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This issue sees a fairly late Easter, with Easter Sunday falling on 
16 April. In fact the latest possible date for Easter is 25 April, but 
this won't happen again until 2038. The earliest possible date is 23 
March. If you're interested in understanding how it's worked out  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/0/21953451 is a good starting point -
but be warned; it's incredibly complicated! 

There are full details of all our Easter 
services on pp. 4-5. However, we are also 
very much looking forward to celebrating 
the 900th anniversary of St. Leonard's 
Church, Sherfield-on-Loddon, over the 
Spring Bank Holiday. An outline of the 
programme can be found on p. 19. It's a 
fascinating weekend, with events 
including a flower festival with a historical 
theme, an art exhibition, a concert by 
Tadley Concert Brass, the unveiling of a 
special anniversary embroidery and a 
barbecue. We hope that as many of you 
as possible will come along and make this 
very special occasion a success.  

Turning to wider community matters, John 
Darker has updated us on the progress of 
the Sherfield-on-Loddon Neighbourhood 
Development Plan. The next stage allows 
residents to comment, and there will be 
door-to-door delivery of forms and 
documents to make it easy for you to 
have your say. 

As ever, do keep your cover photographs, 
feature articles, and any other updates 
you want us to include. To be considered 
for the cover photos should be high 
resolution (300dpi) in portrait format. 
Please send all submissions to: 
editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk.  
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Services April 2017 

Children are welcome at all our services. Services in italics are particularly 
geared to children and families. 

Sunday 2nd April   Lent 5 

10.00am Holy Communion  St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.00am Family Service St Mary’s Stratfield Saye 

6.30pm Evensong St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

9.00am Sunday@nine St James Bramley 

10.30am Matins St James Bramley 

Wednesday 5th April   

10.00am Lent Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Sunday 9th April   Palm Sunday 

10.00am Morning Worship & Sunday 
Club 

St Leonard’s Sherfield 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

9.00am Sunday@nine St James Bramley 

10.30am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

Thursday 13th April - Sunday 16th April (Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 
Easter Day) 

For our special Easter services see facing page 

Sunday 23rd April   Easter 2 

10.00am Together in Worship - all age 
service 

St Leonard’s Sherfield 

8.00am Holy Communion St James Bramley 

10.30am Together in Worship St James Bramley 

Friday 28th April     

4.15pm Messy Church Sherfield Park Community 
Centre 

Sunday 30th Apr   Easter 3 

10.00am Benefice Communion 
(incorporating Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting) 

St Leonard’s Sherfield 

8.30am Holy Communion Little London 

9.00am Sunday@nine St James Bramley 

10.30am Morning Worship St James Bramley 
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Special Easter  

Services 

 

 

 

Hour at the Foot 
of the Cross 

 

 

Friday 14th April 11.00am   

St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
 

A unique time for prayer and peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 13th April 

7.00pm at St Leonard’s 

 

All welcome for a simple Lent 
Supper including a celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper (if attending 
please contact 01189 816593/ 
sc.cedars@greenbee.net so that 
we can cater for numbers) 

Come and join us at one of our  

Easter Day services, Sunday 16th April 
 

8.30am Holy Communion at St Stephen's, Little London 

10.00am  Family Communion at St Leonard’s Sherfield (decorating the  
  Easter Cross) 

10.00am  Holy Communion at St Mary’s Stratfield Saye 

10.00am  Holy Communion at St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

10.30am Family Communion at St James', Bramley 

mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
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Services for April 

Breach Lane Chapel 

Sherfield on Loddon 

Geoff Belsham 01256 882534/07519 708416 

Transport is available for all events at the chapel 

Thursday 2
nd

 7.45pm House Group and Bible Study at 7 Pound Close, 
Bramley 

Sunday 2
nd

 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Friday 7
th
 10.30am Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 9th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

Friday 14
th

 10.30am GOOD FRIDAY Service led by Neil Owen 

Saturday 15
th

 2.00pm Through the Roof Club led by Geoff Belsham 

Sunday 16
th
 10.30am EASTER SUNDAY Service led by Geoff Belsham 

Friday 21
st
 10.30am Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 23
rd

 10.30am Family Worship led by Rev Richard Lane 

Friday 28
th

 10.30am Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen Sunday 30
th 

  

6pm Contemporary Worship at St Andrews Methodist 
Church 

Wednesday 5th April 

 

The final Lent service will be a short service of Holy 
Communion at St Leonard’s at 10.00 a.m. 

St Leonard’s Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

 

Sunday 30th April 2017 at 10am 

 

The APCM will again this year be incorporated into the 
morning service with the opportunity to discuss the reports in 

a timely way, then lead into a shortened Act of Worship. 

 

Page 7 

Dear friends  

A couple of years ago I was privileged to 
attend a school Easter service where the 
children took a refreshing look at how 
Easter hope could be made real in our 
world today. One class focussed on Dr 
Martin Luther King’s famous ‘I have a 
dream’ speech, first delivered to 250,000 
civil rights supporters on August 28

th
 

1963. After giving a short account of the 
speech they added their own dreams for 
change in the world so as to make it a 
better place. All of their ‘dreams’ were 
well thought out but I found myself 
thinking, “How will people react to them?” 
Would the parents take them seriously or 
would they smile and say something like, 
“Oh, how sweet, what a lovely thing to 
say”.  

I strongly encouraged the parents and 
grandparents to take the ‘dreams’ very 
seriously and nurture them. I have 
observed many times that children are 
deeply spiritual beings without any help or 
influence from us. Their insights, when 
they are engaged in conversations about 
life issues, are often deeply profound and 
their grasp has an instinctive quality. The 
problem is that they are also 
impressionable and we sceptical adults 
do a good job of either knocking that 
aspect of their whole person out of them 
or imposing a system of belief on them in 
order to contain and shape them to our 
way of thinking. Neither is good and 
neither is Godly. 

Children and young people are, for the 
most part, able to get inspired about 
things that we have given up on long ago. 
We call this inspiration idealism, which 
means, perhaps, that we think their ideas 
worthy but unrealistic. We see the 
obstacles and challenges that they don’t 

and it is too easy to deflate 
their fragile egos and 
shape them with our so 
called ‘realism’. What they 
really need is for us to take 
them seriously. Their 
dreams and visions for a 
better world may well be like mountains to 
us but what they need is for us to help 
them climb, not prevent them from trying. 
If we encourage their determination to get 
even half way then they might, in time, 
encourage someone else to get to the 
top. The testimony of Martin Luther King’s 
faith bears witness to that. 

Easter hope, given to us through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus, is not 
passive. We have a vital part to play in 
order to make Easter hope real. Jesus 
came to us as a mender of brokenness to 
transform and give real meaning to our 
existence as we put our faith in him. 
However that ‘mending’ in us is only fully 
complete as we pass it on; as we too 
become menders in his name in the 
world. The Kingdom of God is where the 
hungry are fed, the weak are 
strengthened, the sick are made whole, 
the captives are freed and the lonely find 
belonging. That doesn’t happen on its 
own, it needs our compassionate 
participation, mutual encouragement 
(especially of our children) and 
passionate dreaming for a ‘Kingdom’ 
orientated world where nothing is 
impossible.  

Every blessing for a hope filled Easter. 

   Stephen (Vicar) 

sb113lb@gmail.com 

“All creation is straining on tiptoe to see 
the sons and daughters of God come into 
their own”.  

(Romans 8 v 19) 

Minister’s Letter 

mailto:sb113lb@gmail.com
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New life from old: Easter and Spring 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of 
sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He 
gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear brothers 
and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move 
you. Always give yourselves fully to the 
work of the Lord 
1 Corinthians 15 : 56 - 58 

 

Prayer for Easter time. 

Lord Jesus Christ, this is a season of new 
beginnings - not just your glorious 
resurrection from the dead, but the 
resurrection of broken dreams, crushed 
hopes, shattered faith. We praise you for 
it.  

Yet it is hard sometimes to believe such 
new beginnings can apply to us, that we 
too can start again. We look at our own 
situations - the problems which refuse to 
go away, the mistakes we go on making - 
and we see little prospect of change, no 
reason to believe that life can be different.  

But you have promised that we shall be 
born again, that anyone who trusts in you 
will become a new creation, renewed, 
remade, refreshed through your grace.  

Risen saviour, conqueror of sin and 
death, raise us to newness of life and 
teach us never to lose sight of that truth, 
however often we might fail.  

Save us from losing our sense of all that 
you are able to do, and from growing 
disheartened, disenchanted and 
disillusioned.  

Keep us open to the journey of discovery 
you hold before us and give us faith to 

walk with you wherever 
you would lead us, 
confident of your 
transforming power in 
our lives.  

Risen saviour, we ask 
you also to raise us to 
newness of life. 

In Jesus' name we 
pray.  Amen  

 

Prayer Points for April   

Pray for our troubled world, especially 

for... 

 those bereaved and injured in 
Westminster on 22 March - may 
they find comfort, hope and 
renewal   

 those who are suffering from 
starvation and famine 

 peace where there is war and 
conflict, especially in Iraq and Syria 

 those who work to relieve suffering 
and want throughout the world 

 those living in fear of debt and 
poverty 

 those known to be sick or sad 

 the future of our planet and its 
resources 

And most of all...  

Give thanks for the Easter message 

that “the Lord is risen, indeed.”  

Give thanks also for the beauty of 

spring confirming God’s faithfulness.  

Prayer Page 
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Our speaker on 
the 10th April is 
Marcus Dancer, 
whose talk is 
entitled ‘Trees 
and Shrubs for 
Winter Interest’. 
Marcus has 
been in 
horticulture 
since he left 
school. He has 
had his own 

nursery in Sandleheath near Fordingbridge 
for over 20 years where he grows a wide 
range of plants including herbaceous 

perennials, shrubs, climbers and clematis. 
Marcus grows many of the plants himself 
and his website, www.clematisplants.co.uk, 
contains lots of information about them.  

Our May speaker will be John Negus who 
will be telling us about ’12 Months of 
Colour’. 

Percy’s Plant Sale on the 13th May is fast 
approaching We are always looking for 
donations of plants to sell to raise funds for 
the club. If you have any ‘extras’, we’d be 
very happy to take them off your hands. 

For arrangements contact: 

Dan on 882680 or Andy on 882350  

Sherfield and District Gardening Club 

  

 

 

 

 

 

A reminder about the annual appeal for 
more people to help with keeping our 
church, St Leonards (Sherfield-on-
Loddon), clean for worshippers and 
visitors. 

It does not involve much time (currently 
two weeks in every sixteen, which would 
decrease if we had more helpers). We 
work in teams of two or three so that you 
will never have to be alone in the church. 
You do not need to be a church member 
- just someone handy with a duster and a 
vacuum cleaner who wishes to maintain 
our local church. We want it to be 
regarded as a community resource, not 
just a place of worship only open on a 
Sunday - especially as we now have our 

lovely new 
extension 
(which can 
be booked 
for 
meetings 
by any 
community 
group).  

We are holding the annual meeting to 
organise the rota for the coming year on 
Monday 8th May at 7:45pm in the new 
church room. There will be coffee, tea 
and biscuits afterwards.  

If you don’t feel able to be part of the 
regular rota we also welcome helpers 
who can be called upon in those rare 
occasions when someone phones in sick 
or has a domestic emergency. 

For more information contact Valerie 
Burrows on 01256 880087, Kay Pearman 
on 01256 882565 or email Valerie at: 
church@avbur.co.uk.  

Candle Wax and Cobwebs  

Salix Erythroflexuosa Tree. Picture 
courtesy of Ornamental Trees 

http://www.clematisplants.co.uk
mailto:church@avbur.co.uk
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    Parish Registers 
 

Funeral 

 

Nicholas Foot  1 March 2017  Hartley Wespall 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 28th April 2017 

Theme - Easter 

All welcome! Lots of craft, worship and tea for the children  

4.15  Arrive, register, prepare for worship 

4.30  Worship followed by craft activities 

5.15  Meal - cafe style (finish at 5.30pm) 

 

PLEASE NOTE - IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT YOU BOOK 

(in order for us to plan catering and avoid wastage) 

Also, please advise of any food allergies  

For more information and to book, please contact: 

Peta Alvares: padalvares@gmail.com or on Facebook: messychurchsol 

Dear Friends. Thank you so very much for 
all the cards and flowers which you sent to 
me when my husband Don passed away. It 
was so nice to know that people cared 
about me and that I was in their thoughts 
and prayers. 

Thanks to your generosity I was able to 
send £450 to ‘Guide Dogs for the Blind’. 
Don would have been so proud. 
 

With my sincere thanks.      

Brenda 

Don Frost 
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Miles Elliott 

GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICES 

Phone/Fax:  
01256 882224 

Mobile:07810573479E-mail: 
miles.elliott@btinternet.com 

Servicing 
Repairs 
Tuning 

Adjustment 
Sharpening 

Turgis Green 

Now’s the time for servicing 
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Sherfield Village Hall 

Matters 

Reg.Charity No 272385 

 

 

'At the heart of our 
community for over 

100 years’  

 

 

Visit our exciting redesigned website  

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk

See the full listing of facilities, regular 

clubs/activities & events 

Hire an event space for your meeting, 

party or wedding 

Join a regular club/activity 

Volunteer & support events 

To hire the hall 

Tel: 07468 427684   

admin@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk

To help at village events: 

- please fill in the volunteer form on the 

website.  

Please let us know your ideas for 

future events at the hall. 

Dates for your diary 

APRIL 

Village Coffee Morning 

Saturday 8
th

 April 11.0am SVHall   

Coffee, Cake & Company 

 

Loddon Players 

27th-29th April SVHall 

 ‘Out of Sight… Out of Murder’ 

MAY 

Percy’s Plant & Cake Sale 

and Village Coffee Morning 

Saturday 13
th

 May SVHall  

JUNE 

Sherfield Fete 

Saturday 10
th

 June Village Green 

SEPTEMBER 

Sherfield (Flower) Show 

Sunday 3
rd

 September SVHall 

Last Night of the Proms 

Saturday 9
th

 September SVHall 

Live performance first half 

Bring your interval picnics 

Televised from Albert Hall from 9pm 

Sherfield Beer Festival 

Saturday 30
th

 September SVHall 

Usual popular all-day event 

Real ale and live bands 

DECEMBER 

John Kirkpatrick 

‘Carolling & Crumpets’ 

Saturday 2
nd

 December SVHall 

Traditional English Folk songs for 

Christmas  

http://www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
http://www.viables.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=128.1509&tab=128&formaction=CMSPage
http://www.viables.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=126.383&tab=126&CMSPage&formaction=CMSPage
mailto:admin@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
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Website: www.molegone.co.uk 
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ST. Leonard’S ChurCh  
Sherfield on Loddon 

Saturday 27th to Monday 29th May 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Flower Festival “Walking through History” 

A Service with the Bishop  

Barbeque 

Anniversary Embroidery Unveiling 

How we lived then 

900th ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATion 
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The Four Horseshoes 
Old Reading Road 

Sherfield on Loddon 

RG27 2EX 

Tel: 01256 882296 

Email: info@the4horsehsoes.co.uk 

 
A warm welcome awaits you at our traditional village 

pub  

Quiz nights, live music events and much much more 

Skittle Alley/Function Room available.  

 Follow our Facebook page (thefourhorseshoessol) for all 

the info 
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PC/Laptop/Tablet/Printer Setup 

Pop-Ups/ Malware/Virus/Slow PC 

Help/Backups 

 TUITION with help notes 

 SENIOR CITIZEN friendly 

Email, Documents, Keyboards, 

Mouse 

lnternet, Uploads, Downloads etc. 

SILVASURFER 
COMPUTERS 

TUITION & REPAIRS 

Free Callout -  

No Fix No Fee 

Call Steve  

Tel: 07564 935 178 

7 days a week  

8am - 10pm 
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Speedwatch is the best solution for 

traffic issues 

Cars on Rockbourne Road have become 
the no. 1 issue on residents’ minds. The 
primary concern is reckless driving, with 
frustration over poor parking following close 
behind.  

A robust Speedwatch team made up of 
community volunteers is our best option for 
immediate improvement. Bigger 
interventions need to wait until all the roads 
in the parish are adopted by Hampshire 
County Council and the Borough of 
Basingstoke and Deane. 

In new housing developments the builder 
maintains roads, public spaces, drainage 
and other services. Only when construction 
is finished and every element is considered 
up to code will the county take on, or 
"adopt” the development. The majority of 
Sherfield Park is yet to be adopted. Once it 
is we can ask Hampshire County Council do 
formal traffic studies and consider the whole 
range of traffic management tactics such as 
signage, humps, chicanes and no parking 
areas. 

Until adoption, we can’t make any changes 
to street signage. We can, however, catch 
and caution problem drivers through our 
Speedwatch programme. Trained 
volunteers capture speeds and registration 
numbers, and report problems to the police 
(who, due to resource issues, rely on 
Speedwatch helpers). Speeders get official 
warning letters; if they’re caught three 
times, they receive a visit from the police. If 
you can help, contact Councillor Chris 
Wilson: 
cllr.wilson@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk. 

Parking on Rockbourne Road causes 
problems of visibility. Unfortunately there is 
not enough off-road parking for residents. 
so we all need to follow some basic rules; 

don’t park on both sides of the road 
(emergency vehicles must be able to get 
through), don’t block bus shelters and, if 
you pull on to the curb to park, make sure 
there’s enough room for prams and mobility 
scooters to get through.  

Annual parish meeting in May 

Your Council is currently seeking dates for 
an annual meeting in May. If there's one 
session you attend, make it this one! We'll 
summarise accomplishments from our first 
year as a Council and present plans for the 
year ahead. We're hoping to have officials 
from the local police come to address the 
traffic situation, and are pushing BT for an 
update on superfast broadband. See 
sppcnews.blogspot.co.uk for details. 

Survey to guide community activities 

Another topic at the annual meeting will be 
reporting back on what you told us you 
wanted us to do with our time and your 
Council Tax within our community 
committee. Scores of residents had 
presented ideas through a two-week 
consultation period that included four 
surgeries and lots of discussion on 
Facebook. From there, we chose the nine 
most viable ideas and put them in a survey 
for community vote. The people will rule! 
We'll go with the most popular ideas, and 
present how we're going to bring them to life 
at the meeting. 

Clerk search continues 

As the Link went to press, we were still 
looking for a new parish clerk. At our March 
meeting we said a sad farewell to our 
current clerk, Sue Talbot. She took on an 
enormous workload while setting up our 
Council and made our journey much easier. 
Thank you, and we'll miss you, Sue. If you 
know anyone interested in taking the role, 
there's more information on our news page: 
sppcnews.blogspot.co.uk. 

Page 23 

Basingstoke Hospital 

A Certificate of Appreciation 
was recently presented to 

Donna Green, Chief Nurse at Basingstoke 
Hospital, for once again allowing Bramley 
and District Branch RBL to collect for the 
Poppy Appeal in the foyer of the Hospital. 
Almost £4,000 was collected.   

 

The Poppy Appeal needs your help 

Jean Young is standing down as the local 
co-ordinator of the Poppy Appeal and we 

are looking for an 
energetic person to take 

on this task 
on a 
seasonal basis. This is a very 
rewarding task and we will 
provide guidance and as much 
help as possible. 

Please help if you can.  

Contact: John Delafield 01256 889789, or 
Rhydian Vaughan 07774 681516  

Visit 

In other news, a visit to RAF Odiham by the 
Branch has been planned for Monday 24th 
April at 13:30. Anyone who would like to 
join the party should contact the Chairman 
John Delafield on 07850 950349 by Friday 
7th April 2017. 

 

Finally an appeal from Treasurer Steve 
Day. You don’t need to have served in the 
armed forces to join the Royal British 
Legion - please join the Bramley and come 
along to the meetings.  

Steve Day – Branch Treasurer – 07341 
552732 

News from the Royal British Legion - 

Bramley and District Branch 

L to R: Rhydian Vaughan, Vice Chairman, Jean 
Young Poppy Appeal Organiser and Secretary, 
Donna Green, Chief Nurse, Basingstoke Hospital,  
John Delafield, Chairman 

Flowers, Produce and Crafts 

Sunday 3 September 2017 2:00~4:15 

(note day) 

 

Schedules are available at 
www.sherfieldshow.org.uk  

mailto:cllr.wilson@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk
sppcnews.blogspot.co.uk
sppcnews.blogspot.co.uk
http://www.sherfieldshow.org.uk


Page 24 

Roger Shaw, a member of Henley 
Probus, gave a talk to the Probus 
Club of Basingstoke about the history 
of the Oregon Trail. He lived in 
America for seven years and together 
with his wife drove the entire 3,000 
miles route in 2013 and 2015.  

Immigrants were encouraged to 
resettle as the east coast had been 
swamped by the influx of people from 
Europe. The settlers were attracted 
by plentiful and cheap land, originally 
600 acres for a married couple 
(approximately a square mile) and 
320 acres for a single man. The only 
stipulation was that they had to 
improve it. Between 1840 and 1860 

half a million pioneers, including 
Mormons and many Irish, made the 
six months journey from Missouri 
traversing the Great Plains, then 
across the Rockies to the west coast. 
They favoured a particular route 
across the mountains where a trail 
had been worn over many years by 
millions of buffalo. 

Most people will have seen at the 
cinema or on TV stories about the 
Wild West and wagon trains that 

formed circles at 
night for protection 
against attacks by 
American Indians. 
The reality was 
somewhat 
different. Initially 
the native 
population was 
helpful to the 
immigrants but 
relations soured as 
time went by. The 
real problems started in 1847 when 
half the nomadic Cayuse tribe and all 
their children were wiped out by a 
measles epidemic introduced by the 

Europeans.  

The logistics of wagon trains 
were incredible with one 
consisting of 1,600 wagons, 
10,000 oxen, 30,000 cattle 
and 60,000 sheep; it was 300 
miles long. All but children 
walked the distance, many 
barefoot, with the wagons 
carrying food and water. 
Death en route was common, 
including drowning when 

crossing rivers. Ten percent died from 
cholera with records showing that on 
one trip 57 died on one day alone. 

The Oregon Trail came to an end 
when railways provided an easier way 
to complete the journey. 

Probus web site: 
www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com 

(or contact Paul Flint on 07770 
886521 for more information) 

The Oregon Trail 

Cayuse Chief 
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West Green Road, Hartley Wintney 
RG27 8LP 

Open June (date varies) to late 
September for Pick Your Own & Picked 
fruit, vegetables and flowers including 

Strawberries, Tayberries, Currants, 
Gooseberries, Raspberries, New 

Potatoes & Asparagus; local Honey, 
Free Range Eggs and Homemade 

Jams & Ice Creams 
 

CALL 01252 845772  
from May 1st for information, & to place 

orders or visit  
www.westgreenfruits.com 
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NWR recently held a meeting on their 
country theme, which this year is Brazil. 
The food included various beef dishes, 
salsa, cornbread and pastries with 
vegetables and cream cheese, followed by 
desserts such as Quindim and Brigaderio.  

Brazil is the largest country in South 
America and has borders with all South 
American countries except Chile and 
Ecuador. It is the world's fifth largest 
country, the seventh largest economy, and 
covers three time zones. It has a population 
of approximately 200 million and is mainly 
Roman Catholic. The official language is 
Portuguese, a link to its former status as a 
colony. We had two illustrated talks - one 
on the Amazon and the other on the Iguazu 
Falls, a World Heritage Site. The Falls also 
border Argentina and Paraguay. Although 
second in height to the Victoria Falls, 
Iguazu has the greatest average annual 
flow of any waterfall, with 275 individual 
drops, and is 1.7 miles wide. The Amazon 
is the world’s largest rainforest and has the 
greatest variety of animals and plants in the 
world, some of which we saw in lovely 
photos. 

Tourism in Brazil has become a major 
industry since 2000. About 6 million people 

visit each year, many of 
them going to Rio de 
Janeiro where each February the Mardi 
Gras carnival celebrations take place. 
Brazilians dress up in flamboyant and 
extravagant costumes and dance in the 
Sambadrome - a stadium built especially 
for the carnival. Rio has many other 
attractions including the lovely beaches of 
Copacabana and Ipanema. Then there is 
the statue of Christ the Redeemer which 
stands on Corcovado Mountain at 2,300 
feet. Nearby is the Sugar Loaf Mountain 
where there are stunning views of the city 
and the statue. Tourists can also visit some 
of the favelas, the shanty towns of which 
there are around 600 in total. In addition to 
the Iguazu National Park Brazil has 18 
other World Heritage Sites, including and 
Brasilia, the capital, and various historic 
towns. Travel is mostly by road or air; Brazil 
has the third largest road system in the 
world after the US and India. The rail 
system is mainly for the mining industry; it 
cannot be linked to other lines as it uses a 
a different gauge. It is a fascinating country 
and we learnt a great deal! 

Our next meeting is ‘Not Just an Actress’, 
discussing actresses who do more than act. 

NATIONAL WOMEN'S REGISTER 

The amount collected and paid into the 
bank from box holders in February 2017 
was £436.78. Thank you all for your 
continuing generosity in supporting the 
work of the Society.  

Our friend Jeannette Kirby has, for the past 
six years, been the face of the Society to 
you all. I have been extremely grateful to 
Jeannette for doing the annual collection of 
boxes and counting and recording the 
various amounts. We have worked happily 
together during this time. Jeannette has 
decided the time has come to retire. I am 

now looking for 
someone else 
from St. 
Leonard's to 
take on this 
small task. Will 
anyone wishing to find out more about the 
box collection process contact me on 
01256 880459 or email: 
rev.biden@gmail.com. 

Thank you 

Neville Biden 

Children's Society House Box Collection 

mailto:rev.biden@gmail.com
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Part 2 of this article on Mrs Barker's 
chairmanship of Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish 
Council (part 1 was in the March issue)  

At the next meeting of Sherfield Parish 
Council 1st July 1895, the clerk stated that 
'the footbridge near the Fishery House at 
Wild Moor had been repaired by the Rural 
District Council and was now considered 
safe’. There was further discussion on 
charities and footpaths especially those 
running through the Duke of Wellington’s 
Estate. Lastly, ‘the fence around the Jubilee 
tree having become out of repair, it was 
decided to attend to the matter’. 

In November 1895 ‘the second annual 
meeting of the Sherfield Parish Council was 
held at St Leonard’s by invitation of the Rev 
A.G.Barker. A considerable amount of 
parochial business was discussed, after 
which the Councillors were entertained with 
dinner, a fitting finish to the first year’s work. 
Various toasts were proposed including that 
of the popular chairman (Mrs Barker) and 
that of the councillors in a body. A very 
pleasing memento of this first anniversary 
took the form of a handsome collection of 
cabinet photographs of the Sherfield 
legislators enclosed in a rich morocco 
folding case which was presented to Mrs 
Barker by Mr Mitchell, Clerk, on behalf of 
the Council. Mrs Barker expressed her 
pleasure at receiving this gift and cordially 
thanked the Council for their kindness.' 

 At the annual Parish Meeting in 1896, Mrs 
Barker decided to stand down from the 
office of Chairman. ‘She presented the 
parish with two ordnance survey maps 
enclosed in oak frames, one to be hung at 
the White Hart and the other at the ‘Le 
Fevre Arms’ (also known as the ‘Eversley 
Arms’) By this kindly act cyclists and 
travellers will be able to consult the maps 
immediately on entering the parish from 
either Reading or Basingstoke.' 

In her address to the meeting, Mrs Barker 
noted the excellent attendance of the six 
councillors over the two years; ‘this fact I 

think proves 
the interest in 
parochial 
matters taken 
by the 
gentlemen and 
the lady you 
originally chose 
to represent 
your interests. I 
wish to present 
to your notice 
one or two 
matters we 
have been able 
to carry 
through and 
which I venture to think might have 
remained undone but for the Local 
Government Act of 1894, which established 
Parish Councils 1) The repair of the Bridge 
near the Fishery Cottage. 2) The provision 
of a Board on which notice of all public 
meetings can be posted. 3) The iron 
protection round the Jubilee Tree repaired 
and strengthened; I am glad to note this 
tree is flourishing and will I hope long be a 
pleasant resting place for the appreciation 
of cricket matches 4) Renewed protest 
against the locking of the gate at 
Hodgemoor and representation against the 
feeding of Lammas lands between the 
dates prescribed by law to regulate such 
lands 5) The gaining of the concurrence of 
the Lord of the Manor in banishing from the 
Green Sunday bird catchers and the like 
roving folk, whose conduct and bad 
language were detrimental to the moral 
tone of the village 6) The identification of all 
highways, bridle paths and footpaths in the 
parish and the marking of them on maps to 
be placed in the public houses at each end 
of the parish, so that all may know where 
they have a right to go 7) Attention called to 
the inconvenient stile in the Manor park  
8) Positive representations made to the 
promoters of the Basingstoke and 
Wokingham railway as likely to be of benefit 

Mrs Barker - A Woman in Power  
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If you need a room for a meeting, party, rehearsal or 
children's club why not think about the church room at 
St Leonard's (Sherfield-on-Loddon, on the A33)?  
 

It is a light modern space with 
well-equipped kitchen and toilet 
facilities. It seats 40 café-style 
(tables and chairs) and 72 
theatre-style (seats in rows). A 
piano is available.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more information about hiring please contact:  
admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk 
01256 882788 

Photo: Amelia Burbridge 

St Leonard’s Church Room is available for hire 

Photo: Ian Goodall 

to the neighbourhood. 9) the objections laid 
against certain encroachments made by the 
owners of the Globe Inn' [in Goddard’s 
Lane?] 

Mrs Barker then reminded the meeting of 
the forthcoming election and expressed the 
hope ‘that it should not be said of Sherfield 

that there was any lack of interest in 
parochial matters, and exhorted every 
elector present to bring two others to the 
poll and so test the real feeling of the 
parish’. 

John Darker  
11/2/2017 

mailto:admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk
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Meeting dates 

The next Full Parish Council meetings 
are on 12 April and 10 May 2017, at 
8pm in the Liddell Hall. Please check 
the parish noticeboards or the website 
for the agendas which are posted 
prior to meetings.  

Annual Parish Meeting 

Just a reminder that local groups are 
invited to contribute to the Annual 
Parish Meeting on Friday 12 May 
2017. Would you like to provide a 
small display explaining your group’s 
activities? If so, do contact the Clerk 
in advance. 

Burial Ground 

The Parish Council is making 
progress with engaging a contractor 
to carry out landscaping of the burial 
ground. It is planned to enclose the 
area with a fence and hedging, erect 
a shelter and provide some seating. 

Village Green Bye Laws 

Following a recent report that the 
white duck from the village ponds has 
met a grisly end, the Parish Council 
would like to remind dog owners of 
the following Village Green Bye Law: 

‘No person shall cause or suffer a dog 
belonging to him or in his charge to 
enter or remain on the Commons 
unless such dog be and continue to 
be under proper control, and be 
effectually restrained from causing 

annoyance to any person, 
and from worrying or 
disturbing any animal’. 

Please do ensure that you 
keep your dogs under 
control and within your sight at all 
times. 

If anyone has any information about 
the fate of the white duck, please get 
in touch. 

Volunteer opportunity – play areas 

Would you like to help keep the play 
equipment bright and shiny? Regular 
inspections of the equipment 
occasionally reveal that the paintwork 
on some pieces is a little worn.  

If you could spare a couple of hours 
from time to time to help with 
repainting, this would a great way of 
keeping the play areas in use. You 
will work under the instruction of the 
Parish Council and will be provided 
with the materials, but you will not be 
paid. Please get in touch if you would 
like to help. 

 
Catherine Ryle 
Clerk to the Parish Council 
Sherfield-on-Loddon,  
PO Box 6862 
Basingstoke RG24 4QZ  
Telephone: 01256 842662 
Email:  
clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 

 

Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 

April Update 
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Work on the Neighbourhood 
Plan started in August 2013 and 

the Neighbourhood Plan Working Party is  
about to complete a Draft Plan, which will 
be very different to previous versions. 

After this Plan has been adopted by the 
Parish Council, it will start the Regulation 
14 Pre-Submission Consultation stage, 
when the Draft Plan is put before the 
residents for comment. This part of the 
process will begin on 3rd April and last until 
22nd May. 

At the beginning of April each household 
should receive a hand delivered summary 
of the Plan attached to a comment form. 
Please return comment forms to the Parish 
Clerk even if you just wish to state your 
approval. Local businesses, landowners 
and statutory consultees will also be asked 
to comment.  

Full copies of the Plan and the associated 
documents will be available in House 
Twenty8, Hair Affair, The Salon, Chineham 
Library, St Leonard’s Meeting Room, 
Simmons and Sons Estate Agents 
(Sherdon), The White Hart and The Four 

Horseshoes. It will also be available on the 
Parish Council website, together with an 
online comment form. 

There will be two open sessions at Breach 
Lane Chapel on Saturday 22nd April and 
Saturday 6th May, both from 9.30am-
12.30pm, where you will be able to meet 
members of the Working Party and Parish 
Councillors, ask questions and complete 
comment forms. Look out for posters 
advertising these sessions. The Working 
Party will then read all the comment forms 
and provide responses, which may include 
alterations to aspects of the Draft Plan. 

The proposed final Plan will then be 
submitted by the Parish Council to 
Basingstoke and Deane, who will appoint 
an Inspector to make comments. Any 
recommendations from the Inspector must 
be incorporated into a confirmed final 
version of the Plan. Once these stages are 
completed Basingstoke and Deane will put 
the final version of the Plan to residents in a 
referendum. 

John Darker, Chairman,  
Neighbourhood Plan Working Party 

Sherfield-On-Loddon Neighbourhood Development Plan  

As I write in mid-March, there is still no 
definite news of the date of the start of 
works on the roundabouts on the A33. 
While we all know that traffic congestion 
and delays will increase, it is still better to 
have the foreknowledge of the works 
schedule to allow us to plan our journeys as 
best we can. Together with my County, 
Ward and Parish colleagues, I am in 
frequent contact with the Highways 
planners in order to pass on the works 
timetable to our community as soon as we 
are advised.  

Updates on the works will be provided on 
the Chineham parish website. Links will 
also be provided to allow us access to map 

information supplied by 
Hampshire County Council 
in the event of any possible 
night or weekend road 
closures requiring 
diversions to be 
implemented. I know that 
the intention is to maintain the existing 
capacity of the roundabouts during the 
improvement works but there is no doubt 
there will be a degree of disruption. 

Paul Miller 
Borough Councillor 
01256 467400 
07777 659022 

Borough Councillor's Report 
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Flexible space, chocolate face  

All Saints Church, Odiham, has reopened 
its doors following a major reordering 
project which has given the church new 
flexibility and a warmer, relaxed 
atmosphere for welcoming more people in.  

This flexibility was made good use of at a 
big pancake party for the whole benefice 
held to celebrate the reopening at which 
hundreds of pancakes and toppings were 
served along with tea, coffee and squash, 
and tables were laden with craft activities. 
The church plans to have more events 
across the whole deanery, starting with a 
quiz night for everyone.  

Winchester Cathedral 

Winchester Cathedral is open for visits and 
worship every day, with occasional 
necessary closures. For information, visit 
www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk or call 
01962 857200. 

Free entry to the cathedral with a parish 
pass is available to anyone worshipping in a  
parish within the diocese. Passes can be 
obtained from the cathedral on behalf of a 
parish by parish administrators, 
churchwardens or other church officers. 

 

Thursday, 6 and Friday 7 April, 8pm, 

Winchester Cathedral  

Via Luminosa: The Stations of the Cross in 
Light - journey around 12 biblical stations, 
painted in video and light upon the 
Cathedral. On Friday the service will include 
live music as well as traditional prayers and 
responses. On Thursday the stations can 
be visited informally giving space for private 
prayer and reflection. All welcome, no 
booking required. 

Saturday, 29 April, St  John’s,  Hartley 

Wintney 

Developing discipleship in your Messy 
Church - training day for Messy Church 
teams looking at Messy Discipleship, the 
importance of teams and how to grow and 
develop a Messy community. Cost £6,  - 
book before 26 April at:  
www.messychurch.org.uk/event/developing
discipleship 

Sunday, 4 June, Winchester Cathedral  

Launch of a major mission initiative in which 
churches of every tradition in Basingstoke 
and the northern archdeaconry will work 
together to find out what it really means to 
demonstrate God’s care and compassion in 
deed as well as word. 

The campaign will start with a one-question 
survey asking: ‘What hurts you the most?’. 
Church members will aspire to ask the 
question gently, respecting the dignity and 
value of every respondent. The anonymous 
responses will be fed into a survey to 
highlight the challenges being faced by 
people today.  

The aim of Who Cares? is to understand 
ourselves and our community and respond 
more fully and more sensitively, 
demonstrating that we do indeed care for 
those around us. More information can be 
found at www.whocareshampshire.org.  

 Diocesan News and Events 
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St. Michael’s Hospice Lottery 

Did you know 
St. Michael’s 
Hospice runs a 
weekly lottery? 
It is a great 
way to give 
regularly to the 

Hospice and support their work while at the 
same time being in with the chance of 
winning a share of the £65,000 worth of 
prizes that are available every year. You will  
be helping to keep St. Michael’s Hospice 
totally free for patients and their families. 

Each entry costs just £2 every week. It’s 
easy to pay by direct debit, and all winners 
are drawn at random. Cheques are posted 
automatically so there is no hassle claiming 
your prize. 

Please call 0870 050 1677 to enrol or if you 
have any questions. You can also email 
lottery@stmichaelshospice.org.uk or visit 
www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk/lottery for 
more information. 
 
Spring Update on St. Michael’s Home 

Care 

Since our last update, St. 
Michael’s Home Care has 
continued to grow and is 
assisting many members of 
the community in their own 
homes, whilst using money 
generated to help St. 
Michael’s Hospice. In the last 
year we have more than doubled the hours 
of care we deliver to 900 hours a month; 
that figure includes our popular live-in care 
service, which in many cases is significantly 
cheaper than going into a care home. Our 
team of wonderful carers is now more than 
30 strong and we are actively looking to 
recruit more of the highest quality carers to 
meet strong demand. 

Please call us on 01256 848 896 or email 
info@stmichaelshomecare.co.uk.  You can 
read more about us by visiting 
stmichaelshomecare.co.uk.  

St. Michael’s Hospice Basingstoke 5k & 

10k Run 

This will take place at Down Grange Sports 
Complex, 
Basingstoke on 
Wednesday 17th May 
2017, starting at 7pm. 
Registration is quick 
and simple at basingstoke-run.co.uk; it 
costs £6 for a child’s 5K and £15 for an 
adult 10k entry. 

Runners will again be able to enjoy chip 
timing in both the 5 and 10k events with 
medals handed out to all participants. 
JACKfm will be there to entertain the 
runners and the spectators during the whole 
event. The run is always well supported by 
families, fun runners, first timers and local 
club runners. The focus is on the 
community coming together to have some 
fun, support the Hospice and enjoy an 
evening run.  

We are grateful to our event sponsors The 
Barn Bathroom Centre, Clarke & Son, 
and Jigsaw Medical, and to JACKfm 
Berkshire for their support of this event. 

News from St Michael's Hospice 

mailto:lottery@stmichaelshospice.org.uk
http://www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk/lottery
mailto:info@stmichaelshomecare.co.uk
stmichaelshomecare.co.uk
basingstoke-run.co.uk
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Latest Crime Figures (All Parishes) 

Source: https://www.police.uk/hampshire 

Comparison of crime types (year on year)  

Figures for all parishes (Sherfield-on-Loddon, Sherfield Park, Stratfield Saye, 
Stratfield Turgis, Hartley Wespall, Bramley and Little London) 
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Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 May 

Down Grange, off Pack Lane, RG22 5HH 

Free entry, free parking 

Basingstoke Rotary are holding a Family 
Festival at Down Grange in May. The 
Festival aims to raise monies for a key local 
charity - this year's charity is ARK Cancer 
Centre Charity. Local charities will run stalls 
to raise awareness of their work in the 
community while providing some 
entertainment for the attendees. We have 
over twenty local charities taking part. 

For our major fund raising we have food 
and craft stalls, Walls Fun Fair and a range 
of mainly local entertainments again, such 
as Wolverines, Spotlight, Basingstoke Gym 
Club displays, Emma’s Petting Farm, Clive 
Fortune Big Band plus food and drink. 

This is an opportunity to have a great day 
out with the family. If you spend any money 
it will help other less fortunate people in the 
Basingstoke area.  

Please come along 
and tell your friends. 

 

 

  Family Fun Day 

Two of the Hampshire & Isle of Wight 
Wildlife Trust's flagship reserves are close 
to our parishes.  

Pamber Forest, situated between Little 
London and Tadley (grid reference SU 616 
608) is a large ancient woodland site 
traditionally managed by coppicing and 
grazing. There are many butterflies in 
summer including purple emperors and 

white admirals appearing here. The 
woodland is predominantly oak and birch, 
while heath and wood pasture is to be 
found on the east of the site. Birds of note 
include woodpecker, woodcock and a 
warblers.  

 

Hook Common and Bartley Heath are a 
network of over 330 acres of heathland and 
woodland near the village of Hook (grid 
reference SU730533). They are designated 
a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
for their high quality wet heathland plant 
community, and are areas of Common 

Land with a history of livestock grazing by 
local commoners. Hardy and native breeds 
of cattle or ponies are used to help manage 
the heathland to keep it suitable for the 
wildlife that lives there. Species such as 
marsh gentian can be seen at Bartley 
Heath whilst birch and oak appear at Hook 
Common. 

For further details see 
http://www.hiwwt.org.uk/wildlife/reserves 

Albert Roberts 

Laura Fairs 

Nature Reserves 

http://www.hiwwt.org.uk/wildlife/reserves
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For details about the above activities or to get in touch visit our website 

www.sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

EASTER HOLIDAY  

ACTIVITIES  

 

EASTER FUNZONE 

Thursday 13th April 

2-4pm 

Bouncy Castles, Easter Crafts,  
Egg Hunt (3pm), Didi Cars, Squash and 

Biscuit 

£5 per child  

Suitable for Under 10s 

 

EASTER FUN WITH MR RABBIT 

Thursday 20th April  

10.30am-12pm 

Magic Show, Bubbles & Balloons,  
Group Games, Squash and Biscuit 

£5 per child  

Suitable for Under 10s 

 

TETRABRAZIL 

10th-13th & 18th-21st April  

9am-3pm 

Football workshops with Challenger Sports 
for ages 5-15 years 

AFTERNOON TEAS 

Wednesday 12th, 19th April  

2pm-4pm 

£6 per adult 

£3.50 per child  

A yummy selection of mini sandwiches 
and cakes with an Easter theme! 

Colouring fun and board games  for 
little ones too! 

QUIZ NIGHT 

Saturday 8th April   

6pm-10pm 

 Tickets £8 per person 

 Includes food  

 Licensed cash bar 

 Maximum 6 in a team (no 

minimum) 

SHERFEST 

Saturday 1st July 

12pm - 8pm 

Live Music, Bar with real ale and cider 
Shipwrecked Slide, Fish and Chip Van 

Giant Deckchair, Surf Simulator 
Games, Tots Play, Face Painting 

Balloon Modelling, Sand art and loads 
more being confirmed!  

 

FREE ENTRY 

 

All activities must be booked 

in advance 

Sunwood Drive 
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Are you thinking of divorce? 

The recent court case in which Tini Owens 
was refused a divorce has once again 
highlighted the campaign to introduce  
no-fault divorce. However the government 
has rebuffed suggestions that a review of 
the fault-based divorce system is imminent.  

The divorce law in England and Wales 
therefore remains that there is one ground 
for a divorce, and that is that the marriage 
has broken down irretrievably.   

To support the irretrievable breakdown of 
the marriage, you must prove one of these 
five facts: adultery; unreasonable 
behaviour; two years' separation with the 
consent of the other party to the marriage; 
desertion; or five years’ separation. 

If you both agree to go ahead with the 
divorce and you agree on what ground to 
use then you can save time and money. 

Once the divorce papers are with the court, 
the process itself can take 4 - 6 months - 
however it can take longer if, for example, 
finances are not agreed between you.   

There are inevitably many issues that arise 
when you are thinking about or going 
through a divorce - issues concerning your 
children, the finances and how you will 
manage following separation.   

 
Belinda Hunter 
01256 322911 

 

Legal Advice 

Victoria's Promise (VP), 
is a north Hampshire 

based charity that helps support young 
women with cancer. VP is seeking more 
people from Sherfield-on-Loddon, Stratfield 
Saye and other local parishes to join their 
growing team of volunteers.  

The charity was set up in memory of 
Victoria van der Westhuizen (nee Eastman) 
who died of cancer aged just 29. As a result 
of her suffering Victoria experienced the 
huge void in care for young women with 
cancer; the effects included long waiting 
lists for counselling, no connection with 
peers, lack of advice on non-toxic daily 
products and on how to deal with fatigue, 
hair-loss and loss of identity. Victoria 
wanted to support and inspire other young 
women facing the illness but never got the 
chance to do this as she died two months 
after diagnosis. However, her family, 
through the charity, are now able to fulfil her 
promise. 

VP supports local young women with 
cancer who are undergoing the rigours of 

cancer treatment. It provides a range of free 
services such as specialist oncology 
therapies, skin care, high quality wigs, 
house cleaning and childcare. It also builds 
a community where young women with 
cancer can come together at regular 
meetings and events. Additional support 
services include cancer education, in-depth 
counselling, nutritional advice and more. VP 
is now fully established in the Oncology Unit 
at Basingstoke and North Hants Hospital 
and provides a Personal Care Lead for 
young women patients. 

VP's goal over the next 12 months is to 
make its services available to all young 
women cancer patients in the local area. To 
do this they need to raise funds and are 
urgently looking for more volunteers to help 
them do this. If you are interested and think 
you can help please contact the charity on 
07702 967576 or email: fiona@victorias-
promise.org. For more information about 
Victoria’s Promise visit 
www.victoriaspromise.com.  

Can You Help a Local Charity Fulfil a Promise? 
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Continuing the series of articles on local 
men who gave their lives, researched by a 
local group 

Sapper Russell Reginald Brown, 137952, 
237th Field Company, Royal Engineers, 
died 1st April 1917 
 
Russell Brown was born in 1891 in 
Sherfield, the youngest of ten surviving 
children of Mark and Frances Brown. In 
1911 he was living at home with his parents 
and four older siblings, probably in what is 
now Sherdon House (nowadays an estate 
agent's premises). Russell’s father was a 
plumber and decorator and it could be that 
Russell, a bricklayer, and his two older 
brothers, a carpenter and a joiner, worked 
for their father in a family business. 

Russell Brown’s medal card indicates that 
he enlisted in the Royal Engineers in 1915 
or 1916. The responsibilities of the Royal 
Engineers at this time were many and 
various, including building frontline 

fortifications, maintaining roads, railways, 
bridges and weapons and responding to 
chemical and underground warfare.  

By the spring of 1916 the 237th Field 
Company (‘The Reading’), was near 
Bailleul in northern France with the 41st 
Division, attached to the Second Army. This 
division took part in the various battles of 
the Somme Campaign in 1916. Russell 
Brown would have seen active service in 
the Battles of Flers-Courcelette and 
Transloy Ridges in the autumn of 1916. 

Unfortunately, we have no account of the 
action in which Russell Brown was killed as  
his service record has not survived. His 
service as a sapper, creating fortifications 
on the front line and possibly undermining 
enemy positions, would have been 
particularly hazardous. He died on 1st April 
1917 and his body lies in Bailleul Military 
Cemetery. He is remembered with honour 
on Sherfield on Loddon War Memorial. 

Remembering our First World War Dead 

The speaker for March 
was Mrs Jan Blight 
whose subject was 
“Spinning a Yarn”.  
Jan gave a very 

interesting presentation on the history of 
cloth, spinning, weaving, knitting, dyeing 
and fibres. (Yarn is the name for everything 
other than wool.) She mentioned that there 
is a record of cloth being woven from flax 
as early as 6,500 BC and she then let us 
handle samples of different fibres including 
angora, cashmere, mohair, buffalo and 
alpaca (natural fibres) and soy silk, 
bamboo, milk and corn (reconstituted 
fibres).  Jan showed us a basic spindle 
(which originated in India) and her own 
spinning wheel. She concluded her talk by 
showing us several beautiful garments 
made from fibres that she had dyed herself 
and completed by Modular Knitting 

(squares knitted, with each square is knitted 
on to the next square - no sewing!).  

Christine Skillett announced that advised 
those present that the outing this year will 
be on Tuesday 13th June, and will be  a 
visit to Haskins Garden Centre near 
Southampton and then to Lee-on-Solent to 
enjoy a stroll by the sea.  

Next meeting: birthday party on Wednesday 
5th April 2017 at 2 pm, in Sherfield Village 
Hall.   

Speaker:  Ms J Theobald; subject “Life - 
and other problems - 30 odd years in the 
media” 

To find out more about us go to our web 
site - www.hampshirewi.org.uk and then 
click on Sherfield-on-Loddon. 

Ilene Iles 

Women’s Institute 
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We are looking for volunteers in your 

community 

Could you be a ‘Befriender’?  

What will I be doing? 

As a Volunteer Befriender your role will be 
to provide social companionship to patients 
who have a chronic or life limiting illness 
and who are isolated or lonely. Visiting 
patients in their own homes,  you will help 
them to feel more supported and help to 
improve their emotional well-being and 
confidence.  

How much time do I need to 
commit? Just 2-hours a week, 
or less, can make a real 
difference to a patient living in 
your local community. 

What support will I be given? 

All relevant training will be 
given, as well as regular and on-going 
support and supervision. 

Interested?  

For further information contact Caroline 
Nash, Befriending Manager on 
01264 835293  
Email: Caroline.Nash@hhft.nhs.uk  

Interested volunteers will be invited to an 
informal interview; the role is subject to 
references, simple health checks and DBS 
clearance.  

http://www.hampshirewi.org.uk
mailto:Caroline.Nash@hhft.nhs.uk
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 

MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 

Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans available. 

1 Seal Road, Basingstoke,  
RG21 7NQ  

Tel: 01256 844663 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Happy Faces Play group 
Sherfield-on-Loddon 

“Bring your happy face to our happy place” 

A small, friendly playgroup for  
children aged 2 years 6 mths to school age 

Flexible Sessions 
including all day 

 

 

 

 

Further information:  

01256 880903 

Prospectus/application form:  

07791 141176 

happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk 
www.happy-faces-playgroup.co.uk 

Est. 1982. Charity No. 1029688 

 

http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
mailto:happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.happyfacesplaygroup.co.uk


Page 52 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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YOUR LOCAL TRADE PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, HEATING & 

ELECTRICAL NEEDS  

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT US: 
     Tel: 01256 880044   MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

 PLUMBING & HEATING SPECIALIST 

 Bathrooms & shower installations 

 Solar thermal installations and energy-friendly controls 

 Gas Safe and Oftec registered for peace of mind with 

gas and oil installations 
29164 

Serving the local community for 30 years 

Telephone: 01256 882309 

Email: adrian@awburt.com 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

mailto:admin@pscservices.co.uk
http://www.pscservices.co.uk
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www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Call 07545819842 
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www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA. Reliable and affordable service. 
Friendly, experienced lady who cleans every corner. Ironing also 
available. References. Tel 07933 316989. 
mariacleaning@live.co.uk 

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER. Self assessment tax 
returns, arrears, claims, payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. 
Initial consultation free. Call 01256 882258 or e-mail 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks 
fitted, garden maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 07713 470223. 
E-mail rdam549@googlemail.com  

WINDOW CLEANER. Windows cleaned or gutters cleared - one 
off or regularly. Local, reliable window cleaner (testimonials 
available). For a quote call Pete Owen on 07762 616600 
pjhcleaning@btinternet.com 

LOCAL INDEPENDENT CLEANER. Honest and trustworthy. 
Excellent service. Excellent references. Excellent rates. Tel 
07407543891  

DOMICILIARY CARER. Mature female; DBS Certified; Public 
Liability Insurance. Patient and kind, offering personal care and 
assistance to the elderly in their own home. References 
available. Michelle 07776 255688. 

SECURE STORAGE UNIT. Approx 315 ft² (21ft x 15ft) available 
with 24hour CCTV; alarmed; outdoor hard standing of 
approximately 3,000 ft². Single phase electricity and individual 
access. To arrange viewing call 07717 536611. 

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
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881760  
882426 
882337 
  
882534 
465214 
882334  

07775 675869 
07554 430995 
07785 580456 
882798 
882798 
880903 

07867 547696 
882350  
 
882534 
882106 
101 
101 
880075 
882210 
882687 
882344 
882605 
882680 
882350  
883967  
0791 9990908 
880075 
 
07468 427684 
07940 212441 
881760 
881021 
01189332 379 
01189332106  
882351 
842662 
883551 
882334 
07996 045944 
882605 
882453 
880727 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments 
Basingstoke Gazette   
Brownies 
St. Leonard’s Church                             
Breach Lane Chapel 
Catholic Church 
Clift Surgery Patient Group 
Cricket Club (Sherfield) 
Cricket Club (ST & HW) 
 
Evergreens                    
Football (Junior)              
Happy Faces Playgroup 
Loddon Players 
Loddon Quilters 
Loddon Valley Link 
Lunch Club  
NWR   
Police - all parishes exc. Sherfield Pk  
Police - Sherfield Park 
Poppies 
Post Office 
Rainbows 
Sherfield. Community Care Grp  
Sherfield on Loddon Fete 
Sherfield & District Gardening Club 
 
Sherfield Park Community Centre 
Sherfield Park Parish Council 
Sherfield & District Show 
Sherfield Village Hall  
 Caretaker/Bookings 
 Management Committee 
Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Green 
Short Mat Bowls 
Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
Stratfield Saye Village Hall 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting 
Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 
Toddler Group 0-5s  
Tree Wardens 
  
Village Green Volunteers 
Whist Drive  
Women’s Institute 
 

John Attwood 
Chris Horton 
Sue Handasyde-Dick 
See inside back page 
Geoff Belsham                            
Fr. Chris Rutledge 
John Darker 

Steve Dummer  
Steve Clarke (Chmn) 
Martin Turvey (Contact) 
Jean Berntsen 
Fred Berntsen  
Peggy Hutchins                         

Peter Francis  
Jacky Morgan     
(See back pages)  
Helen Belsham                           
Gill Fearon 
PCSO Nathaniel Johnson 
PCSO Krystof Nadvornik 
Natalie Larner 
 
Pam Luck 
Doreen Tosswill 
Bruce Batting 
Dan Farrow and 
Andy Morgan  
Candice Wright 
Joyce Bowyer 
Natalie Larner                                  
 
Wendy Gosden 
Ivan Gosden 
John Attwood 
Norman Stanley 
Penny Mayo 
Linda Bishop 
Sheila Campbell (Chair) 
Catherine Ryle (Clerk)              
Judith Sullivan                           
John Darker 
Cllr Diana Effiong 
Bruce Batting                         
Virgilius Vickers  
Christine Skillett                                                                
 

mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchens@msn.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
mailto:pjhcleaning@btinternet.com
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Loddon Valley Link Management  

Editor for the May edition - Simon Boase 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 13th April.  

Send copy to: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Loddon Valley Link Committee:  

Chairman: Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379 
(dgdawson@sky.com) 
Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559  
Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 (pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk) 
Rev. Stephen Ball 
Dr. John Williams 01256 882705 
(lawnfarm@aol.com) 
Howard Perkins 01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 
Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
(LynGiugovaz@gmail.com) 
Claire Osborne 01256 324458 
(guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk) 
Simon Boase 01256 881250 
(sibo999@gmail.com) 
Brian Archer 01256 882099 
(brianarcher@btinternet.com) 
Jane Abrams 01256 881188 
(jabrams2226@gmail.com) 

 

Benefice of Sherfield-on-Loddon and 
Stratfield Saye with Hartley Wespall 

Church Officers 

Priest in Charge:  
Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, temporary email 
sb113lb@gmail.com) 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Monday) 
Assistant Priest:  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 
(sc.cedars@greenbee.net)  
Curate (priest responsible for Bramley & Little 
London:  
Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  

Licensed Lay Ministers :  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 
John Williams 01256 882705 
Church Admin:  
Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
(lgoodall.work@gmail.com) 

 

St. Leonard’s Church, Church End, 
Sherfield-on-Loddon,  RG27 0JB  

Churchwarden: Peter Gould 01256 882538 
Churchwarden: Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Treasurer: Dan Farrow 01256 882680 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
Organist: Brian Archer 01256 882099 

St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye 
Churchwarden: Dr. John Williams 01256 882705  
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 

St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                          
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

Messy Church, Sherfield Park 
Leader: Peta Alvares 0777 2322202  
(padalvares@gmail.com) 
 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link Management 
Committee cannot be held responsible for the 

reliability or quality of any goods, work or services  
in this publication. 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles Tel. 01256 880559 

 advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Deadline for ads. for next edition is the 10th of the month 

Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. 
Requests are dealt with in order.  

Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 
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mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:dgdawson@sky.com
mailto:pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:lawnfarm@aol.com
mailto:guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:sibo999@gmail.com
mailto:brianarcher@btinternet.com
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mailto:sc.cedars@greenbee.net
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