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Editorial 
Welcome to the April edition of the Link The evenings are 
lighter, the frogs are croaking in the ponds and the daffodils are 
looking lovely on the roadsides. It 
must be spring! 
This month our centre pages are all 

about the proposed housing development in 
Sherfield.  
We must also mention the passing of an era. 
Brian Archer edited his final magazine last 
month. He and Sheena have put in 25 odd years 
between them but Brian's continuing on the 
committee (p8).  
Sherfield Village green needs your help. See the 
interesting article on p42.  
Sherfield Park will be getting is own Parish 
Council next month so please vote in the 
elections which include other parishes.  
Don’t miss the Loddon players next outing at the 
end of the month (p48). 
This month’s cover of the Easter Cross is from 
Ian Goodall. 
Please keep your photos and articles coming in 
to:-: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk.  
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 Simon Boase 

St Leonard’s Church Room is available for hire 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The new church room is a light modern space with kitchen and toilet     

facilities. Suitable for meetings or children’s parties!   
For more information about hiring please contact:  
admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk / 01256 882788 

mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
mailto:admin@stleonardschurch.co.uk
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Children are welcome at all our services.  Services in italics are particularly 
geared to children and families. 

*Drive up close to the white gates, which will open automatically . 

 
  Services 
 

  April 2016 

Sunday 3rd April                                                        Easter 2 

9.15am APCM meeting incorporated in the     St Leonard’s Sherfield 

  Act of Worship and ending with Communion (finish by 11am) 

10.00am Family Service       St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 

6.30pm Evensong and Holy Communion        St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

Sunday 10th April                                     Easter 3 

10.00am Morning Worship and Sunday Club    St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Friday 15th April 

4.15pm Messy Church    Sherfield Community Centre 

Sunday 17th April                                  Easter 4 

10.00am Holy Communion , Sunday Club    St Leonard’s Sherfield 

   & Baptism 

6.30pm Evensong        St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

 

Sunday 24th April                                 Easter 5 

8.00am Holy Communion          St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

10.00am   Together in Worship (our All Age    St Leonard’s Sherfield 

   Family Service) & Baptism  

Sunday 1st May                                                        Easter 6 

10.00am Holy Communion                   St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.00am Family Service       St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 

6.30pm Evensong and Holy Communion        St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
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Friday 15th  

April 2016  

All welcome! 
 

Lots of craft, worship and tea for the children!   

4.15 Arrive, Register, prepare for Worship 

4.30 Worship followed by craft activities 

5.15 Meal  - cafe style (finish at 5.30pm) 

It is essential that you book  

(and please advise of any food allergies).   

For more information and to book, please contact : 

Peta Alvares: padalvares@gmail.com or on Facebook: messychurchsol 

 

Parish Registers 

Baptism 

Oliver Charles Scott   28.02.16   Sherfield 

    

   Funeral 

John D. Owen    19.02.16   Bramley 

St Leonard’s APCM 
Sunday 3rd April 2016 

 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) will be incorporated in the Act 
of Worship leading through to Communion. 

Please arrive at 9.15am for a coffee and a chance to read the reports.  We 
will begin our act of worship at 9.30 with a chance to ask questions about the 
reports leading into Holy Communion, finishing by 11.00am. 



 

 

BREACH LANE CHAPEL 
Sherfield on Loddon 
Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416  
Transport is available for all events at the chapel 

Services for April 

Catholic Services 

St Bede’s and  Holy 
Ghost Churches, 
Basingstoke. 

Parish Office  Open  

Tues to Friday  
9.30 am-1.00 pm Tel.465214. 
Sunday Mass 9.00 am, 11.00 am 
and 6.30 pm  

              St. Leonard’s Church 

The Church 
Open Days for 
April are: 9th, 
16th and 30th;  
Open from 10am 
till 4pm 
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Sunday 3rd 10.30 Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Thursday 7th 7.45pm House Group & Bible Study at 7 Pound Close, 

Bramley 

Friday 8th 10.30 Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 10th 10.30 Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

Friday 15th 10.30 Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

Saturday 16th 2.30pm Through the Roof Club led by Geoff Belsham 

Sunday 17th 10.30 Family Worship led by Neil Owen including Holy 

Communion 

Thursday 21st 7.45 House Group & Bible Study at 7 Pound Close, 

Bramley 

Friday 22nd 10.30 Coffee Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 24th 10.30 Family Worship led by Richard Lane 

Wednesday 

27th 

2.30pm Midweek Fellowship led by Geoff Belsham 

Friday 29th 10.30 Coffee Morning at the Chapel 
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MINISTER’S LETTER 

Dear Friends, 

Let me tell you about three people who have inspired 
me. The first (this month), was a retired Anglican priest, Ken 
Ramsay. I was 21 when we met and despite being married 
with a baby I was pretty green. Some of you will know that for 
nearly 20 years we lived as part of an ecumenical religious 
community of over 100 people. We had 19 houses and four businesses, 
including the local post office and a publishing business, and we ran annual 
camps and monthly conferences. We had our own maintenance team and 
Ken, who was very practical, headed up that team. Part of the rationale for 
the community was to be a resource and a safe place for people in trouble, in 
body, mind or spirit, and the maintenance team was a therapeutic means of 
engagement for some of our guests and members as well as a place of 
ministry and service for others. 

After leaving the army, Ken was ordained as an Anglican priest and 
became one of the first ‘worker priests’. His parish was the factory floor, his 
church had no walls and his parishioners were those who would engage with 
him. He was passionate about demonstrating how his uncomplicated faith 
was to be made real in everyday situations. Even after he, and his wife 
Valerie left the community he continued in this vein; becoming ‘chaplain’ to 
the police, motorway construction sites and shopping malls alike. Nobody 
asked him to do it; he would just turn up somewhere and say, “Hi, I’m your 
chaplain, if you will have me”. They did and were really glad of his presence 
and input. He was always returning with stories of how he was invited to 
lunch at the House of Lords or got to travel at 120mph down the motorway on 
a police training exercise. His tenacious but gentle style and his infectious 
smile and manner drew everybody in. His ministry was profound. 

I came to know Ken better when, after three and a half years on the 
road in ministry, I ‘came home’ and joined his team. He was a little eccentric 
and on my first day he handed me a roll of black tape (one of his favourite 
instant fix it tools) a penknife, a black felt tip pen and a basic bag of tools all 
with their handles painted and numbered. The tools on the wall were similarly 
marked and each had a line drawn around it to identify its position and 
indicate if it was missing, a throwback to his army days, I’m sure. In two years 
with him on that team I learnt a great deal and Ken became a trusted friend. 
Apart from the way his simple but ever present faith in Jesus affected me and 
the skills he passed on, Ken taught me one thing in particular, common 
sense, and he showed me how to apply it. Believe me when I say that I had 
very little before that. 

Ken’s mentoring and friendship gave me a measure of wisdom; the 
kind that comes from a combination of straightforward faith and very down to 
earth practical experience. This stood me in good stead both for my carpentry 

(Continued on page 8) 
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and building career and for the ministry to which I was called. The reason I 
share this is because it is so vital for every one of us to realise that we have 
a role in mentoring others and we are not finished with that task until we die. 
Until then it is our call to encourage and build up those God has given to us, 
especially the young.  

Take a little time to read Proverbs 4. 

Every blessing.  

   Stephen  (Vicar)  01256 881071 sb113lb@gmail.com  

(Continued from page 7) 

TRUSTEES WANTED 

Basingstoke Mencap provides services and support for people with learning 
disabilities with plans to expand further. We would welcome new trustees to 
strengthen our board and help shape the future of this local charity. 

If interested or want to know more, please contact Geoff Belsham on 01256 
882534 or 07519 708416. 

Editors Retirement 

Presentations were made to Brian and Sheena Archer at a recent Loddon 
Valley Link committee meeting to thank them for 
their long association with the magazine as 
editors.  Brian has stepped down from the post 
following his final editorship in March.  Together 
they have edited the magazine for over 20+ years 
and the committee are most grateful for their 
talented and expert contribution to the magazine.  
Brian is staying on the committee and will be 
contributing articles of interest from time to time. 

We are looking for a new editor who would like to 
take on this challenging and interesting voluntary 

role.  We have expert advice on hand and can provide software required, 
such as Publisher, if need be.  Please contact one of our editors or myself if 
interested.  “Your magazine needs you!” 

Donald Dawson, Chairman, Loddon Valley Link Management Committee. 

Donald, Brian & Jayne 
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New life from Old :   Easter and Spring 

Paul wrote to the church he had set up in Corinth 

“I have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. 
But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised.  For if the dead are 
not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile; But Christ has indeed been raised from the 
dead”                                                     From 1 Corinthians 15 :16-20 

Prayer for Easter time. 

Lord Jesus, help us to remember that, for your followers, there seemed no 
reason to hope at that first Easter time. They had seen you die and they each 
knew in their own ways how they had failed you, not just in their running away 
when they were most needed but in their human weakness, their self interest 
their lack of commitment, their willingness to compromise which we all share 
with them. Yet you came to them, Risen and Victorious and to those same 
disciples who had failed so miserably you brought new power and new 
purpose. Teach us never to forget that truth. Give us faith to walk with you 
wherever you lead us, confident of your transforming power in our lives.  

At this time of new beginnings as we see fresh growth from the soil all around 
us, as we celebrate the promise of the resurrection life for all who trust in you. 
Risen Saviour raise us to newness of life and turn our doubts to faith in You 

Prayer Points for April 

Pray for our troubled world especially for…….. 

Give thanks for the joy of the Easter and the many who celebrated it in all our  
churches 

Pray for the future of Syria and Iraq and for those who have fled from the 
conflict and are seeking refuge elsewhere. May they be welcomed in the 
countries  they reach and find peace there 

Give thanks for the extension at St. Leonard’s Church and pray that it may be 
a focal point of many meetings for the future of the church 

In a month when many marriages take place, pray for all who are to be 
married this month and this year. May their lives be guided by your Holy Spirit 
and may they be aware of your presence throughout their marriages. 

Pray for the sick and bereaved known to you that they may know God’s 
peace.  

And most of All  

Give thanks for the Easter message that “The Lord is Risen, indeed” 
and give thanks also for the beauty of spring confirming God’s 
faithfulness.  



 

 
Page 12 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

www.classictreeservices.co.uk 

 

 
Page 13 



 

 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Miles Elliott 

GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICES 

Phone/Fax:  
01256 882224 

Mobile:07810573479E-mail: 
miles.elliott@btinternet.com 

Servicing 
Repairs 
Tuning 

Adjustment 
Sharpening 

Turgis Green 

Now’s the time for servicing 
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Goddard’s Lane, Sherfield-on-Loddon, HOOK, Hants. RG27 0EZ 

The Garage at Sherfield 
www.thegarageatsherfield.co.uk 

Have a
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your M
OT fo

r £
30 

MOT’s Cars and 
Motorcycles 
Service 
Diagnostics 
Repairs 
Air Conditioning 
Recovery 
 
Collection and Delivery 
service available. 

90% of 
our work 
is repeat 
business 

Tel: 01256 882271 
Mobile: 07812 939 498 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk  
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Age Concern Hampshire Information Day 

Wednesday 27th April 2016  

Age Concern Hampshire will be holding an Information 
Event at St Michael’s Church Cottage, Church Square, 
Basingstoke, RG21 7QW between 10.30 am and 1.00 pm. 
This is just outside Festival Place behind St Michael’s 
Church. 

We have invited local organisations to attend and promote services they 
provide for older people, their relatives and carers in the area. These include 
the Hampshire Fire & Rescue Service, Princess Royal Trust for Carers, 
Open Sight, Deaf Plus, Better Balance & Falls Prevention and many others. 
Age Concern Hampshire will also be available offering free and impartial 
advice. 

Please come and join us at this popular event and enjoy the delicious, 
reasonably priced food and refreshments at our Café which is open as usual. 
There is no parking at the venue but the town centre car parks are within 
easy walking distance. 

If you require any further information, please contact our Basingstoke Office 
on 01256 423874. 
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Contact Roy on 01256 861462 

      Mobile: 07798 570443.  

Website:  www.molegone.co.uk 
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Latest crime figures 

All crime ASB 

Violence and sexual crime 

Latest available—January 2016 

Criminal damage and arson 

Burglary 3 (Bramley) 

Other theft 3 (Bramley) 

Public order 3 (Bramley) 

Vehicle crime 1 (Bramley) 

Shoplifting 1 (Turgis 
Green) 

Bicycle theft 0 

Drugs 0 

Other crime 0 

Possession of 
weapons 

0 

Robbery 0 

Theft from the person 0 

Other crime 

Source; www.police.uk 

http://www.police.uk
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The Four Horseshoes 
Old Reading Road 

Sherfield on Loddon 

RG27 2EX 
Tel: 01256 t882296 

www.the4horseshoes.co.uk 

Traditional village pub serving drinks and food. 

2 for 1 meal offer  
Buy one main meal from our selected lunchtime menu and 

receive another absolutely free  
(Tuesdays—Fridays 12 midday—4pm).  

Deal expires 31 May 2016 
 

Function room/skittle alley for hireFunction room/skittle alley for hire——please enquireplease enquire 
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Friends of Sherfield Village Hall Fundraiser 

Fun Quiz Night  

Saturday 9
th

 April 2016 

Enjoy local rivalry with Friends or Family or Club 

Enter a team of up to Six people 

or 
Singles also welcome to come 

& join a team on the night! 

Drinks & Nibbles from the cash Bar 
Doors open 7pm 

 

Tickets @ £3 per person from 

01256 886550 / 07889 364722 

Or THE SHOP 

Also see tickets@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 
Reg. Charity No. 272385 

Ditch the aerobic steps, fitness videos & exercise 

balls - try our Zumba class in Sherfield Village Hall 
Zumba is a great way to get your aerobic exercise, 

with its hypnotic Latin rhythms and easy-to-follow 

moves, it's a great way to work-out and keep fit 

and we have a class that take's place right in the 

heart of our village! 

Grooving to the beats of salsa, mambo, merengue, 

and samba it feels more like a dance party than a 

work-out and our instructor Kim makes it fun and 

enjoyable for everyone, whatever your ability. 

Come along and join us on Thursday evenings 6.45pm to 7.45pm in 

Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Hall. 

Suitable for all fitness levels, all you need to bring is yourself, a 

pair of trainers and a water bottle!   

Go on, give it a go!  
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ST LEONARD’S BIG CLEAN SATURDAY MAY 7TH 

We decided last year it would be good to have a BIG CLEAN in the 
Spring and fixed on this date in early May starting at 10am. This gives 
us an opportunity to do a more thorough clean of the church and to 

tackle areas that are often 
missed.  

Please let us (the cleaning 
team) know if there are any 
corners needing dusting, 
cobwebs on light fittings or 
anything else that you may 
have noticed.  We shall not 
take offence!  Coffee and tea 
will be available and it would 
be a good time for anyone 
thinking of joining us to meet 
some of the teams. 

Also just a quick reminder that 
we are holding the rota 
meeting on Monday 9th May 
at 7:45pm in the new church 
room.  It will be followed by 
coffee/tea and biscuits.  

We would welcome new 
recruits so please consider 
volunteering – the more 
members we have the less 
frequent are the duties, and it 
is not a huge time 
commitment.  It is a way of 
helping our church remain 

attractive to our regular congregation and local community, especially 
now the new extension is available.  If you don’t feel able to be part of 
the rota we also welcome helpers who can be called upon in those 
rare occasions someone phones in sick or has a domestic emergency. 

For more information contact Valerie Burrows on 01256 880087, Kay 
Pearman on 01256 882565 or email Valerie at: 
StL@avbur.demon.co.uk.   
 

mailto:StL@avbur.demon.co.uk
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ASH BROOK INDEPENDANT 
FUNERAL  
DIRECTORS 
& MEMORIAL 
CONSULTANTS 
 

 Independent family Funeral 
Director 

 Day or night we provide a 
complete personal, caring & 
professional service for all your 
funeral requirements 

 Dignified funeral service £895 
plus disbursements 

Please call Terina on  
0118 9821111  
28 Mulfords Hill, Tadley, Hants, RG26 
3JE 

www.ashbrookfunerals.co.uk 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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STRATFIELD  SAYE CELEBRATION 
On 25th June 2016 Stratfield Saye will be celebrating HRH Queen Elizabeth's 
90th birthday, with a Summer Fete/field party. This will be held in the Iron 
Duke's garden and the adjoining field. There will be fun for all, BBQ and a 
cream tea will be held for all to enjoy; tea and coffee, soft drinks as well as a 
special beer supplied by the Iron Duke. Entertainment will be supplied with 
games for the children like pin the tail on the donkey, face painting, a football 
competition and a bouncy castle. 

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS We will be having a craft tent, so if you have a 
hobby which provides items that you would like to sell, bring it along. Tables 
will cost £25.00 per table.  If painting is your hobby and you would like to sell 
them, here is a perfect opportunity. We would also like to see the paintings 
you are working on at this moment in time, so it may help some one who is 
thinking about doing a different hobby. 

Dog owners will be able to bring their pet along and enter them in a dog show 
(application forms available from the Iron Duke. For the children there will be 
a fancy dress competition along with making a scarecrow. Children's painting 
or mini garden boxes will also be judged. 

A candy floss van will be there as well as an ice cream van. 

The proceeds of this event are going to be used to fund a small play area for 
the children of the village, by the pavilion.  

There will be more events to make sure we have the proper ground prepared 
and safe equipment purchased. 

Please watch this space for more information nearer the time.  If you have 
any ideas for additional stalls/games please feel free to contact me on 01189 
333230 or normacarruthers@btinternet.com. This event is being coordinated 
by the villagers for their children's entertainment.  

You are able to follow Stratfield Saye on Facebook or on our website. 

COFFEE. The monthly coffee group on Monday 7th March was well attended. 
Once again some members of the coffee club very kindly supplied two 
delicious home made cakes, which were really appreciated. 

In May the Parish Council is being re-elected and some of you may be asked 
for your support. I know that you will help, if asked. I will be able to let you 
know the councillors in the May issue, hopefully. 

The Queens Birthday (above) celebration preparations are going really well. 
We are hoping for a sunny, dry day. Please come along and join in the fun. 
We are planning a tombola stall, so if you have any items you could donate, I 
would appreciate it. Please drop them at the Iron Duke or at 41, New Street. 
We’re trying to get a Morris group too, so if you know anyone who may be 
able to help please let me know. 01189333230.  The date of the next meeting 
is 31st April 7.30 at the IRON DUKE . Thank you. Jean Carruthers  
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Village Hall Matters 
Sherfield on Loddon Village Hall 

Reg. Charity No. 272385 

Tel: 07468 427684 

Email: info@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk  

FUN QUIZ NIGHT – Rescheduled to SATURDAY 9th APRIL 

Test your memory and stimulate those little grey cells. Join us for a night of 

quizzing, friendly rivalry and fun! You are warmly invited to form a team for 

a Fundraising Fun Quiz Night on Saturday 9th April. Teams of up to 6 peo-

ple, or come along and join a team on the evening. Tickets £3 per person 

from 886550 or tickets@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk   

The Friends of the Village Hall 

The Village Hall management committee is very grateful to a few volun-

teers who give so much time and effort organising and running fund raising 

events for the village hall. As a Charity, the only regular income the Hall 

has is from its hiring fees so donations and fund raising events are vital to 

maintain the Hall. Please support your Village Hall 

Hog The Limelight 
In former years, Hampshire Arts Council (now Hampshire Cultural Trust) 

have part funded some of the entertainment activities in the hall, as a way 

of bringing “the Arts” to the population. Every year they have held a show-

case event to introduce the artist’s they will be funding – this year it was 

held at Totton and attended by Natalie Larner and Wendy Gosden. HTL 

will still supply the introductions, but due to cuts, they will no longer be able 

to provide the funding, so we may have to look to more local sources for 

events.  

 
Please don’t forget the Village Coffee Morning on the 2nd Saturday of 

each month at 10.30am in the Garden Room. All welcome. 
 

For more information on activities, events & booking the hall, visit: 

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 
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West Green Road, Hartley 
Wintney RG27 8LP 

Open June (date varies) to late 
September for Pick Your Own & 

Picked fruit, vegetables and flowers 
including Strawberries, Tayberries, 

Currants, Gooseberries, Raspberries, 
New Potatoes & Asparagus; local 

Honey, Free Range Eggs and 
Homemade Jams & Ice Creams 

CALL 01252 845772 from May 1st for 
information, & to place orders or visit    

www.westgreenfruits.com 
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April Update from  

Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 

 
Meeting dates 
The next Full Parish Council meeting dates are 13th April 
2016 and 18th May at 7.30 pm in the Liddell Hall.  The May 
meeting will be the AGM of the Parish Council – please note that this has 
been changed from the normal monthly date of the second Wednesday 
due to parish council elections. 
 
The APM for parish residents will take place on Monday 9th May in the Vil-
lage Hall. 
 
Parish Elections – Don’t Lose Your Vote 
Elections for parish councillors will be held on 5 May this year.  You need 
to be on the Register of Electors in order to vote.  The closing date for 
registering to vote on 5 May is 18 April 2016.  See the information at 
http://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/vote. 
 
Planning 
The Parish Council has engaged a planning consultant to prepare a re-
sponse for the Council to the outline planning application for the land at 
Goddards Farm.  The response will be published on the Parish Council 
website. 
 
Speedwatch 
Have you noticed the Speedwatch team in action?  The group works in 
conjunction with the local police to monitor traffic through the village and 
in surrounding parishes.  More volunteers are always welcome.  Please 
contact the Parish Clerk if you are interested. 
 
Your Village Green Needs You 
The first meeting of volunteers was well attended.  Please come and join 
us at 2:00 pm on the first Saturday of each month, meeting at the War 
Memorial.  Ring Bruce Batting on 882605 for further information. 
 
Catherine Ryle - Clerk to the Parish Council, Sherfield-on-Loddon,  
PO Box 6862, Basingstoke RG24 4QZ    Telephone: 01256 842662 
Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 

mailto:clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk


 

 
Page 30 

Sherfield Residents Voice Concern Over Planning Proposals 

On Wednesday 9th March a large group of Sherfield residents, numbering more 
than 50, walked from HouseTwenty8 around the village via Bow Drive. They 
stopped at the entrance to a field for which planning permission was being sought 
for the building of 95 houses.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The meeting, organised by Venetia Rowland, a 
Sherfield resident, was helpful in drawing together a 
number of arguments in relation to the proposed 
building development and it gave those present the 
chance to air their views and to hear the comments 
of the experts present who were able to answer 
questions – these were the Basingstoke and Dean 
Borough Council Planning Officer Rob Sims, 
Borough Councillor Nick Robinson, and the 
Sherfield Parish Council’s appointed consultant 
Tony Charles of Porchester Planning. 

Topics that were covered (but were not limited to) 
were especially concerned with access.  In fact, 
while the experts were answering questions it was 
noted that the Stagecoach buses which regularly 
travelled along the Bow Drive/Bow Grove route, 
were having great difficulty in negotiating the parked 
traffic. 

Furthermore, while walking down Bow Drive and 
Bow Grove to the Bramley Road,  it was again clear 
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The meeting, organised by Venetia Rowland, a 
Sherfield resident, was helpful in drawing together a 
number of arguments in relation to the proposed 
building development and it gave those present the 
chance to air their views and to hear the comments 
of the experts present who were able to answer 
questions – these were the Basingstoke and Dean 
Borough Council Planning Officer Rob Sims, 
Borough Councillor Nick Robinson, and the 
Sherfield Parish Council’s appointed consultant 
Tony Charles of Porchester Planning. 

Topics that were covered (but were not limited to) 
were especially concerned with access.  In fact, 
while the experts were answering questions it was 
noted that the Stagecoach buses which regularly 
travelled along the Bow Drive/Bow Grove route, 
were having great difficulty in negotiating the parked 
traffic. 

Furthermore, while walking down Bow Drive and 
Bow Grove to the Bramley Road,  it was again clear 

that the number of parked cars and heavy traffic already posed a problem. 
There were serious issues in that area already, and these, coupled with 
issues of poor visibility, would increase massively.  

The experts were questioned closely by many who voiced their concerns 
about the inadequacy of the infrastructure of existing drainage and 
sewerage in the area. And while this issue had been raised with the 
Environmental Agency as well as Thames Water over a number of years, 
there was still the constant threat of flooding!.   

The Strategic Gap – as the Local Plan moves closer to being implemented 
the BDBC planning department is able to give more in-depth answers to 
environmental questions, especially since the majority of the village is within 
a conservation area and is 
subject to strict planning rules.                                                                                

 

Brian Archer 

Flooding of Bow Brook 
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All activities must be booked in advance  Tel:  01256 883967 or email    

admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk  or visit www.sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

 

HOLIDAY FUN  

FOR KIDS  

FUNZONE 

Mon 4th April 1pm—2.30pm or 2.30—4pm  
 £4 per session 

Giant Treehouse Slide, Bouncy Castle,   
Ball pond, didi cars, Lego table 

 

SPRING FAMILY FUN 
Wed 6th April 1pm—3pm  

Free Entry  
Mobile Farm, Arts & Crafts, Refreshments  

TETRABRAZIL 
Football Workshops 

 

Tues 29th  - Fri 8th April 
9-3pm (half  days available) 

www.tetrabrazil.co.uk/Basingstoke 

 

 

HEALTH & WELLBEING EVENT 
Friday 22nd April  7-10pm 

Fun, social evening with information,  advice and  displays from local 
fitness groups and professionals. Mini treatments such as express 

facials, hot stone massage & reflexology.  Healthy café.  FREE 
ENTRY.  Suitable for  men and women  aged 16+  

SHERFEST 2016 
Saturday 2nd July  12-8pm 

Live Music ~ Bar ~ Aircraft landing ~ Fish 
& Chips ~ The Hobo Co ~ Zorb Balling ~ 

Inflatables ~ Face Painting & Mascots 
PLUS loads more!!! FREE ENTRY 

www.Facebook.com/Sherfest 
www,sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

 

ROLLER  

DISCO  
Fri 8th April  

 
Ages 5-8 (up to sch yr 3)  

11-12pm        Roller disco 
12– 12.30pm Lunch  

 
Ages 8-16 (from sch yr 4)  
12.30-1.30pm   Roller Disco  

1.30—2pm        Lunch  
  

Cost £7 (includes skating., skate hire, lunch box & 
activity sheet) 

 

Children aged 5-8 must be supervised by an 
adult 

 

Supervising adults can skate for a £5 charge 

QUIZ NIGHT 
Saturday 14th May  

7.30pm 
 

Tickets £8  per person (includes 
food) 

Licensed cash bar.   
Max 6 per team, no minimum 

 

 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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     SHERFIELD PARK MATTERS by Howard Perkins 

SHOPS   The construction work by Croudace Homes Ltd. continues apace 

and, as part of the competition to find the right shopkeeper to run its community 

shop, the SPCA is inviting those that have already expressed a keen interest to 

explain their business plans (and other ideas for best serving the community) at 

a series of meetings designed to aid the selection process. The announcement 

of the winner is expected by the end of June 2016.  

COMMUNITY CENTRE LOFT CONVERSION   SPCA building-conversion 

plans submitted in February have since received B&DBC planning permission. 

Detailed structural calculations and mechanical & electrical engineering 

drawings are now progressing. This will provide the basis for the necessary 

Production Information and Tender Documentation ahead of the tendering 

phase which is planned to start April 2016. 

VOLUNTARY COMMUNITY GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME   With the help of 

the Bramley Group, Sherfield Park’s own Good Neighbour scheme is now up 

and running. People have started to use the scheme to attend appointments at 

doctors’ surgeries and hospitals but a few more volunteer drivers are needed.  

This would involve no more than one or two trips a week and volunteers would 

be paid expenses.  If you are interested in either using the scheme or helping 

with driving please contact Kathy or Graham on 882584 or speak to Candice at 

the SP Community Centre. 

THE COMMUNITY GARDEN is just one part of the effort to make the SP 

Community Centre more attractive as a focal point for community activity.  

Outdoor furniture, purchased using funds from a Local Infrastructure Fund 

grant, is already in place and parasols are soon to be added.  It is planned to 

reposition existing planters and add some colourful flowers when we finally get 

some good weather, although that part is outside local control.  If you have any 

suggestions about how to make the Community Centre even more attractive, 

just let the SPCA know by dropping by the Centre or by emailing: 

communications@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk   

NEW SHERFIELD PARK PARISH COUNCIL  The 30th March saw the 

‘opening of nominations’ for the new parish council. The period for nominations 

remains open until 7th April 2016. If you missed the special meeting held on 

24th February at B&DBC offices, to better inform those considering becoming 

parish councillors, you might like to revisit last month’s LVL to see a more 

complete listing of the key dates and contact detail for existing councillors 

should you have any queries. Updates on these and other topics of local 

interest will feature in the Loddon Valley Link as they progress. Please don’t 

forget, residents are most welcome to attend SPCA Committee meetings at the 

Community Centre on the last Wednesday of the month at 8pm.  
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SHERFIELD PARK PARISH COUNCIL 
A timely reminder that Thursday May 6th 2016 will see the first 

elections taking place for the new Sherfield Park Parish 

Council and also for Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 

Also taking place are the Borough elections and the election for the Police 

& Crime Commissioner for Hampshire 

Please follow the information at the Polling station and if you are not on the 

electoral role you will not be able to vote. 

Polling cards will be sent out on the 30th of March 2016 

Not on the Electoral role but want to vote then you must register with 

Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council  before 

Monday 18th April 2016 

Any queries please contact clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Joyce 

Picnic in the Park 
To celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday the Parish Council will be hosting a 

Community Picnic in the sports field 

behind the Sherfield Park Community 

Centre on Sunday 12th June from 2pm to 

5pm. 

There will be lots going on for everyone 

and if your group would like to take part 

in the celebrations please contact us for 

more details. 

clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

mailto:communications@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk
mailto:clerk@sherfieldparkparishcouncil.gov.uk
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JOHN DESMOND OWEN 1926 – 2016 

John was born in Wilmslow, Cheshire on 20th January 
1926, the eldest of three children. On leaving school he 
joined AV Roe & Company (AVRO) as an engineering 
apprentice and  worked on aeroplanes such as the Avro 
Anson, Bristol Blenheim and  the well-known bomber,the 
Lancaster. 

In September 1945 John joined the Royal Engineers 
before being posted to Palestine in May 1946. 
Hospitalized in 1947 he then served at the Royal Engineer Depot at Barton 
Stacey, in Singapore, Egypt and back to Barton Stacey.  

It was whilst he was with 16th Bomb Disposal Unit at Newark that John met 
and married Joan on the 15th October 1949.  At that time she was serving in 
the Women’s Royal Army Corps.  

After a posting to Gibraltar for 6 months he was discharged from the Army on 
1st November 1952 having served for 7 years in the rank of Sapper.   

He returned home to Bramley to raise his growing family: twin daughters 
Anne and Carol, David, Robert, Delia and Lawrence.  

He found employment with Thorneycroft’s specialist vehicle manufacturers in 
Basingstoke until 1957.  Then he moved into the fork-lift trucks manufacturing 
industry with Montgomery’s Forklifts and then Lansing Bagnall Forklifts in 
Basingstoke where he remained for the next 28 years until 1990 when he 
retired.  

John was one of the early members of the Bramley branch of the Royal 
British Legion and had been chairman in the mid 70’s. 

John’s great passion was Sea-Angling, a hobby which he shared with his 
three sons. His great claim to fame was catching a very large Common Skate 
weighing some 117 pounds whilst sea fishing in 1961.  Along with another 
keen sea angler Jack Davies, he co-founded the Basingstoke Sea Angling 
Club which is still going strong today.   

Sadly John lost Joan in 1998 and he 
became a Chelsea Pensioner in 
December 2002.  

John died on 4th February aged 90 in the 
Royal Hospital and was buried in Bramley 
churchyard on 19th February. 
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NWR Report for April 2016 by Gill Fearon 

Our latest meeting was a talk by Oliver Bartrum on 
the Livery Companies of the City of London and in 
particular, the Worshipful Company of 
Clockmakers of which he is the Clerk.  The talk 
was attended by other local NWR groups from Bramley, Chineham/Old 
Basing, Basingstoke and Hook.  Oliver started by explaining that he is not 
actually a clockmaker himself and he was not officially representing the 
company.  He told us that there are currently 110 Livery Companies which 
started in medieval times when traders and crafts people organised 
themselves into guilds to maintain standards, regulate the price of goods, 
control quality and to provide a technical education for their apprentices.  
Originally there was a significant link with the church, but over time and 
especially after the Reformation, they became more secular.  The first Livery 
Company was the Mercers in 1394 who were general merchants.  They 
were followed by Grocers (spice merchants), Drapers, Fishmongers, 
Goldsmiths, Skinners, Merchant Taylors, Haberdashers, Salters, 

Ironmongers, Vintners and Clothworkers.  These are the 
top twelve.  In total the Livery Companies have 27,000 
members and they are active in charitable work such as 
education and welfare.  In 2010 donations totalled £42m. 

The Clockmakers are 61 on the list and are based in 
Carpenters’ Hall. Only 39 halls still exist, many having 
been destroyed in the Great Fire or the Blitz.  Those 
which survive include some very fine buildings, which are 
not generally open to the public, although some do open 

for special occasions.  The Clockmakers motto is ‘Time is the Ruler of All 
Things’.  Clocks include ancient sundials and hour glasses.  Oliver showed 
us a photo of a massive sundial in India which dates from 1727 and is 
accurate to two seconds.  Older ones go back as far as 3,500 BC.  In this 
country, the oldest working clock is in Salisbury Cathedral and dates from 
1386.   The Clockmakers were granted their Royal Charter in 1631 by 
Charles I and still operate under this charter.  Oliver is the 23rd Clerk, which 
over nearly 400 years indicates that they love their job!  They have their own 
museum in the Science Museum which houses a considerable collection.  
There are pieces by famous clockmakers such as John Harrison and George 
Daniels. Something we learnt was that ‘Grandfather’ clocks are only known 
as ‘Long Case clocks’.  Despite their medieval roots, the Livery Companies 
have moved with the times, are expanding, relevant and very active. 

It was a very interesting talk which we all really enjoyed.  Our next meeting is 

‘A Night with the Stars’ – an exploration of space.  
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Borough Councillor Update  

Thank you to everyone who turned out on Wednesday 
March 9th It was very pleasant to walk around the village 
with friends. The BDBC planning officer, Rob 
Sims, expressed his appreciation of how affable 
everyone was in the light of such a contentious issue. I 
am sure he understood the concerns regarding traffic in 
the immediate vicinity of the Development and at The 
Shop and Bramley Road junction. I hope to get some 
feedback from him in the next few days. 

Some of you will have noticed that the reflective marker 
posts on the traffic calming on the Bramley Road have been replaced after 
some nagging at the County Council. I am now trying to get them to take a 
proper look at the flooding on the corner of the green. It would appear that the 
culvert is blocked causing water  to run down the Bramley Road. 

In Basingstoke Black Dam roundabout is finished at last, work will now  
progress up the A33 improving  the roundabouts from the ring road, Crockford 
Lane, Tesco’s, Taylors Farm and eventually Sherfield Village So sorry to say 
there will be some traffic issues before we feel the benefit. 

If you need me my email is cllr.nick.robinson@basingstoke.gov.uk 

Regards Nick Robinson 

Beat Report February 2016 

Burglaries: 

Burglaries are a Local Beat Priority across the whole of 
Basingstoke. There have been two reported Burglaries this 
month across Bramley and Sherfield which is a decrease over 
last month. One was a dwelling burglary and the other a shed. 

The dwelling burglary was in Bramley on Sherfield Road, offender(s) have 
forced entry to an address via the front door and carried out an untidy search 
of the property. Very little appeared to have been stolen apart from a 
handbag with a small amount of cash. 

The non-dwelling was sometime overnight, offender(s) have gained access to 
a secure container on the Cufaude Lane construction site and stolen plant 
machinery. 

Anti Social Behaviour: 

There have been 3 reports of ASB this month. That is a decrease of 1 
reported incident over the last month. Two incidents were ASB “Nuisance” 
and one being “Personal.” One Nuisance report is regarding possible drugs 
being smoked in Bramley and the other is a vehicle being parked in parking 
bays for a long period of time. If you are considering reporting an abandoned 
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vehicle to Police but the vehicle is not obstructing the road then please 
contact the local council who will start the process of having the vehicle 
removed. Police will not remove the vehicle unless it is actually parked in a 
dangerous position (for example: parked in a position where it is causing 
other vehicles to take immediate avoiding action. A vehicle parked where 
other drivers need to slow down to pass or need to give way, is not 
considered dangerous.) There has been one incident where someone has 
reported speeding along Walsh Road. Walsh Road has not been adopted by 
Hampshire Highways Authority as of yet so there is currently no legally 
enforceable speed limit. However, in most cases of reported speeding 
amongst built up estates, the vehicles are not actually breaking a speed limit 
(which would normally be 30mph,) vehicles appear to be travelling faster than 
they actually are. This is due to other vehicles being parked on both sides of 
the road and as a result, the roads seem narrower.   

Speeding/ Traffic offences: 

There have been no reports of speeding/ dangerous driving reported over the 
last month and one damage only traffic collision.  

Suspicious Incidents: 

There have also been 3 suspicious vehicle/ person reports. The only report of 
note was an on call doctor seeing two males at 0300hrs standing around on 
Bramley Road, Sherfield on Loddon, one with what appeared to be a cricket 
bat, further down the road there was another male wearing dark sunglasses. 
We received no other reports of this and nothing that could be linked was 
reported the next day. If you see anything you consider being suspicious 
please call us on 101 to report it. If there are any units free at the time of the 
call, they will attend. I am impressed of the detail people giving to us. The 
majority of the suspicious vehicles that have been called in to us have been 
with a full registration! It helps us out a lot when we have this line of enquiry 
as we can normally locate the owner and ask them what they were doing. 

Overall: 

Another decrease in ASB, even if it is only by 1! We have had a surge in 
reports of Assault though. Even though these are reports of Assault, it does 
not mean someone has been physically hit/ hurt. Assault can be as little as 
shouting at someone hence there being high amounts of Assaults on some 
beat reports, two reports of assault are of the same incident but counter 
allegations. Criminal Damages have dropped significantly however the ones 
reported all seem to be following on the spate from last month. One vehicle in 
Bramley was seized due to the driver being seen driving whilst disqualified 
and another was seized in Sherfield due to the vehicle being untaxed. 

Many thanks, 

PCSO Nathan Johnson 

(Continued from page 40) 

mailto:cllr.nick.robinson@basingstoke.gov.uk
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Village Green Matters 
Trees 

You may have noticed some green numbers appearing on trees around the 
Green.  This is to identify trees needing work as part of our annual tree 
survey.  The purpose of the survey is to address any diseased or potentially 

dangerous trees, and carry out 
dead-wooding and any other 
remedial work that will benefit 
the tree.   

This year there will be quite a bit 
of cutting back along the eastern 
end of The Plantation near the 
Jubilee Pond, and along the 
concrete path, which will leave 
these a little bare in the short 
term, but we will be replanting 
later in the year.  Many of the 

trees along the pedestrian path have died, or are suffering, from 
waterlogging. 

The Green is a semi-wild space so our aim is to not to ‘tidy up’ too much – 
fallen trees in slow decay and scrubby undergrowth provide a range of 
habitats for wild creatures and insects, as well as making the Green a more 
interesting place to walk around.  However, where trees have to be newly 
felled, the timber will be logged and you are free to come and help 
yourselves. 

Fat Ducks 

You may have heard in the news recently about 
the dangers of feeding ducks bread.  Bread is 
nothing like ducks’ natural diet and many are 
overfed with it, which is really bad for their health.  
The RSPB says that “white bread in particular 
has no real nutritional value, so while birds may 
find it tasty, they will fill up on it instead of other foods that could be more 
beneficial to them,”  

Uneaten food can also cause changes to the chemical content of water, 
increasing the risk of avian disease, and it causes algal blooms which allows 
bacteria to breed.  Of course it also attracts rats and other vermin. 

The good news is that you can still feed the ducks but need to do so 
sensibly. Vary what you give them and swap it for smaller quantities of 
healthier more natural treats Here is a list of list of what is safe/ not safe to 
give them: 
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Volunteers 

The Green is 36 acres and whilst most of the routine work, such as mowing 
and tree care, is carried out by paid professionals, there are always other, 
smaller jobs that we need volunteers to help with to keep the Green in good 
condition.   

With busy lives, we know it can be hard to find time to volunteer, which is why 
we only ask for as much time as you can spare, 
although we aim for our sessions to last 2-3 hours.  

We had our first 2016 session on Saturday 5th 
March.  Eight of us spent a couple of hours 
tackling the path behind the Village Hall (cutting 
the grass back from the paving), and then cleaning 
benches, which involved a hard scrub, as well as 
clearing the weeds and grass from underneath.   

Luckily the weather cooperated and, apart from a couple of squalls, we had 
bright sunshine all afternoon.  We enjoyed a free work-out and had the 
satisfaction of seeing the final result.  Hopefully you will have noticed the 
difference that our work has made.   

However, there are still 17 benches left to do, scattered around the Green, so 
if you could lend a hand at out next session, we’d be delighted to see you.   

Even helping out with the smallest tasks can make a real difference. 

Our next meeting will be on Saturday 2nd April. 

SAFE NOT SAFE 

Cracked corn Bread 

Wheat, barley or similar grains Chips 

Oats Crackers and biscuits 

Rice (cooked or uncooked) Popcorn 

Birdseed (any type or mix) Sugary food, like sweets and chocolate 

Grapes (cut in half)   

Frozen peas or corn (defrosted, no 
need to cook) 

  

Earthworms   

Mealworms   

Chopped lettuce/greens or salad 
mixes 

  

Chopped vegetable trimmings or 
peels 

  

Duck pellets   
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Sherfield and District Gardening Club 

On Monday 18th April we will be joined once again by 
Paolo Arrigo who will be telling us all about Franchi 
Seeds. Franchi Seeds is the oldest family run seed 
company in the world, it’s been in the same family for 7 
generations, since 1783. 

Paolo has spoken at many shows including RHS 
Hampton Court, Country BBC Gardeners' World Live 
and many more. Paolo wrote his first book 'From Seed to Plate' in 2009 
which combines his knowledge and passion for Italian food and ingredients 
using his experience from having grown up in the family deli in London. 
Members will remember when Paolo joined us last year, he surprised us all 
by entertaining us with his accordion. I wonder what surprise he will have in 
store for us this time. 

Percy’s Plant Sale is fast approaching on 14th May. Just a reminder, if you 
have any spare plants that you want to go to a good home, please let Dan or 
Andy know. We’d be happy to take them off your hands.  

Thomas Stone will be our May speaker when he will be telling us all about 
Hardy Geraniums. 

Anyone interested in gardening will be most welcome to join us at the 
Sherfield Village Hall at 7:45pm. 

For arrangements contact Dan on 882680 or Andy on 882350 
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WOMEN’S INSTITUTE Reported by Ilene Iles 

Glenda Holder, our President for the March Meeting 
opened proceedings and let Members know that 
Tess Morris was still in hospital.  The usual business 
reports were given and the results of our votes on 
this year’s Resolutions were read out. Christine Skillett advised members 
that a decision needed to be made on the date of our outing to Milletts Farm 
– the 24th May or 7th June 2016.  Other matters were discussed and the 
business Meeting closed at 2.40 p.m. 

Glenda then introduced our Speaker – Mrs Liz Barron M.B.E. whose subject 
was “A Tale of 2 Journeys – In Grandpa’s Footsteps – Barry to Shanghai” – 
a talk she illustrated with slides. 

Liz explained that a cousin had found their grandfather’s diary chronicling his 
journey by train from Barry to Shanghai.  He set out on the 20th April 1913 at 
3.40 p.m. and 28 trains and 26 days later he arrived in Shanghai.  Liz 
mentioned that she had dreamt for years of following in his footsteps and, 
thanks to a legacy from an aunt, she and her husband set out 100 years to 
the minute from when her grandfather had left and arrived in Shanghai 16 
days later.  She described the journey through Cologne, Berlin, Warsaw, 
Belarus, Moscow, 4 days and nights on the Trans-Siberian Railway, 
Smolensk, Irkutsk, the Trans Manchurian Train, Harbin, Dalian and finally 
arriving in Shanghai.  Glenda gave the vote of thanks, a delicious tea was 
served and the raffle was drawn. 

NEXT MEETING: WEDNESDAY 6TH APRIL 2016 AT 2 P.M. IN SHERFIELD 
VILLAGE HALL. 

To find out more – www.hampshirewi.org.uk and then click on Sherfield-on-
Loddon. 

Evergreens by May McQueen 

Our March meeting was a very interesting talk by Christopher Mounty from 
the Basingstoke Beekeepers Association. His talk was about the honey 
bee.  The queen bee lays up to 2,000 eggs per day and can fly at 15 miles 
per hour. The workers are all females and they forage for food which is the 
pollen and nectar from flowers and usually come out at lunchtime when it is 
warm. They also protect the hive by keeping it clean and circulating the air 
by beating their wings. The drones are male bees and their purpose is to 
mate with the queen.  Christopher also brought a hive with him and it was 
made of polystyrene and much lighter to move than the hives made of 
cedar wood. 

The next meeting on 4th April is a talk by Rob Chapman from Age Concern  

http://www.hampshirewi.org.uk


 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 
MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 

Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans available. 

1 Seal Road, Basingstoke,  
RG21 7NQ  

Tel: 01256 844663 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Happy Faces Play group 
Sherfield-on-Loddon 

“Bring your happy face to our  

happy place” 
A small, friendly playgroup for  

children aged 2 years 6 months to school 
age 

Flexible Sessions 
including all day 

 

 

 

 

Further information:  

01256 880903 

Prospectus/application form:  

07791 141176 

happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk 
www.happy-faces-playgroup.co.uk 

Est. 1982. Charity No. 1029688 
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T: 01256 242135 

M: 07990 814143 

 

 
Page 51 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
mailto:happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.happyfacesplaygroup.co.uk
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YOUR LOCAL TRADE PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, HEATING & 

ELECTRICAL NEEDS  

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT US: 
     Tel: 01256 880044   MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

 PLUMBING & HEATING SPECIALIST 

 Bathrooms & shower installations 

 Solar thermal installations and energy-friendly controls 

 Gas Safe and Oftec registered for peace of mind with 
gas and oil installations 

29164 

Serving the local community for 30 years 

Telephone: 01256 882309 

Email: adrian@awburt.com 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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Probus Hears from a TV Comedy Writer 

Writing “gags” for a living is a cut throat business Brad 
Ashton explained to the Probus Club of Basingstoke. The 
club for retired professional and business managers was 
amazed to hear that he had written over 1500 comedy 
shows for television over a working lifetime and the names 
he mentioned were household favourites that the audience 
recalled with ease.  

Ted Ray, Tommy Trinder, 
Jimmy Edwards, Jon 
Pertwee, Leslie Phillips, 
Harry Worth and Dick 
Emery from the early days; 
Benny Hill, Tommy 
Cooper, Les Dawson, 
Frankie Howerd, Tony 
Hancock, Ken Dodd, Bob 
Monkhouse, Bernard 
Bresslaw, Mike and Bernie 
Winters and Little and 
Large were the British 
stars and he worked with 
Groucho Marx for fourteen 
weeks on a UK tour. 

Spike Milligan had an office below Brad’s for 20 years and they would lunch 
together with Galton and Simpson, Johnny Speight and others. In fact there 
were 16 of them in the building and if unsure of a gag or routine they would 
pop into one of the other offices and try it out on each other. 

Brad was asked by Ned Sherrin to help decide between David Frost and 
Brian Redhead who was to be the anchor man on a new topical show called 
That Was The Week That Was. Initially Brian Redhead was ahead but then 
Brad saw David Frost handle a 300 strong audience with political 
impersonations of top quality and is convinced that he was the most 
talented man he ever worked with. 

Les Dawson was another of Brad’s favourites who spoke seven languages 
and at a Chinese restaurant spoke for twenty minutes in Mandarin with a 
waiter. He was also a good pianist who deliberately played out of tune to 
avoid paying any royalties. 

See the Probus Club’s web site www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com for 
more information about their activities.  

http://www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA. Reliable and affordable service. Friendly, 
experienced lady who cleans every corner. Ironing also available. References. 
Tel 07933 316989. mariacleaning@live.co.uk 

LOCAL PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR and EXTERIOR DECORATOR  
First class job guaranteed.  Over 30 years experience. No job too small.  For a 
free estimate ring Ian 01256 882132 or 07876021772 

SEWING, EXPERIENCED AND CONVENIENT. Di is now back in the 
conservatory, Sherfield Garden Centre. Bespoke dressmaking, clothing 
alterations, repairs, curtains & blinds and soft furnishings. 07796 045944. 

PC SUPORT.  For technical help with PCs, Macs, tablets, internet,  
wi-fi: repairs, upgrades and installation: Call Ian on 07977 143310. 

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER. Self assessment tax returns, 
arrears, claims, payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation free. 
Call 07920112533 or e-mail david_hitchins@msn.com 

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, 
garden maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 07713 470223. E-mail 
rdam549@googlemail.com  

WINDOW CLEANER. Windows cleaned or gutters cleared - one off or 
regularly. Local, reliable window cleaner (testimonials available). For a quote 
call Pete Owen on 07762 616600 pjhcleaning@btinternet.com 

MATHS AND PSYCHOLOGY TUTOR available to take on students in 
Sherfield and surrounding area studying for GCSEs or A Levels. Proven track 
record. Contact Lexi Ball on 07557 277121 or 01256 883838 or e-mail 
lexiball707@gmail.com 

DOMICILLARY CARER. Female aged 49. CRB Certified/Carer PL 
Insurance. Patient and kind offering personal care/companionship to the 
elderly in their home and respite care. Based south of Reading. Will travel 
within 10 mile radius. References available. Michelle 07776 255688. 

EVENING ART CLASS. Monday 6.30pm to 8.30pm, Sherfield Village Hall. 
Drawing and painting suitable for beginners and intermediate. Taught by 
qualified teacher/artist, Louise Hight ; 01256 886383. L.hight@hotmail.co.uk 

DAYTIME ART CLASS. Tuesday 10am to 12 midday, Sherfield village Hall. 
Drawing and painting suitable for beginners and intermediate. Taught by 
qualified teacher/ artist, Louise Hight ; 01256 886383. L.hight@hotmail.co.uk 

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
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07468 427684 
07940 212441 
883838 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments 
Basingstoke Gazette   
Brownies 
St. Leonard’s Church                             
Breach Lane Chapel 
Catholic Church 
Clift Surgery Patient Group 
Cricket Club (Sherfield) 
Cricket Club (ST & HW) 
Evergreens                    
Football (Junior)              
Happy Faces Playgroup 
Loddon Players 
Loddon Quilters 
Loddon Valley Link 
Lunch Club.  
NWR   
Police - Sherfield local beat officer  
Police - Sherfield Park 
Police - report an incident 
Poppies 
Post Office 
Rainbows 
Sherfield. Community Care Grp  
Sherfield Fete 
Sherfield Dist. Gardening Club 
 
Sherfield Park Community Centre 
Sherfield Park Parish Council 
Sherfield Show 
Short Mat Bowls 
Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
Stratfield Saye Village Hall 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting 
Sherfield Parish Council 
Toddler Group 0-5s  
Tree Warden.  
Village Green Volunteers 
Whist Drive  
Women’s Institute 
Sherfield Village Hall  
Caretaker/Bookings 
Management Committee 
Fund Raising Committee 
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Bruce Batting      
Chris Horton 
Sue Handasyde-Dick 
See inside back page 
Geoff Belsham                            
Fr. Chris Rutledge 
John Darker 
Andy Stevens 
Paul Baldwin 
Jean Berntsen 
Fred Berntsen  
Peggy Hutchins                         
Chris Horton 
Jacky Morgan     
(See back pages)  
Helen Belsham                           
Gill Fearon 
PCSO Nath Johnson 
PC Jim Charlton 
Police Control Room 
Natalie Larner 
 
Pam Luck 
Doreen Tosswill 
Bruce Batting 
Dan Farrow and 
Andy Morgan  
Candice Wright 
Sue Talbot 
Natalie Larner                                  
Norman Stanley 
Penny Mayo 
Linda Bishop 
Sheila Campbell (Chair) 
Catherine Ryle (Clerk)              
Judith Sullivan                           
Jane Jordan 
Bruce Batting                         
Virgilius Vickers  
Christine Skillett                                                                 
 
Wendy Gosden 
Ivan Gosden 
Alan Ball  
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mailto:L.hight@hotmail.co.uk
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Loddon Valley Link Management  

Editor for the May edition – Simon Boase 
Please submit copy for this edition no later than the 16th April.   

Send copy to…... 
Email: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Committee:  
Chairman: Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379 
(dgdawson@sky.com) 
Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559  
Secretary: Ilene Iles  
01256 880559 (pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk) 
Rev. Stephen Ball 
Dr. John Williams 01256 882705 
(lawnfarm@aol.com) 
Howard Perkins 01256 883882 
perkinsthekeep@gmail.com 
Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
Claire Osborne 01256 324458 
(guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk) 
Simon Boase 01256 881250 
(sibo999@gmail.com) 
Brian Archer 01256 882099 
(brianarcher@btinternet.com) 
Jane Abrams  01256 881188 
(jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk) 

 
Church Officers 

Priest in Charge: Rev. Stephen Ball  
01256 881071, temporary email 
sb113lb@gmail.com) 
(Please note: Stephen’s day off is Monday) 
Assistant Priest: Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 
816593 (sc.cedars@greenbee.net)  
Curate (priest responsible for Bramley & Little 
London: Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570  
Licensed Lay Ministers :  
Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 
John Williams 01256 882705 
Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 
(lgoodall.work@gmail.com) 

 
 

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, CHURCH END, 
SHERFIELD ON LODDON,  RG27 0JB  
(no mail) 

Churchwarden: Peter Gould 01256 882538 
Churchwarden: Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Treasurer: Dan Farrow 01256 882680 

Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
Organist: Brian Archer 01256 882099 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE 
Churchwarden: Dr. John Williams 01256 882705  
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                                                                                                    
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

MESSY CHURCH, SHERFIELD PARK 
Leader: Peta Alvares 0777 2322202  
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Please note: the Loddon Valley Link Management 
Committee cannot be held responsible for the 

reliability or quality of any goods, work or services  
in this publication. 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
All advertising enquiries to Pip Iles Tel. 01256 880559 

 advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
Deadline for ads. for next edition is the 10th of the month 

Small ads -  £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. 
Requests are dealt with in order.  

Display ads pricing - please see the website or contact Pip Iles. 
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www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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