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Editorial 
I hope you’re enjoying the lovely weather we’re having 
at the moment. May it continue through the summer - 
though with enough rain to keep the gardens looking 
beautiful!  

There is plenty happening nationally 
as well as locally this month, with the 
General Election on the 7th and the 
70th anniversary of VE Day on the 

8th. It is also the month 
for a church festival 
which is perhaps 
forgotten nowadays but 
which is extremely 
important to Christians. 

Pentecost (or Whitsun as we used to 
know it) commemorates the time 
when, seven weeks after the death of 
Christ, the Spirit of God descended 
on the Apostles. Though it is not 
always the case nowadays, this year 
it falls on the same weekend as the 
Bank Holiday.  
There are plenty of interesting 
articles and events to look out for in 
this issue. Keep the articles and 
photos coming in to the usual 
address: 
editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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ST LEONARD’S CLEANING TEAM ROTA MEETING 
Just a quick reminder that we are meeting on Monday 11th May at 7:45pm 
in the new church room. It will be followed by coffee/tea and cakes. 
We would welcome new recruits so please consider volunteering – it is not 
a huge commitment but it is a great way of helping our church maintain its 
appeal to our local community, especially now we have our new extension 
up and running. If you can’t be on the rota we also welcome helpers who 
can be called on in an emergency. 
For more information contact Valerie Burrows on 01256 880087, Kay 
Pearman on 01256 882565 or email Valerie at: StL@avbur.demon.co.uk 

Page 3 



 

 Page 4 

 
Services 
 
 

 May 2015 

*Drive up close to the white gates, which will open automatically. Children are 
welcome at all our services.  Services in italics are particularly geared to children 
and families.   

Sunday 10th May                                          Easter 6 
 

10.00am Morning Worship & Sunday Club        St Leonard’s Sherfield 
Friday 4.15pm   Messy Church                Sherfield Park Community Centre 

Sunday 17th May        Easter 7 
 

10.00am Holy Communion & Sunday Club     St Leonard’s Sherfield 
6.30pm Evensong         St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

Sunday 24th May                   Pentecost 
 

10.00am   Family Service                                 St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Sunday 31st May             Trinity 
 

10.00am Benefice Holy Communion      St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Sunday 7th June          Trinity 1 
 

10.00am Holy Communion               St Leonard’s Sherfield 
10.00am Family Service        St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
6.30pm Evensong & Holy Communion     St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

Sunday 3rd May          Easter 5 
 

10.00am Holy Communion               St Leonard’s Sherfield 
10.00am Family Service        St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
6.30pm Evensong & Holy Communion     St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
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BREACH LANE CHAPEL 
Sherfield on Loddon 
Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416  
Transport is available for all events at the chapel 

May 2015 Services and Events 

Catholic Services 
St Bede’s and Holy 
Ghost Churches, 

Basingstoke. 
Parish Office  

Tues to Friday  
9.30 am-1.00 pm Tel.465214. 

Sunday Mass 9.00 am, 11.00 am 
and 6.30 pm  

St Leonard’s Open Days 
Everyone is 

welcome to visit for 
reflection, prayer, 
or to view with a 
wedding in mind.  

The church is open in May on the 
2nd, 16th and 23rd  

from 10:00 to 16:00  

Friday 1st 10.30am Open Morning at the Chapel 
Sunday 3rd 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 
Thursday 7th 7.45pm House Group & Bible Study at 9 Coopers 

Lane, Bramley 
Friday 8th 10.30am Open Morning at the Chapel 
Sunday 10th 10.30am Family Worship led by Graham Locke 
Tuesday 12th 2pm Church Walk starting at All Saints Church, 

Basingstoke 
Sunday 17th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen with Holy 

Communion 
Thursday 21st 7.45pm House Group & Bible Study at 9 Coopers 

Lane, Bramley 
Friday 22nd 10.30am Open Morning at the Chapel 
Saturday 23rd 2.30pm Saturday Fellowship (DCF) 
Sunday 24th 10.30am 35th Anniversary of the Chapel’s  

reopening - Family Worship led by Steve 
Smith 

  12.30pm Anniversary Meal 
Tuesday 26th 2pm Church Walk starting at Old Basing 
Wednesday 
27th 

2.30pm Midweek Fellowship at Chapel led by Geoff 
Belsham 

Sunday 31st 10.30am Family Worship 

 

 Page 7 

Pastoral Letter 
 
I can’t resist describing this as ‘Notes from the Organ Stool’ – which is 
where, as often as not, I find myself in St. Leonard’s. Sitting behind 
the blue curtain, with not much more than the bald patch visible to the 
congregation, it’s easy - during the moments when the keyboard is 
silent - to feel detached from the community at worship just a few 
yards away, and for the mind to wander. Given the limited 
concentration span that we all have to cope with, this is not too 
surprising. Fortunately, the language of prayer and scripture 
possesses a beauty and a degree of familiarity which usually serves 
to remind me of where I am and what is going on. 

 
We enjoyed some splendid sunshine in April - unseasonably warm at 
times. We celebrated Easter - a most remarkable story, the keystone 
of the Christian faith - and the miraculous aspects of the Christian 
story continue in May with the Ascension and, ten days later, 
Pentecost. To me, the message of these great festivals engenders a 
complexity of sensations and emotions - faith, and the comforting 
sense of believing, battle with doubt and with the conflict between 
science and mystery. I can’t provide a resolution to these conflicts, but 
I do take comfort in realising that faith wouldn’t exist if there were no 
doubt, just as light would lose significance unless there was also 
darkness. 
 
I’ve strayed somewhat from the keyboard I had in mind at the start – 
but that doesn’t matter when I recall the great power of music to cut 
through all our worries and troubles and bring us closer to something 
more elevated and valuable. Perhaps this is coming closer to God – 
after all, it has been said that music is God’s language. I don’t have 
the theology or philosophy to sort all this out, but I do take comfort 
both in the tranquillity of the church when no-one’s there and the 
exuberance of the welcome when, during a service, we greet one 
another and share the peace of the Lord - a peace which doesn’t need 
to be quiet and never is! Worth trying if you’ve never experienced it. 
 
Enjoy the lengthening days of May and the great festivals coming up. 
 

Mike 
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Parish Registers 

    

Baptisms 

 

 Isobel Louise Taylor   19.04.15  Sherfield 

 Jacob Arthur Taylor   19.04.15  Sherfield 

 Amelia Rose Channing   19.04.15  Sherfield 

 Benjamin Edward Channing  19.04.15  Sherfield 

 Annabelle Rose Alvares   19.04.15  Sherfield 

 Ariella Mae Alvares   19.04.15  Sherfield 

LEVEL 2 FOOD HYGIENE COURSE 
(formerly “Basic Food Hygiene”) 

One day Course 
Tuesday 12th May 

in the Church Room at St Leonard’s Church 
For Charities and Community Groups. 

 It is subsidised by Basingstoke and Deane for £15 per head. 
If you provide or prepare food for a group or make cakes for the 

cake stall etc. and would like to be on the course,  

please contact Sheena Archer  
as soon as you receive this magazine.  

There may still be a spare place on the course for you. 
Email: sheenaarcher@btinternet.com  

Tel: 01256 882099  
. 
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Miles Elliott 

GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICES 

Phone/Fax: 01256 882224 
Mobile:07810573479 

E-mail: miles.elliott@btinternet.com 

Servicing 
Repairs 
Tuning 

Adjustment 
Sharpening 

Turgis Green 

Spring is on its way 
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St Michael’s Hospice Events 
 
Sunflower Appeal and Fete 
Sunday 31st May 2015 
 
St. Michael’s Hospice invites you to their 
annual Sunflower Fete on Sunday 31st 
May held within the Hospice grounds.  
Starting from midday, the traditional fete is a great day 
out for all the family with free entry. It will feature a wide 

selection of stalls with gorgeous plants and handmade craft items. To 
keep the kids entertained there will be a bouncy castle, face painting 
and plenty of games and prizes to be won. If you’re feeling peckish, 
why not tuck into a delicious burger from the BBQ, or relax with tea 
and cake in the gardens.  
The Hospice will also launch their Sunflower Appeal giving people the 
chance to remember a loved one by dedicating a sunflower in their 
memory. Before the Sunflower Fete begins, a special blessing will be 
held at 11.30 on Sunday 31st May in the Hospice grounds, when you 
are invited to view the dedicated sunflower memory markers. 
Sunflowers will be displayed in the Hospice gardens throughout June 
for people to visit and take time to reflect.  
You can make your sunflower dedication in memory of a loved one at 
www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk/events  
For more information on the Sunflower Appeal and Fete please visit 
the website www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk, email 
events@stmichaelshospice.org.uk or call the Fundraising Hotline on 
01256 848848.  

Tea at 3 

Becky, Rita & Jeannette will be hosting a ‘Tea at 3’ fund raising event 
for St Michael’s Hospice on Sunday 19th July  2pm - 5pm at The Old 
School, Silchester Road, Bramley (the drive runs alongside the 
allotments). There will be refreshments and cakes available. If anyone 
would like a stall at the event or for further information please contact 
Becky on 07733 466210 / 01256 881358.  Everyone welcome! 
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Doris L’Enfant, one of our three Presidents, 
opened our Birthday Meeting and welcomed 
our guests from other local WIs, as well as 
previous member Vivienne, on a visit from 
her home in South Africa.  
 
The usual reports were given and business dealt with, including the 
ballot for the lucky Member who would be attending the Royal 
Garden Party in the presence of the Duchess of Cornwall at 
Buckingham Palace on 2nd June this year. As the winner was not 
present, our Secretary will contact her to ascertain whether she 
would be able to attend. We have other names in reserve. 
 
The Business Meeting closed at 2.40 pm and Doris then introduced 
us to our Speaker for the afternoon – Mr Tony Strafford, resplendent 
in his Beefeater uniform. He gave a very interesting and humorous 
talk about the Tower of London entitled “Bishops, Sex and Money”. 
He began by saying that the Tower was not originally built as a prison 
but as a palace for the King when he was visiting London. During 
medieval times it became a prison and quite a few Bishops were 
imprisoned there for many misdemeanours. 
Most of them were wealthy men and lived fairly 
comfortably in the prison as they were able to 
pay their way.  One of the Bishops – the 
Bishop of Winchester – ran the “stews” in London (houses of ill 
repute!) Mr Strafford mentioned that the first execution took place in 
1241 and the last one in 1941 (of a German spy). 
 
Evelyn Holdaway gave the vote of thanks and a delicious birthday tea 
followed with a wonderful Simnel cake made by Tess Morris. 
 
NEXT MEETING: WEDNESDAY 6th May 2015 AT 2 P.M. IN 
SHERFIELD VILLAGE HALL 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Bishops, Sex 
and Money 
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www.classictreeservices.co.uk 

 

    www.ovenclean.com 

PHONE 01276 473118 
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Goddard’s Lane, Sherfield-on-Loddon, HOOK, Hants. RG27 0EZ 

The Garage at Sherfield 
www.thegarageatsherfield.co.uk 

Have a se
rvice

 w
ith

 

your M
OT and get 

your M
OT fo

r £
30 

MOT’s Cars and 
Motorcycles 
Service 
Diagnostics 
Repairs 
Air Conditioning 
Recovery 
 
Collection and Delivery 
service available. 

90% of 
our work 
is repeat 
business 

Tel: 01256 882271 
Mobile: 07812 939 498 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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STRATFIELD SAYE PARISH REPORT 
I am pleased to report that we have been successful in obtaining a 
grant from Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council to help fund a 
new boiler for the Village Hall. It is also hoped that we will be able to 
carry out a few improvements on the recreation ground in the near 
future. 
As many of you know this year is the 200th anniversary of the battle of 
Waterloo. In conjunction with the Iron Duke pub the Parish Council is 
holding a celebration event on 20th June 2015, in the field by the pub. 
They plan to have as many entertainments as possible to ensure a 
real fun-filled day. The Iron Duke will put on refreshments, including 
food, and there will be a bouncy castle, tombola, stalls for second- 
hand books, a raffle and much, much more. So look out for the 
advertisements which will give all the details; make sure you keep the 
day free and come and join in the fun. If you have any donations for 
prizes or can offer help on the day please contact me on 
01189332379 or Suzanne on 07879533110. Any profits will go 
towards buying a defibrillator for the village. 
The recent coffee morning was very well attended and provided the 
opportunity for a long chat amongst neighbours, so don’t forget to 
come along to the monthly coffee morning on the first Monday of each 
month The next is 11th May at 11.00am in the Village Hall. It’s a great 
opportunity for a chat with neighbours and friends and a chance to tell 
either myself, Suzanne or Jean, your parish councillors, of any 
concerns you might have. 
The next Parish Council meeting is the AGM on 11th May 2015 
7.30p.m All are welcome. It is hoped that there will be a short 
presentation by Heart Start on their initiative to provide public access 
defibrillators for local communities. The Parish Council need to hear 
from you so please come along. 
Please note the following dates: 
◊ parish meetings on 6th July, 5th October and 7th December 

2015 
◊ the provisional date for the Parish Christmas lunch is 15th 

December 2015 and all are welcome, so please keep the date 
free. 

Penny Mayo, Stratfield Saye Parish Clerk 
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Saturday 9th May,  
 

10.00 to 12.00 noon  
 

Sherfield on Loddon Village Hall 
 

There will be a huge selection of plants for sale -  
flowers, fruit and vegetables including geraniums, 

begonia, fuschia, runner beans, tomatoes. 

 

There will also be a stall from the Garden Club,  
a cake stall, Bramley Bakery cake stall, raffle,  

POSH coffee morning.  

Percy’s Plant 
Sale 

The proceeds will be shared between 
St Leonard’s Church, the Village Hall 

and the Garden Club.  
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SHERFIELD PARK MATTERS  
◊ Yes, it’s official - Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council 

(B&DBC) has acceded to the wishes of the majority of residents 
(responding to its second consultation) to formally adopt the 
name ‘Sherfield Park’. This is viewed as an important and timely 
milestone on the road to fulfilling another local wish, namely, to 
create a parish council of that name which is due to come into 
being in 2016. Sherfield Park residents have for some time 
accounted for more than half of the total number of people living 
in the parish of Sherfield-on-Loddon. The Sherfield-on-Loddon 
and Chineham parish councils have agreed to support Sherfield 
Park residents’ plan to create their own parish council.  

◊ The development of Sherfield Park is now nearing completion 
after nearly 12 years’ continuous building. The final building to 
be  constructed, hopefully by spring 2016, is a block of 
apartments at the front of the Community Centre. The Sherfield 
Park Community Association (SPCA) is being offered the lease 
of two ground-floor units by Croudace Homes Ltd, which will be 
sublet to commercial enterprises for use as local shop(s). The 
SPCA is in the throes of a structural review with a view to 
changing its current unincorporated association status. This is 
deemed necessary for SPCA to be better able to meet its future 
needs both as a landlord and as an employer.  

◊ The planned through road connecting Cufaude Lane to the A33 
is likely to be opened before the building development is 
completed. Questions remain related to the through road; the 
timing of extending the bus services into Sherfield Park and 
activation of bus shelters that are already in place around the 
development.  

◊ ‘Have your Say’ Sherfield Park has been awarded a grant by 
B&DBC to fund an ‘intergenerational project’ (by the youth and 
over 55’s clubs). This is a gardening project falling within the 
category that ‘enables voluntary and community organisations of 
any kind to help improve their local environment’. The maximum 
grant is £2,000. More detail can be viewed on the B&DBC 
website.  

Updates on these and other topics will feature in the Loddon Valley 
Link as they progress. 
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ASH BROOK 
INDEPENDANT 
FUNERAL  
DIRECTORS 
& MEMORIAL CONSULTANTS 
 
• Independent family Funeral 

Director 
• Day or night we provide a 

complete personal, caring & 
professional service for all 
your funeral requirements 

• Dignified funeral service £895 
plus disbursements 

Please call Terina on  
0118 9821111  
28 Mulfords Hill, Tadley, Hants, 
RG26 3JE 
www.ashbrookfunerals.co.uk 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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TEXT FOR THE MONTH Titus 3 : 1 & 2    The NIV Bible 

Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, 
to be ready to do whatever is good, to slander no one, to be peaceable 
and considerate, and always to be gentle toward everyone. 
 

Prayer for the Month. 

Lord, we have the opportunity to make a choice as we vote 
in the election this month. Help us to remember that you 
chose us to be your servants in this world and commanded 
us to love one another. Help us not to be full of self- 
importance, thinking of ourselves as full of wisdom about 
who we are and what we can achieve. Gracious God, we know that you 
value each one of us, not for what we might become, but for what we 
are. We thank you for making every one of us unique, precious in your  
sight and we rejoice that you love no one more or less than any other. 
Teach us what that means and help us to live each day in the assurance 
it brings. Give us proper respect both for ourselves and for those around 
us. Help us to make our choice knowing that we have been chosen by 
you to serve others in this world, and that we should vote not for what 
benefits us but for what will benefit the whole community. 

In Jesus’ name we pray.    Amen 

Prayer Points for May   

Pray for: 

− all those elected to Parliament, that they will be faithful and honest 
servants of the people they represent 

− all Christian candidates in the general election, that their faith will be 
apparent in all they do and say 

− the children who will be baptised this coming month, and their parents  

− all those who will be married in our churches in the next few months 
and those who have wedding anniversaries, that their lives may be 
guided by your Holy Spirit and that they may be aware of your 
presence in their marriages 

− the success of Percy’s plant sale 

− for peace in a world full of bitterness and anger, especially in Syria 
and the Middle East 
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Nicola Ascroft Crowned Miss Basingstoke 
Basingstoke resident Nicola Ascroft has been 
crowned Miss Basingstoke. She also won the 
Charity Queen award after raising nearly £2,500 
for Beauty with a Purpose, the Miss World 
children's charity, and will go forward to the Miss 
England semi-final in July.  
Nicola intends to use her title to continue fund 
raising for local charities and Beauty with a 
Purpose. Her first two events are a children's 
Disney & Marvel party on Sunday 25th May 2015 
and an Ascot-themed Summer Ball on Friday 
19th June 2015. Both will be hosted at Sherfield Park Community 
Centre. For more information on either of these events, please 
contact Nicola: 07712 574089; nicola_ascroft @hotmail.co.uk. 

Royal British Legion – Bramley and District Branch and VE Day 
 
8 May 2015 is the 70th Anniversary of Victory in Europe. 
With this in mind, and based on members’ requests, we 
are raising our profile and developing  local awareness.  
 
Did you know, for example, that if you are a serving 
soldier, sailor or airman you are automatically a member 
of the Royal British Legion?  Did you also know that RBL membership 
is not restricted to those who have served in the Forces? We invite 
you to join us at one of our local branch evenings. The next meeting is 
Tuesday 12th May, and will include a presentation by a guest speaker; 
we also enjoy a drink and a chinwag before the evening closes at 
about 9:30PM.   
 
If you’d like to know any more about us please email me at 
cgh504935@aol.com. There will also be national events taking place 
8-10 May commemorating VE Day; to find out more please visit 
www.gov.uk/veday70 
 
Chris Holland (Chairman) 
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Sherfield and District Gardening Club 
 

If you’ve got gaps in your flower or vegetable gardens, 
why not come along to Percy’s Plant Sale on 9th May at 
the Village Hall. There will be plenty of plants to chose 
from, all locally grown, by keen gardeners in the village 
and further afield. If you can’t make Percy’s plant sale, fear not, you’ll 
get a second chance at the Fete where we will be running our usual 
plant stall. If, by any chance, you have any spare plants, we’d be very 
happy to give them a new home. Just contact us on the numbers 
below. 

Those of you who like showing your flowers and vegetables will be 
particularly interested in our talk on Monday the 18th May. Our 
speaker will be Barry Newman who will be telling us all about how to 
prepare vegetables, fruits and herbs for showing. Barry is a well 
known grower, exhibitor, lecturer and judge. He is a member of the 
RHS Fruit, Vegetable and Herb Committee. As well as being a senior 
National Vegetable Society judge he is also a Britain in Bloom judge. 
Barry was formally trained in horticulture at Pershore, York and Bath. 

Anyone interested in 
gardening will be 
most welcome to join 
us at the Sherfield 
Village Hall at 
7:45pm. 

Finally, just a 
reminder that we will 
be having garden 
visits in June and July 
therefore our next 
talk after May will be 
on 20th July in the 
village hall.  

For arrangements contact Linda on 882341 or Vanessa on 881760. 
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Apparently the Loddon 
Players have been at it for 
10 years now and from 
what I’ve seen over the last 
few, very successfully. This is no exception.  

Although nearly a generation old, Lucky 
Sods has aged well, offering up issues and 
experiences as pertinent as ever.   

Following a brief warm-up act from Nick 
Robinson (he should 
have mentioned the 
need for sunglasses 
with the new lights) the play kicked off with a stark 
view of suburban life in front of the TV. Lottery 
results duly noted, tickets torn up and life’s ennui 
discussed.  

The play moves on, through its (too!) many set 
changes, to show our stars have actually won 
the lottery and the effect it has on them.   

The frequent set changes felt like an entirely 
different play within, with its players’ 
balletically choreographed movements set in a 
rubescent glow.  Back to the main event 
though.  
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The humour, occasionally quite dark, ran through the narrative helped by 
the timing of the actors. There were some excellent supporting 

performances, providing smiles and 
chuckles if not belly laughs    

Many amusing moments included Morris’s 
visit to his bed ridden mother and his 
brother- in-law’s car needs. However it 
wasn’t until the interval 
that the play really got 

into its emotional stride. This took us from 
graveyards through ultimately unhappy affairs in 

Amsterdam to empty 
gardens. 

This is a play about two 
people, though, and the main characters held 
the play together, through a wide range of 
scenes and emotions. The final scene was 
beautifully acted leaving the audience in a 
sombre frame of mind. 

Winning lots of money isn’t supposed to 
change you and in some ways the play 
demonstrated it doesn’t, it just changes the 

nature of the obstacles you have to overcome.  

My experience of a full house and loud  
applause at the end, shows the Loddon 

Players have a 
strong future 
ahead. I’d suggest 
booking early for 
November’s 10th 
Anniversary 
production on the 
26th, 27th and 28th. 
 (www.loddonplayersatsherfield.co.uk) 

     Simon Boase 

In a true Wildean 
moment the interval 
lottery proved that 
“Life imitates Art”  
with not one but two 
repeat winners in 
the draw.  

Cast 
MORRIS  Pete Cook 
JEAN  Maggie Browne 
NORMAN  Pete Francis 
ANNIE  Carolyn Miles 
MOTHER  Susan Barham 
CONNIE  Louise Hayling 
VICAR  Kate Youll 
WAITER  Alan Munday 
DIRECTOR Matt Stanley 
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Village Hall Matters 

 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
 

 Thursday 7th May Polling Day – 7:00am to 10:00pm 
  (UK Parliamentary and Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council 
 Elections) 
 Friday 8th May  Annual Parish Meeting 
 Saturday 9th May Village Coffee Morning 
 Saturday 9th May Percy’s Plant Sale 
 Saturday 16th May Spring Market 
 Thursday 21st May Loddon Quilters Show 
 
SOLFolk - SATURDAY 27th JUNE 
 

SOLFolk – an all day folk festival organised by the “Friends of Sherfield 
Village Hall”.  There will be Morris dancing in the streets (for which there 
will be road closures), singing workshops in the local pubs, lots of food 
and locally brewed beer, musicians workshops and anything else we can 
organise. It will start mid-morning and finish in the evening with a grand 
ceilidh in the Village Hall with the Diatonics. More information available 
soon at www.solfolk.co.uk (see also p. 57). 
 

SOLFolk will be part of the Basingstoke Festival Programme (launching 
29th May). Described as ‘the best and probably most important 
community event held in Basingstoke’, the Basingstoke Festival is due to 
run for the fourth time in 2015 and aims to be action packed! It takes 
place from Friday 19 June to Sunday 12 July and is already known for 
offering events that are ‘world class but with strong local roots and 
connections’. 
 

For more information on activities, events & booking the hall, visit: 

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 
                        ‘At the heart of our community for over 100 years’  

 

Sherfield on Loddon Village Hall 
Reg. Charity No. 272385 
Tel: 01256 883624 
Email: 
info@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 
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Basingstoke Civil Service Retirement Fellowship 

This month’s speaker 
was Ian Harrison who 
is chairman of the 
South of England 
Group of the Friends 
of the National 
Railway Museum.  He 
charted the history of 
the Museum since its 
opening at York in 
1975 by Prince Philip.  
Besides having 

engines and rolling stock on show it also has a large collection 
of art, books, models and operating equipment along with an 
oral archive. The Museum also has exhibits at Shildon, 
Swindon, Bressingham, the Science Museum in London and 
even one at Milestones here in Basingstoke.  He outlined the 
work of the organisation which has raised over £1 million since 
1976. His Group raised £20,000 to restore the Winston Churchill 
(No.34051) which included sales of prints of a painting by Philip 
D Hawkins showing the engine hauling the Atlantic Coast 
Express at Battledown in 1960. 
If you would like to join us on any of our trips please contact 
Kate Lambeth on 01256 328791. The next trips are: 
Thursday 21st May Devizes and the Wadsworth Brewery Tour 
Friday 12th June Studley Grange and Lydiard Park  
At the next meeting on Wednesday 6th May Tony King will be 
speaking on “Things Aint What They Used to Be”. 
The group meets on the first Wednesday of each month at 
Brookvale Village Hall from 10 am – 12 noon and all retired Civil 
Servants and their partners are welcome.  Further details about 
meetings can be obtained from the Secretary Tony Brazier on 
01256 418770 or at bjmapbr@ntlworld.com. 

 David Cowling 
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For information call:  0118 932 6308  Brochure hotline: 0118 932 6480 
www. wellington-riding.co.uk   e-mail: info@wellington-riding.co.uk 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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Our recent meeting was held in the new 
Church Room at St Leonard’s, Sherfield, 
and we invited other local National 
Women’s Register groups to wine and 
cheese. The talk was by John Aylward -
Rights v. Responsibility. John has worked 
in over 30 countries, many of which were developing countries, as an 
accountant for construction companies building new infrastructure. He 
has seen at first hand the lack of human rights in some of these 
countries and compared it with what we have in the west. He went 
through the history of human rights since the sealing of the Magna 
Carta in 1215, which only benefited the barons, not the common man. 
It was not until 1948 with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
that the first global expression of rights to which all human beings 
should be entitled was set out. John asked: are all men created 
equal? He did not think that they were. In the US 15% of people live 
below the poverty line. Do we all have a right to life - what about 
gender-based abortion? Where do the rights to 
liberty stop?  Should free speech be unlimited or 
should insults and incitement be banned or 
restricted? Should religious rights take precedence 
over human rights? As for the pursuit of happiness, John asked: what 
is it exactly? Some while ago an American organisation conducted a 
survey into what constituted happiness and found that Nigeria was the 
happiest nation because the people there had food, a job and a 
family, whereas in the US and Japan people were unhappy because 
they didn’t have such things as money or two cars. John felt that 
human rights are now abused; many people demand their rights but 
do not consider their obligations to society. He suggested the radical 
idea of abandoning the Declaration of Human Rights for a Declaration 
of Human Obligations, in which discipline is instilled, everyone is 
treated properly and we guard against invasion of privacy or attacks. 
It was a very interesting talk and generated a lot of discussion. 
 
Our next event will be the Area Quiz at Andover, which four of us will 
attend. Our next meeting will be our Japan theme evening where we 
will eat Japanese food and talk about its geography, history and 
culture. 

Gill Fearon 

Rights v. 
Responsibility 
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Basingstoke Children’s Centres 
Your local Children’s Centres are based in: 
Chineham, Popley, Oakridge and Lychpit.  

To access our current timetable or to register your interest in an 
activity, please visit our website at:  

services.actionforchildren.org.uk/basingstoke-and-deane-childrens-
centres/basingstoke-deane-cluster-a/whats-on/ 

Or please call us at Pebbles Children’s Centre on 01256 357028.  

 

 
    

   Where is God? 
 
 

 Friday 15th May 2015 
  

Lots of craft, worship and tea for the children!   
All welcome 

  4.15 Arrive, register, prepare for worship 
  4.30 Worship followed by activities in three groups 
  5.15 Meal  - cafe style (finish at 5.30pm) 
 
It is essential that you book (and please advise of any food 
allergies). For more information and to book, please contact  
Amanda Prince 01256 880733 (amanda-prince4@hotmail.com)  
Facebook : Messy Church-Sherfield On Loddon 

 

 

Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 
Meeting dates 
The next Full Parish Council meeting dates are 13th May 
2015 and 10th June 2015 at 7.30pm in the Liddell Hall with 
the Annual Parish Assembly being held on Friday 8th May 
at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Sherfield on Loddon 
Governance Review 
On Thursday 26th March 2015 at the Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council meeting it was agreed that a new Parish Council should be 
created, to be known as Sherfield Park Parish Council 
Clerk Vacancy 
The Parish Council has a vacancy for a Parish Clerk. For further details 
please check the Parish Council website at www.sherfieldonloddon-
pc.gov.uk. 
Memorial Stone & Service for Local War Hero  
As part of the WW1 centenary, HM Government are providing us with a 
memorial paving stone dedicated to the memory of Captain J. Aidan 
Liddell VC. The Parish Council will be installing the stone adjacent to the 
millennium stone at a service of commemoration on 31st July. 
Tree work on the Village Green  
The tree work is now completed and the Parish Council would like to thank 
the tree contractors for an excellent job. Parishioners are welcome to take 
sawn timber and chippings (but please remember that, as advised last 
month, they are for personal use only and that the unauthorised use of 
chainsaws on the village green is forbidden). 
Dog Fouling on the Village Green and on Public Footpaths 
Owners who fail to clear up after their dogs could be fined up to £1000 in 
court, but there is also a fixed penalty scheme that allows authorities to 
issue £50 spot fines for the offence. Dog fouling is illegal, unpleasant, 
antisocial and can be dangerous to children who play in the area.  
Speedwatch Assistance required 
Volunteers are required to operate the speed monitoring equipment to be 
seen in use at random times in the Parish. 
Karen Ross - Clerk to the Parish Council, Sherfield-on-Loddon,PO Box 
6862, Basingstoke, RG24 4QZ. Telephone: 01256 842662   Email: 
clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 
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Will’s Garden Services 
Tel: 07951917943/01256 881354 

Email: cole114@msn.com 
A complete range of garden 
services: Garden clearance, 

Mowing, Hedgetrimming, Paving, 
Pruning, Fencing, Turfing, Tree 

Care 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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A NOTE FROM OUR TREE WARDEN 
As you may know, Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council authorised 
various tree works on the village green in March.  These were carried 
out with the aim of removing dead-wood, cutting back growth fouling 
utility lines and structures, and felling any trees that were diseased or 
crowding out other species.  Blake Davis Tree Care 
(www.davistreecare.co.uk) carried out the works following a competitive 
tender process.  Blake is a qualified arborist and completed the works 
well before the end of March deadline to an excellent standard and our 
thanks go to him and his team for all their hard work.   

SOLFolk - Sherfield on Loddon Folk Festival 
11am-11pm  - 27th June 2015   

Concerts and music in the Village Hall 
Much Morris dancing  in the streets   

Hot food and drinks –  locally brewed Real Ale 
Music and Dance Workshops 

Street entertainment 
Evening Ceilidh 
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Evergreens Club contributed by May Macqueen 
The meeting for April featured a very interesting and informative talk 
by Sue Fendell from the Basingstoke branch of the Samaritans. Chad 
Varah, who was a vicar at St Paul's Church Clapham Junction, 
founded the Samaritans in 1953. There are now branches all over the 
country, including 18 branches in the south of England. The 
Basingstoke branch was started in 1979; the town of Basingstoke is 
known as a hot spot because of its railway line and bridges. The 
Samaritans give emotional support to people who contact them for 
whatever reason, totally confidentially.  
Listening is very important; many of the people who contact them feel 
unable to talk to family or friends as they do not want to burden them. 
The Samaritans are available 24 hours a day 7 days a week and can 
be contacted by text, email, phone or in person. The volunteers have 
been given training and can have anonymity if they wish by using 
another name.  
The next meeting is May 11th and is our birthday party with afternoon 
tea and entertainment by Terry Morris.  

Stratfield Turgis Village Walk and Picnic  
Sunday 10th May 11:30 am  

 
For a late spring walk this year we’re meeting at All Saints Church in 
old Stratfield Turgis. We’re planning a figure of eight walk starting and 
finishing at the old church. Bring your own picnic if you fancy. Cars 
can be left by the church with your picnic while we go off on a couple 
of shortish loops, so there’s hopefully something to suit all ages. 
Picnics can be enjoyed by the river in a lovely peaceful part of the 
English countryside. Everyone is welcome. For more details see the 
website www.stratfieldturgis.org.uk or contact Sheila Campbell on 
01256 882351  
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Stratfield Turgis Parish Annual General Meeting 
Friday 15th May 2015 at 7:30 pm 

In the Cricket Pavilion on Stratfield Turgis Recreation 
Ground. 

All parishioners welcome  

STRATFIELD SAYE PARISH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
MONDAY 11TH MAY 2015 AT 7.30P.M. 

IN THE STRATFIELD SAYE VILLAGE HALL 
 All parishioners welcome 

TO ALL ELECTORS OF THE PARISH OF  
SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON 

You are invited to take part in the  
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

at THE VILLAGE HALL 
ON FRIDAY 8th MAY AT 7.30PM   

Questions should be submitted in writing to the chairman before the 
meeting. 

WARNING:  
 
According to the protocol for public and press reporting we have a 
duty to notify you that Venetia Rowland has given notice of her 
intention to film the meeting. 
Anyone has the right to do so provided that the chairman is satisfied 
that it will not be disruptive or distracting to the good order and 
conduct of the meeting. Members of the public attending the meeting 
to ask a question will be deemed to have given consent to being 
photographed or recorded. 
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Sunwood Drive, Sherfield on Loddon, Hants RG27 0FP, 
Tel: 01256 883 967 
 
The pace of life at the Sherfield Park Community Centre (SPCA)has 
steadily increased to the point where it now offers a truly diverse 
range of activities for the local community, both young (youth club) 
and not so young (over 55’s). These range from puppy training to 
cake decorating, spinning, yoga, dancing, theatre - to name but a few. 
For a full up-to-date list why not check out the SPCA website? In 
addition Candice Wright, our Centre’s manager, regularly posts 
details of upcoming events in the Loddon Valley Link, flyers and on 
social media. 
Recently Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council funding has 
allowed the SPCA to acquire stage, stage-lights, sound systems and 
other equipment to enable a wide variety of performances and shows 
to take place at the Centre. So keep a sharp look out for flyers and 
other advertisements regarding ‘What’s-on’ at Sherfield Park. 
The growing success of the Community Centre has highlighted the 
need for more usable space to cater for increasing demand for rooms 
to hire - for other activities, clubs and associations to meet on a 
regular basis. Accordingly, the SPCA successfully applied to B&DBC 
for Local Infrastructure Fund grant funding to convert unused areas of 
loft space at the Centre. The loft conversion project is now officially 
launched with the appointment of architects, whose early tasks 
include a structural survey and the production of a requirement 
specification for the building work before going out to tender for the 
construction phases.  
Find out about Sherfield Park Community activities events, football 
and hiring on the facing page, or by visiting: 
www.sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk. 
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PUB GARDEN NIGHT 
 

Saturday 16th May 
6 –pm—late  

 
 

Licensed Bar, Food & Refreshments, Bouncy castle  
Indoor and outdoor seating  

No entry fee 

New Classes Starting! 
 

Friday 8th May  
Burlesque Style Exercise Classes  

 
Monday 1st June  

Tots Play: Sensory play sessions 
 including massage and yoga for babies and toddlers 

 

SHERFEST!  
Saturday 4th July 2015 12-8pm 

All American Theme!  
Live Music, BBQ & Hog Roast, Real Ale, Children's Games & 

Activities, Sports and loads more! 
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News from the Beats April 2015 
Sherfield-on-Loddon, Hartley Wespall, Stratfield Saye 
The changes to Hampshire Constabulary are now in effect. 
The Tadley East beat now includes the former Beat 1 
which covered Sherfield on Loddon, Hartley Wespall, Stratfield Saye 
and Stratfield Turgis) as well as Tadley and Pamber. Effectively the 
two busiest beats have merged. Cover will remain the same, if not 
improved, as PCSO John Dullingham (PCSO for Tadley and Pamber) 
and I will be working together. Beat Surgeries in Sherfield on Loddon, 
Bramley and Silchester will no longer be operating due to lack of 
attendance. However, I am always available via email (but incidents 
should be reported through 101). 
As always, please can I ask all residents to report any suspicious 
persons, vehicles or incidents using the 101 telephone number; please 
only ring 999 if it is a genuine emergency.  
PCSO Nath Johnson 
Sherfield Park 
An arrest has been made in relation to the burglaries whereby entry 
had been gained via the garden and forcing open windows. Two males 
have been arrested and will attend court shortly. I still recommend 
locking back gates and trellising fences. In addition I strongly advise 
installing a burglar alarm, registering your valuables at 
IMMOBILISE.COM and keeping jewellery and cash in a safe. 
Other burglaries have taken place in properties where UPVC 
front doors which had not been double-locked with keys. 
On a more positive note, after problems with thefts from cars (left 
insecure by their owners) an observant resident spotted a male rifling 
through his neighbour's car, and an arrest followed. Since then there 
have been no further thefts from vehicles. However, please do your bit 
to prevent crime by not leaving valuables in your car, and ensure it 
is locked up before leaving. 
  
PC Jim Charlton 21015 and PCSO Richard Strauss 14735. 
Beat surgery - 1st Wed. of the month at Costa Coffee in Chineham 
Centre at 16:30 - 17:30. 
Tel. 101 (or request to leave a message using our collar numbers). 
   
  

 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 
MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 
Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans  
available. 

1 Seal Road, Basingstoke, 
RG21 7NQ  

Tel: 01256 844663 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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Happy Faces 
Play group 

Sherfield-on-Loddon 

“Bring your happy face to our  

happy place” 
A small, friendly playgroup for  

children aged 2 years 6 months to 
school age 

Flexible Sessions 
including all day 

Further information:  

01256 880903 

Prospectus/application form:  

07791 141176 

happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk 
www.happy-faces-playgroup.co.uk 

Est. 1982. Charity No. 1029688 



 

 Page 52 

YOUR LOCAL TRADE PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, HEATING & 

ELECTRICAL NEEDS  
FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT US: 
     Tel: 01256 880044   MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

 PLUMBING & HEATING SPECIALIST 

• Bathrooms & shower installations 
• Solar thermal installations and energy-friendly controls 
• Gas Safe and Oftec registered for peace of mind with 

gas and oil installations 29164 

Serving the local community for 30 years 

Telephone: 01256 882309 
Email: adrian@awburt.com 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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Music from the Renaissance to the 20th Century 

The Solent Consort 
An invita on to an entertaining evening of music and 

refreshments 

St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

6.30pm on Sunday 24th May 

All proceeds to the Church Fabric Fund 

Tickets £10 
The Solent Consort are a group of friends who come together for the 
pleasure of performing a wide range of instrumental and vocal pieces 
from the Renaissance to the 20th century.They have been introduced 
to us by a former resident of the parish who also plays and sings in 
the group. 

 
Name  
 
Address 
 
 
Please send me      tickets @ £10 each 
or 
I regret that I cannot come but would like to make a donation of £  
 
Please enclose cheques (both for tickets or donations) payable to St 
Mary’s Hartley Wespall  
Please return this form to: 
Michael Webster, Coopers Farm, Hartley Wespall RG27 0BQ 
Or contact 01256 882413/mwebster@hartleycoopers.co.uk 
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA. Reliable and affordable service. 
Friendly, experienced lady who cleans every corner. Ironing also 
available. References. Tel 07933 316989. mariacleaning@live.co.uk 
LOCAL PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR and EXTERIOR DECORATOR  
First class job guaranteed.  Over 30 years experience. No job too small.  
For a free estimate ring Ian 01256 882132 or 07876021772 
SEWING, EXPERIENCED AND CONVENIENT. Di is now back in the 
conservatory, Sherfield Garden Centre. Bespoke dressmaking, clothing 
alterations, repairs, curtains & blinds and soft furnishings. 07796 045944. 
PC SUPORT.  For technical help with PCs, Macs, tablets, internet,  
wi-fi: repairs, upgrades and installation: Call Ian on 07977 143310. 
WINDOW CLEANER. Windows cleaned or gutters cleared - one off or 
regularly. Local, reliable window cleaner (testimonials available). For a 
quote call Pete Owen on 07762 616600 pjhcleaning@btinternet.com 
LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER. Self assessment tax returns, 
arrears, claims, payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation 
free. Call 07920112533 or e-mail david_hitchins@msn.com 
DICKINSON’S GARDEN AND TREE MAINTENANCE. Qualified 
tree surgeon and general garden maintenance -  mowing the lawn, hedge 
cutting, weeding borders and soft landscaping. please contact Graeme on 
07955310046 /01256880504 graemedickinson@yahoo.co.uk   
DOMICILIARY CARER. Female aged 49. CRB certified/Carer P.L. 
Insurance. Patient and kind, offering personal care / companionship to the 
elderly in their home and respite care. Based south of Reading. Will travel 
within 10 mile radius. References available.. Michelle 07776 255688 
CAMBRIDGE WEIGHT PLAN - Summer's coming so want to lose weight 
for that bikini?  Friendly one-to-one advice and flexible hours to 
suit.   Contact: Jane Wilson 07753 148931 or 01256 880509  Email 
jane.wilson2008@hotmail.co.uk 

EXPERIENCED CLEANING SUPERVISOR £8.25 - £9.00  
(part-time cleaners £7.25 - £8.00).  Required for domestic chores. Own 
transport preferred. Day-time hours to suit. Call House Proud on 07957 
860885 
CARER AVAILABLE FOR 6 WEEKS. Does anyone need a devoted, 
experienced 50 year-old live-in female South African carer? References 
available. For further details please call 01256 882661. 

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
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Probus hears from an Old Sea Salt 
Probus Club member Bryan Nagle, gave an illustrated talk to his 
fellow members about his war time service in the Royal Navy. His 
detailed research has uncovered the apparent lack of public 
recognition in this country of the major role played by the Landing 
Ship Tank (LST) in both Europe and the Pacific. 
‘Operation Dynamo’ the evacuation from Dunkirk in 1940 clearly 
demonstrated the need for ocean going ships in any future 
amphibious landings. It also highlighted the need to have ships with a 
shallow draft capable of delivering substantial number of tanks, 
vehicles and troops direct to the shore.  
In total 1,150 LSTs were built, some 80 in the UK for use in future 
European and Pacific invasions. An important feature, the brainchild 
of British designer, Sir 
Rowland Baker, was the 
provision of floodable side 
wall buoyancy tanks. This 
allowed for effective 
trimming and enabled the 
beach approach to be 
made at speed with the 
bow doors open and ramp 
down. 
One LST of either type 
could deliver up to 29 
tanks below deck, 15 
lorries above plus 200 
troops. Vessels were also made into hospital and command centres 
fitted with radar and wireless. The Normandy landings involved 311 
LSTs, with only three being lost. Most did 50 round trips carrying 
tanks, supplies and troops on the outbound trip and wounded troops 
and German POWs on the return. Both General Eisenhower and 
Field Marshall Alan Brooke agreed that the LST was an essential 
element in the success of the Normandy Campaign which had to be 
won to turn the tide in the Allies’ favour. There was no Plan B! 
For more information about the Probus Club for retired professional 
and business managers go to www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com or 
phone the secretary, Paul Flint, on 07770 886521.  



 

 

Loddon Valley Link Management  

Editor for the May edition – Jane Abrams  
Please submit copy no later than 16th of the month 

Email: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Advertising enquiries to Pip Iles Tel. 01256 880559 
 advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Deadline for ads. for next edition is 10th of the month 

Chairman: Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379  (dgdawson@sky.com) 
Treasurer: Pip Iles 01256 880559 (pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk) 
Secretary: Ilene Iles 01256 880559 (pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk) 
Committee:  

Rev. Sammie Armstrong. 01189816593 (sc.cedars@greenbee.net)  
Dr. John Williams 01256 882705 (lawnfarm@aol.com) 
Eileen Leivesley 01256 882938 (eileen.leivesley@sky.com) 
Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
Claire Osborne 01256 324458 (guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk) 
Simon Boase 01256 881250 (sibo999@gmail.com) 
Brian Archer 01256 882099 (brianarcher@btinternet.com) 
Jane Abrams  01256 881188 (jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk) 

Church Officers 
Priest in Charge: Vacancy 
Assistant Priest: Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 (sc.cedars@greenbee.net)  
Curate: Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570 Priest responsible for Bramley & Little London 
Licensed Reader: Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Licensed Reader: Dr. John Williams 01256 882705 
Licensed Reader:  Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 
Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 (lgoodall.work@gmail.com) 

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, CHURCH END, SHERFIELD ON LODDON,  RG27 0JB (no mail) 
Churchwarden: Peter Gould 01256 882538 
Churchwarden: Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Treasurer: Dan Farrow 01256 882680 
Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
Organist: Brian Archer 01256 882099 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE 
Churchwarden: Dr. John Williams 01256 882705  
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                                         
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 82705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

MESSY CHURCH, SHERFIELD PARK 
Leader:  Amanda Prince 01256 880733 
Leader: Carol Armstrong 01189 816593 
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Please note: the Loddon Valley Link  
Management Committee cannot be held  
responsible for the reliability or quality  

of any goods, work or services  
in this publication. 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
Small ads are £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space    

permitting. Requests are dealt with in order.  
Display Ads, please see the website or contact the treasurer below. 
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