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B 
y the time you read this it will be around Easter 
and I unashamedly intend to address that in this 
letter. 

During Lent we had a sudden flurry of funerals.  Very 
often at a funeral a poem entitled “Death Is Nothing 
At All” by Canon Henry Scott Holland, is requested.  It 
has never been one of my personal choices because, if 
you think about it, far from being ‘nothing at all’, the 
separation and pain of death seems to me to be quite a 
big deal.  How can it be nothing at all, it hurts too 
much?  Having been requested again I decided to look 
a bit deeper at the reason for Scott’s writing of it.  The 
poem was first written for and read at a sermon that 
Scott Holland gave in St Paul’s Cathedral on 15th May 
1910 following the death of King Edward VII as his 
body lay in state.  In many ways it was an 
Easter sermon. 

 

As he considers what a lifeless body consists 
of, he says that everything we knew about 
that person is still true.  None of it has gone 
away. “It is not death” he writes, “nobody is 
dead, it would be too ludicrous to suppose 
it.  What has death to do with us?  How can 
we die?  Everything we cared for and loved 
exists.  Physical death has no meaning, no 
relation to it.”  He then goes on to say that what 
mattered was the “life with its moral quality, personal 
characteristics, its intense and vivid charm, its 
individual experiences, its personal story;  the tone of 
its voice, the pressure of its presence felt as surely now 
as once through eye and hand; the tenderness, the 
beauty, the force of the living will - its faults, and its 
struggles, and its victories, and its maturity, and its 
quivering affection.  What has death to do with these?  
They are our undying possession”. 

 

However, Scott Holland doesn’t stop there at the real 
but nevertheless emotional aspects of relationships.  He 
bases what he says in something deeper.  In a nutshell 
he makes this point: that because of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus and, since through his death and 
resurrection, death itself has been defeated and, since 
through faith in Jesus we have become sons and 
daughters of God, we have already moved from 
darkness to light.  “Already we are in Jesus: already we 
are of his body; already we live by his light and taste his 
pardon and his peace.  The Jesus who we see and know 
now, is the Jesus whom we shall still see and know then 
… In the power of the Spirit we are already passed 
from death to life.  Death is behind us, not in front”.  

 

Scott Holland is not 
saying that the pain we 
feel at parting is 
inconsequential.  It is 
not.  Instead he is 
identifying where our hope 
as followers of Jesus is.  
Namely that in the cold 
light of day death itself 
is no longer of 
consequence to those who put their faith in Jesus.  By 
faith in Jesus we are rescued from darkness to light, 
from hopelessness and despair to life in his presence 
forever.  That is what we celebrate at Easter, that is 
what we should shout from the rooftops.  The key to 

accessing this amazing grace is simply to 
say “yes” to Jesus’ call to follow him.   

 

You are invited to join us in celebrating 
God’s victory over death in our Easter 
services.  Please call me if I can help 
further or pray with you. 

 

Every blessing in Christ 

Stephen 

07943 014277 

Email: vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 

 

The complete version of Scott Holland’s the poem can 
be found at the link below. 

www.gurteen.com/gurteen/gurteen.nsf/id/L004175/ 

Minister’s Letter 

“It is not 
death”  
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The Loddon Valley Link is compiled and edited entirely by volunteers who live in the local community and take 
part in its activities. It is normally hand distributed by volunteer neighbours to over 2,000 houses across the 
parishes of Sherfield on Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Turgis. It is 
available online at loddonvalleylink.org.uk. We return any profits to the community in the form of grants, which 
amounted to nearly £4,000 last year. 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link aims to provide accurate information but the Management Committee cannot accept any liability in 
respect of errors or omissions. Any opinions expressed in articles are those of the author and not necessarily those of the Loddon Valley 
Link Management Committee. The Committee cannot be held responsible for the reliability or quality of any goods, work or services in this 
publication or on our website. The Editor's decision as to the inclusion and content of articles is final. If inaccurate, misleading or otherwise 
inappropriate information is brought to our attention, we will make every reasonable effort to correct or remove it as soon as possible.  

W 
elcome to the April edition of the 
Loddon Valley Link. It’s our third 
lockdown edition of the third 

lockdown due to Covid. We’re dipping our toes in 
more normal waters so if you live in Stratfield Saye 
or Sherfield Park our intrepid volunteer delivery 
team will be pushing the magazine through your 
letterbox. Everywhere else will have to collect. All 
being well we should be back to the full house to 
house delivery next month.  

Following the Vernal equinox on 20 March 
heralding Spring our centre pages focus on some 
of the wonderful flora on show in our area and 
further afield.   

We at the Loddon Valley Link are looking for 
some help. We need another editor to help share 
the load. Otherwise we’ll have to explore other 
options such as reducing the amount of magazines 
from the current 11 per annum. It’s fun getting 
involved with the local community and being part 
of a team. Full training and support are available. 
Please let us know if you’re interested,  

We’re always looking to enhance the magazine too 
and particularly from a digital aspect. If you think 
you can help with this we’re looking for a digital 
marketeer. 

Our local councillors aren’t contributing this 
month due to the upcoming elections. These are 
the first under the new boundary changes with all 
of us now in Bramley or Chineham  wards. 

Our cover photo this month is of the Loddon 
from Joanna Webster. Keep your photos coming 
in. as we have our annual photo competition 
coming later in the year. 

We’ve a few of the usual reports from the parishes 
but hopefully more next month. 

We’d like more of your 
contributions too, so if 
you would like to let us 
know how you survived 
lockdown please send in 
a short article.  

Let us have your feedback on the magazine by 
contacting the editor at: 
editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk, and remember 
that you can support the Loddon Valley Link at 
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/ 
causes/loddonvalleylink/. 
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Thursday 1st April  Maundy Thursday 

10.00am Maundy Thursday Communion Online 

Friday 2nd April  Good Friday 

11.00am Hour at the foot of the Cross Online on behalf of Hartley Wespall 

Sunday 4th April  Easter Day 

8.30am Holy Communion St Leonard’s  ** 

10.00am Easter Family Communion Online 

10.00am Family Communion by ext St Mary’s Hartley Wespall  ** 

Sunday 11th April  Easter 2 

8.30am Morning Worship St Leonard’s  ** 

10.00am Morning Worship Online 

Sunday 18th April  Easter 3 

8.30am Holy Communion St Leonard’s  ** 

10.00am HolyCommunion Online 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall  ** 

Sunday 25th April  Easter 4 

8.30am Holy Communion St Leonard’s  ** 

10.00am Together in Worship Online 

Sunday 2nd May  Easter 5 

8.30am Holy Communion St Leonard’s  ** 

10.00am Holy Communion Online 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall  ** 

 

 

Services April 2021 

Online services -  All are very welcome to join the Online services, please contact Stephen 
for details - vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
 

** In Church services - IMPORTANT - Please contact Stephen 
(vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com) to register attendance for services. Do not attend a service in 
Church unless you have registered. In line with covid restrictions there will be social 
distancing, hand sanitising and the need to wear a mask. 
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Catholic Services 
St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke. 

Public Worship Suspended 
Please call 01256 465214  

www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk 

Live-streamed Sunday Masses 9am, 11am  

Baptist Chapel Services  
 Breach Lane Chapel, Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416 

 

In time for our centenary in February 2024, we have started a project to record the history of the chapel from the 
original opening in 1831 through to 1980 when the chapel re-opened in its current guise.  
Any information would be welcomed. 

Thursday 1st 7pm Bible Study via ZOOM 

Friday 2nd 10.30am GOOD FRIDAY Service led by Geoff Belsham 

Sunday 4th 10.30am EASTER SUNDAY Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

Sunday 11th 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

Thursday 15th 7pm Bible Study via ZOOM 

Sunday 18th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen with Holy Communion 

Sunday 25th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Thursday 29th 7pm Bible Study via ZOOM 

Plus   

Every Tuesday 10am Open Morning at the Chapel – & from April 13th there will 
be a book sale outside the chapel (weather permitting) 

Every Tuesday 11.30am Mid-week Service at the Chapel 

April 2021 

Easter Services 

 

We are currently planning to hold Services in our Churches  on 
Easter Day.  

All are very welcome! 

Because of  Covid restrictions we do require you ahead of  the 
day to register your planned attendance at services.  

Please contact Stephen -  vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com - to register. 

http://www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk
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Percy’s Plant Sale Is Back!! 
 

22nd May 2021,  

Sherfield Village Hall – 9.30am – 12noon 

(subject to Covid Restrictions) 

 

Come along and enjoy the morning.  A wide variety of  plants will be avail-
able ready for your Spring Planting and offered at very keen prices. 

If  you would like to contribute to our sale please bring your plants along, 
duly labelled, on the day 9am – 9.30.  There will be everything from toma-
toes, beans, cabbages, courgettes, strawberries and bedding plants, peren-
nials, geraniums, pelargoniums + + +.   
 

 

A regular local village event held jointly by  

Sherfield Village Hall,  Sherfield Gardening Club  

and St Leonards Church.   

 

Further details contact Dan Farrow 01256 882680  

   

Parish Registers 
 
 

FUNERALS 
 

 Kathleen Gaiger     4th March    St Bede’s/St Leonard’s 

 June Lillian Best    12th March    Stratfield Saye 

 Philippa Dobson                 15th March 2021                 Hartley Wespall 

 Ellen Sarah Vincent    22nd March   St Leonard’s 

 Barbara Hoskins   31st March    St Leonard’s 

 Gillian (Gill) Musson    1st April    St Leonard’s 
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D 
ear Friends, 

In the UK it is good to hear that many people 
have received their first vaccine and also about 

recent national development for the 
months ahead. We lay all 
plans before God! 
Thank you 
to 

everyone 
for your 
prayers for my 
father who continues 
to be doing well on the 
current medication he is on. Having 
time with family this Christmas was such a precious 
gift. Melina and I went back to Uganda with much 
more peace of mind with the knowledge of my Dad’s 
good health. 
Here in Uganda it is post-election and so far we are 
grateful that there have not been any large outbreaks of 
violence. However, fair elections are still something to 
be desired here in Uganda. Opposition leader, 
Kyagulanyi and his followers cries, for now remain 
silenced. 
At the start of March, three classes of school going 
children have been allowed to go back to school. It is 
good to see children in their uniforms travelling to 
school after a year away. We look forward to when all 
children will be able to go to school (hopefully by late 
June). 
Last year I shared about the Hope Academy Human 
Rights project. The Human Rights project continues 
into 2021 and so far I have been collating training 
workshops from the three trainers (including myself) so 

that we can have a manual that can be shared more 
widely across the network. Children’s Rights is an 
ongoing agenda and this manual will be a tool to 

empower children to know their rights and 
walk on with confidence. 

After a very quiet season 
with SPLASH Dance 

Company it is good 
to be able to 

share that the 
registration 

process 
has 
been 

approved 
with just a 

few additional 
documents needed 

to secure our name 
and become an official 

entity. Being registered will be a 
big step forward in many ways and we 

look forward to what lies ahead. 
Let the lighter days remind you that a new day and way 
is coming, 
With love, 
Helen 
 
PRAISE POINTS  

 My father’s strength and health despite the 
immediate diagnosis 

 A special Christmas with family 

Safe travel to and from the UK 

PRAYER POINTS  

 Children to continue learning and staying safe 
whether in or out of school 

 Completion of the Human Rights Manual 

Completion of SPLASH Dance Company registration  

Church Mission Society from Helen Kisakye 
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1 Corinthians 15: 54 - 56  

(It’s worth reading the whole of this passage). 

 

 “When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, 
and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written 
will come true: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’  
‘Where, O death, is your victory?   Where, O death, is your 
sting?’ 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But 
thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ”. 

Gracious Father, Holy God, thank you for your 
amazing grace in Jesus.  Thank you that, in this Easter 
season, we celebrate new life in him and new life 
around us.  Thank you that, as we open ourselves up to 
you, so you fill us with new hope, new vision and give 
us a new future.  We pray for all who hear the Easter 
message this year.  Help us to make resurrection power 
real in our own lives.  Release us from our need to be 
religious and enable us to share Christ’s risen power in 
the ordinary and everyday things as we share life in our 
families and communities. 

Thank you for the many ways in which people in these 
communities continue to work together as we make 
our way out of lockdown.  Despite our own need to 
feel free to pursue our lives once again, please give us 

the patience and compassion to 
bear the needs of others in 
mind.  Help us to find new and 
creative ways to have fun and 
enjoy life this summer.   

We pray for all who suffer in body, mind or spirit, all 
who are lonely or feel trapped, all who don’t know 
where to turn for support and all whose financial 
situation is getting them down.  Help us to be able to 
identify those in need.  We pray for organisations and 
agencies who are tasked with bringing comfort and aid 
and we pray that we will be generous in our support of 
them. 

 We remember all who have died and we pray for the 
families of those whose funerals have taken place in the 
last month.  Be near them in their grief, may they know 
the comfort of your presence and bless the comfort 
and support they give each other.  We ask all of these 
prayers confident that you hear us and in Jesus’ name.    
Amen. 

The pain and shame, the death and glory, 
The name and fame, another story. 

The prophets told what God would do, 
And Jesus bold said 'trust me too'. 

 
Disciples fled and hid apart, 

While Jesus bled, he lost his heart. 
'It's not my will, but God's alone 
For your sins now, I will atone'. 

 
They took him down and buried him, 

Was crucified, but had no sin. 
He rose again, death overcome, 

With no more pain, his mission done. 
 

And now he lives and looks for you, 
And what he gives is life anew. 

Don't let this goal just pass you by, 
But give your soul before you die. 

 
 
     Donald Dawson 
 

Easter Poem. 

Prayer Page 
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Area Lead Volunteer/Co-ordinator Services Offered 
Community Base or 
Organisation 

Bramley 
Beckie Bethall 07427 434042 / 
d.bethell@virgin.net 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Welfare Checks 

Clift Meadow Pavillion 

Sherfield on Loddon 
Jan Holden 07780 661606 
jan.holden@btconnect.com 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Telephone 
Befriending 

Sherfield on Loddon 
Support 

Sherfield Park 
Dawn Wright (01256 959150)  
dawn@inhouse-catering-solutions.com 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Food Parcels 

n/a 

Stratfield Saye 
Mandy Atkinson 01189814538 
admin@tadleycommunitycentre.org.uk 

Food shopping, Prescription 
Collections, Food Parcels 

Tadley Community 
Centre 

Local Volunteer Contacts 

S 
t Leonard's church in Sherfield will 

soon need a new roof for their 

church building. This is going to 

cost at least £200,000 pounds, a not 

inconsiderable sum of money. 

Some members have already 

started planning how they might 

help raise the cash and our two 

organists, Andrew Doggart and 

Mike Abrams, have come up 

with the notion of a sponsored 

organ-playing marathon. It will 

be held on Saturday 29th May 

in St. Leonard's church, where 

Mike will be playing the church 

organ already there and Andrew 

will be playing a large digital 

organ, hired from Viscount Organs 

in Oxford. They'll be playing in 2 

hour stints non-stop for at least 12 

hours, or until they can't take it anymore! 

The repertoire will include pieces from all 

eras of classical music and plenty of hymns. It's 

hoped to live-stream the event and, if Covid 

measures allow, to serve tea and coffee 

for those who may want to come 

along and listen. Details about how 

to sponsor them will follow in 

the next edition, so please do 

look out for these instructions 

and plan to come along to 

support them if you can. And 

do please plan to make a 

donation, whether large or 

small, it will all help. Tell 

your friends about it as well! 

 

Organ Marathon!  

mailto:d.bethell@virgin.net
mailto:jan.holden@btconnect.com
mailto:dawn@inhouse-catering-solutions.com
mailto:admin@tadleycommunitycentre.org.uk
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Please contact the Centre for more information on  

manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk or  

admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk (t) 01256 883967 

SHERFIELD PARK COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Reg. Charity No 1170953 

Yay! At long last from Monday 12th April we will have reopened our doors for 
children’s activities… Our regular classes, Tots Play, Caterpillar Music, 
Theatre4Kids and our Youth Club will resume sessions, please contact them direct 
to book your place. Providing the roadmap out of lockdown continues to go to plan 
all other classes and activities will restart from Monday 17th May. 

MOBILE COFFEE VAN will be outside the Centre on  

Tuesdays 6th & 13th April from 10am to 12 noon  

PRIZES For Pre-school, Infants, Juniors, Secondary school 
children and 16+ years old 

COLLECT your pack from the box outside the Centre  

SUBMIT your entry by 5pm on FRIDAY 16 APRIL 

Good Luck! 

EASTER SCAVENGER HUNT FROM 2ND TO 16TH APRIL 

Sadly, due to COVID we will have missed two beloved Sherfests and our 10th birthday 
(May 2021) however, we are in the process of organising an event for our local 
community so look out for Picnic In The Park.  Save the date, 4th Sept 2021 
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Home & Garden Services-Sherfield is a 
local company that specialises in providing 

value for money solutions for all of your 
home and garden improvements, 

maintenance and repairs. One off jobs - big 
or small - and regular maintenance services 
to keep your property and garden in good 

order 

Fully insured  

Best prices - All work guaranteed 

Home 
Household Repairs 
Patios  -  Painting 
Plumbing - Paving 

01256 358870 
07825 685923 

Garden 
Scarifying 
Rotovating 
Trimming 
Mowing 
Aquatics 
Maintenance 
Fencing 

Tree 
Surgery and 
Seasoned 
Logs 

www.hgs-sherfield.co.uk 
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T 
he census is a survey that happens every 
10 years and gives us a picture of all the 
people and households in England and 

Wales. The census has just taken place. 
Answers to the census questions will help 
organisations make decisions on planning and 
funding public services in your area, including 
transport, education and healthcare. 
https://census.gov.uk/about-the-census/ 
 
This full census with personal details is ebargoed 
for a hundred years but the Office for National 
Statistics has announced that it aims to produce 
the statistical data over the next two years - the 
census first release within the first year after 
Census Day and all other data within two years of 
Census Day.  
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/
censustransformationprogramme/
census2021outputs/releaseplans 
 
The first government census in Britain was taken 
in 1801. It may have been prompted by a book 
called An Essay on the Principle of Population, 
written by Thomas Malthus in 1798. Malthus 
wrote that the population was growing so quickly 
that the country would soon not be able to feed 
itself. It would be important therefore for the 
government to find out how many people it did 
have to feed. 
 
There has been a census every ten years since, 
apart from in 1941 due to the Second World War. 
Between 1801 and 1831 the census contained only 
general information about numbers of people. The 
1841 census was the first to list the names of every 
individual in a household. 
The 1931 census isn't available because it was destroyed 
in a fire. 

The census can be a really valuable source for 
helping us to find out about the past. After 1851 it 
recorded the age of each person, their relationship 
within the family (such as wife, son or daughter) 
occupation (job) and place of birth. As everybody 
in the country was asked the same questions it can 
be used to compare different areas at the same 
time or over a period of time. 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/r
esources/census-detective/ 
 
The 1921 census is due to be published by 
Findmypast early in 2022.  
 
By 1921 there were 38 million people in England 
and Wales. It was obviously poignant, because it 
was the first census after the First World War, so 
children were asked whether their mother or their 
father or both were dead. It was the first look at 
the impact of the war. It was also the first time 
people were asked whether a marriage had been 
dissolved by divorce, and they were asked about 
the workplace of their employer. When it’s 
released, people will be able to see who their 
relatives worked with. 
 
It was also the first time the RAF had been 
included in the census so it includes RAF staff in 
overseas stations. We actually removed a couple of 
questions as well. In the 1911 census we asked 
about the length of the present marriage, the total 
number of children born and the number still 
living, but in 1921 we only asked about how  
many children or stepchildren the family had, and 
how many were still alive. 
https://www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com
/news/when-will-the-1921-census-be-available/ 

 

https://census.gov.uk/about-the-census/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/censustransformationprogramme/census2021outputs/releaseplans
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/censustransformationprogramme/census2021outputs/releaseplans
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/censustransformationprogramme/census2021outputs/releaseplans
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/census-detective/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/census-detective/
https://www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/news/when-will-the-1921-census-be-available/
https://www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/news/when-will-the-1921-census-be-available/
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Loddon Valley Link Photo Competition  
2021 

 

 

 

 

 

We now have a collection of  lovely photos to use for our covers, so thank you 
to everyone who has sent theirs in. We still want to increase our collection so 

we are again running our Annual Photo Cover Competition, with prizes 
presented at the Sherfield & District Show in September.  

So get snapping as you walk round our lovely parishes and send in your 
pictures. 

Pictures should be submitted electronically to the editor as high definition 
portrait aspect ratio jpg or png files.  

Subject matter can be almost anything - nature, local life, quirky images or 
photos that tell a story.  

We have two categories: 

Adults  

Under 16s (so get your children using their phones) 

 

Closing date for submissions: 15th August 2021 

 

The small print. By submitting a photo you warrant that you own the image and any copyright associated 
with it and give permission for the Loddon Valley Link to use such image for the purposes of marketing the 

Loddon Valley Link.  
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For further details see: 

www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-rural-east/ for Bramley, Sherfield 
on Loddon, Hartley Wespall, Stratfield Saye, Stratfield Turgis 

www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-east/ for Sherfield Park) 

Please note that not all crimes that occurred can be shown on the map.  

Crime Figures for January 2021 

Sherfield Park 

Sherfield-on-Loddon, Hartley Wespall, Stratfield Saye and Stratfield Turgis 

http://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-rural-east/
http://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/hampshire-constabulary/basingstoke-east/
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H 
uge strides are being made locally this 
month. Every day, we are seeing a more pos-
itive outlook.  

Well over 30,000 residents in North East Hampshire 
have been vaccinated so far – over a third of local peo-
ple – with 99.8% of over 65s having been vaccinated in 
the North Hampshire and Farnham CCG area. Nation-
ally, over 24 million people have been vaccinated as I 
write this today. Having visited two of the local vac-
cination centres myself, I can testify to the enormous 
effort being made by our medical and volunteer teams 
– it’s no wonder our area is storming ahead!   

Thanks to this rollout that last month, the Prime Minis-
ter set out our national roadmap out of coronavirus 
restrictions. It is a well thought through, cautious, but 
optimistic approach. Full details can be found 
at: gov.uk/coronavirus. 

I know this has been a tough time. HM Government 
has sought to help as many people as possible by 
providing £407 billion in extra support. I know that 
this support has very much been welcomed locally and 
has helped countless people and businesses weather the 
storm.   

The best way to help people and businesses out of 
these troubled times is to reopen the economy in line 
with the roadmap. Last week, the Chancellor set out his 
plan for Britain’s recovery. Businesses – big and small – 
in North East Hampshire will be able to access new 

grants and loans; benefit from 
the continuation in the VAT 
and business rates reduction; 
an extension to the Self-
Employed Income Support and 
‘Furlough’ Schemes; and a doubling of the apprentice-
ships payments for all new hires, of any age.   

To help household finances further, the planned in-
creases on fuel and alcohol duty have been cancelled, 
which may be helpful to you as we begin to see family 
and friends again at Easter! And I know many people 
will be pleased to know that there will now be an ex-
tension of the Stamp Duty cut by three months, plus – 
being in an area with higher-than-average house prices 
– it’s fantastic news that there should be more 95% 
LTV mortgages available for those looking to make the 
step from tenant to homeowner.   

The programme is working. People in North East 
Hampshire are being offered a vaccine. There is further 
to go, but the roadmap is clear and the light at the end 
of the tunnel is getting brighter still. For the latest up-
dates, you can follow me on Facebook (“Ranil Jayawar-
dena MP” – original, I know!) or sign up to my news-
letter at: ranil.uk/newsletter – and, if you need my help, 
please send me a message to: email@ranil.uk 

Ranil Jayawardena MP 

North East Hampshire 

Ranil Writes 

C 
roquet: six hoops, four balls, a mallet and a 
patch of grass. Sounds easy enough? 

However croquet is a game of skill and strate-
gy, angles, tactics and guile. A bit like snooker on grass. 
It is enjoyable at all levels and you don’t need to be an 
athlete to play it. 

There is now an excellent facility in Basingstoke with a 
top class lawn and a cosy clubhouse. 

We will be following government Covid guidance 
which at the time of writing means we will be starting 
play from the 29th March.  

If you would like to give it a try get in touch with us via 
the contact form on our website – address below. 
Equipment will be provided, just wear casual comforta-
ble clothes and flat shoes. There is no charge for an 
initial try-out. While you are waiting we have some ex-
cellent training videos on the website well worth a look. 

We are based in St Andrews Road in South Ham, 
please see our website for more information: 

www.basingstokecroquet.co.uk 

PLAY CROQUET! 

Page 23 
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http://ranil.uk/newsletter
mailto:email@ranil.uk
http://www.basingstokecroquet.co.uk
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Wild daffodil 

Lemon hued, with petals the colour of clotted cream 

W 
hether pushing through the grass of a damp meadow or forming rippling rivers of gold in the 
dappled shade of ancient woodland, the sight of wild daffodils is a true spring-time treat.  

Scientific name: Narcissus pseudonarcissus 

The bright yellow daffodils that adorn our roadsides and parks are likely to be garden varieties. Head to a 
woodland or damp meadow in North or South West England, or Wales, to see a true wild daffodil.  

Height: up to 30cm 

March to April 

About 
The yellow trumpets of daffodils brighten up the dullest 
spring day as they cluster together in gardens, on 
roadsides and in parks during March and April. But these 
are often the planted or escaped garden varieties. A real 
treat is spotting a wild daffodil among the dappled shade 
of an ancient woodland, or pushing up through the 
grasses of a damp meadow. Once abundant and hand-
picked for markets, this wildflower is now much rarer, 
having declined during the 19th century as a result of 
habitat loss. It can be seen in parts of south Devon, the 
Black Mountains in Wales, the Lake District in Cumbria, 
and along the Gloucestershire-Herefordshire border  

How to identify 
The wild daffodil has narrow, grey-green leaves and a familiar daffodil flower, but with pale yellow petals 
surrounding a darker yellow trumpet; this two-tone look is one way to tell them apart from their garden 
relatives. The wild daffodil is also relatively short and forms clumps, carpeting the ground.  

Did you know? 
Also commonly known as the 'Lent Lily' for its long association with Easter celebrations, the Wild daffodil 
got its Latin name, Narcissus, from an Ancient Greek myth. Narcissus fell in love with his own reflection in a 
pool of water, becoming so obsessed that he fell in and drowned. The nodding head of the wild daffodil 
embodies Narcissus bending over the water and it's said that the first flower sprang from where he died. 

How people can help 
The Wildlife Trusts manage many woodland nature reserves sympathetically for the benefit of all kinds of 
wildlife. A mix of coppicing, scrub-cutting, ride maintenance and non-intervention all help woodland wildlife 
to thrive. You can help too: volunteer for your local Wildlife Trust and you could be involved in everything 
from traditional forest crafts to surveying for woodland plants.  
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April Wildlife Experiences from Hampshire Wildlife Trust 
As spring gets into its stride, bluebells burst into colour in our ancient wood-
lands. 

Around mid to late April is the ideal time to catch bluebells in full bloom creating one of our most breathtaking 
natural spectacles. 

Woodland rides, where bluebell bulbs have lain dormant for 
months, are lit up with sapphire as they race to flower before 
the other woodland plants, and take advantage of the sun 
streaming through leafless trees above. 

The UK is home to more than half the world’s population of 
Hyacinthoides non-scripta, making the bluebell our unofficial 
national flower, and their presence is a sure sign of very old 
woodland. 

How to do it: 
Do a little research to find out where your nearest ancient woodland is. Further afield we have Shutts Copse or 
 Roydon Woods. Then pick a sunny day, when the dappled light will be at its best, and head into the woods. And 
while you’re there, remember it’s not just about the colour. The flowers have a distinctive if subtle sweet scent: 
get down amongst the nodding flower heads and take a deep sniff. 

Around our area  we have lots of ancient woodland which quickly bursts into life. Remember not to pick but 
share the experience, take photos and send them in to us.  

https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/wildflowers/bluebell
https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/nature-reserves/shutts-copse-nature-reserve
http://www.hiwwt.org.uk/reserves/roydon-woods
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Sunday 22nd August 2021  
from 11.00 - 16.00  

O 
ne of the highlights of the Basingstoke year! A 

date for your diary and something to look 
forward to after the restrictions of lockdown 

 

 
 

The War Memorial Park, Basingstoke, RG21 4AH, will 
once again be filled with over 900 vehicles at the 
Basingstoke Festival of Transport 2021.   
 

 
Best Day Ever 

 
The Festival is one of the biggest events of its kind and 
is run by Basingstoke Deane Rotary in conjunction with 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough (BDBC).  We 
recognise the work of the Thorneycroft Society in the 
preservation of old vehicles and in bringing this 
wonderful Festival of Transport to the Memorial Park 
for so many years before we took stewardship   
 

So much on show 
Come and see the huge range of vehicles on static 
display, including classic, vintage, cars and motor cycles 
as well as buses, fire engines and commercial and 
military vehicles. 
 

There will also be a 
variety of specialist 
car clubs, trade 
stalls, with all manner of items for sale from motor 
jumble to plants together with catering outlets and live 
music   
 
As well as the trade stands, amongst them you will find 
some of the charities our Rotary supports and we are 
pleased to be able to provide an opportunity for them 
to showcase the work that they do  

 
Supporting The Pink Place Charity 

 

A Great Day Out 
Basingstoke Festival of Transport is a great day out for 
all the family, whether you're a keen motor buff or you 
just want an interesting and enjoyable Sunday!   
 
It’s a chance to impress your grandchildren when 
looking at a Ford Anglia of Harry Potter fame and say 
“My Dad had one of these”.   
 

 
This event is free of charge. Parking is available at 
Old Common, London Road for £2.  
For more info - go to Festival of Transport web 
address  www.bstokefot.co.uk 
This is all run by volunteers.  If you’d like to join our 
team on the day please get in touch - email addresses 
above 

Basingstoke Festival of  Transport 
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MEETING DATES 

S 
herfield Park Parish Council continue to meet 
remotely, with the next meeting on Wednesday  
14th April at 7.30pm. The agenda and 

supporting items will be available on the Parish 
Council Notice Boards and website, no less than 5 
days beforehand. The Annual Parish Meeting will be 
held remotely on Wednesday 21st April. Please email 
the clerk with any issues and/or details to join the 
meeting remotely.  

2021 LOCAL ELECTIONS 
HCC, Borough and Parish Council Elections are 
confirmed for Thursday 6th May.  

For more information, please email the Clerk at 

clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 

TAYLORS FARM ROUNDABOUT 

Work has now begun to add the fourth spur to the 
Taylors Farm Roundabout in preparation for 
commencement of the development of the land at 
Redlands, adjacent to the A33. Speed restrictions will 
be in place for the duration of the work. 

 

Sherfield Park Parish 

Tracy Hamer, Clerk & RFO to Sherfield Park Parish 

Council 

H 
ampshire Together is a programme that has the potential to deliver a new hospital to serve the people 
of north and mid Hampshire, as well as many other healthcare benefits, as part of the government’s 
Health Infrastructure Plan to modernise NHS hospitals. All NHS and social care organisations across 

the area are determined to make the most of this opportunity as they strive to support patients, their families and 
their carers to access the right care, in the right place, at the right time in order to keep them healthy. 

A new hospital supports this ambition, but their 
ideas go beyond it. The project team is also 
thinking about ways in which they can change 
health services across the area to make them work 
better, both for patients and their hard-working 
staff. 

In the summer of 2020, Hampshire Together 
carried out a programme of engagement with the 
public, staff and stakeholders to gather views on 
the project. This feedback was pulled together 
into an engagement report and is directly 
affecting their thinking as they develop options 
for a way forward. More information about the 
programme can be found on this site and in 
the listening document that has been created to 
set out the challenges, opportunities and decisions 
involved in Hampshire Together. 

The project team will be carrying out further 
public consultation in summer 2021 on clinical 

options and proposed locations for a new hospital.  
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L 
ATEST LOCKDOWN. Are you wondering 
how to fill your day during the restrictions of 
another lockdown, then why not join one of 

our fascinating monthly lectures? We are the 
Basingstoke branch of The Arts Society, our 
programme is available on Zoom during this latest 
lockdown.  

We enjoy stimulating talks from registered Art Society 
lecturers, who are leading experts in their chosen field. 
We are inviting anyone interested to join us at these 
lectures, which are live on the third Wednesday of each 
month at 10.45 am, the fee is £5pp. Lectures last for 
one hour and there is also an opportunity to put 
questions to the lecturer at the end.  

We would love you to join us for our next 
lecture on Wednesday 21st April 10.45 
'Artemisia Gentileschi - Daughter of 
Rome, Painter of Europe'. Lecturer: 
Chantal Brotherton-Ratcliffe.  

Artemisia Gentileschi was a baroque 
Italian painter of the seventeenth 
century and one of the most 
accomplished following the death of 
Caravaggio. She was a rarity in that 
she was one of only a few women 
painters. Born in 1593, her father 
was the artist Orazio Gentileschi. 
Chantal showed us paintings by 
each of them side by side. In some 
cases, they painted similar subjects 
but used different techniques. 
Artemisia’s subjects were mostly 
savage. One of her most famous 
paintings is Judith slaying Holofernes 
– a gruesome beheading. This is now in 
the Uffizi Gallery in Florence and it 
forms part of the group of subjects art 
critics have called the ‘Power of Women’ 
which show women triumphing over men. 
She used rich colours to paint sumptuous robes 
which were very striking. Artemisia painted 
voluptuous women and used herself as the model for 
many of her paintings. Susanna and the Elders and 
Judith and her Maidservant are well-known paintings 
of the same period. 

She moved between Rome, Florence, Naples and 
London. Her work reflects the different tastes of 
these cities. She was the first woman to become a 
member of The Academia d’Arte del Designo in 

Florence and had an international clientele. It is 
thought she died in the Plague that swept Naples in 
1656. 

 

Our website 
www.theartssocietybasingstoke.org.uk/Home.aspx  

Arts Society 

https://www.hampshiretogether.nhs.uk/download_file/view/139/238
https://www.hampshiretogether.nhs.uk/our-vision/listening-document
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Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

   Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website: www.molegone.co.uk 
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I 
t’s official.  Spring is here.  The weather, on some 
days at least, is warmer and sunnier and the garden 
is getting greener and growing fast.  There is a lot 

to do so the days of sitting back are 
over.  The work that you do in April is 
the foundation for your gardens 
for the rest of the year.  

Make a note of the gaps in 
your Spring gardens this 
year.  Buy a notebook.  Write 
down what were your 
successes or what you failed to 
do for this Spring to remind 
yourself what to plant for the next 
year.  

With jabs and a bit of luck, village life is also 
starting to recover.  The Sherfield Flower & Produce 
Show will, subject to Government Rules and 
Regulations, take place, as part of wider village events, 
probably on the weekend of the 4th and 5th 
September.  Details have yet to be worked out and 
please look out for more information in the May 
Edition of the Loddon Link.  If you want to help please 
see my details below.  The village looks 
forward to seeing your flowers, fruit 
and vegetables so start planting 
and planning now. 

Here are some jobs for the 
garden in April. 

Sow hardy annuals outside in 
prepared beds - marigolds, poppies, 
cerinthe, nigella, etc. 

If you have a greenhouse or a windowsill sow cosmos, 
tobacco plants, love lies bleeding and all your favourite 
annuals.  Grow then in small containers and the prick 
them into seed trays when their true leaves begin to 
appear.  Don’t let them get too leggy. 

Plant out sweet peas if you have grown your own or 
buy a pot of seedlings from the garden centre, split 
them up and pinch out the tops which will encourage 
healthy growth and bushy plants.  Dig a deep hole, 
apply some rich compost and give the plants a bit of 
support. 

Dahlia tubers are a favourite of mine.  Pot them up 
now and they will be ready for planting out at the end 
of May after the last frosts.  They will flower constantly 
from June to October if you feed and deadhead. 

In the vegetable garden keep on top of the weeds by 
hoeing regularly on dry days. 

Bindweed and nettles will start to appear now. Dig 
them out, tracing the roots as far as you can.  If you 
don’t mind using weedkiller then zap them now before 

they get going. 

Check that all your climbers and 
especially roses are tied in well.   

Direct sowing carrots, peas, 
beetroot, spinach, radish, 
spinach and chard. 

Under cover and towards the 
end of the month plant seeds 

of half-hardy vegetables -, 
pumpkins, squash, sweetcorn, basil 

and French beans.  Don’t be in too 
much of a hurry.  

There are dozens of salad crops that you can grow on a 
windowsill or in pots or containers as ‘cut and come 
again’ - corn salad, rainbow chard, mizuna, rocket, 
winter purslane, mustard and plenty of lettuces.  It is so 
much better and cheaper to grow your own and you are 
sure that there are no horrible chemicals. 

To avoid risk of infection, stone fruits such as 
plum, cherry, peach, nectarine and 

apricot should only be pruned 
during the growing season. Prune 
late April, when the plants are 
in leaf and after flowering. 
Immediately seal all cuts greater 

than 1cm (½in) with wound seal. 

All soft fruits - strawberries, 
raspberries, redcurrants, blackcurrants, 

and gooseberries - will benefit from a mulch now. 
Garden compost, leaf mould, organic manure, straw, 
hay and spent mushroom compost can all be used. 

Keep planning for what you are going to put in your 
window boxes or containers.  Bedding plants will soon 
be available from nurseries and Garden Centres and, of 
course, from Percy’s Plant Sale on the 22nd May at 
the Village Hall. 

When you are not planting seeds, weeding, digging and 
getting your hands dirty and your knees muddy, stop 
from time to time and enjoy the garden.  Pick a few 
flowers and give them to someone who doesn’t have a 
garden.  Share your surplus seeds and seedlings with 
your friends and fellow gardeners. 

Good gardening. 

Richard  
07768 004820 
richard@richardelphickrealestate.com 

April in Your Garden 

mailto:richard@richardelphickrealestate.com
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West Green Road  
Hartley Wintney  

RG27 8LP 
 

Open June (date varies) to late September for Pick 
Your Own and Picked fruit, vegetables and flowers 

including Strawberries, Tayberries, Currants, 
Gooseberries, Raspberries, New Potatoes and 
Asparagus; local Honey, Free Range Eggs and 

Homemade Jams and Ice Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, and to place orders or 

visit  www.westgreenfruits.com 
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For more information, help or queries  

Please email: friends@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

Target - £20,000 
Quick & Easy Ways to support 

 Sherfield Village Hall 
Registered Charity Number 272385 

 JustGiving - Buy virtual bricks. Leave your details. Allow us to claim Gift Aid.   

http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/ 

 Bank Transfer - Buy bricks via BACS. Bank details are at: 

http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/ 

 At the Shop - Envelope with your name, contact details and Cash or Cheque 

made out to Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Hall (in full please) 

THANK YOU 

TARGET 

£20,000  

 

18,000 

16,000 

14,000 

12,000 

10,000 

8,000 

6,000 

4,000 

2,000 

0 

http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/
http://sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk/buy-brick-time/
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M 
ore electric chargers support greener travel in 
the borough  

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council is 
supporting more residents and visitors across the 
borough to opt for electric vehicles with the installation 
of three chargers in Whitchurch. 
Two fast chargers will be installed in Bell Street car park 
and another will be available at the Gill Nethercott car 
park in the rural town later this spring. Fast chargers can 
charge from empty to 100% in two to five hours, 
depending on car and battery capacity. 
The borough council has received Government funding 
of £22,500 for the installation of the EV chargers in 
Whitchurch with additional support of £11,500 from 
developer contributions. Find out more at 
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/vehicle-charging-point 

 

Green light for borough’s new climate change and 
air quality strategy  

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council has given the 
green light to a climate change and air quality strategy 
that will create a more sustainable borough.  

The new strategy sets the agenda for the next 10 years, 
with clear goals focussing on six key areas:  

• action by all  
• buildings 
• transport 
• zero carbon electricity 
• waste and consumption  
• natural environment  
For more information visit Draft Climate Change and 
Air Quality Strategy (basingstoke.gov.uk)  
 

Return of Basingstoke Festival to lift our spirits this 
summer  

Get the dates in your diary – Basingstoke Festival is set 
to return this summer with a full programme of arts in 
unusual places to bring some much-needed 
entertainment to the borough.  
“We are very lucky to have talented artists, performers 
and arts organisations so not only will the festival 
provide an opportunity for them to showcase their work 
but we hope the festival will provide a much needed 
boost for residents and our borough’s economic 
recovery. 
For more information on Basingstoke Festival and how 
to take part, visit www.basingstokefestival.co.uk  

 

Time to get a home with help from a council loan  

First time buyers looking to get on the housing ladder 
are being invited to get in touch and benefit from 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council’s equity loan 
scheme. 
The unique scheme aims to support local residents to 
purchase their first property with a loan of up to 
£30,000. A total of £580,000 of council money, 
allocated to provide affordable housing, has been set 
aside for the scheme which aims to support up to 20 
households with loans to reach the deposit required for 
a mortgage or to bridge the gap between their maximum 
mortgage offer and property purchase value. 
Qualifying applicants will be considered on a first come 
first served basis. People interested should email 
ownhomeloan@basingstoke.gov.uk  providing the 
following information  
• Their name, date of birth, telephone number and 
current address 
• Their housing register (Homebid) reference 
number 
• Confirmation that that they can afford a 
minimum 5% deposit for a property suitable for their 
needs.For more information on Basingstoke and Deane 
Own Home Loan visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/own-
home-loan   

Still time to go green with solar energy  
As part of its climate emergency response, Basingstoke 
and Deane Borough Council and other local authorities 
have joined forces to help residents make the switch to 
clean energy as cost-effective and easy as possible. 
Solar Together Hampshire is a group-buying scheme to 
encourage Hampshire households to install high-quality 
solar panels at a competitive price.  
Registration is free, with no obligation, at 
www.solartogether.co.uk/basingstoke-and-deane before 
Tuesday 23 March. Residents will be kept informed at 
every stage of the process. 
  
The scheme is being co-ordinated by independent 
experts iChoosr Ltd. It has already run similar schemes 
across Britain, delivering over 3,000 installations and 
57,000 tonnes of avoided lifetime carbon emissions.   
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http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5iYXNpbmdzdG9rZS5nb3YudWsvdmVoaWNsZS1jaGFyZ2luZy1wb2ludA%3d%3d&r=13214169109&d=13484044&p=1&t=h&h=707f0f73416c1d14ed8d038c0d4cee9c
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmFzaW5nc3Rva2UuZ292LnVrL2NsaW1hdGUtY29uc3VsdGF0aW9u&r=13213901171&d=13482296&p=1&t=h&h=1451442175b76bdba279a8fdbe3fef71
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmFzaW5nc3Rva2UuZ292LnVrL2NsaW1hdGUtY29uc3VsdGF0aW9u&r=13213901171&d=13482296&p=1&t=h&h=1451442175b76bdba279a8fdbe3fef71
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5iYXNpbmdzdG9rZWZlc3RpdmFsLmNvLnVr&r=13212420167&d=13476170&p=1&t=h&h=45c1ec63006dd0dab7b6d3ef0a2693d2
mailto:ownhomeloan@basingstoke.gov.uk
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5iYXNpbmdzdG9rZS5nb3YudWsvb3duLWhvbWUtbG9hbg%3d%3d&r=13211150011&d=13468193&p=1&t=h&h=f6175ac51e4c7fc79e37e949f046038d
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5iYXNpbmdzdG9rZS5nb3YudWsvb3duLWhvbWUtbG9hbg%3d%3d&r=13211150011&d=13468193&p=1&t=h&h=f6175ac51e4c7fc79e37e949f046038d
http://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5zb2xhcnRvZ2V0aGVyLmNvLnVrL2Jhc2luZ3N0b2tlLWFuZC1kZWFuZQ%3d%3d&r=13208522819&d=13452865&p=1&t=h&h=081fb851326cd680b8839c5b86a62d46
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Solutions on p. 44 

Puzzle Pages 

www.sudokuoftheday.com 
A step-by-step guide to solving this puzzle can be found on the web site  

ACROSS  
1 Grant given to convent school (12)  
8 Some food suitable for a tosser? (7)  
9 See 3  
11 Have great affection for pop singer 
and his fanatical following (7)  
12 High fliers from British university 
taken on by financial speculators (7)  
13 See 19 ac  
14 Fruit obtained by interbreeding conker 
with mallow regularly (4-5)  
16 Arrangement of locks which requires 
no key (9)  
19,13 Relative's against any one producing 
21's work (5,5)  
21 Audibly tick off writer of 19 ac  
13; 3 9; 26; and 3 (part 1) 6 (7)  
23 Broadcast "The Jazz Singer?" (7)  
24 Evangelists chiefly refer to part of the 
Bible: that's obvious (7)  
25 Conveyance by van (7)  
26 Goneril, Regan and Cordelia for 
example in 21's work (5,7)    
DOWN  
1 Set of cutlery from cafeteria (7)  
2 Where Lawrence went to drink cold 
coffee (7)  
3,9 Article by revolutionary bishop takes 
on leaders of orthodox church in a 
measure – 21 wrote it (3,6,7)  
4 Lozenge obtained from doctor by 
Greek character (5)  
5 Copper gets stuck in large chimney, the 
sucker (7)  
6 In speech, observe Fool following 3 
(part 1) in 21's work (7)  
7 Enterprise, for example, requiring 
mostly clever chaps to work – including 
one egghead  (5,7)  
10 Break up with girl, treating emotions 
extremely casually (12)  
15 Company briefly gets involved with 
dodgy stereos – and protects fence? (9)  
17 Swimmer in frozen water flounders 
perhaps (3-4)  
18 Leaders of society paraded here 
to hold a ball in olden times (7)  
19 Not knowing where outspoken girl is 
leading (7) 
20 US city's manufacturing plant (7)  
22 Makes one cross? (5) 

Set by Alberich alberichcrosswords.com 
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 Across 
1. Twelve (5) 
4. Hoard (5) 
7. Unaware (9) 
8. Gape (4) 
10. Wore away (6) 
12. Birds of prey (6) 
13. Notion (4) 
16. Large spider (9) 
18. The lowest point of anything (5) 
19. Implied (5) 
 Down 
1. Journal (5) 
2. Menagerie (3) 
3. World's longest river (4) 
4. Secret or hidden (6) 
5. Bustling (7) 
6. Abated (5) 
9. Placed a bet (7) 
11. Thinner (6) 
12. Consumed (5) 
14. Proficient (5) 
15. Female relative (4) 
17. Part of a circle (3) 

Quick crossword 

ACROSS 
1. Jesus ____ 
6. Oval candies 
7. Pre-Easter period 
10. Angel's home 
11. Coop group 
12. Milky Way, for one 
13. Crucifix 
15. Warming season 
16. Energizer mascot 
17. Procession 
 
DOWN 
2. Festive time 
3. Christ's rising 
4. Easter hat 
5. Easter container 
8. Sumptuous meal 
9. Place of worship 
13. Kind of bar 
14. Weekend's end 

https://www.sudokuoftheday.com
alberichcrosswords.com
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M 
any people have been to Spain for holidays 
and some have second homes there, or even 
emigrate.  It is known for its blue skies and 

sunshine, but how much do we actually know about the 
country as a whole?  Spain is our theme country this 
year and so we have recently been finding out more 
about it.  Spain is the fourth largest country in Europe 
after Russia, Ukraine and France.  It is bordered to the 
south and east by the Mediterranean Sea making it a 
paradise for beach holidays with its nine costas.  To the 
north is France and Andorra, and to the west is 
Portugal.  It also has a border with the Atlantic Ocean 
in the north of 441 miles with four costas.  From east 
to west Spain is 674 miles and 
north to south is 590 miles.  Its 
capital, Madrid, is roughly in the 
centre of the country.  Spain is 
one of the most mountainous 
countries in Europe with an 
average height of 2,000 feet, the 
highest point being Mulhacén in 
Sierra Nevada at 11,414 feet. 
 
Spain has many festivals and 
celebrations, the largest of which 
is Semana Santa Holy Week.  It begins on Palm Sunday 
and ends on Easter Monday.  There are very long street 
parades which can take one and a half hours to pass a 
given point and men known as costaleros carry floats 
which can weigh up to a ton and are extremely difficult 
to manoeuvre, especially round corners.  The floats are 
adorned with sculptures of Mary and Jesus.  The most 
important family gathering of the year is 24 December 
– Nochebuena, when typically roast lamb is consumed. 
 
The Spanish national flower is the red carnation and the 
national animal is the bull.  Other prolific flowers 
include bluebells, roses, bougainvillea, water lilies, 
poppies and geraniums.  About a third of Spain is 
forested and trees such as pines, oaks, beech and birch 
are to be found.  Wild animals include long-haired 
mountain goats, ibex chamois and eagles.  There are 
also brown bears and Iberian lynx, but they are in 
decline unfortunately, due to loss of habitat and in 
some cases poaching or hunting. 
 
There is a good healthcare system in Spain – the SNS 
was set up in 1986 and guarantees universal coverage 
and free healthcare access to all Spanish nationals.  It is 
rated seventh in the world by the WHO and is first for 
organ transplants.  There is a good network of health 
centres and hospitals. 
 

Spanish design has much to commend 
it and one of its best-known is the 
Spanish guitar.  It has its roots in the 
Oud, brought to Iberia by the Moors in 
the 8th century.  Berets are Spanish, not French, the 
Basques being the first to design it.  Another Spanish 
design is the paella pan, which is round with a flat 
bottom and shallow side.  Some of them are absolutely 
massive.  Other designs include lace, pottery, Lladrό 
porcelain figures and ceramic tiles.  Espadrilles are 
Spanish and despite their humble origins, became 
fashion items some years ago.  Spain is also the home 
of fashion shops Zara and Mango, and designer shoes 

Manolo Blahnik. 
 
We also looked at some famous 
Spaniards such as artist Pablo 
Picasso, well-known for his 
painting ‘Guernica’ depicting the 
German bombing of 1937.  
Antoni Gaudi (1852-1926) was a 
famous architect and his style is 
very recognisable – he designed 
the Sagrada Família cathedral in 
Barcelona which was started on 

19th March 1882 and is still not finished!  The Pope 
consecrated the cathedral in 2010 and it is due to be 
completed by 2027.  Spain is represented in the world 
of sport by Fernando Alonso, the racing driver, and 
Rafael Nadal, the tennis player ranked No. 1 five times. 
 
Two of us have enjoyed lovely breaks in Seville, the 
capital of Andalucia in the south-west.  It is Spain’s 4th 
largest city and has many historical buildings including a 
cathedral and the Alcázar palace.  Later in the year we 
will have an illustrated talk on the Alhambra Palace in 
Granada accompanied by Spanish food and wine. 
 
As well as researching this topic, some of us have 
joined Zoom talks such as ‘A Nice Cup of Tea’ about 
the history of tea, tea ceremonies and how it was 
introduced into the UK.  The importance of tea in 
international trade was also explained.  Sixty billion 
cups are consumed annually!  More recently, there has 
been a talk on the origins of the RSPB. 
 
We are now planning our meetings (Zoom, email and 
face-to-face) for the rest of 2021 and also researching 
various women for International Women’s Day. 
 

Gill Fearon 

    National Women's Register 
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Puzzle Solutions  

Stratfield Saye Village Hall 

 

A small, attractive and traditional hall in New 
Street, Stratfield Saye 

Ideal for children’s parties and functions 
Ample parking 

To view or hire, contact Linda on:  
(01189)332106 

St Leonard’s Church Room is 

available for hire 
The Church Room attached to St Leonard's 
is a light modern space with kitchen (Food 

Hygiene Rating 5), and toilet facilities. 
Suitable for business and community group 

meetings or parties. Large car park.   

For more information about hiring please 
contact:  

admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk   
01256 882788 
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The Chambers of Commerce help to make 
businesses become more successful, by 

providing them with networking 
opportunities, business support and advice, 

as well as a great range of products and 
services.  

The Hampshire Chamber is currently 
running a number of workshops on 

managing and developing businesses for the 
post-Covid world.  

For more information contact the Hampshire 
Chamber 01329 242420, at 

info@hampshirechamber.co.uk or by 
completing the contact form at 

www.hampshirechamber.co.uk/contact-us/ 

Contact the Basingstoke Chamber on 01329 
242420 or at 

lisa.hall@hampshirechamber.co.uk  

 

mailto:admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk
mailto:info@hampshirechamber.co.uk
mailto:www.hampshirechamber.co.uk/contact-us/
mailto:lisa.hall@hampshirechamber.co.uk


Page 46 

 

Page 47 

 

Advertisers' Index 

Building and Property Services 
P. 

Access4Lofts 36 

Croudace Homes 18 

Millbrook Building Solutions 46 

Business Services  
 

Worting House 35 
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Andmore Consulting 36 

SoL Computers 45 
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Basing Tutors 46 

Willowdene Nursery School 9 

Funerals 
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Rector:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, email  
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Tuesday) 

Assistant Priest  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
sc.cedars@greenbee.net  

Curate (priest responsible for Bramley and  
Little London):  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  

Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
lgoodall.work@gmail.com 

 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, Sherfield-on-
Loddon, RG27 0JB  
Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Treasurer: Peter Martinson 07952 873274 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453  
rosyhannah@hotmail.com 
  

Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye  

with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and Bramley - Church Officers 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
    

All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles 
Tel. 01256 880559 

advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
 

Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month 
Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. 
Requests are dealt with in order. 
Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 

Editor for the May edition - Simon Boase 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 14th April 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee 

Chair and Editor: Jane Abrams  01256 881188  
jabrams2226@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 
advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Editor and CTO: Simon Boase  
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com 

Editor: Howard Perkins  
01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 

Chiara Ziamin 
chiara.zamin@gmail.com 

 

Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 

Rev. Stephen Ball 01256 881071 
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 

Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
lyngiugovaz@gmail.com 

Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379  
dgdawson@sky.com 

Louise Grainger  01256 883967   
manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

                              

Loddon Valley Link  
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Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments Karen Ross  842662 

Basingstoke Gazette Chris Horton 882426 

Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr Chris Tomlinson TBC 
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr Nick Robinson 07585 578295 

Brownies sherfieldbrownies@gmail.com 

Breach Lane Chapel Geoff Belsham 882534 

Catholic Church Fr. Chris Rutledge 465214 

Clift Surgery Patient Group TBC - 

Cricket Club (Sherfield) Steve Dummer 07775 674869 

Cricket Club (Stratfield Turgis  
and Hartley Wespall) 

  

 Captain Manoj George  07552 114188 

 Contact Martin Turvey  07785 580456 

Evergreens Jean Berntsen 882798 

Happy Faces Playgroup Viv Allway and Alison Smith 880903 

Loddon Players Peter Francis 07867 547696 

Loddon Quilters Jacky Morgan     882350 

Loddon Sports Junior Football Club Fred Berntsen 882798 

Lunch Club Helen Belsham 882534 

NWR Gill Fearon 882106 

Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 101 

Police - Sherfield Park PCSO Adam Steel 101 

Poppies Natalie Larner 880075 

Post Office Sherfield on Loddon 882210 

Rainbows Pam Luck 882687 

Sherfield Community Care Grp Basingstoke NeighbourCare 423855 

Sherfield on Loddon Fete Bruce Batting 882605 

Sherfield & District Gardening Club Dan Farrow 882680 

  Andy Morgan 882350 

Sherfield Park Community Centre Louise Grainger 883967 

Sherfield Park Parish Council Tracy Hamer 07778546477 

Sherfield & District Show Richard Elphick 07768004820 

Sherfield Village Hall     

 Caretaker/Bookings Wendy Gosden 07468 427684 

 Management Committee Ivan Gosden 07940 212441 

 Trustee   Nick Robinson 07585 578295 

Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council Karen Ross 842662 

Sherfield Village Green Volunteers John Attwood 881760 

Short Mat Bowls Norman Stanley 881021 

Stratfield Saye Parish Council Louise Webb 07771 727547 

Stratfield Saye Village Hall Linda Bishop 0118 933 2106 

Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting Sheila Campbell (Chair) 882351 

Toddler Group 0-5s TBC    

Tree Wardens John Darker 882334 

  Cllr Diana Effiong 07796 045944 

mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
mailto:lgoodall.work@gmail.com
mailto:rosyhannah@hotmail.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:perkinsthekeep@gmail.com
mailto:chiara.zamin@gmail.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
mailto:sherfieldbrownies@gmail.com
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DRIVING INSTRUCTOR, SHERFIELD PARK Semi retired , 26 years experience, very patient, 
good with nervous pupils.  Good pass rate.  Covers Bramley, Sherfield , Chineham.  Reasonable rates. 
Contact Graham 07806469963/barney0729@icloud.com 

HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced, local lady 
who cleans every corner. References. Tel 07933 316989 or e-mail mariacleaning@live.co.uk  

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, payroll, self
-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, re-wires, 
lights etc.  No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, jce.morris@outlook.com   

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden maintenance. Tel 
01256 882696 or 0784 230 3366. E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com 

HYPNOTHERAPIST APHP ACCREDITED Hypnotherapy can help with: quitting smoking; 
weight; stress/anxiety/fears/phobias; confidence; reducing depression…and more. Free 30min 
consultation. Call 07793050047 or email: noeleen.hornby@personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net; 
www.personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net 

LOCAL INDEPENDENT CLEANER: Honest and trustworthy, excellent service, excellent 

references, excellent rates. Telephone 07407543891  

ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 words. Anything from lost cats to small services. 
Just drop an email to:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
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A 
s more and more people choose to live 
together rather than marry, there has been an 
increase in the number of disputes between 

separating couples. 
One of the biggest issues for these people is their 
interest in and right to occupy the home they had 
previously lived in as a couple.  
Many people do not realise that unmarried cohabiting 
couples do not have the same amount of legal 
protection as those who are married. 
While property disputes can be complicated, Simon 
Arneaud, who is an experienced dispute resolution 
solicitor, is on hand to help you. 
“Property ownership disputes are often governed by a 
piece of legislation called The Trusts of Land and 
Appointment of Trustees Act 1996 – often known as 
TOLATA for short,” explained Simon. 
TOLATA gives the Court the power to determine what 
share of the property each person is entitled to. It can 
force the sale of a property and it can make an order 
where one person refuses to leave the property but 
allows the other to regain access. 
“If the property is owned in joint names the Court’s 
starting point will usually be, unless one party can 
provide compelling evidence such as, for example a 
signed agreement, to order that the sale proceeds for 

that property should 
be divided in equal 
shares,” said Simon. 
“When a property is in 
one person’s name the 
court will generally 
state that they are the 
sole owner. However, 
the non-owning 
person may still be 
able to establish an 
interest in the property, if it can 
be shown that the couple shared a 
common intention that the 
property would be jointly owned.” 
 
If you would like to know more 
or set up a Zoom meeting to 
discuss a property ownership 
matter, please get in touch with 
Simon by calling 01256 854667, 
emailing 
simond.arneaud@phillips-law.co.uk or visiting 
www.phillips-law.co.uk  

Property disputes involving unmarried couples  

Y 
our local disability charity has launched a 
brand-new website.  

www.bddf.org.uk is the address of our new 
website. It contains information about the charity, 
about our services and events. There is a whole section 
dedicated to disability signpost information, resources 
and an amazing gallery full of photos of past events. 
You can use the sign-up form to become a (free) 
Member of BDDF to ensure you receive our regular 
newsletters and details of our free services such as 
mobility improving yoga, social walks, coffee mornings, 
etc. 

As the disability champions for Basingstoke we have 
links with statutory bodies who regularly ask us to 
participate in planning stages of services which are 
important to people with a disability. As a member of 
BDDF you will be offered the opportunity to be part 
of these equality connections within the community, 
ensuring accessibility, diversity and inclusivity are at the 
forefront of the decision-making process. 

On 26th March we held an online disability awareness 

and information day fully 
packed with information 
about the charity services 
available within Basingstoke, relevant to anyone who is 
affected by disability either directly or as a carer. Over 
35 local organisations got involved and created a short 
video showcasing their services, these are available to 
watch now via our website, Facebook page or YouTube 
channel. Take a look at the amazing charities here in 
Basingstoke who are available to support you. 

Get in touch & keep up to date Please get in touch 
with regards to any of our updates via email 
info@bddf.org.uk or via Facebook Messenger.. 

Information on all our free services are updated 
regularly on our social media and website. Keep up 
to date by liking our page on Facebook @BDDForum, 
Insta @BasingstokeDisabilityForum via, or tweet us 
@BDDForum.  

From Amanda, Sarah, Ani & the team of Trustees 

Basingstoke & District Disability Forum (BDDF) 

mailto:barney0729@icloud.com
mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:jce.morris@outlook.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
mailto:noeleen.hornby@personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net
mailto:www.personalgrowthhypnotherapy.net
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
mailto:simond.arneaud@phillips-law.co.uk
http://www.phillips-law.co.uk
Https://www.bddf.org.uk
mailto:info@bddf.org.uk
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