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NOVEMBER 2007  BENEFICE WORSHIP
Sunday 4th NOVEMBER                           4th before Advent
10.00am  Holy Communion      St Leonard’s Sherfield
10.00am  Family Service                 St Mary Stratfield Saye*
  4.00pm  Evensong & Communion    St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

     by Extension

Sunday 11th NOVEMBER                3rd before Advent
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

10.00am   Family Service                       
                 & Act of Remembrance     St Mary’s Hartley Wespall 
10.45 am  Act of Remembrance 

      at the War Memorial          Sherfield-on-Loddon
10.45am  Parade Service                 St Mary’s Stratfield Saye*

Sunday  18th NOVEMBER                2nd before Advent
10.00am  Baptisms 
                & Family Communion      St Leonard’s Sherfield
  4.00pm  Evensong                 St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

Sunday 25th NOVEMBER       Sunday before Advent
  8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)    St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
10.00am  Family Toy Service            St Leonard’s Sherfield
11.15am  Holy Communion (BCP)    St Mary Stratfield Saye*   

Wednesday 28th November
  4.00-4.20pm   Toddler Service        St Leonard’s Sherfield

Sunday 2nd DECEMBER                     Advent Sunday
10.00am  Holy Communion     St Leonard’s Sherfield
10.00am  Family Service     St Mary Stratfield Saye*
  4.00pm  Evensong                          St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

     & Communion by Extension
* Drive up to the white gates, which open automatically

   BCP = Book of Common Prayer
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              The Personal Touch

                            This year Remembrance Day, the eleventh 
       day of the eleventh month, will be on a 
       Sunday, giving those who wish to stop and 

                  ponder plenty of opportunity to do so. The two 
                  World Wars and the conflicts since then can 
                  have little meaning for us unless we have 

some personal knowledge and understanding of them. 

My knowledge of World War II came not only through my family, 
but also by getting to know a captured  Wellington bomber pilot 
I worked for as a teenager and Jurgen Moltmann, a German 
soldier and prisoner of war. I learnt so much from these people 
and have the deepest respect for them, not least because    
they have enabled me to appreciate the complex and often  
conflicting aspects of war, its horror and inhumanity but also    
its opportunity for courage and sacrifice.

We tend to make judgements about each other based on       
appearance, dress, age, behaviour or work status. We judge   
by what we see which, as far as it goes, is okay but do we also 
pass sentence? “All hoodies are bad!”  Personal information 
and insight changes our understanding of people and situations.

By personalising our relationships we can discover  people    
beyond skin depth. By coming as Jesus, God did just this in   
order to get to know us and to let us get to know him. Yet so 
many people choose to live with a caricature, a sort of ‘Andy 
Hamilton’ version of God. So, how does God look at us? Let 
God speak for himself: “Man looks at the outward appearance, 
but the LORD looks at the heart."  That’s what I call deep.
1 Samuel 16

Christian greetings,                  
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For Roman Catholic Services please contact      
Father Vincent Harvey 01256 465214

BREACH LANE     
BAPTIST CHAPEL

Services 
and 

Activities Þ®»¿½¸ Ô¿²» Ý¸¿°»´ ·² 
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NOVEMBER 2007
SUN 4th     2.30pm  Hartley Wintney 200th Anniversary
SUN 4th     6.30pm  Evening Service
THU 8th     7.00pm  Property Committee at Frimley  Road
SUN 11th   10.45am    Remembrance Service at  Sherfie ld War Memorial
                 3.00pm  Bible Study
MON 12th 7.45pm  Deacons Meeting at Frimley Road
SAT 17th 2.30pm  Disabled Christian Fe llowship
TUE 20th 7.45pm     Church Meeting at Frimley  Road
SUN 25th      3.00pm  Bible Study
MON 26th   8.00pm  Bible Study at Cross House

DECEMBER 2007
SUN 2nd 6.30pm  Evening Service
SUN 9th 3.00pm  Bible Study
SAT 15th 2.30pm  Disabled Christian Fe llowship
SUN 16th 2.30pm  Christmas Carol Ce lebration
TUE 25th 10.30am CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE 
And for both months
Every TUE 10.30am Open Morning (please phone)
                11.00am         Sheffield Lunch Club at the Village Hall
                7.00pm           Tuesday C lub at Winklebury
Every WED 2.00pm           Kurling at Ridgeway Centre, Buckskin 
Telephone Contact:-
Rev Chris Russe ll 01276 21469 GeofF Belsham 01256 882534
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“Toddler Time” 0 to 5’s
          At St Leonard’s Church, Sherfield on Loddon

on Wednesday November 28th 2007
4.00-4.20pm

Nursery Rhymes, Story, Prayer.
Healthy refreshments for the toddlers.
Meet on the red carpet in church.
All welcome!  Contact Revd Bob Poli tt                                    
for information. 01256 882209

cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

St. Leonard’s Church 
OPEN to VIEW

 St. Leonard’s Church is open to the 
public on selected Saturdays each 
month, when volunteers will be in     
attendance to greet you at the 

church.  Everyone is welcome to visit 
for quiet reflection, a prayer, to study 

the architecture or to view the 
church with a wedding in mind. 

Open on the following Saturdays.
November 10th and 24th 2007

from 10am to 4 pm.  
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Wedding

  Sharon ARMOUR      06.10.07                   Sherfield
  & Michael RENDALL

Funerals
  David PRICE           03.10.07         Sherfield       
  Noel TOAL           05.10.07         Sherfield
  Alan MAYNARD 16.10.07         Sherfield

      Ladies, a date for your diary:

      Women’s Breakfast
              at

Lawn Farmhouse, Stratfield Turgis
Saturday 17th November  8.30-10.00am

‘Facing Life’s Storms’
with

Hazel Marchment

Book your breakfast with Rody Politt 882209
or Gill Williams 882705
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From Psa lm 46 : 9 & 10

The Lord makes wars cease to the ends of the earth; he breaks the 
bow and shatters the spear, he burns the shie lds with fire.  "Be still, 
and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nat ions, I will 
be exalted in the earth."  

Lord Jesus, hear us now as we pray for the v ictims of war, those who 
bears the scars of  conflict - the injured, the maimed and the mentally 
distressed. Be with the homeless and refugees, with those who have 
lost their livelihoods and st ill live in fear for the ir lives each day. 
Lord we pray that you give wisdom to a ll who work for peace,     
courage to those striv ing to bring peace to war torn countries and  
strength to those who seek to break down the barr iers between   
peoples of  different races and different  faiths. 
Lord we pray for reconciliation and harmony  between the nat ions of  
the world and for leaders with vis ion to create a new and safer world 
for the future.   In Jesus name we pray.

Pray for our soldiers str iving to bring peace to Iraq and Afghanistan 
and for the ir families living with the da ily  uncertainties and anxieties 
of what  could happen.
Pray for those for whom this month brings back sad memories.
Give thanks for the teaching and encouragement of Revd. Steve Pittis 
given to those who have attended the “ Lost  for Words” course.
Pray for a ll who attend the course that they  may be inspired to speak 
of you to any  they meet.
Continue praying for the young couples who are sharing               
together the Marriage Preparation course. 
Pray for the Women’s Breakfast  on November 17th for                   
fellowship for a ll who attend and for Haze l Marchment  the          
speaker.
Pray for those who feel isolated and lonely as the darkness        
comes earlier each evening.
Pray for a ll who mourn that  they may receive the help,                
support  and encouragement they need.
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10.00am  Family Service Sunday 25th November
Each year at this service we invite you to donate toys, 
games or Christmas gifts for young people aged from
0 to 16 years. All the donations we receive are given to 
local children in need.
If you are donating used toys they must be in a ‘nearly 
new’ condition. Some people like to buy and donate new 
gifts and in the past some of these have been pre-
wrapped and labelled.  Because of Health and Safety   
legislation each gift now has to be checked and for this 
reason we have been asked to leave gifts unwrapped. If 
you would like to donate gift wrapping with a gift, it will be 
wrapped in time for Christmas.
If you have large items e.g. a bike that you would like    
collected please contact me and if you miss the service 
and have good toys to pass on please let me know.
With thanks for all your support.           Revd.  Bob Politt

St Leonard is put behind bars!
The statue of St Leonard, over the main door of         
St Leonard’s church, is suffering damage from nesting 
Jackdaws. ‘Invisible’ mesh was fixed over the statue 
earlier this year to prevent further damage but the jackdaws dug 
their way through to be with their favourite saint. The PCC at          
St Leonard’s have accepted their architect’s recommendation to 
place a temporary wire cage over the saint  in order to break the 
nesting cycle of his feathery friends and prevent further damage. 
We expect the cage to be in place for two nesting seasons.            
St Leonard, as you will no doubt be aware, is the patron saint         
of prisoners!

                 Revd. Bob Politt



Editorial by Brian Archer

Please Note
The Commi ttee cannot be he ld responsi ble for the re liability or quality of any work 
or service provided by advertisers.  
The Management Committee of the Loddon Valley Link cannot accept: 
i  Any item received anonymously.  Please supply your na me and address with    

material you wish to be considered for publication.

i Announcements, invitations or advertisements cannot be accepted from a third 
party. A responsible person, directly involved, must submi t the item.
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It’s November already and here we are     
thinking about the run up to Christmas with 
the shops giving the lead as usual.  But we 
are not there yet and there are plenty of      
village activities to wet the appetite.

POST OFFICE AVOIDS THE CHOP
Those who regularly use the Sherfield-on-Loddon Post Office will 
have been pleased - and relieved - to see that it has managed to 
avoided  closure.  Our Post Office is an important amenity for all of 
us and, thanks to those who supported the campaign to retain it, 
we seem to have won the battle.  Some sixty or so Post Offices 
have now been closed in Hampshire.  Graham and Sally are        
relieved not to have been included - and so are we!
DOGS ON THE GREEN
I have received a number of complaints about dog mess on the  
Village Green with a request to remind dog owners to clear up   
their dog’s mess and place it in the bins provided.  I am sure this 
complaint only applies to a few people, and that everyone will play 
their part in keeping our village green ‘mess-free’.
REMEMBRANCE
We are expecting a good turn out, as usual, for the Remembrance 
Day Services.  Sherfield residents are reminded that there is not a 
service at St. Leonard’s, but at the War Memorial instead.  Also 
that the Old Reading Road will be closed during the service.
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WELLINGTON 
FARM SHOP

Your Farm Shop Christmas
Join us at 6 pm on 15th December, 2007

E-mail: info@wellington-fram-shop.co.uk
www.wellington-farm-shop.co.uk

SHERFIELD-ON-LODDON PARISH COUNCIL

VACANCY FOR CLERK
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Applications are invited for the post of Clerk to the Parish Council.  

The post-holder will be required to work from home for 20 hours 
per week and hours will include some evening meetings. 

For a full job description and person specification, or for        
informal advice about the post, please contact                     

Lucy Marshall on 01256 881742.                      

Closing date:  Friday 9th November.

www.wellington


Firstly, the good new s is that by the time you read this, both the halls 
w ill be fully functioning again.  Work has been carried out to f lush  
out the petrol and the w ater has passed the safety test.  Thanks to 
everyone for their understanding during the last three months,      
especially our tenants in the cottage and our caretaker Jan and   
husband Alan w ho have had to endure no running w ater or         
heating dur ing this time.

We look forw ard to w elcoming back all our regulars and taking  
bookings for private events.  The PoSH Coffee Morning w ill             
re-commence on Saturday 10th November at 10.30 a.m. in the   
Garden Room.  Even if you are not a member, please do come 
along!

Our fund-raising evening at Chineham Village Hall on 6th October 
w as a huge success.  ‘Dinner at Mirandolina’s Inn’ w as an amazing 
production.  It  is a full bodied romantic comedy w ritten, directed and 
produced by Sussex based actor Christopher Ettr idge w ho is best 
know n for his role in BBC’s ‘Goodnight Sw eetheart’.  A 27 Theatre 
Company performed brilliantly and the actors w ere extremely w ell 
cast in the play set in 1950s Italy in an inn just outside Florence.  
Live music accompanied the play w hich greatly added to the       
w onderful atmosphere.  

Everything apart from the play w as organised by Natalie Larner,   
assisted by a great team of helpers – thanks to them all!  A           
reasonable profit w as made w hich has helped boost fund-raising for 
our village hall during these diff icult times.  Thanks to everyone w ho 
supported us.

Please remember to put these dates in your diaries !

Barn Dance – Saturday 26th January 2008

‘From Ber lin to Broadw ay’, an evening of mus ic from the show s w ith  
cabaret artists Shoo Shoo Baby – Saturday 8th March 2008

VILLAGE HALL      
MATTERS!
Reported by Gill Fearon
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REMEMBRANCE AT SHERFIELD
A Service of Remembrance will take place at the War Memorial 
in Sherfield-on-Loddon on 11th November 
2007.  Assemble for a 10.45am start.
Members of St. Leonard’s Church are        
reminded that there will not be a service at 
the church on Remembrance Day.

“At the going down of the sun and in the      
morning we will remember them”

Stratfield 
War 

Memorial
Service

10.45am
11th

November 
2007

REMEMBER THEM

ROYAL BRITISH     
LEGION PARADE

Sunday                   
11th November 2007 

at the
Stratfield Saye         

Remembrance Day 
Service.

Assemble at 10.45am 
outside St. Mary’s 

Church.
After the service,  

members and their 
families are invited to a 

buffet lunch at the 
Bramley Clubhouse.

Eric Ward
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‘Carousel’ will be the f irst musica l to be performed at the Haymarket  
since the theatre closed in January 2007.  BATS will a lso work with a 
new director, Andy Reiss, who was the resident  director for the first 
nationa l tour of ‘Les Misérables’.  Andy is also no stranger to     
Basingstoke, having previously  performed at the Anvil in the ‘Beyond 
the Barricade ’ tour.

Created by one of musica l theatre’s legendary  
partnerships, Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
‘Carousel’ presents a dramatic story line and 
beautiful score that never fa ils to stir the       
emotions.  Set in New England, USA, fairground 
worker Billy Bigelow meets the innocent  Julie    
Jordan.  Their mutua l attract ion eventua lly      
develops into a powerful love, which is tragica lly 
cut short as Billy, in a desperate attempt to find 
money  to support the ir unborn child, is tempted 
into an ill-fated robbery.  Upon enter ing Heaven, 
Billy is given a chance to revisit  his life and make 
amends…

From the rousing , to the emot ional 
and , plus lusty chorus numbers such    

as , the show contains some beautiful 
melodies that  will inspire you, make you laugh and move you to tears.

Twelve performances of ‘Carousel’ run from Wed 14 – Sat  24       
November 2007 and include two Saturday mat inées.  Tickets       
range from £10 - £17.   Discounts for senior citizens and full-t ime    
students are ava ilable on se lected performances.  Groups - buy  10   
get 1 free and f ixed price of  £10 for children aged 12 and under. For 
further deta ils contact  the Box  Office on 01256 844244 or vis it 
www.bats.net.

Basingstoke Amateur Theatrical Society (BATS) will return 
to the re-opened Haymarket Theatre to perform Rodgers 

and Hammerstein’s ‘Carousel’ from 14th – 24th November 

www.bats.net
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SHERFIELD VILLAGE HALL
Good news for all who use the Sherfield Village Hall. 
Very soon it will again be available for functions, clubs 
and the numerous activities with which the village is 
involved.  It’s business as usual!  
If you belong to a club or organisation that uses the 
Village Hall, do check with your club secretary to see 
when you will be moving back to your old venue.

RNLI.  The Mortimer & District Branch 
are holding their Annual Christmas Fair 
at St. John's Hall, Mortimer, on          
Saturday 17th November, 10.00am to 
3.30pm. Admission is free.

They do however depend on donations of seasonal foods, 
cakes, preserves, Christmas tree decorations, childrens' toys 
and games, fashion accessories, jewellery, pictures, china, 
glass and collectables (but not bric a brac, please), all of which 
must be of good saleable quality. 
Last year’s event raised £2022 for the Lifeboats.  If you have 
any of the above items which you would like to donate, please 
telephone one of the following numbers as soon as possible.
01256 881540   :   01189 883425   :   01189 761395  :   
01189 333741  

Should you wish to purchase RNLI Christmas Cards, they 
will be on sale at the Christmas Fair but you may also purchase 
them through Jack Shovel, Tadley, who runs an RNLI Christmas 
card ordering service. 

For more information please contact Jack on 01189 700992
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    WAR TIME MEMORIES OF BURMA 
by Win Bruce and Harry Moore

The last Friday in the month is when the Loddon Link is collated, 
stapled, folded and assembled by a willing group of volunteers, 
for the delivery teams to distribute throughout the villages. It is 
also a time for plenty of conversation over a cup of tea. It was 
during one of these conversations that Harry Moore and Win 
Bruce discovered that they had both been in Burma during the 
Second World War.  Whilst Harry was in the Army, Win was in 
the RAF but they found that they had both served in the same 
areas in Burma.
Harry, after serving for two years in the Home Guard from the 
age of 16, volunteered to join the Royal Navy, but  his call up   

papers at  the age of 18 directed him to 
Scotland for infantry  training and then to 
Catterick Camp Yorkshire for training as a 
wireless operator before being posted 
overseas.  He found him self in a troopship 
and  eventually arrived in Bombay  India. 
Harry recalls how shocked he was by the 
most primitive conditions he saw and the 
malnourished families who were living in 
poverty.  So many had only a stretch of 
pavement or railway station platform to call 

home, and this is what would be handed down to their children. 
From Bombay Harry travelled  across India by train to Calcutta. 
He was billeted on the racecourse awaiting transit to Burma and 
it was there that he shared a Nissan hut with survivors from the 
Japanese Prison Camps just liberated.  It was a very moving   
experience seeing the condition both mentally and physically of 
these men, and was something Harry would never forget.    
These men had endured the horrors of imprisonment under the 
most degrading and bestial conditions and were now awaiting 
transport home.
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Harry then had a very treacherous voyage from Calcutta to     
Rangoon in a very old ship with accommodation in water filled 
holds and rancid food. In crossing the Bay of Bengal the ship was 
hit by a tornado with mountainous seas. The voyage that  should 
have taken four days lasted for eight!
Harry served with units of the British and Indian armies and with 
the Gurkha and Assam Rifles in Myingyan and Meiktila. With the 
Japanese Army now retreating southwards in Burma he served in 
jungle operations to clear areas held by Japanese Units reluctant 
to surrender.  The conditions in these areas were atrocious and 
everyone was mindful of the fantastic bravery of the men of the 
14th Army who had fought from Assam to Rangoon in defeating 
the Japanese.
Win Bruce was conscripted at the age of 18 
and served in the RAF where, with typical   
Services wisdom, his accountancy background 
was utilized by being trained to work on aircraft 
as ground staff and posted to Halifax Bomber 
squadrons in Yorkshire.
In 1943 he was posted overseas to the Far 
East, again like Harry by troopship to Bombay 
and then by train to Calcutta and by  road to 
Imphal, traveling several hundred miles by lorry to Wangjing, a 
jungle strip previously occupied by the Japanese Air Force.  He 
joined No. 79 Squadron equipped with American Thunderbolt 
fighter bombers which were flying during daylight hours strafing 
the Japanese as they were retreat ing southwards in Burma,     
pursued by the 14th Army.  
In April 1944 the squadron moved south to Myingyan - a malaria 
infested jungle strip just taken from the Japanese - an area with 
contaminated water from dirty jungle ponds. The squadron was 
undertaking long range bombing sorties and supporting the 14th 
Army who were pursuing the Japanese.
Win Bruce was flown out to Calcutta suffering from Malaria and 
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Yellow Jaundice and then to Darjeeling on sick leave before   
catching up with his Squadron back in Burma at Meiktila. This    
was a slightly better than Myingyan but still very contaminated.   
The aircraft were flying maximum hours as the Japanese were 
trapped in the Sittang, probably the last major battle in Burma.
The war in the Far East was over on the 15th of August 1945 with    
the surrender by the Japanese High Command in Singapore, but 
79 Squadron completed their last sortie on the 20th August 1945 
on units refusing to surrender.

Win then joined 211 Squadron, a Mosquito photo-reconnaissance 
unit and had a "Cooks" tour of Singapore, then on to Saigon, at that 
time in French Indo-China. This was followed by a transfer to  
Bangkok in what was then Siam. Win’s D.C.3 Dakota aircraft had 
an engine  failure on the way and crash-landed in Battenbang in 
Cambodia. The eventual  transfer to Bangkok was completed by 
train. Much safer this time! Finally he arrived back in Singapore  
before being demobbed in March 1947 on returning to the U.K.

By contrast to his RAF service in Burma, Win was in charge of a 
construction project in Burma in the 1980's building a Refrigerated  
Cold Store in the Arakan and on many visits was able to see    
Rangoon and other areas he had been in during the war. He also 
visited the British Forces Cemetery in Rangoon, again a very   
moving experience.

On these visits he stayed at the Inya Lake Hotel, Rangoon, in the 
same area as the Lakeside home of Aung Sau Suu Kyi known as 
"The Lady" who is now under house arrest. We at St Leonard’s 
have included her in our prayers for her suffering in the hands of 
the oppressive junta in Burma who, at the present time are causing 
increasing violence and hardship throughout the country.

It is now over sixty years since Harry and Win were in Burma but 
they still reflect on memories of those days when assembling the 
Loddon Link in the Village Hall, although not surprisingly, like      
the proverbial fisherman’s tales, sometimes the past is a little     
embellished, but then, such is life and it all makes for an enjoyable 
few hours in excellent company.
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     SHERFIELD PARK COMM UNITY ASSOCIATION

   A view from Sherfield Park                                                             

                       By David Leivesley
                       
                            Sherfield Park resident

       Member of Sherfield Park Community            
Centre Committee

Those of you who remember Taylor’s Farm will, I am sure, be     
surprised and I hope pleased at the development by Croudace 
Homes of the community of Sherfield Park. The company has    
over 50 years experience of building homes in the south east of 
England.  Sherfield Park is located within the Parish of Sherfield-
on-Loddon and lies between the A33 and Cufaude Lane.
Construction on the site began in February 2003 following almost 
six years of negotiation and preparation. To date, some 250 homes 
have been completed with a resident population today in the region 
of 550.  Construction is expected to continue over the next seven 
years during which time Sherfield Park will grow to a community of 
approximately 1000 homes with an expected population of some 
2500. 

During 2007 we have seen the introduction of a regular bus service  
providing residents with a direct service to both Bramley and           
Basingstoke via Chineham (Tesco) and Sherfield-on-Loddon      
village.  To reflect the strong commitment to the environment we 
have recently seen completion of a Bat House designed to provide 
residence for the various species of Bats including the long-eared 
Bat, which live in and around the development. We have also seen 
the introduction of a number of Neighbourhood Watch Schemes.
Following a public meeting in September 2006 the committee of 
the newly formed Sherfield Park Community Association (SPCA) 
was elected. The primary objective of the SPCA is to bring together 
the inhabitants of Sherfield Park and the neighbourhood with the 
local authorities, voluntary and other organisations in a common 
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effort to advance education and provide facilities in the interests of     
social  welfare for recreation and leisure time occupation;  with the 
object of improving the quality of life for the inhabitants of Sherfield 
Park. This objective to be achieved by establishing a Community 
Centre and by managing and maintaining it.
In recent months the Association committee has pressed success-
fully for the installation of a post box, street refuse bins and a  
community notice board, all of which we expect to be in place in 
the near future. We are also very pleased that our Association has 
recently been awarded Charity status. Unfortunately, construction 
of the  community centre incorporating sports facilities and retail 
outlets has been delayed pending the outcome of discussions be-
tween Croudace Homes and B&DBC regarding the provision of a 
road though the  development. The results of a petition organised 
by the Association committee and submitted to B&DBC showed an 
overwhelming majority of residents opposed the inclusion of such 
a through road.  We are strongly urging both parties to incorporate 
the wishes of the residents and the SPCA on this issue and reach 
a satisfactory resolution as soon as possible.
 As the number of residents on Sherfield Park continues to grow 
we are planning to increase our fund raising and social events   
activities for 2007 and 2008. As a result, we are now looking for 
willing volunteers to help us to run and grow the Community      
Association. In particular, we are look ing for a committee secretary 
to take minutes of meetings and handle correspondence. If you 
are interested in helping your Association in any way please   
contact me on 01256 882938 or email dj.leivesley@virgin.net
or alternatively contact us on sherfieldpark@btinternet.com.
I look forward to providing you with another………. View from 
Sherfield Park in the not to distant future. 
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A New Website for Walkers in Hampshire
Walking in Hampshire is a hobby of mine (this is not a commercial website). 
My ai m is to give people all the information they need to 
get out and walking in this beautiful county.
John Harris, www.walkinginhants.co.uk  01920 822887

There’s no doubt about it, walking is good for 
you. It’s good for your heart, it’s good for your 
lungs, it’s good for the muscle and bone 
growth of your children and it’s good for your 
feeling of wellbeing! Strong scientific evidence 
now supports the many benefits to health of 
regular walking – it is recommended that we 
take at least 10,000 steps a day.
Studies show that walking can:
i Reduce the risk of coronary heart disease and stroke
i Lower blood pressure
i Reduce high cholesterol and improve blood lipid profile
i Reduce body fat
i Enhance mental well being
i Increase bone density, hence helping to prevent 

   osteoporosis
i Reduce the risk of cancer of the colon
i Reduce the risk of non insulin dependant diabetes
i Help to control body weight
i Reduce the risk of osteoarthritis
Walking offers a great way to help kids get the active habit. If 
parents express excitement about the prospect of a walk in the 
countryside, they are more likely to transmit this feeling to their 
children. It’s important to treat the walk as an exploration or   
adventure and to go at the child’s pace, no  matter how often 
they want to stop and look at things; take treats to eat and 
plenty to drink; and head for some landmark that will appeal to 
them such as a castle, a playground, an ice cream van or a 
boating pond. If children experience walking as part of a fun  

www.walkinginhants.co.uk
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activity they are more likely to want to go again.
So, how do you find out what is on offer? John Harris, a keen 
walker, got fed up with the lack of information on walks that 
were going on in the County. So, he decided that if he couldn’t 
find what he was looking for – he had better create it! So 
www.walkinginhants.co.uk  came into being. 
www.walkinginhants.co.uk gives you all the information you 
need for the best walking in the County: 
i Guided walks: Local groups who offer guided walks are 

listed together with links to their web-sites.
i Books of walks: There are over 50 books of walks for the 

County. All the details are there.
i Leaflets of walks: Over ninety leaflets are produced 

around the County, you can download them easily from 
the site.

i Walking groups: Every walking group in the County is 
listed.

There are also links so that you can check: the weather for 
your walk, links to other useful sites, how to get to your walk by 
public transport – and more is being added all the time.

www.walkinginhants.co.uk
www.walkinginhants.co.uk
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Bramley & Romans Floral Society

CHRISTMAS DEMONSTRATION
By the well-known area demonstrator

GRAHAM KING
Plus Supper

Bramley Village Hall on Friday 7th December at 7.30pm
Phone: 01256 881420 for tickets

Members: £5 Guests: £8
cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

St Michael’s Hospice Collection
Mary O’Connor thanks the residents of Sherfield for their       
generous donations at the door-to-door collections for the               
St Michael’s Hospice charity appeal which took place during   
August.  Also, many thanks to Jeanette and Doreen for their 
help.  The figure collected was £912.68.

CONCERT – ST John’s Church, Hook
Saturday 17th November 7.30pm
Soloists from Trinity College, London together with organist 

Philip Aspden from Reading will be joining Hook Choral Society 
in their Autumn concert under the direction of 
Nichola Woods.  Three contrasting works will 
be performed:  Pergolesi’s Magnificat,         
Duruflé’s Requiem and Bach’s Cantata 140 
‘Wachet Auf’ also known as Sleepers 
Awake.
Tickets are £10.00 (£5.00 for children 6-11) and will be        
available from Trees newsagents, Hook or by calling Helen 
01256 766522 and Jennie 01256 764627.
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featuring
The Hampshire County Youth Band
and
The Hampshire County Youth Choir

Saturday 1st December 2007
commencing at 7.00pm

The Aldworth Science College
Western Way, Basingstoke

Tickets
£8.00 plus Concessions
Available in advance from
Telephone No. 01256 324305
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Sherfield & District 
Gardening Club

Do you enjoy gardening?  Would you like to meet like minded 
people to swap ideas?

We are an informal club with members abilities ranging from little 
gardening experience to prize winners and everyone in between!  We 
plan to have a varied programme including talks from experts and 

garden visits. Discount for members at Whitewater Nursery, Heckfield 
and from Thompson and Morgan seed catalogues.

Next Meeting: 

19th November - Patricia Elkington Humour in the Garden

17th December - Christmas Party

For more details contact Linda on 882341

SHERFIELD SHOW
The Sherfield Show was a great success with many exhibitors 
showing their skill and dedication in growing and displaying 
their flowers, vegetables and works of art.  The attendance by 
members of the public demonstrated how far this annual event 
has come, now an established & popular mirror of village life.  
Brian Raisborough sends his sincere thanks to all involved in 
making the event such a success.
ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

AGM of the Village Hall Committee.  
Wednesday 21st November at 8 p.m. in the Liddell 

Hall.  Natalie Larner has the nomination forms



36

Talk To Someone

The criminals who burgle houses by distracting their victims and 
the rogue traders who trick their victims into paying large sums 
for shoddy - and sometimes unneeded - work, are not brought to 
justice quickly because the police have not got the information 
they need.
These crimes are not reported because some people are         
embarrassed at having been conned; some fear their children   
will find out; others that being a victim might threaten their      
independence, while some do not like to trouble the police as 
they feel guilty themselves. 
Others are daunted by the process of formal interviews and court 
appearances and write it off to experience. All of them have let 
the criminal go free to target someone else.
Crimestoppers provides the means to pass on information 
about any crime without comeback or complication. You do not 
have to leave your name. The number is free, so the call is      
neither charged nor billed, nor is it recorded. The call centre is 
manned all day and all night.  Information about the criminals is 
then passed to Hampshire Constabulary's Force Intelligence     
Bureau where it might be a crucial missing piece of the jigsaw or 
start a whole new puzzle. The sooner it is done the better and the 
fuller the information the more use it will be. Many gangs blitz an 
area and then disappear.
Victims are sold on as s̀oft touches' to other    
criminals and get targeted again.  Many rogue   
traders are linked. They may look like different   
companies but are often other -family members.    
So whether or not you are a victim yourself, if you 
know something about doorstep crime , tell us on 0800 555 111
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The Women’s Institute            
Reported by Ilene Iles

As Tess Morris our Acting President was on holiday, Sylvia   
Reynolds conducted the Meeting, welcomed everyone and 
pointed out the Fire Exits. The Meeting started with the singing 
of Jerusalem, unaccompanied, as Peggy Willson was not present 
having recently had an operation. Apologies were taken, the 
Minutes of the September Meeting read and signed as a true 
record. The business Meeting then proceeded. 

Dee Bulpitt, standing in for Val Denny who has recently had an 
eye operation, went through the correspondence and reminded 
us of the events coming up in the near future that required 
names and numbers or forms to be completed. Margaret Lee 
gave the Treasurer's Report and confirmed that the Books had 
been sent to the Auditor and would be ready for our Annual 
Meeting in November. 

Dee advised us that Val has booked seats for "The Wizard of 
Oz" at the Haymarket on Saturday 15th December and names, 
numbers and payment must be made by the November     
meeting.  Val has booked tickets for Saturday 9thFebruary 2008 
for "Cyrano de Bergerac" too, also at the Haymarket. Birthday 
cards were distributed and Dee asked those taking  part in the 
monthly walk to be at the car park at 11 a.m. for a Rotherwick 
walk.  She mentioned that the grass would be wet but not 
muddy. Everyone present was given a paper with the two   
resolutions we have been asked to consider and vote upon. It 
was a unanimous decision of those present to vote in favour of 
both Resolutions and this information would be passed on.
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The Business Meeting was followed by an interesting talk    
entitled "Local Clocks and Clockmakers" by Mr Mark Forrester. 
He started by saying that time was not measured in ages gone 
by. The Greeks and Egyptians began with the sundial which 
was not much use in cloudy weather or when it was dark. As 
the world became more civilised there was more need for time 
to be measured and the first clocks were made in about 1200. 
They were used in monasteries and did not have a face but 
sounded a bell.  It wasn't until 1656 when the pendulum was 
developed by a Dutch Scientist/Philosopher that clocks        
became domestic items, but only for the rich and they were 
regarded as toys. Gradually, as they became more common 
they came within reach of ordinary folk and were needed   
during the Industrial Revolution in the 1780's for work in the 
factories. 

Sadly by the 1840's there was a complete decline in our  
clock-making industries due to the influx of American and 
French spring clocks and our clockmakers turned into clock 
menders from the 1880's onwards.  Mr Forrester said that 
every sizeable village had a clockmaker and the first in      
Basingstoke was a William Hawkins from London.  He showed 
us examples of clocks from his collection.

Tea and biscuits followed and the Raffle was drawn.

Our next Meeting will be on Wednesday, 7th   November 2007 
in Breach Lane Chapel. The Meeting will be our Annual 
Meeting and Sylvia reminded everyone that nominations were 
required for the Committee.



Reported by Gill Fearon
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Our recent meeting was an open one held in Breach Lane 
Chapel and nearly 40 people attended.   Our speaker was 
Geoff Twine, a bomb disposal expert, who was in the RAF   
for 25 years.  Geoff spoke about one of the major projects he 
directed in the 1960s and 70s.  This was the bomb clearance 
at Llanberis in North Wales.  It was the longest post war 
clearance operation and also the biggest.  It took place in  
disused slate quarries which had been used as a storage  
depot during the Second World War.  
Geoff described the scale of the area involved and the   
painstaking job of clearing everything by hand, which he    
illustrated with slides.  The team had to have rock climbing 
training in order to scale the vast sides of the quarries and 
pick devices off the ledges.  There were massive galleries in 
which an entire train could be brought to unload or load the 
explosives.  
In 1942 part of the roof of one of the galleries collapsed  
burying the train with 8,000 tons of bombs.  Huge pits filled 
with water had to be drained in order to reach dumped      
munitions at the bottom which had rusted, but were still a 
danger.  The operation was deemed a success and no-one 
was killed.   We thoroughly enjoyed Geoff’s talk.
Our next meeting will be a Games Evening – no, nothing 
strenuous!  Just one or two good old fashioned board games 
which will probably be played in teams to make it more fun!
To find out more about NWR, please give me a ring on 
882106.  We welcome new members – you can come    
along to some of our meetings to see what we do, with no 
obligation!
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Friday November 23rd 2007 at 7.30pm
Friday November 24th 2007 at 7.30pm

at Sherfield School, Sherfield-on-Loddon

Tickets £8
Doors open at 7.00pm

Call Box Office on
01256 882426
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CLUES DOWN;
1. SOME  OF THE  CO MMANDMEN TS WE RE          
WRITTEN ON ONE (6,2,5)
2.  TEACHE R (5)
3.  A SAINT HA S ONE (4)
4.  ON WHICH DAY WAS THE CHILD BORN ’FAIR O F 

FACE ’ (6)
5.  BIBLI CAL CHA RA CTER (4)
6.  COPY (7)
7.  TRADITIONALLY A TIME  FO R CHU RCH (6,7)
13.  SIX DOWN (3)
14.  APPROPRIATE (3)
15.  PRAISE IN CHURCH (7)
17.  OF THE  TIME BEFO RE EA STER (6)
21. EXCU SE (5)
22. GODDESS (4)
23. THIS CRO SSWO RD IS O N ONE (4)

CLUES ACROSS:
1.  TRADITIONAL JEWI SH TEACHING (5)  
4.  FOLLOWE RS O F I SLAM (7)
8.  BIBLI CAL CITY (7)
9.  ASSOCIATION (5)
10.  PREPARE FOR PUBLICATION (4)
11.  NON-CLE RIC (3)
12.  DITCH (2-2)
15. CRIED (4)
16. PART O F CHU RCH (4)
18. PAINFUL (4)
19. --- COMMAND MENT S (3)
20. BLOND (4)
24. COLOU R (5)
25. ENDS O F THE LINE S (7)
26. MAKE CLEAR (7)
27. CEA SING TO EXIST  (5)

AN SW ERS TO CROSSW ORD 56  

ACROSS; 1. MART HA 4.JONAH 8.D EBA R 9. SCHOOL S 10.A CCEDED 11.NINE 12.EAT 14. SA RA 15.HEA R 
18.SIN 21.REAL 23 .ODDMENT 25.JEHOVAH 26 .ENTER 27.NADIR 28.AST RAY

DOWN;1.MEDIAL 2 .RE BECCA 3.HE RODIAS 4.JOHN 5.NAO MI 6.HA STEN 7.A SIDE 13.THADDEU S 
16.ABETTO R 17.T ROJAN 1 9.NOAHS 20. STURDY 2 2.ACHED 24.AVE R
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Loddon Valley Link Management Committee

Secretary:                              Esme Ward
                28 Pound Meadow ,  

                                                Sherf ield on Loddon, 
                                                Hook RG27 OEP  
                                                Tel. 01256 880503

         email: geoc.w ard@btinternet.com

Chairman:                              Dr. Donald Dawson    Tel. 882379
                                        email: dgdaw son@sherfield.plus.com
Deputy Chairman:                 Revd. Bob Politt         Tel. 882209
                                        email : bobpolitt@btinternet.com
Hartley Representative:        Dr. John Williams      Tel. 882705
                                        email : law nfarm@aol.com
Sherfield Park Rep:               Mr Chris Wright   Tel: 880436
                                email: chrisw right@dartw ood.w anadoo.co.uk
Stratfield Representative:     Mr. Eric Price             Tel: 881402
Committee Member:              Claire Osborne          Tel: 324458
                                       email: guyclaire@ukonline.co.uk

Editor for February 08   Sheena Archer 
                                      1, Orchard Lea

                                                  Sherfield on Loddon, 
                                                  Hook RG27 0ES
                                                  Tel: 01256 882099
                                              email: sheenaarcher@btinternet.com

Editor for the Dec/Jan 07          Brian Archer              
Double  Edition                1, Orchard Lea
                         Hook  RG27 0ES

        Tel. 01256 882099 
    email:  brianarcher@btinternet.com
                                                

NB. The final date for
items for Dec/Jan is  
Wednesday 14th Nov:

         Winston Bruce
         18 Longbr idge Close
         Sherfield on Loddon                                                                                                    
         Hook.  RG27 0DQ
         Tel. 01256 883277
      email: w in.bruce@tiscali.co.uk

Advertising:
Please call Winston 
for all advertising              
enquiries. Final small 
ads. for Dec/Jan,  by 
Sat.10th November.
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CHURCH OFFICERS
Rector:        Reverend Bob Politt, 
                             33 Northfield Road ,                       
                             Sherfield on Loddon. RG27 0DR

       Tel. 01256-882209
                    Kindly note the Rector’s  day off is Thursday.

Readers:         Mr. Richard Elphick    Tel. 01256-882860
        Dr. John Williams    Tel. 01256-882705

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, SHERFIELD ON LODDON
Churchwardens: Mrs. Gill Austin              Tel. 01256-882364

        Mr. Peter Gould    Tel. 01256-882538

Treasurer:        Mr. Stephen Hemmings  Tel.01256-882523

Organists:         Mr. Mike Abrams           Tel. 01256-881188
        Mr. Brian Archer            Tel. 01256-882099
        Mrs. Peggy Willson    Tel. 01256-880503

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE
Churchwarden:   Mr. Roy Best              Tel. 01189-882422

Treasurer:         Mr Robert Craig            Tel: 01256-882253

Organist:         Mrs. Fran Oliver    Tel. 01189-268364 

ST.MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL
Churchwardens: Mr Pip Iles              Tel. 01256-880559                                                                                      
                              Dr. John Williams         Tel. 01256-882705

Treasurer:         Mr. Michael Webster     Tel. 01256-882413

Organist:         Dr. Gill Williams    Tel. 01256-882705


