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OCTOBER 2008—BENEFICE WORSHIP

Sunday 5th OCTOBER Trinity 20
10.00am   Holy Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield
10.00am   Family Service St Mary Stratfield Saye*
  6.30pm   Evensong & Communion  St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

Sunday 12th OCTOBER            Trinity 21
10.00am   Morning Worship St Leonard’s Church

& Sunday Club at St Leonard’s Church
11.15am   Prayer Book Communion   St Mary’s Stratfield Saye*
3.30-5.30pm Pilgrims’ Progress Stratfield Saye Village Hall

Bob and Rody Politt will give an illustrated account of some of 
their pilgrimage experiences. Some light refreshments available.

Sunday 19th OCTOBER             Trinity 22
10.00am   Holy Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield

& Sunday Club at St Leonard’s Sherfield
6.30pm     Evensong        St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
Wednesday 22nd October
4.00-4.20pm   Toddler Service                  St Leonard’s Sherfield

Sunday 26th OCTOBER  Last Sunday of Trinity
8.00am    Holy Communion        St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
10.00am  Family Service  St Leonard’s Sherfield
11.15am  Matins St Mary Stratfield Saye*

Sunday 2nd NOVEMBER         4th before Advent
10.00am  Holy Communion              St Leonard’s Sherfield
10.00am  Family Service           St Mary Stratfield Saye*
4.00pm    Evensong & Communion    St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

* Drive up to the white gates, which open automatically
          Children are welcome at all our services. 

Services in i talics are part icularly gear ed to childr en and families. Chil-
dren’s Busy Bags are ava ilable at the back of  St Leonard’s Church.
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"So, is this all there is to life?"

When was the last time you thought about something really 
deeply?  I mean ques tions  like ‘why am I here?’, ‘what do I want to 
be remem bered for?’, ‘what’s the purpose of my life?’.  Many of us 
think about those kinds  of questions  when we’re young and then 
as  we grow up, buy houses (if we’re lucky) and get jobs we put 
them to the back of our minds. We start thinking about more 
practical matters  like ‘how can I get a better job?’ or ‘how can I buy 
a new car?’ or ‘how can I bring my children up to live fulfilling 
lives?’  However, those other questions never go away and one 
day we wake up and think – ‘is  this it?’.  But somehow, now we are 
older, it’s much more difficult to talk about them.

Well, if you fancy some deeper thinking, we’ve got two options  for 
you.  Firs tly, wh y not come along to a series  of talks in Basing-
stoke exploring science and religion.  We’ve invited some leading 
scientis ts to come along and speak about how they reconcile their 
science and their faith.   Katherine Blundell, for example, is  going 
to talk about how the universe started and why she believes God is 
behind the order of the universe.  Ard Louis, a biologis t is going to 
focus  on evolution and faith.  The talks are not technical and are 
aimed at the general public.  They should be a good opportunity to  
do som e real thinking about the deeper questions in life.  For
details see the advertisem ent on page 6. 

Secondly, after the talks we’re planning 
to run a series of inform al evenings 
exploring the ‘tough ques tions ’ of life.   
These will s tart in the Spring of 2009.  If 
you want to find out more about the talks 
or tough questions evenings, or if you 
jus t fancy a chat, call Bob on 882209 or 
Karen on 882827.  Hope to see you at 
the talks!

Dr Karen Blakeley



BREACH LANE BAPTIST CHAPEL
Services and Activities
Contact: Rev d. Chris Russe ll 01276 21469  and 
Ge of f  Belsha m 0125 6 8825 34
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Wedding - Congratulations to the following couple
12th September Natasha SANDERS & Stuart POFFLEY     

at St Leonard’s Church, Sherfield-on-Loddon

Marriage Blessing
28th September Natasha PITTMAN & Ian KENNEY    

at St Leonard’s Church, Sherfield-on-Loddon

Funeral
22nd September Patricia LLOYD 

at St Leonard’s Church, Sherfield-on-Loddon

cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

Every Sunday at 10.30am Family Worship and Sunday  School
Sunday 5th, 6.30pm Informal W orship
Sunday 12th,  3pm Bible Study
Thursday 16th,  7.30pm Stu dy at 1 Poplar Close—” David: King 

of Pow er”
Saturday 1 8th,  2.30pm Disab le d Chr istian Fellow ship
Sunday 19th,  6.30pm Informal W orship at 1 Poplar Close—

”Saul: King of Pro mise”
Sunday 26th,  3.00pm Bible Study
Monday 27th, 8pm Bible Study a t Cross House
Plus 
Tuesdays 10.30a m Opening Morning  (please pho ne), 11.00am L unch 
Clu b at the  V illage Hall, 7.00p m Tuesday Club at Winklebury. 
We dnesdays 2.00pm Kurling at Rid gew ay Ce ntre,  Bucksin.
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Pilgrims’ Progress
As many of you will be aware I was 
granted four months sabbatical 
leave by the Diocese, after 31 
years of serving as a parish priest. 
Rody, my wife, retired from teach-
ing (although she has now returned 
part -t ime) so together we 
embarked upon a pilgrimage 
expedition in France and Spain. 

We visited some traditional pilgrim centres, including 
Lourdes, stayed with the Taize Community in Burgundy and 
walked part of the medieval pilgrim route from St Jean Pied 
de Port, in the Pyrenees, to Santiago de Compostella, in 
Spain.  At times we were way out of our comfort zone but it 
was an experience of a life-time. 

Many people have requested that we share a little of our 
adventures which we plan to do at: 

Stratfield Saye Village Hall on Sunday 
12th October, 3.30—5.30pm 

with a break for light refreshments.

If you would like to come please just turn up.

Christian greetings,
Bob

Offers of food please to Veronica Upton 
01189 332240
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• A Physicist looks at Biological Complexity and Christian Faith
Dr Ard  Lou is, Ox ford  Un ive rsity,  Thursday 23rd October 2008

• What’s New About the ‘New Atheism’ 
- assertions and arguments under scrutiny 
Michae l Poole , Kings Co llege  London. Thursday 20th  November 2008

• The Friendship of Science and Religion
Rev Dr John Polkinghorne  KBE,  FRS, Fellow o f the Royal Society. 
Thursday 8 th  January 2009

• Big Bang
Dr Katherine  Blunde ll, St John ’s College , Oxford . Thursday 5th  February 2009

• Creation or Evolution: Do We Have To Choose?
Dr Den is Alex ander, St.  Ed mund ’s Co llege , Ca mbridge. Thursday 12 th March 2009

• Evolution - An Alternative View
Dr Vij Sodera  , Fe llow o f the Roya l College  of Surgeons. Thursday 9 th April 2009

Where and When?
The talks  s tart  at  8 :00pm and  end  at  10 :00pm, includ ing a refresh ment  b reak at St  Mary ’s 
Cen tre, G o at  Lane, Eastro p, Bas in gsto ke RG2 1  7P Z. Fo r d irectio ns  tel :  4 64 249  o r v isi t 
ww w.s tmarys -bas ings toke.o rg .uk . Nearb y p ark ing  av ailab le at Fes t ival  Place.

Tickets at 01256 830055
Wh ole Series  –  £25  fo r  s ix (Con cessio ns  – s tu d en ts, u nw ag ed, o ver 6 0 ’s—£10 ).   Ind ividual 
Talk s - £5 per  talk  (Concess ions  £2)
To b uy  tickets  p lease co ntact  0 1256  8 3005 5 . Further in formation  is avai lable o n o ur web site: 
ww w.sciencefai th.o rg.u k o r email  info@sciencefai th.o rg.uk

Beyond Dawkins 
Re-evaluating Science and Faith

A series of talks from leading scientists explaining
how their science supports their faith 

It is often assumed that faith and science are at odds with each other and 
that sc ientis ts dismiss religion as irrational. This series of talks on science 
and faith will challenge that myth. Our speakers, all prominent in their 
fields, will discuss how findings in biology, cosmology, physics and 
philosophy support a Christian approach to the world and will show how it 
is possible to have a scientific faith.
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Toddler Time 0 to 5s
St Leonard’s Church, Sherfield

next Toddler service 
Wednesday 4.00-4.20pm

22nd October
Nursery Rhymes, Story, Prayer.

Healthy refreshments for the toddlers.
Meet on the red carpet in church.

All welcome!
Contact Revd Bob Politt 01256 882209

       Saturday 11th October 2008

                 8.30—10.00am
at

        Stratfie ld Saye Village Hall
       Guest Speaker: Kevin Powell

RSVP
Revd Bob Politt 01256 882209

By Wednesday 8th October
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Paul writes  “Whatever you do, work at it  with  all your heart, as working for  
the Lord, not for men, since you know that you w ill receive an inheritance  
from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you  are serving. Let your  
conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may 
know how to answer everyone.  Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. 
He is a dear brother, a faithful minister and  fellow servant in  the Lord. I a m 
sending him to you for the express purpose that you may know about our  
circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts.”                                                                   

Prayer for the Month
Lord Jesus Christ,  as we look at the world around us and  hear news of 
problems everywhere, help us to keep  faith and trust in you.  Help  us not to  
be discouraged by climactic disasters and our anxieties about the state of 
our own country. Help us reme mber  what you did for us on the cross  and be  
prepared to give all we have for your people in our planet. Help to see how 
we should work for the safe future of the world around us. Show us  that all 
that we possess comes from your generosity to us and by our o wn generos-
ity help us to  show to everyone, that we meet, what part you play in  our  
lives. May we be like Tychicus, faithful servants and  great encouragers and 
full of grace at this time  of trial.          

Prayer Points for OCTOBER
• Pray for Bob and Rody as they return to their roles of leadership in our  

benefice.
• Pray for the provision of a further marriage preparation course and pray 

for those planning marriage in the near future.

• Pray for the various home groups this autumn that they may enjoy 
warmth and fellowship as they study your word. 

• Pray for the world so full of anxieties and worries, uncertain of 
the future and unsure of the way forward and especially for 
our service men  in  Afghanistan, facing daily the threats of war.

• Pray for those who feel isolated and lonely as the darkness 
comes earlier each evening.
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Art lovers  - A date for your diaries
Thursday Nove mber 20 th at 6.30pm

at Stratfield Saye Village  Hall

There  will  a talk  by 
ALIS ON MUSKER  AWRS  on  

WATERCOLOUR  PAINTING 
Fol lowe d by wine an d canapés

It i s also h ope d to show and
sell  works  of l ocal  artis ts. 

Furth er de tails  in the  Novem be r link.

TOURING PLAY
“Micky Salberg’s Crystal Ballroom Dance Band”

Saturday 11 October, 7.30 pm at Sherfield Village Hall

Ade Morris' musical comedy is set in the early 1950s - at the birth of rock ‘n’ roll 
and a time of social change - near Ade's hometown of Leek, just north of 
Stoke-on-Trent. The Salberg family is living in exile on a farm under threat of being 
reclaimed by the bailiffs. With little prospect of making any money from the land they 
decide to form a ballroom dance band. This is a beautiful Cinderella story that also 
acts as a metaphor for the treatment of immigrants in this country today. 

Tickets £12.50, including supper

Contact Loraine (01256 881498) or
Tracy (07920 130460)
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Village Hall Matters
Reg C harity  272385 
www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk

ANNOUNCING U-JIVE MODERN JIVE NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY 
EVENING COMMENCING 7 OCTOBER 2008
Launch Night entry price £3.50 per person

We are a Modern Jive Franchise who will be hosting an evening
comprising Beginner / Intermediate lessons and freestyle time once a 
week every Tuesday 8-11pm at The Village Hall, Reading Road, 
Sherfield-on-Loddon, Hants, RG27 0EZ.  We will be providing local 
residents with the opportunity to keep fit in a social, fun and friendly 
environment and to encourage a sense of community through 
dancing.  All are welcome, whether in a group, on your own or even if 
you haven't danced before.
There will not be a licensed bar in operation, but please feel free to 
bring along your own alcohol, alternatively soft drinks and water will 
be available at the venue. For further information contact Chris Burch 
07979 417743 or Jacqui Coker 07789634865 or contact us at 
u-jive@talktalk.net

SATURDAY 11 OCTOBER, 7.30pm
“Micky Salburg’s Crystal Ballroom Dance Band”

This is a touring comedy musical, set in the ‘50s.  This has had great 
reviews so if you love rock ‘n’ roll and live theatre contact Loraine, 
881498 or Tracy, 07920 130460 for tickets (£12.50 to include supper).  
PoSH discount tickets accepted. Details of how to become a “PoSH” 
are published in this month’s Link on page 18.

CENTENARY DIARY
Don’t forget to order your souvenir Centenary Diary, 2009.  Order 
forms can be downloaded from the Village Hall website 
(www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk) or telephone Lucy on 882599.
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Sherfield & District Gardening Club
Do you enjoy gardening? Would you like to 
meet like minded people to swap ideas?

We plan a varied programme including talks from experts 
and garden visits.  Discount for members at Whitewater 
Nursery, Heckfield and from Thompson and Morgan seed 
catalogues. We meet in the Liddell Hall at  Sherfield-on-
Loddon Village Hall at 8.00pm on the third Monday of 
each month. New members are always welcome.

Next Meeting: October 20th
A talk by Alan Gould on Bulbs for Containers

For details contact: Linda on 882341 or Vanessa on 881760

Results of the Sunflower Competition 
Juniors – Alex Marshall Sunflower height 2m 70cm 

Seniors – Sally Handford Sunflow er height 2m 87cm 
The club would like to thank The Shop 

for their continuing sponsorship of this event.   

Poppy People Wanted
Can you help?      Oct 25-Nov 8
Can you spare a few hours to help with
the House to House Poppy Collection, 
either in Sherfie ld village or in Sherfield Park? 
Please contact Natalie : 01256 880075
To find out more about volunteering Tel: 0800 085 5924
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Loddon Quilters 
meet in Sherfield Village Hall on the 3rd Thursday in the month from 
1.30p.m.–4.30p.m. We are a friendly group of enthus ias ts, novices to 
experts, who meet to learn from, and be inspired by, one another. Our 
activities, like our talents, are varied. We welcome new members.
Join with us and you will be amazed at how quickly winter blues  diminish 
and what you can achieve through the dark evenings. Not sure, then drop 
in to a meeting and see us  at work. 

Priscilla O’Rourke  01256 881839 or
Barbara Payne  01256 768674 for further details

SUPPORTING THE VILLAGE HALL 

“A PUSH FOR POSH” 
An easy way to support the Village Hall is by becoming a Patron. It 
costs just £12 per household (Sep 08 to Aug 09).  Not only does 
this generate much needed income for the hall, it also enters you 
free into our Annual Prize Draw taking place in July 09 (this year’s 
first prize was a £50 M&S voucher).  Patrons will also enjoy a 
20% discount on a single entry ticket to any event organised 
by the Friends of the Village Hall during the year.  
We hold a PoSH coffee morning on the second Saturday of each 
month at 10.30am in the Garden Room at which Patrons enjoy a 
free cup of coffee/tea and biscuits.  Open to all comers, it is a great 
opportunity for a social get-together.  
PoSH application forms may be found at a variety of locations, in-
cluding the Village Hall, and at www.sherfieldvillagehall.co.uk, or 
call our Patrons Secretary, Mrs. Jill Bingham, on 882416. If you are 
a lapsed Patron Jill would be happy to send you a simple renewal 
form.  We do hope you will consider becoming a Patron.
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Conserving local history
An interview with

Frank Dowling 
by Caroline Rowe

The aerial view above features the only surviving Medieval moated 
barn in Hampshire. It is  visible on the left, supported with braces. And 
the photograph was  taken over Sherfield-on-Loddon following its 
discovery. This extradordinary barn, not captured in any his torical 
records , was found in the medieval ‘La Breche’ area of the Parish to 
which villagers  had moved after suffering the Black Death around St 
Leonard’s  at Church End. 
Just to look at it meant crossing a moat filled with farm was te and 
then knee-high grass and ivy. Then to get inside, past footings en-
cased in concrete, timber braces and through a store of potatoes. 
But, once in it was  magnificent: a “cathedral of the countryside”: an 
ancient cruck frame with huge arches . Continued on page 21
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Originally built in one massive effort as the freshly cut timber would 
become too hard to work with, the cruck frame would have been 
aligned by looking through a series of tiny drill-holes . It could then 
transmit the entire load of the roof and walls to the ground. 
Cruck frame cons truction went out of fashion in the 16th century 
because it didn’t allow the headroom  for the addition of firs t floors . 
And, yet this single building had survived, unrecognised and un-
listed at Breach Farm.
It was one of Frank Dowling’s discoveries, while Chief Conservation 
Officer at Basings toke and Deane Council, his last role before 
becoming a consultant in the sam e field. 
Frank was able to get an emergency repairs notice to secure the 
fragile site with work beginning within 12 days. He also had the 
barn dendrodated (comparing the growth rings of the wood with 
known dated buildings) to establish its age. The oak was  felled in 
two seasons, Winter 1390 and Spring 1391. In context, Chaucer 
had jus t completed the Canterbury Tales !
The farm house adjacent to the barn had been rebuilt us ing 
materials from a 14 th century hall house and the surrounding m oat -
though part of an unusual concentration of moats in this area of 
clay - was  also a rare and valuable find.  

Continued on page 22

Breach Farm Barn when first discovered
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Frank has the ability to recognise an ancient style of architecture 
and articulate any related conservation and commercial issues . As 
he says : “a building will talk to you, if  you unders tand the language. 
Ground floors are usually repeatedly altered by generations of own-
ers , but as you go ups tairs there is more information in the fabric. 
An untouched roof-space will often expose the history in full.” In 
terms  of res toration “it will tell you what it needs.”  The idea is then 
to ensure an old building has a 
viable, economic future.
This was  the case with Sher-
field’s Longbridge Mill, in its  day 
the largest corn m ill in Hamp-
shire. Built in the 15th century, it 
had ceased working in 1977 
and become derelict (picture 
right). Continued on page 23

The remarkable concentration of  
moated buildings in this Parish

Much of Hampshire is chalk and too permeable to hold standing 
water, but north-west of Basingstoke where it turns to clay there is a 
remarkable concentration of moats: in Sherfield at Breach, Moulshay 
Lancelevy and Taylors Farms, Decoy House and Sherfield Court. Also  
Turgis Court (Stratfield Turgis) and Hartley Court (Hartley Wespall). 
Moated buildings generally represented the first colonisation of land 
and their presence conveyed status.  A few surrounded castles or 
fortified manor houses, but most contained a small manor house or 
important farmstead. Some have surrounded chapels, hospitals, 
windmills and hunting lodges. 
Their function was mainly defence as the Medieval countryside was 
rife with lawless thieves and cut-throats. They kept out wild animals 
and protected gardens from deer and in afforested areas were a useful 
fire check (and source of water to douse fires) for the common thatch.  

Tracing of the 1841 Tithe map of Breach Farm



23

Left: examining the
cruck frame of  the barn 

at Breach Farm .. built at the 
same time as first 

publication of  Chaucer’s 
Canterbur y Tales

The miller was still living there, working 
as  a water bailiff. Frank took over  some 
weekend volunteers to examine the mill 
buildings, hacking off ivy and removing 
loose artefacts  for safekeeping. The mill 
n e e d e d  a n  u r g e n t
structural survey with a view to essential 
repairs . The visit was  however prescient 
as  the building memorably caught fire 
soon after. Frank recalls the moment he 
heard that the mill was ablaze as “like 
Rommel on DDay”. He was  out playing 
badminton while an historic opportunity 
was slipping away. 
The mill was res tored by Mill House Inns 
from 1996 in return for the authorities ’ 
acceptance that it would become a res-
taurant, with modern additions  to the mill 
building though not affecting the machin-
ery. This  compromise brought it back 
into economic use and open to be 
enjoyed by the public.
Only the scale of the milling operation 
has been lost. There are two bins where 
ten had been operating in a mill so pow-
erful it pumped water to the manor 
house, now Sherfield School, over a mile 
away. On  m illing days (the fourth Satur-
day of each month), flour is still milled 
between noon and 4pm, providing a local 
attraction. 
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Right: mill wheels at 
Longbridge Mill, a mill so 
powerful it pumped water
to the manor house, now 

Sherfield School, 
over a mile away ..

Both stories  reflect the importance of proactive con-
servation. These buildings  have been saved and 
given a new lease of life. Regrettably, Frank has 
seen m any other buildings demolished in favour of  
modern architecture and tas tes. This  “progress” has 
gained us  little. But, Frank is optimistic. He is seeing 
what has been lost to pos t-war planning being slowly 
recreated in spaces that, though artificial, try to offer 
something of the unique patina that comes with age. 
Better s till, it is  public demand that is 
driving the best of the retrospective designs.  Frank 
is himself contributing to the revival with his  own ar-
chitectural hand-drawings and plans, now a large 
part of his  consulting business. 

The award-winning Queen’s  Meadow conservatory, 
an extension to an ancient house at Monk  Sher-
bourne, is an  example of his  work (see page 25). 
The reflection of the cruck frame of Breach Farm is 
clear, though it suits this modern setting, the vaulted 
ceiling “a foil to the cramped train carriage arrange-
ment of the old parts  of the house where you move 
through one room to another.” The look may be 600 
years  old, but the contemporary appeal is 
obvious .  Continued on page 25
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Frank was born in Scotland. Wi th h is 
father a royal  marine, the fami ly moved 
a lo t and were in  Huntingdon in 1964 
when Frank jo ined the loca l  authori ty 
as a jun ior planning assi stant. He was 
g ifted, but lacked the professional  
quali fications for Conservation and so 
took h is Maste rs in  Oxford some 15 
years into h is career. Unusual ly he 
draws beauti fully, o ften sketch ing ways 
to improve on the counci l  or appl icant’s 
schem e. 

When he le ft in 2001, Frank had been 
heading up Conservation at Basing-
sto ke & Deane. He thought he might 
just improve his go l f handicap for a  
whi le , but soon discovered a dearth  o f 
conservation advice outside of local  
governm ent. Advising on the first few 
pro jects led to  word spreading and a 
“tsunami  of work”. He ha s since be-
come selective and tends to  focus just 
on historic bui ldings or new-bui ld in 
conservation areas, wi th  few excep-
tions. He m ight occasionally view listed 
buildings wi th  potentia l buyers to  read 
the i r history.

Frank moved to Sherfield in  1973 with  

h is la te wi fe  Julie raising thei r three 
chi ldren here. Happily, Frank married 
again last Chri stmas to Susie  who 
works wi th  the Youth Justice Board in  
Suffo lk. They now travel  between her 
l isted house on the River Thet and h is 
home here. You may see them at the 
local  cricket!
Frank Dowl ing M Sc IHBC
Conse rvation & Design Consul tant
Telephone: 01256 882716 and
dowl ingfrank@hotm ai l.com

Meeting Frank Dowling...

It has become the main family 
room of house, which has  added 
to its  intrinsic and commercial 
value while taking pressure away 
from the older structure. There 
are environmental benefits to this 
pragmatic design too - in the use 
of traditional and renewable ma-
terials - that we are only now 
beginning to appreciate. And, 
thankfully, just in time.

Conser vator y at Mon k Sher bourn e
Design ed by Fran k Dowling
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The Women’s Institute
Reported by Ilene Iles

Tess Morris started September’s Meeting by  introducing Guest Speaker  
Mrs Jennifer Rose whose subject  was “A Tribute to Joyce Grenfell”.   
Mrs Rose had admired Joy ce since childhood and been insp ired to write 
and p erform several sketches: “A School Reunion – Old Girl’s Day” 
which was as though we were watching Joyce herself; “The Assistant 
in a Dep artment Store”; “Hy mn” and “Flowers – (Nursery school chil-
dren)” - all brilliantly  p ortray ed.  Mrs Rose gave us an insight into her 
own background, attending a “St Trinian’s” type school with lots of 
drama, singin g and p erformance and her decision to dance. She trained 
with Ballet  Rambert, but at  18 she and a fellow pupil “broke loose” and 
went into Revue.  She appeared on TV, taught in a theatre school and, 
after suffering an  accident, ran actors’ workshops, performed one 
person shows and worked hard to p erfect her tribute to Joyce for the 
Edinburgh Festival. She advertised for a “scatty p ianist” to accomp any  
her and chose Brenda Blu ett . They  performed to sell-out shows. Most 
people thought Joyce was an English aristocrat but she was, in fact, 
three quarter’s American and  modest about her talents – artist , singer, 
actress and brilliant correspondent. She toured in Revue and ap peared  
on TV – “Call my Bluff” etc. and had a wide musical scope. A devoted  
Christian Scientist  she refused surgery when ill at  the end of her l ife.  
The Business Meeting followed, with correspondence dealt with by 
Dee Bulpitt in Val Denny’s absence. Two Questionnaires were handed  
out concerning Vio lence against Women and Lon g Term Care. 
The AGM is in November. New members are asked to join the Com-
mittee. The speaker for the next Meeting will not be coming but we will 
have a p resentation with slides by Mr Bright who has visited us before.   

Next Meeting  - Wednesday – 1st October 2008

BA SINGSTOKE LADIES CHOIR
Mayor’s Charity C oncert “The T alent of the Town” a t 

the Anvil on Saturday 4th October  
(tickets avai lable direc t from the  Anvil Box Office).
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Reported by Gill Fearon

Come and visit the Wellington  Farm Shop                                                         

NWR’s most recent meeting was a play reading.  We read ‘The 
Diary of Anne Frank’  written in the ‘50s— a stage play as well as a 
film and book. Whilst being aware of the vague story of Anne 
Frank, I was a bit reluctant to read it thinking it would be de-
pressing.  However, it was well written and quite humorous in 
places, although the end was harrowing.  It is an amazing account 
of how two families and a single man coped with being s hut away in 
an attic in Amsterdam during the German occupation in the last 
war for nearly two years.  How many people could contemplate sit-
ting still all day without making a single noise and not being able to 
use the toilet during the daytime. They ‘tolerated’ this only to end 
up in concentration camps not long before the end of the war 
when the liberation had begun.  It was thought provoking and a 
change from our usual dramas and comedies.

Our next meeting will be a presentation by four members, each 
talking about a different developing country, on women who live 
there and how they are treated, followed by a discussion.  On 13 
November we have an open meeting at 7.30 p.m. in Breach Lane 
Chapel with a talk on precious stones followed by refreshments.  
Please ring me if you are interested in coming along.  

Please Note
The Loddon Valley Link Co mmitt ee cannot be held respon sible for the reliability or 
quality of any work or service provided by advertisers.   Neither can th ey accept:  
• Any item received anonymously.   P lease supply your name and   add ress wit h

mat erial you wish to be considered for publication.
• Announce ment s, invitations o r adve rtise ments from a thi rd par ty.  A respon sib le 

person , directly involved in th e event, mu st sub mit t he ite m.
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THE EVERGREENS CLUB FOR THE OVER 60’s
Reported by

At the meeting held on Monday 1st September, the 
committee and members discussed the programme 
for future months. This was followed by tea a raffle 
and an impromtu quiz. 

Next month’s meeting scheduled for October 6th will 
be the Harvest Festival service, followed by an auction 
of goods.
The following meeting scheduled for November 3rd 
will include a demonstration of Floral Arrangements 
with Christmas in mind.

New members will be most welcome.

LODDON PLAYERS LODDON PLAYERS 
AUTUMN PRODUCTIONAUTUMN PRODUCTION

"A CHORUS OF DISAPPROVAL" "A CHORUS OF DISAPPROVAL" 

Da tes ar e 27, 28 and 29 Nov ember i n
Sherfiel d on Loddon Vi llage Hall. 

Ti ckets availa ble i n early Nov ember.

For mor e in forma ti on call Chris Horton on 0125 6 88 2426 and see 
detai ls i n the November edi tion of the Loddon Valley L ink.



32

SHERFIELD SHOW 2008
Sherfield Trophy -  Ho rticulture John Attwood

Sherfield  & District Gardening Club Trophy John Attwood

Forecourt Cup -  Vegetables John Attwood

Farms C up  - Selected Ve getable s John Attwood

Quencher’s Cup  - Se lected Vegetab les Joe Webb

The Onion  Cup Joe Webb

Loddon Cup -  Fruit John Attwood/Deirdre Mello r

Gresham-Cooke Trophy - Flowers John Attwood

Traders  Trophy - Roses Sally Handford

Crowson  Cup - Floral Art Audrey Gordon

Eustace  Va se - Do mestic Alison Smith/Deirdre M el lor

Bra mley Camp Shield -  Ha nd icrafts Margaret Smith

A.R.T. Trophy - Hard Mater ials  No Award

Dawson  Cup - Fine Art Dona ld Dawson

J A  Manser & Son C hallenge Bow l - Cook ery Alison Smith

Lyde Cup - Ca ke made by  a Man Cliff Wythe

Photographers’ Trophy Margaret Smith

John Rolto n Cup - Ch ild  Photographer Eleanor Smith/Hannah Smith

Elphick Cup -  Ch ildren under  5 Willia m Sullivan

Bra in Cup - Childre n a ged 5~8 Hannah Smith

Bowman  Trophy -  Ch ildren 9~14 Eleanor Smith

Best Allot ment  Co mpetit ion Mrs  N ind
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Mary and Peter Chessell would like to thank all 
those who tended the Coffee morning on 
Monday September 8th. It was a great success.
Our thank s to Audrey Biden for Craft items, 
Ilene Iles for running the craft table, Pip Iles for 

doing the raffle and all who helped in the kitchen. Thanks to Bob 
Politt for closing our meeting with a prayer. We made a grand total 
of £218.00 which has already been sent to The Children’s Society.

The
Children’s
Society

SHERFIELD SHOW
Reporter: Chri s Horton 

It was lovely  to see the hall bursting with 
colour and brimm in g with people for the 
42nd Sherfield Show.  Natalie  Larn er said : 
“The judges commented on the really high 
standard across the board and considering 
the bad weather, everyth ing was excellent”.
After the prize givin g Sally Brain 
announced she was retiring as Show 
Secretary after 15 years.   In recognition of 
her hard work Brian Raisborough p aid 
tribute to Sally and she was presented with a 
lovely  orchid (see centre right).
Prize-winners  (listed on page 32) included 
Alex Marshall aged 7 (see bottom right), 
winner of the Sherfield and Dis trict 
Gardening Club Sunflower Competition. 
Congratulations to all.

To keep the Sherfield Show alive, we 
need a new secreta ry.  If anyone would 
like to help, please contact Natalie on 
01256 880075.
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Free opening evening to  demonst rat e bridge an d to give first-t imers a  
chance to t ry  out t he simplified version of t he game developed by the 
club. It would be follo wed by classes for complete beginners on subse-
quent  Thursdays. T he club i s on the corner of Sherborne and Richmon d 
Roads. For det ails ring George 01256 780940 or St an 01256 781789.

LEARN TO
PLAY BRIDGE

Basin gstoke Bridge and Chess Club 
October 2nd, 7.30pm

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
NEWSLETTER  AUGUST 2008 
BU RGLARIES: Bramley, Bromelia  Close (garage, too ls sto len),  Long-
bridge Road (entry via  dog flap, keys, then car sto len); Sherfield , Mi ll  Close 
(garage, pedal cycle), Wildmoor Lane x 2 ( business premises, various 
i tems sto len), Bow Drive (garages – too ls sto len) 

VEHICLE CRIM E: Bramley,  Moat Close (damage to locks); S ilchester,  
Bramley Road (theft – tools etc),  Byes Lane (theft o f van)

THEF T: Sherfield , Bramley Road (phone line, ongoing problem across 
country); Stratfie ld Turgis, business premise s (alcohol ; cash)

FROM MANDY JEWELL
There have b een reports of  “n uisance” mopeds in  th e vil lag e – being 
ridden off  road. If  anyone exper iences such incid ents, please re port  
the m to me:  time, date, place & if possible th e  registra tion n umber. 

Recent ly I receiv ed a call about  ite ms, believed paperw ork, being 
remove d f rom a d ustbin by a bin ma n. The company has be en 
contacte d and w ill b e spea kin g to all the ir s taf f. I w ould l ike to ta ke  
this opp ortunity to r emind people  that identity f raud does ha ppen. 
PL EASE DO NOT PUT A NYTHING INTO YOUR DUSTBIN THAT 
HA S PERSONAL DETAILS ON IT.  SHRED IT !!!!!!!!!!!!!! !!!!! !!!!

Than k you
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   The Dream of Gerontius    
By Sir Edward Elgar

Kim Marie Woodhouse - soprano
Peter Hoare - tenor

                                 Nick Warden - bass

THE NEW LONDON SINFONIA
  BASINGSTOKE CHORAL SOCIETY

                  David Gibson - conductor

   a t THE ANVIL, BASINGSTOKE
7.45pm, Saturday 22nd November

       Tickets from £10  Box Office: 012 56 84424 4

             BCS (Re g. Cha rity  274009) m e ets on We dne sda y s a nd w ould 
w elc om e  ne w singe rs to this e vent .  

For informa tion ca ll Je a n Tay lor on 0125 6 46140 2              

Poppy Appeal House to House Collection 
in Sherfield from Saturday 25 October 2008

'At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 
we will remember t hem.'

I would like to thank every body in Sherfield 
very warmly for your generous support last year, 
raising £1623.14p.  I am sure the Legion can 
count on us again th is year.

Remembrance
Sunday 
9th

November

As most of us in Sherfield pay tax, even if 
lucky enough to be retired, please help to 
claim 28p per £1 from the Taxman by filling in 
the Gift Aid envelope.  500 envelopes with an 
average of £1.00 in each will generate an extra 
£140; a really big difference!          

Many thanks, Natalie
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS - Oct 2008
The STD code is 01256, unless otherwise stated.

Al lo tm ents.
Babysitting Ci rcle. 
Basingstoke Gazette.   
Bingo.  
Brownies.
St. Leonard ’s Church.                             
Breach Lane Chapel.

Catholic Church
Cricket Club
Evergreens.                   
Football  (Junior)             
Football  (Seniors) 
Happy Faces Playgroup
Loddon Players
Loddon Valley Link.
Lunch Club. 
NW R.  
Stratfield  Saye P. Council.
Sherfield  Parish Counci l
Police - Local  beat officer
Police - Report an incident
Poppies.
Post Office
Sher. Communi ty Care Grp 
Sherfield  Fete.
Sher. Dist. Gardening Club
Sherfield  Show.
Short Mat Bowls.
Toddler Group 0-5s. 
Tree Warden. 
Vi llage Grn. Volunteers. 
Whist Drive. 
Women’s In sti tu te
Village Hall 
Caretake r/Bookings.
Management Committee
Fund Raising Committee
.                                                                                                                                 

Tracy Lander-Sims 
Sally    
Chris Horton
Ursula Lam bden
Sue Handasyde-Dic k
Revd. Bob Politt
Geoff Belsham                           
Chris Ru ssel l                     
Father V incent Harvey 
Andy Stevens
Jean Berntsen
Fred Berntsen 
Don Campbell 
Jodie Saunders                        
Chris Horton
See back pages of magazine 
Helen Belsham                          
Gi ll  Fearon
Penny M ayo
Fiona Craig (Clerk)                 
Mandy Jewell   
Police Contro l  Room
Natal ie Larner

Doreen Tosswil l
Sandy Johnston
Linda Sycamore
Sally Bra in                                  
Norman Stanley
Dawn Gordon                          
Geraldine House-Barkl ie            
Simon Hennessey                        
Jean Wright 
Val  Denny                                                                

Jan M artin     
Ivan Gosden
Jane Brydges

882503
880362
882426
882839
882337
882209
882534
01276 21469
465214
882414
882798
882798
882953
880903
882426

882534
882106
01189 332 379
882149
07770471655
0845 045 45 45
880075
882210
882344
882507
882341
882275
881021
881795
882536
880224
882845
882410

882539
881007
881979

Please inform the Editor of changes to the above information
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Loddon Valley Link Management Committee
Chairman:                             Dr . Don ald Daws on         Tel. 0 1256 8 82379
                                               e mail: dgd aw son@sky.com

De puty Chairman:                Re vd. Bob Politt              Tel. 0 1256 8 82209
                                               e mail : bobpo litt@btinter net.co m

Se cretary:                              Es me Ward                     Te l. 0125 6 8 80503      
                                               e mail: geoc.w ard@btinternet.com

Hartley Repre se ntative :       Dr . John Williams             Tel. 01256 882705
                                               email : law nfarm@ao l.com

Sherfie ld Park  Rep:              Chris  Wright                   Tel:  01 256 88 0436
                                               email: chr isw right@dartw ood.w anadoo .co.u k

Stratfie ld Saye  Rep:             Ge rmano Giugovaz        Tel: 0 1189  3 32 166

Committee Member:             Claire Os borne               Tel: 01256  32445 8
                                                Email: guyclair e@ukonlin eo nline .co.u k
Committee Member:             Br ian Arche r                  Tel: 012 56 882 09 9
                                                E- ma il:   brian archer@btintern et.co m

       Winston Bruce              Tel. 01256 883277
       18 Longbridge Close
       Sherf ield  on Loddo n                                                                                                      
       Hook,  RG27  0DQ
       e mail: w in.bruce@tisca li.co.uk
       

Adve rtising:
Ple as e call Wins ton for  
all ad ve rtising              
enquir ies . Final s mall 
ads. for Nove mber , by 
We d 8th Octobe r 2008

Editor for Oct & Nov                Caroline Rowe             Tel 01256 39 50 27 
      Poland Far m
      Poland L ane
      Odiha m,  Hook, RG29 1 JL
      ema il:  caro linerow e40@hotma il.com                     

NB. The  final d ate for 
items  for the Novem ber    
edit io n is Thursday, 
16th Octobe r 2008

Editor for Dec/Ja n    She ena Archer          Tel. 01256 88209 9
and Feb 09                e mail: shee naarch er@btintern et.co m
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CHURCH OFFICERS
Rector:         Reverend Bob Politt,     Tel: 01256-882209
Kindly Note:        The Rector’s day off is Thursday
Assistant Priest: Reverend Sammie Armstrong

   Tel: 01189 816593

Readers:         Richard Elphick    Tel. 01256-882860
        Dr. John Williams    Tel. 01256-882705

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, SHERFIELD ON LODDON
Churchwardens: David Field                    Tel. 01256-850197

        Peter Gould              Tel. 01256-882538

Treasurer:         Stephen Hemmings      Tel.01256-882523

Organists:         Mike Abrams                 Tel. 01256-881188
        Brian Archer                  Tel. 01256-882099
        Peggy Willson              Tel. 01256-880503

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE
Churchwarden:   Roy Best              Tel. 01189-882422

Treasurer:         Robert Craig                 Tel: 01256-882253

Organist:         Fran Oliver              Tel. 01189-268364 

ST.MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL
Churchwardens:  Pip Iles                         Tel. 01256-880559                                                                              
                              Dr. John Williams         Tel. 01256-882705

Treasurer:          Michael Webster          Tel. 01256-882413

Organist:          Dr. Gill Williams   Tel. 01256-882705


