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Editorial 

Welcome to the June edition of Loddon Valley Link. 

Look out for the double page poster for the  
Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Fete, with details of all the 
events and activies. This is a big annual event and is a 
lot of fun, so worth clearing a space 
in your diary for. Helpers are needed, 
so if you are able to do this please 

contact the number on the poster.  

As ever, we are looking for photos, 
especially for the cover. This month’s 
is by R. Fisher. We will be running a 
competition for photos for the Link at 
the Sherfield Show in September, 
with the winners to be announced in 
the October edition. More details in 
the July Link. We also really need 
more articles to make the Link an 
even more interesting read, so if you 
have a club meeting to report on, an 
activity or cultural event you would 
like to write about, or another 
interesting topic such as local history, 
we would love to hear from you. 
Please send in your submissions to: 
editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk. If 
you prefer to be interviewed rather 
than writing an article yourself we’re 

happy to arrange that. 
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New Priest - Update 

Two candidates have now applied for the position as priest-in-charge of 
the united benefice of Sherfield-on-Loddon, Bramley, Hartley Wespall and 

Stratfield Saye. 

Interviews will take place on the 2nd of June, and we all very much hope 

these will result in an appointment. 

Richard Elphick 

mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk
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  Church Services 
 
 

   June 2015 

*Drive up close to the white gates, which will open automatically.  

Children are welcome at all our services.  Services in italics are 
particularly geared to children and families.   

Sunday 14th June                                         Trinity 2     

11.00am Songs of Praise on Sherfield Village Green 

Sunday 21st June          Trinity 3 

10.00am Holy Communion & Sunday Club     St Leonard’s Sherfield 
6.30pm Evensong         St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

Sunday 28th June               Trinity 4 

10.00am   Family Service                                 St Leonard’s Sherfield 

Sunday 5th July          Trinity 5 

10.00am Holy Communion               St Leonard’s Sherfield 
10.00am Family Service        St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
6.30pm Evensong & Holy Communion     St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 

Sunday 7th June          Trinity 1 

10.00am Holy Communion               St Leonard’s Sherfield 
10.00am Family Service        St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
6.30pm Evensong & Holy Communion     St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
Friday 4.15pm   Messy Church                Sherfield Park Community Centre 
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BREACH LANE CHAPEL 
Sherfield on Loddon 
Geoff Belsham 01256 882534 / 07519 708416  

Transport is available for all events at the chapel 

June 2015 Services and Events 

Catholic Services 

St Bede’s and Holy 
Ghost Churches, 

Basingstoke. 

Parish Office  
Tues to Friday  

9.30 am-1.00 pm Tel.465214. 
Sunday Mass 9.00 am, 11.00 am 

and 6.30 pm  

St Leonard’s Open Days 

Everyone is 
welcome to visit for 
reflection, prayer, 
or to view with a 

wedding in mind.  

The church is open in June on the 
6th, 20th and 27th, from 10:00 to 

16:00.  

Thursday 4th 7.45pm House Group & Bible Study at 9 Coopers 

Lane, Bramley 

Friday 5th 10.30am Open Morning at the Chapel including BOOK 

SALE 

Sunday 7th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

Tuesday 9th 2pm Church Walk starting at Chineham District 

Shopping Centre 

  7.30pm Deacons Meeting at Frimley Road 

Friday 12th 10.30am Open Morning at the Chapel including BOOK 

SALE 

Saturday 13th Noon Sherfield Village Fete 

Sunday 14th 10.30am Family Worship led by Geoff Belsham 

Thursday 18th 7.45pm House Group & Bible Study at 9 Coopers 

Lane, Bramley 

Friday 19th 10.30am Open Morning at the Chapel including BOOK 

SALE 

Saturday 20th 2.30pm Saturday Fellowship (DCF) 

Sunday 21st 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

Tuesday 23rd 2pm Church Walk starting at Milestones Museum 

Wednesday 24th 2.30pm Midweek Fellowship at Chapel led by Geoff 

Belsham 

Sunday 28th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 
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PASTORAL LETTER. 

There could have been no-one, least of all the 
Prime Minister, who was not surprised at the 
outcome of the general election. On all sides the 
post mortems have begun, but one cannot argue 
that the outcome was decided by the “shy 
conservatives” who came out to vote but had kept 
their support quiet from the pollsters and public for 
fear of being derided. In the secrecy of the polling booth they had 
placed their cross unobserved. How many Christians are like the “shy 
conservatives” who in the privacy of their home believe in God and 
pray to God but do not openly worship God for fear that their friends 
might deride them by thinking “he/she is not one of the boys/girls 
because he/she is going to church”? I suspect that if there was a 
private poll asking the population in our benefice “do you believe in 
God?” there would be an overwhelming (70-80%) vote for God, and 
yet we see less than 10% of the population showing that belief by 

coming to church. 

“I believe in God but it is personal, so I don’t need to go to church” or 
“they just preach to the converted at church”  are some of the 
thoughts that the “shy Christians” may have. But Christians are 
vulnerable and need the fellowship and teaching to dispel doubts that 
arise in all of us as we go through life. God looks on all people with 
love, and as a father loves his son, so too must the son love the 
father. And that is where the church comes in. It is an opportunity to 
reciprocate the love given to us by our Father in Heaven, to worship 
Him and his son Jesus, who gave his life that we may be saved, and 
to learn more about the only faith that has a living God. There are 
some countries where open Christian worship is banned, yet believers 
gather in secret at great personal risk to worship and give thanks to 
God. Jesus said “where two or three are gathered together, there I will 
be”. And He is with us, day and night, inside church and outside 
church, in the sun and in the rain, whenever we open our hearts to his 

love. 

So don’t be a “shy Christian”. Come and join us at church.  You will 
receive a wonderful welcome and have the opportunity to say thank 
you to God for the blessings He has given you as well as being able to 
worship openly in a free and tolerant society.    

Donald 
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Friday 12th June 2015 

Our Father…… 

 

Lots of craft, worship and tea for the children!  All welcome 
4.15 Arrive, Register, prepare for Worship 
4.30 Worship followed by activities in three groups 
5.15 Meal  - cafe style (finish at 5.30pm) 
 

It is essential that you book (and please advise of any food 
allergies).  For more information and to book, please contact : 
 
Amanda Prince 01256 880733  

amanda-prince4@hotmail.com 

Or on Facebook : Messy Church-Sherfield On Loddon 

   Parish Registers 

 

   Baptism 

Ewan Daniel Szakal    10.05.15   Sherfield 

 

Funeral 

Jean Frances Elizabeth [Jan] Woltman 22.05.15   Sherfield 

mailto:amanda-prince4@hotmail.com
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Miles Elliott 

GARDEN MACHINERY 

SERVICES 

Phone/Fax: 01256 882224 
Mobile:07810573479E-mail: 
miles.elliott@btinternet.com 

Servicing 
Repairs 
Tuning 

Adjustment 
Sharpening 

Turgis Green 

Spring is on its way 
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St Michael’s Hospice Events 

 
Tea at 3 

Becky, Rita & Jeannette will be hosting a ‘Tea at 3’ fund raising event 
for St Michael’s Hospice on Sunday 19th July  2pm - 5pm at The Old 
School, Silchester Road, Bramley (the drive runs alongside the 
allotments). There will be refreshments and cakes available. If anyone 
would like a stall at the event or for further information please contact 

Becky on 07733 466210 / 01256 881358.  Everyone welcome! 

St. Michael’s Home Care 

A new provider of tailored and flexible home care across Basingstoke 

and North Hampshire 

Making arrangements for home care can sometimes 
seem daunting with so much to think about and so 
many questions to be answered. We provide the 
highest level of care, and our experienced team is 
there for you when you need. Whatever level of 
support required, our aim is for you to enjoy life in 
your own home with a friendly, personal service 

that’s tailored to your individual needs and wishes. 

We work closely with our clients and their families to deliver the most 
effective level of care possible. We understand that everyone’s needs 
are unique, so we treat our clients as individuals and take great care to 
put together support packages that are flexible, cost-effective and 
suitable for every person’s individual requirements. Our aim to is to 
provide the highest possible standards of care and to ensure our 

clients’ rights and welfare are at the forefront of all decisions made. 

St. Michael's Home Care is part of the St. Michael’s Group. People 
using our service have the satisfaction that they are supporting a well-
regarded local charity with all profits going into the expansion of the 

free services provided by St. Michael’s Hospice. 

If you or a family member are looking for home care but are unsure 
where to start or what to do, we are happy to discuss your needs and 
talk you through the options available to you. Our Registered Manager 
can be contacted on 0345 4504015, or if you prefer, send us an email 
at info@stmichaelshomecare.co.uk. 

mailto:info@stmichaelshomecare.co.uk
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Stratfield Turgis Village Walk and Picnic 

 

For a late spring walk this year 
two intrepid Walkers and a few 
other locals met up at All Saints 
Church in old Stratfield Turgis. 
From this idyllic spot by the river 
we headed off (with land owner 
permissions) past carp ponds 
and through the old fisheries 
beautiful gardens. We followed 
the river Loddon round in a big 
arc, taking in a portion of the 

Brenda Parker Way to 
the A33 and civilisation! 
Taking the paths we 
made our way through 
the wild flower carpets 
and bluebell woods of 
Hartley Wespall. 
Eventually we returned 
back to the church for a 
well-earned picnic in 
the sunshine.   

 

Watch out for the next walk on 
the website 
www.stratfieldturgis.org.uk 

 

 

 

 Page 13 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

http://www.stratfieldturgis.org.uk


 

 
Page 14 

www.classictreeservices.co.uk 

 

    www.ovenclean.com 

PHONE 01276 473118 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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‘Getting arty’ with WI Lite 

 

Members and guests of 
Bramley WI Lite enjoyed an 
evening of art with local artist, 
Louise Hight at their April 

meeting  

Louise inspired her audience 
with stories of her life journey; 
from working in the 
commercial world of art to 
becoming a highly regarded 
local artist. Alongside this she has also taught art to both children and 

adults. 

So with charcoal in hand, subject in position, paper at the ready the 

ladies from WI Lite embraced their lesson.  

‘Invigorated’, ‘inspired’, ‘impressed’, ‘relaxed’ were just some of the 
words used to describe the experience. All of the ladies who attended 

produced fantastic work. Many hadn’t drawn in over twenty years.  

Anne Grant, President, said ‘What an amazing evening, who would 
have thought that drawing could be so relaxing! Louise is an inspiring 
teacher; everyone did amazingly well and thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves. I think we were all astonished by our hidden talents. It 
really was a great way to spend an evening, helped with a glass of 

wine and a chat with friends.’ 

If you are interested in finding out more about Bramley WI Lite visit 
our website www.bramleywilite.com, or why not come along to our 

next meeting? 

Bramley WI Lite gives a modern twist to the best bits of the traditional 
WI. We usually meet on the fourth Thursday of every month at 8pm in 
the Clift Meadow Pavilion in Bramley; the first two meetings are free 

of charge. We would love to see you there! Our next meetings are: 

Thursday 8th May 2015 Wine tasting and AGM 

Thursday 25th June 2015 Jam and Jerusalem ( celebrating the 

WI’s centenary)  

http://www.bramleywilite.com
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Goddard’s Lane, Sherfield-on-Loddon, HOOK, Hants. RG27 0EZ 

The Garage at Sherfield 
www.thegarageatsherfield.co.uk 

Have a
 se
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e w
ith

 

your M
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nd g
et 

your M
OT fo

r £
30 

MOT’s Cars and 

Motorcycles 
Service 
Diagnostics 

Repairs 
Air Conditioning 
Recovery 

 
Collection and Delivery 
service available. 

90% of 
our work 

is repeat 
business 

Tel: 01256 882271 

Mobile: 07812 939 498 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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Stratfield Saye Parish Report 

 

The Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
AGM was held on 11th May 2015.  
Gary Clarke, from Swallowfield Heart 
Start gave a demonstration of the 
defibrillator and how easy it is to use, 
and most importantly reported on 

how it has helped save lives. 

 

Don’t forget to come and join us to celebrate the 200th anniversary of 
the battle of Waterloo at the Iron Duke and recreation ground. It will be 
fun for all the family with food, stalls and entertainment.  All money 

made will go towards the purchase of 
a Public Access Defibrillator for the 
Parish.  Look out for the 
advertisements which will give all the 
details; make sure you keep the day 
free and come along.  If you have any 
donations for the raffle prizes etc or 
can offer help on the day please 

contact me on 01189332379 or Suzanne 07879533110.   

 

The next coffee mornings are Monday 1st June and 3rd July so I look 

forward to seeing you all. 

 

The next Parish Council meeting has been moved to Monday 13th 
July 2015. The Parish Council need to hear from you so please come 
along. For the rest of the year the dates are:  5th October and 7th 

December 2015 

 

The provisional date for the Parish Christmas lunch is 15th December 

2015 and all are welcome so please keep the date free. 

 

Penny Mayo, Stratfield Saye Parish Clerk 
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Parish Spotlights 

 

The Church of England research and statistics team 
have produced information about parishes, both in terms 
of congregations, but also the wider community living in 
the area. It covers areas such as Christian affiliation, 
population, age and ethnicity profiles, household 
structures, deprivation, employment, schools and 
qualifications, alongside church statistics such as 

attendance and giving.  

There is interesting information to be found in the 
spotlights. For example, did you know that across the 
parishes of Sherfield-on-Loddon, Bramley and Stratfield 
Saye with Hartley Wespall and Stratfield Turgis the 
proportion of the population with a bachelor’s degree or 
higher qualification is 40% - while nationally it is 27%? 

The age profile of the population across the parishes is: 

 

 

 

 

 

In the 2011 census 66% of the Sherfield parish declared themselves 
as Christian, compared to 78% in 2001. 63% of Bramley parish 
residents were Christian (2001 76%) while Stratfield Saye parishes 

recorded 69% (2001 83%). The national average in 2011 was 59.4%. 

If you want to see the full profiles for our parishes go to the 
Winchester Diocese web site (http://www. winchester.anglican.org/) 

and enter ‘parish spotlights’ in the search box. 

0-4 8% 

5-15 13% 

16-64 66% 

65+ 14% 

http://www.winchester.anglican.org/
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ASH BROOK 
INDEPENDANT 
FUNERAL  
DIRECTORS 
& MEMORIAL CONSULTANTS 
 

 Independent family Funeral 

Director 

 Day or night we provide a 
complete personal, caring & 
professional service for all 

your funeral requirements 

 Dignified funeral service £895 

plus disbursements 

Please call Terina on  

0118 9821111  
28 Mulfords Hill, Tadley, Hants, 

RG26 3JE 

www.ashbrookfunerals.co.uk 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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Prayer Page 

Text for the Month 

Revelation 4: 8 & 11             The NIV Bible 

"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to 

come." 

"You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and 
power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and 

have their being." 

Prayer for the Month 

Gracious God, you have made yourself known to us in Christ. You have 
offered us a new beginning, renewal and redemption through his life and 

sacrifice, yet still time and time again we go astray. 

Draw closer to us through the risen Christ, and inspire us with a vision of 
what life can be like through his grace. Help us to forget ourselves and 
look outwards, so that we might bring light to those for whom life seems 

dark.  

Make us aware of your presence amongst us, to see you, hear you, know 
you, and love you, so that we may offer to you fitting worship and service. 
Help us to understand you are with us always so that each part 
of our lives reflects your grace and proclaims your goodness. 

Meet with us now, in all your glory and help us to meet with you.   

Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

Prayer Points for June 

Pray for our new government that they may be able to unite the 

country 

Pray for the people of Syria and of Iraq that the violence and war may 
cease and peace may come to their countries.  Pray for the future and an 

end to the conflicts in the Middle East 

Pray for all newly married couples and for those who are due to marry this 

year, especially for all who will be married in the churches of our benefice. 

Pray for those who are suffering from illness or who are supporting sick  

family members or friends. May they be granted God’s peace. 

Pray for fine weather for all the outdoor village events happening this 
month and that many will come and enjoy the fun and fellowship which 

these create.  Give thanks for the joy of summertime. 
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Local Elections May 2015 

I was delighted to have been re-elected to the Pamber 
and Silchester Ward of Basingstoke and Deane Borough 
Council (which includes Stratfield Turgis, Hartley Wespall 
and Stratfield Saye)  in the local election. Thank you so 
much to those who supported me  I love my work 
representing my residents and especially being able, 
where possible, to help those of you who have concerns/enquiries. 

Very best wishes to you all. 

Councillor Marilyn Tucker 
01256 782844 
Cllr.marilyn.tucker@basingstoke.gov.uk. 
 
I would like to thank everone who voted for me. I had 
a majority of about 800 (2:1). I hope I can live up to 
expectations. 
Councillor Nick Robinson 
cllr.nick.robinson@basingstoke.gov.uk. 
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Sherfield and District Gardening Club 

It’s the time of year when our club turns to garden visits 
rather than talks. On the 15th June the club will be 
visiting one of our member’s gardens, Mill Farm House 

at Hartley Wespall and 
on 6th July we will be 
visiting Fairbank near Alton. Bookings 
are now closed for these visits; 
however, Fairbank is open under the 
National Gardens Scheme on 
Wednesday 5th and Wednesday 12th 
August (2pm - 5pm). The planting at 
Fairbank reflects the owners interest in 
trees, shrubs and fruit. A wide variety 

of herbaceous plants provide colour and are placed in sweeping 
mixed borders that carry the eye down the long garden to the orchard 
and beyond. Near the house are rose beds and herbaceous borders, 
as well as a small pond.  
On 20th July, our talk on perennials will be given by Marina 
Christopher. Marina is an enthusiastic and very successful nursery 
owner, with a degree in botany and marine biology from the University 
of North Wales. She runs a herbaceous 
perennial nursery, Phoenix Plants, 
which concentrates on unusual and 
interesting cultivars and varieties. She 
also teaches courses and workshops 
on the cultivation of perennials. Marina 
is passionate not only about plants, but 
also nature, and she aims to promote 
eco-friendly attitudes among today’s 

gardeners.  

We will be running our usual plant stall 
at the Fete on the 13th June. If by any 
chance you have any spare plants we’d 
be very happy to give them a new home. Just contact us on the 

numbers below. 

For arrangements contact Linda on 882341 or Vanessa on 881760. 
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Village Hall Matters 

 
 

 

VILLAGE FETE – SAT 13TH JUNE 
SOLFolk – SAT 27th JUNE 
 
 

As community-based events, both the Village Fete and the SOLFolk 
folk festival rely on the efforts of dozens of volunteers, donors and 
sponsors, and of course on the contributions made by the hundreds of 
visitors who are expected from all over to enjoy these events. As you 
can imagine there's a lot to do, and we have work for willing helpers, 
so please join us and help to make these two days in June really 
special.  If you can spare some time to help please phone 880075.  
 
 

HALL CLOSURE - AUGUST 
 

 

During August, work will take place on the refurbishment of the WC 
facilities and the main hall, aided by a generous grant from 
Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council’s Local Infrastructure Fund. 
The village hall management committee apologises for any disruption 
that the work may cause, particularly to the regular users of the Hall.  

The Liddell Hall will still be open and available for hire. 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
 

Sat 13th June – Village Fete 
Sat 27th June – SOLFolk 

 
 

For more information on activities, events & booking the hall, visit:  

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 
                        ‘At the heart of our community for over 100 years’  

 

Sherfield on Loddon Village Hall 
Reg. Charity No. 272385 
Tel: 01256 883624 
Email: 
info@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 
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Welcome to Basingstoke in Bloom! 2015 

This is the fourth year that the competition has been run by a group of 
volunteers, who are very keen that all 
amateur residents take the opportunity 
to show their skills. The free 
competitions are open to everyone in the 

Basingstoke and Deane borough.  

There are eight competitions for 

gardeners;  

 Small front garden 
 Medium/large front garden 
 Container front garden 
 Environmental/wildlife garden 
 Community garden 
 Commercial garden 
 Single hanging basket/container 

 Schools: Single container (blooms and/or vegetables) 

There are four classes for photographs taken within the Borough by 

residents; 

 Plant portrait 
 Urban/rural landscape 
 Parks/garden/nature/wildlife 

 Macro 

The volunteer committee especially 
wants to hear from young 
photographers, also community 

gardens and commercial gardens.  

All entrants are invited to the prize 
giving in the Council Chamber in October, which is always a great 

event. 

Entry forms are available from garden centres, and entries can also 
be made via the website: 

http://www.basingstokeinbloom.com/index.php  

- or by post - Basingstoke in Bloom, c/o The Orchard White Hart Lane, 
Basingstoke, RG21 4AF. Please contact Doreen with any queries -  

01256 361895 or 07806 717274. 

http://www.basingstokeinbloom.com/index.php
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For information call:  0118 932 6308  Brochure hotline: 0118 932 6480 

www. wellington-riding.co.uk   e-mail: info@wellington-riding.co.uk 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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Five members went to Andover recently to 
take part in the annual Area Quiz, 
organised by the previous year’s winning 
team (something we have not done since 
1990).  Between us we thought we were 
doing really well, but not as well as 
everyone else!  Hook came first (and will host next year, so not far to 
go), Basingstoke were second and Salisbury third.  Sadly we came 
last but we had a lovely evening with lots of laughs and that is what 

counts.  

Our last meeting was a Japanese Evening in the lovely new Church 
Room.  We started the evening with some tasty Japanese food, and 

talks were then given. 

We discovered that Japan is a similar size and topography to Norway 
- each has over 70% mountains - but the major difference is 
population.  Japan has over 127 million whilst Norway has only 5 
million.  Another difference is that Japan has 10% of the 
world’s active volcanoes, although its highest, Mount 
Fuji, is considered to be dormant.  Japan is known for 
the extremely fast Bullet train which has a top speed of 

374 mph, although its operating speed is usually 150-200 mph.   

We learnt about the martial art of Sumo wrestling which has very strict 
rules and is derived from ancient Shinto rituals.  After six hours of 
intensive training each day, the wrestlers indulge in enormous meals 
to build up their fat.  Their life expectancy is generally shorter than 

average and diabetes is common.   

We then discovered that Japanese gardens are miniature ‘idealised’ 
spaces which are serene places conducive to meditation.  They are 

not crowded with lots of colour like our gardens.   

The main Japanese religion is Shinto, practised by 60 million people.  
It has no founder or scriptures, no defined prayers and does not seek 
converts.  People worship at shrines.  The other main religion is 
Buddhism, although there are also Christians.  We finished with a quiz 

and talk on the friendly and polite Japanese people.   

Our next meeting will be our evening ramble around Sherfield and 

meal at the Four Horseshoes. 

Gill Fearon 

Japanese 
Evening 
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Songs of Praise   

 

Sunday June 14th  

 

11am, Sherfield Village Green 

 

A fun informal service held outside on the green, for the whole family.  

We will be using the fete marquee in case the weather is wet again! 
 

Everyone welcome,  

bring your dogs, bikes! 

 

Tadley Concert Brass will once again be kindly 

providing the music for us.   

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!!!!! 

 

St Leonard’s Church will be holding their 
Christmas Tree Festival on the 27th, 28th and 

29th November. 

The theme this year for this popular bi-annual 

event is ‘Pantomimes’ . 

Entries are welcome from all organisations, 

groups and individuals. 

More details available from Jane and Dan Farrow. 

Tel.: 01256 882680. 

email: jane.farrow@outlook.com.  

 

 

Sherfield on Loddon Parish Council 

Meeting dates 

The next Full Parish Council meeting dates are 10th June 

2015 and 8th July at 7.30pm in the Liddell Hall.  

Clerk Vacancy 

The Parish Council has a vacancy for a Parish Clerk. This is a 
challenging role which is extremely varied from day to day. The main 
duties are dealing with the public, issuing paperwork for the meetings, 
taking minutes, financial management of the Parish Council, 
managing allotments and general administration duties. For further 
details please check the Parish Council website at: 

www.sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk. 

Captain J Aidan Liddell Victoria Cross commemorations 

As part of the country-wide World War I commemorations, the 
Department for Communities and Local Government is presenting a 
memorial stone to each of the villages with which those decorated 
with the VC were associated. Although Captain Liddell was not born 
locally he lived most of his life in the Manor House, which has now 
become Sherfield School. A working group (consisting of the Parish 
Council Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council, the school and the 
regiment and squadron with which he served) will organise a 
commemorative event on 31st July. We will need helpers on the day. If 
you are interested in supporting or participating please contact Alan 

Ball on 883838. 

Speedwatch Assistance required 

Volunteers are required to operate the speed monitoring equipment . 

Vacancy for a Parish Councillor 

Due to the resignation of Councillor James Read a vacancy has 
arisen for a Parish Councillor to represent the Taylors Farm ward. Any 
expressions of interest in this vacancy should be directed to the 

Parish Clerk. 

Karen Ross, Clerk to the Parish Council, Sherfield-on-Loddon,  
PO Box 6862, Basingstoke, RG24 4QZ. Telephone: 01256 842662   

Email: clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk. 
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Will’s Garden Services 
Tel: 07951917943/01256 881354 

Email: cole114@msn.com 

A complete range of garden 

services: Garden clearance, 

Mowing, Hedgetrimming, Paving, 

Pruning, Fencing, Turfing, Tree 

Care 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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Summer Picnic with Live Music at 

Manydown Farm – Saturday 20th June 

The Pink Place Cancer charity, is holding a 
Summer Picnic at Manydown Farm from 2pm until late. Bring a picnic 
and stay all day. Live music, stalls, kids’ activities, fire engine and 
display of sports cars including Ferraris. Hot food and bar available or 
bring your own.  
Tickets: Family (2 +2 ) £15 / £12.50*, Adult £7 / £6* Senior/child £3 , 
Kids under 6 free. (* price in advance). Tickets available from Taylor’s 
Hair Salon, 3 Wote Street, Basingstoke or details at 
www.thepinkplace.org.uk. This is a fundraising event for The Pink 

Place by kind permission of Manydown Farm. 

The Pink Place is a registered cancer charity based in Basingstoke 
Town Centre. It provides free hair services, complementary therapies 
(massage, reflexology), beauty therapy (manicures), counselling and 
support for people with cancer. We are currently open every Monday 
10am – 12:30pm and alternate Tuesdays. We rely on volunteers and 
fundraising to provide this service. If you would like to help, to visit us 
or just know more then please email info@thepinkplace.org.uk or 

phone 07899 970841. 

Basingstoke Civil Service Retirement Fellowship 

The May speaker was Tony King with a talk titled “Things ain’t what 
they used to be”. This was a nostalgic trip down memory lane, taking 

in adverts, radio programmes, films and television from the 1950s.  

 

 

 

 

 

The next meeting is at 10am on Wednesday 3rd June at Brookvale 
Hall, when the speakers will be Mr and Mrs Tanner on “Fabrics from 
Arabia and Indonesia”. Further details about meetings can be 
obtained from the Secretary Tony Brazier on 01256 418770 or at 

bjmapbr@ntlworld.com.  

David Cowling 
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Evergreens Club  

contributed by May Macqueen 

 
Our meeting for the month of May dealt first with the business which 
included collecting the names of those wishing to go on our outing on 
July 6th.  
 
As this was our birthday party we enjoyed a lovely tea with finger 
sandwiches, mini rolls, quiche bites, mini pork rolls, and small cream 
cakes and fruit tarts from Marks and Spencers food to order. 
Everyone enjoyed the food and the entertainment  was music by Terry 
Morris on his organ.  
 
As this meeting followed the weekend of celebrations for VE Day we 
sang songs which were associated with this time. The meeting ended 
with our raffle.  
 
The next meeting will be a talk by PCSO Nathaniel Johnson on 1st 

June.  

Sunwood Drive, Sherfield on Loddon, Hants RG27 

0FP, Tel: 01256 883 967 

 

 

SHERFEST!  

Saturday 4th July 2015 12-8pm 

All American Theme!  

Live Music, BBQ & Hog Roast, Real Ale, Children's Games & 

Activities, Sports and loads more! 

http://www.thepinkplace.org.uk
mailto:info@thepinkplace.org.uk
mailto:bjmapbr@ntlworld.com
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Newnham Open Gardens  

Sunday 7 June 2015 

 

Do come and see some of our 
lovely village gardens in 
Newnham on Sunday 7 June 
between 1:30pm and 5pm.  In 
addition to a wide range of 
gardens to view, we will have our 
ever-popular plant stall.  Homemade cakes and teas will be available at 

the beautiful Manor Farm barn to complete the afternoon. 

Tickets will be available from our information tent on the village green 
(RG27 9AH) and parking clearly marked from here.  Entrance is £5, 

under 16s free. 
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Probus hears about Renewable Energy 

Martin Heath, Chairman of the Basingstoke Energy Services Co-
operative (BES Co-op), and his colleague Andy Molloy provided an 
excellent insight into energy use in Basingstoke, particularly where it 

comes from today and where it needs to be sourced in the future. 

The BES Co-op is owned by its customers and focuses on providing 
renewable energy systems to businesses and people in North 

Hampshire.  

Photovoltaic panels, or solar panels, reduce 
our carbon footprint. Within Basingstoke 
alone there exists a total of one square 
kilometre of commercial roof space suitable 
for solar panels, which would generate the 
same amount of electrical energy as a 20 
MW power station. BES Co-op’s work 
includes the installation of the town's largest 
solar panel system at the Basingstoke 
College of Technology. The system has 

brought about a substantial reduction in energy bills and carbon 
emissions for the college and the cost of installation should be 
recouped within seven years. Hearing about BCoT’s successful 
installation led Peter Symonds Sixth Form 
College in Winchester to install the system. A 
solar panel system for the Brookvale Community 
Hall reduces their running costs and secures an 
income stream by selling surplus energy back to 

the National Grid.  

Although only being in operation for a short 
period, the BES Co-op has already gained great 
recognition for its work in North Hampshire.  In 
2013 it was awarded the Basingstoke & Deane 
Mayor’s Award for Business, and also won the 
award for best small business at the North 

Hampshire INSPIRE 2014 Business Awards.  

For more details about the activities of the Probus Club of 
Basingstoke see www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com, or ring their 

Secretary Paul Flint on 07770 886521. 

Basingstoke College of 
Technology 

Brookvale Community 
Centre 
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News from the Beats  

Sherfield Park 

 

I am pleased that I can start with good news. 
Another spate of letterbox burglaries took place 
locally; once again they gained entry via UPVC 
front doors which had not been double locked. However, the burglars 

were caught and the stolen property was returned.  

A UPVC door is not locked if you solely push up the door-handle - all 
this does is set the locks into the frame. You must double-lock it with 
the key otherwise it can still be opened by inserting an implement 

through the letter-box.   

Finally, I am sad to say that PCSO Richard Strauss has now moved 
on to pastures new, having transferred to Farnborough Police Station. 
Richard has been on the beat for 4 years and has put in a lot of effort 
keeping Sherfield Park and Chineham safe. I am sure you will join me 
in wishing him good luck in the future.His replacement will be arriving 

in the near future.  

PC Jim Charlton 21015. 

Beat surgery - 16:30 - 17:30, 1st Wed. of the month, Costa Coffee, 
Chineham Centre 
Tel - 101(or request to leave a message using collar numbers). 

email - james.charlton@hampshire.pnn.police.uk  

 

Sherfield-on-Loddon, Hartley Wespall, Stratfield Saye 

 

As always, please can I ask all residents to report any suspicious 
persons, vehicles or incidents using the 101 telephone number; 

please only ring 999 if it is a genuine emergency.  

PCSO Nath Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to 
advertise here please cntact 
the Advertising Manager for 

details of rates: 

advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Tel: 01256 880559 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 

MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 

Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans  
available. 

1 Seal Road, Basingstoke, 
RG21 7NQ  

Tel: 01256 844663 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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Happy Faces 
Play group 

Sherfield-on-Loddon 

“Bring your happy face to our  

happy place” 

A small, friendly playgroup for  
children aged 2 years 6 months to 

school age 

Flexible Sessions 

including all day 

Further information:  

01256 880903 

Prospectus/application form:  

07791 141176 

happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk 
www.happy-faces-playgroup.co.uk 

Est. 1982. Charity No. 1029688 

mailto:james.charlton@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
mailto:happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.happyfacesplaygroup.co.uk
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YOUR LOCAL TRADE PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, HEATING & 

ELECTRICAL NEEDS  

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT US: 

     Tel: 01256 880044   MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

 PLUMBING & HEATING SPECIALIST 

 Bathrooms & shower installations 

 Solar thermal installations and energy-friendly controls 

 Gas Safe and Oftec registered for peace of mind with 
gas and oil installations 

29164 

Serving the local community for 30 years 

Telephone: 01256 882309 

Email: adrian@awburt.com 

www.Loddonvalleylink.org.uk 
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 News from the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife 

Trust 

Vote in the Aviva Community Fund 
Help us to get funds to connect young people with nature. 
 
We are in the running to receive much needed funding for our Wildlife 

Watch groups to help us connect young 
people with nature and we urgently need your 
votes. Watch is a fantastic volunteer-led 
programme for families with children between 
5-12 years old. These monthly groups provide 
regular hands-on nature-based events within 
local communities that enable young people 
to explore and connect with nature, 
developing creativity and curiosity.  
 
Hildon Natural Mineral Water already 
directly support this programme but if we can 
access the Aviva funding it will help us to 

expand our groups to areas where we have previously not been able 
to provide this service, as well as increasing activities at existing 

groups through additional volunteer training.  

You can vote by navigating from: 

https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/cms/, or at http://bit.ly/1EXORkg.  

 

Local Hampshire and IOW Wildlife Trust Nature Reserves 

Hook Common and Bartley Heath  
Warnborough Greens  
Greywell Moors 
Mapledurwell Fen/The Hatch 

See http://www.hiwwt.org.uk/wildlife/reserves for directions and further 
details. 

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust is part of a UK-wide 
partnership of 47 Wildlife Trusts with a collective membership of more 
than 800,000 people. See the web site http://www.hiwwt.org.uk for 

more information. 

http://hiwwt.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=4e908966a0986709f938c72c4&id=9bd1ead22f&e=aad30beeb1
https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/cms/
http://bit.ly/1EXORkg
http://www.hiwwt.org.uk/wildlife/reserves
http://www.hiwwt.org.uk
http://hiwwt.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=4e908966a0986709f938c72c4&id=f11f0f3a3c&e=aad30beeb1
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA. Reliable and affordable service. 
Friendly, experienced lady who cleans every corner. Ironing also 

available. References. Tel 07933 316989. mariacleaning@live.co.uk 

LOCAL PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR and EXTERIOR DECORATOR  

First class job guaranteed.  Over 30 years experience. No job too small.  

For a free estimate ring Ian 01256 882132 or 07876021772 

SEWING, EXPERIENCED AND CONVENIENT. Di is now back in the 
conservatory, Sherfield Garden Centre. Bespoke dressmaking, clothing 

alterations, repairs, curtains & blinds and soft furnishings. 07796 045944. 

PC SUPORT.  For technical help with PCs, Macs, tablets, internet,  

wi-fi: repairs, upgrades and installation: Call Ian on 07977 143310. 

WINDOW CLEANER. Windows cleaned or gutters cleared - one off or 

regularly. Local, reliable window cleaner (testimonials available). For a 

quote call Pete Owen on 07762 616600 pjhcleaning@btinternet.com 

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER. Self assessment tax returns, 
arrears, claims, payroll, self-employed, VAT returns. Initial consultation 

free. Call 07920112533 or e-mail david_hitchins@msn.com 

DICKINSON’S GARDEN AND TREE MAINTENANCE. Qualified 
tree surgeon and general garden maintenance -  mowing the lawn, hedge 
cutting, weeding borders and soft landscaping. please contact Graeme on 

07955310046 /01256880504 graemedickinson@yahoo.co.uk   

DOMICILIARY CARER. Female aged 49. CRB certified/Carer P.L. 
Insurance. Patient and kind, offering personal care / companionship to the 
elderly in their home and respite care. Based south of Reading. Will travel 

within 10 mile radius. References available.. Michelle 07776 255688 

CAMBRIDGE WEIGHT PLAN - Summer's coming so want to lose weight 

for that bikini?  Friendly one-to-one advice and flexible hours to 

suit.   Contact: Jane Wilson 07753 148931 or 01256 880509  Email 

jane.wilson2008@hotmail.co.uk 

EXPERIENCED CLEANING SUPERVISOR £8.25 - £9.00  
(part-time cleaners £7.25 - £8.00).  Required for domestic chores. Own 
transport preferred. Day-time hours to suit. Call House Proud on 07957 

860885 

INSIDE/OUT  Property maintenance, carpentry, decorating, locks fitted, 

garden maintenance. Tel 01256 882696 or 07713 470223. E-mail 

rdam549@googlemail.com  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 
 

 

882605 
882426 
882337 
  
882534 
465214 

882334  
882414 
881973  
882798 
882798 
880903 
882426 
882350  
 
882534 
882106 
07554 775429 
101 
880075 
882210 
882687 
882344 
882605 
882341 
880075 
881021 
01189332 379 
01189332106  
882351 
842662 
883551 
880852 
882605 
882453 
882410 
 
883624 
0794 021 2441 
883838 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments 
Basingstoke Gazette   
Brownies 
St. Leonard’s Church                             
Breach Lane Chapel 
Catholic Church 
Clift Surgery Patient Group 
Cricket Club (Sherfield) 
Cricket Club (ST & HW) 
Evergreens                    
Football (Junior)              
Happy Faces Playgroup 
Loddon Players 
Loddon Quilters 
Loddon Valley Link 
Lunch Club.  
NWR   
Police - local beat officer 
Police - report an incident 
Poppies 
Post Office 
Rainbows 
Sherfield. Community Care Grp  
Sherfield Fete 
Sherfield Dist. Gardening Club 
Sherfield Show 
Short Mat Bowls 
Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
Stratfield Saye  Village Hall 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting 
Sherfield Parish Council 
Toddler Group 0-5s  
Tree Warden.  
Village Green Volunteers 
Whist Drive  
Women’s Institute 
Sherfield Village Hall  
Caretaker/Bookings 
Management Committee 
Fund Raising Committee                                                                                 

Bruce Batting      
Chris Horton 
Sue Handasyde-Dick 
See inside back page 
Geoff Belsham                            
Fr. Chris Rutledge 
John Darker 
Andy Stevens 
Paul Baldwin 
Jean Berntsen 
Fred Berntsen  
Peggy Hutchins                         
Chris Horton 
Jacky Morgan     
(See back pages )  
Helen Belsham                           
Gill Fearon 
PC James Rickaby 
Police Control Room 
Natalie Larner 
 
Pam Luck 
Doreen Tosswill 
Bruce Batting 
Linda Syckelmoore 
Natalie Larner                                  
Norman Stanley 
Penny Mayo 
Linda Bishop 
Sheila Campbell (Chair) 
Karen Ross (Clerk)                  
Judith Sullivan                           
Jane Jordan 
Bruce Batting                         
Virgilius Vickers  
Val Denny                                                                 
 
Loraine Smith 
Ivan Gosden 
Alan Ball                                                                    

Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 
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Loddon Valley Link Management  

Editor for the July edition – Brian Archer 
Please submit copy no later than 16th of the month 

Email: editor@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Advertising enquiries to Pip Iles Tel. 01256 880559 
 advertising@loddonvalleylink.org.uk 

Deadline for ads. for next edition is 10th of the month 

Committee:  
Chairman: Dr. Donald Dawson 01256 882379  (dgdawson@sky.com) 
Treasurer: Pip Iles}  
Secretary: Ilene Iles}  
Rev. Sammie Armstrong. 01189816593 (sc.cedars@greenbee.net)  
Dr. John Williams 01256 882705 (lawnfarm@aol.com) 
Eileen Leivesley 01256 882938 (eileen.leivesley@sky.com) 
Germano Giugovaz  01189 332166 
Claire Osborne 01256 324458 (guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk) 
Simon Boase 01256 881250 (sibo999@gmail.com) 
Brian Archer 01256 882099 (brianarcher@btinternet.com) 
Jane Abrams  01256 881188 (jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk) 

Church Officers 
Priest in Charge: Vacancy 
Assistant Priest: Rev. Sammie Armstrong 01189 816593 (sc.cedars@greenbee.net)  
Curate: Rev. John Lenton 01256 880570 Priest responsible for Bramley & Little London 
Licensed Reader: Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Licensed Reader: Dr. John Williams 01256 882705 
Licensed Reader:  Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 
Church Admin: Lisa Goodall 01256 882788 (lgoodall.work@gmail.com) 

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, CHURCH END, SHERFIELD ON LODDON,  RG27 0JB (no mail) 
Churchwarden: Peter Gould 01256 882538 
Churchwarden: Richard Elphick 01256 882860 
Treasurer: Dan Farrow 01256 882680 

Organist: Mike Abrams  01256 881188 
Organist: Brian Archer 01256 882099 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE 
Churchwarden: Dr. John Williams 01256 882705  
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson  01256 882459 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 882705 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles 01256 880559                                                                                                                                                                    
Treasurer: Michael Webster 01256 882413 
Organist: Dr. Gill Williams 01256 82705 
Organist: Andrew Doggart 01256 880092 

MESSY CHURCH, SHERFIELD PARK 
Leader:  Amanda Prince 01256 880733 
Leader: Carol Armstrong 01189 816593 
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Please note: the Loddon Valley Link  
Management Committee cannot be held  
responsible for the reliability or quality  

of any goods, work or services  
in this publication. 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
Small ads are £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space    

permitting. Requests are dealt with in order.  
Display Ads, please see the website or contact the treasurer below. 

01256 880559 (pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk) 
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