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Maundy Thursday Supper  

17th April, 7.00pm,  

Liddell Hall, Sherfield-on-Loddon 

Come along and join us for an informal Agape 
supper. An ecumenical evening to which Christians of all denominations 
or none are welcome. 

Good Friday 

A few minutes at the Foot Of The Cross 

11.00 a.m.  Friday 18th April 

 in the beautiful setting of Hartley Wespall Church.  

A unique time of prayer and peace to contemplate the quiet mystery of 
that Midday when the world, and our own lives, were changed for ever.  

Come close to God in the quiet intimacy of shared reflection, before 
moving to the joy and celebrations of Easter  

Family Communion, 10am ,  
St Leonard’s  

Bring a flower to 
decorate our 
Lenten Tree. 

Family 
Communion  
by Ext 
10 am,  
St. Mary’s, 
Stratfield Saye 
 
Family Communion by Ext, 
11am, St Mary’s, , Hartley 
Wespall 

Services on Easter Sunday, 20th April 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=X2fkOjPEx7VOLM&tbnid=JTqIoU0OduiXfM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartmojo.com%2Fclip-art%2Flast-supper-2-2729%2F&ei=u0cdUc2RKMqU0QXMqoC4Cg&bvm=bv.42452523,d.d
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Editorial 

Welcome to the April edition of the Loddon Valley 
Link. You will notice that we have changed the 
subtitle this month to ‘Church and Village Magazine’. 
This is to reflect the fact that this is very much a 
magazine for the whole community, not just for the 
churches. We want to reflect the 
news and views of all the residents 
of the parishes we cover, so if you 
would like to have your particular 
activity highlighted please let us 
know. We are also looking for 
interesting, well-written feature 
articles on topics such as local 
history, wildlife and nature or 
cultural activities. So if there are 
any budding journalists out there 
please get writing! Also, we are 
building up a good library of cover 
photos now but please keep them 
coming. 

We are running our biannual 
envelope scheme this month to 
help cover the costs of producing 
the Loddon Valley Link. We are 
very grateful for your donations 
which help us to distribute the 
magazine to 2,000 homes in the villages. Details on p. 53.  

As ever, comments to  
editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk 
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Chineham Shopping Centre Car Park 

Please be aware that that the car park should only be used for 
shopping and other activities within the Centre. There is a new notice 
which states: 

‘IMPORTANT. If you leave this site whilst this vehicle remains in the 
car park you will be liable to receive a parking charge’. 

Charge is £100 (reduced to £60 if paid within 14 days). 

mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
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Services for April 2014 

*Drive up close to the white gates, which will open automatically .  Children 
are welcome at all our services.  Services in italics are particularly geared to 
children and families.  BCP =  Book of Common Prayer.  

Sunday 6th April                   Lent 5 

10.00am Holy Communion    St Leonard’s Sherfield 
10.00am Family Service     St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
6.30pm Evensong and Communion by Ext St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
Wednesday 11.00am Lent Communion   St Leonard’s Sherfield 
 

Sunday 13th April        Palm Sunday 

10.00am Morning Worship and Sunday Club   St Leonard’s Sherfield  
Thursday 7.00pm Maundy Thursday Agape Supper   Sherfield Liddell Hall 
Friday 11.00am Meditation for Good Friday St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
 
Sunday 20th April                               Easter Sunday 

10.00am Family  Communion     St Leonard’s Sherfield 
10.00am   Family Communion by Extension    St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
11.00am Family Communion by Extension     St Mary’s Hartley Wespall  
 
Sunday 27th April                            Easter 2 

8.00am   Holy Communion 1662 BCP  St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
10.00am   Family Service     St Leonard’s Sherfield  
 

Sunday 4th May         Easter 3 

10.00am Holy Communion    St Leonard’s Sherfield 
10.00am Family Service     St Mary’s Stratfield Saye* 
6.30pm Evensong and Communion by Ext St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
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“Rector’s Letter” 

It seems a short time since I was giving my talk at the 
Crib Service. Holding my little Christ figure in one hand 
and a cardboard box in the other I recited the last verse 
of my poem....’and when the feast was over and we’d 
run out of cheer, we put him in the trimmings box ‘till Christmas time 
next year’. I was urging everyone not to pack God away along with 
the Christmas decorations - easily done, though I suspect most of 
us would still like our religion to be still reasonably accessible 
because it may need to be brought out in an emergency if things 
start to go wrong in life 

We are now approaching Easter, which is the most important 
Christian Festival of all. This one, though, lacks the glitz of 
Christmas, with no buying of presents, no parties and, of course, no 
Santa. The main story, where it manages to peep through, is about 
a horrible death and a miraculous return to the living. Now, unless 
you get involved in the story, it’s difficult to make that the stuff of 
celebration. We try hard though, don’t we - ably assisted by the 
shops (eggs, bunnies, hot cross buns), say ‘hello’ to the garden, 
arrange a family outing. Where Christmas is a ‘stay in and be cosy’ 
time, the Easter motto may well be ‘get out and have fun’. 

I’m afraid, though, there is something about Easter which cannot be 
ignored. At its very centre is a cross and an empty tomb. Without 
this there would be no Christmas, there would be no hope of 
something grander, something beyond this existence. There would 
be no church. Christ would be just one more historical figure, not 
even lodging in the loft. Christians come to Easter in the sure and 
certain hope that Christ died and rose again. But Christians have a 
difficulty with Easter - we know the happy ending. 

This year I hope and pray that more of us will overcome this 
difficulty and heighten our anticipation of Easter by following in the 
footsteps of the Master on Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday* 
and Good Friday**. In so doing we will be making sure that God is 
not in storage and called upon only when needed; we will be 
shouting with even more assurance on Easter Day ‘HE IS RISEN!’.  
Now that will be cause for celebration. 

Sammie 

* Liddell Hall, Sherfield on Loddon Thursday 17th April - 7.00 p.m.    
** St. Mary’s, Hartley Wespall 18th April  - 11.00 a.m. 
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BREACH LANE CHAPEL 
Sherfield on Loddon 
Geoff Belsham 01256 882534/07519 708416  

April 2014 Services 

 

CATHOLIC SERVICES 
St Bede’s and Holy Ghost 

Churches, Basingstoke 
(www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk) 

Contact Fr. Chris Rutledge,  
Parish Office Tues to Friday  

9.30 am-1.00 pm 
Tel. 01256 465214. 

Sunday Mass 9.00 am, 11.00 am 
and 6.30 pm  

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH  
Saturday Open Days 

Everyone is welcome to visit for 
reflection, prayer, or to view 

with a wedding in mind. Open 
days are normally on Saturdays 

and dates are listed in the 
church porch, or contact one of 

the numbers on p. 59.  

Friday 4th 10.30am Open Morning at Chapel – FREE 
refreshments and books etc 

Sunday 6th 10.30am Family Worship led by Neil Owen 

  11am Youth Group – “The Flock” 

Tuesday 8th 2pm Church Walk starting at Sherfield 
Park 

Sunday 13th 10.30am Family Worship led by Steve Smith 

Friday 18th 10.30am GOOD FRIDAY Service led by Geoff 
Belsham 

Saturday 19th 2.30pm Disabled Christian Fellowship at 
Frimley Road led by Geoff Belsham 

Sunday 20th 10.30am EASTER DAY Family Worship led by 
Neil Owen plus Holy Communion 

Tuesday 22
nd

 2pm Church Walk starting at Silchester 
Calleva Arms 

Wednesday 23rd 2.30pm Midweek Fellowship at Chapel – 
“Absalom” plus film “Miracles of Jesus 
Part 3” 

Friday 25th 10.30am Open Morning at Chapel – FREE 
refreshments and books etc 

Sunday 27th 10.30am Family Worship 

http://www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk/
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Carl Fanning 
The Village Decorator 

Decorating the Loddon Valley Area 

Painter and Decorator 

Local Tradesman with 25 years experience 

Decorating local properties since 1980 

A “Dulux” Trade Member 

Good quality Trade Paints used -  
Internal and external decorating 

Free estimates - advice on colour and paints 

Full liability cover - all work is guaranteed 

Telephone:  Carl on 01189 424 883                                                 

or  0795 266 1965 
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No Messy Church in April 

 

Next session Friday May 9th 

Parish Registers 

 

Baptisms 

Amaly Isabella Pharoah  02.03.14   Sherfield 

Evie Ida Staines    23.03.14   Sherfield 

 

Burial of Ashes 

Josephine Pamela  
Margaret Barton     08.03.14   Sherfield 

Rev. Sally Dakin 

St. Leonard’s Church    6th April    10.00 a.m. 

The Rev. Sally Dakin will be presiding and preaching at St. Leonard’s 
on 6th April.  She is one of the core compilers of the Winchester 
Diocesan Lent Course so will be well placed to further our 
understanding of the scripture passages and the objectives for the 
fifth week of the programme.  Sally is married to the Right Rev. Tim 
Dakin, Bishop of Winchester. We look forward to welcoming her to 
Sherfield on Loddon 
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NWR Report – March 2014  

 

‘The Good, The Bad and the Ugly’ 

At our recent meeting the topic was the 60s film of that title starring 
Clint Eastwood. We were each asked to think of things which we felt 
fell into these categories. As someone pointed out, it is all very 
subjective. For ‘Good’ some of us thought of broad issues such as 
using personal wealth to benefit others, being kind to strangers, 
people who are carers, unsung heroes or volunteers and the 
recycling of obsolete products. Others thought of more personal 
pleasures like a sunny day, a good book, having coffee with friends, 
inspiring music or a good comedy to cheer us up. On the ‘Bad’ side, 
the broad issues included such horrors as paedophiles, cyber 
bullying and murder and, to a lesser degree, abuse of trust in big 
institutions, intrusive media and the amount of waste in involved in 
creating products. Personal grouses included bad manners, bad 
driving, bad grammar and long-haul flights. When it came to ‘Ugly’, 
no-one was personal! War and battlefields were mentioned, as was 
the amount of money footballers are paid, racist jokes and 
gruesome photos. Lower down the scale of ugliness were pylons, 
60s architecture, low-slung trousers, and bad language. At least 
three of us thought feet were ugly! Interestingly two things were 
thought to be good, bad and ugly – getting old, and art in shopping 
centres and civic spaces. At the end of the evening we were all 
given three cards, one saying good, one bad and one ugly and we 
were then asked to vote on certain topics with only five seconds to 
think about it. These topics included immigration, private education 
and development in the village. Frustratingly we were not allowed to 
choose good and bad at the same time!  It was a very lively and 
interesting evening which sparked lots of discussion and food for 
thought. 

Sadly we have lost one of our long-standing members, Johnne 
Abrams, who passed away the same evening as our meeting. A 
founder member of Sherfield NWR, we shall miss Johnne’s 
intellectual approach to our meetings. Our thoughts are with her 
family. 

Our next meeting will be called ‘What did you do in the war 
Mummy?’   
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Hook Choral Society  

25th anniversary year concert 

Maria Theresa Mass – Haydn 

Haydn’s beautiful Mass No. 12 in B flat, written in 1799, was 
dedicated to Austrian Empress Maria Theresa. Haydn was working 
freelance at the time but this is one of six masses which he wrote for his 
former employers the Esterhazy family. 

Lux aeterna -  Lauridsen 

This contemporary work composed by popular American choral 
composer Morten Laurisden was first performed in 1997. It is a five 
movement, non-liturgical requiem for choir and organ and ‘fully explores 
choral textures’. 

7.30 pm Saturday 26th April 2014 

St John’s Church, London Road,Hook RG27 9EG. 
Tickets £12.00 (£10.00 concessions, accompanied children under 11 
free) available from Trees Newsagent, Hook or ring 01256 882067 

Divine Rossini 

New London Sinfonia 
Basingstoke Choral Society 

Croydon Philharmonic Chorus 
 

Conductor 
David Gibson 

 
7pm Sunday, 6th April 2014 

The Anvil, Basingstoke 
 
Italy is the setting for Basingstoke Choral Society’s next concert  
 
The New London Sinfonia will play the overture from William Tell. The 
second Rossini masterpiece of the evening will be his Stabat Mater, and 
the programme will be completed by Verdi’s Te Deum.  
 
 
Tickets from the Anvil on 01256 844244 or on www.anvilarts.org.uk 

http://www.anvilarts.org.uk
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J Cook Landscapes 

Maintenance            

Decking & Fencing 

Patios & Driveways 

Garden Design & Build 

Clearance 

Call now for a free quote: 
01256 412723 / 0771 7214521 

e: info@jcooklandscapes.co.uk 
www.jcooklandscapes.co.uk 

For information call:  0118 932 6308  Brochure hotline: 0118 932 6480 

www. wellington-riding.co.uk   e-mail: info@wellington-riding.co.uk 

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

mailto:info@jcooklandscapes.co.uk
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ELLIOTT’S 

LANDSCAPING 

Tree Surgery 

Stump Grinding 

Hedge Cutting 

Fencing 

Decking 

Power Washing 

Turfing 

Garden Maintenance 

Peter Elliott  01256 883743 

Mobile:    07725 749 644 

 

 

 
West Green Road, Hartley 

Wintney  RG27 8LP 
Open June to late September for 
Pick Your Own & Ready Picked 

fruit, vegetables and flowers 
including Strawberries, 
Tayberries, Currants, 

Gooseberries, Raspberries, New 
Potatoes, Asparagus and 

Flowers. We also sell local Honey, 
Free Range Eggs and Homemade 

Jams 
CALL 01252 845772 from May 1st 
For information, & to place orders. 
Or visit www.westgreenfruits.com 

www.classictreeservices.co.uk 

 

    www.ovenclean.com 

PHONE 01276 473118 

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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Percy’s Plant Sale 

 

Saturday 10th May 

 

10.00am to noon 

 

Sherfield Village Hall. 



 

 

Church Architect Chris Romain shows the various layers 
of the wall, from the insulated white bricks on the inside 
adjacent to further foam insulation and the outer breeze 
blocks to which the flint exterior will be attached. 

Inner insulation bricks being laid, 
prior to the arrival of the scaffolders 
when it will be onwards and 
upwards. The outer west door, seen 
under the west window and blocked 
up for over 100 years, is to be 
restored and replaced at the 
entrance to the extension from the 
church. 

Sealing the west wall 
prior to opening up the 
wall and removal of the 
door. 

St Leonard’s Church Extension 
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All activities must be booked in advance. Tel:  01256 883967 
or email admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk  

OVER 55S QUIZ NIGHT 
 

WEDNESDAY 14th MAY  
7.30—9.30pm 

 
Fun Quiz followed by  
Ploughman's Supper 

 
Tickets £7 per person  

SHERFEST  2014 
 

Live Music, Bar & Real Ale, 
Games, BBQ, Face painting, 

Bucking Bronco, Bouncy Castles, 
Sports Day, Magic Show 

And much more! 
 

WILD WEST THEME 
12pm—9pm 

 

EASTER HOLIDAY  
FUN FOR KIDS 

Football Workshops 
Activity Mornings, 

Family fun day 
 Easter Egg Hunt   

Visit www.sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk  
for dates and times 

LAST NIGHT OF THE 
PROMS 

SATURDAY 10th MAY  
7.30pm 

 
Beech Hill Band present an  

evening of last night favourites 
 

Tickets £12 
Earlybird tickets £10 

(Purchase before 18th April) 

YOUTH CLUB 
 

Every Wednesday 
 

Juniors (Sch yrs 4-6) 
6.30—7.30pm 

Seniors (Sch Yrs 7-11) 
7.30pm—9pm 

50p subs per week 
Games, sports, cooking, crafts, 

trips and more! 

mailto:admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk
http://www.sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk
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Goddard’s Lane, Sherfield-on-Loddon HOOK, Hants. RG27 0EZ 

The Garage at Sherfield 
www.thegarageatsherfield.co.uk 

Have a
 se

rv
ic

e w
ith

 

your M
OT a

nd g
et 

your M
OT fo

r £
30 

MOT’s Cars and 
Motorcycles 
Service 
Diagnostics 
Repairs 
Air Conditioning 
Recovery 
 
Collection and Delivery 
service available. 

90% of 
our work 
is repeat 
business 

Tel: 01256 882271 
Mobile: 07812 939 498 

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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Basingstoke Window      
Cleaning Services 

We use a pure water, reach and wash 
system for a perfect smear-free finish 

 Windows Cleaned Inside 

 Conservatory Roofs 
Cleaned 

 Guttering Cleared & 
Cleaned 

 Soffits & Fascias Cleaned 
For a free, no obligation quote 

call 

Simon: 07852 117 361 
Dan: 07712 885 345 

 SHERFIELD 0-5’S 

Every Tuesday 10.00am to 12 noon 

Sherfield Park Community Centre 

Climbing frame, toys, parachute 
games, singing,  

juice and biscuits, tea and coffee. 
A great place to meet new people and 

make new friends – 
everyone welcome!  Come and join us! 

designed to wear out your children! 

Contacts: Louisa 01256 881229, Beccy 
880894, Kerry 880167  

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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Bramley Church of England Primary School  

 

Steve Moore, Acting Headteacher 

Following the short half term break the pupils are back and working 
hard on a wide range of topics and activities, from Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears in Foundation Stage to World War 2 in year 6. The 
highlight so far has been the visit of Owen’s Animals. The children 
showed curiosity and bravery in equal measure when handling a live 
snake, hedgehog, gecko, millipede and even a tarantula. This 
experience prompted a wonderful range of both factual and 
informative writing.  We would like to express our thanks to Owen, 
and of course his animals, for another memorable experience. 

The excitement doesn’t stop there. As you may have read in the 
Bramley Magazine’s previous edition, we are hoping to break the 
world record for the most people to simultaneously pop bubble wrap. 
We are attempting this on Friday 21st March in aid of Sports Relief.  
By the time this goes to print, we hopefully will be World Record 
holders!  We would like to thank all of the members of the local 
community who either donated bubble wrap or prompted companies 
to do so.  We ended up with nearly 1km of bubble wrap. 

The children and staff in years 3 and 4 have produced a fantastic 
performance of “The Last Monster in Scotland” which was enjoyed by 
two good-sized audiences. The standard of singing and acting was 
something we can be very proud of. 

Throughout the half term we have enjoyed our build up to Easter. In 
addition to our celebrations in school, the Rev’d John Lenton is kindly 
delivering the Easter Service at St James’s Church on Thursday 3rd 
April. If you see large numbers of children in blue jumpers walking in 
the direction of the church, be sure to give us a wave. 

Lastly, as we move towards the Summer Term we look forward to 
welcoming our new headteacher, Andy Higgs and we wish him every 
success in his new post.  
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Paul Allen 
Carpentry . Tiling .  

General House Maintenance 
  

Local Reliable Friendly Service 
 

Established over 20yrs 
Tel. 0118 9702243  

Email prm.allen@hotmail.co.uk 

 

There’s never enough time to do …   
Garden Clearance, Seasonal Tidies, Grass Cutting, Turfing, Hedge      

Trimming, Steam Cleaning (Patios, Paths, Walls), Creosoting.  

We offer weekly, fortnightly, monthly, quarterly visits or one-off tidy ups 
Tel: 01256 880333 or Mob: 07776 211211  

www.masonsgardens.co.uk    
enquiries@masonsgardens.co.uk 

 

Will’s Garden Services 

Tel: 07951917943/01256 881354 

Email: cole114@msn.com 

A complete range of garden 

services: Garden clearance, Mowing, 

Hedgetrimming, Paving, Pruning, 

Fencing, Turfing, Tree Care 

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

mailto:cole114@msn.com
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ASH BROOK 
FUNERAL  
DIRECTORS 
& MONUMENTAL 
MASONS 
 

 Independent family Funeral 

Director 

 Day or night we provide a 

complete personal, caring & 
professional service for all 

your funeral requirements 

 Dignified funeral service £895 

plus disbursements 

 
Please call Terina on  
01256 881002 
Ash Lane, Silchester, RG7 2NL 
 
www.ashbrookfunerals.co.uk 

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 
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Sherfield and District Gardening Club 

Reminders 

Barry Newman, an expert on growing vegetables, 

will be our guest speaker on Monday 7th April.  

On Monday 19th May our guest will be Alan Gould. 
Alan will be telling us all about flowering trees and shrubs. 

Percy’s Plant Sale is on 10th May and we also have stalls at the 
village fete on the 14th June. We can take your spare plants to put 
on the stalls.  

Anyone interested in gardening will be most welcome to join us at the 
Sherfield Village Hall at 7:45pm 

For details contact Linda on 882341 or Vanessa on 881760. 

HARTLEY WESPALL REGATTA 

@ THE MILL 

SUNDAY 15TH JUNE @ 2PM. 

 
Have some fun. 

Come along with your home made little boats.  
There will be children’s games, tombola, plant sales, teas. 
All funds raised go towards the upkeep of our churchyard. 

Boat categories to be announced in the May issue of the Link. 
Everyone welcome. 

Hartley Wespall Parish Council AGM 

 

Hartley Wespall Parish Council is holding its Annual General Meeting 
at The Liddell Hall Sherfield-on-Loddon at 8.00 p.m. on Monday the 
12th May 2014. 

We would welcome the attendance of Parishioners and any other 
interested parties. 

The Agenda for the meeting will be placed on the Parish Notice Board 
on Thursday, the 1st May.  



 

 Page 26 

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 



 

 

R. T. Mitchell & Sons 

Local Building Contractors est. 1972 

HOUSES - EXTENSIONS - ALTERATIONS -  GARAGES 

LOFT CONVERSIONS 

RESTORATION OF LISTED BUILDINGS 

45 London Road, Old Basing 

Tel: 01256 352225 

Web-site – www.rtmitchellandsons.co.uk 

       e-mail – enquiries@rtmitchellandsons.co.uk 

Page 27 

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

http://www.rtmitchellandsons.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@rtmitchellandsons.co.uk
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The Foresters Free School  

In 2012 a group of four teachers from the 
independent schools sector came to the 
area of Sherfield on Loddon and Bramley 
to propose the idea of setting up a free 
school. Unfortunately, even with 
significant local support for this school, 
the application was not approved by the 
Department for Education. However, the 
consortium received some useful feedback. 

Since then, the consortium has reflected and expanded. The 
teachers, led by Sioban O’Connor, are all highly experienced school 
leaders and, whilst the principles and basis of their education vision 
remain the same, they are now being supported by local councillor 
Ranil Jayawardena, local parents and business people.  

The proposal is due to be submitted on 5th May. If the application is 
successful the school would open in September 2015. 

We now need to ask parents once again to sign up to demonstrate 
support and you can do this by visiting our website. 

What is a free school? 

Free schools are all-ability state-funded schools set up in response to 
what local people say they need. The right school can transform a 
child’s life and help them achieve things they may never have 
imagined. Through the free schools programme it is now much easier 
for talented and committed teachers, charities, parents and education 
experts to open schools to address real demand within an area. 

How can I find out more and register? 

Please go to our website www.foresters-school.co.uk.  Here you can 
find out more information about us, our ethos and the school. We will 
also post the dates of open evenings coming up in the area. 

For more information on free schools you may find the following link 
helpful: 

www.education.gov.uk/schools/leadership/typesofschools/freeschools 

http://www.foresters-school.co.uk
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/leadership/typesofschools/freeschools
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The English Yew      John Stubbs 

Walk round any rural English 
churchyard and you’ll see a yew 
tree or two. They always seem 
sort of, just there. Were they 
ever planted or did they self-
sow? Were they there before the 
church, and the reason for its 
being built at that spot?  Why 
yews, in particular?  Surely there 
must be enough clues to answer 
that sort of question. 

In this case, all we have is a series of possible factors - some mythic, 
some traditional, some a bit too nice to be true, and several are all 
mixed together. For instance, some have said that the older trees 
predate the churches and are relics of pagan life or death symbolism.  
Some trees are very old – but more recent archaeological researches 
have cut the estimates pretty dramatically. One thousand years is 
possible for a handful of the very largest yews, but as for serving as 
Bronze Age shelters, no. One snag in dating them is that they have 
the strategy of allowing the centre of the main trunk to rot away, 
leaving a fairly tough outer ring of sound wood to support the 
branches; most trees weaken too much when the core rots, and they 
fall apart. So you can’t count the annual growth rings when an ancient 
yew tree is felled or cored. In any case the very slow growth rate 
makes distinguishing the rings a bit speculative. But there are other 
reliable ways of dating: from historical records, and from the age of 
the surrounding soil structures and foundations. 

Perhaps the yews were planted as windbreaks, to protect the fabric of 
the church and the parishioners attending; a long lived variety of tree 
would make sense.  In that case, though, surely they’d be ranged 
along the windward side, as a screen – not in the typical solitary 
positions that we see, often near the main churchyard entrance.  And 
while it does seem that many churches used yew branches to stand in 
for palm fronds, I’d have thought that was because they were handy 
nearby, rather than being provided by the foresight of our great-
grandfathers.  Not too convincing, really. 

Another enduring theory is that there was a mediaeval law requiring 
the parish church to plant yew, to make longbows and to train 
archers, thus ensuring English domination over the perfidious French. 

English yew trees at St James’ Church, Bramley 
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There is a bit more to this one, it seems, 
though there’s no record of a legal 
obligation on the church. In fact 13th and 
14th century laws carried the threat of 
hanging for missing your archery class, and 
removed the threat of the gallows for 
causing the odd fatality in the butts. The 
churchyard was not actually specified, but 
would have been a convenient place to 
grow yew where animals would be less 
likely to browse on the poisonous foliage.  

Much has been made of the yew longbow, 
as the outer sapwood of yew is inherently springy and the heartwood 
is strong in compression.  Hence the bow was made from a stave cut 
so that the forward side of the bow was sapwood, and the rear 
heartwood.   Staves sourced from the Mediterranean regions were 
apparently much better than home-grown - at one time Spanish 
bowstaves were fetching 6s 8d, ours only 2 shillings. In 1472 
merchants importing goods from these regions were required to bring 
four staves for each ton of produce landed.   Two inspectors had to be 
appointed for each ship unloading, to examine and check the quality 
of the staves, and mark them appropriately; possibly the origin of the 
‘broad arrow’ marking of government property.  Pretty good wheeze, 
really, not only providing the state with free armaments, but also 
reducing the cost of home-growns by breaking the monopoly.  
Weapons were, of course, a major expense when you wanted to fit 
out an army: longbows at around £1 each when archers only cost 3d 
per day (with no National Insurance), even after a lifetime’s training.   

Selling a few choice branches might have been a useful side-line for 
the churchwardens, cutting a few staves now and then if only for 
practice bows. It seems hardly the complete answer, however. After 
all, the longbow was out of favour by the end of the sixteenth century, 
when firing a gun was found to be a lot easier to teach than spending 
twenty years developing the muscles needed to pull a 120lb bow.  
Surely after four hundred years, it would be clear that sales are down, 
and war-bows a bit out of fashion? 

The girth of the largest of the six or seven substantial yews in St 
James’ churchyard is some 3500mm - this indicates an age of about 
400 years, give or take a hundred. Its branches, therefore, could not 
have been used at Agincourt. Pity really, story-wise.  
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 News from Councillor Chris Tomblin 

The residents of Buckskin are still suffering from the 
recent flooding. Several million litres of contaminated 
water has been transported away over the last few weeks. 
We must learn the lessons of not building on land liable to 
flooding in the future housing provision within the borough. 

This brings me to development matters. The changes arising from the 
consultation responses to the Local Plan were agreed by the Planning 
and Infrastructure committee in March and will have been put to 
Cabinet by the time you read this. Following the Cabinet’s decision full 
Council will have to agree the plan and then a further round of public 
consultation will take place. 

In my opinion the changes to the plan, reflect a shift to make life 
easier for developers and have not taken on board the comments of 
residents in our local area. I have tried to make constructive points on 
our behalf but the administration seems to be steering a set course 
and I fear that Sherfield on Loddon Parish will see more than its fair 
share of housing as a result. 

More welcome Borough news is that a Constitutional Working Party is 
looking at how the Borough operates and is examining the roles of the 
Overview & Scrutiny Committees in a bid to reduce the political nature 
of the Council. The Leader of the Council is keen to look at the 
number of Councillors, possibly reducing membership from 60 to 40 
and also bringing in 4-yearly elections. Currently the Chairs and Vice-
Chairs of Overview & Scrutiny Committees are from the 
administration party. However, in the future the Scrutiny Committee 
would be chaired by a non-administration party member and vice-
chaired by an administration party member, vice-versa for the 
Overview Committees. 

An update regarding the Governance Review for the parish status of 
Taylors Farm: this matter is due to go before the full Council on 27 
March 2014. Councillors will decide whether or not the review will 
proeed to public consultation. If it does, the Legal Department will 
prepare the terms of reference for the consultation. The one-year 
consultation period will begin from the date those terms are published.  

Until next time.............         Chris 

Please contact me by calling 880558 or email: - 
cllr.chris.tomblin@basingstoke.gov.uk 

mailto:cllr.chris.tomblin@basingstoke.gov.uk
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Sherfield-on-Loddon Parish Council 
 

Meeting dates 

The next full Parish Council meeting dates are 9th April 
2014 and 14th May 2014 at 7.30pm in the Liddell Room. 
 

Neighbourhood Plan 

The Neighbourhood plan questionnaire is available to complete online 
on the Parish Council website. If you wish to complete a paper copy 
then a form can be downloaded from the website. 

War Memorial 

The sword has now been repaired and cleaned and should be 
mounted on for the memorial shortly. The Parish Council would like to 
thank David Priest of DRP Locomotive Engineering and Adrian 
Spencer of Spencer and Peyton for all their hard work in restoring the 
War Memorial 
 

Speedwatch 

The Parish Council will be working with Chineham Parish Council on 
the Community Speed watch. Three sites have been identified so all 
we need now are volunteers. It has been agreed that the volunteers 
from the parish of Sherfield on Loddon will be operating in Chineham 
as those volunteering from Chineham will be operating in this parish. If 
you want to be a volunteer please let the Clerk have your contact 
details. 
 

Ducks 

Of late large chunks of bread and even a full loaf have been thrown 
into the pond. The Parish Council respectfully request that when 
feeding the ducks you use your common sense (or your loaf, but not 
the whole one) and break the bread up into small pieces. Also, 
remember that any breadcrumbs left in or around the pond will attract 
rats, so please try to avoid doing this as far as possible. 

Karen Ross - Clerk to the Parish Council, Sherfield-on-Loddon,  
PO Box 6862, Basingstoke, RG24 4QZ. 

Telephone: 01256 842662  
clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk 
www.sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk  

mailto:clerk@sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk
http://www.sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk
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Village Hall Matters 

 
 

VILLAGE FETE SATURDAY 14th JUNE 

Please can you help? 

As a traditional community-based event, our fete relies on the efforts 
of dozens of volunteers, donors and sponsors, and of course on the 
contributions made by the hundreds of visitors who come from all over 
to enjoy the day. As you can imagine there's a lot to do, and we 
always have work for willing helpers, so please join us and help to 
make the 2014 fete the best yet. We particularly need volunteers to 
man the gates, help organise the Grand Raffle and with setting up and 
clearing up. All proceeds this year will be donated to local charities 
(Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air Ambulance and village charities 
including the Village Hall and St Leonard’s Church). If you can spare 
some time please contact 880075. Also see the new Fete website at 

www.sherfieldfete.org.uk 
   

PLANNING A CHILDREN'S PARTY? 

Why not hire the Liddell Hall? The Liddell Hall (built behind the Main 
Hall) is an ideal venue for children's parties with access to the 
enclosed garden overlooking the village green. Our Hall Manager, 
Loraine Smith, can put you in touch with companies providing catering, 
discos, children’s entertainment, etc. "During the summer, the garden 
can be used for outdoor party games and there is easy access to the 
village green and play area too." Visit our website for more 
information. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Saturday 12th April - Village Coffee Morning 

Thursday 1
st

, Friday 2
nd

 and Saturday 3
rd

 May  

Loddon Players Spring Production 
For more information on clubs and groups, events & booking the hall, 

visit:  

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

“At the heart of our community for over 100 years” 

 

Sherfield on Loddon Village Hall 
Reg. Charity No. 272385 
Tel: 01256 883624 

Email: info@sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk 

http://www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
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M.W (Building Contractors) 

Ltd 

General Builders  
maintenance & repairs 
painting & decorating 

electrical incl. appliance testing 
plumbing & heating 

purpose made joinery 
stockist of rockery stone 

 

Tel: 01256 882736 / 882368 / 
0836 626323 

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

PEST CONTROL 
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Correction 

In last month’s update on the Neighbourhood Plan on page 28, the 
figures for attendance at the Open Sessions were wrongly given as 85 
for the Village Hall and 91 for the Sherfield Park Community Centre. 
They should have read 91 for the Village Hall and 46 for the 
Community Centre.   

 

Basingstoke Ladies’ Choir 

in Concert 

 

 

St Bede’s RC Church,  

Popley Way, Basingstoke 

Saturday 26th April 2014 at 6.30pm 

In aid of the St Bede’s kneeler fund 

Tickets available from Margaret Allen  

(01256 325457)  

Reg Charity No. 

1058910 
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TEXT FOR THE MONTH  1 Peter 1 : 3 - 6  (The NIV Bible) 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that 
can never perish, spoil or fade - kept in heaven for you, who through 
faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is 
ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly rejoice, though 
now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 

Prayer for the Month. 

Lord Jesus, we struggle to cope with our suffering from floods this year. 
We ask why? And yet we know we will not be answered. We realise that 
we have no one to turn to except you and we thank you for your promise 
to be with us always, to the end of the age, and we rejoice that we 
experience the fulfilment of those words through the living presence of 
the Holy Spirit. We ask you to meet with us when life is hard and our 
faith is weak. We also ask you to grant us the assurance that 
your purpose continues unchanged, your strength remains 
undiminished and your love indestructible. Be with us always 
in our confusion to quieten our hearts and give us your peace. 
Help us to know you are with us for ever. 

In Jesus name we pray. Amen 

Prayer Points for April……..pray for  

The people of Ukraine that they solve their problems and learn to live in 
harmony. The people of Syria that solutions will be found for those 
starving and the bitterness may end and peace  return to this divided 
country. Those who are soon to be married and those whose 
anniversaries fall in this month. May their lives be guided by your Holy 
Spirit and your presence throughout their marriages. 

Continue to pray for peace and a prosperous future in Afghanistan as 
our soldiers prepare to come home, that peace will replace the strife of 
the recent years.  

Pray for wisdom the new leaders in the countries of the North Africa, that 
they may bring lasting peace and prosperity to the region. For the future 
of our benefice and those leading the churches  during the interregnum, 
may they be guided by your wisdom.as they search for a new Priest-in-
Charge. Give thanks for the signs of spring confirming God’s 
faithfulness, never forgetting that “the Lord is Risen, indeed” .  



 

 Page 41 

Sign for St Leonard’s Garden of Remembrance 

The new Garden of Remembrance sign at St. 
Leonard’s Church, carved in oak by Alan Taplin, 
with oak legs by Tony Crees, and erected by Tony 
with the help of Sandy and Janet Johnston and 
their sons Mark and James. The wood was 
donated by Ivan Gosden and specially cut from a 
fallen oak on his farm. The Garden was cleared a 
few years ago by Sandy, Ivan and the late 
Graham Kirby and grassed over to create a 
beautiful and restful place. The sign will be 
dedicated after the service on Palm Sunday, April 
13th. Our thanks go to Alan for this beautifully 

carved oak sign, to Tony for providing the legs and to Sandy and family 
for their assistance in helping to bring this whole project together. 

Beat officer’s report 

Crime Update by PC Charlton 21015 
 
Overnight on 2-3 March there was a crime spree in Sherfield 
Park. Burgate Crescent, Compton Way, Gaiger Avenue and 
Wickham Way were targeted by two males captured on a resident's 
CCTV system. Three car petrol tanks were drilled and emptied of fuel, 
and  three garages were entered but nothing stolen. 

The surest way to prevent fuel theft is to park your car in your garage; this 
makes them forty times less likely to be targeted by criminals. It also 
helps to keep footpaths and junctions free of obstructions. 

It is always advisable to improve the security of garage doors. Consider 
how important this is for you by asking: 1. What's in the garage? 2. Is 
there access into the house via an internal door? Since garage doors are 
expensive the better option is to add extra locks, preferably fitted inside 
the door so they cannot be tampered with from the outside. Also, add an 
alarm. A battery powered motion detector alarm costs about £10.If you 
have an internal door into your house, make sure it is kept locked.  

PC Jim Charlton 21015  PCSO Richard Strauss 14735 
 Beat Surgery - 1st Weds of the month at Costa Coffee - Chineham 
Centre at 16.30 - 17.30. Tel. 101,  or request to leave a message using 
our collar numbers  
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Evergreens        May MacQueen 

Our February meeting included a very interesting talk from Lindy 
Richardson from The Pink Place Basingstoke. This is a charity which 
aims to assist the well being of people who have experienced or are 
experiencing breast cancer. It has the support of the local hospital 
breast care unit.  
It is at present based at Taylor's Hair and Beauty Salon in Wote 
Street Basingstoke and operates on  Mondays when the salon is 
closed for normal business. However the charity’s goal is to have 
premises of their own to open on more days and offer their services 
to people who are suffering from all types of cancer.  
The range of services is complementary therapies, hair and wig 
services, nail and skin care. There are also counselling services. All 
these services are free of charge. Clients can also socialise at the 
sessions, which is also very important to the well being of these 
affected by cancer.  
The speaker for our next meeting on 7th April is Dai Osborne, who 
will talk about choirs.  

The Women’s Institute 

Reported by Ilene Iles 

Our March Meeting was opened by our President, Dee 
Bulpitt, who welcomed everyone on a lovely day for a change! She 
introduced our speaker, Mrs Carter, who gave a very interesting talk 
on Monet and his Gardens at Giverny, illustrated by slides. Monet 
bought the property in 1890; it was originally a cider farm. He then 
bought the swampy area across the road which became the famous 
water garden in 1893. Born Oscar Claude Monet in 1840, he died in 
1926. 

The Business Meeting followed, Jerusalem was sung, reports given 
and Val Denny mentioned our Spring Trip on the 13th May to 
Basildon Park. Mrs Sue Attrill, a W.I. Adviser, gave a short talk on the 
importance of replacing our President when Dee retires from the 
position in May. She asked all members to give the matter some 
thought. The Business Meeting closed at 3.45 p.m. Tea followed and 
the raffle was drawn. 

Next (birthday) meeting: Wednesday 2nd April 2014 at 2 p.m. 
Speaker: Mr David Sullivan. Subject: “Being a Shepherd”. 
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Development of the postal service 

This was the latest talk given to Probus Club members by 
their guest speaker Andrew Goddard, the Commercial 
Director of TNT Post. The service was begun as the 
Royal Mail by King Charles 1, and for some time the 
recipient of of the letter had to pay for its delivery. This 
was changed by Roland Hill in 1840 with the introduction of the prepaid 
adhesive stamp, the famous Penny Black. In London there were up to 
four deliveries a day to households and businesses.  

When the postal market was opened up to full competition in 2006 there 
were several entries and these days TNT Post is both the largest 
competitor to Royal Mail and its largest customer, since the Royal Mail is 
still responsible for the final mile of the journey to the delivery address. 
However even this is undergoing change. TNT Post now has its own 
delivery personnel in two centres in England and wants to grow this 
aspect of its service, offering its business customers proof of delivery of 
all mail. 

Despite the impact of email there are still over 13.8 billion letters posted 
each year in UK. A lot of these are what is known as transactional mail -  
utility and credit card bills, direct mail, and of course Christmas cards, for 
which the UK is the largest market.  

For more information about the Probus Club of Basingstoke see 
www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com or phone the secretary Gerry Anslow 
on 01256 325253. 

http://www.probusbasingstoke.webs.com
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BASINGSTOKE IN BLOOM 

Basingstoke in Bloom in run by 
volunteers and aims to encourage local 
people to enhance the appearance of 
their local environment.  

Anyone living in the borough can enter 
their front garden, pub garden or shop 
front in this competition. The garden judging will take place week 
beginning 25th July. The closing date for entry is Friday 27th June 
2014. 

Front Garden Categories 
• Best Single Hanging Basket/Container 
• Best Small Front Garden (less than 10m2) 
• Best Medium/Large Front Garden (over 10m2) 
• Best Container (Front) Garden 
• Best Environmental/Wildlife Garden 
• Best Community Garden 
• Best Commercial Garden 

The Schools competition is for a well-grown container, flowers or 
vegetables, judged in the week beginning 14th July. The closing date 
for entry is Friday 27th June 2014. 

The photographic competition encourages local amateur 
photographers of all ages, no matter how skilled or experienced, to 
capture fantastic images of plants, wildlife and landscape found within 
Basingstoke & Deane. The closing date for entry is Thursday 31st 
July 2014. 

Categories 
• Plant Portrait 
• Landscape 
• Wildlife 
• Macro. 

All entries can be made on-line at http://basingstokeinbloom.com/ or 
by e-mail to contact@basingstokeinbloom.com. Application forms can 
also be downloaded to print and send to Basingstoke in Bloom, BVS, 
The Orchard, White Hart Lane Basingstoke Hampshire RG21 4AF, or 
just send your name, address and contact details there. 

All the competition terms can be found on the website.  

http://basingstokeinbloom.com/
mailto:contact@basingstokeinbloom.com
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All activities must be booked in advance visit  

Tel:  01256 883967 or email    

admin@sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk  

PUB NIGHT 
15th March 

 Licensed Bar 
 Pub Games 
 Pub Food 
 Bouncy castle 
 Comfortable seating area 
 Snacks and children's refreshments 
 

6pm - late 

Check out our website for details on all our classes and activities 

www.sherfieldparkcommunity.co.uk 
There is something for everyone 

For adults 
Zumba, Pilates, Yoga, Spinning, Badminton, Ballroom, Latin.  
Ballet & Tap 
For children 
Theatre4Kids, Ballet & Tap, Ball Skills, Rugbytots, 
Football, Streetdance,  Youth Zone 
Community groups 
Sherfield 0-5s, Bump into Mums, Messy 
Church , Over 55s group, Fabrics & Threads 

 

 

 
2014 DATES FOR YOUR  

DIARY 
 

7th April 10am - 12pm -  EASTER PLAY DAY 
11th April 12 - 4pm  - EASTER FAMILY FUN DAY 

10th May 7 - 10pm - LAST NIGHT OF THE PROMS 
14th May - OVER 55s QUIZ & PLOUGHMANS NIGHT 

June 2014 - FARMERS MARKET 
5th July 12pm to late - SHERFEST! 

Tues/Wed eves Jul/Aug - SUMMER STREETZ/PLAYSCHEME 
JUL/AUG   - More pub nights/afternoon teas 

Rooms also available for 
hire.  Parties, meetings or 

special occasions 
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Happy Faces Playgroup 

Sherfield-on-Loddon 

“Bring your happy face to our  
happy place” 

 
A small, friendly playgroup for  

children aged 2 years 6 months to 
school age 

 
Flexible Sessions 
including all day 

Further information:  
01256 880903 

Prospectus/application form:  
07791 141176 

 
happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk 
 www.happyfacesplaygroup.co.uk 

Est. 1982. Charity No. 1029688 

TOTALLY AIRPORTS

CARS AND MPV’S FOR ALL YOUR HOLIDAY

AND BUSINESS REQUIREMENTS

AIRPORTS, DOCKS, LONG DISTANCE

01256 371847 or      

07786 546002

 

Email: totallyairports01@talktalk.net

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

mailto:happyfacesplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.happyfacesplaygroup.co.uk
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS & 

MONUMENTAL MASONS. 

ALEXANDER & DRY 

Twenty four hour service. 

Pre-paid funeral plans  
available. 

1 Seal Road, Basingstoke, 
RG21 7NQ  

Tel: 01256 844663 

01256880853  

07770851598 

Bramley 

Plumbing 

Services Ltd. 
Trading Standards 

Approved since 
2005 

We install beautiful 

bath and shower rooms 

with care and attention 

by time served, 

qualified tradesmen. 

We replace radiator 

repairs and undertake 

many smaller plumbing 

jobs such as leaking 

taps, toilets that won’t 

flush outside tap 

servicing. All aspects of 

domestic and small 

commercial non gas 

plumbing…..free 

estimates 

Contact us online 

about your project 

or problem -
bramleyplumbing.co.uk  

 

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

http://www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/index.asp
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YOUR LOCAL TRADE PROFESSIONAL 
FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING, HEATING & 

ELECTRICAL NEEDS  

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT US: 
     Tel: 01256 880044   MOBILE: 07754 554554 

Email: admin@pscservices.co.uk 
www.pscservices.co.uk 

 

 PLUMBING & HEATING SPECIALIST 

 Bathrooms & shower installations 

 Solar thermal installations and energy-friendly controls 

 Gas Safe and Oftec registered for peace of mind with 

gas and oil installations 
29164 

Serving the local community for 30 years 

Telephone: 01256 882309 

Email: adrian@awburt.com 

www.LoddonValleyLink.hampshire.org.uk 

For a Warm Friendly Welcome 

THE SHOP IN SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON 
Selling a vast range of groceries including: 

Local Bakery bread & Cakes   Market fresh fruit & veg 
Quality fresh meat & poultry  Excellent selection of Wine 

Beer Spirits & Tobacco                
All at competitive prices 

THE SHOP, Reading Road, Sherfield 
Telephone: 01256 882234 

Open: Monday—Saturday 7.00 am to 7.00 pm 
Sundays 9.00 am to 5.00 pm   Orders taken for Delivery 

mailto:admin@pscservices.co.uk
http://www.pscservices.co.uk
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Loddon Valley Link Envelope Scheme 

As indicated last month, we are running our biannual envelope 
scheme in this month’s edition of the Link. Many readers who are 
unable to give time to help with the Link have in the past made 
donations via the envelope scheme in appreciation of receiving the 
magazine free of charge on a monthly basis. The income from such a 
scheme has in the past been highly encouraging and has helped us 
to keep ahead of the costs involved  in producing the magazine. This 
is an entirely voluntary scheme and donations remain anonymous. All 
those involved in producing the magazine do so on a voluntary basis 
and the envelope scheme response gives them much encouragement 
that their efforts are appreciated by the community at large. Just a 
small amount in each envelope is all we ask. So the envelope is 
included with your copy, and gives details of where to take it. You can 
leave it at House 28 (Sherfield Post Office), the Sherfield Community 
Centre or the Iron Duke pub (Stratfield Saye). Alternatively if you 
prefer you can make a payment by BACS (A/C Loddon Valley Link, 
30-90-53, 02288365). Thank you for your support. 

Donald Dawson   

Lest We Forget  

Basingstoke and Bagshot Concert 
Bands  

Special guests: The Old Basing Royal 
British Legion Corps of Drums.  

Saturday 12th April 
Rotherwick Village Hall. 

7.30pm 
 

Concert to mark the centenary of the First World War. Programme 
includes military music, film and stage music and patriotic anthems 
from the last 100 years.  

Admission £8 (includes glass of wine, children free). Tickets available 
in advance from band members or by calling 07503 881241. 

For directions to the hall see www.rvh.org.uk. For more information 
on the bands see www.bcband.org.uk, www.bagshotband.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/thebcband, www.facebook.com/BagshotBand, or 
call 07503 881241.  

http://www.rvh.org.uk
http://www.bcband.org.uk
http://www.bagshotband.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/thebcband
http://www.facebook.com/BagshotBand
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882605 
882426 
882337 
  
882534 
465214 

882334  
882414 
881973  
882798 
882798 
880903 
882426 
881839 
 
882534 
882106 
01189 332 379 
882351 
842662 
07554 775429 
101 
880075 
882210 
882687 
882344 
882605 
882341 
880075 
881021 
883551 
880852 
882605 
882453 
882410 
 
883624 
0794 021 2441 
883838 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS  
The dialling code is 01256, unless otherwise stated. 

Allotments 
Basingstoke Gazette   
Brownies 
St. Leonard’s Church                             
Breach Lane Chapel 
Catholic Church 
Clift Surgery Patient Group 
Cricket Club (Sherfield) 
Cricket Club (ST & HW) 
Evergreens                    
Football (Junior)              
Happy Faces Playgroup 
Loddon Players 
Loddon Quilters 
Loddon Valley Link 
Lunch Club.  
NWR   
Stratfield Saye Parish Council 
Stratfield Turgis Parish Meeting 
Sherfield Parish Council 
Police - local beat officer 
Police - report an incident 
Poppies 
Post Office 
Rainbows 
Sherfield. Community Care Grp  
Sherfield Fete 
Sherfield Dist. Gardening Club 
Sherfield Show 
Short Mat Bowls 
Toddler Group 0-5s  
Tree Warden.  
Village Green Volunteers 
Whist Drive  
Women’s Institute 
Village Hall  
Caretaker/Bookings 
Management Committee 
Fund Raising Committee                                                                                 

Bruce Batting      
Chris Horton 
Sue Handasyde-Dick 
See inside back page 
Geoff Belsham                            
Fr. Chris Rutledge 
John Darker 
Andy Stevens 
Paul Baldwin 
Jean Berntsen 
Fred Berntsen  
Peggy Hutchins                         
Chris Horton 
Pris O’Rourk 
(See back pages )  
Helen Belsham                           
Gill Fearon 
Penny Mayo 
Sheila Campbell (Chair) 
Karen Ross (Clerk)                 
PC  James Rickaby 
Police Control Room 
Natalie Larner 
 
Pam Luck 
Doreen Tosswill 
Bruce Batting 
Linda Syckelmoore 
Natalie Larner                                  
Norman Stanley 
Judith Sullivan                           
Jane Jordan 
Bruce Batting                         
Virgilius Vickers  
Val Denny                                                                 
 
Loraine Smith 
Ivan Gosden 
Alan Ball                                                                    

Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information. 
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HOUSE CLEANING BY MARIA. Reliable and affordable service. 
Friendly, experienced lady who cleans every corner. References. 
Sunday morning clean after Saturday party also available . Tel 07933 
316989. Email mariacleaning@live.co.uk 

LOCAL DRIVING INSTRUCTOR  Experienced (20 years) now living in 
Sherfield Park.  Good results, patient with learners, also Pass Plus and 
refresher lesson. Graham Ling 01256 882584 

LOCAL PROFESSIONAL INTERIOR and EXTERIOR DECORATOR  
First class job guaranteed.  Over 30 years experience. No job too 
small.  For a free estimate ring Ian on 01256 882132 or mobile 
07876021772 

LOCAL EXPERIENCED TAX ADVISER  Self assessment tax returns, 
arrears, claims, payroll, self employed, VAT returns.  Initial 
consultation free. Call: 07920 112533 or email: 
david_hitchins@msn.com 

SEWING, EXPERIENCED AND CONVENIENT. Di is now back in the 
conservatory, Sherfield Garden Centre. Bespoke dressmaking, 
clothing alterations, repairs, curtains & blinds and soft furnishings. Call 
Diana on 07796 045944. 

P C SUPORT.  For technical help with PCs, Macs, tablets, internet, wi-
fi: repairs, upgrades and installation: Call Ian on 07977 143310. 

INSIDE/OUT. Garden maintenance, mowing, planting. Alterations, 
everything considered. Home maintenance, carpentry, tiling, flooring.   
Tel: 01256 882696 or 077134 70223. email: 
rdam549@googlemail.com. 

WINDOW CLEANER. Windows cleaned or gutters cleared - one off or 
regularly. Local, reliable window cleaner (testimonials available). For a 
quote call Pete Owen on 07762 616600 pjhcleaning@btinternet.com 

MARK WAYNE PORTER, PLASTERER. Quality local service. 
Plastering, skimming, alterations, renovations, ceilings and rendering. 
Free estimates and advice. Tel 01256 883045 or 07950 762238. 

CUPCAKE CENTRAL. Local home made beautiful cupcakes and 
celebration cakes for all occasions. See www.cupcakecentral.net or 
call Emma on 07833 432741 for more details. 

DICKINSON'S GARDEN AND TREE MAINTENANCE, for general 
garden maintenance needs including mowing the lawn, hedge cutting, 
weeding borders, tree care and removal. Please contact Graeme on 
07955310046/01256880504 or graemedickinson@yahoo.co.uk  

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

mailto:mariacleaning@live.co.uk
mailto:david_hitchins@msn.com
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
mailto:pjhcleaning@btinternet.com
http://www.cupcakecentral.net
mailto:graemedickinson@yahoo.co.uk
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SINGING AND PIANO LESSONS. All ages, abilities and confidence 
levels welcome. Liz Scott Hall MA, LTCL (Member ISM and ISME, CRB 
checked)  For further information call 01256 882562, or Mob 
07811197761. Email: esh@music-is-fun.co.uk 

FUNKY FUN & FORMAL PLANTERS. Wooden planters of all sizes 
and designs made to order, troughs, towers wall mounted or hanging, 
interior planters. Tel: 01256 882696 or 077134 70223. email: 
rdam549@googlemail.com 

BLOSSOMING BUTTERCUPS. Baby Massage with the IAIM and Baby 
Messy Play. Small affordable groups at Sherfield Park. One to one 
private tuition available for baby massage. Go to www.blossoming-
buttercups.co.uk  or Christine on 07557133606 

BABYSITTER. Available covering local area. Qualified nurse, now a 
school matron, available for evening babysitting for children of all ages. 
GSOH, reliable, CRB checked. Contact Nicky on 07896827904.  

HOLIDAY COTTAGE TO LET IN  NOSS MAYO DEVON. 2 bedrooms, 
lovely views, 15 mins walk to beach and coastal path walks. 20mins 
from Plymouth. No pets allowed.  Contact Vickie on 01256 880391. 

EXPERIENCED QUALIFIED GARDENER. Regular or one off visits. 
mowing, tidy ups, hedge cutting, spraying, planting. Free garden 
consultations. Contact Colin. 07940 585855, colin.w@gardener.com 

AQUATIC STORE. Fish, tropical and cold water, aquatic plants, ponds 
and accessories, water features and more. Please visit The 
Watergardens, Sherfield Garden Centre, Wildmoor Lane.  Tel 01256 
882911. 

DOMICILIARY CARER. 48 year old female, fully trained, experienced 
carer. CRB cleared and Carer Public Liability Insurance. Friendly and 
understanding, offering personal care especially to the elderly.  Call 
Michelle on 07776 255688. 

ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
Small ads are £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space permitting. 
Requests are dealt with in order.  
Advertising enquiries to:      Pip Iles Tel. 01256 880559 
 advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk 

Deadline for ads. for next edition is 10th of the month 

mailto:esh@music-is-fun.co.uk
mailto:rdam549@googlemail.com
http://www.blossoming-buttercups.co.uk
http://www.blossoming-buttercups.co.uk
mailto:colin.w@gardener.com
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk


 

 

Loddon Valley Link Management Committee 

Editor for the May edition – Brian Archer 

Email: editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk 

Committee  Member: Revd. Sammie Armstrong. Tel. 01189816593 
 email: sc.cedars@greenbee.net  
Hartley Rep.: Dr. John Williams     Tel. 01256 882705 
 email: lawnfarm@aol.com 
Sherfield Park Rep: Eileen Leivesley       Tel: 01256 882938 
 email: eileen.leivesley@sky.com 
Stratfield Saye Rep: Germano Giugovaz   Tel: 01189 332166   
Editor: Claire Osborne        Tel. 01256 324458 
 email: guyclaire@tiscali.co.uk 
Editor: Simon Boase  Tel: 01256 881250 
 email: sibo999@gmail.com 
Editor: Brian Archer    Tel. 01256 882099 
 email: brianarcher@btinternet.com 
Editor: Jane Abrams   Tel. 01256 881188 
 email: jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk 

Advertising enquiries to Pip Iles Tel. 01256 880559 
 advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk 

Deadline for ads. for next edition is 10th of the month 

Due to the Easter Break, we would be grateful if you could 
submit copy for the May edition no later than 14th April 

Chairman: Dr. Donald Dawson     Tel. 01256 882379 

                                     dgdawson@sky.com 

Treasurer:              Pip Iles                          Tel.01256 880559 

Secretary:              Ilene Iles                 pip.ilene@tiscali.co.uk 
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ADVERTISING IN THIS MAGAZINE AND ONLINE 
Small ads are £5 monthly for a maximum of 30 words, space    

permitting. Requests are dealt with in order.  
Display Ads, please contact the treasurer below. 

mailto:editor@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk
mailto:jheath2226@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:advertising@loddonvalleylink.hampshire.org.uk


 

 

CHURCH OFFICERS 

Priest in Charge Vacancy 
Assistant Priest:  Rev. Sammie Armstrong  Tel: 01189 816593 
Curate:        Rev. John Lenton                   Tel: 01256 880570 
                        Priest responsible for Bramley & Little London 
Licensed               Richard Elphick     Tel. 01256 882860 
Readers:               Dr. John Williams Tel. 01256 882705 
          Andrew Doggart  Tel:  01256 880092 
Church Admin:    Lisa Goodall         Tel: 01256 882788 
ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, SHERFIELD ON LODDON 
Churchwardens: Peter Gould                   Tel. 01256 882538 
 Richard Elphick      Tel. 01256 882860 
Treasurer:  Dan Farrow        Tel. 01256 882680 
Organists: Mike Abrams                    Tel. 01256 881188 
 Brian Archer      Tel. 01256 882099 
ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE 
Churchwarden: Dr. John Williams  Tel. 01256 882705  
Treasurer: Charles Atkinson        Tel: 01256 882459 
Organist  Dr. Gill Williams   Tel. 01256 882705 
ST. MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL 
Churchwarden: Pip Iles                        Tel. 01256 880559                                                                                                                                                                    
Treasurer: Michael Webster   Tel. 01256 882413 
Organists: Dr. Gill Williams  Tel. 01256 882705 
 Andrew Doggart  Tel: 01256 880092 
MESSY CHURCH, SHERFIELD PARK 
Leaders:       Amanda Prince         Tel: 01256 880703 
         Carol Armstrong       Tel: 01189 816593 

Page 59 

Please note: the Loddon Valley Link Management 
Committee cannot be held responsible for the reliability or 
quality of any goods, work or services in this publication. 

A big thank you to all box holders who collectively raised 
the grand sum of £583.90 which I am sure the Childrens 
Society will be very pleased to receive. 

If anyone would like a box in which to put their odd loose change, 
Neville or myself would be pleased to drop one off.  It’s amazing 
how the odd coppers mount up over the course of the year.   Our 
numbers are 880459 and 882753 respectively.  

Neville Biden and Jeannette Kirby 



 

 


