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BENEFICE WORSHIP - JULY & AUGUST 2008

Sunday 6th JULY         Trinity 7
10.00am Holy Communion     St Leonard’s Sherfield
10.00am Family Service     St Mary Stratfield Saye
  6.30pm Evensong & Communion      St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
Sunday 13th JULY ___          Trinity 8
10.00am Morning Worship and     St Leonard’s Sherfield

Children’s Sunday Club
11.15am Prayer Book Communion     St Mary’s Stratfield Saye
Sunday 20th JULY      Trinity 9
10.00am Holy Communion and     St Leonard’s Sherfield

Children’s Sunday Club
  6.30pm Evensong         St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
Sunday 27th JULY         Trinity 10
8.00am  Prayer Book Communion     St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
10.00am Family Service     St Leonard’s Sherfield
11.15am Prayer Book Matins     St Mary’s Stratfield Saye
Wednesday   4.00pm Toddler Service      St Leonard’s Sherfield

Sunday 3rd AUGUST      Trinity 11
10.00am Holy Communion     St Leonard’s Sherfield
10.00am Family Service     St Mary Stratfield Saye
  6.30pm Evensong & Communion      St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
Sunday 10th AUGUST      Trinity 12

10.15am  Benefice Communion          St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
Sunday 17th AUGUST      Trinity 13

11.15am   Benefice Communion     St Leonard’s Sherfield
Sunday 24th AUGUST       Trinity 14

10.00am   Benefice Communion     St Mary’s Stratfield Saye
Sunday 31st AUGUST      Trinity 15

10.00am   Benefice Communion     St Leonard’s Sherfield
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THE REVERAND NEVILLE BIDEN 
WRITES:
I have chosen the text 

for the sermon I preached at my brother-
in-laws first Celebration of the Holy Communion 
after he was ordained Priest in Guildford       
Cathedral on 28th June.
The Celebration of the Holy Communion is the pinnacle of the 
Priestly Ministry as we follow in the footsteps of Jesus, the Great 
High Priest. I have always seen the role of the priest in very    
simple terms – as the open channel between God and his children, 
a two-way road for communicating love, God’s love and our love. 
To achieve this open channel means keeping oneself to a       
minimum and listening to God on the one hand and the people on 
the other. Eventually it unconsciously becomes the way of life for 
a priest.
The Christian faith is very simple; it is all about following the  
command of Jesus in the expressing and acting out the call to  
love in our lives. Jesus said we are to love God to the limit of our   
abilities and we are to love our neighbour as we love our self. 
Along the way we all come up against challenges and difficult 
questions. We also meet people whose view of Christianity is    
different from our own. Their interpretation of the scriptures     
differs from ours and they put the emphasis on different Bible 
passages to justify their understanding of God’s word. Sadly this 
tends to give rise to entrenched positions and inflexibility between 
groups of people and the denominations of the Christian Church.
It seems to me that the Christian life is about accepting that    
God is the source of love and accepting God’s love, freely given 
through his grace, and then sharing that love with everyone we 
meet. Along the way we are each moulded to be the person God 
wants us to be. We show our love of God by simply being who we 
have become through his love operating in us.     



Every Sunday at 10.30am - Family Worship and    
Sunday School.

BREACH LANE BAPTIST 
CHAPEL
Services and Activities

Contact: Rev d. Chris Russe ll 01 276 21469 
and
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We do not have to be theologians or be able to enter into   
deep discussions about our faith or try and argue people into 
believing in God and Jesus. Our lives lived within the love of 
God say more than any words and loving people helps them 
find their own loving relationship with God.

A priest cannot measure whether he or she is successful in  
their role. They seldom see the growth of the seeds they have 
sown in the life of individuals. The priest is privileged to meet 
people in all the circumstances of life between sorrow and great 
joy. God’s Holy Spirit guides and we work in the knowledge that 
‘

There is no higher calling.

May you know God’s love drawing you closer to him.

With Love, Neville Biden.

From the Parish Register
Funeral
June 10th.  In Prayerful Love and Compassion the little coffin  
of Baby Bobbie Shuck was placed in the grave of his great-
grandparents in Hartley Wespall churchyard.

ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc



Photos from the Village Fete
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Family Treasure Trail
In aid of Sherfield on Loddon 
Village Hall
(Sponsored by the White Hart Public House)

Spend a fun hour or two finding out about the history of Sherfield   
village and have a chance of winning some great prizes including:

•  Dinner for four at the White Hart
•  Family Day pass to Wellington Country Park
•  Basket of goodies from Wellington Farm Shop

Meet outside the White Hart at11:30am on 
Sunday 27th July

Entrance £5 for family of 4 or £2 per person

Apology
Our sincere apologies to Antonia Dewhurst, art teacher (see advert 
on Page 27) whose telephone failed to appear in her advert.      
This has now been rectified.  We hope that aspiring artists both         
beginners and the more experienced will now know how to make 
contact.                                                                           

Editor.  Brian Archer:
for this Summer edition of the Loddon      
Valley Link. This is a double issue for July 
and August.
I will also be editing the “Harvest” edition for 
September.  Please be sure to have your 
contributions, for that magazine, to me by 
16th August.  Contact details on p 44.
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        Toddler Time 0 to 5s
          St Leonard’s Church, Sherfield

      Next Toddler service 
                 Wednesday 4.00-4.20pm 30th July

Nursery Rhymes, Story, Prayer.
Healthy refreshments for the toddlers.

Meet on the red carpet in church.
All welcome!

             There is no Toddler Time 
                         during August
Contact Revd Sammie & Carol Armstrong 

01189 816593

SHERFIELD VILLAGE FETE

Congratulations to all who organised and supported the fete.
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Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom sha ll I send? And who  
will go for  us ?" And I said, "Here  a m I. Send me!" He sa id, "Go and tell.'

Prayer for the Month
Lord Jesus  Chr ist,  as we look forward  to a  times of journey ing o n      
holidays, meeting different people and e njoying  being togethe r as    
families  we g ive you thanks to  be able to say we are you r people. We  
praise  you  that, des pite our  wea knesses, fau lts and failures  you are 
happy for us  to  be your representatives here  on earth. Forgive us that 
we are sometimes  poor a mbassa dors, a ll too  often our  lips saying one 
thing but o ur  lives showing another. We ta lk of being  a new creat ion yet 
there is little to  be  seen in us to s how that  we are  different fro m those 
who do not kno w yo u. Lo rd  Jesus, make  us proud  to  dec lare your na me, 
help us to put you  first  in o ur lives even  w hen it means putting our  o wn  
interests  second. Help us to  die to self s o that we may live for  you. Help 
us to  rece ive you r g race that we may go out proclaiming  your love.  

Prayer Points for JULY & AUGUST
i Give thanks for the success  of a ll the  village events of  the last mo nth 

and for  the joy of the fellowship expe rie nced  by a ll who attende d 
the m.

i Pray for safe  jo urneys for  a ll w ho are trave lling th is mo nth
i Pray for all the very many Scr ipture Un ion  and  other Christ ian  camps  

for ch ildren organ ised all over the country. May those who attend feel 
the touch of your  Ho ly Spir it.

i Pray for an e nd  to the continuous v io lence  in  Afgha nista n 
and t he Midd le East, espe cially for our  troops  as they str ugg le  
to br ing  peace to  divided commun ities.

i Pray for the future of Z imbabwe.
i Pray for those who have rece ntly married and for  those who 

are to be married  in the next two  months.



12

St. Leonard’s Chu rch OPEN to VIEW 
Saturday July  12 th and 26th and            
August 2nd, 9th,  16th and 23rd            

from 10am to 4p m
 Volunteers wi ll be in 

atten dance to gree t you a t the  chu rch.  
Everyone is we lcome to visit fo r quiet 

reflection, a prayer, to study the  
architecture o r to view the chu rch with a 

wedding in mind.   

Annette Hill - Pilot extraordinaire!
Some of you will know Annette Hill, a ferry pilot during World War 
2, who lives in Sherfield. On Friday 6th June she appeared as a 
guest, in a short piece on the D Day anniversary, on the Channel 4 
TV programme "The Paul O'Grady Show". 
She was chauffeur driven to the recording studio two days earlier 
and was amazed at how many people there were behind the 
scenes. She was presented with champagne and flowers (and a 
"Nodding Buster") and thoroughly enjoyed the whole day. She 
spoke briefly  to Paul O'Grady about some of her war-time experi-
ences and he  referred to her nickname as "Queen of the Barracu-
das" (the       Barracuda being a high-wing torpedo/dive bomber 
monoplane). 
In 1942 Annette left her neutral country (Ireland) to join the WAAF 
in Northern Ireland as an ambulance driver. The following year she 
applied for pilot training with the ATA (Air Transport Auxiliary). She 
was posted to Prestwick as a Class II pilot to ferry mostly Fleet Air 
Arm aircraft to the Isles and the north of Scotland. From 1943 -
1945 Annette flew twelve different types of aircraft and clocked up 
475 hours flying time.
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                       NATIONAL GARDENS SCHEME
                    Gardens Open to the Public
                       West Silchester Hall
     On Sunday, 6th July and Sunday 17th August
                         from 2.00 to 5.30pm
                 Admission: £3.00  Children Free
                          Plants for Sale 

             Refreshments

ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc 

PLANT FAIR
In Aid of the North Hampshire Medical Fund
Sponsored by The John Lewis Partnership

Open 10.00am to 4.00pm
30 Stall including five Chelsea Gold Medalists

Saturday 20th September 2008 at
Longstock Park Nursery

Nr Stockbridge SO20 6EH

Entrance £3.00   Children Free
Home made cakes, local produce.  Free parking

Jazz Band     Beer Tent
Hog Roast    Ice Creams
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Sherfield & District Gardening Club
Do you enjoy gardening? 
Would you like to meet like minded people to 
swap ideas?
We plan a varied programme including talks from experts 
and garden visits.  Discount for members at Whitewater 
Nursery,  Heckfield and from Thompson and Morgan 
seed catalogues.  

We meet in the Liddell Hall at Sherfield-on-Loddon     
Village Hall at 8.00pm on the third Monday of each month.

Next Meetings: 
21st July: A talk by Marcus Dancer on Clematis
9th August:  A garden visit to Wheatley House

For details contact:
Linda on 882341 or Vanessa on 881760

Thank you for your continuing support to our sponsors         
The Shop, The Post Office, Sherdons and Bramley Bakery

Sabbatical Leave
Our rector, Revd Bob Politt will be on 

     Study Leave until the end of August.                  
          As Bob will be ‘out of the office’ during this 
          period kindly direct all pastoral enquiries to 

the churchwardens who will be able to help and advise.      
Details of contacts for each church can be found at the 

back of this magazine.
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NELLIE  CRA CKNELL
Nell's mother, Minnie Cordery worked at Heath Cottage, as Ladies' Maid 
to the Miss Piggotts. The Corderys are an old Heckfield family,         
appearing in the records as far back as they go.  There she met      
William Smith who was working as a gardener. 

They w ere married in 1913, and went  to live in  London Lodge,  
beside the Monument, which had been rented from the Duke since 
1905 by Nell's grandfather, Arthur Cordery, for an annual rent  of 
£3.10.0. on    condit ion that the tenant  or his family would open the 
gate for carriages and motors wishing to drive through.

Nell was born on 18th October, 1916, while  her father W illiam  
w as away f ight ing w ith his regime nt , the Hampshire’s. She was 
given the names Gertrude and Lucy, according to a p romise her 
mother had m ade to the Miss P iggots that  she would name her 
daughter after each of them.
But to all who knew her, she was a lw ays Nell or Nellie . 

After at tending Heckfie ld School, Nell went  to work for Miss Lane at  
her Drapery Shop in Rise ley.

By the outbreak of the Second War, Nell' s father was work ing as  
gardener for Miss V iolet  Isabel Martineau, a rather formidable 
lad y who w as the tenant of Park Corner house. John Mart ineau 
and his w ife were close friends of Charles King sley, Rector of  
Eversley and had moved to Heckfie ld to be near him. 
Nell' s fam ily w ere liv ing at Park Corner Lodge, a wh itew ashed     
bungalow  half w ay up the drive to Park Corner. The lodge w as on 
the same w ater supply as Park  Corne r.  The water was piped 
f ro m  an over-worked  win d pump on the heath.   In dry, st ill, 
weather the w ater would often run dry and the family would wish 
fervent ly for the wind to blow. 

Nell met Joe Cracknell, a str ikingly hand some lad f rom Riseley but  
the outbreak of the Second World War meant  that they were not  able 
to get married unt il the war ended. In the meantime, while  Joe was 
be ing



20

posted all ro und the g lobe in  the Army, Ne ll was doing  her  bit  by 
joining the  Voluntary A id  Detachment of the  Re d Cross and nursing 
wounded soldiers  thro ugho ut  the war.  After  the war ended, she joined
the  Nat ional Hospital Re serve  Service and receiv ed  severa l          
commemo rative me da ls fr om the Red Cross.

At last, on June 29th, 1946, Nell and Joe were married and  Nellie went to 
work at Park Corner for Lord and Lady Do uro (now Duke and Duchess of 
Wellington). This began Nellie’s  long assoc iation with  the  Duchess.

Later on, Nell tried her hand  at learning to drive, but, as you will not be  
surpr ised to learn, she  de cided to give driv ing up  because, Jo e s aid, 
she  always  w ante d t o dr ive too fast.

But th is didn't stop  her  beco ming  motorized, for she got herself a  moped 
and a prov isional dr iving  license  and  from that day on, for the next 15 or 
20 years, she sped about the v illage  on  her moped - still on a provis io na l 
lice nce - because she so mehow never found the time to pass her test!

Joe, sadly, died in  1991  after a  lo ng illness.  In 1996 Nell became the 
proud tenant of Number 35, her first home  with ce ntral heating. She had a 
very well-stocked garden, thanks  to her  own green fingers and help 
fro m her brother Jim who lived in Sherborne-St-John. She also continued  
to wo rk for  the  Duchess,  do ing light work around  St ratfield  Saye house.

Even after she was 90, she still ventured into  the garden to do  wee ding,  
and to feed her  beloved birds, who  swooped  in  great flocks on he r nuts 
and fat - ba lls . A nd, do  you  kno w - we have n't see n a s ingle  bird on  
any of the  feeders s ince she passed away, and t he fat-balls rema in un-
touched. It is  as though the  b irds know that  their  friend, a nd  ours, has 
passed beyond our sight.

After Nellie ’s death there  was  found in her  house a length of twine rolled 
round  some cardboard  on  w hich was written, “The girt h of an oak tree 
on Heckfield co mmon measured by Joe and me in  1989”.

Nellie  never lost  her  inquir ing mind or  the sparkling  b lue  eyes and     
wonderful smile  with which she would greet everyone. She was  always 
an inspiration to meet, always interested in those around  her and never  
comp laining. She was just s imply Nellie, and we  sha ll miss her  greatly. 
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PEACE OF MIND WHILE YOU’RE AWAY

i Make your home look like someone is living in it. Don’t leave 
curtains closed and use timer switches to turn some lights on 
when it gets dark.

i Cancel any milk, newspapers and other     
deliveries.

i Avoid discussing holiday plans where   
strangers may hear details.

i Cut the lawn before you go and trim back 
any plants that burglars could hide behind.

i Get a trusted friend or neighbour to keep 
and eye on your house.  Ask them to collect your mail, or alter-
natively, use the Royal Mail’s “Keepsafe” service.

i Lock important documents and valuable items in a safe or bank, 
or leave them with a friend.

i Do not put your home address on your luggage when you are 
travelling to your holiday destination.

i Just before you go, make sure that you have locked all outside 
doors and windows and, if you have a burglar alarm, make sure 
it is set.

Coffee Morning & Bring and Buy
4, Mill Lane, Hartley Wespall

Home of Wendy Toal 
On Saturday 26th July from 10.00 to 12.30

in aid of Hartley Wespall Church
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HELP WITH DISTRIBUTING THIS MAGAZINE
Urgently required!
A volunteer is urgently needed to deliver the Loddon Valley Link   
to all houses in Bullsdown Close and numbers 41 to 66 in Bow 
Drive.  This is part of a community project to ensure all houses 
within our three villages receive a free copy of the Church      
Magazine.  There are 10 editions of the magazine each year.  If  
you would like to join our team of helpers for this worthwhile    
project please call Donald Dawson on 01256 882379.

RURAL POLICING CHANGES

I want to  re spond to people’ s concerns ov er changes in polic ing the rural  from 
July  7th this  y ear.

The proposed change wil l mean:

The posts f illed by the targe ted patrol officers w ill  be transferred to Basingstok e.  
A number o f o fficer s w il l then work  days / lates and 
n ights and will  be ta sk ed to  po lice the rural areas from        
Bas ingstok e in add ition to doing their paperwork  and  
tak ing their mea l breaks in the rural area.

The area car w ill move from Tadley  to  Whitchurch on July  
7th.  This w il l produce significant advantage  fo r the  
Whitchurch area as th is w ill  be the f irs t t ime y ou will hav e 
an area car work ing out o f Whitchurch fo r some t ime.

There is a team of 10 beat constab les and 7 polic e community  support offic ers 
across the rural  area, there are current ly  3 PCSO  vacancies tha t we are  seek ing 
to fill.  This , in  fact,  is one o f the largest  beat teams in any rural area in     
Hamp shire.  They  w ill  remain v ery much in p lace.  In fact, I wi ll be look ing to  
app ly  for 3-4 more PCSOs to  po lice the rural  area.

My  aim is  fo r the  staffing lev el of po l ice o fficers to  remain consistent wi th how 
it’s been in the la st two y ears.  I hav e carried out de tai led analy sis  o f staffing 
numbers ov er the la st two y ears and wil l be  recommending th at the nu mber o f 
staff w ill  remain broad ly s im ilar to  wha t has been applied in the past.
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Village Hall Matters 
Friends of the Village Hall

Contributed by Gill Fearon

The follow ing sho uld  have appea red in the  
May edit ion of the  Loddon Link, but unfortunately got lost in cyberspace!

At a recent meeting  of the Fr iends  of the Village Hall,  Jane  Brydges     
resigned  as Chairman.  Jane  held  the post of Chairman  of the           
Mana ge me nt Committee fro m November 2005 until November 2007 
when  the Par ish  Counc il too k over the  management  of the Hall.  Jane    
is t hanked  for a ll her  hard work dur ing t his  time – managing  the Ha ll is 
no easy  job!   Nobody volunteered to take over the role, so a tempo rary 
chairman will be e lected for each meeting.

Ivan Gosden, Cha irman of the  Parish Council Sub-Co mmittee for  the   
Village Hall, expla ine d the  current fina nc ial posit ion.  The running  costs 
are greater than the  inco me  and  so  the Ha ll needs  to hold fund-raising 
activit ies to generate the  extra revenue.  Jane reported  that  the recent 
Shoo Shoo  Baby Cabaret  Even ing on 8 March a ctually raise d £728 plus  
an addit ional £250 retu rn  from Hog  the Lime light, the organ isers  of the 
entertainment.  Thanks  aga in to Natalie for  masterminding the whole  
evening.  Th is is excellent news, but more  needs  to  be done!  It is    
hoped that  there might  be regular fund-raising events on a mont hly    
basis, poss ib ly on a Friday evening.  These  could include such events  as  
a quiz  n ight or  a race night. ’  (See opposite page  for a n update on  the 
results of our  questionnaire.)

At the more recent meeting discussio n too k place a bout  the new ‘Hog  
the Limelight’ progra mme.  A play about  a Polish music ian living on  an 
Englis h farm was favoured and a lso a  Blues Band evening.  Do look out  
for publicity regarding these  events – and others –  and please try to  
support  them.  Percy’s  plant sale  o n 10 May was he ld at the Village Hall 
this  year for  the f irst t ime  and £1035 was made  – a fantastic a mount  –
and t his  will be  sp lit  between t he Village  Hall and St. Leona rd’s Church.  
Thanks to all who  he lped.  

If we  wish  to keep o ur love ly Village Ha ll,  it is essent ia l that  it  is         
supported by a ll of us.  If anyone  wou ld  like to offer help or  ideas, p lease 
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contact the C lerk, Fiona Cra ig, on 882149.  Reme mber a lso  that there 
are Patrons of Sherfield (Village)  Hall (PoSH).  Patrons  pay  £12 a year to 
support  the Village Hall and hold re gu lar  month ly coffee mornings on 
the second  Saturday of  the month.  The next one, which will include the  
annual draw for existing patro ns, is o n Saturday 12  July at 10.30a m in 
the Garden  Roo m and is o pen to everyone, patron or not.  If  you  would 
like  to become a patro n, please ring Jill Bingha m on  882416.

Contributed by Anna Scott

Thank you  to those of you who participated in the  Villa ge Ha ll Survey 
conducted  on  17 May o utside the  Post Office  and Shop.  Forty-s ix of  
you too k part in  the  survey and it has  bee n extre me ly useful in      
ident ifying  how you wo uld like  to use the Village  Hall.  For exa mp le, 
nearly 24% wanted to have  more o pport unities  to attend dancing 
classes at the Hall and  over  41% showed an interest  in attending a  
wine tasting event.  We have now taken all you r suggest ion s on board 
and we are putting together a fu ll diary  of events  for the remainder of 
the year. 

We w ill be  invit ing  auctio neer and antiques  expert  Philip Serrell (fro m 
TV’s “Bargain  Hunt” and “Flog It ”) to visit us  on Sunday 21 Se ptember;  
and we are a lso  hoping to boo k the  h it touring play “Micky Salberg ’s 
Crystal Ballroom Dance  Band” in  Octo ber.  Watch th is s pace  for f irm 
dates and details.

The maintenance of the Village Hall is  funded s ole ly fro m lettings  and  
fund raising events.  Due  to the flo od ing  last summer and  the amount  
of ma intenance  work required to  bring the Hall back up to scratch,  the 
fund raising events are  even more cr itical than ever for  the future of 
the Hall.   

The next fund rais ing event  will be  the wh ich  the  
White  Hart has kind ly s ponsored. It  w ill take  place  on Su nday 27th 
July starting at  the Wh ite Hart  at 11.30am.  Entrance will be £5 for a  
family of four o r £ 2 per person.  Learn  abo ut the h istory of the  village 
and have a cha nce to win s ome great  pr izes wh ich include a 1  day 
family pass  to We llingt on Country Par k a nd  d inner  for four at the  
White  Hart.  We look forward to  seeing you t here.
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SONGS OF PRAISE

                                                                                                                       
The annual  “Songs of Praise ” service was he ld on  Sherfie ld Vi llage Green on 22nd 
June in sunny  but b lustery conditions.  A  large congregat ion attended fo r the    
service lead by Richard Elphick  w ith music by the Tadley Concert Brass.  

The theme of the serv ice was , with reading s by Grace Blakeley  
and the talk  by Kev in Powell.  The readings were tak en from “ ” 
reto ld by  Geraldine  McCaughrean (ISBN 0-340-72754-3) which is an exce llen t   
adaptation of the class ic for ch ildren.  Th e collection of £176 h as been donated    
to Mercy  Ships. 

Sherfield On Loddon Rainbows
 for girls aged 5 to 7 years old. We meet on 
Saturday mornings during term time. We do 

lots of fun activities and challenges and enjoy being part of our local 
community. This year is a special year for all Rainbows in the UK as 

we celebrate our 21st Birthday.
Come and join in the fun!

We currently have spaces available for girls aged between 5 and 7.
If you have a child who would like to join us or if you would like to 

put a younger child on our waiting list please contact us              
for information.

Su West Pam Luck
    01256 884073       01256 882687
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The Women’s Institute
Reported by Ilene Iles

Tess Morris, our Presid ent,  w elcomed Memb ers and  V isitors to o ur 
Meet ing and sa id that w e w ere celebrat ing a sp ecial day for a spec ial 
lady, w ho has bee n a v ery valued and hard-w orking Member of    
Sherf ield W. I. for ma ny years – Helen Ro lto n - w ho reaches a 
“milestone” b irthday. Hele n w as presented  w ith a b ouquet.
Tess infor me d those pres ent that a decision had be en ta ken by the 
Co mmit tee  not  to have a ta ble at  the Fete th is year as quite  a few  of  
the Committee an d Me mbers w ould be aw ay but ca kes w ere still 
needed for Jo Brennan’s stall an d also the Tea Tent !   Val Denny   
reminde d us of  our “3 River Cruise” o n the 2nd Ju ly w hich w ould    
replace our mo nth ly Meet ing. Esse ntial not ices w ould be ment io ned 
“on board” ! She a lso mentioned  a proposed vis it to Br ae more House, 
(near Ford ingbridge) in  Septe mb er. Dee Bulpitt asked those           
interested in the  month ly w alk to be at the car par k a t 1 1 a.m. 
We w ere given a very interesting talk by Mrs Ros emary Macri on the 
w ork of  the Brit ish Kidney Patients Association. She explained  th at 
the Associat ion w as formed in 1975 by Mrs Elizabeth Ward,  O.B.E.,  
w hose son suffered kidney pro blems and after 3 failed transplants, 
sadly died ag ed 34.    She felt that something had to be d on e by w ay 
of support for patients as there w as really no thing at that time. Mrs 
Macri explain ed the vario us forms of treatment  an d said that the on ly 
real “cure” is  a transplant but, ev en this has limitations.  She informed  
us that the  Association makes grants to indiv idua l kidney pat ien ts  
(those o n low  inco mes or be nefits or those unable to  w ork) for travel 
expenses, do mestic bills, car repairs, educat ional grants and h olidays 
and gives major grants to hos pitals all over the co untry to set up or 
run Renal Un its. They also pay  for adve nture  holidays for children.   
She concluded her talk by saying that  the Association r eceives no 
fundin g fro m th e Governme nt but relies on do natio ns and legacies. 
Tea w as served and the Raf fle draw n.
Next Meet ing  – Wednesday, 2 nd July 2 008 on bo ard o ur “Cruise” 
Boat.  
August Meet ing – Wednesday, 6th Au gust 2008.  A me mber of  th e 
tea m  involve d w ill g ive us a talk about the Hampshire  Air A mbulance.
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NWR recently held their annual Safari Supper.  On a lovely June 
evening we started with Pimms in the beautiful garden at White  
Gables.  We then split into groups for starters; then into different 
groups for main course; then into yet more different groups for  
dessert.  The evening finished with us all together for coffee.  It 
was a great evening and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves   
walking round the village having left their cars at home!
Preparations are under way for the gift stall at the fete and we are 
hoping to make lots of money for the charities.  In early July we are 
organising a ramble from the village with a pub meal afterwards so 
we are hoping for another fine evening!
In August there will be a book review evening.  Members will talk 
about books they have either just read, or books which they have 
greatly enjoyed in the past and would like to recommend.
NWR is for all women of all ages.  If you would like to come along 
to one of our meetings, do give me a ring on 882106.

Reported by Gill Fearon

Come and visit the Wellington  Farm Shop                                                         

Friends of Hartley Wespall BBQ on the Green
There was music on the green at Hartley Wespall on Saturday, June 
14th. This was to entertain 120 or so guests who came for a      
barbecue organised by the Friends of Hartley Wespall.   A most   
delicious pig was roasted by Robert Munn and James Brooke-
Webb.  The Friends Committee provided many salads and desserts 
to complete the meal.
Eight talented youngsters, led by Alannah Bennett, head of music at 
the Sherfield School, played a variety of instruments and sang     
before and  during the dinner.  After the barbecue, Jonathan Pain 
and his band entertained the crowd with a medley of familiar jazz 
tunes.  Our thanks to all who contributed to an enjoyable and happy 
event.  It was an excellent way to spend a rain free summer      
evening.
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NEW PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY OPENING SEPTEMBER 
2008
We are a new Sessional Pre-school Nursery (school term only), 
which is committed to providing high quality care and education for 
children ages 2 ½  years  to school age, within a safe secure and 
stimulating environment. We are an all inclusive setting.
Piccolo Pre-school Nursery is located in the idyllic village of      
Sherborne St John, within easy reach of Chineham, Popley,    
Bramley, and Tadley. We are set in the grounds of the Sports Pavil-
ion, which has ample space both indoors and outdoors with a large 
green area and a playground suitable for young children.
The four highly qualified and experienced members of staff own 
Piccolo Pre-school Nursery. We are also registered with the Office 
for Standards in Education (OFSTED) and we are able to offer 
Nursery Education grants for 3 and 4 year old children.

Our sessions will be organised in a way that children can take part 
in a variety of child-chosen activities as well as adult-led activities, 
which will introduce them to new experiences and help them to get 
new skills.
We invite you to come along with your children to our OPEN DAY
on Wednesday 2nd July from 9:30am to 2:30pm and meet 
our staff who will be happy to show you our facilities and discuss 
our Educational Programme.

For further information please contact us on 075 287 26248.
We hope to see you there.

Mayte Neary

Manager – Piccolo Pre-school Nursery
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Photography
i ‘People Watching’ - colour print
i‘Plant Portrait’ - colour print
i ‘Through the Arch!’ - colour print
i‘Scenic Delight’ - colour print
i Black & White Print - any subject 

Entries welcome 
from 15 mile rad ius

42nd SHERFIELD SHOW 2008
Saturday 6 September 2:30

Proceeds to Evergreens  & Village Hall Renovation Fund

Floral Art
‘Carnival of Flowers’

   A Contemporary Design 
A Miniature Arrangement 

A Button Hole or Corsage
‘Green and Pleasant Land’ - Foliage  

‘Film Buff!’ - Exhibit to represent film title 

All your favourite horticultural classes, new cups and 
new titles too.   Plus, great children’s classes!

Schedule s in 
PO & Shop  

Fine Art - any medium
i ‘A Portrait’ 
i‘Water’    
i ‘A Flower Arrangement’ 

Cookery
i Four Bread Rolls (Brown or White)
i Four Cheese Scones
i Six Homemade Biscuits
i A Savoury Plait
i A 7” Victoria Sandwich - Raspberry Jam
i A Fruit Flan - pastry base (max.8”)
i A 7” Fruit Cake - recipe in schedule
i Jars of 

Handicrafts
i Article of Embroidery
i Article  of Canvas Work
i Hand-made Greeting Card
i Piece or set of Handmade Jewellery
i Recycled object with brief written explanation

New  classes 
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Country Watch

  Newsletter July/August 2008

The Fren ch have an expression for it,  ‘Plus ça change’, whi ch is shorth and 
for ‘ the m ore it ch ang es th e more it stays t he same’ . Reg rett ably we mean the st ruggle  
to protect one o f our Boro ugh’s most worthwhile tranquil natural areas – the Loddon/
Lyde Valley. This is a combat betw een ‘planners + developers’  on one side and 
‘ residents + country people’ on the other. The planners, for their own ends, want a  
bigger Basingstok e and the dev elopers a re only too happy to oblige, provided their  
own p rofits are maint ain ed. T he residents’ view is based on living in the area •  und er -
standing the existing deficiencies and the lack o f essenti al infrast ructure, and knowing  
the need for se rious investment in roads, schools, wat er supplies and sewage treatment,  
etc befo re building sta rts.  The countrym en and women understand the wildli fe and  
landscape impo rtan ce of th e a rea an d its opportu nities fo r quiet rec reation. None of the  
peopl e who want to exploit the development potential o f this Vall ey live here perma-
nently, theirs is a p ersonal agg ran disem ent agen da cloaked in mumbo-jumbo about th e 
need for houses and businesses.

And it is mumbo-jumbo – because too many administ rato rs and employ ers  
seem to think p eople just want more employment = more wo rk places, more houses,  
more traffic. But most people really want more dispos able income and a bett er living  
standard. In Basingstoke we really need more investment in the existing popul ation:  
better trainin g to do new jobs; an d more investment in work places: new er, bette r  
equipm ent so that the b ette r train ed employees can work b ette r and be more pro duc-
tive. More work pl aces without investm ent brin gs incomers for th e same old jobs using 
the same old technology with no improvement in take-home pay. 

But more work pl aces, more people, more houses, more traffi c means more  
lost green fi elds and a poorer environm ent for living, for young families, for leisure –
and on ce the natural enviro nment has gon e ,  it’ s gone for ever.

Country Watch (CW ) was fo rmed in late 1972 to contest linking the A33  
Readin g Road and th e A30 London Road, with a major carriageway and other devel-
opment so that Basingstoke could grow eastwards: this would h av e ruin ed the u pper 
end of th e V alley with the ris k of eroding the countryside on to wards Readin g. CW  
was su ccess ful at that stage and we hav e been fi ghting for the local communities more  
or less continu ously ever since. T his is a war of attrition: on ce an area has b een 
‘ fingered’ , planners or entrep reneu rs keep trying to develop. Our exp erien ce sho ws  
that if yo u take no action you cert ainly lose th e battle but if you fight you o ft en suc-
ceed and we int end to go on fighting on your behal f – and succeeding.
                                                                                                     Continued on Page 36
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What are the current issues?
There are many problems facing B asing -
stoke Borou gh which a ffect us all but we  
believ e the key planning issues that all  
CW members, all those living in Old   
Basing, Chineham, Sher fi eld on Loddon,  
S tratfi eld Turgis, Mapledurwell with Up  
Nat ely, New nham, Greywell,  Hook and  
Rotherwick most need to know abo ut are  
these:
1. B a s i n g s t o k e’ s n ew  L o ca l               

Dev elopm ent Framework,
2.  Water supply and sewag e treatment,
3.  The South East Plan
4  Loddon & E versley ‘Leader’  Local  

Action Grou p

The Local Development 
Framework
We all know the import an ce of the Local  
P lans which have guided Borough devel -
opment for all ou r lives. T he cu rrent Lo -
cal Plan operat es until 2011 and will then 
be repl aced. Now, as we forecast in our  
June 2007 Newsl ette r,  the P lan will be 
repl aced by a Local Develo pment Frame-
work o r LDF. This takes sev eral years to  
process and sta rted in Janu ary 2008 with  
the Core Strategy,  which look ed at ‘ Issues 
and Optio ns’

CW feels this Consult ation Document is   
unsatis factory b ecaus e it is more fo cused on  
the eco nomy at the exp ense of the soci al and  
natural environments.  This is important   
becaus e Governm ent poli cy urges a balance
between thes e three elements, an d as we say  
above peopl e are concerned about disposabl e 
income and qu ality of person al li fe not the  
overall economi c gro wth o f th e Boroug h. 

This is hugely important becaus e attracting  
more incomer business es, more people to  
Basingstoke – growth for growth’s sake –
will not improv e individual qu ality o f li fe but  
it will mean a loss o f green fields. The map 
below, taken from the Cor e Strategy,  shows 
(in B) the ‘area o f search’ east o f              
Basingstoke that is threaten ed. It also sho ws  
that planners are contemplating (in C)      
dev elopm ent south of the M3, which CW 
believ es wo uld be disastrous. Once th e M3  
bound ary h as been viol ated there is no   
southern limit to development, just as      
allowing more          development east of the  
A33 puts the whole Loddon Valley in dan -
ger. 

The risk to the Lo ddon Valley by  developing 
east o f Basingstok e was first highlighted in 
CW’s 1996 newsl ette r which explains our  
editori al   comment ‘ Plus  ça  change’.  But  
CW 
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Continued from Page 36
has  fought  success fully in th e past an d our   
stress on the im portance o f th e n atural environ-
ment to the whole Bo rough h as result ed in  
much more attention bei ng paid to wildlife and  
landscape here. 

By reinfo rcing this message yo u can h elp to  
protect this v aluable open countrysid e for     
future generations. We urge yo u to make it 
clear to all Local Councillors, and to Maria  
Miller our MP, th at gro wth is not the issue, but  
take home pay and quality of life are wh at mat-
ters.

What next for the LDF?
It will be no surprise to learn that the legisl ation 
a ffecting the prep aration o f LDFs has not been  
cla rified. The Borough Coun cil is waiting for  
further guid an ce from W hiteh all but in the 
meantime the follo wing ma y be how the      
process unfolds.

What seems cl ear is that th e Cor e Strategy is to 
be the bones of the plan and will sum up the 
over-arching prin ciples to be follow ed. The 
other LDF documents, when issued, will put 
fl esh on thes e bones. The importan ce of      
getting the Cor e Strateg y right is obvious an d it 
is likely there will be a furth er opportunity to 
comment on a revised document. A formal  
dra ft will be submitted to Government and  
there is likely to b e a public inqui ry, this may  
occur in late 20 09 or perhaps 201 0.

CW continues to follow d ev elopm ents: we will 
submit suggestions or obj ections and we will  
participat e in the publi c inquiry i f as ked.

The Water Cycle Study 
During th e inquiry into the cur rent Local P lan 
the Inspector re fus ed to ext end th e plan’s life 
beyon d 2011 because he was not con fid ent that 
Basingstoke’s sew ag e treatment and water  
supply would b e capable o f en abling the T own 
and some surroundin g commu nities to exp and 
without dam aging th e ecosyst em, parti cularly 
the River Loddon into w hich the 

Chineh am sewage t reatment works  
discharges the cl ean ed up e fflu ent. 
Therefore h e required a stu dy to be  
undertaken of wat er supply and  
man agement and als o han dling o f 
sew ag e and waste wate r. T his is the 
Water Cycl e S tudy (WCS) of which  
Part 1 of the repo rt has been com-
pleted. T he in formation to dat e is 
tha t gro wth prop osed fo r the        
Borough is probably acceptable but  
dep ends on Part 2 of the study. T his 
is due to be issued by end 2008. 
CW will monitor the report,  and 
mak e  r ecomm en dati o ns  fo r         
improv ements.
South East Plan Update
The Inspectors’ report on the 
South East Plan was published 
last August and has been 
passed to the Secretary of State. 
We sti ll awai t her                    
recommendations. 
CW was one of a few locally bas ed  
environmental grou ps invited to 
speak at the Examin ation in Public 
o f the Plan. Our main concern was  
the provision o f i n frastructu re fo r an  
exp anding Basingstoke, particul arly  
the probl em associat ed with sewage  
treatment and the e ffect this could  
hav e on the environment o f the  
River Loddon (a high quality river  
t ha t is p rot ec ted un der EU          
legislation ), the V alley and its     
biodiversity. 

The housing allocation for our area  
has been raised yet again. The Bor-
ough Council wanted 740 houses  
per an num, the South East Regional  
Assem bly wanted 825 and the     
Insp ectors h ave  raised t he allocation  
to 895. CW beli ev e this is an     
unsustain abl e figu re.
Howev er th e Inspecto rs did 
take note of some of the       
con cerns. 
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Continued from Page 38

express ed by CW .  In their report they  
said, 

“ Basingstoke is one o f the         
locatio ns wh ere the early studi es 
identi fi ed that adeq uate              
infrastructure provision was criti cal 
… notwithstanding the con cern 
express ed by Country Watch and 
some environment al bodies, the 
Water Cy cle Study (WCS)        
con cludes that dev elopment at   
Basingstoke can be accommodat ed 
without causing a failure of wat er 
quality objectiv es … howev er the 
River Lod don would fail W at er 
Framewo rk Directive Standards for 
phosphorus i f they became      
transp osed into regul atory crit eri a 
… to refl ect this uncertainty w e 
accept the co ntinuing need for a 
footnot e to the housing figures in 
policy (WCBC3) making th em 
subject to the phas e 2 of the W CS.”

CW does not accept the con clusion o f the  
Insp ectors regarding Part 1 of the WCS and 
await the co nclusions o f the Part 2 study 
due to be published at th e end of the year.

Loddon and Eversley ‘Leader’ 
Local Action Group
CW  has b ecome a memb er o f this group. 
We have been assisting the Hampshire & 
Isle of Wight W ildli fe T rust who have been 
co-o rdinating a bid fo r funds from the 

Pub lishe d by C ou ntr y Watc h c/o 131 C ava lie r  Road,  Ol d Basing, B asingstoke . RG 24 7ES

Country Watch Committee: 
Alan Read, Chairman (324779), 
Harry Mansfield, Treasurer, (328766), 
Nigel Bell, (762104), 
Maurice Chapman, (467036),
Dr. Alan Gibberd, (322515).

Join Country Watch today
CW exists to battle on your behalf for the 
Valley. Member ship only costs £3.00 per 
year. Subs cription cheques ar e payable 
to Country Watch, c/o 3 The M ead, Old 

Basing, Basingsto ke. RG24 7DT.

South East England Development 
Agency (SEEDA) to  assist the loca l 
rura l economy. ‘Leader’  is a six year 
European Union in itiative to support 
s mal l  scale  rural  development pro jects. 
The broad objectives of the pro-
gra mme are:-

i Making agricultu re and forestry 
more competitive and sustainabl e,

i Enhancin g the environment an d 
count ryside,

i Impro ving the rural quality o f li fe 
and the diversi ficatio n of the rural 
eco nomy.

We have just heard that our bid has been 
successful although SEED A has imp osed 
some last min ute conditions whi ch a re  
bei ng oppos ed by t he successfu l           
applicants. Discussions with SEEDA are 
continuin g.

The Loddon and Eversley Local Actio n 
Group will be responsibl e for allocatin g 
funds in the LAG area whi ch covers an 
area slig htly la rger than the existin g     
Loddon and  Ev ersley Heritag e Area. This 
Area is already managed by th e Hampshi re 
& IoW Wildlife Trust with suppo rt from 
the Environment Ag en cy, Hampshi re 
County Council an d Basingstoke & Dean e 
Borough Council.

The success ful bid will b ring in a new 
source o f funding to enhance and prot ect  
our sur rounding co untryside, whi ch is on e 
o f the main aims o f CW .  
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Loddon Valley Link Management Committee
Chairman:                             Dr . Don ald Daws on         Tel. 0 1256 8 82379
                                               e mail: dgd aw son@sky.com

De puty Chairman:                Re vd. Bob Politt              Tel. 0 1256 8 82209
                                               e mail : bobpo litt@btinter net.co m

Se cretary:                              Es me Ward                     Te l. 0125 6 8 80503      
                                               e mail: geoc.w ard@btinternet.com

Hartley Repre se ntative :       Dr . John Williams             Tel. 01256 882705
                                               email : law nfarm@ao l.com

Sherfie ld Park  Rep:              Chris  Wright                   Tel:  01 256 88 0436
                                               email: chr isw right@dartw ood.w anadoo .co.u k

Stratfie ld Saye  Rep:             Ge rmano Giugovaz        Tel: 0 1189  3 32 166

Committee Member:             Claire Os borne               Tel: 01256  32445 8
                                                Email: guyclair e@ukonlin eo nline .co.u k

Editor for October                     Caroline Rowe              Tel 01256  39 5027
and November                           e mail:  carolinerow e40@hotmail.com                    

       Winston Bruce              Tel. 01256 883277
       18 Longbridge Close
       Sherf ield  on Loddo n                                                                                                      
       Hook,  RG27  0DQ
       e mail: w in.bruce@tisca li.co.uk
       

Adve rtising:
Ple as e call Wins ton for  
all ad ve rtising              
enquir ies . Final s mall 
ads. for Se ptmber, by 
Mon 4th August 2008

Editor for Se ptem be r    Br ian Arche r                Tel. 0 12 56 882 099
       1, Orchard  Le a,
       Sherf ield  on Loddon, Hoo k RG27 0 ES
       e mail: br ianarcher @bt internet.co m
        

NB. The  final d ate for 
items  for the Se ptember    
edit io n is Saturday, 
16th August 200 8

Editor for                She ena Archer             Tel. 012 56 882 099
Dec/Jan and Feb 09    e mail: sh eenaarcher @btinternet.co m
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CHURCH OFFICERS
Rector:        Reverend Bob Politt, 

Readers:         Richard Elphick    Tel. 01256-882860
        Dr. John Williams    Tel. 01256-882705

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, SHERFIELD ON LODDON
Churchwardens: David Field                    Tel. 01256-850197

        Peter Gould              Tel. 01256-882538

Treasurer:         Stephen Hemmings      Tel.01256-882523

Organists:         Mike Abrams                 Tel. 01256-881188
        Brian Archer                  Tel. 01256-882099
        Peggy Willson              Tel. 01256-880503

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE
Churchwarden:   Roy Best              Tel. 01189-882422

Treasurer:         Robert Craig                 Tel: 01256-882253

Organist:         Fran Oliver              Tel. 01189-268364 

ST.MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL
Churchwardens:  Pip Iles                         Tel. 01256-880559                                                                              
                              Dr. John Williams         Tel. 01256-882705

Treasurer:          Michael Webster          Tel. 01256-882413

Organist:          Dr. Gill Williams   Tel. 01256-882705


