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Editorial 
Spring is definitely here. We’ve just passed the vernal  
equinox and daffodils are blooming all over the place 
although the morning of the eclipse proved pretty 
unseasonal. This month’s spring cover picture is from me.  

Easter will be with us next week. For 
2000+ years this cornerstone of 
Christianity, Easter (i.e. remembering 
the Resurrection) is the major 
Christian Festival, not Christmas as 
many might believe. The festival, of 
course, has much older roots. 
Bunnies are a leftover from the 
ancient festival of Eostre, a great 
northern goddess mentioned by 
Bede in the 8th C, whose symbol was 
a rabbit or hare. Exchange of eggs is 
an ancient custom, celebrated by 
many cultures.  

As usual lots happening with the 
latest Loddon Players production  on 
P11, an invite to get walking around 
Hartley Wespall in the centre pages  
Art exhibitions on P35 and even what 
it’s it like to own an all electric car on 
P50 from a local resident. 

Keep the articles and photos coming 
in to the usual address: 
editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL 
St. Leonard’s faithful hardworking cleaning teams continue to 
keep our church looking lovely and welcoming and they 
deserve our thanks. 
We would welcome new recruits so please consider 

volunteering – it is not a huge commitment but it is a great way of helping 
our church maintain its appeal to our local community, especially now we 
have our new extension up and running. 
Our new rota is due to be organised. We are meeting on Monday 11th May 
at 7:45pm in the new church room, followed by coffee/tea and cakes. For 
more information contact Valerie Burrows on 01256 880087 or email 
StL@avbur.demon.co.uk  
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  Services 
 

    April 2015 

*Drive up close to the white gates, which will open automatically. Children are 
welcome at all our services.  Services in italics are particularly geared to children 
and families.  BCP - Book of Common Prayer. 

Sunday 5th April         EASTER DAY 

10.00am Family Communion with Lenten Cross St Leonard’s Sherfield 
10.00am Family Communion by Extension        St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
11.30am Holy Communion BCP       St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 

Sunday 12th April                                         Easter 2 

10.00am Morning Worship & Sunday Club        St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Sunday 19th April          Easter 3 

10.00am Holy Communion, Baptisms      St Leonard’s Sherfield 
    & Sunday Club      
6.30pm Evensong         St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

Sunday 26th April                     Easter 4 

10.00am   Family Service                                  St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Sunday 3rd May          Easter 5 

10.00am Holy Communion               St Leonard’s Sherfield 

10.00am Family Service        St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
6.30pm Evensong & Holy Communion     St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

Thursday 2nd April      Maundy Thursday 

7.00pm Agape Supper & Holy Communion    St Leonard’s Church Room 

Friday 3rd April       Good Friday 

11.00am Hour at the Foot of the Cross    St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

 

 
Page 5 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

http://www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk


 

 
Page 6 

BREACH LANE CHAPEL 
Sherfield on Loddon 
Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416  
Transport is available for all events at the chapel 

April 2015 Services 

Catholic Services 
St Bede’s and Holy 
Ghost Churches, 

Basingstoke. 

Parish Office  
Tues to Friday  

9.30 am-1.00 pm Tel.465214. 
Sunday Mass 9.00 am, 11.00 am 

and 6.30 pm  

St Leonard’s Open Days 

Everyone is 
welcome to visit for 
reflection, prayer, 
or to view with a 
wedding in mind.  

The church is open in April on the 
18thand 25th 

from 10:00 till 4:00  

Thursday 2nd 7.45pm House Group & Bible Study at 9 Coopers Lane, 
Bramley 

Friday 3rd 10.30am GOOD FRIDAY service led by Geoff Belsham & 
Holy Communion 

Sunday 5th 10.30am EASTER DAY Family Worship led by Neil 
Owen 

  11am Youth Group – “The Flock” 

Tuesday 7th 7.45pm Deacons Meeting at Frimley Road 

Friday 10th 10.30am Open Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 12th 10.30am Family Worship led by Graham Locke 

Tuesday 14th 2pm Church Walk at Tadley 

Thursday 16th 7.45pm House Group & Bible Study at 9 Coopers Lane, 
Bramley 

Friday 17th 10.30am Open Morning at the Chapel 

Saturday 18th 2.30pm Saturday Fellowship (DCF) 

Sunday 19th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen with Holy 
Communion 

Wednesday 22nd 2.30pm Midweek Fellowship at Chapel led by Geoff 
Belsham 

Friday 24th 10.30am Open Morning at the Chapel 

Sunday 26th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Tuesday 28th 2pm Church Walk at Kempshott 

 

 
Page 7 

Rector’s  Letter 
We haven’t got a rector, so how can we have a rector’s letter I 
hear many of you saying. Will we ever get a new one? It is one 
and a half years since Bob left and we are still without a 
successor. 

What is God up to is the cry I hear.  I am constantly asked “what 
news do you have?” The representatives of the three PCC’s 
have interviewed once, looked at the applications of several 
other candidates but no one seemed suitable, so we are still 
without a rector.  Doesn’t God know we are eagerly awaiting a 
new rector?  Well, of course, he does but our impatience keeps 
us believing that our needs are being ignored. 

We are in a time of the church’s year we call Lent, a time of 
reflection which ends with the glorious resurrection of Jesus on 
Easter Day. The close followers of Jesus went into Jerusalem 
with him convinced that something dramatic was about to 
happen. They had great expectations and then suddenly he was 
arrested and crucified; they did not understand it, The two on 
the road to Emmaus said to Jesus (whom they had not 
recognised) “ but we had hoped that he was the one who was 
going to redeem Israel.”  Jesus then had to remind them of his 
teaching and of all that was said about Him in the scriptures. 

It tells us that we must be patient and wait on God’s timing not 
on our own. So we must wait on God’s own time and at the 
beginning of April we shall be celebrating the resurrection of 
Jesus and realise again that God’s plans demand that we 
should be patient and wait for God to show us in his own time. 

The plan is for an advertisement for the vacancy to go out this 
month and that the  representatives will meet to shortlist from 
the applicants at the end of April and interview at the beginning 
of June. Will we have a new rector from this process? God 
alone knows and we, like his closest followers at that first 
Easter, must wait and must pray for God  to reveal his choice to 
us. So do not ask what is happening but in your prayers ask 
God to guide the representatives to obey his choice. John 
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Parish Registers 

 

Funerals 

Nigel Mattock    27.02.15   Sherfield 

Commander W.Eric Ward RN   13.03.15     Stratfield Saye 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29 March – PALM SUNDAY 
10.00 a.m. at St. Leonard’s  
Benefice Holy Communion  

with Palm Sunday Procession 

2nd April – MAUNDY THURSDAY 
7.00 p.m.  

in St. Leonard’s Church Room  
Agape Supper with  
Holy Communion 

3rd April – GOOD FRIDAY 
11.00am 

Hour at the Foot of the Cross  
at St. Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

5th April – EASTER DAY 
10.00 a.m.  

Family Communion, with the 
Floral Lenten Cross 

at St. Leonard’s  

Join us at one of our Special Services this Easter! 

Note for your diary ! 

Percy’s Plant Sale 

Saturday 9th May 

10.00am to noon 

Sherfield Village Hall. 

http://www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk
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Miles Elliott 

GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICES 

Phone/Fax: 01256 882224 
Mobile:07810573479 

E-mail: miles.elliott@btinternet.com 

Servicing 
Repairs 
Tuning 

Adjustment 
Sharpening 

Turgis Green 

Spring is on its way 

 

 
Page 11 

http://www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk
mailto:miles.elliott@btinternet.com


 

 Page 12 

There will be no Messy Church In 
April 

Next Messy Church  
Friday 15th May ! 

Evelyn Holdaway, one of our three Presidents, 
welcomed everyone to the March Meeting.  
Jerusalem was sung and a very busy Business 
Meeting followed. Of particular note was an 
invitation from the National Federation of WI’s for 
one Member from each WI in the country to 
attend a Royal Garden Party in the presence of 
the Duchess of Cornwall to celebrate the Centenary of the Womens 
Institute. Also, 3 Members had attended an afternoon reception in the 
Mayor’s Parlour in February, together with other local branches, and had 
received an award in the form of a glass plaque to celebrate the 
Centenary of the Women’s Institute.  Doris L’Enfant then let the 
Members see the completed panel depicting our WI which will be 
attached to the Loddon Group Centenary Tablecloth. The Business 
Meeting closed at 3 pm. 

Evelyn then introduced our speaker – Mr Alan Grace – who gave us a 
talk entitled “The Story of ENSA”.  He explained that this stood for 
Entertainment National Service Association and was formed in 1932 by 
Basil Dean, a film and theatre producer, to take entertainment to the 
troops in times of war.  The first show took place in Camberley in 
September 1939 seven days after the start of WW11 and the last in July 
1946. Many famous names of the time performed in the different 
theatres of war at the time – Anne Shelton, Charlie Chester, Gracie 
Fields, Laurence Olivier and many, many more. With the last show in 
1946, we were told that ENSA has put on 2.6 million shows and had 
been seen 300 million people – some feat. Glenda Holder gave the vote 
of thanks, a delicious tea followed and the raffle was drawn. 

NEXT MEETING: WEDNESDAY 1ST APRIL 2015 AT 2 P.M. IN 
SHERFIELD VILLAGE HALL 

BIRTHDAY MEETING  - TALK TITLED “BISHOPS, SEX AND MONEY”!  
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www.classictreeservices.co.uk 

 

    www.ovenclean.com 

PHONE 01276 473118 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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Goddard’s Lane, Sherfield-on-Loddon, HOOK, Hants. RG27 0EZ 

The Garage at Sherfield 
www.thegarageatsherfield.co.uk 

Have a se
rvice

 w
ith

 

your M
OT and get 

your M
OT fo

r £
30 

MOT’s Cars and 
Motorcycles 
Service 
Diagnostics 
Repairs 
Air Conditioning 
Recovery 
 
Collection and Delivery 
service available. 

90% of 
our work 
is repeat 
business 

Tel: 01256 882271 
Mobile: 07812 939 498 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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STRATFIELD SAYE PARISH REPORT 
The Parish Council is still looking into the best way to maintain the 
recreation ground for the use of all parishioners however it has been 
noted that people are failing to clear up after their dogs when using the 
area.  This is really unacceptable as people and children use the 
grounds so please ensure in future if you do walk your dog around the 
field that you remember to take away any ‘deposits’ it might make!!!.    

The state of the roads was again raised as of concern and the Clerk is 
planning to meet the HCC representative on site to review all the 
problems and hopefully get them resolved. 

We are still waiting to see if the application to BDBC for a grant to renew 
the Village Hall’s heating boiler has been successful.  The Hall, as one 
of the last community buildings, is so important to the health of such a 
small rural community. 

The Parish Council is still actively investigating how to improve the 
broadband provision in the area and I hope as many of you as possible 
attended the recent meeting when Ian Pearson gave us an update on 
what is available.  He and Suzanne Nixon are investigating if it will be 
possible to set up a Stratfield Saye website or Face-book page which 
will be so useful in keeping everyone up to date on what is happening 
The recent coffee morning was very well attended and gave the 
opportunity for a long chat amongst neighbours  so don’t  forget to come 
along to the monthly coffee mornings on the first Monday of each month 
– next 6th April – in the Village Hall at 11.00a.m. – a great opportunity for 
a chat with neighbours and friends and a chance to tell either myself or 
Suzanne  or Jean, your parish councillors, of any concerns you might 
have. 

The next Parish Council meeting is the AGM on 11th May 2015 7.30p.m 
- all are welcome –  it is hoped that there will be a short presentation by 
Heart Start on their  initiative ‘Public Access Defibrillator’  to provide 
these to local communities. 

The Parish Council need to hear from you so please come along. 

Please note the following dates: 

Parish meetings on 6th July, 5th October and 7th December 2015 

The provisional date for the Parish Christmas lunch is 15th December 
2015 and all are welcome so please keep the date free. 

 

Penny Mayo, Stratfield Saye Parish Clerk 

http://www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk
http://www.thegarageatsherfield.co.uk
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Borough Councillors Report 
It has been a busy time both at the Council - and for me 
personally, with the birth of my first child, Daisy, who 
was born in mid-February.  
The Council had its annual budget meeting at the end 
of February where Conservatives voted to freeze your 
Council Tax for the sixth consecutive year. We have also made 
available £634k of revenue funding and £5.7m of capital funding to 
ensure that our vision for Basingstoke & Deane can be delivered. It is 
possible to keep lower bills and get better services! 
Your council is also working hard to create more jobs in the borough 
through initiatives such as the Waitrose/ John Lewis at Home store 
which is due to arrive soon. The Leader also outlined how we aim to 
support the new Cancer Treatment Centre to ensure we have the very 
best facilities locally. 
Within my own portfolio, we have decided to fund a team Community 
Safety Patrol Officers, ensuring that we have rural beats going 
forward, to cut down on crime and anti-social behaviour across the 
whole of the Borough, including our area. My portfolio also covers the 
Local Infrastructure Fund, where I have now approved over £200,000 
worth of funding for local projects, including the refurbishment of 
Sherfield Village Hall, the extension and cemetery provision at St. 
Leonards Church and a facilities manager for Bramley Village Hall 
Trust.  
I have been disappointed to see the misleading lines from 
‘Independents’ on planning from Manydown to Minchens Lane. 
Amongst their bluster, you may have missed it, but we are actually 
promoting Manydown (to the west of Basingstoke) through the Local 
Plan! Regarding Minchens Lane, it is a fact that I attended the meeting 
and spoke out alongside local residents against the development. It is 
also a fact that your ‘Independent’ councillor voted for the 
development. It saddens me that ‘Independents’ are trying to blame 
their own decisions on others. 
On a final note, in May, I will cease to be Ward Councillor for Bramley 
and Sherfield. Having grown up and started a family in Bramley, it has 
been a real honour and privilege to represent my fellow residents. I 
would like to offer my personal support to Nick Robinson who has 
lived in Sherfield for over 25 years, has been a Parish Councillor, and 
is standing to represent you in my place. If elected, I know he will 
ensure Bramley and Sherfield has a strong, effective and local voice.   
Yours,  
Ranil 
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Woofs and Wellies 
Sunday 19th April 2015 

Starting at Home Farm, Farleigh Wallop, Basingstoke, RG25 2HX 

St. Michael’s Hospice is delighted to announce the return of their 
popular event Woofs and Wellies for 2015, giving you the 

exclusive chance to walk around the exquisite grounds of the Earl 
of Portsmouth. Registration at  

www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk/events  

Alternatively call the Fundraising Hotline on 01256 848848 

Follow all the latest updates on; 
 Twitter @smhbasingstoke #WoofsandWellies15  

Facebook (St. Michael’s Hospice North Hampshire) 

5K and 10K Run  
Wednesday 13th May 

2015 
Make a difference. Go the 

distance! 
Starting at Down Grange Sports Complex, Pack Lane, 

Basingstoke, RG22 5SN 

St. Michael’s Hospice (North Hampshire) welcomes the family 
5 & 10K Basingstoke Run to Down Grange Sports Complex, 

Basingstoke on 13th May starting at 19.00hrs. 
To sign up and for more information please visit the Hospice website: 

stmichaelshospice.org.uk/events or call fundraising on 01256 848 848. 

Follow us on Twitter @smhbasingstoke  

#HospiceRun #BasingstokeRun 
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ASH BROOK 
INDEPENDANT 
FUNERAL  
DIRECTORS 
& MEMORIAL CONSULTANTS 
 
• Independent family Funeral 

Director 
• Day or night we provide a 

complete personal, caring & 
professional service for all 
your funeral requirements 

• Dignified funeral service £895 
plus disbursements 

Please call Terina on  
0118 9821111  
28 Mulfords Hill, Tadley, Hants, 
RG26 3JE 

www.ashbrookfunerals.co.uk 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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TEXT FOR THE MONTH… 1 Corinthians 15 : 20 - 22       
         The NIV Bible 

Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 
who have fallen asleep.  For since death came through a man, the 
resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.  
For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made 
alive. 
Prayer for the Month. 
Lord Jesus Christ,  there are times when life seems a 
mystery, when we can make no sense of anything, not 
even our faith. At this time, help us to be reminded that 
you are with us always. 

We remember the experience of your followers on the first Easter 
day, confused, struggling to come to terms with the suffering they 
had seen you endure. We know how you came to them and 
restored their faith rekindled their joy, revived their vision  and 
helped them to renew their commitment.  

Remind us again that endings can lead to new beginnings and that 
from the old life new life can spring. Give us courage to look 
forward with confidence, trusting in you.            
In Jesus name we pray.            Amen 

Prayer Points for April 
Give thanks for the joy of the Easter and the many who will 
celebrate it in all our churches.  Give thanks for the successful 
completion of the extension to St. Leonard’s  Church and pray that 
it may be a focal point of many meetings for the future of the church 

Pray for the sick and bereaved known to you that they may know 
God’s peace.  Pray for the future of Syria and Iraq that the present 
conflict may end and eventually peace may come to both countries.   

Pray for all who are to be married this month and this year.  May 
their lives be guided by your Holy Spirit and may they be aware of 
your presence throughout their marriages. 

Give thanks for the signs of spring confirming God’ faithfulness and 
never forget that “The Lord is Risen, indeed” and give thanks.  

http://www.ashbrookfunerals.co.uk
http://www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk
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Singing is good for you! Basingstoke Male Voice Choir  
Something missing in your life?  Want to give something to the 
community?  Want to find a new circle of friends?  Why not do 
something that has been shown to benefit your health – singing – its more 
fun that going to the gym! 

Here at Basingstoke Male Voice Choir we've been singing for 50 years 
and we desperately need new members to take us into the next 50.  We're 
not all trained musicians, just a bunch of people enjoying a good sing.  We 
practice once a week and give concerts 3 or 4 times a year, it's not too 
onerous and we have a lot of fun! 

Our programme for 2015 starts with our first concert in April and then we're 
off to Cornwall for the Cornish International Choir Festival in May.  Still 
plenty of time to find out what singing in a choir is all about – just turn up at 
our rehearsals at the United Reform Church in London Road, 
Basingstoke, held every Monday at 7:30pm.  Alternatively look at our web 
site (www.BasingstokeMVC.org.uk) and select the 'Contact Us' section or 
email MLGHOOK@yahoo.co.uk and we'll get you more details. 

Later in the year( September) we are planning a 'taster day' where you will 
be able to get a more in-depth view of singing in a choir and also to learn 
the rudiments of singing. Please get in touch – it will be worth it!  

Sow & Grow 

Come and join us! 
Table top gardening for the over 50’s 

Meet new friends and have fun 
Discover more about plants and gardening 

Learn about tools and methods to help you carry on gardening 
 8 weeks of FREE indoor gardening sessions (funded by the Na onal Lo ery). 
Come and join us to meet new people, gain new skills and have fun All ability 

levels from novice to experienced gardeners are welcome. 
When:             Session 1 ‐ Tuesday 21 April 2015, 2pm ‐ 4pm 

Where:          Osborne Room, Viables Community Centre, 
The  Harrow Way, Basingstoke RG22 4BJ 

 For more informa on, pick up a pack from Viables or contact us at 
Thrive: 

Phone  0118 988 4844      Email: Trish.Ma hews@thrive.org.uk 

            Something new for Spring... 
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Sherfield and District Gardening Club 
 

Monday 20th April sees the return of Ray Broughton 
whose lively talks about ‘Soil Management’, ‘Plant 
Propogation’ and ‘Easy Plants for Difficult Places’ were 
very well received at previous meetings. This time Ray 

will tell us about ‘Cold 
Greenhouses’. This talk is 
based on his own observations 
and is backed up by years of 
scientific study and practice. If 
it’s anything like his previous 
talks, he will have us 
enthralled and scribbling notes 
to catch his words of wisdom. 
Ray was trained at RHS 
Garden Wisley, is a fellow of 
the Institute of Horticulture 

and a lecturer for the Royal Horticultural Society. 

Those of you who like showing your flowers and vegetables will be 
particular interested in our talk on Monday the 18th April. Our speaker 
will be Barry Newman who will be telling us all about how to prepare 
vegetables, fruits & herbs for showing. Barry is a well known grower, 
exhibitor, lecturer and judge. He is a member of the RHS Fruit, 
Vegetable and Herb Committee. As well as being a senior NVS judge 
he is also a Britain in Bloom judge. Barry was formally trained in 
horticulture at Pershore, York and Bath. 

Now is the time to split your hardy perrenials. Instead of disposing of 
your spares, how about potting them up for Percy’s Plant Sale to be 
held on the 9th May.  

Anyone interested in gardening will be most welcome to join us at the 
Sherfield Village Hall at 7:45pm. 

 

For arrangements contact Linda on 882341 or Vanessa on 881760 
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Hartley Wespall - A great place to enjoy the countryside 
Paul Newberry 

The Brenda Parker Way is now fully open through the parish of Hartley 
Wespall. (The Brenda Parker Way is a 78 mile long distance path, 
crossing the rich and diverse north Hampshire countryside between the 
towns of Aldershot and Andover. Ed (see inset including waymarker))  

The bridge over the river Lyde 
has been replaced after four 
years of closure. During the 
last few months the Parish 
Council has presided over the 
replacement of two difficult 
stiles with kissing gates, the 
erection of a new walkway, 
the installation of new 
signposts and now the 
replacement of a dangerous 
footbridge on the Brenda 
Parker Way alone. 

Other improvements have 
been taking place on other 
footpaths in the parish 
including repaired stiles, 
footpaths unblocked, trees 
removed and improved 
signage. 

In the near future we will be 
seeing another 
closed bridge 
rebuilt and 
more stiles 
replaced and 
footpaths 
improved. 

Brenda Parker Way 

 

 

Our thanks 
go to the local 
farmers and 
to Hampshire 
Countryside 
for their help 
in making this 
parish one of 
the best 
walking areas 
in this part of 
Hampshire.  

The 
New 

Bridge 

 

Definitive map of regional footpaths 
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Village Hall Matters 

 
REFURBISHMENT PLANS – YOUR VIEWS 

We recently announced that we are drawing up detailed specifications for 
work to refurbish the WC facilities and the main hall aided by a generous 
grant from the Borough Council’s Local Infrastructure Fund. The aim of 
the refurbishment is to bring the WC facilities up-to-date, make better use 
of space and increase energy efficiency. Additionally, the main hall, a 
beautiful hall with a superb beamed ceiling, is in dire need of 
redecoration, the ceiling needs repairing and the floor needs attention. 
 

We are in the process of refining detailed specifications for the work and 
before these are finalised we would appreciate any constructive 
suggestions and ideas from hall users and user groups. This is your 
opportunity to make your ideas known and we hope to hear from many of 
you, across all age groups, as possible. Please email your views to: 

admin@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk or call 883624. 
  

QUIZ NIGHT 
There was a great turn-out for the quiz night fundraiser held on Saturday 
March 14th. Special thanks to Pete Cook for his cunningly devised 
questions and to Ian Sellars for ticket sales.  All agreed it was a fun night 
and proceeds raised go towards the maintenance of the hall. 
Congratulations to the winning group - "Aguilera". Well done to everyone 
who took part and thanks for your support. 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Thurs 16th, Fri 17th & Sat 18th April – Loddon Players 

Thurs 7th May – Polling Day 
Sat 9th May – Percy’s Plant Sale 

Sat 16th May – Spring Market 
 

For more information on activities, events & booking the hall, visit: 

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 
                        “At the heart of our community for over 100 years  

 

Sherfield on Loddon Village Hall 
Reg. Charity No. 272385 
Tel: 01256 883624 
Email: 
info@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

http://www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk
mailto:info@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
mailto:admin@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
http://www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk


 

 Page 34 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

 

 Page 35 

http://www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk


 

 Page 36 

For information call:  0118 932 6308  Brochure hotline: 0118 932 6480 
www. wellington-riding.co.uk   e-mail: info@wellington-riding.co.uk 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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‘What’s wrong with being a dinosaur’ 
was the title of our last meeting, and how far 
are we up to speed with communications 
technology?  First we talked about email.  It 
has been around a lot longer than we 
thought, even as far ago as the late 60s, albeit in a different format, 
but now of course it is widely used.  We all use it, some more than 
others, and the regularity of checking them varied from several times 
a day to once a week.  The advantages of email are that messages 
are sent almost instantly, can be sent anywhere, are free if you are 
connected to the internet, and photos and documents can be 
attached.  Unfortunately it is all too easy to send them to the wrong 
person with possible disastrous effects and it is also easy to be 
misunderstood.  Ninety-two billion are sent daily. 
We then moved on to Facebook, founded in 2004 by Mark 
Zuckerberg who was a student at Harvard.  In 2006 it became open to 
everyone with an email address and gradually gathered momentum.  
In 2014 there were 1.3 billion active users.  The idea 
is to collect ‘friends’ with whom to share ideas, 
news, photos and videos.  Some people add friends 
of friends whilst others just restrict it to family and 
close friends.  Each person can set their own level of privacy.  In our 
group about half were Facebook users, mainly to keep up to date with 
the activities of their children/grandchildren.   Nobody uses Twitter, so 
that was not discussed, nor was LinkedIn.  However, some of us do 
use Skype, especially those of us who have family abroad as you can 
see who you are talking to and it costs nothing, as long as you have 
internet connection. 
We then listened to the health implications of using computers/
laptops.  Too much use can affect our posture, leading to serious 
back problems.  Eyesight can also be affected.  People using them all 
day should take regular breaks.  It was also feared that too much use 
of social media can affect our ability to interact with other people.   
Lastly we discussed the merits of having a smartphone as opposed to 
an ordinary mobile, the main difference being that the former is 
connected to the internet.  Whilst some of us found them very useful, 
many thought they would not use the many functions.Another 
interesting evening was enjoyed by all.  We concluded that there is 
nothing wrong with being a dinosaur, but also, used sensibly, 
technology is a great tool which can enhance our daily lives.  Our next 
meeting is ‘Rights v Responsibility’ with a speaker and discussion. 
Gill 

Too much use 
can affect...! 

http://www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk
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Basingstoke Children’s Centres 
Your local Children’s Centres are based in: 

Chineham, Popley, Oakridge and Lychpit.  

To access our current timetable or to register your interest in an 
activity, please visit our website at:  

services.actionforchildren.org.uk/basingstoke-and-deane-childrens-
centres/basingstoke-deane-cluster-a/whats-on/ 

Or please call us at Pebbles Children’s Centre on 01256 357028.  

 

 

 

Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 
Meeting dates 
The next Full Parish Council meeting dates are 8th April 
2015 and 13th May 2015 at 7.30pm in the Liddell Hall. 
 
 Tree work on the Village Green  
There is a great deal of Tree work being carried out on the village green. 
The wood is being left in manageable sizes for the Residents to make use 
of. Please note that the sawn timber and chippings are for personal use 
only, not to be sold on, and the unauthorised use of chainsaws on the 
Village Green is forbidden. Thank you for your co-operation in this matter. 
 
APM 
The Annual Parish Meeting date has changed, it will now be held on 
Friday 8th May at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Sherfield on Loddon. 
 
Burial Ground  
The Parish Council has been awarded a grant from Basingstoke and 
Deane Borough Council Local infrastructure fund (LIF) to carry out 
enhancement work to the Burial ground. 
 
Karen Ross - Clerk to the Parish Council, Sherfield-on-Loddon,  
PO Box 6862, Basingstoke, RG24 4QZ    Telephone: 01256 842662   
Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 
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Dates for your diary. 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Annual General Meeting 

Friday 15th May 2015 at 7:30 pm 

In the Cricket Pavilion on Stratfield Turgis Recreation Ground. 

All parishioners welcome  

STRATFIELD SAYE PARISH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

MONDAY 11TH MAY 2015 AT 7.30P.M. 

IN THE STRATFIELD SAYE VILLAGE HALL 

 All parishioners welcome 

mailto:clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk
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Will’s Garden Services 
Tel: 07951917943/01256 881354 

Email: cole114@msn.com 
A complete range of garden 
services: Garden clearance, 

Mowing, Hedgetrimming, Paving, 
Pruning, Fencing, Turfing, Tree 

Care 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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All activities must be booked in advance of visit  Tel:  01256 883967 or email    

admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk  or visit www.sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 

There are fantastic groups and classes for everyone 
FOR ADULTS 

Zumba, Pilates, Yoga, Kickboxing, Studio Cycling, Ballroom & 
Latin, Badminton,  Football 

FOR CHILDREN: 
Theatre4Kids, Tiny Tykes, Maths tuition, Streetdance,  

Monkey Music, Ballet,  Ball Skills, Football 
COMMUNITY GROUPS 

Fabrics & Threads, Over 55s social , Bump into Mums, Sherfield 
0-5s 

And our very own Puppy training School!  
Details can be found on our website  

SHERFEST!  
Saturday 4th July 2015 12-8pm 

Live Music, Entertainment, Sports, 
Food, Bar and loads more! 

YOUTH ZONE 
Every Wednesday                  

School Yrs 4-6 6.15—7.15pm 

School Yrs 7-11—7.30—9pm 
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Evergreens Club contributed by May Macqueen 
The March meeting began with the business to report which included 
the subject of the outing in July. After discussion with the members it 
was decided to have a mystery trip and afternoon tea. Our 
chairperson will look into this with the coach companies and report 
back at the next meeting regarding costs. 
We then had an afternoon of quizzes, beginning with a general 
knowledge quiz, then a quiz with questions about the 60's and finally 
ending with food and drink related quiz questions. By this time our 
grey cells were a bit frazzled so we ended with a very welcome tea 
and biscuits and finally a raffle. 
The next meeting on the 13th April is a talk from the Samaritans 

Message of Thanks 
Phil and I would like to thank everyone for all their messages of 
good wishes, kind thoughts and prayers and for all the many cards 
and gifts that I have received during my recent illness, your 
kindness has been overwhelming. We always knew we lived in a 
great community but now we know for sure. I am making good 
progress and look forward to the lovely Spring that lies ahead. 
    Our sincere thanks again     Phil & Gill Cole 

mailto:admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk
http://www.sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk
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BISHOP OF BASINGSTOKE VISITS HARTLEY WESPALL. 
 
On Sunday 1st March the Bishop of Basingstoke, The Right 
Reverend David Williams, visited St Mary’s, Hartley Wespall, for a 

‘Meet and Greet’ over coffee and 
biscuits. Just over 20 people attended.  
The Bishop talked about his post as 
Bishop and the varied responsibilities it 
holds including being responsible for 
194 Churches. We then had a brief talk 
from Michael Webster on the history of 
the Church and the prominent people 
who have been involved over the 
centuries. The Bishop then led us in 
prayer. 
Thanks to the ‘Friends of Hartley 
Wespall’ a new Bishops Gate has been 
made and hung to replace the one 
which was beyond repair. Bishop 
David was delighted to be asked to 
bless the new gate. The Bishop then 
had a chance to mingle and chat 
before the time came for his departure. 
This gate is 

another example of the excellent work 
‘The Friends’ do for the Church. They 
have made the entire Churchyard, the 
surrounding wall and the lych gate their 
responsibility. They raise funds to pay for 
what-ever needs doing including the 
grass-cutting and keeping the path weed-

free and tidy. 
The PCC is 
indebted to 
them and 
grateful for all 
they do.  

http://www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk


 

 

News from the Beats  March ‘15 
Sherfield Park & Chineham. Crime update by PC Jim Charlton. 

Another series of thefts has 
occurred from unlocked cars. These 
have mainly occurred overnight and 
taken place in Langley Grove, 
Rowner Crescent and Fernhill Place. 
Items taken are predominantly loose 
change, wallets/purses and 
sunglasses. Fortunately, an 
observant neighbour detained a 
male whilst rifling through a vehicle 
and was subsequently arrested and 
charged. He is likely to have been 
responsible for most, if not all of the 
other crimes - however as always 
the difficulty will be proving it.   

There have also been a number of 
breaks into sheds. The offenders 
have climbed over garden fences or 
let themselves into back gardens 
through unlocked garden gates. 
They have then cut padlocks and 
removed shed windows to get 
inside. My advice is to padlock gates 
(low down so can't be reached) and 
trellis garden fences to prevent 
access to your gardens.  Also fit a shed/garage alarm inside and if you 
keep bikes or power tools inside it is worth securing them to each 
other with an extra lock. 

In addition I strongly advise installing a burglar alarm, registering your 
valuable and irreplaceable belongings at - immobilise.com 

PC Jim Charlton 21015 and PCSO Richard Strauss 14735. 

Beat surgery - 1st Wed. of the month at Costa Coffee in the Chineham 
Centre at 16:30 - 17:30 

Tel.                  - 101 (or leave a message using collar numbers) 

Email               - james.charlton@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 

                         - richard.strauss @hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
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Theft 6 

Drugs 1 

Road Traffic Collisions 5 

Damage 5 

Vehicle Crime 8 

Anti Social Behavior 15 

Burglary 11 

Violence 14 

Robbery 1 

Sherfield Beat Stats  

Email 
Nathaniel.johnson.15740@
hampshire.pnn.police.uk  
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The Children’s Society Home Box Collections 2015. 
Thank you, all our loyal collectors, 
for the donations you have made 
during the past year.  Your co-
operation in enabling Jeannette to 
have the boxes early meant we 
met our completion target in 
February. The total paid into the 
bank is £448.20. 
One of our long-time loyal 
supporters, Eric Ward from 
Stratfield Saye, died before we 
could return his box to him. We are always looking for more people to 
join in supporting the work of the Society, and would love to find 
someone to fill Eric’s shoes, as well as increasing our numbers. 

Sadly, despite all the efforts of the Society over more than a century, 
the work it does is constantly increasing and ever more urgent. Young 
people’s problems in todays world are more intense and of many 
different types than when I/we were young and growing up. Prayer is 
another way we can support the young people. Please will you use this 
Prayer for Children in your daily quiet time. 

  

God who calls us all to share your mission, we look to you for 
guidance, we look to you for strength. 
May we be inspired by your Spirit, to stand in support of your children. 
Help us to be trusted by those whose hearts have been broken and 
ambitious for their futures. 
Guide us to work for the liberty of children trapped by neglect,as we 
bravely take up the mission 
to change the world. We make this prayer in the name of 
Jesus.   Amen 

  

I can be contacted at 5, Taylor Drive , Bramley, by phone 01256 
880459 or by email rev.nev@virgin.net 

With my sincere thanks and good wishes on behalf of the young 
people.   Neville Biden [Rev] 

mailto:james.charlton@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:rev.nev@virgin.net
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Moving to Electric 
When the previously trusty 22 year old Pajero started costing more each year to 
keep and fix we decided to look at something a bit more modern and a little more 
eco friendly. One embarrassing trip down the A33 billowing black smoke from the 
Pajero all the way to the mechanic focussed our minds. Maybe it was time to look 
into something more modern that would suit our driving.  

We made a list while having a rare and peaceful coffee in Basingstoke.  The car 
would be Sarah’s and most of her driving is short trips.  Top up shopping in 
Chineham.  Mum’s taxi trips to Basingstoke or Bramley station.  My Land Rover 
would still be there to use for buying animal food from SCATS (Mole Valley) or 
driving in deep snow. With this basic list we looked into some hybrids, the Nissan 
Leaf and the new Renault Zoe. Although we intended to test drive a number of 
cars and deliciously chew over the options (man thing) it never worked out that 
way. After the first test drive of a new Renault Zoe at Martins on the A30 – we 
were smitten. Smooth, smart, so very quiet and with so much electric wizardry 
when compared to the Pajero. 

We did a bit of research looking at online forums and using Google and saw plenty 
of figures on costs, comparisons, options, 
justifications, battery leasing and route 
planning. The range of one full charge is on 
average 80 miles in summer and this drops 
down to approximately 65 miles or so in 
winter. We did not go into it too deeply as it 
was clearly a winner when comparing it to 
the Pajero.  I would also use it instead of the 
Land Rover to get to Bramley to catch the 
train to work.  

Both Renault and the Government offer discounts. British Gas also install a home 
charging unit at home for free. When I last looked the approximate  cost per mile is 
2 or 3 pence. It has a comfort timer that we really love. This means that you an set 
it to warm the car and defrost the ice on the 
windscreen before you have to use it – only if 
it is plugged in.  

There are charge points popping up all over 
the country. We have used a public point 
(Polaris) once when visiting friends near High 
Wycombe as the range there and back home 
exceeded the range of the battery.  It was 
free, easy to use and only took 15 minutes to 
give us enough charge to get back home.  

We absolutely love it and have now done over 2,000 miles since October. Feel 
free to stop and ask questions if you see us in or around the area.  

Sheyne & Sarah Bauermeister, Wellington Cottage 

 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 
MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 

Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans  
available. 

1 Seal Road, Basingstoke, 
RG21 7NQ  

Tel: 01256 844663 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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Happy Faces 
Play group 

Sherfield-on-Loddon 

“Bring your happy face to our  

happy place” 
A small, friendly playgroup for  

children aged 2 years 6 months to 
school age 

Flexible Sessions 
including all day 

Further information:  

01256 880903 

Prospectus/application form:  

07791 141176 

happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk 
www.happy-faces-playgroup.co.uk 

Est. 1982. Charity No. 1029688 

http://www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk
mailto:happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.happy-faces-playgroup.co.uk


 

 Page 52 

YOUR LOCAL TRADE PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, HEATING & 

ELECTRICAL NEEDS  

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT US: 
     Tel: 01256 880044   MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

 PLUMBING & HEATING SPECIALIST 

• Bathrooms & shower installations 
• Solar thermal installations and energy-friendly controls 
• Gas Safe and Oftec registered for peace of mind with 

gas and oil installations 29164 

Serving the local community for 30 years 

Telephone: 01256 882309 
Email: adrian@awburt.com 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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Hook Choral Society - 
Spring Concert 

The concert will take place at 7.30 
pm on Saturday 18th April at  

St John’s Church, London Road, 
Hook. 

Tickets are £12.00 (concessions 
£10.00 and accompanied children 
under 11 free) and will be available 
from Trees Newsagent, Hook or by 

calling 01256 882067. 

http://www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk
mailto:adrian@awburt.com
mailto:admin@pscservices.co.uk
http://www.pscservices.co.uk
http://www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk
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Sherfield on Loddon Neighbourhood Plan 
Calling all Sole Traders 

Consultation initiative  Over the last 2 months members of the 
Neighbourhood Plan working group have met with a number of 
community groups (e.g. Brownies and Rainbows, Floral Society, 
Evergreens, Gardening Club, NWR.) in the village hall and the 
churches.  We have obtained valuable feedback from these groups 
and people have been encouraged to sign up to be involved in future 
consultations as the objectives and policies for the plan are 
developed.  

Business Consultation   We are about to contact over 100 
businesses either located or advertising for business in the village. 
However, although the details of Limited Companies and those 
paying business rates are accessible to us, many Sole Traders will 
not be on our contact list. If you are a Sole Trader and would like to 
have a say in how the facilities and infrastructure of the village should 
be improved to help and encourage businesses and the economy, 
please email your address and contact details to  
sol_planning@yahoo.co.uk or phone Peter Hayes on 01256 882495 
before April 12th. 

http://www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk
mailto:sol_planning@yahoo.co.uk
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA. Reliable and affordable service. 
Friendly, experienced lady who cleans every corner. Ironing also 
available. References. Tel 07933 316989. mariacleaning@live.co.uk 

LOCAL PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR and EXTERIOR DECORATOR  
First class job guaranteed.  Over 30 years experience. No job too small.  
For a free estimate ring Ian 01256 882132 or 07876021772 

SEWING, EXPERIENCED AND CONVENIENT. Di is now back in the 
conservatory, Sherfield Garden Centre. Bespoke dressmaking, clothing 
alterations, repairs, curtains & blinds and soft furnishings. 07796 045944. 

PC SUPORT.  For technical help with PCs, Macs, tablets, internet,  
wi-fi: repairs, upgrades and installation: Call Ian on 07977 143310. 

WINDOW CLEANER. Windows cleaned or gutters cleared - one off or 
regularly. Local, reliable window cleaner (testimonials available). For a 
quote call Pete Owen on 07762 616600 pjhcleaning@btinternet.com 

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER. Self assessment tax returns, 
arrears, claims, payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation 
free. Call 07920112533 or e-mail david_hitchins@msn.com 

MARK COZENS EXQUISITE GARDENING Do you need a little help in 
your garden? Available for weekly garden maintenance in the Sherfield 
Park area. Call 07867 658599 mark_cozens@hotmail.com 

DICKINSON’S GARDEN AND TREE MAINTENANCE. Qualified 
tree surgeon and general garden maintenance -  mowing the lawn, hedge 
cutting, weeding borders and soft landscaping. please contact Graeme on 
07955310046 /01256880504 graemedickinson@yahoo.co.uk   

DOMICILIARY CARER. Female aged 49. CRB certified/Carer P.L. 
Insurance. Patient and kind, offering personal care / companionship to the 
elderly in their home and respite care. Based south of Reading. Will travel 
within 10 mile radius. References available.. Michelle 07776 255688 
ARTIST’S STUDIO SPACE REQUIRED. I am a local artist looking for 
studio space to work from.  A large shed, small barn, open to ideas but 
must have electricity and water. Please contact Louise Hight. Tel  
01256886383. Mob  07988856304. 

CAMBRIDGE WEIGHT PLAN - Summer's coming so want to lose weight 
for that bikini?  Friendly one-to-one advice and flexible hours to 
suit.   Contact: Jane Wilson 07753 148931 or 01256 880509  Email 
jane.wilson2008@hotmail.co.uk 

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
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Loddon Valley Link Management  

Editor for the May edition – Jane Abrams  
Please submit copy no later than 16th of the month 

Email: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Advertising enquiries to Pip Iles Tel. 01256 880559 
 advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Deadline for ads. for next edition is 10th of the month 

Chairman: Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379  (dgdawson@sky.com) 
Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 (pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk) 
Secretary: Ilene Iles 01256 880559 (pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk) 
Committee:  

Rev. Sammie Armstrong. 01189816593 (sc.cedars@greenbee.net)  
Dr. John Williams 01256 882705 (lawnfarm@aol.com) 
Eileen Leivesley 01256 882938 (eileen.leivesley@sky.com) 
Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
Claire Osborne 01256 324458 (guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk) 
Simon Boase 01256 881250 (sibo999@gmail.com) 
Brian Archer 01256 882099 (brianarcher@btinternet.com) 
Jane Abrams  01256 881188 (jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk) 

Church Officers 
Priest in Charge: Vacancy 
Assistant Priest: Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 (sc.cedars@greenbee.net)  
Curate: Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570 Priest responsible for Bramley & Little London 
Licensed Reader: Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Licensed Reader: Dr. John Williams 01256 882705 
Licensed Reader:  Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 
Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 (lgoodall.work@gmail.com) 

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, CHURCH END, SHERFIELD ON LODDON,  RG27 0JB (no mail) 
Churchwarden: Peter Gould 01256 882538 
Churchwarden: Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Treasurer: Dan Farrow 01256 882680 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
Organist: Brian Archer 01256 882099 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE 
Churchwarden: Dr. John Williams 01256 882705  
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                                         
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 82705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

MESSY CHURCH, SHERFIELD PARK 
Leader:  Amanda Prince 01256 880733 
Leader: Carol Armstrong 01189 816593 
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Please note: the Loddon Valley Link  
Management Committee cannot be held  
responsible for the reliability or quality  

of any goods, work or services  
in this publication. 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
Small ads are £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space    

permitting. Requests are dealt with in order.  
Display Ads, please see the website or contact the treasurer below. 
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