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BENEFICE WORSHIP - SEPTEMBER 2008
Sunday 7th SEPTEMBER     Trinity 16
10.00am   Holy Communion   St Leonard’s Sherfield
10.00am   Family Service              St Mary Stratfield Saye*
  6.30pm   Evensong & Communion          St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

Sunday 14th SEPTEMBER     Trinity 17
10.00am   Morning Worship   St Leonard’s Sherfield
        and Sunday Club at St Leonard’s Church
10.00am   Harvest Family Service   St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
11.15am  Prayer Book Communion   St Mary’s Stratfield Saye*

Sunday 21st SEPTEMBER     Trinity 18
10.00am   Holy Communion  St Leonard’s Sherfield

      and Sunday Club at St Leonard’s Church
  6.30pm   Evensong    St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

Wednesday 24th SEPTEMBER
  4.00 - 4.20pm Harvest Toddler Service  St Leonard’s Sherfield

Sunday 28th SEPTEMBER     Trinity 19
  8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP)        St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
10.00am   Harvest Family Service  St Leonard’s Sherfield 
11.15am   Harvest Songs of Praise        St Mary Stratfield Saye*       

      & Harvest Lunch in the Village Hall

Sunday 5th OCTOBER     Trinity 20
10.00am   Holy Communion  St Leonard’s Sherfield
10.00am   Family Service             St Mary Stratfield Saye*
  6.30pm   Evensong & Communion         St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
[*Drive up close to the white gates, which open automatically]

       Children are welcome at all our services. 
Services in talics are particularly geared to children and families. 
Children’s Busy Bags are available at the back of St Leonard’s 

Church.
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Harvest Time :  Endings an d New Beginnings

This month will see Harvest Fest ival services in 
all our churches.   The harvest  has been brought 
in and we will give thanks for it .  The farmer 
however will a lready be planning what  crop he 
will plant next  year and probably be preparing 
the ground for it  before the end of the month. 

The Olympics have ended.  A ll the preparat ion 
and effort  has resulted in medals for some and 
disappointment for others.  The ending ceremony passed on the 
torch for the next Olympics in London   in 2012.  Athletes will be      
planning the ir training programmes in the hopes of that e lusive gold 
medal, perhaps even someone from our community (see cent re page 
art icle).

The holidays for many are ended for this year and now is the time 
for returning to work for adult s and to school for children……  fresh 
starts in new classes, with new teachers, maybe even new schools  
or a move to university.  Over the summer several couples have been 
married in our churches. For them an end to one pattern of life and 
the beginning of a new married life together with all the challenges 
that presents.

Each of the above examples will require great effort  if the result  of 
the new beginning is to be successful.  Sadly over the summer there 
have been some deaths in our community and within some families 
know n to us.  Is this simply the end?  An ending with no new   
beginning?  For Christ ians the answer is an emphatic NO.   

For death is the beginning of eternal life for believers in Jesus.  Is 
there a lot of planning and preparat ion required?  Again the answer 
is NO. 

All that  is required is to believe and trust  in Jesus as Lord.  As you 
will find in reading St John’s gospel in chapter three, “Everyone who 
believes in him may have eternal life . For God so loved the world that  
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not  
perish but  have eternal life”.
Death will come to all of us; let  us prepare for that new beginning.

Dr John Williams



Every Sunday at 10.30am - Family 
Worship and Sunday School.

BREACH LANE BAPTIST 
CHAPEL
Services and Activities
Contact: Rev d. Chris Russe ll 01 276 21469 
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From the Parish Registers
Baptisms - Congratulations to...
3rd A ugust  - Emily Florence Sedgw ick w as Baptised into  th e                   

         Christia n Fa mily at  St . Mary’s Church, Stratf ield Saye .
3rd A ugust  - Harry James S inf ieto-Mardell and Nic k Mard ell (Harry ’s 

         father) w ere Baptised  into the Christ ian Family at            
         St . L eonard’s Church,  Sherfield-on-Loddon

Weddings - Congratulations to the following couples
5th Ju ly - Nina Rossiter & Pa ul Harriso n at St . Leon ard’s

12th July - Amy Jo nes & Andrew  Wrig ht at  St . L eonard’s
12th July - Jessica Goertz & Matthew  Pinyou n at St.  Le on ard’s

18th July - Robert  Tuckw ell & Victoria Pye at St. Leo nard ’s
9th Aug ust - Tere nce Robinson & Nicola Pew ter at St. Mary’s Church, 

         Str atf ield Saye

22nd August - Michelle Moor & Lu ke Baker blessing a t S t L eonard’s

23rd August - Lisa Torres & James Doug las at St. Leonard’s

Funerals
31st July - Hugh Frederic k ‘Eric ’ Pr ice [82] cremat ion service at
                Basingsto ke fo llow ed by Service of Thanksg iv ing and

                Celebration at St.  Mary’s Church, Stratf ield Saye.

15th Au gust - Brian A lfred Cole [85] cremat ion service at Basingstoke

                 follow ed by a service of Thanksg iv ing and Celebra tio n at

                 St. Mary’s Church, Stratf ield Saye.

ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc
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Hugh Frederick (ERIC) Price
1926 – 2008

The Loddon Valley Link (LVL) Management Committee send their 
sincere condolences to Ann Price on the loss of her husband    
Eric.  Eric was one of the founder members of the “new” LVL  
Management Committee in 1998 along with Esme Ward, Mary 
Chessell, Bob Politt, John Williams and Donald Dawson and       
remained on the committee, representing Stratfield Saye, until 
early this year when ill health forced him to relinquish the post.  

As well as being a committee member 
Eric was active as a collator and        
distributor,   being involved with the 
magazine from its conception to final  
delivery.   He had a  quiet determination 
and dedication to the tasks involved in 
the production of the magazine.
Eric took a strong interest in village   
matters, having the interests of Stratfield 
Saye at heart.  His love of St Mary’s 
Church and of the countryside is to be 
shown in the sale of his collection of 
countryside memorabilia on September 
11th (see advert for the sale in this 

magazine, page 6).   
He was a keen naturalist who loved animals, and in particular a 
visiting pheasant to his garden whom he hand fed, and his own 
devoted cat Webster.  He will be sorely missed by all.  As we 
heard at his Service of Remembrance, 

Donald Dawson
Chairman, LVL Management Committee
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Editor.  Brian Archer:
Please note that the Editor for the next two     
editions of the Loddon Valley Link will be      
Caroline Rowe. Her contact details are on    
page 44 of the magazine.  
Please note that items for publication must reach 
the editor by the published deadline if they are to 
be included.  The deadline is September 16th.   

Please note
The Loddon Valley Link Co mmitt ee cannot be he ld respon sible for the reliability 
or quality of any work or service provide d by advertisers.   
Neithe r wil l they accept:  
i Any item received anonymously.   Please supply your name and ad dre ss with 

mat erial you wish to be considered for publication.
i Announce ment s, invitations o r adve rtise ment s from a thi rd par ty.  A 

The Late Eric Price collection of agricultural bygones and     
animal traps to be auctioned by on   

Thursday September 11th from 10 in the morning at           
Highfield Farm, Heckfield, Hants. RG27 0LG

Proceeds in aid of 
St. Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye

Hay knife
11 traps
Snare
Wood saw
Pitch Fork
3 Bobbins
Man Trap
2 cooking pot 
hooks

Dung Fork
Silage knife
Chain measure
Mink Trap
Old Dieve
BullPole
Door latches
Bits and Stirrups
Steel wheel

Yoke
Mole trap
Scythe
Carriage step
Hand post borer
Small cross cut 
saw
Tethering chains
Hurricane lamps
Old shop scales
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        Toddler Time 0 to 5s
          St Leonard’s Church, Sherfield

      Next Toddler service 
          Wednesday 4.00-4.20pm 

    24th September
Nursery Rhymes, Story, Prayer.

Healthy refreshments for the toddlers.
Meet on the red carpet in church.

All welcome!
                         Revd. Bob Politt
                                01189 882209

Sunday 14th September
10.00am Harvest Family Service — Hartley Wespall

Sunday 28th September
10.00am Harvest Family Service — Sherfield

11.15am Harvest Songs of Praise — Stratfield Saye

Children are encouraged to bring gifts of food which 
can be presented during the service.

All food donated will be given to The Loddon School 
for children with Special Needs.
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God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what  he sows, the one who 
sows to please the Spirit , from the Spirit  will reap eternal life.  Let  us 
not  become weary in doing good, for at the proper t ime we will reap 
a harvest  if we do not  give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity,  
let  us do good to all people.   

Prayer for the Month
Lord Jesus, we pray for those who have to make decisions about    
the resources of the earth, may they use all your gifts responsibly. 
We give thanks for those to whom we owe our harvest , all whose  
labour and dedication enables us to share in the result s of the world’s 
resources. We pray for farmers the world over, faced with new    
challenges each year, coping with climate change and economic  
pressures, especially those farmers in the third world. Help us to 
share the produce of rich countries to prevent  starvat ion in those 
where the harvest has failed. May we all be faithful stewards in using 
the resources you have given to each of us, for the benefit of all.

Prayer Points for SEPTEMBER
i Pray for those unsure of their future, worried by the  proble ms         

of   the so-called “cre dit  cr unch” threaten ing t heir homes and       
employme nt.

i Pray for the childr en a s they return to  schoo l in  Septe mber  and     
especially for those who are  starting for the f irst t ime and for those  
who are changing  schools a nd  for those who  moving to  h igher    
education, ca lm their fears and help the m to  trust in  you.

i Pray for all teachers  who have the  responsib ility for our children   
and grandch ildren.

i Pray for our ow n country in a world s o full of  anxiet ies and  
worries, uncertain of the  future and unsure of t he way for-
ward.

i Pray for peace in Iraq and Afghanistan and a ll c ountries 
where  v iolence and ter ror cause so  many to live in  fear 
each day.  Pray  for leaders to  take  forward t he peace   
processes in these countries. 
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Saturday, September 6th, 13th and 
20th from 10am to 4pm

 Volunteers will be in 
attendance to greet you at the church.  
Everyone is welcome to visit for quiet 

reflection, a prayer, to study the 
architecture or to                           

view the church with a 
wedding in mind.   

Thank You
Roger and Geraldine Dare would like to thank everyone for their 
prayers, loving care and kindness through these past few weeks 
while Roger was in hospital.  For all the lifts that helped Geraldine 
to get to the hospital and for the many cards and phone calls      
received, and most of all for the wonderful Christian love that we 
felt surrounding us during this very worrying time.
Thank you and God Bless you all.

A Personal ‘Thank You’ from Gill, Dave, Sid and Joe
Grace Bowman’s family would like to thank everyone for their 
prayers, cards, flowers, donations, messages and kind thoughts.  
The sympathetic consideration of so many people at this time is 
greatly appreciated.  Thank you for paying tribute to such a      
wonderful lady.

   St. Leonard’s Church OPEN to VIEW 
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Loddon Quilters 
Meet in Sherfield Hall on the third Thursday in the 
month from 1.30 pm to 4.30 pm

We are a friendly group of enthusiasts, novices to experts, who 
meet to learn from, and be inspired by, one another. Our activities, 
like our talents, are varied.
You can see a display of our work at the Sherfield Show on 6th. 
September. 

  We start our new year on Thursday September 17th 
why not come along and visit us or contact:

   Priscilla O’Rourke 01256 881839 
   Barbara Payne  01256 768674 for further details

ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc 

California Comes to Sherfield on Loddon
St Leonard’s Church is bringing a touch of San Diego California to 
Sherfield on Loddon next March when the Church hosts a concert 
by San Diego’s civic organist, Dr Carol Williams.

Welsh born, Dr Williams is world 
renowned and has played organs 
in many countries around the 
world including the inaugural    
organ concert at Beijing’s        
Forbidden City Concert Hall,
China.  More locally she has 
played at Reading Town Hall, 
Salisbury Cathedral, St Mary’s   

Andover and the Winchfield Festival.
The concert will be on 19th March 2009 in the church and tickets, 
in aid of the Church extension fund, will be on sale in the New 
Year.
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Sherfield & District Gardening Club
Do you enjoy gardening? Would you like to 
meet like minded people to swap ideas?

We plan a varied programme including talks from experts 
and garden visits.  Discount for members at Whitewater 
Nursery,  Heckfield and from Thompson and Morgan 
seed catalogues.  We meet in the Liddell Hall at       
Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Hall at 8.00pm on the third 
Monday of each month.

Next Meeting: September 15th
Kevin Hughes talking about plants for               

late summer interest
For further details contact:

Linda on 882341 or Vanessa on 881760

   An Auctioneer’s Lot 
Meet Philip Serrell from BBC’s Flog it!  

      and Bargain Hunt………
     Sunday 21 September 2pm 
       at Sherfield Village Hall.  

Tickets £10, to include Cream Tea, from Loraine 
(881498) or Tracy (07920 130460).

Come along to hear Philip’s talk and you are welcome to bring 
items for an informal valuation during the afternoon.  There 
will be audience question-time, and signed copies of Philip’s 

books will also be available.
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Village Hall Matters
Reg C harity  272385 

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
Hopefully, you w ill have read about  the Village 
Hall Centenary Diary on the form which     
accompanies this issue of the Link.  Please spend a few minutes to fill in 
the form and drop it in to the Hall the next  time you are passing.   Just 
imagine, you now have an opportunity to tell your friends that you have 
made a start  on your Christmas shopping!
The launch of our diary marks the start  of the Centenary celebrat ions 
and we are looking forw ard to invit ing you to a number of great  events 
at the Hall next year, culminat ing in a very, VERY  special weekend 
around our Jubilee day of 15 December 2009.
In the meantime, there are great  events taking place this year, too, 
which shouldn’t be missed:

SUNDAY 21 SEPTEMBER, 2pm – “An Auctioneer’s Lot”.

Philip Serrell from BBC’s Flog it ! and Bargain Hunt  will give a talk – you 
are welcome to bring along items for an informal valuat ion.  Cream tea 
included in the t icket  price of £10, available from Loraine, 881498 or 
Tracy, 07920 130460.  PoSH discount  tickets accepted.
SATURDAY 27 SEPTEMBER, 11.30 til late – Sherfield Beer       
Fest iva l 2008

If you’re not  at  an ant ique shop, t rying to sell the t reasure you          
discovered last  Sunday (or if you need solace after discovering your 
t reasure was a fake!) … come and sample 15 real ales, a de licious hog 
roast , local cheeses, chilli and listen to live music all afternoon.  Free taxi 
service home to Chineham/Bramley between 5 and 11pm.  Tickets at £5 
Tickets from Loraine or Tracy - numbers as above.  PoSH discount    
t ickets accepted.

SATURDAY 11 OCTOBER, 7.30pm – “Micky Salburg’s Crystal 
Ballroom Dance Band”.  This is a touring comedy musical, set in the 
‘50s.  This has had great  review s, so if you love rock ‘n’ roll and live 
theat re, contact  Loraine or Tracy for t ickets (£12.50 to include supper).  
PoSH discount tickets accepted.

                                                                      

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
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“A PUSH FOR POSH” 
One o f the ea siest way s to support the  Vi llage Hall is by becoming a Patron.  
This costs just £12 per household from S eptember 2008 to  August 2009.   Not 
only does this  generate v aluab le and much needed income for the hal l, i t also 
enti tle s y ou to  free en try  into our A nnual Prize Draw which tak es p lace  in Ju ly  
2009 (th is y ear’s  fir st prize was a Mark s & Spencer voucher fo r £50).   

This year we are al so offer ing Patrons a 20% discount on a single en-
try ticket to any event organi sed by the Friends of the Village Hall  dur-
ing the ne xt twelve months.  We ho ld a PoSH co ffee morning on the second 
Saturday  o f each month at 10.30 am in the Garden Room at which Pa trons ar e 
enti tled to a  free cup of co ffee/tea and b iscui ts. This event is open to  al l    com-
ers and is a great opportunity  to  meet up w ith other v il lager s and patrons fo r a  
social  get-together.  New Patrons app l ication forms may  be found at a variety  
o f locations around the v illage,  including the Vi llage Hall , as we ll as on our web-
site at www.sh erfieldvillagehal l.co .uk, or call our Patrons Secretary, Mrs. Jill 
Bingham, on 882416.   If y ou are a lapsed Pa tron and would like to  renew 
y our subscription Ji ll would be  happy to send y ou a simple r enewal form.   We 
do hope you will consider beco ming a Patron by join ing PoSH.

Results of the published in last months        
Issue were:
1st Prize - Bruce and Pauline Jones (20 questions correctly         
answered, 59 minutes) - Chose Meal for 4 at the White Hart

2nd Prize - The Cooke Family (19 questions 
right, 1 hr 1 minute) - Chose Hamper from Wel-
lington Farm Shop
3rd Prize - Audrey and Ian Gordon (19 questions 
right, 1 hr 6   minutes) - Family Day pass to 
Wellington Country Park

(Sorry, Chris, 9th place - 4 wrong answers - but by far the fastest 
in 28 minutes!!!)  We raised £74 from entry fees plus the pub is 
donating £100.  Special thanks to the White Hart Pub for sponsor-
ing this event and thanks also to Wellington Park and Farm Shop 
for their prize donations.  Loraine will be able to tell you how many 
pieces of jigsaw she and Colin sold on the day 
at lcol1974@yahoo.co.uk.

www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk
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LODDON SPORTS JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB
The Club hosted a over a two day period in early  
August with reading Football Club.  Twenty-five boys and girls took 
part and although numbers were slightly down everyone had an 
enjoyable and fun time.
Preparation for the new season is underway.  Training commences 
on Saturday, August 30th on the Village  Green from 10 am.     
Boys and girls from 41/2 years of age are welcome.  The league 
programme commences in the weekend September 6/7th.       
Newcomers wishing to join are very welcome - especially in the  
Under 9 category.  Details from the Club Secretary on 
01256/882798                                                     

         THE EVERGREENS
          CLUB FOR THE 
          OVER 60’s
         Reported by
        

The Club’s meeting held on August 
4th featured a talk given by Alison 
Owen from the Hampshire Trading 
Standards Department based in    
Winchester.  The talk entitled 
“Doorstep Crimes” was very interest-
ing and informative.  At the end, every 

Member received and information pack to assist with any concerns 
they may have.

Sadly two members who had left the club through ill health have 
passed away.  Nan Turvey (101), a long serving club member and 
Brian Cole.  Our condolences go to both families during their sad 
time.
Unfortunately the proposed trips to Salisbury, the New Forest and 
Portsmouth had to be cancelled due to lack of numbers and the 
spiralling cost of transport.  The next meeting of the Club will be 
Monday, September 1st.  The Club urgently needs new members.  
If interested, phone 01256/882798
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Home are the travellers from over the sea

Welcome back to Bob and Rody
We are delighted to have Bob and Rody back with us and we look 
forward to hearing more about their trip to sites of pilgrimage in 
France and Spain.

They walked to Santiago de Compostela and survived back packing 
and sore feet. They have seen the pilgrims at Lourdes, spent time 
at Taize and been to the Spring Harvest holiday site in the Vendee.
For those who have not heard, the end of their trip was marred by 
a family tragedy. Rody’s nephew and two of his children were killed 
in a road traffic accident in Cambridgeshire at the end of July 

So we receive you back with open arms but promise to give you 
time to settle in before we shall expect a picture show of all your 
experiences.  

Hartley Wespall Coffee Morning
A big thank you to all who supported the above event  
in July.  A fantastic amount of £511.20p. was raised, 
making it our best yet.  So many thanks to everyone 
who kindly gave their time, it wouldn't be possible   
without your help.
Thank you again, everyone.   

The Rotherwick Gift Fair is again being held in 
aid of a local charity, The League of Friends Odi-
ham Cottage Hospital on Thursday, 2nd October       
between 10 am and 4 pm in the Rotherwick       
Village Hall. Entrance £4.  We hope to raise a large 
amount for this worthy cause.
Many thanks for your support,
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A Tale of Two Sportsmen: Matthew and Nicholas Pipe
Reported by Dr Kevin Powell
It might be the second consecut ive week of rain in August  2012, but 
there is plenty of sporting achievement to be ce lebrated in Strat field 
Saye: Matthew “Matt” Pipe     
begins his medal campaign      
for diving in the London       
Olympics and his brother,   
Nicholas “Nick” Pipe, has been 
selected for the Reading FC   
junior squad. Whilst  we’ll have  
to wait  another four years to  
see if this predict ion comes t rue, 
it is a   fact today that  our   
Benefice has two very talented 
young sportsmen. 
Matt and Nick are familiar to those who attend Family Services at St 
Mary’s St ratfie ld Saye. Indeed, rare ly a service goes by w ithout the 
brothers confident ly leading the reading or the intercessions, not  to   
ment ion greet ing the congregation or handing out  biscuit s and 
sweets. However, very few will be aware that these confident young 
men are particularly accomplished in their chosen sport . Whilst  their 
grandfather, Roy Best, who is St Mary’s churchwarden, counted the 
collection after the August Family Service, I had the pleasure of     
learning about  the brothers’ numerous sporting achievements.

At  fourteen years, Matt is the same age as Tom Daley, the diving 
prodigy represent ing Team GB in the Beijing Olympic Games. Like 
Tom, Matt  has ce lebrated numerous major tit les. Matt’s most         
signif icant  achievement was winning second place at the Nat ional 
Skills Diving Finals in Leeds in 2006. It  was a gruelling compet ition, 
involving 17 compet itors from across England and Dublin, each having 
to demonst rate the ir skills in 12 different  dives. To the uninit iated, 
diving nomenclature can seem quite bewildering: Poolside spring 
header up and over, reverse pike  sit and back tuck jump to name but  
a few . However, Matt is well-prepared, practicing at least  three t imes 
a week in the Reading Central Pool. In addition to supreme fitness 
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and technique, Matt warns that concent rat ion is critical; any lapse 
could result  in a painful water landing he report s, whilst wincing at  
the thought  of the odd t raining dive. I asked Matt if he hopes to  
contend in the London 2012 Olympics. “Absolutely!” came his      
confident  response. At this point, Roy took a brief respite from his 
count ing and told us that he intends to “hold on long enough” to   
see his grandson represent his country. 
The Pipe family also has a sk illed young footballer in it s midst . Nick’s 
team has come in the first  tw o spits in 4 leagues and he has won 10 
tournaments. After 5 years in goal, Nick, 12, plays a pivotal role in 
defence for his team, Reading Rangers, who play at  Sol Joe l Park on 
the edge of Lower Earley. Nick’s pract ice schedule sees him on the 
pitch at least once a week, w ith a fixture on most Saturdays. 

One of Nick’s more memorable victories saw his team scoring         
12 goals, whilst  his solid rear-guard ensured not  one goal was          
conceded. When I asked Nick the name of the opposit ion, he      
modest ly declined to name and shame. His favourite teams are   
Reading FC and Manchester United FC. I asked him for which team 
he ’d like to play. Reading would be his first  choice although, on     
reflection, he felt  that Man U might provide better remuneration. 

When not  part icipat ing at the top of their chosen sports, the brothers 
are in the First  Earley Boys Brigade. Naively, I expected to learn that  
they use this opportunity to relax: “Not a bit  of it”, came the reply.   
The First Earley group is noted for it s table tennis prowess, not  to 
ment ion a rather energetic camping expedition from which they    
had returned the day before. 

Despite their busy lives, Matt  and Nick thoroughly enjoy coming to 
church, where they get the opportunity to he lp in the running of the 
service. They really are a credit to our benefice!
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                                                            Re g cha rity  No:29 6645

                                        
Basingsto ke & District Branch

By getting on those walking shoes for a

MEMORY WALK on
Saturday 20th September 2008
At 11am in EASTROP PARK

The start/finish line is at the performance canopy in front 
of the large boating pond

The circuit is 0.6 miles so we suggest two
laps making a total of 1.2 miles.  The walk

is suitable for wheelchairs and buggies so come
and have some fun and exercise

HURRY! Get your sponsor forms
now and further information from

Diane or Jane on
01256 363393
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The Women’s Institute
Reported by Ilene Iles

Our meeting in July was a coach trip  to West Quay, Southampton and a 
“3 River Cruise” from there covering the Rivers Itchen, Test and Ha mble.   

We left the quay at approximately 11 a.m. and were given an interesting 
commentary as we sailed up Southa mpton Water, v isiting the three   
rivers.   We were lucky enough to see the QE2 in berth and  were told 
that she will sail for the last time ( in Septe mber) to Dubai and will be 
taken out of service, having been launched in 1969.   We had lunch on 
board our vessel and returned to the quay at approximately 2.15 p.m. 
for our coach journey home.  A most enjoyable trip  – our thanks  to   
Tess Morris for arranging this!

The Meeting in August was opened by our President, Tess Morris,      
recovering from her knee operation.   She mentioned that several    
Members had  attended “Nan” Turvey’s funeral and that a basket of  
flowers had been sent from the W.I.   She also  thanked everyone for 
their cards and good wishes for her recovery from her operation.   The 
Business Meeting took place.   Correspondence was dealt with, the 
Treasurer’s Report received, a trip to Braemore was discussed and a  
possible booking of seats for “Aladdin” at The Anvil.    Dee Bulpitt     
mentioned that the walk on Thursday would  be round Hartley Wespall. 
Birthday cards were distributed by Brenda Frost.

We then enjoyed a very interesting talk by Mrs Jackie Cowan on the 
Hampsh ire and Isle of Wight Air Ambulance.   This was launched in Ju ly 
2007 and, to date, has carried out 800 miss ions (4 to 5 missions per 
day).  They have one helicopter and a team of 6 paramedics  (who must 
have at least 3 years training) 2 doctors (the doctors are volunteers), 
and work in shifts.   They fly 7 days per week, 8 hours per day and fly 
only in daylight.   They deal with traffic inc idents or collisions, incidents 
in the work place, sports injuries etc.  Mrs Cowan explained that they 
receive no Government funding and  rely on fund raising and donations.  
One of our Members mentioned to Mrs  Cowan that she had recently   
received the assistance of the Wiltshire Air Ambulance Service and     
endorsed our appreciation of the wonderful work carried our by this    
service.  A collection was taken.

Tea was served and the Raffle drawn.

Next Meeting – Wednesday, 3r d September 2008 - Business Meeting    
followed by a talk by Mrs Jennifer Rose entitled “A Tr ibute to Joyce 
Grenfell”.
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At the beginning of July we were exceedingly lucky with the 
weather when we went on our local ramble.  It had been very 
changeable beforehand, but the evening was dry and reasonably 
warm and we enjoyed walking along by the golf course behind 
Sherfield School, across to the woods and back via the river near 
Hartley Wespall.  Some of the group were amazed at the lovely 
countryside on our doorstep!  We ended the evening with a meal at 
the Four Horseshoes and felt justified in indulging in the delicious 
puds!
More recently we held a Book Review evening for those of us 
around in August.  We talked about books we had recently read  
and this included ‘Salmon Fishing in the Yemen’ by Paul Torday, a 
send-up of officialdom and bureaucracy which is very funny.  
‘Dandelion Soup’ by Babs Horton was recommended, which is set   
in Ireland and Spain.  Some of us had read ‘The Kite Runner’ by 
Khaled Hosseini which is about two boys growing up together in  
Afghanistan and how their lives change after a traumatic event and 
then the subsequent invasion by Russia and eventually the rule of 
the Taliban.  
Another book related to this topic which was mentioned is ‘The 
Swallows of Kabul’ by Yasmina Khadra.  ‘The Memory Keeper’s 
Daughter’ by Kim Edwards was also recommended, which is about 
twins, one of which suffered from Down’s Syndrome, who were 
separated at birth.   A discussion ensued about the difficulties facing 
families with disabled children.  Finally, a favourite from the past 
has been recently re-read and enjoyed – ‘Sons and Lovers’ by D.H. 
Lawrence.
Our September meeting will be a play reading.  If you are interested 
in coming along to any of our meetings to see if it’s for you, please 
ring me on 882106.

Reported by Gill Fearon

Come and visit the Wellington  Farm Shop                                                         
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BA SINGSTOKE LADIES CHOIR
Fresh from their success in reaching the last 25 of the BBC's “Last 
Choir Standing”, Basingstoke Ladies Choir are looking forward to a 
busy schedule this autumn and through the winter.
They commence with the Mayor’s Charity Concert “The Talent of 
the Town” at the Anvil on Saturday 4th October (tickets available 
direct from the Anvil Box Office).

Following this the choir’s Annual Concert will 
be at the United Reformed Church in London 
Street Basingstoke on Saturday 22nd         
November.  Their guests will be the Bestwood 
Male Voice Choir from Nottingham.  Tickets 
for what will be an excellent evening will be 
available from mid-October from Kathy and 
Graham Ling on 01256 476646.

Several other engagements are in the pipe-line – watch for        
information in the Basingstoke Gazette – and then in the run up to 
Christmas the choir will be performing their normal charity         
engagements including participating in the Mayor’s Charity Concert 
at St Michael’s Church Basingstoke on Saturday 6th December   
and the “senior citizen’s” Concert at Carnival Hall on Friday 12th 
December.  As always this wil be free but with numbers limited, 
orders for tickets will be taken at the annual Concert on 22nd    
November.
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Sherfield Village  Hall
Re freshme nts

Raffle & Auction
Best Allotme nt Trophy
Entrance by Donation

Children Free

42nd SHERFIELD SHOW 2008
Saturday 6th September 
in Sherfield Village Hall

We would love you to come and join us in a traditional village 
event that is always guaranteed to bring out the smiles.  Don’t 
be shy!  Why don’t you and your children pick up a Show 
Programme, enter classes and join in the friendly competition!  

We can’t do it without you!   Great for all the family!      
Show Programmes - Post Office, Shop, Sally Brain 882275

Entries welcome from all-comers within a 15 mile radius

 8:30~10:30
10:45
 2:30
 3:30
3.45

   Staging of Exhibits
   Judging Begins
   Open to the Public
   Presentation of Awards     
   Auction & Raffle

Show Proceeds 
in aid of

     Village Hall
  & The Evergreens
      

She rfield & District 
Garde ning Club Trophy

        & The  Onion Cup

Loddon Quilte rs

Display of Work

NEW

NEW

Entries Deadline: 
7:00pm Thurs 4 Sept 
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Marriage Preparation
Marriage is a life-long investment for two 
people and can be one of life's greatest 

gifts. Marriage is about building 
relationships and there are skills we can 

learn to help us.
Last year we ran a very successful Marriage 

Course and plan to repeat the course this 
autumn. It is suitable for those preparing for 
marriage and those already married. If you 
would like to know more please contact us 

on 01256 882209.
Revd Bob & Rody 

       Saturday 11th October 2008
                 8.30—10.00am

at
        Stratfie ld Saye Village Hall
       Guest Speaker: Kevin Powell

RSVP
Revd Bob Politt 01256 882209

By Wednesday 8th October

         MEN’S

B
R

E
A

K
FA

S
T

ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc 
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Basingstoke & Deane – A Fairtrade Borough?
In recent years  the number of fairtrade to wns/cit ies/  Boroughs  has grown     
enormous ly as a result of the Fa irtrade Foundat ion’s tireless work t o b ring 
about just ice in  world tra de.  In the February editio n of the Loddon Valley  
Link we to ld you of o ur Borough’s efforts to gain Fairtrade status  and we 
can now  report that  we  are  close t o meeting the criter ia.

The Fairtrade Gro up  has  no w co mplete d the  Survey and discovered that 
we ca n meet the target of at least 26 retail and 13 catering outlets       
offering  Fairtrade products.  These need  to be listed in a Directory     
available to a ll in the Borough and the Gro up  has been exploring what 
form Basingstoke’s pub lication  sho uld ta ke.

The submiss ion  for Fairtrade status  also needs to de monstrate that efforts 
are underway to develop awarenes s of Fairtrade a mongst workp laces, 
schoo ls and p laces  of worship.  A lready we can report that one  school has 
taken  up the  challenge  to  become a Fairtrade schoo l.  Refreshment at  all 
their school events and  in  the staff room are  Fairtrade products, whilst a 
group  of e nthusiastic  pupils  are collating  evidence  of Fa irtrade  issues 
across t he curr icu lum.  They have even  he ld a Fa irtrade fashion  show!  
One of our  G roup is work ing  w ith  faith  groups.  Might churches in  the 
Sherfield Benefice  cons ider  beco ming invo lved?   The  Diocese is eager  to  
support  su ch  a move.

We have been rea lly  excited  by the most recent development;  we are    
required    to have a Fla gship Employer – an  e mp loyer who  has been     
influenced by the  ca mpaign a nd  is  extend ing its commitme nt to  Fairtrade.  
Following discuss ions with The A nvil Arts, we are proud and happy  that 
they have agreed to be o ur  Flagship Employer!  On your next vis it to The 
Anvil or  The Haymarket, do enjoy your Fairtrade refres hme nts!

Our work across the  Borough and with commun ity group s, businesses, 
schoo ls, churches  etc. will continue.  We are very aware, however, that  
ending injust ice  in trade is about  each of us ind ividually examining our 
values a nd  pr ior ities.  Do  please contact  us  if  you wo uld like  to know 
more.

Sammie  & Caro l Armstrong
sc.cedars@g reenbee.net
01189  816 593
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   The Dream of Gerontius    
By Sir Edward Elgar

Kim Marie Woodhouse - soprano
Peter Hoare - tenor

                                 Nick Warden - bass

THE NEW LONDON SINFONIA
  BASINGSTOKE CHORAL SOCIETY

                  David Gibson - conductor

   a t THE ANVIL, BASINGSTOKE
7.45pm, Saturday 22nd November

       Tickets from £10  Box Office: 012 56 84424 4

             BCS (Re g. Cha rity  274009) m e ets on We dne sda y s a nd w ould 
w elc om e  ne w singe rs to this e vent .  

For informa tion ca ll Je a n Tay lor on 0125 6 46140 2              

DOG OWNERS
Please ensure that your pet is under close  
control when out walking.  There have been a 
number of instances recently where dogs    
have not been in control and have been       
allowed to chase into private gardens causing 
considerable disturbance to the occupants.
There has been a significant improvement in 
the amount of dog mess being cleared up by 
dog owners.  What a difference this has made! As a result the 
Green is altogether a much cleaner and healthier place to enjoy.

ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS - Sept: ‘08
The STD code is 01256, unless otherwise stated.

Al lo tm ents.
Babysitting Ci rcle. 
Basingstoke Gazette.   
Bingo.  
Brownies.
St. Leonard ’s Church.                             
Breach Lane Chapel.

Catholic Church
Cricket Club
Evergreens.                   
Football  (Junior)             
Football  (Seniors) 
Happy Faces Playgroup
Loddon Players
Loddon Valley Link.
Lunch Club. 
NW R.  
Stratfield  Saye P. Council.
Sherfield  Parish Counci l
Police - Local  beat officer
Police - Report an incident
Poppies.
Post Office
Sher. Communi ty Care Grp 
Sherfield  Fete.
Sher. Dist. Gardening Club
Sherfield  Show.
Short Mat Bowls.
Toddler Group 0-5s. 
Tree Warden. 
Vi llage Grn. Volunteers. 
Whist Drive. 
Women’s In sti tu te
Village Hall 
Caretake r/Bookings.
Management Committee
Fund Raising Committee
.                                                                                                                                 

Tracy Lander-Sims 
Sally    
Chris Horton
Ursula Lam bden
Sue Handasyde-Dic k
Revd. Bob Politt
Geoff Belsham                           
Chris Ru ssel l                     
Father V incent Harvey 
Andy Stevens
Jean Berntsen
Fred Berntsen 
Don Campbell 
Jodie Saunders                        
Chris Horton
See back pages of magazine 
Helen Belsham                          
Gi ll  Fearon
Penny M ayo
Fiona Craig (Clerk)                 
Mandy Jewell   
Police Contro l  Room
Natal ie Larner

Doreen Tosswil l
Sandy Johnston
Linda Sycamore
Sally Bra in                                  
Norman Stanley
Dawn Gordon                          
Geraldine House-Barkl ie            
Simon Hennessey                        
Jean Wright 
Val  Denny                                                                

Jan M artin     
Ivan Gosden
Jane Brydges

882503
880362
882426
882839
882337
882209
882534
01276 21469
465214
882414
882798
882798
882953
880903
882426

882534
882106
01189 332 379
882149
07770471655
0845 045 45 45
880075
882210
882344
882507
882341
882275
881021
881795
882536
880224
882845
882410

882539
881007
881979

Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information
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Loddon Valley Link Management Committee
Chairman:                             Dr . Don ald Daws on         Tel. 0 1256 8 82379
                                               e mail: dgd aw son@sky.com

De puty Chairman:                Re vd. Bob Politt              Tel. 0 1256 8 82209
                                               e mail : bobpo litt@btinter net.co m

Se cretary:                              Es me Ward                     Te l. 0125 6 8 80503      
                                               e mail: geoc.w ard@btinternet.com

Hartley Repre se ntative :       Dr . John Williams             Tel. 01256 882705
                                               email : law nfarm@ao l.com

Sherfie ld Park  Rep:              Chris  Wright                   Tel:  01 256 88 0436
                                               email: chr isw right@dartw ood.w anadoo .co.u k

Stratfie ld Saye  Rep:             Ge rmano Giugovaz        Tel: 0 1189  3 32 166

Committee Member:             Claire Os borne               Tel: 01256  32445 8
                                                Email: guyclair e@ukonlin eo nline .co.u k

Committee Member:              Br ian Archer                  Tel: 01256  88209 9
                                                 E-ma il:  br ian archer@bt internet.co m

       Winston Bruce              Tel. 01256 883277
       18 Longbridge Close
       Sherf ield  on Loddo n                                                                                                      
       Hook,  RG27  0DQ
       e mail: w in.bruce@tisca li.co.uk
       

Adve rtising:
Ple as e call Wins ton for  
all ad ve rtising              
enquir ies . Final s mall 
ads. for Octobe r, by 
Mon 8th September 

Editor for Oct & Nov                Caroline Rowe             Tel 01256 39 50 27 
      ema il:  caro linerow e40@hotma il.com                     NB. The  final d ate for 

items  for the Octobe r    
edit io n is Tues day, 
16th Se ptember 2008

Editor for Dec/Ja n    She ena Archer          Tel. 01256 88209 9
and Feb 09                 e mail:  sheenaarcher@btintern et.co m
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CHURCH OFFICERS
Rector:        Reverend Bob Politt,      Tel: 01256-882209
Kindly Note:       The Rector’s day off is Thursday
Readers:         Richard Elphick    Tel. 01256-882860

        Dr. John Williams    Tel. 01256-882705

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, SHERFIELD ON LODDON
Churchwardens: David Field                    Tel. 01256-850197

        Peter Gould              Tel. 01256-882538

Treasurer:         Stephen Hemmings      Tel.01256-882523

Organists:         Mike Abrams                 Tel. 01256-881188
        Brian Archer                  Tel. 01256-882099
        Peggy Willson              Tel. 01256-880503

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE
Churchwarden:   Roy Best              Tel. 01189-882422

Treasurer:         Robert Craig                 Tel: 01256-882253

Organist:         Fran Oliver              Tel. 01189-268364 

ST.MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL
Churchwardens:  Pip Iles                         Tel. 01256-880559                                                                              
                              Dr. John Williams         Tel. 01256-882705

Treasurer:          Michael Webster          Tel. 01256-882413

Organist:          Dr. Gill Williams   Tel. 01256-882705


