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St. Leonard’s Church Extension - further progress 

The two pictures show the extension floor being prepared for 
concreting and the pouring of the concrete which had to be done in 
one session.  

Sixteen cubic meters were successfully laid down in an operation that 
took until 9.30 pm (under floodlights ) to complete. This building is 
certainly not being constructed on sand! From now on, it is upwards 
and onwards and weather permitting, the visible structure should soon 
become apparent. 

The Bishop of Basingstoke was 
able to see the progress of the 
work duing his recent visit to St 
Leonard’s. 

 

Donald Dawson 
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Editorial 

Welcome to the March edition of the Loddon Valley 
Link 

Many thanks to Andrew Dance for his atmospheric 
cover photo. Let’s hope the promise of spring it 
expresses is fulfilled so that houses and fields can dry 
out. Please keep the photos 
coming! 

The central feature this month is 
about Messy Church and what it 
can offer to families as an 
alternative form of Christian 
worship. There are also details of 
church Lenten and Easter 
activities. 

There is an update on the borough 
planning process, with reports of 
the open sessions recently held in 
Sherfield Village Hall. The 
consultation is further extended 
with a questionnaire included in 
this month’s issue - do make your 
views known by returning it 
according to the instructions. Other 
articles include a feature by tree 
warden Jane Jordan about how 
you can spot ash dieback disease, 
and all the regular features.  
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URGENT  

We desperately need more people to distribute Loddon Valley Link in 
Sherfield Park, especially for the new phases of the development in 
the Chilworth Way and Rockbourne Rd areas. If you are able to help 
please contact Eileen Leivesley on 01256 882938 
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  Services for March 2014 

*Drive up close to the white gates, which will open automatically .  Children 
are welcome at all our services.  Services in italics are particularly geared to 
children and families.  BCP =  Book of Common Prayer.  

Sunday 2nd March      Sunday Next before Lent      
10.00am Holy Communion    St Leonard’s Sherfield 
10.00am Family Service     St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
4.00pm Evensong and Communion by Ext St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
Wednesday 11.00am Lent Communion   St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Sunday 9th March                                     Lent 1 
10.00am Morning Worship and Sunday Club St Leonard’s Sherfield 
Wednesday 11.00am Lent Communion   St Leonard’s Sherfield 
Friday  4.15pm  Messy Church    Sherfield Park Community Centre 

Sunday 16th March                                     Lent 2 
10.00am Holy Communion    St Leonard’s Sherfield 
  with Sunday Club    
10.00am   Matins and Communion by Ext        St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
4.00pm Evensong               St Mary’s Hartley Wespall   
Wednesday 11.00am Lent Communion     St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Sunday 23rd March                                Lent 3 
8.00am   Holy Communion 1662 BCP  St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
10.00am   Family Service     St Leonard’s Sherfield 
Wednesday 11.00am Lent Communion   St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Sunday 30th March  Mothering Sunday                           Lent 4 
8.00am   Holy Communion 1662 BCP St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
10.00am Family Communion   St Leonard’s Sherfield 
Wednesday 11.00am Lent Communion   St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Sunday 6th April              Lent 5 
10.00am Holy Communion    St Leonard’s Sherfield 
10.00am Family Service     St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
6.30pm Evensong and Communion by Ext St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
Wednesday 11.00am Lent Communion   St Leonard’s Sherfield 
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“Rector’s Letter” 

For more years than I can remember the reading 
of the shipping forecast at 5.20a.m. on Radio 4 
has been my signal that a new day is dawning 
and that it will soon be time to seize the new day 
ahead. As each forecast is faithfully read, day 
after day, it’s too easy to be lulled back to sleep 
by the familiar chanting of locations that are but place names to me 
(‘Humber, Dogger, Fisher, German Bight…'), although, of course, I 
know that the information about wind speeds, high tides and 
forthcoming storms provides a lifeline to those whose livelihood 
depends on the sea.  

I’m a huge fan of the radio and especially of programmes like 
‘Desert Island Discs’ and ‘With Great Pleasure’ which each week 
invite guests to share something of personal life experiences 
through music and spoken word. To my surprise two celebrities 
recently asked to hear the shipping forecast read and as they 
described its soothing and comforting nature in lives of ever-
quickening change and unexpected surprises, I likened these 
sentiments to the comfort that we as Christians enjoy from a faith in 
a living and all-powerful God. However scary the changes and 
unexpected the surprises, He promises always to be alongside us – 
as my favourite hymn goes ‘Great is thy faithfulness, O God my 
Father/There is no shadow of turning with thee’. Old fashioned 
words maybe, but their meaning is rock solid and as true today as 
when they were written all those years ago. 

In the Church’s calendar March 30th marks Mothering Sunday. On 
this day we celebrate another important ‘constant’ in our lives - 
those who are or who have been mothers or like mothers to us. 
Whilst in any human relationship, however close, there’s always the 
risk of an occasional ‘stormy spell’ (just as in too many recent 
shipping forecasts!), Mothering Sunday is a great opportunity to say 
thank you to them, as well as to God, for their faithfulness and love. 
Why not come along to St. Leonard’s and join us at 10.00a.m.? 
You’re assured of a very warm welcome. 

Karen 
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BREACH LANE CHAPEL 
Sherfield on Loddon 
Geoff Belsham 01256 882534/07519 708416  

March 2014 Services 

 

CATHOLIC SERVICES 
St Bede’s and Holy Ghost 

Churches, Basingstoke 
(www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk) 

Contact Fr. Chris Rutledge,  
Parish Office Tues to Friday  

9.30 am-1.00 pm 
Tel. 01256 465214. 

Sunday Mass 9.00 am, 11.00 am 
and 6.30 pm  

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH  
Saturday Open Days 

Everyone is welcome to visit for 
reflection, prayer, or to view 

with a wedding in mind. Open 
days are normally on Saturdays 

and dates are listed in the 
church porch, or contact one of 

the numbers on p. 59.  

Sunday 2
nd 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

  11am Youth Group – “The Flock” 

  3pm Bible Study in Chapel 

Friday 7
th 10.30am Open Morning at Chapel – FREE 

refreshments and books etc 
Sunday 9

th 10.30am Family Worship led by Graham Locke 
Tuesday 11

th 2pm Church Walk starting at Tadley Swimming 
Pool 

Sunday 16
th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen plus 

Holy Communion 

  3pm Bible Study in Chapel 

Thursday 20
th 7.30pm Bible Study at 9 Coopers Lane, Bramley 

Friday 21
st 10.30am Open Morning at Chapel – FREE 

refreshments and books etc 
Saturday 15

th 2.30pm Disabled Christian Fellowship at Frimley 
Road 

Saturday 22
nd 2.30pm Disabled Christian Fellowship at Frimley 

Road 
Sunday 23

rd 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Tuesday 25
th 2pm Church Walk starting at Sherfield-on-

Loddon Chapel 

Wednesday 26
th 2.30pm Midweek Fellowship at Chapel – “Jonah” 

Sunday 30
th 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

  3pm Bible Study in Chapel 

http://www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk/
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www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

Carl Fanning 
The Village Decorator 

Decorating the Loddon Valley Area 

Painter and Decorator 

Local Tradesman with 25 years experience 

Decorating local properties since 1980 

A “Dulux” Trade Member 

Good quality Trade Paints used -  
Internal and external decorating 

Free estimates - advice on colour and paints 

Full liability cover - all work is guaranteed 

Telephone:  Carl on 01189 424 883                                                 

or  0795 266 1965 
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The Lenten Tree 
During the Festival of 
Christmas the Christmas tree 
was a symbol of the joy we 
shared together as we 
celebrated the birth of Jesus 
Christ, God coming to us in 
human form. 

During Lent the same tree will be a symbol of the passion of our Lord, 
who died on a cross for our sins and who rose again to give us new, 
eternal life. 

At St Leonard’s each Sunday during Lent, a new symbol will be added 
to the tree and on Easter morning we ask each member of the 
congregation to bring a flower and place it upon the tree to remind us 
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. 

Lent 1 - Purse 

Jesus is betrayed for 30 pieces of silver 

Lent 2 - Whip 

God’s Son is flogged as a common criminal 

Lent 3 - Crown & Robe 

Jesus is mocked by the soldiers 

Lent 4 - Bowl & towel 

Jesus came to serve and be our example 

Lent 5 - Bread & wine 

Jesus gave his life for us 

Palm Sunday - Palm cross 

Jesus welcomed as a King, crucified as a criminal 

Easter Day (20 April) - Flowers 

The Congregation place flowers upon the tree as a 
symbol of our Lord’s resurrection from the dead. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=z8pE40twsz1yZM&tbnid=9nvycW60ArdpCM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thefind.com%2Fgifts%2Finfo-plain-crucifix&ei=WRAeUfitGKO80QX_-4GgDQ&bvm=bv.42553238,d.d2k&psig=A
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=kI9oHeUCGwEHkM&tbnid=ctQ-y0aVp46sBM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Flinsownspeculations.blogspot.com%2F2011%2F02%2Ftoday-is-day-of-confusion.html&ei=QBYeUZPnJ9OS0QXA9YE
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NWR Report – February 2014  

 

 

Belgium was the subject of our February meeting. We all 
contributed various Belgian dishes or drinks, did a quiz on 
Belgium and listened to four short talks on its geography, 
economy, and culture. 

Belgian food has similarities with French. Dishes include 
Belgian bouillabaisse, a type of fish casserole with leeks and 
carrots; beef bourguignon made with beer rather than wine 
and Stoemp, which is mashed potatoes mixed with various 
vegetables, bacon and sausage. Our desserts included 
chocolate cheesecake and drizzle cake, waffles and ice 
cream, followed by Guylian seashell chocolates.  

The population of Belgium is around 11 million and its area is 
roughly the same as Wales. Physically Belgium has three 
areas: the coastal plain, the central plateau, and the upland 
area of the Ardennes which has the highest point, Signal de 
Botrange at 2,277 feet. The population is divided into two 
groups, the Flemings (the larger group) and the Walloons, 
between whom there is considerable friction. The three official 
languages are French, Dutch and German.  

Belgium is famous for the comic strip ‘Tintin’, created by 
Hergé, The Smurfs (Peyo), and Inspector Maigret (Georges 
Simenon). The saxophone was invented in Belgium by 
Adolphe. Audrey Hepburn was born in Brussels, her real name 
being Edda van Hemstra Hepburn-Ruston. 

Belgium is also home to Waterloo, where Napoleon was 
defeated by Wellington in 1815 and also Ypres, a tragic battle 
site of the First World War. 
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Hook Choral Society  

25th anniversary year concert 

Maria Theresa Mass – Haydn 

Haydn’s beautiful Mass No. 12 in B flat, written in 1799, was 
dedicated to Austrian Empress Maria Theresa. Haydn was working 
freelance at the time but this is one of six masses which he wrote for his 
former employers the Esterhazy family. 

Lux aeterna -  Lauridsen 

This contemporary work composed by popular American choral 
composer Morten Laurisden was first performed in 1997. It is a five 
movement, non-liturgical requiem for choir and organ and ‘fully explores 
choral textures’. 

7.30 pm Saturday 26th April 2014 

St John’s Church, London Road,Hook RG27 9EG. 
Tickets £12.00 (£10.00 concessions, accompanied children under 11 
free) available from Trees Newsagent, Hook or ring 01256 882067 

Divine Rossini 

New London Sinfonia 
Basingstoke Choral Society 

Croydon Philharmonic Chorus 
 

Conductor 
David Gibson 

 
7pm Sunday, 6th April 2014 

The Anvil, Basingstoke 
 
Italy is the setting for Basingstoke Choral Society’s next concert  
 
The New London Sinfonia will play the overture from William Tell. The 
second Rossini masterpiece of the evening will be his Stabat Mater, and 
the programme will be completed by Verdi’s Te Deum.  
 
 
Tickets from the Anvil on 01256 844244 or on www.anvilarts.org.uk 

http://www.anvilarts.org.uk
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J Cook Landscapes 

Maintenance            

Decking & Fencing 

Patios & Driveways 

Garden Design & Build 

Clearance 

Call now for a free quote: 
01256 412723 / 0771 7214521 

e: info@jcooklandscapes.co.uk 
www.jcooklandscapes.co.uk 

For information call:  0118 932 6308  Brochure hotline: 0118 932 6480 

www. wellington-riding.co.uk   e-mail: info@wellington-riding.co.uk 

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

mailto:info@jcooklandscapes.co.uk
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ELLIOTT’S 

LANDSCAPING 

Tree Surgery 

Stump Grinding 

Hedge Cutting 

Fencing 

Decking 

Power Washing 

Turfing 

Garden Maintenance 

Peter Elliott  01256 883743 

Mobile:    07725 749 644 

 

 

 
West Green Road, Hartley 

Wintney  RG27 8LP 
Open June to late September for 
Pick Your Own & Ready Picked 

fruit, vegetables and flowers 
including Strawberries, 
Tayberries, Currants, 

Gooseberries, Raspberries, New 
Potatoes, Asparagus and 
Flowers. We also sell local 

Honey, Free Range Eggs and 
Homemade Jams 

CALL 01252 845772 from May 1st 
For information, & to place orders. 
Or visit www.westgreenfruits.com 

www.classictreeservices.co.uk 

 

    www.ovenclean.com 

PHONE 01276 473118 

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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...begins on   

ASH WEDNESDAY 

 (5th March) 

On this and all other    
Wednesdays in Lent there will 
be a short service of Holy       
Communion at 11.00 a.m.at 
St. Leonard’s 

   

 

 

 

 A SPECIAL FAMILY COMMUNION 

               30TH MARCH 

 

 

 
 

 
 

St Leonard’s  

10.00 a.m.                 

You will be very welcome! 

This year a Lent Course has been prepared for use by all 

Churches and Church groups in the Diocese of Winchester. 
 

Material is available for Sunday Clubs, Home 
Groups and others. 
 

Sermons at all the Benefice Churches during 
Lent will be based on the themes from this Lent 
Course 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=zD1hYFsLHKLr9M&tbnid=bcALe_XZrgE8YM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhookedonthebook.com%2Fkids-devotions-for-lent-day-10-following-jesus-no-matter-the-cost%2F&ei=ksniUvXcFIin0w
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=4zV0LfL_eNEcNM&tbnid=V_XobB_kZsTHuM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsuebrewer.blogspot.com%2F2013%2F03%2Fmusings-from-bower-32-just-two-days-to.html&ei=dYHmUrXgEanB0gXvoYC4Dw&b
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=RrNdIE5JRosSUM&tbnid=rg8VtFXRsA9fZM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fa1churchbuckden.wordpress.com%2Fspecial-services%2F&ei=24HmUuLVKuep0QWY04CACg&bvm=bv.59930103,d.d2k&psig=AFQ
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.unifyingtruths.com%2Forder%2F&h=0&w=0&sz=1&tbnid=NVsFi3bm_O-72M&tbnh=194&tbnw=259&zoom=1&docid=6Pue_6kGpOl66M&ei=_YfmUon7Heiy0QWk14DgBA&ved=0CAIQsCUoAA
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A note from our Tree Warden 

ASH DIEBACK 

 

I have received a number of concerned calls regarding ash dieback 
disease, which is caused by a fungus, Chalara fraxinea.  So far, there 
are no signs of infection but it is spreading in East Anglia and Kent 
and poses a significant threat to the UK’s ash tree population. 

The main symptoms are: 

 Blackening of leaves, extending into leaf veins and stalks 
 Pale fungi, which grow on damp leaf stalks in early autumn   
 Dieback of the crown, sometimes with a new flush of growth 

below 
 Dark lesions, usually diamond shaped, especially around side 

shoots 
 

There is no cure for ash dieback, and it will kill affected trees. 
Prevention is therefore the best defence and good habits can help 
slow the spread.  
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The Woodland Trust recommends taking some simple precautions if 
you are heading out for a woodland walk. These include not removing 
any plant material (firewood, sticks, leaves or cuttings) and where 
possible, before leaving the woodland, clean soil, mud, leaves and 
other plant material from footwear, clothing, dogs, horses, the wheels 
and tyres of bicycles, baby buggies and other vehicles and remove 
any leaves that are sticking to your car 

If you think you have spotted a tree with the disease round and about 
please let me know as soon as possible. For more information, and 
pictures of the symptoms please go to: 
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/treedisease , or 
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara 

(Photographs courtesy of the Forestry Commission; photograph 1 courtesy 

and copyright of Iben Margarete Thomsen) 

 

 

 

CONSERVATION AREA 

From time to time people contact me anonymously with concerns 
about tree works within the Sherfield Conservation Area. I treat all 
enquiries in confidence so there really is no need to be concerned 
about giving your contact details - if I don’t know who you are, I can’t 
let you know the outcome. 

FRUITING HEDGEROWS 

It seems incredible, but our hedges have been in for over two years 
now, and we even got some fruit from some plants last summer. Even 
though they’re young, the hedges have coped pretty well with both 
flood and drought. We need to keep the hedges weeded and mulched 
for a bit longer to help them establish, and the more hands to help 
with this, the better. If you would be interested in giving up a few 
hours over a weekend from time to time, do please let me know.   

Jane 

Tel: 880852 or email jane@janejordan.me 

 

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/treedisease
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara
mailto:jane@janejordan.me
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Goddard’s Lane, Sherfield-on-Loddon HOOK, Hants. RG27 0EZ 

The Garage at Sherfield 
www.thegarageatsherfield.co.uk 

Have a
 se

rv
ic

e w
ith

 

your M
OT a

nd g
et 

your M
OT fo

r £
30 

MOT’s Cars and 
Motorcycles 
Service 
Diagnostics 
Repairs 
Air Conditioning 
Recovery 
 
Collection and Delivery 
service available. 

90% of 
our work 
is repeat 
business 

Tel: 01256 882271 
Mobile: 07812 939 498 

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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Basingstoke Window      
Cleaning Services 

We use a pure water, reach and wash 
system for a perfect smear-free finish 

 Windows Cleaned Inside 

 Conservatory Roofs 
Cleaned 

 Guttering Cleared & 
Cleaned 

 Soffits & Fascias Cleaned 
For a free, no obligation quote 

call 

Simon: 07852 117 361 
Dan: 07712 885 345 

 SHERFIELD 0-5’S 

Every Tuesday 10.00am to 12 noon 

Sherfield Park Community Centre 

Climbing frame, toys, parachute 
games, singing,  

juice and biscuits, tea and coffee. 
A great place to meet new people and 

make new friends – 
everyone welcome!  Come and join us! 

designed to wear out your children! 

Contacts: Louisa 01256 881229, Beccy 
880894, Kerry 880167  

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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Bramley Church of England Primary School  

On 21st March (Sport Relief day) we have decided to make an 
effort to break the World record for popping bubble-wrap - 
something involving physical exertion that we can all have a go 

at. The main challenge is to find vast quantities of bubble-wrap, and we 
would be grateful for any donations. We would especially like to hear from 
anyone who runs a business with a contact to major suppliers. Please 
phone the school office on 881339 if you can help. 

Topics covered by the children this half term have included studies of 
electricity, space and the universe, the Indian continent, and the 
Caribbean. The space studies included a link to NASA scientists and an 
evening exploration of the night skies with amateur astronomers. Younger 
children have been exploring fantasy worlds. 

We are looking forward to hosting a two-day visit from “Owen’s Animals” 
after half term - an opportunity to observe, learn about and handle exotic 
reptiles and insects from all around the world. 

The new permanent headteacher will take up responsibility at the start of 
the summer term. I have enjoyed my time at the school and extend all 
good wishes to the Bramley and Sherfield community. 

Lyn Downes 

Having a ‘laugh’ with a ‘lite’ version of WI! 

Over thirty members and guests of Bramley WI Lite 
enjoyed their first meeting of the year with a session of 
Laughter Yoga. This is a unique technique devised by Dr 
Madan Kataria, a doctor from India, whereby you learn to 
‘laugh for no reason’. It is a combination of laughter 
exercises with yogic breathing. The session was led by 
Laughter Yoga leader Jannine Muirhead  

The next meetings are:  

Thursday 27th February 2014 
On the beat underwater – fighting crime in a wetsuit! 

Thursday 27th March 2014 
Art class 
 

Bramley WI Lite is the best of the traditional WI with a modern twist. For 
more information visit www.bramleywilite.com  

http://www.bramleywilite.com
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Paul Allen 
Carpentry . Tiling .  

General House Maintenance 
  

Local Reliable Friendly Service 
 

Established over 20yrs 
Tel. 0118 9702243  

Email prm.allen@hotmail.co.uk 

 

There’s never enough time to do …   
Garden Clearance, Seasonal Tidies, Grass Cutting, Turfing, Hedge      

Trimming, Steam Cleaning (Patios, Paths, Walls), Creosoting.  

We offer weekly, fortnightly, monthly, quarterly visits or one-off tidy ups 
Tel: 01256 880333 or Mob: 07776 211211  

www.masonsgardens.co.uk    
enquiries@masonsgardens.co.uk 

 

Will’s Garden Services 

Tel: 07951917943/01256 881354 

Email: cole114@msn.com 

A complete range of garden 

services: Garden clearance, Mowing, 

Hedgetrimming, Paving, Pruning, 

Fencing, Turfing, Tree Care 

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

mailto:cole114@msn.com
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Head teacher reports to Probus 

Roger Busk, a retired junior school head teacher was the 
speaker at the Probus Club of Basingstoke. He talked about 
his wide experience of teaching in different schools and how 
things have changed in the educational system. He believes that the 
introduction of the national curriculum complemented by continuing 
professional development for teachers training has had a significant 
positive effect on schooling. Previously schools were left to manage their 
own policies of what and how to teach children; some were good and 
others not so good. Much depended on the leadership of each head 
teacher and whether they were able to inspire their staff. Ofsted 
inspections are gradually raising the bar and all schools are required to 
continue to aim higher even when their standards are satisfactory.  

Roger’s advice to parents looking for a school for their child is to visit the 
potential new school to see for themselves how things are run and what 
the atmosphere is like in the classroom. If it fails to impress then parents 
should look elsewhere if possible. 

For information on Probus and how to join visit 
www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com  

News from the 
Hampshire and Isle of 

Wight Wildlife Trust 

 

The River Itchen is considered to be one 
of the best examples of a chalk river in 
Europe. But the water quality of the 
Itchen, and the wildlife communities it 
supports, are under real threat from 
significant levels of phosphorus being 
discharged into it. We are calling for 
meaningful controls to be introduced 
before iconic chalk river species such as 
water crowfoot, Atlantic salmon and the highly endangered white-clawed 
crayfish are irretrievably lost. 

For more information on Trust membership, campaigns, activities and 
courses visit www.hiwwt.org.uk, or contact 01489 774400.   

http://www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com
mailto:www.hiwwt.org.uk
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ASH BROOK 
FUNERAL  
DIRECTORS 
& MONUMENTAL 
MASONS 
 

 Independent family Funeral 

Director 

 Day or night we provide a 

complete personal, caring & 
professional service for all 

your funeral requirements 

 Dignified funeral service £895 

plus disbursements 

 
Please call Terina on  
01256 881002 
Ash Lane, Silchester, RG7 2NL 
 
www.ashbrookfunerals.co.uk 

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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Sherfield and District Gardening Club 

On Monday 17th March Rosie Hardy (frequent Gold 
Medal winner at the Chelsea Flower Show) will take us 
through the varieties, growth and care of perennials. 
Rosie’s talks are always very interesting and, as a 
bonus, there are usually a few plants for sale!  

Barry Newman will be our guest speaker on 
Monday 7th April. Barry is a well known grower, 
exhibitor, lecturer and judge. His roles include chairmanship  of the 
Southern Region of the National Vegetable Society and membership of 
the National Executive. He is a very entertaining speaker and will be 
sharing with you a few gems of information and tips on growing 
vegetables.  

Once again we will have stalls at Percy’s Plant Sale on 10th May and at 
the village fete on the 14th June. We will be very happy to take any 
spare plants you have to sell on our stalls. If you have any gaps in your 
garden the plant sale and the fete are ideal places to pick up high 
quality, locally grown plants at a reasonable price. We look forward to 
seeing you there.  

Anyone interested in gardening will be most welcome to join us at the 
Monday meetings - Sherfield Village Hall at 7:45pm 

Sherfield-on-Loddon And The First World War 

With the centenary of 1914 in mind, a small group of residents is getting 
together to find out about the men commemorated on the village war 
memorial. We would like to hear from anyone interested in helping us – 
relatives perhaps – or those who just enjoy finding out about the history 
of the village. Please contact: Lesley Mason: 

01256 883814 
ljenmason@btinternet.com   

www.sherfieldshow.hampshire.org.uk  

mailto:ljenmason@btinternet.com
http://www.sherfieldshow.hampshire.org.uk
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R. T. Mitchell & Sons 

Local Building Contractors est. 1972 

HOUSES - EXTENSIONS - ALTERATIONS -  GARAGES 

LOFT CONVERSIONS 

RESTORATION OF LISTED BUILDINGS 

45 London Road, Old Basing 

Tel: 01256 352225 

Web-site – www.rtmitchellandsons.co.uk 

       e-mail – enquiries@rtmitchellandsons.co.uk 

Page 27 
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A Neighbourhood Plan for 

Sherfield-on-Loddon 

Thank you to all those who braved 
the weather to attend the Open 
Sessions on 8th February at the 
Village Hall when 91 residents 
attended and at the Sherfield Park 
Community Centre on 15th February 
when 46 residents attended. 

The working group had prepared a range of displays, including maps 
of the parish with the boundaries, the conservation area and the 
Borough’s strategic gap. There were displays to illustrate the 
Neighbourhood Plan process, the results of the initial consultation 
survey and of housing additions in the parish over the past 40 years. 
Lastly there were maps to illustrate possible areas of threat from 
developers and possible small scale development sites which could 
be used to counter any large scale proposals, so as to maintain the 
character and integrity of the parish. 

Many of those who attended commented on the thorough nature of 
the work so far and the valuable presence of the working group who 
helped to explain the process and the displays. In the words of one 
person, the presentations succeeded ‘in putting over a difficult and 
challenging situation’. 

The next stage in the process involves extending the 
consultation to all residents and asking you to complete the 
questionnaire, which is included with this edition of the Loddon 
Valley Link. Instructions for completing the questionnaire and its 
return are on the form itself and the web link to the online 

questionnaire is also on the form.  

It is intended to publish the results of the questionnaire ready for the 
Annual Parish Meeting on 9th May. This meeting will also provide an 
opportunity for local residents to voice their views direct to the Parish 
Council. 

Thereafter, there will be further opportunities for public consultation to 
feed into the writing of the plan and to comment on the final version of 
the plan, before it is submitted for scrutiny and referendum. 
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GO TO CHURCH ON FRIDAY 

 

In 2004 the Church of England published a Report entitled ‘Mission-
shaped Church’. It summarised the ways in which society had 
changed in the previous thirty years, especially in 
our understanding of community and how we relate 
to one another. Sunday had become another 
Saturday especially in terms of shopping and sport 

 People were vastly more mobile 

 We were no longer defining our communities  
through where we lived, but also through 
leisure activities, work and friendships 

 Many people in Britain now had only minimum knowledge of the 
Christian faith 

As a result, regular attendance at 
church was continuing to decline at 
a fast rate. In addition, the 
centuries old parochial system, 
which saw ‘church’ only as a map 
of territorial divisions, was no 
longer able fully to deliver the church’s mission. It was unlikely that 
our diverse culture could be reached by one standard form of church. 

The Report then went on to describe many forms of ‘church’ that had 
emerged in response to this: 

*Cafe church *School-linked church *Seeker church  
*Leisure-based church  *Youth church *Church plant 

All of these styles or types of church (they have become known as 
‘Fresh Expressions' of church) are ways in which the church has 
sought to engage with the variety of diverse cultures we see today. 

Fresh Expressions start, not with an invitation, but with an offer: “we 
are willing to come to you and serve you. We will help you to develop 
church in a way that is appropriate for you.” The aim is not to provide 
a stepping stone into existing church but to form and sustain a fresh 
expression of church.   

 

Socie
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=fLT8wRGAIKOwVM&tbnid=yFP09XF6b98jAM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.st-teresas.org.uk%2FChurches_Together.htm&ei=9obnUvudFoTX0QXNy4CIBA&bvm=bv.59930103,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFXH
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In the Autumn of 2011 Bob and Rody Politt took 
the bold step of going to the newly built 
Community Centre in Sherfield Park to join with 
a group of parents there to 
create a Messy Church for 
families. 

Across the country Messy Church had become 
one of the most popular Fresh Expressions. A 
typical Messy Church session comprises: 

 Craft or other activities that explore and enhance the Biblical 
passage for the session 

 A worship session or celebration with songs, prayer, Bible story, 
teaching 

 A meal, with everyone sitting around tables 

Very many Messy Churches are held on church premises which 
means that equipment and storage for activities are readily available.  
Worship can also take place in the church. 

At the Community Centre, however, you will see mums and helpers 
arrive with crates full of all the requirements for the session. 

In our case, we must also create our 
own temporary worship area. 

We meet with a small group of mums to 
plan each month’s programme - the 
activities, what shall we eat, how shall 
we present the teaching.  

There is a small group of loyal 
supporters from St. Leonard’s who 
provide assistance with our Prayer 
Corner, prepare tables and chairs and, 
of course, staff the kitchen. A couple from the United Reformed 
Church, who live nearby, have been loyal helpers from the beginning. 

One important way in which we differ from other Messy Churches is 
that we must rent the Community Centre, albeit at a favourable rate 
and St. Leonard’s Church has supported Messy Church financially 
since its inception by supplementing the contributions made by 
parents. 

(Continued on page 33) 
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Messy Church now regularly sees around thirty children as well as 
parents and helpers. Many of the families retain a strong link with St. 
Leonard’s. All are invited to attend St. Leonard’s especially for  Family 
Services and other special occasions. 

So remember  

 it’s messy! messy in the sense that it’s 
not formal - but it is organised 

 it’s Church! it’s not a bridge into ‘proper 
Sunday church’ -  

 - but part of the greater church just like 
any other congregation 

 it’s open to all! so why not drop in on a 
Messy Church session? 

 no need to do anything - just.... 
 

GO TO CHURCH ON FRIDAY          
The sessions are normally once a month. The next session is: 

Friday 14th March 2014 

4.15pm - 5.30pm 

Sherfield Community Centre 

Spontaneous Easter 

Lots of fun, worship and craft for all the family, breakout sessions for 
over 9s.  Hot meal for the children so booking (with notification of food 

allergies) is essential 
 

For more information and to book, please contact : 
Amanda_prince4@hotmail.com 

Or on Facebook : Messy Church-Sherfield On Loddon 

 

Messy Church reflects a God of joy who wants his 
people to have life in all its fullness 

Carol & Sammie 

(Continued from page 31) 
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Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 
 

Meeting dates 

The next full Parish Council meeting dates are 12th 
March 2014 and 9th April 2014 at 7.30pm in the 
Liddell Room. 

Neighbourhood Plan 

 The Neighbourhood plan is gathering momentum but there is 
still time to become involved, so if you are live in either Taylor’s 
Farm, Sherfield village or the hamlets of Church End or 
Wildmoor, and would like to have a say in the future of your 
community please come along to the meetings. If you would like 
more information about what is involved then please contact the 
Clerk. Meetings take place on the third Thursday of every 
month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 

Illegal Encampments 

There have been several illegal encampments on Parish 
Council land recently and in the last year the Parish Council has 
spent over £8,000 removing them, clearing up after them and 
installing preventative fencing in order to deter them from 
returning. The Parish Council employed bailiffs to remove the 
recent illegal encampment on the village green and will not 
hesitate to use them again if necessary. 

War Memorial 

In January the War Memorial suffered criminal damage, with 
someone trying to remove the sword from it, an abhorrent act 
which has deeply saddened the Parish Council. The incident 
was reported to the police; the estimate to repair the damage is 
around £800. If anyone has any information about who caused 
this damage then please contact the police. 

Karen Ross - Clerk to the Parish Council, Sherfield-on-Loddon, 
PO Box 6862, Basingstoke, RG24 4QZ    Telephone: 01256 
842662   Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 

mailto:clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk
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Village Hall Matters 

 

WHAT’S ON IN 2014 

The following events have been scheduled for the rest of the year.   

We do hope you will attend and enjoy! 

 

Sat 15th March QUIZ NIGHT AT THE VILLAGE HALL 

Sun 23rd March ANTIQUES FAIR 

Fri 9th May  ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Sat 10th May   PERCY’S PLANT SALE 

Sat 14th June   SHERFIELD FETE 

Sat 5th July  SUMMER BARN DANCE 

Sat 6th Sep  SHERFIELD SHOW 

Sat 13th Sep  LAST NIGHT OF THE PROMS 

Sat 27th Sep  SHERFIELD BEER FESTIVAL 

Sat 18th Oct   60s/70s NIGHT 

Sat 25th Oct  HOLLY MARKET 

Sat 6th Dec  BIG BAND CONCERT 

Sat 13th Dec   CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

 

Please don’t forget the Village Coffee Morning on the 2nd Saturday 

of each month at 10.30am in the Garden Room. All welcome. 
 

 

For more information on clubs and groups, events & booking the hall, 

visit:  

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

“At the heart of our community for over 100 years” 

 

Sherfield on Loddon Village Hall 
Reg. Charity No. 272385 
Tel: 01256 883624 

Email: info@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 
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M.W (Building Contractors) 

Ltd 

General Builders  
maintenance & repairs 
painting & decorating 

electrical incl. appliance testing 
plumbing & heating 

purpose made joinery 
stockist of rockery stone 

 

Tel: 01256 882736 / 882368 / 
0836 626323 

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

PEST CONTROL 
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Please support a London Marathon for 

Southampton Neonatal Unit! 

in memory of our little boy Flynn James  
(24/11/13 - 8/12/13) 

Kevin and I have lived on Sherfield Park for 3 years now and 
we have two beautiful daughters; Lily (10) and Evie (22 
months) We have enjoyed playing an active part in the community since 
we moved here but we could never have anticipated how much the 
community would pull together to help us. 

Our little boy Flynn was born to us on the 24th November 2013. We knew 
he was not going to live for very long as he was diagnosed with a rare 
chromosome abnormality called Trisomy 18 (Edwards syndrome). There 
are no words to describe how it feels to be told this. We were transferred 
to the Southampton Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, who hold you as well 
as your your baby throughout the whole journey. Kev and I wanted to be 
the best mummy and daddy Flynn could ask for, even in the short time 
we had with him. The phenomenal doctors and nurses at Southampton 
gave us strength when we felt we couldn’t cope, helped us learn to 
become the parents we wanted to be for Flynn, listened when we needed 
an ear and quietly left when we needed time. There are no words to say 
how grateful I am that they allowed us to be mummy and daddy to our 
little boy when he needed us the most.  

This is where we ask for your help! On April 13th 2014, Nick Taylor will 
be running the London Marathon in support of the Neonatal Unit and we 
are asking that you make a donation in support of his effort. Nick has 
been training at an astonishing pace, through all the wind, ice and rain - 
lots of rain! - to be fit enough to complete the 26.3 mile test of endurance. 
It is difficult to express how grateful Kev and I are for this gesture of 
support. We are hoping to get closer to our £5000 target which will allow 
us to donate the equipment needed to help the babies and the doctors 
and nurses who do so much above and beyond the call of duty. Please 
visit our Just Giving page www.justgiving.com/flynnjamesstaines to read 
more about our family’s journey, and donate towards Nick’s marathon if 
you can. Please encourage Nick by leaving a him good luck message - 
we will be cheering his awesome effort on from the sidelines with 
memories of our little boy racing alongside him. 

Thank you 

Rosy Staines 

http://www.justgiving.com/flynnjamesstaines
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TEXT FOR THE MONTH…  …    

Isaiah 42: 6 & 7  (The NIV Bible) 

‘I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of  your 
hand. I will keep you and will make you  to be a covenant for the people 
 and a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that are blind, to free captives 
from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. 

Prayer for the Month. 

Gracious God, we thank you at this time of Lent, for the example you 
have shown us in Christ. Forgive us that we so rarely follow his example.  
We turn a blind eye to what we know to be wrong, even bending the 
rules ourselves. We go along with the crowd rather than face being 
thought different. We close our eyes and ears to what we would rather 
not think about. We make excuses for, and seek to justify, our faults. We 
give way to temptation, promising that next time will be different. We 
wash our hands of difficult decisions, claiming that it is none of our 
business. You challenge us to stand up for what is right.  Forgive us and 
renew us through your Spirit, restore us through your love, equip us with 
your power and so enable us to live faithfully as your people.  

In Jesus name we pray.  Amen 

Prayer Points for March 

We pray for all those who have suffered in the floods during 
this winter. May the sense of community enable all who 
suffered to see the needs of those around them and respond 
with loving hearts 

Pray for the future of our planet that all heed the warnings signs and plan 
to change their behaviour  

Pray for those who are recovering from illness and for those undergoing 
debilitating treatment and face an uncertain future. Pray that the Holy 
Spirit will calm their fears and help them to trust in you. 

Pray for peace in Syria and Afghanistan and all countries where violence 
and terror cause so many to live in fear each day. Pray for leaders to 
take forward the peace processes in these countries. 

Give thanks for the signs of spring as we enjoy flowers appearing again 
in our gardens and along the hedge rows. 
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Envelope Scheme 

 

Over the years we have frequently been asked by our readers how they 
can make a contribution towards the cost of producing the Loddon 
Valley Link.  Many are unable to give their time but would like to make a 
donation in appreciation of receiving the magazine free of charge on a 
monthly basis. This resulted in a voluntary envelope scheme being 
started on a biannual basis. The income from such a scheme has in the 
past been highly encouraging and has helped us to keep ahead of the 
costs involved  in producing the magazine. We will be repeating this 
scheme in the April edition, where an envelope will be enclosed with 
each copy requesting a donation with a choice of location as to where to 
leave the envelope.  This is an entirely voluntary scheme and donations 
remain anonymous. All those involved in producing the magazine do so 
on a voluntary basis and the envelope scheme response gives them 
much encouragement that their efforts are appreciated by the 
community at large. Just a small amount in each envelope is all we ask. 
Look out for the envelope next month. Thank you for your support. 

Donald Dawson   

Beat officer’s report 

My name is Martyn Evans, and I am replacing PC Mandy Jewell, who has 
now retired. I have been a police officer for six years, and have worked as 
a response officer in Basingstoke and in Bristol (with Avon and Somerset 
Constabulary). I then returned to Hampshire in 2011 and worked on the 
prisoner handling interview teams, before joining the Tadley beat team in 
August 2012 as Acting Sergeant.  

I am looking forward to the challenges that lie ahead and will be working 
closely with PCSO Jim Rickaby, who has been on the beat a number of 
years now. My aim is to make Bramley and the surrounding area a hostile 
place for criminals and others who act in an anti social manner. 

You can follow us on @TadleyPolice twitter where regular updates on 
local matters are posted, but please don’t report crime on this site. For 
non-emergency matters please use the 101 service.  

I look forward to meeting you all. 
Martyn PC 25569 Evans 
Bramley and Sherfield-on-Loddon Beat Officer. 
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Evergreens  May MacQueen 

The February meeting was our AGM. After the minutes of the 
previous AGM were read and accepted by the members 
present,  Jean Berntsen our chairperson/treasurer gave the 
financial report for the year ended 31st December 2013. This 
was followed by the election of the committee and as there 
were no additional nominations the previous committee were re
-elected for another year.  

After the AGM everyone enjoyed a general knowledge quiz 
which was won by Sylvia Miles. This was followed by tea and 
biscuits and the raffle was drawn.  

At the next meeting on the 3rd March our speaker will be Lindy 

Richardson from The Pink Place Basingstoke.  

Bells at Sherfield 

The Sherfield bell ringers urgently need some new 
recruits as about half the band have moved out of the 
parish or gone to university in the last six months. 
Ringing church bells is a lively and enjoyable hobby and 
requires neither musical ability nor strength. There is no 
requirement to attend church services and only some of the 
current band do so. Recruits need to be at least 13 years old; 
there is no upper age limit. If interested, please learn more 
about us by coming to see us ring. 

Chris Ford 01256 470174 

sherfield.bells@BTinternet.com 

The Women’s Institute 

Next meeting: Wednesday, 5th March at 2 p.m. 

Speaker: Mrs Carter - “Monet and his gardens” 

mailto:sherfield.bells@BTinternet.com
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The Rotary Club of Basingstoke are holding three special 
events in the first half of 2014. 
 
On Sunday 27 April from 10.00 we are holding our Garden and 
Craft Festival at Milestones, Basingstoke Leisure Park. There 
will be garden exhibitors selling plants and dispensing free 
garden advise. We have 30 craft stalls in our large marquee, 
and there are musical and dancing events for the whole family. 
There are food and refreshment stalls, face painting, temporary 
tattoos and much more. Proceeds towards Basingstoke 
Mencap, Spotlight, and other Rotary charities. 
 
At The Lord Wandsworth College, Long Sutton, on Friday 2 May 
at 18.30, we are holding our popular classical music evening. A 
varied programme will be performed by the Steinberg Duo. 
There will also be performances by local young musicians, and 
you can enjoy the beautiful college surroundings, beginning with 
the reception and art exhibition by college students, followed by 

canapés and wine. The event supports the College Foundation 

and Basingstoke Rotary local charities. 
 
Sunday 18 May is the date for our annual Charity Walk. Starting 
at Hannington radio mast near Kingsclere, there is a choice of 
three circular walks of approximately 4, 7 and 10 miles. The 
start time is between 09.00 and 10.00 and after the walk a 
barbecue and refreshments can be enjoyed, this being included 
in the entrance fee. This walk is an excellent vehicle to raise 
money both for your favourite charity and local Rotary charities. 
 
For full information on all the above events please visit 
www.basingstoke.rotaryweb.org  

http://www.basingstoke.rotaryweb.org
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All activities must be booked in advance visit  

Tel:  01256 883967 or email    

admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk  

PUB NIGHT 
15th March 

 Licensed Bar 
 Pub Games 
 Pub Food 
 Bouncy castle 
 Comfortable seating area 
 Snacks and children's refreshments 
  

6pm - late 

Check out our website for details on all our classes and activities 

www.sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 
There is something for everyone 

For adults 
Zumba, Pilates, Yoga, Spinning, Badminton, Ballroom, Latin.  
Ballet & Tap 
For children 
Theatre4Kids, Ballet & Tap, Ball Skills, Rugbytots, 
Football, Streetdance,  Youth Zone 
Community groups 
Sherfield 0-5s, Bump into Mums, Messy 
Church , Over 55s group, Fabrics & Threads 

 

 

 
2014 DATES FOR YOUR  

DIARY 
 

7th April 10am - 12pm -  EASTER PLAY DAY 
11th April 12 - 4pm  - EASTER FAMILY FUN DAY 

10th May 7 - 10pm - LAST NIGHT OF THE PROMS 
14th May - OVER 55s QUIZ & PLOUGHMANS NIGHT 

June 2014 - FARMERS MARKET 
5th July 12pm to late - SHERFEST! 

Tues/Wed eves Jul/Aug - SUMMER STREETZ/PLAYSCHEME 
JUL/AUG   - More pub nights/afternoon teas 

Rooms also available for 
hire.  Parties, meetings or 

special occasions 
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Happy Faces Playgroup 

Sherfield-on-Loddon 

“Bring your happy face to our  
happy place” 

 
A small, friendly playgroup for  

children aged 2 years 6 months to 
school age 

 
Flexible Sessions 
including all day 

Further information:  
01256 880903 

Prospectus/application form:  
07791 141176 

 
happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk 
 www.happyfacesplaygroup.co.uk 

Est. 1982. Charity No. 1029688 

TOTALLY AIRPORTS

CARS AND MPV’S FOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY

AND BUSINESS REQUIREMENTS

AIRPORTS, DOCKS, LONG DISTANCE

01256 371847 or      

07786 546002

 

Email: totallyairports01@talktalk.net

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

mailto:happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.happyfacesplaygroup.co.uk
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 

MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 

Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans  
available. 

1 Seal Road, Basingstoke, 
RG21 7NQ  

Tel: 01256 844663 

01256880853  

07770851598 

Bramley 

Plumbing 

Services Ltd. 
Trading Standards 

Approved since 
2005 

We install beautiful 

bath and shower rooms 

with care and attention 

by time served, 

qualified tradesmen. 

We replace radiator 

repairs and undertake 

many smaller plumbing 

jobs such as leaking 

taps, toilets that won’t 

flush outside tap 

servicing. All aspects of 

domestic and small 

commercial non gas 

plumbing…..free 

estimates 

Contact us online 

about your project 

or problem -
bramleyplumbing.co.uk  

 

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
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YOUR LOCAL TRADE PROFESSIONAL      
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, HEATING AND 

ELECTRICAL NEEDS 

TEL: 01256 880044  MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

 PLUMBING & HEATING SPECIALIST 

 Bathrooms & shower installations 

 Solar thermal installations and energy-friendly controls 

 Gas Safe and Oftec registered for peace of mind with 

gas and oil installations 
29164 

Serving the local community for 30 years 

Telephone: 01256 882309 

Email: adrian@awburt.com 

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

For a Warm Friendly Welcome 

THE SHOP IN SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON 
Selling a vast range of groceries including: 

Local Bakery bread & Cakes   Market fresh fruit & veg 
Quality fresh meat & poultry  Excellent selection of Wine 

Beer Spirits & Tobacco                
All at competitive prices 

THE SHOP, Reading Road, Sherfield 
Telephone: 01256 882234 

Open: Monday—Saturday 7.00 am to 7.00 pm 
Sundays 9.00 am to 5.00 pm   Orders taken for Delivery 
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Pelican Cancer Foundation (a 
Basingstoke charity located on 
the North Hampshire Hospital 
campus) is hosting a fundraising 
event, a private viewing of 2013’s 
critically acclaimed British-Asian comedy Jadoo. 

Jadoo is a colourful and engaging food-feud-and-family comedy 
feature film set in Leicester. It centres on two brothers, both chefs, 
who fall-out catastrophically and set-up rival restaurants, on opposite 
sides of the same road. 

Guests will be joined by a member of the production team who will 
introduce the film. In keeping with the theme of the evening, tickets 
also include a delicious two-course Indian meal. 

This latest fundraising event for Pelican Cancer Foundation follows 
December’s hugely popular Christmas shopping event at The 
Vineyard, Stockcross which raised over £3,000 for the charity. 

The Ark Conference Centre in Basingstoke 7:00 pm 

Tickets cost £25 and can be purchased by contacting Pelican on either 

events@pelicancancer.org or 01256 314 746 

Singers for Funerals 

At Singers for Funerals, we've helped many families choose 
music to help celebrate a loved one's life at their funeral. 
Often those left behind have no idea where to start with 
music choices, or what the options are. 

We can help with sensible, practical tips on choosing funeral music, 
including hymns the family might like to sing and song they'd rather 
someone else sang! We have years of experience in singing all type of 
music both in local churches and in crematoriums, and we know from 
feedback that our singing both helps the family and is enjoyed by the 
mourners. 

Toni Nunn 
Singers for Funerals 
email: toni@singersforfunerals.co.uk 
tel: 01252 511 762 
mob: 07774 133 155 
web:  www.singersforfunerals.co.uk 

mailto:events@pelicancancer.org
mailto:toni@singersforfunerals.co.uk
http://www.singersforfunerals.co.uk
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882605 
882426 
882337 
  
882534 
465214 

882334  
882414 
881973  
882798 
882798 
880903 
882426 
881839 
 
882534 
882106 
01189 332 379 
882351 
842662 
07554 775617 
101 
880075 
882210 
882687 
882344 
882605 
882341 
880075 
881021 
883551 
880852 
882605 
882453 
882410 
 
883624 
0794 021 2441 
883838 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments 
Basingstoke Gazette   
Brownies 
St. Leonard’s Church                             
Breach Lane Chapel 
Catholic Church 
Clift Surgery Patient Group 
Cricket Club (Sherfield) 
Cricket Club (ST & HW) 
Evergreens                    
Football (Junior)              
Happy Faces Playgroup 
Loddon Players 
Loddon Quilters 
Loddon Valley Link 
Lunch Club.  
NWR   
Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting 
Sherfield Parish Council 
Police - local beat officer 
Police - report an incident 
Poppies 
Post Office 
Rainbows 
Sherfield. Community Care Grp  
Sherfield Fete 
Sherfield Dist. Gardening Club 
Sherfield Show 
Short Mat Bowls 
Toddler Group 0-5s  
Tree Warden.  
Village Green Volunteers 
Whist Drive  
Women’s Institute 
Village Hall  
Caretaker/Bookings 
Management Committee 
Fund Raising Committee                                                                                 

Bruce Batting      
Chris Horton 
Sue Handasyde-Dick 
See inside back page 
Geoff Belsham                            
Fr. Chris Rutledge 
John Darker 
Andy Stevens 
Paul Baldwin 
Jean Berntsen 
Fred Berntsen  
Peggy Hutchins                         
Chris Horton 
Pris O’Rourk 
(See back pages )  
Helen Belsham                           
Gill Fearon 
Penny Mayo 
Sheila Campbell (Chair) 
Karen Ross (Clerk)                 
PC  James Rickaby 
Police Control Room 
Natalie Larner 
 
Pam Luck 
Doreen Tosswill 
Bruce Batting 
Linda Syckelmoore 
Natalie Larner                                  
Norman Stanley 
Judith Sullivan                           
Jane Jordan 
Bruce Batting                         
Virgilius Vickers  
Val Denny                                                                 
 
Loraine Smith 
Ivan Gosden 
Alan Ball                                                                    

Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA. Reliable & affordable service. 
Friendly, easy-going & experienced lady who cleans every corner. 
References. Sunday morning clean after Saturday party also 
available . Tel 07933 316989. Email mariacleaning@live.co.uk 

LOCAL DRIVING INSTRUCTOR  Experienced (20 years) now living in 
Sherfield Park.  Good results, patient with learners, also Pass Plus and 
refresher lesson. Graham Ling 01256 882584 

LOCAL PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR and EXTERIOR DECORATOR  
First class job guaranteed.  Over 30 years experience. No job too 
small.  For a free estimate ring Ian on 01256 882132 or mobile 
07876021772 

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER  Self Assessment Tax 
Returns, Arrears, Claims, Payroll, Self Employed, VAT Returns.  Initial 
consultation free. Call: 07920 112533 or email: 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

SEWING, EXPERIENCED AND CONVENIENT. Di is now back in the 
conservatory at D H Watergardens, Sherfield Garden Centre. Bespoke 
dressmaking, clothing alterations, repairs, curtains & blinds and soft 
furnishings. Call Diana on 07796 045944. 

P C SUPORT.  For technical help with PCs, Macs, Tablets, Internet,     
Wi-Fi: Repairs, Upgrades and Installation: Call Ian on 07977 143310. 

INSIDE/OUT. Garden maintenance, mowing, planting. Alterations, 
everything considered. Home maintenance, carpentry, tiling, flooring.   
Tel: 01256 882696 or 077134 70223. email: 
rdam549@googlemail.com. 

LET THEM EAT CAKE.  Celebration cakes for all occasions, including 
weddings, christenings and birthdays. Please call Sarah on 01256 
882666/ 07906174621 for more information. 

BLOOMING CUPCAKES offers you the most beautiful Cupcake 
Bouquets, free local delivery.  For more information take a look on 
www.bloomingcupcakes.co.uk or call 01189 326394 

WINDOW CLEANER. Windows cleaned or gutters cleared - one off or 
regularly. Local, reliable Window Cleaner (testimonials available). For 
a quote call Pete Owen on 07762 616600 pjhcleaning@btinternet.com 

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchins@msn.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
http://www.bloomingcupcakes.co.uk
mailto:pjhcleaning@btinternet.com
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SINGING AND PIANO LESSONS. All ages, abilities and confidence 
levels welcome. Liz Scott Hall MA, LTCL (Member ISM and ISME, 
CRB checked)  For further information call 01256 882562, or Mob 
07811197761. Email: esh@music-is-fun.co.uk 

FUNKY FUN & FORMAL PLANTERS. Wooden planters of all sizes 
and designs made to order, troughs, towers wall mounted or hanging. 
Also interior planters. Reclaimed materials used on some designs. tel: 
01256 882696 or 077134 70223. email: rdam549@googlemail.com 

BLOSSOMING BUTTERCUPS. Baby Massage with the IAIM and 
Baby Messy Play. Small affordable groups at Sherfield Park. One to 
one private tuition available for baby massage. Go to www.blossoming-
buttercups.co.uk  or Christine on 07557133606 

BABYSITTER. Available covering local area. Qualified nurse, now a 
school matron, available for evening babysitting for children of all ages. 
GSOH, reliable, CRB checked. Contact Nicky on 07896827904.  

DOMESTIC HELP REQUIRED by professional couple, up to 8 hours 
per week.  Duties to include ironing and general 
housework.  Experience required.  Please email CV’s to 
suenightingale.kf@gmail.com. 

HOLIDAY COTTAGE TO LET IN  NOSS MAYO DEVON.  
2 bedrooms, lovely views, 15 mins walk to Stoke beach and 9 mile 
costal path walks, 10min walk to Newton Ferries pubs and village 
10min drive to Mothercombe beach, 20mins from Bigbury /Plymouth. 
No pets allowed.  Contact Vickie on 01256 880391. 

EXPERIENCED QUALIFIED GARDENER. Regular or one off visits. 
mowing, tidy ups, hedge cutting, spraying, planting. Free garden 
consultations. Contact Colin. 07940 585855, colin.w@gardener.com 

AQUATIC STORE. Fish, tropical and cold water, aquatic plants, ponds 
and accessories, water features and more. Please visit The 
Watergardens, Sherfield Garden Centre, Wildmoor Lane.  Tel 01256 
882911. 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
Small ads are £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space    

permitting. Requests are dealt with in order.  
Advertising enquiries to:      Pip Iles Tel. 01256 880559 

 advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk 

Deadline for ads. for next edition is 10th of the month 

mailto:esh@music-is-fun.co.uk
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
http://www.blossoming-buttercups.co.uk
http://www.blossoming-buttercups.co.uk
mailto:suenightingale.kf@gmail.com
mailto:colin.w@gardener.com


 

 

Loddon Valley Link Management Committee 

Editor for the April edition – Jane Abrams 

Email: editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk 

Committee  Member: Revd. Sammie Armstrong. Tel. 01189816593 

 email: sc.cedars@greenbee.net  

Hartley Rep.: Dr. John Williams     Tel. 01256 882705 

 email: lawnfarm@aol.com 

Sherfield Park Rep: Eileen Leivesley       Tel: 01256 882938 

 email: eileen.leivesley@sky.com 

Stratfield Saye Rep: Germano Giugovaz   Tel: 01189 332166   

Editor: Claire Osborne        Tel. 01256 324458 

 email: guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk 

Editor: Simon Boase  Tel: 01256 881250 

 email: sibo999@gmail.com 

Editor: Brian Archer    Tel. 01256 882099 

 email: brianarcher@btinternet.com 

Editor: Jane Abrams   Tel. 01256 881188 

 email: jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk 

Advertising enquiries to:      Pip Iles Tel. 01256 880559 
 advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk 

Deadline for ads. for next edition is 10th of the month 

Deadline for copy is the 16th of the month 

Chairman: Dr. Donald Dawson     Tel. 01256 882379 

                                     dgdawson@sky.com 

Treasurer:              Pip Iles                          Tel.01256 880559 

Secretary:              Ilene Iles                 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 
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ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
Small ads are £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space    

permitting. Requests are dealt with in order.  
Display Ads, please contact the treasurer below. 

mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

CHURCH OFFICERS 

Priest in Charge Vacancy 
Assistant Priest:  Rev. Sammie Armstrong  Tel: 01189 816593 
Curate:        Rev. John Lenton                   Tel: 01256 880570 
                        Priest responsible for Bramley & Little London 
Licensed               Richard Elphick     Tel. 01256 882860 
Readers:               Dr. John Williams Tel. 01256 882705 
          Andrew Doggart  Tel:  01256 880092 
Church Admin:    Lisa Goodall         Tel: 01256 882788 
ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, SHERFIELD ON LODDON 
Churchwardens: Peter Gould                   Tel. 01256 882538 
 Richard Elphick      Tel. 01256 882860 
Treasurer:  Dan Farrow        Tel. 01256 882680 
Organists: Mike Abrams                    Tel. 01256 881188 
 Brian Archer      Tel. 01256 882099 
ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE 
Churchwarden: Dr. John Williams  Tel. 01256 882705  
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson        Tel: 01256 882459 
Organist  Dr. Gill Williams   Tel. 01256 882705 
ST. MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles                        Tel. 01256 880559                                                                                                                                                                    
Treasurer: Michael Webster   Tel. 01256 882413 
Organists: Dr. Gill Williams  Tel. 01256 882705 
 Andrew Doggart  Tel: 01256 880092 
MESSY CHURCH, SHERFIELD PARK 
Leaders:       Amanda Prince         Tel: 01256 880703 
         Carol Armstrong       Tel: 01189 816593 
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Please note: the Loddon Valley Link Management 
Committee cannot be held responsible for the reliability or 
quality of any goods, work or services in this publication. 

Swaptogs 

New site for exchanging children’s clothes and equipment, run by 
Basingstoke mum Chris Robertson. Further details from: 

Christine Robertson 
Swaptogs Ltd. 

E: admin@swaptogs.co.uk 
crobertson0722@yahoo.com 

T: 07936708855 
www.swaptogs.co.uk 

mailto:admin@swaptogs.co.uk
mailto:crobertson0722@yahoo.com
http://www.swaptogs.co.uk


 

 


