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Dear Friends 
 

E verybody’s experience since the beginning of 
lockdown has been different.  For some it 
has been extremely restful and a time for 

reflection and for others it has been extremely busy and 
stressful.  I have been one of the busy ones, slightly 
envious of those who have found it so relaxing.  I am 
surprised by what I have managed to fit into a day but I 
have also noticed in recent days what is missing.  I can 
sit at my desk from 9 o’clock in the morning until 6 or 
7 in the evening with only a short break for lunch and 
hardly notice the time going by.  Of course that is 
extremely bad for me.  We all know the 
health benefits, both physical and 
mental, of taking time out during the 
day.  We kid ourselves that we are 
being productive but the reality is the 
number of hours of quality 
productivity is fewer than we imagine.   
 
So, in the last week or two I took stock 
and reintroduced three important 
elements.  First, I went back to making 
more time for more prolonged prayer 
and meditation.  As a result my day changed in terms of 
stress level and I achieved more in less time.  Second, I 
took two or three short 5 minute holidays in the garden 
to sit in the sun with a cup of coffee, smell the flowers 
and listen to the birds.  Each time I came back to the 
desk refreshed and renewed.  Third, I resolved to 
return to my watercolour painting.  I can still only 
manage 20 minutes of this a day but the effect has been 
significant.  Since I enjoy botanical painting, the focus 
on minute detail is crucial for accuracy.  Taking time to 
look at the detail within a flower, the different shapes, 
textures, colours and shadows opened my eyes again to 
the beauty and wonder of nature.  Total time taken to 
change my day, about one hour.  Result, an improved 
sense of well-being and an increased sense of internal 
rest. 
 
OK, I don’t do it perfectly every day but I manage it 
enough to make a big difference.  I am reminded of 
Jesus’ words in one of the most famous Bible verses in 
Matthew’s Gospel chapter 11 28-30. 
 
‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.’ 
 
The word “rest” in this context is not the same as 
putting your feet up with your slippers on.  It is being 

at rest in your spirit.  Rest is 
not the absence of work, 
nor is it the opposite of 
work.  It is the state of being 
at peace even in the midst of 
busyness or uproar.  Is it easy to 
achieve?  No.  Is it 
possible?  Yes, but ironically 
it takes work to achieve it.  Personally I find that rest 
and sense of purpose, as a follower of Jesus, in 
God.  He is my source, my strength and my inspiration 
but I need to make time for the reality of that to have a 
real effect on the way I live, act and serve. 

 
My hope and prayer is that those who 
have found the last weeks restful, will 
continue to weave internal rest into 
their schedule and those whose lives 
are incredibly busy will make space to 
notice the things around them, find 
short periods of quiet and instead of 
using those times to catch up, just be 
still (ideally in the presence of God 
who is with us at all times if we search 
for him).  

  
May God bless your next weeks and still your fears as 
we progress with emerging from lockdown. 
 
Stephen 
07943 014277 
Email vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
 
One recommended source of listening to the Bible 
being read by David Suchet on your phone is 
www.biblegateway.com 
Choose the New International Version UK (NIVUK)  

Minister’s Letter 

 

Three 
Important 
Elements 
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The Loddon Valley Link is compiled and edited entirely by volunteers who live in the local community and take 
part in its activities. It is normally hand distributed by volunteer neighbours to over 2,000 houses across the 
parishes of Sherfield on Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Turgis. It is 
available online at loddonvalleylink.org.uk. We return any profits to the community in the form of grants, which 
amounted to nearly £3,000 last year. 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link aims to provide accurate information but the Management Committee cannot accept any liability in respect 
of errors or omissions. Any opinions expressed in articles are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Loddon Valley Link 
Management Committee. The Committee cannot be held responsible for the reliability or quality of any goods, work or services in this 
publication or on our website. The Editor's decision as to the inclusion and content of articles is final. If inaccurate, misleading or otherwise 
inappropriate information is brought to our attention, we will make every reasonable effort to correct or remove it as soon as possible.  

W elcome to the August edition of the 
Loddon Valley Link. 

We’re doing a limited distribution again 
this month. Please collect from your nearest 
distribution point  or get the magazine online. 
www.loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

What would normally be the packed summer edition  
full of fetes, shows and parties. This edition is a bit 
different but still lots of interest.  

There’s a few changes in Sherfield village. The Four 
Horseshoes is changing hands this month. The Coffee 
Shop and Post Office is reopening and we wish 
Suzanne and the team all the best going forward (p15). 

Sherfield and District show is going online and the 
committee have been working hard to make it happen. 
However it won’t work without all of you 
photographing your entries and putting them in. They 
especially want to see scarecrows (p11). 

Basingstoke's new radio station HHCR is looking for 
volunteers (p6). 

Stratfield Turgis has to have its annual parish meeting 
to sign off the accounts so there will be a small 
gathering on the cricket pitch on the 6th August.. (p51). 

Talking of cricket our centre pages cover Stratfield 
Turgis and Hartley Wespall Cricket Club is getting back 
into the swing of things. (p26). 

We’ve got contributions from our MP (p20) and 
borough councillor Chris Tomblin p(22).  

The Loddon Valley Link is giving out money again in 
the form of grants to local organisations. We look 
forward to hearing from you so we can help (p30).  

We’ve got our annual cover photo competition coming 
up too. Email your entries to the editor (p21)  

All that and the villages are slowly getting back to 
whatever the new normal will be. The Village Hall has 
news (p12) as does Sherfield Park Community Centre 
(p13).  

Let us have your feedback on the magazine by 
contacting the editor at 
editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk. If you would like to 

support the Loddon 
Valley Link you can do 
this at: 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/loddonvalleylink/. 
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We are tentatively moving forward in starting to hold 
some services in Church.. These services are listed 
above. At St Leonard’s there will be a Said Morning 
Worship at 8.30am on 1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday in 
August. At St Mary’s Hartley Wespall there will be a 
6.30pm Evensong on the 1st and 3rd Sunday in August 
(please check with Stephen or Pip beforehand that the 
service is running). There will be no service at St Mary’s 
Stratfield Saye in August.. The 10.00 am online service 
will also be running every Sunday.    

We continue to enjoy online services in the benefice. 
The service consists of the usual texts from Common 
Worship; our Rector Stephen sends the service in 
advance by email so you can follow them along with 
the screen display. Hymns appear on screen so that you 
can sing along (but everyone is muted - no need to 
worry about being heard! especially as it is not possible 
to sync multiple voices in a video). We can even have 
something akin to our usual coffee after the service, by 

meeting in groups in separate online rooms and having 
a catch-up. If you don’t have a laptop or tablet you can 
still join in by phone.   

Thanks once again to everyone involved in leading the 
services, and those who provide great online support. 

We warmly welcome anyone who wishes to join us at 
the online weekly services. Stephen also emails out the 
services every week.  

If you would like to be included in the circulation list 
for service recordings and texts or would like to 
participate in the online services please contact our 
Rector Stephen via email at: vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com. 
You can also connect with what’s happening at 
www.stleonardschurch.co.uk/and also at 
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18307/. If you 
click on ‘More Information’ in the left hand panel you 
will find links to all the benefice churches.   

Parish Registers 
FUNERAL 

Brian Bates,  26th June 2020  St Leonard's (at the crematorium)  

Sunday 2nd Aug  Trinity 8 

8.30am Said Morning Worship St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Holy Communion Online 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Sunday 9th Aug  Trinity 9 

10.00am Morning Worship Online 

Sunday 16th Aug  Trinity 10 

8.30am Said Morning Worship St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Holy Communion  Online 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall       

Sunday 23rd Aug  Trinity 11 

10.00am Together in Worship Online 

Sunday 30th Aug  Trinity 12 

8.30am Said Morning Worship St Leonard’s Sherfield      

10.00am Holy Communion       Online 

 

Services August 2020 

Please note all services held in Church will follow Government and Medical advice  

concerning the coronavirus (including cleaning, hand sanitising and social distancing). 
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Catholic Services 

St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke. 

Public Worship Suspended 

Please call 01256 465214  

www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk 

Live-streamed Sunday Masses 9am, 11am  

 
Baptist Chapel 

Breach Lane Chapel, Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416 

Services for July 

Due to the current problems with the coronavirus pandemic, the regular Sunday morning services have been 
suspended on the advice from the Baptist Union of Great Britain.  

If normal chapel events and services re-commence on Sunday July 26th, the following programme will apply For 
more details please contact Geoffrey Belsham on 01256 882534 

A reminder that there are various sources of 
information, help and advice at the present time.  

Hantshelp4vulnerable helps residents who are 
shielding residents, for example if they are over 70 
or have a medical condition, and do not have help 
from family and friends. You can register for 
urgent support for essential food, household 
supplies and collection of medication. The 
helpline is available seven days a week, from 9am 
to 5pm, by calling 0333 370 4000.  

The latest update on Basingstoke and Deane’s 
coronavirus page includes information on the 
Council’s financial support for businesses and 

residents, bin collections, safe shopping guidance 
and council tax support: 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/coronavirus 

The government’s page has all the details of 
current official thinking and guidance, including 
their regular announcements: 
www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

The NHS web site has information on symptoms, 
test and trace, and self-isolation. 
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

Use the NHS 111 online coronavirus service to 
check if you need medical help.  

Coronavirus Information 

Sunday 2nd 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

Tuesday 4th 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel including Film Show plus 
BOOK SALE 

Thursday 6th 7pm Bible Study led by Steve Smith 

Sunday 9th 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

Sunday 16th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen including Holy Communion 

Tuesday 18th 10am Drop In & Open Morning at the Chapel including Film Show plus 
BOOK SALE 

Thursday 
20th 

7pm Bible Study led by Steve Smith 

Sunday 23rd 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Sunday 30th 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:www.stleonardschurch.co.uk/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18307/
http://www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/coronavirus
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
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A s parents, many of us know the importance of 
our children having access to computers in 
order to keep up with education. More and 

more assignments are completed and submitted 
remotely and children without regular access to 
technology are disadvantaged compared to their peers. 
Covid-19 and its restrictions have only exaggerated this 
disadvantage. 

Fleet Lions Club had begun an initiative to collect, 
refurbish and donate computers to families whose 
children do not have access to them. Their efforts have 
continued during “lockdown” and have now extended 
into the Basingstoke area via the Basingstoke Volunteer 
Association and local Lions Clubs. Since “lockdown”, 
the initiative has been able to donate over 300 
computers to families to assist children with remote 
learning. However, there is always a need for more 
technology. 

Every year, millions of still-usable, surplus PCs are sent 
to landfills or put into storage. Getting the maximum 
use out of existing computers—through programs that 
support donation, refurbishment, and redistribution of 
used PCs—is also an environmentally responsible 

choice. These refurbished PCs help make technology 
accessible to people and organizations that cannot 
afford new computers. 

If you would like to donate any old technology to help 
a child achieve their potential, please email Sarah 
Williams at swilliams@bvaction.org.uk who will arrange 
collection.  

Alternatively, please email it@fleetlions.org.uk for more 
information and to donate. 

 

Help a child maintain their education in the next school year 
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M atthew 11:28-30  

“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on 
religion? Come to me. Get away with me 

and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a 
real rest. Walk with me and work with me—watch how 
I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t 
lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company 
with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.” 

The Message (MSG) Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 
by Eugene H. Peterson 

Prayer points for August 

We continue to pray for all throughout the world who 
are affected by the Coronavirus; for all who are ill and 
for those who are still being shielded. We pray for all 
whose livelihoods are affected by the economic impact 
of these last weeks and for safety as people begin to 
resume normal activities. We pray for all who are carers 
and medical practitioners and for those seeking 
solutions in the scientific community. We pray for our 
government, that you will guide them to wise decisions, 
listening to the advice of others. Give them the wisdom 
and strength they need to bring stability to our nation. 

We pray for ourselves that we, in the busyness of life, 

will find rest for our 
souls in you and peace 
in every circumstance, 
knowing that you fully 
understand our 
humanity. We pray also 
for our homes and 
families. As we begin to 
return to a new normal, 
help us to be wise and 
vigilant without living 
in fear. Thank you too 
for all who continue to volunteer to help the 
vulnerable. Bless those who freely give their time and 
resources to this end. 

We pray for all who grieve the loss of loved ones, 
whether recently or in the past, and we ask for your 
comfort and peace. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Prayers for August 

 

Area Lead Volunteer/Co-ordinator Services Offered 
Community Base or 
Organisation 

Bramley 
Beckie Bethall 07427 434042 / 
d.bethell@virgin.net 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Welfare Checks 

Clift Meadow Pavillion 

Sherfield on Loddon 
Judith Sullivan 07702 822262 
sullivan_judith@yahoo.co.uk  

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Telephone 
Befriending 

Sherfield on Loddon 
Support 

Sherfield Park 
Dawn Wright (01256 959150)  
dawn@inhouse-catering-solutions.com 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Food Parcels 

n/a 

Stratfield Saye 
Mandy Atkinson 01189814538 
admin@tadleycommunitycentre.org.uk 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Food Parcels 

Tadley Community 
Centre 

Local Volunteer Contacts 
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I n your garden - August 2020 

Summer has arrived and the long period of 
lockdown is hopefully easing.  Garden centres 
are open subject to care and common sense 

distancing.  The RHS gardens and the National Garden 
Scheme are all opening up again.  Now is the time to 
enjoy the luxuriant growth of plants, flowers and 
vegetables. 
The Sherfield & District Flower and Produce Show is fast 
approaching.  6th September is the big day and full details 
of how to enter are set out elsewhere in the Loddon Link.  
Please enter your photographs of flowers, plants, your 
gardens, etc. and make it a bumper Show - ON LINE. 
Jobs for August 
As temperatures rise and rain diminishes, drought may be 
a problem so water carefully and keep an eye open for 
wilting plants, particularly in containers.  A good soak is 
what is needed not just a quick spray.  Use saved 
rainwater if you have a water butt and water in the 
evening to give plants an opportunity to absorb as much 
as possible over night. 
August is the time for picking lots of flowers, fruit and 
vegetables.  Keep a carefully eye on when everything is at 
its best.  Plants want to produce their seeds so if you do 
not pick or deadhead then they will stop flowering.  
Sweet peas, dahlia and all sorts of annuals need to be 
picked and deadheaded regularly. 
Start planning for next year.  What has worked well this 
year and what do you want to grow next ? 

Make a list so that you don’t forget 
when the seed catalogues start 
arriving.  It is tempting to order 
far too many packets of seeds 
which are expensive and a waste, 
so limit your range of flowers and 
vegetables. 
Feed plants in containers every 7 
to 10 days with tomato feed. 
Don’t cut the grass too short in 
the dry weather. 
Pick the soft fruit before the wasps 

get there.  
It is not too late to grow lettuces from seed in the ground 
or containers. 
Potatoes are ready for digging. 
If you are able to get away for a well earned holiday 
break, then plan ahead and arrange a friendly neighbour 
to pick, deadhead and water. 
If you are staying at home, sit back and enjoy the sun and 
your gardens. 
Don’t forget to take photographs of your flowers, 
vegetables and produce for the ON LINE Show. 

Yes we’re taking the show online this year. 
We thought that it would be fun for our 
villages to showcase all your hard work in 
the garden and at home with photographs.   
The new website will show  the categories 
and classes available  and from the 21st 
allow you to enter online and upload your 
photos. There will be no judging this year 
apart from the Scarecrow competition so get snapping. 
The lack of judging may take away the competitive edge 
but let’s just show off our achievements and there will be 
plenty of prizes and cups next year when the Show 
resumes on the 7th September 2021. 
 
We have created 8 categories for everyone to enter which 
will give plenty of scope to show what you have been up 
to.  It is a great opportunity for new or young gardeners 
to have a try at showing their produce and also to show 
any projects that you have been working on with the 
children. 
There will be a prize for the best and most imaginative 
Scarecrow dressed as ‘Key Workers’ competition.  
Scarecrows should be placed in your front gardens 
anytime after 21st August and photographs entered on 
line.   
The entry form is on the Show website 
www.sherfieldshow.org.uk  Entry is simple.  Upload your 
photos into the 8 categories: 

SCARECROW  
UNDER 14’s 

GARDEN 
FRUIT & VEGETABLES 

FLOWERS 
HANDICRAFT & BAKING 
ART & WRITTEN WORD 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
The website will be available for entries from 21st August 
and entries closed on Friday 4th September. 
Any entries in the Photography section can have been 
taken at anytime since the last Show in September 2019. 
If you are having difficulty making your entries then help 
is available from - 
enquires@sherfieldshow.org.uk 
Richard, Natalie, Pat or Simon will get back to you 
quickly. 

www.sherfieldshow.org.uk 
 

Richard Elphick 
07767 004820 

SHERFIELD and DISTRICT FLOWER and PRODUCE SHOW  
Plan your entries now for the online show 6th September 2020 
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Please contact the Centre for more information on  

manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk or  

admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk (t) 01256 883967 

SHERFIELD PARK COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Reg. Charity No 

1170953 

We have survived 20 weeks of lockdown as we enter August!   

Although, the Community Centre remains closed, in addition to Willowdene 
Nursery being open, July saw the reopening of D&D Beauty (in line with 
government and industry guidelines) and it’s great to see that they will be able to 
offer further treatments from this month too! Works continues on our reopening 
plans; we are keeping in touch with our regular hirers/users whilst monitoring 
government announcements. Looking forward to when we are ready to reopen the 
doors, date to be confirmed, a newsletter will be send out shortly... 

In the meantime PLEASE continue to follow government advice:  

Stay Alert, Control the Virus, Save Lives, Best Wishes Louise & Sarah  

The Food Hub continues to need support, the Community Centre is a drop off 
location for donations. While we are closed you can place items in the plastic 
boxes outside the main entrance doors, they will be emptied throughout the day, 
then donations delivered to Spotlight.  

Summer 2020 is on! 

Following the updated government and FA guide-
lines, we are pleased to confirm that   Challenger 
Sports will be here for this  

Summer's, Football Feast!  

Places are  limited for full details please send an 
email to Liam: 

ljames@challengersports.com 

Are you a keen amateur baker, gardener or photographer? If yes, why not enter 
the annual Sherfield and District show. There is even a Scarecrow trail this year, 
check out the categories www.sherfieldshow.org.uk   

SHERFIELD SHOW 
54th Flower, Produce & Craft Show Sunday 6th September 

http://www.sherfieldshow.org.uk
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Home & Garden Services-Sherfield is 
a local company that specialises in 
providing value for money solutions 

for all of your home and garden 
improvements, maintenance and 

repairs. One off jobs - big or small - 
and regular maintenance services to 

keep your property and garden in 
good order 

Fully insured  

Best prices - All work guaranteed 

Home 
Household Repairs 
Patios  -  Painting 
Plumbing - Paving 

01256 358870 
07825 685923 

Garden 
Scarifying 
Rotovating 
Trimming 
Mowing 
Aquatics 
Maintenance 
Fencing 

Tree 
Surgery 
and 
Seasoned 
Logs 

www.hgs-sherfield.co.uk 

www.tranquilbeauty.co.uk 
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I t was only recently we learnt that the cafe 
wouldn’t be reopening  and hence the village 
risked being without a post office too.  However 

the Dodds stepped in very quickly and set to work 
ensuring that Sherfield could keep its post office and 
provide a thriving coffee shop to support it.  

The first key step was appointing an experienced 
manager, Suzanne Nixon, to get things going from the 

ground up. Suzanne's enthusiasm 
and energy have driven the 
complete strip out and 
refurbishment of the 
building. As we go to press 
that is still a work in 
progress but Suzanne is 
moving work forward 
quickly aiming for an early 
august opening date.  

This will be closely 
followed by the reopening of the Post 

Office led by Fran Lacey as the postmistress.  

Suzanne is looking forward to inviting people in to 
enjoy a great cup of locally roasted coffee (other 
beverages will be available), award winning cakes and a 
chat. 

There will be hot and cold food  available all day 
including breakfast with locally sourced sausages and 

bacon from the butcher, Steve.  

Say hi to Suzanne if you're 
walking past, I’m certainly 
looking forward to sampling 
the delights of Sherfield’s brand 
new Coffee Shop. 

Find out more and check the website for progress 
updates. 
www.thecoffeeshop.uk.com 
Facebook :  
www.facebook.com/The Coffee Shop 

The coffee shop is coming back to Sherfield 

P eople in the borough are being encouraged 
to join a new initiative to help water young 
trees across Basingstoke and Deane during 

the summer months. 
‘Water Me’ gives residents the opportunity to help 
support Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council’s 
watering programme by providing the trees with 
additional water when the weather is dry. Each tree 
will have a label attached to it and residents are 
encouraged to find their nearest one and to help to 
water it – preferably using recycled water such as 
washing up or rain water. 
The council plants a number new trees every year and 
waters them during their first year of growth. This year 
there are 183 trees included in the council’s watering 
schedule.  

Cabinet Member for Planning, Infrastructure and 
Natural Environment Cllr Mark Ruffell said: “Every 
year we plant additional trees providing a positive 
contribution to the borough’s natural environment, a 
habitat for wildlife and to help shape our landscape. 
The council carries out a rigorous programme of 
watering during the summer months but when it is 
particularly dry, our residents can help by providing 
extra water, to ensure that these young trees have the 
very best chance.”  
 

Scheme to help the borough’s young trees through the summer 
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F ollowing the Government’s Advice on the 
Corona Virus and with the safety in mind for 
Parish Councillors and Residents the Parish 

Council will not be holding any physical meetings until 
it is advised that is  allowed to do so. If you have any 
questions or queries please feel free to contact the 
Clerk on Clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk as the 
Parish Council is still working.  The Parish Council  will 
be holding remote meetings. These will be advertised 
on our Facebook page and on our website.  

The Tennis Courts are open and will be free to use!  
Thanks must go to Cllrs Effiong, Morgan and Attwood 
for facilitating this. However, in order to comply with 
the Government Guidelines there needs to be a 
booking system and Cllr. Effiong has agreed to man 
this voluntarily. If you don’t get her when you ring 
please call back and leave a message as of course she 
can’t always guarantee to be available. She respectfully 
requests you be cautious over the timing of your calls. 
Once you have booked you will be given a code to 
enter the Courts. This code will be regularly changed. 
Your details will be held for 21 days to facilitate Track 
and Trace. Please do not go to the Shop as they won’t 
be able to help you. The Rules and Regulations can be 
found on our website and on the fence at the Tennis 
Courts. The Parish Council hopes that every-one will 
comply with the new way of working so Tennis can be 
enjoyed again. The Play Area remains closed.  

It has come to the attention of the Parish Council that 
someone is leaving food out on the Village Green, this 
includes quiches, potatoes, tomatoes and bread. Please 
can the Parish Council respectfully request that this is 
stopped immediately. This is dangerous to animals  and 
Wildlife and is actually considered Fly-Tipping. There 

has been some rather large vet bills due 
to dogs eating this discarded food. 

The Parish Council has been asked to consider 
purchasing the Telephone Box and making it into a 
Book exchange, however there is currently a working 
phone in the Telephone box. The Parish Council  
would like to hear your views please on this idea but 
also if you do use the Telephone please let us know. 
We would prefer this feedback by email but if you 
don’t have access to email please feel free to call the 
Karen on 01256842662.  

The Countryside Code 

Respect other people  
Consider the local community and other people 
enjoying the outdoors. 
Park carefully so access to gateways and driveways are 
clear. 
Leave gates and property as you find them. 
Follow paths but give way to others where it’s narrow 
Protect the natural environment . 
Leave no trace of your visit, take all your litter home  
Don’t have BBQs or fires. 
Keep dogs under effective control. 
Dog poo - bag it and bin it Enjoy the outdoors. 
Plan ahead, check what facilities are open, be prepared  
Follow advice and local signs and obey social distancing 
measures. 

Karen Ross, Clerk to Sherfield on Loddon Parish 
Council 

PO Box 6862, Basingstoke RG24 4QZ  Telephone: 
01256 842662 
Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 

Update from Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 

T 
he Village Green Volunteers have 
been busy during lockdown delivering 
flowers to those people isolating or 

shielding. To date they have delivered 72 posies 
which have been very well received by the 
villagers.  

The flowers are grown by Vanessa Attwood and 
arranged by Anna McGeough. If you know of 
anyone who is isolating and would like a posy 
please call 01256 881760 and leave a message. 
Thank you.  

Village Green Volunteers 
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O fficial guidance continues to evolve, however the 
information in this article was correct as of 9th July 
2020. 

Since I last updated you, our recovery plan has seen 
measures slowly lifting. It is fantastic news that we’re 
still meeting the five tests – and the Chief Medical 
Officer has now downgraded our alert level too.  

To draw on what Boris said: our long, national 
hibernation is beginning to come to an end – and our 
shops, streets and homes are returning to a new 
normal.  

To help you see more of your friends and family, get 
businesses back on their feet and get people back into 
work, I’m delighted to be able to share some more key 
information with you, on how we have been able to lift 
the ‘lockdown’ since July – so long as we continue to 
apply a dash of common sense. 

1. SEEING LOVED ONES. Two households – now 
of any size – can meet, indoors or out. Crucially, you 
can swap households; for example, you can meet one 
set of grandparents one weekend and the others the 
following weekend. Social distancing does still apply. 

2. GOING OUT. While, to keep you safe, indoors 
hospitality is limited to table service with minimal 
contact, restaurants and pubs are reopening. Crucially, 
businesses are collecting customer contact details in 
case NHS Test and Trace need to get in touch. A 50% 
‘Eat Out to Help Out’ discount, up to £10 per head, 
will be available Monday to Wednesday throughout 
August too. 

3. HAIRCUT TIME. I know many folk have needed 
a trim as badly as I do, so it’s good news hairdressers 
can now reopen too. They must take appropriate 
precautions, such as using visors – and the government 
intends to open other ‘close contact’ businesses, as 
soon as they are confident they are safe too – and I’m 
delighted to have had my first haircut on 8th July! 

4. SUMMER HOLIDAYS. The last few months have 
challenged everyone, though the British weather has 
been a glimmer of sunshine. Everyone needs a break so 
self-contained accommodation – including hotels, 
B&Bs and campsites – can open, although only two 
households may stay together. Even if you can’t get 
away, outdoor playgrounds, theme parks, museums, 
cinemas and libraries can open, where they can do so 
safely. Taskforces are working hard on opening close-
proximity venues, such as swimming pools, too. 

5. PLACES OF WORSHIP. I know this has been 
one of the hardest things for many people, so churches 

can take another step and 
reopen for private prayer 
and services; weddings 
can resume too, with a 
maximum of 30 guests in 
attendance. (See page 3 for 
our local churches advice). 

6. EDUCATION. Many pupils are now back to 
school, but full attendance for the rest of our children 
will resume in September. In the meantime, 
wraparound care for school-age children and formal 
childcare will restart over the summer too, building on 
the £1 billion recently committed to help children 
‘catch-up’ on learning. 

7. ECONOMY. VAT on tourism and hospitality will 
be cut and there’ll be no stamp duty on homes worth 
up to half a million pounds until March. Meanwhile, a 
new ‘Jobs Retention Bonus’ will help protect 
furloughed jobs and a ‘kick-start’ scheme will pay 
employers to create new jobs for 16 to 24-year-olds. 

8. SOCIAL DISTANCING. Many of these steps are 
underpinned by the new social distancing guidance. 
You should still keep two metres apart if possible, but 
the scientific experts have judged that ‘mitigations’ 
make the risk broadly equivalent at one metre (around 
three feet). Detailed guidance is online, but please do 
send me an email if you need some help, to: 
email@ranil.uk. 

Thank you, once again, to everyone who has been 
following the guidance. I’ve seen how the common 
sense and community spirit of people across North 
East Hampshire has truly shone through. Continuing as 
we have will carry us forward and help see us to victory 
– together – over this virus.  

 
Ranil Jayawardena MP,  

(01256) 702468 
(020) 7219 3637 
email@ranil.uk 

www.ranil.uk 

 

Ranil Writes  
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Loddon Valley Link Photo Competition 2020 

We are always looking to add to our collection of  photogrtaphs 
to feature on the cover and inside the magazine. This year we 

particularly need them as we also have plans to produce a 
calendar.  

Although the Show will not take place in its usual form in the 
Village Hall this year we still plan to run our annual 

competition.  

So get snapping as you walk round our lovely parishes and 
send in your pictures. 

Pictures should be submitted electronically to the editor as 
high definition portrait aspect ratio jpg or png files.  

Subject matter can be almost anything - nature, local life, 
quirky images or photos that tell a story.  

 
We have two categories: 

 

Adults  

Under 16s (so get your children using their phones) 

 

Closing date for submissions: 15th August 2019 

 

The small print. By submitting a photo you warrant that you own the image and any copyright 
associated with it and give permission for the Loddon Valley Link to use such image for the 

purposes of marketing the Loddon Valley Link.  

mailto:email@ranil.uk
mailto:email@ranil.uk
mailto:www.ranil.uk
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I t has been a while since I last wrote an 
article for the Loddon Valley Link. Firstly, 
I think I should thank those of you who 
kindly elected me back in October! 

Such a lot has happened since then and our world has 
been turned upside down. I truly hope you have all 
stayed safe and well and those who have lost someone I 
deeply sympathise with. COVID hit us like a train crash 
but if there is one thing that shone through it is the 
community spirit and volunteers who have given so 
much. All our key workers need praise too, you know 
who you are. 

All the borough meetings are now held on Zoom until 
we can meet in person.  

Planning  

Manydown was granted outline planning permission 
on 1st July - after 8 years - however it is not yet able to 
help with the lack of a 5 year housing supply which 
means we are vulnerable to chance applications as our 
local plan policies are seen as out of date. 

Redlands is likely to be granted reserved matters (full) 
approval very soon although the temporary access onto 

the A33 will go to the 
planning committee as Cllr 
Robinson and I are not happy with the proposals. 

Chineham shopping centre was deferred as the 
committee felt it was lacking in provision of good 
cycling and pedestrian links and the applicant had not 
shown enough detail regarding achieving zero carbon 
using renewable technologies. 

Locally 

The residents of Church End are desperate to see 
traffic calming on the stretch of the A33. This is a 
Hampshire County Council matter but it seems they 
have committed to analyse the data to see what can be 
done. You have my full support and I will do what I 
can to help. 

Council meetings are being held next week to sort out 
when we can return to normal bin collections; I am told 
we should know very soon.  

Until next time..                Chris 

Borough Cllr Chris Tomblin 

W eekly waste collections in Basingstoke 
and Deane are set to resume from 
Monday 17 August as staffing for the bin 

collection service stabilises during the pandemic.  
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council and its waste 
and recycling contractor Serco have reviewed staffing 
and are happy the weekly service can be resumed as 
lockdown measures continue to relax. The day 
residents’ bins are collected will not change.  
New subscriptions to the borough council and Hart 
District Council's popular garden waste service will 
also be available from Monday 3 August  

“It is fantastic we have seen increases in recycling 
during this period and I would like to encourage those 
residents who have coped and have made changes to 
continue their efforts and only put their waste bin out 
when they need to. Most importantly I would like to 

thank all of our residents for their patience and 
support during this difficult time, there is still a long 
way to go but I am delighted we are now able to offer 
our residents a full complement of services again.”  
For more information on waste and recycling 
collections during the pandemic visit  

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/covid-19-bins-and-recycling  

Weekly waste collections to resume mid August  
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S tratfield Turgis & Hartley Wespall Cricket 
Club is  bustling with activity. The ground has 
been maintained during the Covid lockdown 

and has been brought up to playing standards in time 
for a re-arranged set of fixtures for both Senior and 
Junior sections. After a really successful 2019 season, 
the Juniors have been first in action at practice and 

with matches with local clubs to replace cancelled 
League fixtures.  

Double-lane  practice nets were recently  

installed in the adjacent Acre Field - kindly leased to us 
by The Wellington Estate - and are in constant use. We 
also acknowledge the support of the Parish Meeting 
and many local residents and businesses including The 
Wellington Arms and Prosperity Financial Services. 

Senior Section Our 1st X1 competes in the 

Premier Division and the 2nd X1 in Division 3 of the 
Berkshire Cricket League. A midweek team plays 
enjoyable 20/20 cricket in the North Hampshire 
Evening League.  

All sides play at our home ground at THE GREEN 
(RG27 0AG), with its traditional cricket pavilion and 
Acre Academy field set in surrounding North 
Hampshire countryside. 

Junior Section A thriving and successful Junior 

Section for both boys and girls, competing in a very 

entertaining North Hampshire Youth Cricket League 
at four levels: u-9/u-11/u-13/u-15. (Many of our original 
u-11s are nearing eligibility for the Senior Section!). The 
hugely popular All Stars Cricket (for 5-8 year olds) was 
unfortunately, a casualty of Covid - and cancelled by 
the English Cricket Board until 2021.  

 

NEW INTO THE AREA OR LOOKING FOR A 
NEW CLUB?       Please email 
stratfieldturgiscc@gmail.com for more information, or 
use our contact page  
www.stratfieldturgiscc.co.uk/contact/default.aspx. 

Stratfield Turgis and Hartley Wespall Cricket Club 
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CHATTERBOX 

 
https://www.stratfieldturgiscc.co.uk/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StratfieldT
urgisAndHartleyWespallCricketClub/ 

 
STHWCC 

 
stratfield_turgis_cc 

Useful 
Contacts 

Martin T    07785 580456 
Manoj G    07552 114188 

https://www.stratfieldturgiscc.co.uk/contact/default.aspx
https://www.stratfieldturgiscc.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/StratfieldTurgisAndHartleyWespallCricketClub/
https://www.facebook.com/StratfieldTurgisAndHartleyWespallCricketClub/
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I t has been very strange time in school 
and across the world for the last few 
months. Some children have not been 

in school since March and others have been 
in school all through lockdown because their 
parents are keyworkers. The children who 
have been learning at home have been 
working hard using online platforms Tapestry 
(Year R) and SeeSaw (Year 1 & 2) and 
teachers have loved to see all their learning.  

In school children have been kept in small 
groups called ‘bubbles’ with a teacher and 
learning support assistant and fewer 
children so that there can be some social 
distancing. We have introduced a new 
learning mascot – Wendy the Wellbeing 
Wombat. Wendy has 7 beautiful different 

coloured bubbles, all 
the colours of the 
rainbow! Wendy gave 
each of the classes 
one of her coloured 
bubbles to look 
after. To help look 
after the children in 
bubbles, Wendy has 
some special rules to 
follow about how to 
stay safe and well at 
school, which the 

children have been using really well.  Each of 
the bubbles has thought about what they 
have enjoyed doing whilst at school. 

Red Bubble have really enjoyed our recent 
pirate topic. We made pirate hats, maps and 
telescopes and then helped Pirate Jack find 
his lost treasure. First we had to build a 
pirate ship and then we set sail through the 
shark infested waters where we found Pirate 
Jack's treasure hidden in the woodland 
area!  

Orange Bubble have enjoyed the sunny 
weather, exploring in the woodland area, 
going on bug hunts and nature walks around 
the school field. We have also enjoyed being 
pirates, making our own boats out of lollypop 
sticks to see if they would float or sink when 
we tested them in water. We wrote a 
prediction to say what we thought might 
happen (if they would float or sink). We also 
particularly enjoyed being superheroes doing 
some super writing about our special powers. 

 

 

We have been very 
impressed with the 
writing produced by all 
of the children in 
Yellow Bubble 
recently.  Each week our learning is based 
around a book and this has really fired up 
their imaginations; they especially enjoyed 
'Supertato,' and 'Ten Little Pirates.' 

Green Bubble have been enjoying doing some 
fun maths, playing bingo and learning how to 
play board games. We have enjoyed having 
more time to talk to each other and helping 
to keep each other safe. 

Blue Bubble have loved spending time in class 
with their friends, and have enjoyed having 
their own personal Lego box!  We have loved 
learning outdoors and especially enjoyed 
learning about types of trees.  We practised 
the skills for Sports Day and it really paid 
off when we won the trophy!  We were so 
proud to win and were really happy that our 
ball bouncing skills had improved since 
lockdown started.  We have been super 
resilient and kind and been looking after 
each other when we feel tired. We have 
been ambitious in our learning and confident 
in our abilities. 

Indigo Bubble have really enjoyed making up 
stories to act out for our bubble audience. 
We also enjoyed decorating the room with 
our own bunting and had fun dancing at the 
bubble disco! 

In Violet Bubble we have really enjoyed 
being able to see our friends again.  We have 
been doing lots of fun activities including 
drawing and painting.  We loved virtual 
sports day and our socially distanced disco. 
We have enjoyed going on the laptops.  Our 
favourite week was Pirate week where we 
got to make our own pirate puppets, treasure 
maps and hats. 

We are all looking forward to meeting the 
new Year R children in September and wish 
the current Year 2 children every success in 
the Junior school. We hope you have a happy, 
safe and healthy summer holiday.  

Four Lanes Infant School Bubbles 

News Article – July (August 2020 issue)  
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M 
EETING DATES 

Sherfield Park Parish Council 

continue to meet remotely, and the 

next meeting will be on Wednesday 

9th September at 7.30pm. The agenda and supporting 

items will be available on the Parish Council Notice 

Boards and website, no less than 5 days beforehand.  

INCREASE IN LITTER 

We’ve noticed an increase in litter and discarded PPE 
around our local open spaces. If the nearest bin is full, 
please find another one or take your litter home with 
you. Dropping it is an offence that can result in a 
Fixed Penalty Notice of £75. If you spot littler, please 
report it here - www.basingstoke.gov.uk/report-litter 

AMPORT ROAD PLAY AREA 

The Parish Council have been informed that the 
community consultation event in relation to the new 
play area did not occur due to lockdown.  Face to face 
consultation on such proposals is now discouraged 
and the government is providing advice on how such 
consultation may be carried out virtually given the 
current situation.  As a result, Croudace now plan to 
carry out the community engagement electronically 
with a website set up to show the proposals and seek 
feedback. They will also be carrying out a mailshot to 
residents. 

VACANCY 

Are you interested in our local community? Do you 
have a skill or relevant experience that you would like 
to share? If so and you would like to join the Parish 
Council, there is currently a vacancy for a parishioner 
to join the team at Sherfield Park. For more 
information please contact the Clerk at  

clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

GRANT TO VICTIM SUPPORT 

The Parish Council have agreed to support a grant 
request of £50. The funds are spent locally to offer 
free confidential help to victims of crime, witnesses, 
their friends and family. 

PLAY AREAS ARE NOW OPEN 

Sherfield Park Parish Council are delighted to see our 
play areas and open spaces open and used by families. 
Please continue to enjoy the equipment, but do adhere 
to social distancing guidance and avoid over-crowding, 
wipe down equipment before and after use where 
possible, no food and drink and wash your hands 
before you leave home, and again when you are back. 

 

Tracy Hamer, Clerk & RFO to Sherfield Park Parish 

Council 

T 
he Loddon Valley Link is a church and 
village magazine that serves the community 
within the local distribution area by 

providing local information, news and articles which 
are both informative and of general interest. The 
committee continues to offer a limited number of 
grants to organisations that are, but not limited to, 
those involved with youth groups, sports or senior 
citizens. In making an application the following criteria 
apply:- 

 The organisation should be charitable or voluntary 

 The organisation must be within the magazine 
distribution area 

 The request must be for a specific item or event 

 The request would generally not exceed £200  

It must be shown in the application how the request 

will benefit the community involved with 
the organisation.  

Any request should be submitted either 
by email or in writing to the committee secretary Ilene 
Iles (see inside back of magazine for details) by 31st 
August at the latest.  

It is hoped a number of awards will be made, but this is 
dependent on applications. The committee will make 
the final decisions and all applicants will be informed of 
the outcome. Names of those successful will be printed 
in the October edition of the magazine. There is no 
appeal for applications that are not approved.  

LVL Management Committee  

Loddon Valley Link Community Grant Scheme 
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Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

   Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website: www.molegone.co.uk 
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Asking for your help 

Charlotte has been coordinating farming, education 
and enterprise projects for young people in her 
country of origin, Ghana, since 2003. Charlotte 
desperately needs our help to offset the lack of 
funding from UK fetes, businesses and donors, or 
the Ghanaian Government, during the current 
pandemic. 

Lamkotet Agricultural Enterprise farm, set up by 
Charlotte’s family, has had to suspend training and 
sell off livestock.  

Current students, like Joseph pictured here, have 
been sent back to their 
home towns, where some 
are reduced to buying and 
selling goods by the road 
side to make ends meet - 
quite desperate and sad. 

Isaac and Emmanuel’s Story  

With the help they received from 
Charlotte’s previous fundraising, 
Isaac and Emmanuel trained at 
Lamkotet.  Both young men 
qualified in poultry husbandry and 
crop production and went on to 

employment at the farm as trainee 
assistant managers.   

In the current crisis, their 
aspiration to set up their own 
farms is put on hold, but they 
continue to hope for a successful future, building 
on the support, skills and experience they gained at 
LAMKOTET. 

“The effect of the pandemic on our supported families, our 
small business enterprises and the farm has been devastating.  
Building up again will be very challenging.  However, we 
want to find a way back to giving our young people the start 
in life they deserve.” 

Ways you can help please - large or small 

 Pupil stationery: notebooks, pens, pencils, erasers, 
rulers, colours, printing paper 

 Used Computers, Laptops, Tablets 

 Tablecloths for small businesses 

 Tables and chairs for small businesses 

 Farm Equipment & Machinery 

 Tractors & Pick-up Trucks 

 Biogas, Irrigation Systems & 
Water pumps 

Thank you 

URGENT APPEAL FOLLOWING COVID CRISIS 

effects on Children, Families & Young Farmers 

Plea from Charlotte, a local resident, to support a consignment of donations 
leaving at the end of August 

    UNUSED PUPIL STATIONERY?  

           LAPSED LAPTOPS & TABLETS? 

            SURPLUS FARM MACHINERY? 
CHARLOTTE NIGHTINGALE, SHERFIELD. UK CEO Tewbit & Lamkotet 

Former mid-wife and local resident since 1982, Charlotte has been coordinating education, 

farming and enterprise projects for young people in Ghana, since 2003.   

“We are all being impacted by a world dominated by health crises and restrictions, but there is a 

disproportionate effect of Coronavirus on the poor, both here and in parts of the world with no  

benefit systems.” 

THANK YOU.  DROP OFF SMALL ITEMS AT THE COFFEE SHOP  

To drop off larger items and/or to make a donation towards shipment (any amount welcome) 

Please contact Charlotte: 07766468795   E: ceo@tewbit.com   www.tewbit.com  www.lamkotet.com  

Making a difference to young people in Ghana 

mailto:ceo@tewbit.com
http://www.tewbit.com
http://www.lamkotet.com
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West Green Road  
Hartley Wintney  

RG27 8LP 
 

Open June (date varies) to late September for 
Pick Your Own & Picked fruit, vegetables and 

flowers including Strawberries, Tayberries, 
Currants, Gooseberries, Raspberries, New 
Potatoes and Asparagus; local Honey, Free 
Range Eggs and Homemade Jams and Ice 

Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, and to place 
orders or visit  www.westgreenfruits.com 
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For further details see: 

www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-rural-east/ (for Bramley, Sherfield on Loddon, 
Hartley Wespall, Stratfield Saye, Stratfield Turgis) 

www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-east/       (for Sherfield Park) 

May Crime Update 

Bramley, Sherfield on Loddon, Hartley 
Wespall, Stratfield Saye, Stratfield Turgis 

Sherfield Park 
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A fter three months of lockdown, NWR started 
to think about holidays.  Some of us would 
have been going away in June to places like the 

Loire Valley in France, Comillas in Spain and east 
Devon, but vouchers have been obtained, refunds or 
deferred dates to next year.  So instead of actually going 
anywhere we have been emailing about favourite 
holidays taken in this country and overseas.  Some of 
the best holidays have been extended family holidays, 
staying in a resort in separate accommodation or in a 
large villa in France.   Some of us have family living 
overseas and therefore holidays have been combined 
with visiting them.  Sometimes a holiday becomes a 
memorable occasion unexpectedly, such as when 
passports were stolen in Seville and a train 
journey had to be made to Malaga to 
arrange return documents.  
Normally Malaga is just 
somewhere that you land and 
pass through, but in fact is an 
interesting town in its own 
right.  The journey was the 
highlight, passing through 
Andalucia’s ‘lake district’ at El 
Chorro.  Big birthdays are often 
celebrated with a holiday and one in 
particular took a lot of organising – a car 
trip through France, Luxembourg, Germany and 
Austria. 
Cruises are popular with some of us and a particular 
destination was a favourite – a Baltic cruise 
from St Petersburg in Russia, with a 
visit to the famous Hermitage.  
Other popular choices were 
islands.  Corfu was chosen 
twice, once for a wedding 
which combined with a 
week’s holiday in Kalami, and 
also by a family encouraged 
by the books of Gerald 
Durrell, the best known being 
‘My Family and Other Animals’.  
They stayed further along the coast 
from Kalami, at Agios Stephanos, a beautiful 
seaside village.  The husband was a dialysis patient so 
had to be accompanied by his not so mobile equipment!  
This memorable holiday was interrupted by a power cut 
during dialysis, but a back-up plan saved the day! 
Nearer to home, other islands were chosen, one being 
the Isle of Man, a British Crown Dependency with its 
own parliament, the Tynwald.  Car club members were 
able to drive the course of the TT (Tourist Trophy) 
race, for which the Isle of Man is famous.  It is also 

famous for its beautiful scenery and 
attractions such as the Laxey 
waterwheel and the mountain railway to the summit of 
Snaefell.  It is a walkers’ paradise!  Another member 
went on a round Britain cruise and a particular highlight 
was Fingal’s Cave on the Isle of Staffa.  The passage 
was accompanied by humming Mendelsohn’s overture.  
The Scilly Isles have also been visited, taking the 
Scillonian boat to St Mary’s, both times in really rough 
weather!  Luckily for one of us the weather cleared and 
the islands enjoyed, but the return was by air. 
For UK holidays, Devon was mentioned the most.  It is 
one of our larger counties with a wide variety of scenery 

including two moors – Dartmoor and Exmoor 
(although much of Exmoor is actually in 

Somerset).  One member chose 
Sidmouth as her favourite Devon 

town, with its beautiful red cliffs, 
Regency architecture and superb 
choice of places to eat, whilst 
others preferred the area 
known as South Hams, which 

includes Dartmouth, Salcombe, 
Kingsbridge and Modbury.  The 

National Trust has two spectacular 
properties in the area – Greenway, the 

summer residence of Agatha Christie which 
is on the River Dart, and Coleton Fishacre, an Arts and 
Crafts style house by the sea, which was the home of 
the D’Oyly Carte family.  A famous landmark is to be 

found at Bigbury, Burgh Island, which has an 
art deco hotel where various famous 

people have stayed, including 
Agatha Christie who wrote some 

of her books there.  It is 
possible to walk to the island 
on a causeway at low tide, but 
if you get caught, there is an 
odd looking sea tractor to 

transport you back. 
There were some funny 

anecdotes remembered, such as a 
flimsy curtain and a glass partition 

between hotel rooms and en-suites – not so 
private!  But the funniest was an old French farmhouse 
with a small window on the stairs, tucked into a corner, 
through which the downstairs bathroom could be 
viewed.  A husband, whilst carrying out his morning 
routine, was not amused to be viewed by five children 
peering through the window! 
Our next meeting will be a distanced afternoon tea in a 
garden.  

Gill Fearon 

National Women's Register 
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Puzzle Page 

www.sudokuoftheday.com  

ACROSS 

7 See, Carl’s terribly negligent (8) 

9 Rope provides a trail possibly (6) 

10 Exercise involving old writer (3) 

11 After collapse of trial be exonerated initially 

and set free (8) 

12 Man meets English student in church (6) 

13 See hate, seething hate (6) 

15 Joint in one capital or another (8) 

16 Sky’s position is beyond comprehension (5,4,4) 

20 Is Tory leader wearing female clothing in 

discomfort? (8) 

22 Long to be in a north German city (6) 

25 Body decoration is rubbish also (6) 

26 Bury woman in space (8) 

27 Partly expandable container (3) 

28 Italian city is very pleasant around end of June 

(6) 

29 Make known opening of deli is near (8) 

 
DOWN 

1 Left a container with old South American (6) 

2 To beat Germany, Spain needs show of great 

skill (6) 

3 Lawyer-speak is absurd, alleges judge finally (8) 

4 Votes and chooses to oust leader (6) 

5 I restate problem in dissertation (8) 

6 Kate somehow gets male editor to pay attention 

(4,4) 

8 Daughter keeps mansion in a mess, to give an 

honest opinion (5,4,4) 

14 Priest’s vestment for a pound (3) 

16 Like cartoon that’s lively (8) 

17 Leave behind unfashionable football shirt (8) 

18 Mattress could be most elegant (8) 

19 Tree, or remains of it after fire (3) 

21 Runs away from antelope, startled to some 

extent (6) 

23 Girl’s producing seasonal songs (6) 

24 Broken down, please pass (6) 

Set by Alberich (XC251608) 
alberichcrosswords.com 

Solutions on p. 44 
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Puzzle Solutions  

STRATFIELD SAYE VILLAGE 

HALL 
 

 

 

A small, attractive and traditional hall in New 
Street, Stratfield Saye 

Ideal for children’s parties and functions 

Ample parking 

To view or hire, contact Linda on:  

(01189)332106 

St Leonard’s Church Room is 

available for hire 
The Church Room attached to St Leonard's 
is a light modern space with kitchen (Food 

Hygiene Rating 5), and toilet facilities. 
Suitable for business and community group 

meetings or parties. Large car park.   

For more information about hiring please 
contact:  

admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk   
01256 882788 
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Building and Property Services P. 

Access4Lofts 36 

Croudace Homes 18 

ITC Roofing 19 

Millbrook Building Solutions 46 
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Worting House 35 
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Rector:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, email  
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Tuesday) 

Assistant Priest  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
sc.cedars@greenbee.net  

Curate (priest responsible for Bramley and  
Little London):  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  

Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
lgoodall.work@gmail.com 

 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, Sherfield-on-
Loddon, RG27 0JB  
Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Treasurer: Peter Martinson 07952 873274 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
 
St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
 
St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453  
rosyhannah@hotmail.com 
  

Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye  

with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and Bramley - Church Officers 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
    

All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles 
Tel. 01256 880559 

advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
 

Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month 
Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. Requests are 
dealt with in order. 
Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 

Editor for the September edition - Simon Boase 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 14th August 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee 

Chair and Editor: Jane Abrams  01256 881188  
jabrams2226@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 
advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Editor and CTO: Simon Boase  
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com 

Editor: Howard Perkins  
01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 

Chiara Ziamin 
chiara.zamin@gmail.com 

 

Claire Osborne 01256 324458 

(guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk 

Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 

Rev. Stephen Ball 01256 881071 
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 

Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
lyngiugovaz@gmail.com 

Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379  
dgdawson@sky.com 

Louise Grainger  01256 883967   
manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

                              

Loddon Valley Link  
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Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments Karen Ross  842662 

Basingstoke Gazette Chris Horton 882426 

Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr Chris Tomlinson TBC 
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr Nick Robinson 07585 578295 

Brownies Liz Hawkins 882096 

Breach Lane Chapel Geoff Belsham 882534 

Catholic Church Fr. Chris Rutledge 465214 

Clift Surgery Patient Group TBC - 

Cricket Club (Sherfield) Steve Dummer 07775 674869 

Cricket Club (Stratfield Turgis  
and Hartley Wespall) 

  

  Manoj George  (Captain) 07552 114188 

  Martin Turvey (Contact) 07785 580456 

Evergreens Jean Berntsen 882798 

Happy Faces Playgroup Viv Allway and Alison Smith 880903 

Loddon Players Peter Francis 07867 547696 

Loddon Quilters Jacky Morgan     882350 

Loddon Sports Junior Football Club Fred Berntsen 882798 

Lunch Club Helen Belsham 882534 

NWR Gill Fearon 882106 

Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 101 

Police - Sherfield Park PCSO Adam Steel 101 

Poppies Natalie Larner 880075 

Post Office Sherfield on Loddon 882210 

Rainbows Pam Luck 882687 

Sherfield Community Care Grp Basingstoke NeighbourCare 423855 

Sherfield on Loddon Fete Bruce Batting 882605 

Sherfield & District Gardening Club Dan Farrow 882680 

  Andy Morgan 882350 

Sherfield Park Community Centre Louise Grainger 883967 

Sherfield Park Parish Council Tracy Hamer 07778546477 

Sherfield & District Show Richard Elphick 07768004820 

Sherfield Village Hall     

 Caretaker/Bookings Wendy Gosden 07468 427684 

 Management Committee Ivan Gosden 07940 212441 

 Trustee   Nick Robinson 07585 578295 

Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council Karen Ross 842662 

Sherfield Village Green Volunteers John Attwood 881760 

Short Mat Bowls Norman Stanley 881021 

Stratfield Saye Parish Council Louise Webb 07771 727547 

Stratfield Saye Village Hall Linda Bishop 0118 933 2106 

Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting Sheila Campbell (Chair) 882351 

Toddler Group 0-5s TBC    

Tree Wardens John Darker 882334 

  Cllr Diana Effiong 07796 045944 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
mailto:lgoodall.work@gmail.com
mailto:rosyhannah@hotmail.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:perkinsthekeep@gmail.com
mailto:chiara.zamin@gmail.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
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 DRIVING INSTRUCTOR, SHERFIELD PARK Semi retired , 26 years experience, very 
patient, good with nervous pupils.  Good pass rate.  Covers Bramley, Sherfield , Chineham.  
Reasonable rates. Contact Graham 07806469963/barney0729@icloud.com 

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced, 
local lady who cleans every corner. References. Tel 07933 316989 or e-mail 
mariacleaning@live.co.uk  

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, 
payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, re
-wires, lights etc.  No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, jce.morris@outlook.com   

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden 
maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 0784 230 3366 . E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com 

ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 words. Anything from lost cats to small 
services. Just drop an email to:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Who are you for?

Adults 18+ affected by long-term health

conditions, physical inactivity and/or social

isolation and loneliness, registered at the following

GP practices:

Chineham Medical Practice

Cl ift Surgery

Whitewater Health

Talk to your GP

receptionist today to

make an appointment

with Kirsty or Anca.

What do you do?

We help people feel

better connected and

enjoy the benefits of

being more involved in

their local community.

How do I get in touch?

Email: kirstyfry@redcross.org.uk

Kirsty: 07834335221

Anca:  07872047461

WELLBEING COMMUNITY CONNECTORS

The Power of Kindness
Page 51 

A change to allow couples to separate without having 
to blame each other has moved a step closer to 
becoming law. 

MPs recently debated the Divorce, Dissolution and 
Separation Bill during its second reading in Parliament. 

The Bill has already been passed by the House of Lords 
and it is hoped by many that the law could now come 
into effect in a matter of months. 

According to Hayley Eachus, who heads the Family 
Law team at Phillips Solicitors incorporating Brain 
Chase Coles, this will be the biggest shake up in divorce 
law in England and Wales for 50 years. 

Under the current law, unless a person can prove their 
marriage has broken down due to adultery, 
unreasonable behaviour or desertion, the only way to 
get a divorce without a spouse’s consent is to live apart 
for five years. 

The key change is that people will be able to seek a no-
blame divorce by only having to state that the marriage 
has irretrievably broken down. 

Hayley said: “When the reform finally goes ahead, the 

concept of fault or blame will be 
removed from the process and 
spouses could lose the right to 
contest a divorce. 

“For years we in the legal 
profession have been warning that the existing 
legislation often leads to unnecessary painful and 
destructive marriage break-ups. 

“The current divorce law is archaic and unfair because 
of its heavy reliance on using fault as a basis of divorce 
which inevitably heightens emotions in an already a 
difficult situation.” 

We Are Here To Help 

If you are considering divorcing or separating from 
your partner, whether you are married or not, please do 
not hesitate to contact Hayley - see phone no./ email 
address/website below.hayley.eachus@phillips-
law.co.uk 
 

No-fault divorce moves a step closer 

01256 460830 
hayley.eachus@phillips-law.co.uk 

 

The AGM will be held on  

Sunday 16
th

 August 2020 

Commencing at 1400 
Outside  

Stratfield Turgis Cricket Pavilion  

on the Recreation Ground 

It’s a bit different this year. We are meeting outside and practicing 
social distancing.  

mailto:barney0729@icloud.com
mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:jce.morris@outlook.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
mailto:hayley.eachus@phillips-law.co.uk
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