekeeper 
from “Keeper’s Cottage” in Hartley    
Wespall and there were several Miss 
Belchers in families who lived in Bramley 
at the time, one of whom may have had a    
          

smart sallies of ready wit which caused much amusement 
and at its close both performers were warmly recalled. 
The second part was one of continuous merriment.  Mr. D.  
Burnett was uproariously encored for two comic songs in   character, viz., 
“The Poacher” and an Irish song, “Phil the Fluter” and Mr. J. W. Jenkins quite 
captivated the audience with “Mary was a Housemaid”, and for the encore 
added a  couple of verses of his own composition having local interest. 
Mrs. Tilney received a well merited encore for her song. “Botany” and a very 
pleasing song with violin obligato in addition to the piano accompaniment was 
sung by Mrs. F. G. Barker.  Mr. Geofrey Palmer was again successful with 
“Cheerily Oh”, and by request responded with “The old grey fox”.  Mrs.    
Eustace Palmer (Madeline) did splendid work with the pianoforte               
accompliments and   altogether a most successful and enjoyable evening was 
spent.  Loud cheers were given for Mrs. Barker and others and the National 
Anthem closed the proceedings. 

Right: Miss Belcher perhaps? 
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Further newspaper cuttings of the time will follow in future editions. 

Those interested in the history of the Hall may like to peruse our 
archived material - photographs, articles, books, census records, 

legal documents - some of which will be on display on the 
following dates: 

Tuesday 1st December 1-3pm during Lunch Club 
Wednesday 2nd December 3.30-4.30pm during WI meeting 

Saturday 19th December 10.30-12noon at PoSH coffee morning 
  Thursday 21st January (11.30-4.30pm) during Loddon Quilters 

 
You may be able to help our archivists with information about   

the photographs which will be on display, and Lois Batting and     
Kathleen Gaiger would also be pleased to hear from anyone who 

might have any relevant documents which they would  
like the opportunity to see.  

 
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE FOR POSH THIS MONTH  

Sherfield Village 
Hall Exhibition  
of the Archives     
                               Right: The Hall in 2009 

connection to Sherfield and was performing on her violin.   I have 
traced the  Burnetts and Mrs. Tilney (connected to Tilney Hall no 
doubt).   
Maybe you know who they were?  If so, let us know. 
 
There was no radio, television, cinema, computer or hi-fi and most 
homes were lit by oil lamps.  If you were wealthy you might own a 
wind-up gramophone and some households had a piano and other 
musical instruments. Few people travelled far from their village and 
if they did it was on foot, by bicycle or by horse.  At that time I think 
there were three pubs and two off-licences in the village.  Working-
men’s Clubs were often opened to provide more to do than drink.    
A concert within the village in a new brightly lit hall must have 
been met with amazed, excitement! 



 

 

 

 FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 
MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 
Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans  
available. 

 
1 Seal Road, Basingstoke, 

RG21 7NQ  
Tel: 01256 844663 

Tel. 01256-882736 or 882368  Mob. 07836 626323 

Page 34 

Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 



 

 

SHERFIELD GRAFFITTI ...is this you? 
From a letter sent to WPC Mandy Jewell and to this magazine. 
Name and address supplied.  
“Whilst walking through Sherfield village, I was concerned to see two 
teenage youngsters loitering underneath the slide in the children’s play area 
towards the back of the green. 
I could see that one of the youngsters had a spray can and was spraying 
graffiti onto the wooden underside of the slide. Eventually the youngsters 
noticed me, put the spray can in a shoulder bag and came out casually but 
sheepishly from under the slide trying to act innocently. The pair then 
continued to loiter in the play park and eventually deposited the spray can 
into the bin (probably still there), although it did sound from the subsequent 
rattle in the shoulder bag that there was more than one spray can. I decided 
it was better not to confront the pair, but did manage to take several 
photographs of the offenders. The person actually doing the spraying has 
dark hair but with a very distinctive blonde hair stripe across one side of the 
head, which should make identification easier. 
It is a terrible shame and quite upsetting to see our lovely village amenities 
defaced as a result of such a mindless act”  
From Mandy’s Beat Report 
The play area at Sherfield on Loddon is having problems with youths setting 
light to things and graffiti.  One youth has been identified and enquiries are 
in hand.  Please report any incidents of anti social behaviour. 
 
Editor…… and the bus shelter in Goddard’s Lane. There is also similar 
graffiti, once again defacing the brick….. Is that you too?  Why? 
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Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 
Thank you Sherfield .   

By your generosity we have raised  
£1,923.49p  

Fewer people used Gift Aid envelopes this year, 
but we’ll still add c.£150 in reclaimed tax. 

A huge ‘Thanks’ to all our collectors, counters 
and local businesses for your great support. 

Good to include Sherfield Park this year.  

Thank You Sherfield for 
helping to keep this vital 

work going strong.  



 

 

Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

THE SPINE TEAM 

BRIGHTON HILL 466666 
HOOK SURGERY 763888 

HAMPSHIRE CLINIC 473208 

www.spineteam.co.uk 

Integrated Chiropractic means: 

Understand and take control of your 
back pain. 

 Investigation 

 Explanation 

 Treatment 

 Rehabilitation 

 

Liz Mckinney 
Hair and Beauty  

Therapist 

Waxing, Manicure, Pedicure 

Ear Piecing Aromatheropy 

High Lights, Low Lights 

Perms, Cuts & Styling 

Telephone:  01256 811502 

Mobile: 07867 570 577 

 

 
Professional Face & Body Sugaring 

A sweet alternative to waxing. 

An effective method of 

Semi-permanent hair removal 

Also available  

Holistic Massage, manicure and  pedicure, 

eyelash and eyebrow tinting. 

Ladies only please.  

Tel: Louise on 

07867 897171 / 01256 334775 
or visit 

www.sugar-babe.co.uk  
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ARE YOU RECEIVING NEW BENEFITS  
TO WHICH YOU ARE ENTITLED? 

  
 
 
 
More and more families are struggling to make ends meet and finding 
it increasingly hard to afford to pay their essential household bills,        
including their rent.  
More families with children will now be able to get help towards paying 
their rent, thanks to new changes to benefit rules.  These changes 
also affect the way pension credit is considered in housing benefit  
calculations. 
The Citizen Advice Bureau is urging parents who receive child benefit 
and rent their homes but who at present get no housing benefit to 
check their entitlement again.   The rule change also means some 
parents already receiving housing benefit will automatically see the 
amount they are entitled to go up and more people will also become 
eligible for help in paying their council tax bills. 
The extra money will be available to help all tenants with children, 
whether they live in council housing, housing association property, or 
private rented accommodation.  Some people receiving pension credit 
may also be entitled to extra money. 
It comes about because from Monday 2nd November income from 
child benefit will no longer be taken into account when it comes to  
calculating entitlement to housing benefit and council tax benefit.  
There are also changes to the way the capital limit considered for  
pension credit is calculated. 
The Citizen Advice Bureau would urge all parents in rented             
accommodation who are not at present getting any housing benefit to 
contact them or the council’s housing benefit department as soon as 
possible to find out if they qualify for this much-needed extra help, as 
well as anyone who feels they may be affected by the change in   
capital limits in calculating pension credit. 
Need further information or Help? 
Basingstoke Citizens Advice Bureau can help you with queries you 
have on budgeting, benefits and debt, relationships, immigration, em-
ployment issues, and consumer rights. We operate a drop-in service 
10-3.30 Monday to Friday (except Thursday) and Saturday mornings 
10-12.  The Advice Line telephone number is 01256 322814 
The CAB outreach service in Popley operates on a Monday afternoon 
from 1-3.30pm at the Bermuda Practice, Shakespeare House Health 
Centre, Shakespeare Road, Popley 



 

 

M. Elliott 
Builders 

FREE ESTIMATES 
No job too small 

Garden Walls 
Patios 

Extensions 
Driveways 

Block paving 
Steps 
etc. 

Telephone 01256 334233 
Mobile 07729263775 
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MOBILE LIBRARY 
Near Sherfield on Loddon  
Village Hall 
Fridays  
11th December 
January 8th 
January 22nd 
3.25p to 3.50pm 

  CLIFT SURGERY  BRAMLEY 
announces a new Patient Participation Group.   

from Sally Handford, John Fergusson, Richard Pettifer, Emma Williams, 
Nalin Jayawardena, Rhydian Vaughan 

 
The Clift Surgery at Bramley has established a Patient Participation Group, 
which consists of representatives of Patients, the Practice Doctors/Nurses 
and the Practice management staff. The purpose of the Group is to establish 
a formal liaison between the Practice and its patients which can act as a  
conduit for new ideas on how the operation of the Practice can be improved 
for the benefit of patients, for problems with any aspects of the present   
Practice operating arrangements, the Practice facilities or any other non  
clinical aspect of patient/Practice relations.  The Group will not deal with any 
specific problem between a particular patient and a particular practitioner, for 
which other channels exist. 
 The Group will be able to consider any representations made to it on any 
matter within its competence by individual patients or groups of patients and 
will make recommendations to the Practice for action to be taken where   
possible. Patients are encouraged to bring to the notice of the Group        
anything that they would like the Group to consider. They can do this,   
anonymously if they wish, by emailing their point(s) to reception.clift@nhs.net 
or by writing to; The Chairman, Patient Participation Group, Clift Surgery, 
Minchens Lane, Bramley, Tadley Hants  RG26 5BH. 
 This is your opportunity to get involved with the GP Services provided for 
you. Please do not be backward in coming forward, your input is welcomed! 
 The Group has been formed initially from six patient volunteers* who have 
been approached to serve but membership will be strictly time limited and 
replacement volunteers to serve on the Group in due course are very       
welcome to put their names forward to the Practice Manager at the Surgery. 



 

 
Solar Water Heating Accredited Installer 

Free Initial Survey and Estimate 
Telephone: 01256 882309 

PLUMBING & HEATING 

OFTEC registered  
Oil boiler installer 

Unit 2  Berry Court Business Park 
Bramley Road, Little London 

Tel: 01256 880044 
Fax 01256 880046 

Email: admin@pscservices.co.uk 
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A NEW SCHOOL PRAYER? 
Passed to us by Claire King from Australia, previously of  
Sherfield on Loddon.   
This poem is written by a 15yr. old school boy in Ohio, USA. 
Is Britain going this way too?  Should it?  Shouldn’t it? 

1 

Now I sit me down in school 

Where praying is against the rule 

For this great nation under God 

Finds mention of Him very odd. 

2 

If scripture now the class recites, 

It violates the Bill of Rights. 

And anytime my head I bow 

Becomes a Federal matter now. 

3 

Our hair can be purple, orange or green. 

That’s no offense; it’s a freedom scene. 

The law is specific, the law is precise’ 

Prayers spoken aloud are a serious vice. 

4 

For praying in a public hall 

Might offend someone with no faith at all. 

In silence alone we must meditate, 

God’s name is prohibited by the state. 

5 

We’re allowed to cuss and dress like freaks, 

And pierce our noses, tongues and cheeks. 

They outlawed guns, but first ‘twas the Bible. 

To quote the Good Book makes me liable. 

6 

We can elect a pregnant Senior Queen, 

And the unwed daddy, our senior King. 

Its “inappropriate” to teach right from wrong. 

We’re taught such “judgements” do not belong. 

7 

We can get our condoms and birth control, 

Study witchcraft, vampires and totem poles, 

But the Ten Commandments are not allowed. 

No Word of God must reach this crowd. 

8 

It’s scary here I must confess, 

When chaos reigns the school’s a mess. 

So, Lord, this silent plea I make: 

Should I be shot. My soul please take! 

Amen 

Claire has written a letter to us, from Downunder.   
Read it on page 24. 

 



 

 

 

 

     
Rewires, Fuseboxes,  

security lights 
Garden lights, alarms 

quotes free 

  www.j-elec.com  
info@j-elec.com 

0118 942 7553    
Mob 07856 478829 
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Prayer for the Month.  Lord Jesus Christ, at Christmas time we re-
member how you entered your world and it did not know you; how 
you came to your people and they would not receive you; how 
when you were born there was no room in the inn. You had come to 
set people free, to break down the barriers which keep us apart. 
Yet your love was rejected and  your grace ignored. Today we are 
no better, we spurn your guidance and forget your goodness. We 
talk of commitment but our faith is weak.  We talk of involvement 
but remain selfish and self-centred. You came not for the few but 
for all, not only for the good but for the unlovely and those whom 
the world rejects as undesirable. You look deep into the hearts of 
all and where we see ugliness you see  something precious. Help us  
to recognise that no one is outside the breadth of your love or the 
scope of your mercy. Help us at this Christmas time to reach out to 
all around us so that we may show your love for us in all our actions 
and the world may recognise  that you are truly Lord of all. In Jesus 
name we pray.  Amen 

Prayer Points for December/January  Give thanks for those who gave 
of their time and energy to make our Christmas festivities and our 
Christmas worship successful and fulfilling. 
Pray for all families as we approach the holiday season. May they 
have safe journeys and be united in their love for each other. 
Pray for those who could be alone at Christmas that their need of 
fellowship and friendship will be recognised by those around them. 
Pray for the homeless and those without food or water or shelter 
this Christmas that the world will not forget them. 
Pray for the world so full of anxieties and worries, uncertain of the 
future and unsure of the way forward. May the New Year bring 
fresh hope for everyone. 
Pray that the New Year will be a time of new beginnings for         
Afghanistan and Pakistan and for our forces as they strive for peace 
in that war torn country. 

Prayer and Reflection  
Contributed by Dr. John Williams 
 
Text for the month – John 1 :  10 -12 
He was in the world, and though the world was 
made through him, the world did not recognize 
him.  He came to that which was his own, but 
his own did not receive him.   Yet to all who 
received him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of 
God--.      The NIV BibleNIV Bible 



 

 

 

GDancePolishing.com 
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SHERFIELD ON LODDON 

POST OFFICE &  

STORES 

Tel: 01256 882210 
THE POST OFFICE NOW DOES 

ROAD TAX,  

TRAVEL INSURANCE,  

PERSONAL LOANS,  
CAR INSURANCE,                       

FOREIGN EXCHANGE ETC. 

For a Warm Friendly Welcome 

THE SHOP IN SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON 
Selling a vast range of groceries including: 

Local Bakery bread & Cakes:        Market fresh fruit & veg. 
Quality fresh meat & poultry:       Excellent selection of Wine 

Beer Spirits & Tobacco;                 
All at competitive prices 

THE SHOP, Reading Road, Sherfield 
Telephone: 01256 882234 

Open: Monday—Saturday 7.00 am to 7.00 pm 
Sundays 9.00 am to 5.00 pm 

Orders taken for Delivery 
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CHANGING LANDSCAPES 
Garden design and clearance. Fencing/hedging. lawn cutting 
plus gutter cleaning and repairs. 
Please call 01256 702705 or mobile 07765 153 569 

LOCAL DECORATING SERVICES 
Experienced decorator for both interior and exterior.  Local   
references available plus photo portfolio.  Competitive prices.  
No job too small.  Call for free estimate.  Adam 01256 883171 
or 07957 642068 

SM
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LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER                                                          
Self Assessment Tax Returns + Arrears + Claims + Payroll + 
Self Employed + VAT Returns.  Initial consultation free.                       
Call 07920 112533 or email to david_hitchins@msn.com 

PC SUPPORT 
For upgrades, repairs, internet access and wireless problems,  
virus removal, data recovery, friendly advice and speedy help 
in times of PC crisis call Ian on 07977 143310. £20 per hour. 

WEBSITE DESIGN  For websites from a little as £25, backed up 
by a full management service.  The web your way.  Phone 
07984033914. www.villagewebshop.co.uk 

BURGLAR ALARMS--SECURITY SYSTEMS Small and friendly 
SSAIB and police approved security company offers   
competitive quotations for burglar  alarms and security 
systems.   
Tel. 01256 276 016. E-mail info@allsecuresecurity.co.uk 

FITMAMA-MATERNITY HEALTH & FITNESS  
Pregnancy exercise. Postnatal exercise. Pelvic floor & core 
repair. Classes & Private Sessions available.  07753 668 843 

PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR and EXTERIOR DECORATOR 
First class job guaranteed.  Over 30 years experience. No job 
too small.  For a free competitive estimate ring Ian on 01256 
882132 or mobile 07876021772  

Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

REFLEXOLOGY    Feeling under the weather/post flu?              
Reflexology can put you back on your feet!  Maternity and    
Fertility reflexology also.  Call Sally on 01256 882133 
www.sallysfootworks.co.uk 
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OVERCOME YOUR FEARS AND ANXIETIES 
Thought field therapy (TFT) will rapidly eliminate all kinds of 
emotional distress, smoking, overeating, etc. If you would like 
your emotional distress removed call Tony for an appointment. 
01256 787056 or 07825040606 or tony@3sense.co.uk.  

PILATES CLASSES 
Run by chartered Physiotherapist. Small group sessions at 
Sherfield Village Hall. Call Kate Varney on 01256 880201 or 
07809407585. Email varney456@btinternet.com 

FATHER CHRISTMAS COSTUME for hire.  A superior outfit 
as Father Christmas himself would wear. Not thin       
polyester!  £10 per day. H&S excludes reusing a beard! 
New beard £5. Telephone 01256 882099. 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
Established local reliable company. From dripping taps to 
bathroom refurbishments. Gas Safe approved (Corgi), boiler 
servicing and replacements. Lady plumber available. Contact 
Niall on 01256 818086 / 07774741021 

PART TIME EMPLOYMENT REQUIRED 
I have Post Office /Retail experience as well as a strong 25+ 
years  sales office (U.K. & Export) background with several blue 
chip companies. Please telephone 01256 882254 

WAG TAILS DOG SERVICE. 
Are you looking for a  reliable trustworthy local dog walker in 
Sherfield, Bramley, Chineham, and Old Basing. Please contact 
Katie on 01256 880446 or mobile 07985157700 

SM
A

LL A
D

VER
TISEM

EN
TS 

For either type of advertisement the email address is:   

advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE 
Small ads. are £4 monthly for a maximum of 30 words.   
Space permitting. Requests are dealt with in order. 
Contact Winston Bruce 01256 883277  
Display ads. Price varies according to your requirements. 
Please contact Pip Iles  01256 880559 to discuss all aspect of      
display advertisements featured in this magazine 

Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 



 

 

 Petra Jewellery 
Established 1979 
    Independent    

Family Jewellers 

 

www.petrajewellery.com 
01256 355945 

Viables Craft Centre, Basingstoke, RG22 4BJ 

Repairs & Alterations 

Commission work 

Free design consultations 

Wedding and                  
Engagement Rings 

Fine diamond specialists 

Melting down of old gold 

ELLIOTT’S 
LANDSCAPING 

Tree Surgery 
Stump Grinding 
Hedge Cutting 
Fencing 
Decking 
Power Washing 
Turfing 
Garden Maintenance 

Peter Elliott  01256 883743 
Mobile:    07725 749 644 

 

Full time childcare O-4 years.  Free 
funded hours available for over 3’s.  

Situated in Pebbles Children’s   
Centre, Chineham Park. 

E-mail:  
littlepearlsnursery@live.co.uk 

Little  
Pearls     
Nursery 

Tel:01256 462804 or 
01256 464750 

Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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Bruce Batting 

Chris Horton 

Ursula Lambden 

Sue Handasyde-Dick 

Revd. Bob Politt 

Geoff Belsham                            

Chris Russell                     

Father Vincent Harvey  

Andy Stevens 

Jean Berntsen 

Fred Berntsen  

Don Campbell  

Peggy Hutchins                        

Chris Horton 

See back pages of magazine  

Helen Belsham                           

Gill Fearon 

Penny Mayo 

Sheila Campbell (Chair) 

Ivan Gosden (Chair) 

Jayne Hawkins (Clerk) 

Mandy Jewell    

Police Control Room 

Natalie Larner 

 

Doreen Tosswill 

Nick Robinson 

Linda Sycamore 

Natalie Larner 

Norman Stanley 

Judith Sullivan                           

Geraldine House-Barklie             

Bruce Batting                         

Jean Wright  

Val Denny  
  

 
Jan Martin      

Bruce Batting 

Alan Ball 

                                                                       

882605 

882426 

882839 

882337 

882209 

882534 

01276 21469 

465214 

882414 

882798 

882798 

882953 

880903 

882426 

 

882534 

882106 

01189 332 379 

882351 

881007 

01252 673 172 

07770 471  655 

0845 045 45 45 

880075 

882210 

882344 

882722 

882341 

880075 

881021 

883551 

882536 

882605 

882845 

882410 

 

882539 

882605 

883838 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
Allotments. 

Basingstoke Gazette.    

Bingo.   

Brownies. 

St. Leonard’s Church.                              

Breach Lane Chapel. 

 

Catholic Church 

Cricket Club 

Evergreens.                    

Football (Junior)              

Football (Seniors)  

Happy Faces Playgroup 

Loddon Players 

Loddon Valley Link. 

Lunch Club.  

NWR.   

Stratfield Saye P. Council. 

Stratfield Turgis P. Meeting 

Sherfield Parish Council 

 

Police - Local beat officer 

Police - Report an incident 

Poppies. 

Post Office 

Sher. Community Care Grp  

Sherfield Fete. 

Sher. Dist. Gardening Club 

Sherfield Show. 

Short Mat Bowls. 

Toddler Group 0-5s.  

Tree Warden.  

Village Grn. Volunteers.  

Whist Drive.  

Women’s Institute 

Village Hall  

Caretaker/Bookings. 

Management Committee 

Fund Raising Committee                                                                                                                                             

Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information 
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 Loddon Valley Link Management Committee 
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Sheena Archer                Tel: 01256 882099                        
email: sheenaarcher@btinternet.com 

Editor for  
February edition.   

Use email: editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk 

Secretary                    Esme Ward            Tel. 01256 880503       
                                  email: geoc.ward@btinternet.com 
Acting Secretary:     Ilene Iles    Tel. 01256 880559 
                                    email: pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 
Hartley Rep.:              Dr. John Williams           Tel. 01256 882705 
                                  email: lawnfarm@aol.com 
Sherfield Park Rep:   Chris Wright        Tel: 01256 880436 
                                     chriswright@dartwood.wanadoo.co.uk 
Stratfield Saye Rep:  Germano Giugovaz        Tel: 01189 332166 
Editor:                         Brian Archer     Tel: 01256 882099 
March+April  2010       email: brianarcher@btinternet.com 
Editor May+June        Simon Boase    Tel. 01256 881250 
& Webmaster              email: simon.boase@bigfoot.com 
Committee Member  Claire Osborne     Tel: 01256 324458 
                                    email: guyclaire@ukonlineonline.co.uk 
Committee Member  Caroline Rowe    Tel: 01256 395027 
                                    email: carolinerowe40@hotmail.com 

All ads. email:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk 

Display adverts.   
enquiries to:    
 

Pip Iles                             Tel. 01256 880559 
email: pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 

Treasurer and            Winston Bruce                 Tel.01256 883277 
Small ads.                   email: win.bruce@tiscali.co.uk 

Deadline for small ads. for February edition 10th January 

Deadline for inclusion is January 16th 2010. 

Chairman:                   Dr. Donald Dawson    Tel. 01256 882379                        
email: dgdawson@sky.com 

Deputy Chairman:     Revd. Bob Politt     Tel. 01256 882209 
                                     email: bobpolitt@btinternet.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

CHURCH OFFICERS 
Rector:        Reverend Bob Politt,      Tel: 01256 882209 
Kindly Note:          The Rector’s day off is Thursday 
Assistant Priest :Reverend Sammie Armstrong 
          Tel: 01189 816593 
Lay Readers:       Richard Elphick                Tel. 01256 882860 
         Dr. John Williams     Tel. 01256 882705 
 
ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, SHERFIELD ON LODDON 

Churchwardens: Peter Gould                Tel. 01256 882538 
         Peter Chessell                 Tel. 01256 478050 
Treasurer:         Stephen Hemmings       Tel.01256 882523 
Organists:        Mike Abrams                   Tel. 01256 881188 
         Brian Archer                            Tel. 01256 882099 
         Peggy Willson              Tel. 01256 880503 
 
ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE 

Churchwarden:   Roy Best                           Tel. 01189 882422 
Treasurer:        Robert Craig                    Tel: 01256 882253 
Organist:        Fran Oliver                Tel. 01189 268364  
 
ST.MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL 
Churchwardens: Pip Iles                          Tel. 01256 880559                       
                             Dr. John Williams                Tel. 01256 882705 
Treasurer:        Michael Webster                      Tel. 01256 882413 
Organist:             Dr. Gill Williams                  Tel. 01256 882705 
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Also see these ads. at  www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 


