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Sunday Services for December 2007
Sunday 2nd December Advent 1
10.00am  Holy Communion  St Leonard’s, Sherfield
10.00am  Family Service  St Mary’s  Stratfield Saye *
 4.00pm   Evensong & Communion    St Mary’s  Hartley Wespall

Sunday 9th  December Advent 2

10.00am Morning Worship  St Leonard’s Sherfield
and Children’s Sunday Club

11.15am   Holy Communion (BCP)     St Mary’s Stratfield Saye*
  5.00pm Carols with Christingles St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

Sunday 16th December Advent 3

10.00am Family Communion      St Leonard’s, Sherfield
  6.00pm Carols by Candlelight  St Leonard’s Sherfield

Sunday 23rd December Advent 4

  8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)       St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
10.00am Family Service   St Leonard’s Sherfield
11.15am Matins (BCP)              St Mary’s Stratfield Saye*
5.00pm Carols with Nativity              St Mary’s Stratfield Saye*

              Monday    Christmas Eve
  

4.00pm    Crib Service           St Leonard’s Sherfield
  6.00pm   Holy Communion (BCP)     St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
11.00pm   Holy Communion    St Leonard’s Sherfield

Tuesday Christmas Day
10.00am     Family Service   St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
10.30am     Family Service   St Leonard’s Sherfield
11.00am   Holy Communion (BCP)       St Mary’s Stratfield Saye*

Sunday 30th December Christmas 1

10.00am Benefice Holy Communion (BCP)
                St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

                        Children are welcome at all our services.  Services
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Sunday Services for January 2008
Sunday 6th January    Feast of the Epiphany

10.00am   Holy Communion            St Leonard’s Sherfield
10.00am   Family Service                      St Mary’s Stratfield Saye*
  4.00pm   Evensong with Communion    St Mary’s Hartley  Wespall
Sunday 13th January          Epiphany 2

10.00am   Morning Worship  St Leonard’s, Sherfield
      and Children’s Sunday Club

11.15am   Holy Communion (BCP)          St Mary’s Stratfield Saye*
Sunday 20th January          Epiphany 3

10.00am   Holy Communion            St Leonard’s Sherfield
      and Children’s Sunday Club

  4.00pm   Evensong            St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

Wednesday 23rd   4.00 pm Toddlers at   St Leonard’s Sherfield

Sunday 27th January Epiphany 4
  8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP)         St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
10.00am   Family Service            St Leonard’s Sherfield
11.15am   Matins (BCP)            St Mary’s Stratfield Saye*

Sunday 3rd February Sunday next before Lent
   10.00am   Holy Communion 
                    St Leonard’s Sherfield
    10.00am  Family Service                         

          St Mary’s Stratfield Saye*
      4.00pm  Evensong with Communion             

         St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

*Drive up close to the white gates,          
          which will open automatically

                     BCP =  Book of Common Prayer 

in italics are particularly geared to children and families
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St. Leonard’s Church 
OPEN to VIEW

 St. Leonard’s Church is open to the 
public on selected Saturdays each 
month, when volunteers will be in     
attendance to greet you at the 

church.  Everyone is welcome to visit 
for quiet reflection, a prayer, to study 

the architecture or to view the 
church with a wedding in mind. 

Open on the following Saturdays.
December 8th 2007 and January 26th 2008

from 10am to 4 pm.  

Gloria Gaynor – Getting There

”My stature in the scene rose steadily in the following years until 
I reached the pinnacle of my career with the release of 

 in 1978.  Unfortunately, I became a bit of a diva.  I was 
materialistic and developed quite a big head.  At that point in   
my life I had everything that you would attach to success – a 
husband, homes, cars, jewels – yet I still wasn’t fulfilled.  It   
wasn’t until I became a born-again Christian in the early 1980s 
that I achieved that.  Even though I thought I had everything, 
something was missing.  All the accolades that came with my 
musical career couldn’t give me what Jesus had done.”
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Baptisms
Thomas ALLNUTT 18.11.07 Sherfield
Gethin HUDSON 18.11.07 Sherfield
Tyler HUDSON 18.11.07 Sherfield

Funerals
Audrey GREETHAM 31.10.07 Stratfield Saye
Ken WEAVING   9.11.07 Sherfield
Eva HAM 14.11.07 Sherfield

Eva HAM
Eva had lived 50 of her 88 years in Sherfield-on-Loddon and 
had been very active in the village.  In later years she could be 
seen motoring along on her scooter at high speed to the Post 
Office and Shop and on one famous occasion found herself   
being rescued from a ditch!  Ham Corner, a recent addition to 
the village, has preserved the family name and all who were 
linked with St Leonard’s Church will know how faithful and  com-
mitted she was as a Christian.  
Life had not been easy for Eva but to the end, even organising 
her funeral to the last detail, she wanted to put Christ first in her 
life and share with everybody she could the wonderful love and 
strength she discovered in God. She will be greatly missed.

Revd Bob Politt.  Rector

Ken WEAVING
Karen Blakeley, her mother and family would like to express 
their thanks for the warm support given to them after the death 
of Ken, a dear father, husband and grandfather.  Particular 
thanks to all those in the church who welcomed Doreen so 
warmly and unconditionally and also to those who offered their 
services during the funeral.
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Give thanks for those who gave of  the ir t ime and energy to make 
our Christmas festivit ies and our worship successful and fulf illing.
Pray for those who could be a lone at  Christmas that their need of  
fellowship and friendship will be recognised by  those around them.
Pray for the homeless and those without food or water or shelter this 
Christmas that  the world will not forget  them.
Pray for those who were flooded out of  their houses in the
summer and have not yet  been able to return home that
they will f ind a way of be ing able to enjoy this Christmas with 
their families and friends.
Pray for a ll families as we approach the holiday season. 
May they  have safe  journeys and be united in their love for 
each other.
Pray for the world so full of anxiet ies and worries, uncertain 
of the future and unsure of the way  forward.

Yet to all who received him,  to those who believed in his name, he   
gave the right to become children of God-- children born not of natura l      
descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have  
seen his glory, the glory of  the One and Only, who came from the     
Father, full of   grace and truth.   

Gracious God, at  Christmas time we hear of your birth in Bethlehem  
and we will re joice in that, but we know your me ssage is for everyone. 
We remember that you came to set  people free and to offer a new    
relationship with God breaking down the barr iers which keep us apart, 
bearing the price of  our disobedience and opening up the way to life.
May Jesus be born again in our hearts and made known through our 
lives, through the words we say  and the deeds we do, the love we share 
and the compassion we show, the faith we proclaim and the people we 
are. May his light shine afresh in the world, bringing hope, healing, joy 
and renewal. May we not just ta lk in this season about good will to a ll, 
but do something to show what it means. God of  grace, you have given 
us so much, teach us to give in return..
In your name we pray.
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Toddler 
Service in 

December will be 
replaced by the Crib 
Service at 4.00pm  
St Leonard’s Church 
on Christmas Eve.

Carol Singing  - this year 
we shall be singing carols 
around Sherfield Park as 
well as Sherfield Village. 
See the pull-out leaflet for details or 
contact Bob Politt 882209

We shall be meeting for prayer at Holt Cottage 8.00-9.00pm 
on Tuesday 4th December. Please come along or let us 
have your requests for prayer. 

Contact Anne & Steve 882523 or Bob 882209.

Saturday 26th January 2008
8.30—10.00am at ‘The Oak Barn’
Goodchild’s Hill, Stratfield Saye.

Mark Thomas will be telling us about the amazing story of 
‘Child’s Trust’ which now brings hope to hundreds of destitute 
children in India. Guy’s, put this date in your diary. 

        Details from Bob 882209

Toy Service
Another very big Thank You to 
all the children and supporters 
who gave gifts. These have 
been passed on to children in 
need who otherwise would 
have had little or nothing this 

Christmas.
Thank you for being 
Santa’s little helpers!

The 10 couples who 
attended the Marriage 
Course would like to say how 
good it was and pass on thanks to 
all who hosted the evenings. The 
input was brilliant covering every-
thing from ‘conflict’ to ‘good sex’. 
Watch out for the next course! 
Details from Bob & Rody 882209



Editorial by Brian Archer

Please Note
The Commi ttee cannot be he ld responsi ble for the re liability or quality of any work 
or service provided by advertisers.  
The Management Committee of the Loddon Valley Link cannot accept: 
i  Any item received anonymously.  Please supply your na me and address with    

material you wish to be considered for publication.

i Announcements, invitations or advertisements cannot be accepted from a third 
party. A responsible person, directly involved, must submi t the item.
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Christmas time prompts us to especially think   
of others. We take the opportunity to renew      
contacts with our friends and relatives, many of 
whom (in my case) we may not have seen since 
last year.  It’s also a time to thank others…..
Which leads me to register a special ‘Thank You’ to our intrepid 
team of helpers who print, collate, staple, distribute and deliver the    
Loddon Valley Link each month to everyone in the community.  
This team of helpers turn up as regular as clockwork to spend a 
busy afternoon collating the pages into the booklet you now see 
before you.  Without their support and dedication we would not be 
able to produce the Link and our community would lose an          
important  source of information about Church and Village life.     
But saying thank you does not stop there…..
In the last issue of the Link, you will have seen the Parish Council 
advertisement  for a new Parish Clerk.  We are very sorry that Lucy 
Marshall will not be able to continue as Parish Clerk after the end 
of  November, and we would like to thank Lucy very sincerely for 
her total commitment to the job and for all the very hard work she 
has put in over the last four and a half years.  At the time of going 
to press, nobody has been appointed to take Lucy's  position, but 
we will advise you in due course of the name of her replacement.
Finally, and on behalf of the Management Committee of our Church 
Magazine, may we wish you a Very Happy Christmas and peaceful 
New Year.
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Christmas is coming
KEN’S RAFFLE IS NOW 

OPEN at THE SHOP
Sherfield-on-Loddon

Yes it’s that time of the year again, 
when we all want to help those who help us.

All proceeds, as usual, will go to St. Michael’s    
Hospice.  Please help to raise a record total for      

a very worthy cause.  Call in and buy your tickets.
Don’t miss out this year!

       FARMER GOSDEN’S 
     CHRISTMAS TURKEYS

Locally reared in Sherfield-on-Loddon.  
To place your order, phone Ivan on 

01256 881007.  Don’t forget our      
farm-made ice cream, from               

‘The Shop’ in Sherfield.

Poppy Appeal
Stratfield Saye and                    

Hartley Wespall
Thank you very much to all the             
contributors and collectors in Stratfield 
Saye and Hartley Wespall who this year 
have raised a fantastic £1,328.82
                                           Eric Ward



The village hall is now  up and running again and w as off icially re-opened 
at the PoSH Coffee Morning on Saturday 10 November.  Margaret Lee 
cut the ribbon across the door of the Garden Room and there w as a free 
prize draw .  First pr ize w ent to Jim Pearman, second to Doreen Tossw ill 
and third to Jeanne Know les.  The next PoSH Coffee Morning w ill be on 
Saturday 8 December at 10.30 a.m. in the Garden Room.  Everyone is 
invited!

The next big event in the village hall w ill be on Saturday 15th December 
w hen the Ba singstoke Concert Band present their Christmas Concert.  
For further details, look at the announcement on page 18 and posters in 
the Shop and Post Off ice.  Tickets can be bought from Jan Martin on 
882539.

Looking ahead to 2008, on Saturday 26th January, w ill be the Barn 
Dance!  Tickets are available from the Shop and Post Office price 
£13.50 to include a f ish and chip supper.  Tables can be booked by  
ringing Jane on 881979.  Don’t delay as numbers w ill be restricted to 
give everyone plenty of room.  Dancing w ill be to Pitchfork as usual.

If  you enjoyed the Italian Evening in October, then put another Ho g the 
Limelight production in your diary.  Shoo Shoo Baby are coming (to our 
village hall this time!) on Saturday 8th March to perform ‘From Ber lin to 
Broadw ay’, w hich w ill be songs from the show s and includes mus ic by 
Gershw in, Cole Porter, etc and the evening w ill be cabaret style w ith a 
bar and light refreshments.  Look out for further details in the New  Year.
Please support YOUR village hall by looking out for future events.   
Bookings for parties and w eddings can now  be taken.  Ring Jan, our 
resident caretaker, on 882539 to make a booking or to view  the halls.  
Jan can advise on layouts for formal occasions.
The Village Hall Committee w ould like to thank everyone for their      
support this last year and w ish everyone a Happy Christmas and a 
Peaceful New  Year.

VILLAGE HALL      
MATTERS!
Reported by Gill Fearon
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Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal

Thank you Sherfield. By your amazing generosity, 
in 2007 we have ra ised a record 

£1,524.54p 
Particular ly pleasing is the  number of Gift A id  
envelopes, ensuring a substant ial amount  of    

recla imed tax to come. (c.£130 extra)

A huge ‘Thanks’ to a ll collectors, counters and  
loca l businesses for your great  support .

  Basingstoke Concert Band
Christmas Concert

   in Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Hall

on Saturday, December 15th starting at 7.30pm

Tickets £5.00 (£3.00 concessions) includes

Tea/Coffee and a mince pie

Tickets: Jan Martin on 882539 or Committee members

Barn Dance with the Pitchfork Band
Sat 26th January.  Tickets £13.50 to include Fish & Chips 

See Village Hall Matters page 16
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          You are invited to the house of Annie and Noel 
Fisher for an evening of Carol Singing.   All your favourite 

Carols and Christmas Songs in a sing-along style.
This is a relaxed social occasion so bring your whole family. 

Everybody welcome. Mince pies and mulled wine will be 
served beside a roaring log fire to keep your spirits up!

Arrive  7.00 to 7.15 pm.  Start singing at 7.30 pm. 
There will be a collection for charity at the                     

end of the evening.
No tickets.  No booking. All welcome.

Directions to Hartley House:
Take the A 33 towards     

Reading as far as the Total 
Garage.

Turn Right at the garage.   
Follow the road past the  

Cricketers Pub.
Hartley House is large yellow 
painted house on the right, 
with the double entrance, 
as you round the bend. 
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Some Seasonal Thoughts…. from the editor

At this special time of the year stop harbouring    
resentful thoughts because they can develop into 
cruel attacks on other human beings.  Think for      
a moment about the damage done to others by  
saying the first thing that comes into your head.    

A thoughtless word may have far reaching consequences.  At this 
special time of the year make someone happy with a reassuring 
word and a tender smile.  

Dear Santa,
Please can I have a teddy bear for Christmas - just 
one will do, that’s my request to you.
From Sophie
P.S. Oh and by the way, could teddy have a 24” flat 
screen TV and an electronic games console to keep him amused 
while I’m at school? 

'Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse;
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that St Nicholas soon would be there.
                                                                 

Christmas means… children, family, cards and crackers; kissing  
under the mistletoe, music, puddings and jelly beans; toys,        

almonds, angels and gingerbread; Christmas 
stockings, three wise men, Barbie dolls,      
pokemon cards, turkey and holly, mince pies 
and chocolates, carols and candles, jingle bells, 
fruit cake, garlands and gifts…. but most of all, 
Christmas means love.



From snow-lined streets an old man 
shuffled into the warmth of his tiny house,    
closing the door on the noise of Christmas Eve 
shoppers, street sellers, and horse-drawn      
carriages. A log fire broke the cosy silence as it 
crackled into life. A cat wound itself around his 
ankles like a   corkscrew as the old man         
unpacked his bag, busily concocting soup upon 
the range. 
On a table he placed a parcel and 
entered his leather-perfumed   
workshop to polish some newly 
made boots. Placing them next to 
the  parcel, he sat down with his 
pipe, and reached for a partly made 
toy. “Ah Puss, something’s up, my 
heart’s a flutter. I think the Lord   
Jesus is coming tonight and these 
gifts are for Him.” The church clock 
struck six, then seven and he 
placed the completed toy next to 
the boots. 
Looking through the thick glass  
windows, he gazed upon empty streets and  
saw a shivering child in the gas-light. “Please, 
come and warm yourself by my fire!” he called 
opening his open door.  As the child’s frozen 
body thawed, he smelt the rich aroma of soup, a 

bowl of which appeared before him. Once   
emptied, the child’s eyes lighted upon the toy 
boat, which appeared to fly towards him in the 
old man’s gnarled hands. “Happy Christmas,” 
he said and the boy’s heart filled with joy. 
The clock struck eight as the boy left, passing a 
poor woman clutching a baby. “Oh,” gasped the 

old man. “Please, my dear, 
you are welcome to share 
my fire.” Its radiance 
worked its magic as the 
flesh of woman and baby 
changed from blue to rosy 
red, warmed inside and out 
by fire and soup. From the  
parcel he took a shawl of 
finest wool and wrapped it 
round them both. “God 
bless you and your child. 
Merry Christmas,” he said. 
As another grateful guest 
vanished from sight, a 

tramp stood before him. “My friend, come in and 
warm yourself.” The glowing heat embraced the 
tramp as he sat   savouring the old man’s soup 
until the pot was emptied. “I see that your shoes 
are old and cracked. Please accept these boots 
for your travels,” he said as the tramp departed. 

A Christmas Tale
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Tolstoy and grandd aught er

To see the Christmas trees available at the Wyevale Garden Centre just 
look in at any of the three Parish Churches. The trees were all 
donated by the new manager at our local Wildmoor Lane 
centre, Peter Walker. He has advice on how to keep them 
in the best possible health - and looking fabulous with his 
wide range of decorations.  It is part of a new spirit of      
collaboration with the community: Peter is also inviting us to 

Spirit of Christmas at our Wyevale Garden Centre



bowl of which appeared before him. Once   
emptied, the child’s eyes lighted upon the toy 
boat, which appeared to fly towards him in the 
old man’s gnarled hands. “Happy Christmas,” 
he said and the boy’s heart filled with joy. 
The clock struck eight as the boy left, passing a 
poor woman clutching a baby. “Oh,” gasped the 

old man. “Please, my dear, 
you are welcome to share 
my fire.” Its radiance 
worked its magic as the 
flesh of woman and baby 
changed from blue to rosy 
red, warmed inside and out 
by fire and soup. From the  
parcel he took a shawl of 
finest wool and wrapped it 
round them both. “God 
bless you and your child. 
Merry Christmas,” he said. 
As another grateful guest 
vanished from sight, a 

tramp stood before him. “My friend, come in and 
warm yourself.” The glowing heat embraced the 
tramp as he sat   savouring the old man’s soup 
until the pot was emptied. “I see that your shoes 
are old and cracked. Please accept these boots 
for your travels,” he said as the tramp departed. 

His rich fare depleted, he gazed out of his     
window. The clock struck nine, ten, eleven…
dong, dong, dong... “Puss, I was sure He   
would come tonight. ”.dong, dong, dong.. As     
if in a dream a kindly voice spoke: “But I did 
come, in the child, the woman with her baby  
and the tramp. You welcomed and warmed me, 
fed me and gave me gifts. Now it is time for me 

to welcome you.” The cat jumped as 
the old man’s hands flopped and his 
head slumped...dong, dong, dong. 
On their way to midnight mass, his 
friends called and found him, so still 
yet so serene.  
This wonderful story is based    
upon Tolstoy’s ’Papa Panov’.          
It  encapsulates the Christian        
message of Christmas, which is 
about God’s grace, his gift to us     
of his most   precious Son. The       
Nativity of Christ’s birth, soon to be 
re-enacted by children everywhere, 
is for every person, in every land 

and for every generation.  Nothing has changed, 
such is the love of God that he was born for us. 
As with all gifts, we need to  receive him.  A 
happy, joyful and peaceful Christmas to you all.               

                                                                             
Revd. Bob Politt

A Christmas Tale

..“I bring you good 
news of great joy 
that will be for all 

the  people. 

Today in the town 
of David a Saviour      

has been born to 
you, he is Christ                    

the Lord.” 
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Luke 2: 10-11

return our Christmas trees and cards to the store after the holidays for 
recycling.  You will see him there talking to the public about what they’d 

like from their local Wyevale Garden Centre, beyond the 
fresh product ranges and cafeteria menu.  Peter has 
worked magic for the company in the past and it seems 
some of it is now coming our way. He welcomes our ideas 
- as we welcome his support.  

Spirit of Christmas at our Wyevale Garden Centre
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THE STRATFIELD SAYE EDUCATIONAL 
FOUNDATION

(Grants for Children and Young People)

The Foundation was established by George Pitt in 1739 and 
provides grants for children and young people under 18 in the 
Parishes of Stratfield Saye and Beech Hill.  The Trustees 
would like to encourage parents of Stratfield Saye and Beech 
Hill to make use of this historic charity.

All claims, with accompanying receipts, for extra curricular     
activities, where not provided by the Local Education Authority 
will be considered sympathetically. The grant is not              
means-tested and is available for activities such as:

Music and swimming tuition, residential and study courses,  
textbooks and special equipment etc.

Applications for grants must be received by: 
Roy Best, Clappers Farm, Grazeley, RG7 1JJ  or

Paul Sedgwick, Stratfield Saye Estates, Estate Office,  
Stratfield Saye, Near Reading, RG7 2BT                              

not later than 31st December 2007
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at St. Leonard’s Church on
Sunday December 16th

at 6.00 pm

A family occasion when 
we delight to hear again 

the story of the              
journey to                 

Bethlehem, the             
song of the                

angels,      
the surprise of              

the shepherds, and    
their joy as they               

find the baby               
Jesus in the              

manger. 

A Candlelit 
Service of 
Carols and 
Readings 
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LODDON SPORTS JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB.
   With the season almost one third of the w ay through, the  

results and  progress made by the teams  w ithin the c lub 
are beginning to give great encouragement.

The Under 11's and Under 14's are currently unbeaten in 
their leagues, w hile the remaining age groups are making steady       
progress in spite of a few  setbacks.
All of the squads are now  located in to their indoor training venues w ith 
the arr ival of the dark evenings, and w e are thankful that there are such 
good indoor training facilit ies available to us in the locality.

The success story of the Club continues w ith the Lods/Tods Nursery 
squad, currently operating w ith some forty plus youngsters.  They are     
indeed the lifeline of the club. This group together w ith the Under 7's  
are training on Saturday mornings in the f ine location at Sherfield 
School.

As from November 30th w e w ill be unable to cater for any extra players 
in the Lods /Tods due to space and safety regulations. When daylight 
training resumes in March the gates w ill be open again, meanw hile w e 
are more than happy to inc lude young players on the w aiting list.

Some 18 players make up the Under 7 squad, all of w hom have       
graduated from last years Lods Tods. We are indebted to the Team 
Managers and their helpers for their time and devotion given to all of   
our age groups and w e offer our sincere thanks to them all through the 
media of the `Loddon Valley Link'.
The Club is at the moment in the process of apply ing for renew al of its 
F.A. Charter Standard.  The original is now  three years old and renew al   
is required every three years w ith updates recorded by the County and 
Football Association. The club has seen the benefits w hich can be 
achieved through this status and w e trust that our renew al w ill be       
successful. 

                                                                Fred Berntsen, Club Secretary.
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Sherfield & District 
Gardening Club

We plan a varied programme including talks from experts and       
garden visits. Discount for members at Whitewater Nursery,        
Heckfield and from Thompson and Morgan seed catalogues.   

We meet in the Garden Room at Sherfield-on-Loddon                       
Village Hall at 8.00pm

Next Meeting: 

17th December 2007 - Our Christmas Party

21st January 2008 - Speaker to be confirmed

The Rotherwick Gift Fair.
We would like to thank everyone that supported this year’s 
Rotherwick Gift Fair.  We are very pleased to announce that we 
raised £18,500.  The Friends of St Michael’s Hospice home-
made food stall raised £2,500 and the remainder went to The 
Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust.  We look forward to 
welcoming you to next year’s Fair.
ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

    USED POSTAGE STAMPS - THANKS
Mary Chessell sends her thanks to everyone who 
has collected used postage stamps for Guide Dogs 
for the Blind.  So far the stamps have enabled 53 

dogs to be bought - a  magnificent achievement.  Mary is still 
collecting stamps.  If you can help, please give them to Mary at 
St. Leonard’s church or send them to:  7 Larkfield, Chineham 
RG24 8UE
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A Seasonal Reminder from the Police
i Enjoy your Christmas shopping. But remember, don’t buy    

presents and leave them in your car in full view while you go 
back for more!  This is the ideal ’Christmas present’ for a thief.  
Don’t tempt thieves; Keep your purchases hidden.

i Theft of presents from under Christmas trees is, 
thankfully,  not common, but it is very distress-
ing when it does happen. Ensure that your 
house is secure when you go out.  If it’s dark 
outside, leave some lights on to make a thief 
think twice.

i Are you the parents of teenagers or young 
adults?  This is the party season. Minimise the 
harm young people can cause if they get drunk 
by taking special responsibly as parents. Know 
where your kids are and pick them up whenever 
possible.  It will reduce the risk of them getting 
hurt by others behaving irresponsibly.

i Basingstoke is a safe place to live and visit. We want to ensure 
that it stays that way so everyone can enjoy the Christmas    
Season.  Have a Happy and safe Christmas.

Mobile
 Library
Service  

Stopping Place 
  Jan 12th & 26th

Sherfield-on-Loddon
Nr Village Hall  3.25 to 3.50 pm    

Tel: 0845 603 5631
www.hants.gov.uk/
library

www.hants.gov.uk/


 34

The Women’s Institute            
Reported by Ilene Iles

Tess Morris, our Acting President, w elcomed everyone and mentioned 
how  nice it w as to be back at the Village Hall, but how  grateful w e had 
been to use Breach Lane Chapel.  She w ent on to inform those present 
that Eva Ham had died the prev ious day.  Tess said that she had been a 
W I  Member for a long time – a mult i-talented and sometimes “feisty” 
lady.  Tess asked everyone to stand for a minute’s silence: a card w as 
passed round for Eva’s son Peter. 
Apologies w ere taken and Jerusalem sung, unaccompanied as Peggy 
Willson w as absent. The business meeting proceeded, correspondence 
w as dealt w ith and the Treasurer ’s Report given.  Val Denny, back w ith 
us after her eye operation, reported that the tr ip to the Haymarket to see 
“The Wizard of Oz” had been cancelled due to lack of interest and Tess 
reminded everyone of the Carol Service at Pamber House on the 10th 
December.
Our Christmas Meeting on December 5th w ill be a s ing-song w ith Br ian 
Archer and Peggy Willson, w hich should be great fun!   Our January 
meeting w ill be on January 9th (2nd Wednesday) from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
(Hall open at 12 p.m.) and w ill include a Br ing and Buy Sale and       
Members favourite poems  or prose.   This w ill be follow ed by soup      
and sandw iches and a cup of tea.
As Dee is aw ay on holiday, Jan Woltman said the w alk on Thursday 
w ould be through the Vyne Woods – cars to be in the car park at 11.00 
a.m.  At the Annual General Meeting Tess gave the Pres ident’s Report 
and Margaret Lee provided everyone w ith a copy of the accounts and ex-
plained these in detail.   As the present Committee Members w ere w illing 
to stand again, they w ere re-elected “en bloc” and w ere joined by Evelyn 
Holdaw ay. Tess Morris w as elected our President, hav ing indicated that 
she w as w illing to stand.
Peggy Pearman, from the f loor, gave a vote of thanks to 
the President and Committee and the Meeting closed at 
3.25 p.m.  A delicious tea follow ed and the raff le w as 
draw n.
Join us for our meeting on Wednesday, 5th December 
2007 for a Chr istmas Sing-song and Christmas Tea Party.  
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EVERGREEN CLUB for the over 60’s
Reporter – Jean Berntsen (Chairperson)

The Club's November meeting was held in the        
Baptist Chapel, the guest speaker was Mr Jack Shovel 
who gave an enlightening talk about the Royal          
National  Lifeboat Institution. His interesting talk was 
accompanied by a short film show.
The Evergreen's Club would like to thank Geoff        
Belsham at the Baptist Chapel for catering for the club 
during the Village Hall's period of closure.

The Club's next meeting to be held on        
December 3rd will be held in the Village Hall 
and heralds the Annual Christmas Party. 
Please note the time for the party is from 
1.30pm until 4.30pm.  We are to be             
entertained by pupils from Daneshill School 
and the afternoon will end with a sing-along of 
popular Carols and Christmas Songs, so  
book the date now!
Please note anyone who would like to join the Evergreen's Club   
is welcome to come along on the first Monday in each month at 
2.00pm when you will be made most welcome.
For further information please contact:-
                      Jean Berntsen on 01256 / 882798.
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NWR recently enjoyed a games evening, or rather, game 
evening, as we actually played only one game.  We played 
‘Chronology’, a game we had played at a previous games 
evening a couple of years ago.  The essence of the game is 
to build up a sequence of events in chronological order and 
the first player or team to reach 10 events is the winner.  

A bit of historical knowledge is an asset, but some of it is 
pure guesswork!  One that springs to mind is, “When was the 
first safety pin used?”  Often events are a lot earlier than you 
would think!  How many of you would remember when the 
Thames Flood Barrier was opened?  Well it was 1984!

Our next meeting will be on 13th December at Natalie 
Larner’s house when we will celebrate Christmas with carols, 
readings, poems and lots of festive fare!  If you would like to 
come along, please give me a ring on 882106.

Dear Pond Visitors
Please help to keep our ponds healthy by:-
i Feeding us only when we are hungry!  Uneaten bread        

encourages rats to our ponds.  Take uneaten bread home 
with you and come back another day.  
Please don’t leave unwanted food in the  
litter bins!

i Feed us at the Horse Pond or Jubilee Pond 
but not at the smaller Golden Pond because 
this is a special environmental and       
duck-free zone.  THA NKS! Quack Quack….
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
The STD code is 01256, unless otherwise stated.

Allotments.
Babysitting Circle. 
Basingsto ke Gazette.   
Bingo.  
Brownies.
St. Leonard’s Church.                             
Breach Lane Chapel.

Catholic Church
Cricket Club
Evergreens.                   
Football (Junior)             
Football (Seniors) 
Happy Faces Playgroup
Loddon Valley Link.
Lunch Club. 
NWR.  
Sherfield Parish Council.

Police:

Poppies.
Post Office
Sherfield Community Care 
Group
Sherfield Fete.
Sherfield Show.
Short Mat Bowls.
Toddler Group 0-5s. 
Tree Warden. 
Village Grn. Volunteers. 
Village Hall Caretaker/
Bookings.
V. Hall Mgmt. Cttee.
Whist Drive. 
Women’s In stitute.                                                                                                                                 
    
                                    

Tracy Lander-Sims 
Sally    
Chris Horton
Ursula Lambden
Sue Handasyde-Dick
Revd. Bob Politt
Geoff Belsham                           
Chris Ru ssell                    
Father Vincent Harvey 
Andy Stevens
Jean Berntsen
Fred Berntsen 
Don Campbell 
Peggy Hutchins                         
See back pages of magazine 
Helen Belsham                          
Gill Fearon
Bruce Batting (Chair)
Edited Jan 08: Fiona Craig (Clerk)                 
Mandy Jewell  

Natalie Larner

Doreen Tosswill

Sandy Johnston
Sally Brain                                 
Norman Stanley
Jaqui Skillett                          
Geraldine House-Barklie            
Simon Hennessey                        

Jan Martin     
Jane Brydges
Jean Wright 
Val Denny                                                                

882503
880362
882426
882839
882337
882209
882534
01276 21469
465214
882414
882798
882798
882953
882609

882534
882106
882605
882149
08450 454545
07770 471655
880075
882210
882344

882507
882275
881021
881021
882536
880224

882539
881979
882845
882410
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CLUES DOWN;
1    OF BIRTH (5)
2     PULLED  AT CH RIST MA S  (7)
3     KILN (4)
4     DECO RATE S (6)
5     WHITE COVE RING (5)
6     GIFT (7)
7     FREE S FROM SIN (7)
12   SHINE (7)
13   AFRAID (sl) (7)
15   EASING O F TEN SION (7)
16   TINY TIM HAD ONE (6)
17   REPOSES (5)
19   MADE AGAIN (5)
21.    LIGHT (4)

CLUES ACROSS:
1.   CH RIST MAS SAINT (8)
7.   LESS COMMON  (5)
8.   INTERCHANGE (9)
9.   SIGNAL FOR HE LP (1,1,1,)
10  GOSPEL (4)
11  MAKE UP (6)
13  SEA SONAL HY MNS (6)
14   THE MIDDLE O F (6)
17. COME BA CK (6)
18. CH RIST MAS SYMBOL (4)
20. RE MINDER (3)
22. GOT ON TRAN SPORT (9)
23. COME IN (5)
24. WITH HIS FRIEND S HE KEPT WATCH NEA R 
BETHLEHEM (8)

ANSWER S T O CROSSW ORD 57
ACROSS;1.TO RAH 4. MUSLI MS 8.BA BYLON 9.UNION 10 .EDIT 11.LAY 1 2.HA HA 15.WEPT16.AP SE 
18.SO RE 19.TEN 20. FAIR 24.O CHRE 25.TE RMINI 26.EXPLAIN 27.DYING

DOWN;1.TA BLET OF STONE 2.RA BBI 3 .HALO 4.MONDAY  5.SAU L 6.IMITATE 7. SUNDAY MORNING 
13.APE 14.APT 15.WORSHIP 17.LENTEN 2 1.ALIBI 22.HE RA 23 .GRID 
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Loddon Valley Link Management Committee

Secretary:                              Esme Ward
                28 Pound Meadow ,  

                                                Sherf ield on Loddon, 
                                                Hook RG27 OEP  
                                                Tel. 01256 880503

         email: geoc.w ard@btinternet.com

Chairman:                              Dr. Donald Dawson    Tel. 882379
                                        email: dgdaw son@sky.com
Deputy Chairman:                 Revd. Bob Politt         Tel. 882209
                                        email : bobpolitt@btinternet.com
Hartley Representative:        Dr. John Williams      Tel. 882705
                                        email : law nfarm@aol.com
Sherfield Park Rep:               Mr Chris Wright   Tel: 880436
                                email: chrisw right@dartw ood.w anadoo.co.uk
Stratfield Representative:     Mr. Eric Price             Tel: 881402
Committee Member:              Claire Osborne          Tel: 324458
                                       email: guyclaire@ukonline.co.uk

Editor for February 08   Sheena Archer 
         1, Orchard Lea
         Sherf ield on Loddon, 
         Hook RG27 0ES
         Tel: 01256 882099
   email: sheenaarcher@btinternet.com

NB. The final date 
for items for the Feb   
Edition is  Weds 
16th January 2008

         Winston Bruce
         18 Longbr idge Close
         Sherfield on Loddon                                                                                                    
         Hook.  RG27 0DQ
         Tel. 01256 883277
      email: w in.bruce@tiscali.co.uk

Advertising:
Please call Winston 
for all advertising              
enquiries. Final small 
ads. for Feb, by 
Sat.12th January.
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CHURCH OFFICERS
Rector:        Reverend Bob Politt, 
                             33 Northfield Road ,                       
                             Sherfield on Loddon. RG27 0DR

       Tel. 01256-882209
                    Kindly note the Rector’s  day off is Thursday.

Readers:         Mr. Richard Elphick    Tel. 01256-882860
        Dr. John Williams    Tel. 01256-882705

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, SHERFIELD ON LODDON
Churchwardens: Mrs. Gill Austin              Tel. 01256-882364

        Mr. Peter Gould    Tel. 01256-882538

Treasurer:        Mr. Stephen Hemmings  Tel.01256-882523

Organists:         Mr. Mike Abrams           Tel. 01256-881188
        Mr. Brian Archer            Tel. 01256-882099
        Mrs. Peggy Willson    Tel. 01256-880503

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE
Churchwarden:   Mr. Roy Best              Tel. 01189-882422

Treasurer:         Mr Robert Craig            Tel: 01256-882253

Organist:         Mrs. Fran Oliver    Tel. 01189-268364 

ST.MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL
Churchwardens: Mr Pip Iles              Tel. 01256-880559                                                                                      
                              Dr. John Williams         Tel. 01256-882705

Treasurer:         Mr. Michael Webster     Tel. 01256-882413

Organist:         Dr. Gill Williams    Tel. 01256-882705


