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The Loddon Valley Link 
       Church and Community Magazine   Issue 532 

Easter Edition April2020 

This April magazine is a collector’s edition,  
it won’t be delivered door-to-door.  
It’s available for collection and online at 
www.loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
Stay Safe.  

http://www.loddonvalleylink.org.uk


Page 2 

 

T 
his copy of the Loddon Valley Link was more 
than likely delivered to your door by one of 
our dedicated team of trusty LVL volunteer 

helpers. Each month this cheerful band give freely of 
their time to deliver your magazine as soon as it leaves 
the printers. Sadly, one of our key helpers recently had 
to drop out and a replacement is urgently needed to 

maintain deliveries in a section of Sherfield Park.  

If you can help and would like to join our team then 
please do contact Eileen Leivesley on 01256 882938. 
You can expect a very warm welcome and Eileen will 
be more than happy to give you all the information you 
require to start deliveries. 

Urgent Call for Loddon Valley Link Volunteers 

Dear Friends 
 

F 
or those of you who attended Sunday School or 
a church school or who even had Bible stories 
read to them as a child, you may remember the 

story of Daniel in the Lion’s Den.  It was a popular 
children’s Bible story and for those who attend church 
it still is.  Daniel was a Jewish man who lived (about 
600 BC) in Babylon where his people had been exiled 
into captivity.  As so often happened then captivity 
didn’t mean incarceration, rather, a way of maintaining 
an empire, whole people groups were moved from one 
country to another.  Very often they would have to take 
on the local religion.  However, in this case it appears as 
if Daniel and his fellow countrymen were allowed to 
continue their worship of God. 
 
Daniel, in particular, embraced his new life 
in a way that suggests his acceptance of 
the fact that, though he would have 
preferred to live in his own country, he 
was where God wanted him to be.  As a result of his 
honesty and meticulous attention to serving the king 
well, he was noticed and promoted to one of the 
highest positions in the country.  This displeased some 
of the native Babylonian administrators and they 
tricked King Darius into making a law that stated, “For 
30 days everyone should only worship the 
king”.  Daniel would not have been able to follow this 
new edict without compromising his faith in God.  He 
chose to continue his practice of worshipping God 
three times a day.  As a result, and much to the king’s 
sadness, for he loved Daniel, he was thrown into the 
lion’s den.  As the story goes, he survived because God 
shut tight the lion’s mouths. 

Clearly Daniel is seen as a man of courage, 
unwilling to compromise when it comes to 
putting God first.  But it is really important 
to also see that he trusted that he was 
exactly where God wanted him to be.  He 
was confident that he would be safe in 
God whether he lived or died.  In Psalm 31, composed 
by David (of David and Goliath fame) he writes “I trust 
in you, O Lord; I say, ‘You are my God’.  My times are 
in your hands (...) save me in your unfailing 
love.”  Daniel, as with David, trusted that “Save me”, 
didn’t refer only to this physical world but to his 
continuing safety in God into eternity. 
 
As the latest health crisis with Covid-19 begins to 

unfold, I am aware that there are many 
different reactions.  Some are just 
shrugging the news off and others are 
panicking.  I suppose it very much 
depends where you live in the world as to 
the level of panic.  Clearly there are 

significant steps that we can take to protect ourselves 
and more importantly others.  However, the notion that 
we can somehow control what happens next seems a 
little naive.  As I consider my own response I find 
myself reflecting on Daniel.  There are definitely things 
I can do and should do to mitigate against either 
contracting or passing on the virus but ultimately, 
having washed my hands and applied my sanitiser, I 
find myself having to say, “I trust in you, Lord; my 
times are in your hands”.  I take a great deal of comfort 
from that and pray that you can too. 
Every blessing 
 
Stephen 07943014277 email: vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 

Daniel in the 

Lions Den 

Minister’s Letter 

F 
rom the cover 
photograph our 
Easter cross has been 

made from the dead 
branches of a Christmas tree, 

but since on Easter Day we 
celebrate Jesus rising from the 
dead, we make what was dead 
come alive again with flowers.  

Cover Picture. A big thank you to Ian Goodall for his splendid photograph of the Easter Cross. 
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This April magazine is a collector’s edition, it 
won’t be delivered door-to-door. It’s available 
online or collection from:  
Church End Telephone box 
Sherfield Park Shop 
Sherfield Park Community Association in the covered 
bin outside  
Shop in Sherfield 
Turgis Green Service Station 

Stratfield Saye Telephone box 
Wellington farm shop 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link aims to provide accurate 
information but the Management Committee cannot accept any 
liability in respect of errors or omissions. Any opinions expressed in 
articles are those of the author and not necessarily those of the 
Loddon Valley Link Management Committee. The Committee cannot 
be held responsible for the reliability or quality of any goods, work or 
services in this publication or on our website.  

Howard Perkins 

W 
elcome to our Easter edition of the Loddon 
Valley  Link. Not surprisingly, this month’s 
edition has a different look and feel to it, the 

impact of the corona virus is being felt everywhere 
forcing the suspension or cancellation of nearly all of 
local upcoming events and introducing a major degree 
of uncertainty about what we all should be doing for 
the best.  

Throughout the magazine you will find much current 
advice and carefully selected links to sources of 
information designed to help keep you up to date and 
to hopefully generally reduce levels of anxiety. You will 
find an interesting Mindfulness feature at P8 that you 
might like to investigate and a new colouring page P11 
that will enable you to showcase some of your artistic 
skill along with the added interest of using the internet 
to 3-D animate your completed picture. You will also 
find a link to some more of the same if you get 
hooked.  

This should stop you getting too bored while schools 
are closed and during a period of self-isolation - along 
with the usual page of puzzles to be found on P 40. 

Also included are the regular parish council reports at 
P15 and P25 and Ranil has turned his attention this 
month to ‘Supporting Local Families’. 

There is also a timely piece by Simon Boase, entitled a 
‘Walk on the Wildside’, highlighting the growing 
menace of litter dumped in and around our beautiful 
countryside and neighbourhoods, P28, and what a 
couple of local heroes are doing to tackle the problem. 
Perhaps, as the article suggests, this type of clean-up 
operation is something with which we could all get 
involved you might feel inspired to get in touch via our 
email. It will also provide you with some welcome fresh 
air and  much needed exercise by way of a more-
purposeful walk. 

You will also see on the preceding page the urgent call 
for volunteers who are needed to help deliver the 
magazine. This task is not too demanding and calls for 
an hour or so once a month, yet another good 
opportunity to get out of the house and enjoy a nice 
walk. While on the subject of volunteers, the Link is 
managed and produced by a small team of volunteers. 
It would be great to welcome new members to the 
team. If you are a would-be editor do get in touch. If 

required, full training will be 
given. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to get more 
involved with your community. 
So, do get in touch at:  
editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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Services April 2020 
On 17 March the Archbishops of Canterbury and York 
announced that all public worship services would be 
suspended until further notice. Weddings and funerals 
may take place, subject to restrictions. See page 6. for 
more information from the Diocese of Winchester.  

The Archbishops made it clear that church activities 
would continue in other forms; there will be a 
"different sort of church." They invited clergy to main-
tain the ancient pattern of daily prayer and, where pos-
sible, the eucharist – live streaming their worship if they 

have the resources to do so.  Plans are underway to 
provide this in our benefice.  

Daily services are available on the Church of England 
web site (www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-
worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer) 

 

A prayer for all those affected by coronavirus 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen.  

www.churchofengland.org/ 

I am very sad to report that due to the coronavirus, we 
have reluctantly cancelled our meetings in April and 
May. This was not an easy decision but it is so 
important that we follow the 
government guidelines and stay as 
safe as possible. 

However, on a happier note, we 
are very much hoping that our 
June meeting will still go ahead 
when we will be joined by 
Christine Bennett who will be 
talking to us about the ‘Lost 
Gardens of Helligan’ which I’m sure many of you have 

had the pleasure of visiting. More details to come in 
the June link. 

Anyone interested in gardening 
will be most welcome to join us at 
the Sherfield Village Hall at 
7:45pm. 

 

For arrangements contact Dan on 
882680 or Andy on 882350 

Sherfield and District Gardening Club 
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Parish Registers 
 

FUNERALS 

 Sidney Josey     13th February 2020  Sherfield 

 Anne Christina Marshall    27th February 2020  Sherfield 

 David Edgar Barraclough   9th March 2020   Sherfield 

Coffee Club  

At St Leonard’s Church Room 

Cancelled until further notice 

Catholic Services 

St Bede’s and Holy Ghost Churches, Basingstoke. 

Public Worship Suspended 

Please call 01256 465214  

www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk 

Live-streamed Sunday Masses 9am, 11am  

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
http://www.churchofengland.org/
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D 
ear friends 

This afternoon, the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York have made a 
statement about the Church of 
England’s response to yesterday’s public 

health guidance.  If you have not already seen it, you 
can read it here . 

In the bishops’ letter this morning, there was a clear 
indication that life in the Church is going to change.  As 
the Archbishops have indicated, we are going to need 
to adapt.  Church buildings will remain open where 
possible, reflecting the fact that the Church continues 
to pray.  Although public gatherings for worship will 
not be taking place in the immediate future, we are as a 
Church, nationally, regionally and locally, developing 
new ways of ensuring that acts of worship are 
accessible by other means.  And our love of God and 
neighbour will be expressed in new ways, responding to 
the challenge of the coronavirus, and focusing on our 
closest and most vulnerable neighbours. 

Knowing that these changes to our communal life raise 
many questions, here is a summary of how the latest 
advice will affect church communities: 

 Communal public worship is suspended, 
although ministers will maintain rhythms of 
prayer and worship in church buildings where 
possible; 

 Churches that are able to will make available 
electronic resources to help others participate in 
worship, whether through live-streaming or pre-
recorded video/audio, or the publication of 
resources.  In the next few days, the Cathedral 
will begin live-streaming of prayer and worship 
about which we will keep you informed, in 
addition to the resources already available on the 
website here; 

 We will pray for and give generously of our time 
and money to assist those most in need, 
remembering not only the fearful, sick and 
grieving, but also those that work in hospitals, 
emergency services, logistics and supply chains – 
the list of key services  

 is limited only by our capacity to imagine  

 those whose lives are most affected; 

 We will focus our prayers during a Day of 
Prayer and Action, this coming Sunday, 
accepting the invitation, wherever we may be, to 

light a candle of hope; 

 Weddings and funerals may take place, with a 
small group present and appropriate precautions 
to reduce the risk of infection; 

 Non-essential church meetings (which includes 
PCC meetings without urgent business) are to 
be postponed, and essential meetings held with 
appropriate precautions; 

 Youth and children activities run with schools 
will follow school advice, but church-run 
activities should be treated as social activities or 
meetings for prayer and worship, and therefore 
suspended. 

This advice will be published very shortly in an updated 
list of FAQs on the CofE and diocesan websites.  
Further advice is being prepared to include: 

Continuing measures for safeguarding – at present the 
need for safeguarding training and safer recruiting for 
all ministers and volunteers remains unchanged; 

 Licensing of music for live-streaming and 
recording; 

 The postponement of Annual Parochial Church 
Meetings and arrangements for elections. 

There is a great deal to be done. We appeal to those 
who are able to, for the sake of those who are not 
currently able to. We now have a dedicated page on our 
website around communicating at this time. This 
provides a range of advice, support and resources to 
help you continue to communicate internally and 
externally.  

With our prayers and best wishes 

The Bishop and the Bishop’s Staff Team 

17 March 2020 
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Baptist Chapel 
Breach Lane Chapel, Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416 

Services for April 

F 
ollowing on from last month’s contribution. I 
am once again indebted to Tina, for her snippet 
from the April 1989 archive, Black & White 

edition, of the Link. Mr Percy Sims was in the chair 
supported by Cd. J Jack county councillor and included 
Mr B Gaiger borough councillor plus 5 parish 
councillors and 72 others  attended the annual SoL 
parish meeting. A new car park for 39 cars near the 
football pavilion was discussed and Mrs Gaiger 
reported on progress toward a new Berkeley Homes 

village hall and a 
new roundabout for 
the A33 bypass. It was 
announced that the Bramley 
Camp could not be 
developed for housing and would be 
retained by the MOD for training. A lively discussion 
on a poll of residents’ view on streetlighting was 
followed by a talk by the Mill Group on its work at 
Longbridge Mill. 

C 
ould you help a neighbour in need? Our volun-
teer drivers and befrienders help elderly local 
folk get to hospital appointments, the doctors 

or an exercise class or shopping trip. This keeps our 
‘neighbours’ independent and healthy. We visit lonely 
and isolated older ‘neighbours’ and share a cup of tea 
and a chat. If you have a few hours or more to spare, 
we would love to hear from you. Why not contact us to 
find out more and find out how rewarding it is to vol-
unteer.  

As one of our 
volunteers said 
recently  

“It's good to feel you are helping people to keep their independ-
ence”. NeighbourCare would be delighted to hear from you. 

T: 01256 423855  E: info@neighbourcare.com  

W: www.neighbourcare.com or find us on Facebook  

Reg.Charity 1154382  

NeighbourCare needs you 

mailto:info@neighbourcare.com
http://www.neighbourcare.com
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Psalm 31: 14-17 

But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.”  My times 
are in your hands; deliver me from my enemies and from those who 
pursue me.  Let your face shine on your servant; save me in your 
unfailing love.  Let me not be put to shame, O Lord, for I have 
cried out to you. 

Psalm 121: 7 

The Lord will keep you from all evil, it is he who will keep your 
soul; the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and 
forevermore. 

Prayer for the month 

Loving Father, thank you for all those who have led us 
to faith in you.  Thank you for David and Daniel and for 
all whose courage and trust in you have given us strength 
and faith that you will be with us in every circumstance.  
Thank you that by faith you walk with us now and that 
you will keep us safe into our eternity.  Help us to share 
this reality with others, to be kind and generous in the 
face of adversity and to love as you have loved us in 
Jesus, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 

Prayer points for April 

We pray for all who are affected by the 
Coronavirus; for those who are ill, for those 
who are caught up in quarantine and for all whose 
livelihood are affected by the economic impact of the 
crisis. We pray for all who are carers and medical 
practitioners and for those seeking a solution in the 
scientific community.  We pray for our government that 
they will act with compassion; that you will guide them 
to wise decisions. Give them the wisdom and strength 
they need to bring stability to our nation. 

Loving God, we pray for our homes and families. We 
pray especially for those who are fearful and for those 
dealing with the practical and emotional aspects of self-
isolation. Help us all to act in moderation and generosity, 
especially in relation to panic buying; that there may be 
enough for all. Give us mental strength and wisdom to 
navigate the days ahead. 

We pray for all who grieve the loss of loved ones, 
whether recently or in the past, and we ask for your 
comfort and peace. In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 

Prayers for April 

A 
s each day goes by, the news gets scarier. We 
are living in uncertain, anxious times, isolated 
from our friends, family and usual support 

networks. We are worried about the threats to our 
physical wellbeing and have also have real concerns 
about balancing childcare, seeing elderly relatives and 
our livelihoods. Nonstop news about the virus 
spreading across the country, weeks of mass disruption 
and social distancing has us all on edge and the effect of 
all of this has an impact on our mental wellbeing.  This 
uncertainty and vulnerability creates fear and anxiety 
which is contagious in itself.   

So, what is Mindfulness and how can it help? 

Mindfulness is all about paying attention to our 
experience right here, right now, without judgement and 
with kindness and compassion to ourselves and others.  
Mindfulness helps us to press pause on our frantic 
minds and reground ourselves and start to be able to 
pay attention to the present moment rather than 
dwelling on the past or even more importantly in these 
unprecedented times, the future. It can be an invaluable 
tool to help mental wellbeing in times of heightened 
anxiety.  

By pressing pause with mindfulness practices, the ability 
to see that that we may be panicking is a good step 
towards to finding calm and grounding ourselves.  

Contrary to popular myths, mindfulness practice is not 
about trying to empty the mind or achieve any special 

state. There is no right or wrong 
way to be. All our experiences are 

unique to us in each moment. It is just about training  
the brain to notice what’s going on for us using anchors 
such as the breath, body or senses to help the brain to 
jump off autopilot and let the logical brain come back 
into play and help us to choose our actions. 

Learning to Press Pause: The STOP practice  

This practice can help create space to check in and 
observe our feelings and emotions, creating some space 
and calm.  The practice has four simple steps and can be 
done in a few seconds. As you begin to calm, learn to 
accept the situation as it is and be open to the choices 
you have in terms of how best to move forward from 
here. 

If you’d like to find out more, please visit my website 
hazeltodd.co.uk/ or email me hazel@hazeltodd.co.uk. 

How Mindfulness can help to find calm in an uncertain, 

anxious world 
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Augmented Reality Colouring Page 
Get started with this free Quiver page! Watch Pukeko, a swamp hen of New Zealand, eat a worm. 

Here’s what you do. 1. colour in the page as you want. 2. Download the Quiverversion app to your phone or 
tablet. And start the app.3. Point your device’s camera at the page ensuring you have the whole picture in view.  
Follow the instructions on your device’s screen. Once it recognises the picture it will download the necessary 
information about the picture. Once that’s complete (a few seconds depending on your connection speed) you 
will see the coloured bird moving in 3D and eating the worm. Ugh! 4. Move your device around the page to 
see different aspects of the bird and the plants. Have a play with other Quivervision pictures. Some are free, 
some require a small payment. 
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H 
elping support our community’s families and 
children is a key focus of my recent work as 
the Member of Parliament covering Sherfield

-on-Loddon, Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall and 
Stratfield Turgis. Families in our constituency are 
fortunate to have one of the highest rates of 
employment, as well as the highest rate of marriage in 
the country and one of the lowest of lone-parent 
households. 

So, as we look to solve the challenges facing our local 
area today – such as anti-social behaviour, demand for 
our local GPs and schools, and making social care 
sustainable – I’ve been writing to Ministers to boost 
recognition of the fact that many issues can be 
addressed by taking the best principles and aspirations 
of the past; namely the familial support that extended, 
multi-generational, families have provided one another 
for decades. To do so isn’t old fashioned, 
but ambitious. 

I know that many in our community want 
more support to help working parents look 
after those they love. One way is reducing 
National Insurance contributions to let 
working people keep more of what they earn, so that’s 
what we did in last month’s Budget. By the time you’re 
reading this – into the new financial year – your NI 
threshold will have been raised to £9,500, giving the 
‘typical’ two-earner working family a £200 tax cut. This 
is alongside a freeze in fuel duty for the tenth 
consecutive year – a saving of £1,200 over the last 
decade for each family car – and a freeze on alcohol 
duty, which may have saved you even more! 

But I’ve been highlighting that we must be flexible too 
and, as a society, we must revise the ‘typical family’ 

assumption. While families in 
North East Hampshire are 
united by where we live, they 
come in many different shapes 
and sizes and what works for one 
family may not work for another. 

In many local families, for example, this means one 
parent providing the care for their children or their 
parents (or parents-in-law), while the other goes out to 
work. Yet, though this care is worth more than  
£1 trillion pounds annually to our economy, many 
parents tell me they feel that this is often undervalued. 
This is wrong. That’s why we’ve increased the 
transferable tax-free Marriage Allowance to £1,250 – 
and I trust that will continue – but, sadly, 2.4 million 
eligible couples currently do not apply. As your MP, I’m 
here to highlight it – if you think you might be eligible, 

please apply! 

In my view, there can be no more important a 
job than looking after those you love, but who 
cannot look after themselves, so I know many 
want us to go even further. I’ve asked many 
Parliamentary Questions on these issues and 

will continue to do so, but please do let me know your 
thoughts and what works for you too, on this or 
anything else, to: email@ranil.uk  

For more information on COVID-19, or to share 
further concerns or ideas, please join the official 
Facebook group for community support at: 
covid.ranil.uk and consider volunteering to help your 
neighbours at: ranil.uk/covid  

For health advice, please visit nhs.uk/coronavirus  

For the latest guidance from HM Government, please 
visit: gov.uk/coronavirus  

Looking 
after those 
you love 

Ranil Writes - Supporting local families 

I 
n challenging times, your neighbourhood can be a 
great source of support. Showing kindness to 
fellow neighbours, supporting local businesses, 

and strengthening connections with your local 
community can have a major impact on the vitality of a 
neighbourhood.  

We’ve joined the Eden 
Project Communities, 
along with a range of 
partners, to launch a 
Community Action 
Response encouraging 
people to support their 
neighbours, particularly 
the vulnerable and 
isolated, during the 
Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic. Read these five top 
tips to help you and your neighbours support one 
another in keeping your neighbourhood healthy.  

You can also use our Groups 
feature as a way to share 
information and provide virtual 
support. Anyone can be invited to a 
group, even if they aren’t currently 
on Nextdoor. Read how to create a 
group on Nextdoor  

help.nextdoor.com/s/article/How-to-create-a-
group?language=en_GB  

 In challenging times, your neighbourhood can be a 
great source of support. Showing kindness to fellow 
neighbours, supporting local businesses, and 
strengthening connections with your local community 
can have a major impact on the vitality of a 
neighbourhood.  

Sarah Friar 
Nextdoor CEO  

https://url6809.link-ext.ms.email.nextdoor.com/ls/click?upn=RqqDJ6S1z-2BpN4eL964RVGjiqSbUNaYkx1YQlJlneZcVbGgsYLBgP2pn1gdlXJHlItApq3e84CVCpb8H-2Fv5DgkSN1-2FmPEGktZ6SibXT0jUB12iaMvi2f8eVabBKBiwYgni29iMVKLpd1o2iWIz-2B9Q61h9zwhPr4C-2FDAmSBsNp05A-3D6xgp_gPvalSiLYN
https://url6809.link-ext.ms.email.nextdoor.com/ls/click?upn=RqqDJ6S1z-2BpN4eL964RVGjiqSbUNaYkx1YQlJlneZcVbGgsYLBgP2pn1gdlXJHlItApq3e84CVCpb8H-2Fv5DgkSN1-2FmPEGktZ6SibXT0jUB12iaMvi2f8eVabBKBiwYgni29iMVKLpd1o2iWIz-2B9Q61h9zwhPr4C-2FDAmSBsNp05A-3D6xgp_gPvalSiLYN
https://url6809.link-ext.ms.email.nextdoor.com/ls/click?upn=RqqDJ6S1z-2BpN4eL964RVGjiqSbUNaYkx1YQlJlneZcVbGgsYLBgP2pn1gdlXJHlItApq3e84CVCpb8H-2Fv5DgkSN1-2FmPEGktZ6SibXT0jUB12iaMvi2f8eVabBKBiwYgni29iMVKLpd1o2iWIz-2B9Q61h9zwhPr4C-2FDAmSBsNp05A-3DmNxo_gPvalSiLYN
https://url6809.link-ext.ms.email.nextdoor.com/ls/click?upn=RqqDJ6S1z-2BpN4eL964RVGjiqSbUNaYkx1YQlJlneZcVbGgsYLBgP2pn1gdlXJHlItApq3e84CVCpb8H-2Fv5DgkSN1-2FmPEGktZ6SibXT0jUB12iaMvi2f8eVabBKBiwYgni29iMVKLpd1o2iWIz-2B9Q61h9zwhPr4C-2FDAmSBsNp05A-3DmNxo_gPvalSiLYN
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Home & Garden Services-Sherfield is 
a local company that specialises in 
providing value for money solutions 

for all of your home and garden 
improvements, maintenance and 

repairs. One off jobs - big or small - 
and regular maintenance services to 

keep your property and garden in 
good order 

Fully insured  

Best prices - All work guaranteed 

Home 
Household Repairs 
Patios  -  Painting 
Plumbing - Paving 

01256 358870 
07825 685923 

Garden 
Scarifying 
Rotovating 
Trimming 
Mowing 
Aquatics 
Maintenance 
Fencing 

Tree 
Surgery 
and 
Seasoned 
Logs 

www.hgs-sherfield.co.uk 
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Meeting dates 
Following the Government’s Advice on the Corona 
Virus and with the safety in mind for Parish 
Councillors and residents it has been agreed to cancel 
the April Parish Council meeting and postpone the 
Annual Parish Meeting until later on in the year. At 
present the May meeting is still scheduled to go ahead 
but a decision on this will be made nearer the time. 
Please check our website and Facebook page for 
updates. The Parish Council thanks you for your 
understanding and co-operation in this matter in the 
unprecedented times. 
Please look out for those vulnerable at this time and 
most of all please stay safe  
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-
england 
www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus 
Parking 
The Parish Council with Cllr Robinson has agreed with 
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council  for parking 
lines to be installed on the Bramley Road Crossroads, 
This should help with visibility at the crossroads. 
Unfortunately, inconsiderate parking is also causing an 
issue on the corner of Goddards close  and Bow Drive. 
The Bus coming around the corner is having to mount 
the kerb or knock on doors to get cars to move so they 

can get down the road. There is a huge 
concern that the Bus Company will 
eventually cease this part of the route as 
it has become dangerous. Please think 
about where you park and ensure it will not cause an 
obstruction and bear in mind that should a fire engine 
need access it will drive through the cars! 
SHEELA 
As you may be aware Basingstoke and Deane will be 
updating the Local Plan and have therefore triggered ‘a 
call for sites’. Any land owners can put land forward for 
development consideration. The maps for the land 
consideration in the Sheela can be found at https://
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/content/page/61938/
Appendix%206%20SHELAA%20Maps.pdf.. 
Elections 
Elections for Borough and Parish Councillors which 
were scheduled to take place on 7th May 2020, however 
on 12th March 2020 have been postponed for a year. 
 
Karen Ross, Clerk to Sherfield on Loddon Parish 
Council 
PO Box 6862, Basingstoke RG24 4QZ  Telephone: 
01256 842662 
Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 

Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 
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A 
s you must all know,  April is officially a 
“Looking Back And Smiling Because Winter 
Was Such a Downer and It’s Finally Over” 

month.  And it is true that we are more likely to see the 
sun as the rains have abated.  But nature has certainly 
reminded us, that she is the boss. 
 
COVID-19 now dominates much of our thoughts. 
 
The virus is a threat to our health and to our way of 
life.  Physicians are best able to address the health 
issues (finish reading this article, then go wash your 
hands!), and business leaders and politicians, will (I 
hope) address many of the economic threats to our way 
of life. 
 
But there is also a need for the Sherfield Park 
community to step up.  Many of our neighbours are 
vulnerable.  The virus will infect a large number of us, 
but the elderly and those with underlying health 
concerns are most at risk of serious illness.   Self 

isolation may be 
suggested, but 
for many of the 
elderly, isolation 
is itself a problem.  
 
But just as many of us are vulnerable, many of us are 
offering to help.  A quick scan of Facebook shows at 
least three, very thoughtful offers and I am sure others 
will come. The Sherfield Park Over 55’s will continue 
to support our members and others in the community.  
It’s this spirit of caring and helping our neighbours that 
matters in Sherfield Park.  And why Sherfield Park 
matters. 
 
Be safe. 
 
Stephen Levin 

Sherfield Park Community Association 

01256 883967 

communications@sherfieldparkcomunity.co.uk 

Sherfield Park Matters  

  Hampshire County Council  www.hants.gov.uk/coronavirus  
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Coronavirus summary information 
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Coronavirus summary information (con) 
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S 
pring is almost here and, unless there are late 
frosts or snow, the garden will be getting into full 
swing and there is lots to do outside and in the 

greenhouse of on the window sill.  Carry on planning 
and planting your seeds for the summer.  It is getting 
late to plant and prune hedges, shrubs and roses and to 
divide perennial plants.  When the rain stops and the 
sun shines, spend a few minutes to enjoy the garden 
and your handiwork but then get on with it ! 
 Some JOBS for April 
 Carry on sowing your seeds for annuals under cover 
or, if you intend to plant directly into the garden 
later,  prepare the seedbeds now. Time is short. 

 Plant out summer 
bulbs - gladioli and 
lilies. 

 Dig up and split 
patches of snowdrops 
when they have 
finished flowering and 
replant ‘in the green’. 

 Deadhead spring 
bulbs, daffodils and 
tulips.  Leave to foliage to feed the bulbs for next year’s 
flowering.  Do not cut off the leaves and try not to tie 
them back even if they do look a little untidy. 

 Check that your dahlia 
tubers are shooting.  Don’t 
overwater.  Protect the 
young shoots from frost 
and slugs. 

 Split your polyanthus 
and primroses after they finish flowering. 

 Prune your roses if you haven’t already done 
so.  Follow the 3D rule - cut out anything that is 
damaged, dead or diseased.  Use sharp secateurs and 
don’t be afraid to be a bit brutal as the roses will grow 
back even stronger. 

 Plant out new perennials. 

 Early potatoes can be planted out and put the seed 
potatoes for later varieties inside in trays to start 
shooting.  Traditionally potatoes are planted on Good 
Friday. 

 Sow seeds of leeks, courgettes, cucumbers.  Your 
tomato seedlings should be growing strongly now. 
Order plug bedding plants - annuals and geraniums - 
which will save you lots of money later in the season 
and will give you the pleasure of growing your own 
rather than buying from the garden centres. 
Richard Elphick Real Estate 
www.richardelphickrealestate.com 
Tel: 07768 004820 

SHERFIELD FLOWER and PRODUCE SHOW  
Plan your entries now for the September 6th 2020 

With social gatherings currently discouraged we have 
online meetings planned to keep us connected. Please 
join us for virtual coffee mornings and free seated yoga 
& meditation classes. We are all being advised that have 
having regular activities scheduled will help our mental 
health get us through this difficult period. So here at 
Basingstoke & District Disability Forum we have 
planned the following weekly online activities: 
 
Mondays at 
10am, from 
30th March 
- coffee 
mornings 
via video 
software. 
Join us 
from the 
comfort of 
your home with a cuppa & biscuit for a weekly 'get 
together'. We will be offering craft ideas, positivity and 
chatter (and things we haven't thought of yet!) 

 
Wednesdays at 12 
noon, from 25th 
March - seated yoga 
and meditation. Find a 
quiet space in your home 
with a chair and enjoy 40 
minutes of calm practice for 

ourselves. 
 
To take part in these free 
activities please email 
info@bddf.org.uk for the 
registration link. We will 
be using software which 
is compatible with PC, 
Mac, Linux, iOS or 
Android (basically most 
smart phones, tablets, 

laptops and computers). 

BDDF events & services from March 2020 
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T 
he club, founded in 1970 and based in the 
village of Sherfield-on-Loddon, will celebrate 
its 50th birthday this year. Now a firmly 

established Youth Football Club it is looking  to recruit 
some responsible adults to join its committee and help 
to maintain the success it has achieved over the years. 

The club currently operates teams from 3 ½  years to 
17 years and the need is there to have a reliable working 
committee to run the operations of the club. Currently 
our Committee number strength is low and to enable 
the club to continue to operate in a sensible way means 
that the committee strength must maintain a working 
core.  Over the years the club has operated very 

successfully with a committee 
number strength of eight to 

ten persons, but sadly due 
to parental commitments 
this has reduced to 

just  five persons (three 
male & two female). 

 We are looking to recruit a Treasurer plus four to five 

other 
adults to 
maintain 
the club’s 
status, we 
are a well- 
respected club and the aim is to maintain that standard. 

If you are agile, sensible and of a co-operative nature 
then please contact the club and help to maintain the 
club’s reputation and enable us to continue to provide 
football, fun and enjoyment for the young people in 
our area. 

Loddon Sports currently competes in the Peter 
Houseman Youth League, the North East Hants Youth 
League  and the East Berks League. 

  If you are interested in maintaining the Club’s status, 
then please contact our Club Secretary— 

  Fred Berntsen on 01256-882798 or write or call to— 

6 Bullsdown Close, Sherfield-on–Loddon, RG27 
ODZ.    

Loddon Sports Youth Football Club 

 On arrival at the meeting held on Wednesday 4th 
March members were greeted by Richard Marmoy 
from Basingstoke Neighbourcare with a display of the 
work they carried out in the area.  There was then a 
chance for people to test their memories with a 
photographic competition organised by Martin Bishop 
which was based on trips that had been taken during 
the past year.  The Group then held their AGM which 
was attended by 45 members and 1 visitor. The 
Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming 
everyone and commented on the help given to 
him by both the members of the committee 
and all the others who helped at the 
monthly meetings. This meant that the 
group had another successful year with a 
wide range of speakers and outings while 
still maintaining a steady membership and 
ensuring financial stability. The Secretary, Treasurer, 
Membership Secretary and Welfare Officer all gave 
their reports and the officers and committee members 
for the coming year were appointed. 

Committee members for the coming year are:- 

Chairman - David Cowling, Vice-Chairman – David 
Dance, Secretary - Tony Brazier, Treasurer - June 
Brazier, Membership Secretary - Sonia Waite, 
Welfare Officer - Christine Broadbent, Speaker 
Secretary - Maggie Hatton. 

Following this we had a talk 
from Brenda Pullen of 
Hampshire County Council’s Connect to Support 
Hampshire.  She explained that their work was to bring 
together as many aids and give as much advice as 
possible to adults in the county.  The main source was 
their web site www.connecttosupporthampshire.org.uk which 
had a number of sections including Information and 
Advice, Community Directory, Care Options and 

News and Events.  Within these headings were 
numerous options to find out about almost 

anything that was available to everyone.  
Further information in the form of 
literature and directories was also available 
at libraries. 

Bookings are now being taken for trips to - 

Hatfield House on Thursday 23rd April, 
afternoon Tea at BCOT on Thursday 30th April and A 
Day at Newbury Races on Friday 15th May. 

The next meeting is on 1st April when we will have a 
talk called “Amdram” from Mike Brooks.  The group 
meets on the first Wednesday of each month at 
Brookvale Village Hall from 10am to 12noon and all 
retired Civil Servants, their relatives and friends are 
welcome.  Further details about the group and 
information about our trips can be obtained by 
contacting csrfbasingstoke@gmail.com. 

Basingstoke Civil Service Retirement Fellowship 
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I 
t's important to be able to laugh in these times, as 
Esther Rantzen observed recently. One of her 
suggestions was the Radio 4 should broadcast the 

writings of PG Wodehouse. He is a favourite author of 
mine and he has a Hampshire connection, though 
admittedly way south of here, at 
Emsworth near Portsmouth. 
One of his major characters if of 
course Lord Emsworth in the 
Blandings Castle books. 
Wodehouse taught at Emsworth 
House School, run by Baldwin 
King-Hall and his sister Ella. The 
school is mentioned in Mike 
(1909) and provided the setting 
for The Little Nugget (1913). The 
building no longer exists.  

Wodehouse dedicated Indiscretions of Archie (1921) to 
Baldwin King-Hall: 

Dedication to 

B.W. KING-HALL 

My Dear Buddy 

We have been friends for eighteen years. A 
considerable proportion of my books were written 

under your hospitable roof.  And I have never 
dedicated one to you. What will  be the verdict of 

Posterity on this? The fact is, I have become rather 
superstitious about dedications. No sooner 

do you label a book with the legend : 

TO MY BEST FRIEND X 

Then X cuts you in Piccadilly,  or you bring a lawsuit 
against him. There is a fatality about it.  However I 
can’t imagine anyone quarrelling with you, and I am 
getting more attractive all the time, so let’s take a 
chance. 

Yours ever,   
P.G. Wodehouse 

Personally I prefer the Jeeves books to the Blandings 
Castle series. Here's one of my favourite bits. Bertie 
Wooster has joined Roberta Wickham, his supposed 
fiancée, at his aunt's house, where he has discovered the 
famous brain specialist Sir Roderick Glossop 

masquerading as a butler.   

'Pop Glossop joined us with a 
telegram for Bobbie on a salver. 
From her mother, I presumed, 
calling me some name which she 
had forgotten to insert in previous 
communications. Or, of course, 
possibly expressing once more her 
conviction that I was a guffin, 
which, I thought, having had time 
to ponder over it, would be 
something in the nature of a 

bohunkus or a hammerhead. 

'Oh, thank you, Swordfish,' said Bobbie, taking the 
'gram. 

It was fortunate that I was not holding a tea cup as she 
spoke, for hearing Sir Roderick thus addressed I gave 
another of my sudden starts and, had I had such a cup 
in my hand, must have strewn its contents hither and 
thither like a sower going forth sowing. As it was, I 
merely sent a cucumber sandwich flying through the air. 

'I could have relied on Bobbie to shove her oar in. The 
girl had no notion of passing a thing off. 

'"Excuse it, please," she said. "I ought to have warned 
you. Bertie is training for the Jerk The Cucumber 
Sandwich event at the next Olympic Games. He has to 
be practising all the time."' 

PG Wodehouse, Jeeves in the Offing (1960). 

JA 

A little light relief 

T 
hank you for all you do delivering the Loddon 
Valley Link house-to-house. Because of your 
help the Link is in a healthy financial position 

and we are able to give back to the benefice churches 
and the community in the form of grants.  

We are carrying out an inventory of the distribution 
rounds, to see what the current position is and whether 

any reorganisation needs to be done to make them 
operate more efficiently. It would be most helpful if 
you could contact us with details of which roads and 
houses you deliver to. Please contact Donald Dawson 
or Pip Iles by email or phone (contact details p. 48).  

Many thanks! 

Jane Abrams (Loddon Valley Link Committee Chair)  

To all our existing volunteers 

http://www.connecttosupporthampshire.org.uk
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 SHERFIELD PARK PARISH NEWS 
MEETING DATES 
The next full Parish Council meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 8th April 2020 at 7.30pm. The agenda and 
supporting items will be available on the Parish Council 
Notice Boards and website, no less than 5 days 
beforehand.  
SHERFIELD PARK IN BLOOM 

Sherfield Park residents are enjoying the Spring bulbs 
which are flowering in abundance in a variety of 
locations. Many thanks to our Dove House volunteers 
who continue to work to support this project and 
others which will be progressed as the rest of Sherfield 
Park becomes adopted by BDBC. 

AMPORT ROAD PLAY AREA 

BDBC have now updated the Parish Council that there 
is a requirement for the additional LEAP (Local 
Equipped Area for Play) in the northwest corner of 
Sherfield Park and that Croudace have confirmed they 
will be submitting an application for the play area and 
will begin the process. However, in light of residents 
comments and petition, Croudace will be looking to 
arrange a community involvement exercise so that all 
residents are engaged and informed and can comment 
before the application is submitted.  As part of the 

planning application process, BDBC will carry out the 
normal consultation process too. Any further details 
will be shared as soon as we receive them. 
NEW COUNCILLOR FOR SPPC 
The Parish Council are delighted to welcome Chris 
Circuit who was co-opted as a member on Wednesday 
11th March. Chris and his family have lived at Sherfield 
Park since 2016 and he brings a wealth of experience 
working in committee led projects for the community.  
GRANT APPLICATION 

The Parish Council received a Grant Application from 
the 2nd Basingstoke East Sherfield Park Cubs for a total 
of £500 to assist with the purchase of a new tent which 
will be used by the Cubs and Beavers for overnight 
camping trips. Members unanimously agreed to 
support the application. 
COVID-19 

The Parish Council have reviewed the current 
Coronavirus situation and are aware that this fast 
moving issue will evolve on a day to day basis. 
Contingency plans to ensure Parish Council business 
continues are in place. 
 
Tracy Hamer,  
Clerk & RFO to Sherfield Park Parish Council 

Travelling about the area lately you may have noticed 
a new phenomenon. As well as the regular occurrence 
of seeing people dropping litter, there are a couple of 
people actually picking it up.  
Local residents John Readman and Ian Deeprose both 

demonstrating a love of the outdoors, met 
as footpath wardens. They noticed the 
amount of litter collecting on our local 
footpaths and roads, especially the 
A33, and decided to do something 
about it. They can often be seen 
together and individually, litter pick 

and bag in hand, diving into the verges to collect 
the rubbish that is inconsiderately discarded. This 

is at some personal risk along 
our roads so if you do see them 
please slow down and pass 
considerately.  
As Ian says,  littering is a criminal 
offence. Apart from that, showing a 
pride in our place should be 
instinctive. He still remembers the 

‘good old days’ when Corona 
meant getting deposit money 
back on a bottle of Corona 
Lemonade.  
Judging from the amount of 
litter he collects there are 
many people who don’t 
understand the potential implications of a moment’s 

thoughtless act. A 
couple of examples 
are shown here 
which include a 
child’s car booster 
seat, hate to think 
what happened to the 
child!  
If their activities spur 
you on to get 

involved please let the editor know and we’ll gauge the 
response and see how we can get more people 
involved in a sensible and safety-conscious way.      
(e.g. plus High Vis jackets! - Ed)              Simon Boase 

A Walk on the Wildside!  
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Oh Yes, I’m working from home 
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Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

   Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website: www.molegone.co.uk 
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The majority of clubs and associations have decided to 
cancel or postpone all social gatherings until further 
notice, so it’s timely to think about hobbies and 
pastimes we can enjoy in the comparative safety of our 
own homes. The relaxation and satisfaction one gets 
from gardening is well illustrated by the photograph on 

the right which was 
kindly supplied by our 
very own former 
chairman of the Loddon 
Valley Link Committee, 
Dr Donald Dawson. He 
says he enjoyed potting 
up some 320 geraniums 
while in solitary 
confinement. His efforts 

were in aid of Percy’s Plant Sale which, sadly, has since 
been cancelled. 
However, he 
remains 
undaunted  and 
highly confident 
that they will be 
available for sale 
later in the year 
when, all being 
well, we shall be  
beyond the self-
isolation phase 
currently being 
imposed on us by the coronavirus.  Ed 

Something of  Interest to Do in the Garden? 

Coronavirus summary information  
There will undoubtedly be some wonderfully public spirited initiatives set up in the coming days and weeks 
aimed at supporting the most vulnerable. Here’s one spotted in window of Sherfield Shop. 

Further Information  

Department of Health and Social Care 

www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response 

Public Health England 

www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-list-of-guidance 

NHS 

www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

Hampshire County Council 

www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/coronavirus/hampshire-residents 
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I 
n Year 2 we have been learning about the 
continents and oceans of the world. Geography has 
been fun! Asia covers more than half the world as it 

is so big. Africa is really hot and really dry. Australia is 
also very hot because it is near to the equator. North 
America is colder and South America is hotter. 
Antarctica is really cold because it is at the bottom of the 
world, the south pole is in Antarctica. Europe has hot 
and cold weather and England is in Europe. The Arctic 
and Antarctic sound similar but they are very different, 
one is in the North and one in the South of the world 
and one is made of ice the other is ice on top of land. 
Our science learning linked with this, we have learnt 
about habitats and life cycles. A habitat is where an 
animal or plant lives and they have everything there that 
they need to survive. The animals that live there have a 
safe space for them to be able to breed, suitable food 
and the right weather conditions.  

We are learning about the Great Fire of London in 
History.  We have been talking about how the fire 
started, it happened in 1666, from September 2nd to the 
7th. We have been learning the Great Fire of London 
song that has some facts and actions in it. In English we 
have been thinking about the story, Handa’s Surprise, 
we have planned our own story about a different 
adventure for Handa and Akeyo and will write it and 
read it to Year R children. We are really excited about 
that. We have also been learning about computers and 
how they are everywhere around us. We found out 

about how computers send messages 
to each other, we pretended to be a 
supermarket, sending messages from 
the till, to stock computer then to the 
warehouse. We also pretended to be a 
bank, knowing if it was the right card with the right pin 
number to get money out or put money in and keeping 
the total of how much was in everyone’s account. 

In Year 1, they have been learning about the Titanic. 
They visited ‘SeaCity’ a Titanic museum. They have been 
learning about different facts and have been writing and 
drawing pictures about it and have made an enormous 
Titanic display. They have been growing beans like in 
‘Jack and the beanstalk’ and have been writing a bean 
diary about how quickly they grow.  

In Year R they have been learning about ‘People who 
help us’ and have had visitors from the police, 
ambulance and a postman. They have been reading 
‘Jasper’s Beanstalk’ about a cat growing a beanstalk. 
They have been writing letters to Jasper and writing their 
own stories imagining what might be at the top of the 
beanstalk.   

We recently celebrated World Book Day and everyone 
dressed up thinking about the book we were learning 
about. Year 2 wore yellow to be like ‘Beegu’ a little 
yellow alien, Year 1 dressed as ‘Jack and the Beanstalk 
characters’ and Year R dressed up as ‘Jasper’ the cat.  

Isla Clarke and Yasleen Minhas 

S 
ocial distancing and self-isolation mean that we 
cannot go out to restaurants, pubs, theatres and 
other public places but, especially with medical 

advice that it is important to keep exercising, here are a 
few activities which are still available to us: 

Gardening 

On p. 22 you will find our regular feature on jobs you 
need to do in the garden now. This is with the idea of 
preparing for the Sherfield Show; since it is not until 
September 6th it is to be hoped that this will still go 
ahead but even if it doesn't it's a good way of spending 
your time.  

Open Spaces 

From Sunday 22 March, Nation Trust has taken the 
decision to close parks and 
gardens, in addition to houses, 
shops and cafés, to help restrict 
the spread of coronavirus. 

Many of our car parks for 
countryside and coastal locations will also have to close 
due to high demand. We urge people to stay local and 
observe social distancing. Please do not travel. 

Information on which National Trust outdoor places are 

open can be found at www.nationaltrust.org.uk. 

If art is your thing, with galleries being closed a group of 
Paris museums have made available 150,000 works 
available for free: 

www.parismusees.paris.fr/en/actualite/open-content-
150000-works-from-the-museum-collections-of-the-city-
of-paris-freely 

Ideas for reading web sites: 

A Good Read 

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006v8jn 

Open Book 

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qp6p 

Hampshire Online Library  

www.borrowbox.com 

If you have more ideas about how to occupy your time 
while confined to the house we would loved to hear 
from you, and will feature them in future editions.  

Activities you can still do  

http://www.parismusees.paris.fr/en/actualite/open-content-150000-works-from-the-museum-collections-of-the-city-of-paris-freely
http://www.parismusees.paris.fr/en/actualite/open-content-150000-works-from-the-museum-collections-of-the-city-of-paris-freely
http://www.parismusees.paris.fr/en/actualite/open-content-150000-works-from-the-museum-collections-of-the-city-of-paris-freely
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West Green Road  
Hartley Wintney  

RG27 8LP 
 

Open June (date varies) to late September for 
Pick Your Own & Picked fruit, vegetables and 

flowers including Strawberries, Tayberries, 
Currants, Gooseberries, Raspberries, New 
Potatoes and Asparagus; local Honey, Free 
Range Eggs and Homemade Jams and Ice 

Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, and to place 
orders or visit  www.westgreenfruits.com 
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Latest Police Crime Data January 2020  
Visit https://www.police.uk/shape/EVhKif/ for more information 
including outcomes for these crimes and contact information for your local police team. 

 

 

 

 

Page 39 



Page 40 

 

Puzzle Page 

www.sudokuoftheday.com  

Set by Alberich 
Solutions on p. 44 

 ACROSS 

1 Seize conflicting factions in church (10) 

9 European sophistication (6) 

10 Is a climate change causing disasters? (10) 

11 Writer keeps ring for labourer (4) 

12 British team’s touring Spain in addition (7) 

15 Converted democrat has no time for friend (7) 

16 Road damaged by nitrogen gas (5) 

17 Fellow gets to have a meal – that’s an 

achievement (4) 

18 Money is essential to amateur ornithologist (4) 

19 Annoyance when old car doesn’t start (5) 

21 Withdraw religious education pamphlet (7) 

22 Note, garment provides compensation (7) 

24 Writer not unknown to be difficult (4) 

27 Urbane exec unusually displaying high spirits 
(10) 

28 Grandmother has setback in French city (6) 

29 The tears we shed, darling (10) 

DOWN 

2 Old stove’s colour (6) 

3 Supporter keeps pound for tart (4) 

4 Captain provides opening for sound sleeper (7) 

5 Dry run requiring outside help (4) 

6 One slip spoiled foreign letter (7) 

7 Rare title circulates around university as 

reading matter (10) 

8 You keep below – shouting’s beginning to get 

noisy (10) 

12 Be needing tennis stroke in advance (10) 

13 A little knowledge of Swedish initially being 

important (10) 

14 Was model embracing popular and good 

person? (5) 

15 In credit, need to pay shrink (5) 

19 A bit of a shock involving Chelsea’s top player 

(7) 

20 Soldiers negotiate for shelter (7) 

23 Score freely, netting century in game (6) 

25 Copper needs to be 27 perhaps (4) 

26 Reasonable-sounding price (4) 
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F 
ollowing our popular article in last month’s 
Loddon Valley Link, Shinfield Tennis Club will 
be updating readers monthly about our 

activities, especially once the summer tennis season 
starts on April 1st!  New members are welcome 
throughout the year and interested adults can come 
along for an informal trial hit on Monday or Tuesday 
evenings from about 6.00pm.  We are a very friendly 
bunch!   
If you are considering getting into social or competitive 
tennis, please contact Steve, who lives in locally, on 
07745 449 626 (info@shinfieldtennisclub.co.uk), or 
Tony on 07980 844 487 
(coaches@shinfieldtennisclub.co.uk).  Tony’s your man 
if you are a junior or adult looking to develop your 
game or commence match play.  Join by mid-April and 
you also go into the club’s draw for Wimbledon 

tickets!! 
At the end of the 
winter season we are 
very proud of our 
men’s doubles 2nd team 
gaining promotion, 
whilst our Ladies 2nd 

team has a good chance of being promoted.  Amongst 
our Juniors, Our U18 girls pair are hopeful of ending 
up as Berkshire County champions, our Under 10 boys 
team finished a creditable second against several larger 
clubs, and our U8 mixed team playing in their first 

tournament gained a 
creditable 3rd place. 
Events for your diary in 
April and early May include: 

 “American” mixed 
doubles tournaments 
on 11th April and 31st May.  These start at 
1.00pm and there is no need for a partner, just 
come down and play! 

 An open family “Easter Egg Hunt and Tennis 
Event”, from 10am on 11th April;  

 Two top national coaches, Luke Mulligan and 
Danny Sapsford joining us for a “Learn from 
the best” event on 3rd May.  These former top 
pros will coach juniors and adults, and play an 
exhibition match.  If you or your youngsters 
want to take part e-mail 
coaches@shinfieldtennisclub.co.uk to book 
your spot.  This is open to everyone, but places 
are limited; and finally 

 A “Nature Valley” sponsored event for people 
of all ages and standards looking to get into 
tennis is being held on May 16th! 

 
Hope to see you at Shinfield Tennis Club soon! 
 
Steve Vaux - Secretary,  
Tel: 07745 449 626 

                                   PLAYING TENNIS 

O 
ur last meeting was called ‘The Future of 
Food’ and we looked at how far our food 
travels.  We all brought examples of the 

country of origin of our various foodstuffs, mainly in 
packaging format, but also the actual produce.  The 
first item we looked at was asparagus grown in Mexico 
from December to April, a much longer season than 
our home-grown asparagus.  After a journey via Los 
Angeles, it finally ends up in our local Marks and 
Spencer.  We looked at a graph showing horticultural 
trade by value and fruit and berries were top, with 
soybeans coming a fairly close second. Vegetables were 
fourth after wheat.  In the first half of 2018 the UK 
imported £23 billion worth of food and £11 billion of 
that was for fruit and vegetables.  95% of our fruit 
comes from overseas and 50% of our vegetables.  Most 
of it arrives on massive container ships with food kept 
at a low controlled temperature.  Bananas are a good 
example of this, most of them coming from Colombia, 
but also from the Caribbean and other South American 

countries.  Next we discovered that 
a lot of our mushrooms come from 
Poland where they have the technology to grow them 
on a large scale in dark sheds.  The UK imports 
350,000 tonnes of Vivaldi potatoes each year from 
Israel.  They are kept in storage for 6 months and travel 
2,200 miles.  Further afield, fruits such as prunes and 
blueberries are imported from Chile – 7,452 miles 
away!  We also looked at dried dark apricots from 
Turkey (1,936 miles), green beans from Kenya (4,468 
miles) and cherry tomatoes from Morocco (1,638 
miles).  We were then asked to guess where certain 
items originated from.  The first was corned beef and 
we all guessed Argentina, but in fact it came from 
France.  Next was HP sauce from the Netherlands, 
tuna from Ghana and pine nuts from China.  Someone 
brought Colombian coffee, which is the richest coffee 
growing area.  At the end of the meeting we marked 
with pins and thread on a map of the world where all 

(Continued on page 43) 
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B 
asingstoke Deane Rotary is proud to have 
been one of the sponsors of the Basingstoke 
Sports Awards.  Our President Alf McCarthy 

was pleased to be able to attend.  Basingstoke has a 
wealth of sporting talent over a wide range of sports 
with world class gold, silver and bronze medal winners 
amongst them.    

North Hampshire Hospital Trust WOW! Awards 

The compassion, dedication and skill of staff from 
across Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 
were celebrated during a special WOW! Awards 
ceremony.  Hundreds of nominations come from 
hospital users or their families and also from their 
fellow staff.  Our Club is very pleased to be one of the 
sponsors for the WOW awards and President Alf 
McCarthy attended to present a well-deserved award.   

Stroke Prevention Day 16th May 2020 

For every 10 people diagnosed with high blood 
pressure, seven remain undiagnosed and untreated – 
that is more than 5.5 million people in England alone. 
Knowing Your Blood Pressure helps people to 
understand the link between high blood pressure and 
stroke, as well as other risk factors and, crucially, what 
they can do to reduce their risk of having a stroke.  
Stroke Prevention is one of several health and 
wellbeing campaigns that Rotary clubs across Great 
Britain and Ireland are involved in. We will  be holding 
our Stroke prevention day on May 16th when we could 
be taking your blood pressure and giving advice.   

Look out in next month’s 
Rotary Round Up and 
Facebook for announcements on venue and times 

Symptoms of stroke 

Signs of stroke - FAST 

Face: Can the person smile? Has their face fallen on 
one side? 

Arms: Can the person raise both arms and keep them 
there? 

Speech problems: Can the person speak clearly and 
understand what you say? Is their speech slurred? 

Time: If you see any of these three signs, call 999. 

The FAST test helps to spot the three most common 
symptoms of stroke. But there are other signs that you 
should always take seriously. These include: 
Sudden weakness or numbness on one side of the 
body, including legs, hands or feet. 
Difficulty finding words or speaking in clear sentences. 
Sudden blurred vision or loss of sight in one or both 
eyes. 
Sudden memory loss or confusion, and dizziness or a 
sudden fall. 
A sudden, severe headache. 

If you spot any of these signs of a stroke, don't 
wait. Call 999 straight away. 

Ambulance paramedics are trained in stroke, and will 
take the person to the best hospital for specialist 
treatment. 

           ROTARY ROUNDUP APRIL 2020 

I 
n line with guidance from NHS England from 
18th March visiting or accompanying patients in 
hospital is to be severely restricted.  

For an overview on Coronavirus (Covid-19) and the 
health information and advice you may need, 
please visit:  
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  

Alternatively, please visit the Hampshire Hospitals 
NHS Foundation Trust for all the details that you’ll be 
needing: 

www.nhs.uk/Services/Trusts/HospitalsAndClinics/De
faultView.aspx?id=975  
On behalf of the Hampshire Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust  

our produce had come from and it was noticeable that 
absent from this were Russia, Australia, New Zealand 
and Canada, but no one had brought wine (Australia 
and NZ) or maple syrup (Canada).   We were not sure 
about Russia!  Of course over our winter months we 
are importing food from the warmer climes of the 
southern hemisphere.  We thought it would be 
interesting to repeat this exercise later in the year. 

'We have postponed our meetings until further notice, 
but it is hoped to have our Diamond anniversary 
meeting in August instead of April. 

(Continued from page 42) 
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Puzzle Solutions  

STRATFIELD SAYE VILLAGE 

HALL 
 

 

 

A small, attractive and traditional hall in 
New Street, Stratfield Saye 

Ideal for children’s parties and functions 

Ample parking 

To view or hire, contact Linda on:  

(01189)332106 

St Leonard’s Church Room is 

available for hire 
The Church Room attached to St Leonard's 
is a light modern space with kitchen (Food 

Hygiene Rating 5), and toilet facilities. 
Suitable for business and community group 

meetings or parties. Large car park.   

For more information about hiring please 
contact:  

admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk / 01256 
882788 
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YOUR LOCAL TRADE 
PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR 

PLUMBING, HEATING & 
ELECTRICAL NEEDS  

FOR MORE DETAILS 
PLEASE CONTACT US: 

     Tel: 01256 880044   
MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: 
admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

mailto:admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk
mailto:admin@pscservices.co.uk
http://www.pscservices.co.uk
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Following the recent developments with coronavirus 
and the current circumstances, the fete committee has 
met to discuss the feasibility of this year’s fete. 

With June nearing and government guidance currently 
suggesting mass gatherings should not take place, sadly 
the decision has been taken to cancel this year’s fete. 

Whilst we have been very mindful of the impact on all 
those with an involvement or interest in the fete, we 
hope you will agree that public safety has to be our 
priority in these unprecedented times. 

We really 
appreciate your 
continued 
support, thank 
you for your understanding and let’s all look forward to 
the 2021 fete. 

Sherfield Village Fete June 13th 2020 
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information on Chineham Library see Facebook, 

Twitter. You can borrow books online 
from Borrowbox.com using your 
library card Ed 
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Rector:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, email  
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Tuesday) 

Assistant Priest  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
sc.cedars@greenbee.net  

Curate (priest responsible for Bramley and  
Little London):  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  

Licensed Lay Ministers:  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
lgoodall.work@gmail.com 

 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, Sherfield-on-
Loddon, RG27 0JB  
Churchwarden: David Fright 01256 882520 
Treasurer: Peter Martinson 07952 873274 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
 

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Rosy Staines 07921 658453  
rosyhannah@hotmail.com 
  

Benefice of Sherfield on Loddon and Stratfield Saye  

with Hartley Wespall with Stratfield Turgis and Bramley - Church Officers 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
    

All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles 
Tel. 01256 880559 

advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
 

Deadline for advertisements for next edition is the 10th of the month 
Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. Requests are 

dealt with in order. 
 Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 

Editor for the May edition - Jane Abrams 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 14th April 

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee 

Chair and Editor Jane Abrams  01256 881188  
jabrams2226@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 
advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Simon Boase Editor and CTO 
01256 881250 sibo999@gmail.com 

Howard Perkins Editor 
01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 

Chiara Ziamin 
chiara.zamin@gmail.com 

Claire Osborne 01256 324458 

(guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk 

Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 

Rev. Stephen Ball 01256 881071 
vicar.sb54rev@gmail.com 

Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
lyngiugovaz@gmail.com 

Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379  
dgdawson@sky.com 

Louise Grainger  01256 883967   
manager@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

                              

Loddon Valley Link  
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Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 

842662 
882426 
TBC 
07585 578295 
882096 
882534 
465214 
-  
07775 674869  
07552114188  
07785 580456 
882798 
880903 
07867 547696 
882350  
882798 
882534 
882106 
101 
101 
880075 
882210 
882687 
423855 
882605 
882680 
882350  
883967  
07778546477  
07768004820  
 
07468 427684 
07940 212441 
07585 578295  
842662 
881760 
881021 
07771 727547 
0118 933 2106  
882351 
 
882334 
07796 045944 
 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments 
Basingstoke Gazette  
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr 
Bramley and Sherfield Borough Cllr 
Brownies 
Breach Lane Chapel 
Catholic Church 
Clift Surgery Patient Group 
Cricket Club (Sherfield) 
Cricket Club (ST & HW) 
 
Evergreens                    
Happy Faces Playgroup 
Loddon Players 
Loddon Quilters 
Loddon Sports Junior Football Club 
Lunch Club  
NWR   
Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk  
Police - Sherfield Park 
Poppies 
Post Office 
Rainbows 
Sherfield Community Care Grp  
Sherfield on Loddon Fete 
Sherfield & District Gardening Club 
 
Sherfield Park Community Centre 
Sherfield Park Parish Council 
Sherfield & District Show 
Sherfield Village Hall  
 Caretaker/Bookings 
 Management Committee 
 Trustee   
Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 
Sherfield Village Green Volunteers 
Short Mat Bowls 
Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
Stratfield Saye Village Hall 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting 
Toddler Group 0-5s  
Tree Wardens 
  
 

Karen Ross  
Chris Horton 
Chris Tomlinson 
Nick Robinson 
Liz Hawkins 
Geoff Belsham                            
Fr. Chris Rutledge 
TBC 
Steve Dummer  
Manoj George  (Captain) 
Martin Turvey (Contact) 
Jean Berntsen 
Viv Allway and Alison Smith 
Peter Francis  
Jacky Morgan     
Fred Berntsen 
Helen Belsham                           
Gill Fearon 
PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 
PCSO Adam Steel 
Natalie Larner 
 
Pam Luck 
Basingstoke NeighbourCare 
Bruce Batting 
Dan Farrow  
Andy Morgan  
Louise Grainger  
Tracy Hamer 
Richard Elphick 
 
Wendy Gosden 
Ivan Gosden 
Nick Robinson  
Karen Ross 
John Attwood 
Norman Stanley 
Louise Webb 
Linda Bishop 
Sheila Campbell (Chair) 
TBC                           
John Darker 
Cllr Diana Effiong 
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, experienced, 
local lady who cleans every corner. References. Tel 07933 316989 or e-mail 
mariacleaning@live.co.uk  

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER Self assessment tax returns, arrears, claims, 
payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN All aspects of domestic electrical work undertaken, alterations, re
-wires, lights etc.  No job too small. Contact John on 07831 155782, jce.morris@outlook.com   

INSIDE/OUT Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, garden 
maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 0784 230 3366 . E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com 

 

ADVERTISE HERE Only £5 per month for 30 words. Anything from lost cats to small services. 

Just drop an email to:  advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

The ability to engulf an audience in laughter is a real 
skill which Mel Rees easily displays. He was the guest 
speaker at the latest Probus Club meeting and yet just 
spoke off the cuff. He had nothing but his memory to 
rely on as he thoroughly entertained everyone. There 
was no specific topic despite his talk having the title 
“My Family and Other Setbacks” as he gave anecdote 
after anecdote about his observations of life. 

It is not surprising he has been passed on from one 
club to another so these days he gives over 200 talks 
each year across the south east of England, sometimes 
two a day, driving over 30,000 miles in the process. 
And what good value he gives as he passes from one 
topic to another with always the amusing aspects of 
life’s experiences 
coming to the 
fore. 

Living in Ash 
Vale, or, as he 
describes it, 
Upper Ash Vale 
in Surrey, with a 
posh GU 
postcode, he 
therefore asserts he cannot catch the Coronavirus and 
is most disparaging about the neighbouring 
conurbation of Aldershot. When he had to use a 

mobile medical unit he asked the 
nurses if next time instead of 
using the Tesco car park that they 
use the one at Waitrose as they 
would get better quality patients. 

A multi faceted individual he acts 
as a tour guide at the Hoggs Back Brewery and finds it 
amusing when talking to the visitors, if they hesitate 
before answering, he knows they lie about where they 
live. Reigate instead of Redhill, near Horsham instead 
of Crawley, Hove instead of Brighton – it becomes a 
double barrelled name of Hove Actually, West 
Camberley instead of Blackwater. 

He has written several books which mirror his 
view on life and its vagaries especially about 
politics and his view of Guardianesta readers and 
PC attitudes. His nomme de plume is Anthony Mann 
and despite having one book as the Daily Express 
book of the month he could not get any literary 
agent or publisher interested in his outpourings. 
He had no option but to self publish and set up 
The Trouser Press. Today several of his books are 
on their third printing. Naturally all editions were 

on sale so a steady trade was carried out. But they can 
also be purchased on Amazon or downloaded as an E-
book. See: www.probusbasingstoke.club 

Probus President Richard Wood with Mel Rees 

Probus hears from Local Author and Raconteur 
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A good time to make a Will? 
One of the best times to think about writing a Will is when you buy 
your first property. 

Unless you have a 100% mortgage you will have some equity in the 
property and therefore something to leave. 

If you are buying a property jointly, you will also need to make 
some form of provision if you die. This is because should one of the 
joint property owners die, their share in the property will not 
automatically pass to the surviving owner.  

When drawing up a Will, it is a good idea to list all of your assets so 
you can think whether there are any items you would like to pass on 
to particular family members and friends. 

Bear in mind that the value of your home can increase your estate to 
over the threshold for Inheritance Tax, which is currently £325,000. 
If the total value of your estate is less than this amount there will be no tax to pay. 

For those who already have a Will, it is worth reviewing it every five years or so to 
reflect any life changes and major events such as having children, getting married or 
divorced. 

Our Wills and Probate team can help you make the right decisions in relation to your 
Will, to ensure it reflects your wishes and provides appropriately for those you care 
about most. We will ensure that all the wording is legally sound and that there are no 
loopholes that could endanger your estate. Once your Will is written it will be 
permanent unless you decide to change it or make a new one. 

For more information contact Lucy Watson, head of our Wills and Probate team by 
calling 01256 460830 or email lucy.watson@phillips-law.co.uk 

For more information about Phillips Solicitors incorporating Brain Chase Coles 
please visit www.phillips-law.co.uk 

mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:jce.morris@outlook.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
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