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BENEFICE WORSHIP - JULY 2007
Sunday 1st July Trinity 4
10.00am   Holy Communion  St Leonard’s Sherfield
10.00am   Family Service           St Mary Stratfield Saye*
  6.30pm  Evensong & Communion  St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
Sunday 8th July Trinity 5
10.00am   Morning Worship St Leonard’s Sherfield
  and Sunday Club at St Leonard’s Church
11.15am   Holy Communion (BCP)    St Mary’s Stratfield Saye*

This will be a short 30 minute service to allow the 
congregation to join the Walk in the Park at 12.00am

Sunday 15th July Trinity 6
10.00am   Holy Communion  St Leonard’s Sherfield

and Sunday Club at St Leonard’s Church
  6.30pm  Evensong         St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
Sunday 22th July Trinity 7
  8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP)   St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
10.00am   Family Service                       St Leonard’s Sherfield
11.15am   Matins           St Mary Stratfield Saye*

 Wednesday 25th July
   4.00-4.20pm   Toddler Service St Leonard’s Sherfield
Sunday 29th July Trinity 8
10.00am   Benefice Communion St Leonard’s Sherfield

Sunday 5th August Trinity 9
10.00am   Holy Communion  St Leonard’s Sherfield
10.00am   Family Service           St Mary Stratfield Saye*
  6.30pm   Evensong & Communion    St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

* Drive up to the white gates, which open automatically
   BCP = Book of Common Prayer
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Finding your Comfort Zone
Some of you will have heard the quip, “The church is near but the 
path is icy; the pub is far but we’ll walk carefully.” Churches and 
pubs have a lot in common: clients, opening times, ‘landlords’ and  
they offer hospita lity and an ‘elixir of life.’

Serious ly though, they are both about community and 
people. Some people, of course, wouldn’t ever want 
to go to a church and vice versa. It all depends upon 
where you feel comfortable. Some find it hard to go 

into any public place, not because they are antisocial 
but because they don’t feel comfortable with people. 

Perhaps this is why TV Soaps are so popular. Through them you 
can enter into a social group without feeling threatened or having 
demands placed upon you. 
Some people are very uncomfortable when people like me start to 
talk about Jesus, and I can understand this because I felt exactly 
the same way before I became a Christian. Now, when I read the  
Bible I’m fascinated by the person of Jesus. When the Gospels  
were written his name wasn’t unique but he was. In his day many 
people had given up on the ‘religious lot’ but in Jesus they found 
someone different. He had a sense of humour, he drank wine, en-
joyed food, mixed with men and women of all classes, even those 
of ill repute, he was approachable, certainly not a figure carved in 
wood on a cross or painted onto a stained glass window.
He was a really good guy and it was obvious that many people 
loved him, and yet they were puzzled how he could be so in love 
with God without being ‘religious’. For the spiritually hungry, the 
broken hearted and needy he didn’t seem to threaten their comfort 
zone but, when invited, he did enter their discomfort zones and 
showed them the way out, even if the path was icy! 
The good news is he’s doing the same today.

Christian greetings,
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For Roman Catholic Services please contact      
Father Vincent Harvey 01256 465214



Text for the Month

Psalm 46 : 1 0 & 11
"Be  st ill,  and know t hat I  am God;  I will be  exalted a mong the  nat ions, I 
will be exalted in the earth." The  LOR D Almighty is with us; the God of 
Jacob is our fortress.    The NIV Bible

Prayer for the Month

Lord God, you are  a God of  po wer, mighty and mysterious, you are   
sovereign over  all.   We  thank yo u a lso  that  you are a God  of pea ce, a 
God whom we can meet in st illness and silence.  Teach us to ma ke  time 
and s pace  for you, to ref lect on your  goodness  and to understand what  
it is you wou ld say to us if only we would listen.  Help us to be a ware of 
your pre sence and teach us to  bring our  prayers to yo u each day telling 
you w hat is in o ur hearts but als o teach us to liste n, humbly attent ively 
and eagerly, knowing that you w ill respond t o o ur cry.  Be with us in the 
turmo il of life w ith  all its summer a ctiv it ies and amid  its noise and     
confusion, de mands  and res pons ibilit ies and he lp us  draw near to you  in 
quiet ness so that we  may hea r you r voice.  
Through Jesus Christ our  Lord.  Amen

Prayer Points for June

Give thanks for the success  of a ll the  village events of  the last mo nth 
and for  the joy of the fellowship expe rie nced  by a ll who attende d the m.

Pray for safe  jo urneys for  a ll who are travelling this  month.

Pray for our government  at th is time of change.

Pray for all the very many Scr ipture Un ion  and  other Christ ian  
camps for ch ildren  organ ised all over the country.  May  those 
who attend feel the touch  of your Holy Spirit.

Pray for an e nd  to the continuous v io lence  in the Middle East, 
especially in Gaza  and Iraq.

Pray that t he efforts of the recent  G8 s ummit will result  in relief of s ome 
of the famine a nd poverty in the t hir d wor ld.

Give thanks for the joy  of s ummertime. 4



Toddler Time 
At St Leonard’s Church, Sherfield on:
Wednesday 25th July 2007

4.00-4.20pm
Nursery Rhymes, Story, Prayer.

Healthy refreshments for the toddlers.
Meet on the red carpet in church.

All welcome!
Contact Revd Bob Politt for information.

01256 882209
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Confirmation Preparation Course—Autumn 2007
The Confirmation service gives adults the opportunity to confirm 
their faith after which the bishop prays for each person to be filled 
with God’s Holy Spir it as they begin their Christian journey.
The way I run the preparation course is as follows: we meet for an 
hour a week for six weeks looking at basic Christian belief.  The 
sessions are led by me in an informal and relaxed manner with the 
opportunity to contr ibute as people wish. At the end of the course 
people decide for themselves whether they feel ready to be  
confirmed or not.
There is nothing to write and you are not expected to 
learn anything from memory, neither is there an exam! 
If you are interested and would like to know more 
please have a chat with me.    

Revd Bob Politt  (01256 882209)

PARISH REGISTERS
Baptism

Skye WELLESLEY 2.06.07 Stratfield Saye



Dates for the next:
Men’s Breakfast—Saturday 29th September 07
Women’s Breakfast—Saturday 17th November 07

Please put these dates in your diary now.
The breakfast times are 8.30-10.00am

Venues to be announced.
Information from Rody & Bob Politt 882209

Lost For Words Course—Autumn 2007

Many people today are unfamiliar with the story of  
Christ and are strangers to Christianity It can no longer 
be 
assumed that we live in a Christian country for increas-
ingly our society is dominated by secular thinking and 
values, accompanied by the growth of  assertive Islam. 
As Christians we have a wonderful message of  hope to 
share with those around us and yet, for a variety of 
reasons, we may find it difficult to do so.
Lost For Words is a simple course which provides an 
opportunity for us as Christians to help each other 
discover obvious ways in which we can share our faith 
with those who want to know more about Christ.
The course will start on Thursday 13th September and 
will last for six weeks. We shall meet in the village hall at 
Stratfield Saye from 7.30-9.30 and the sessions will be 
lead by Revd Steve Pittis, responsible for Faith Develop-
ment within our Diocese.

More information available in our three churches.
Revd Bob Politt 8



Clay Pigeon Shoot

Thursday 2nd August 3.30pm

         Clappers Farm
As last year, the Happy Valley Clayshooting Club 

has agreed to hold a clayshoot to raise funds 
for St Mary’s Church, Stratfield Saye. 

The event will be hosted by Churchwarden Roy Best, 
at Clappers farm, Grazeley. 

There will be a BBQ, Tombola and Whiskey Raffle.  
Donations for the raffle and tombola will be gratefully received.  

Last year we raised nearly £1000.   
Again all monies will be used for the upkeep of the church.

Please contact Roy Best, on 01189882422, for further details. 
10
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Editorial by Claire Osborne
In spi te  of the  good old British wea ther,  the various 
June even ts in the vi llages wen t very well.   The Church 
Bar-B-Q was enjoy ed by over 80 p eople  this year  and 
the  Songs of Praise  on the Vi llage  Green  was again well  
atten de d, including visitors from Zimbabw e an d California.  The 
Women’s Breakfast was very  en joyable and the Sherfield Village 
Fete wa s also a g reat success this yea r too.  Read all a bout it on 
pages 22 and 23.   This month, the July magazine is as  packe d as the 
previous one with  lots of great even ts with worthy cause s to go  to -
enjoy!

This sa dly wi ll be  my last month as one of the E di tors of the Lo ddon 
Valley Link after 5 years of involvement.  Having now re tu rned to 
work part-time and expecting my third baby, I a m ta king a break  
from this ro le.  I have g reatly enjoyed being part of the  wonderful  
team of volunteers, w hose hard work an d efforts create  this great    
magazine ten months of the year.   If you are interested in getting 
involved with the magazine either as an Edito r ( training, help and 
support wi ll be given!) or  indeed a s a Printer, Colla to r o r Distributor,  
please do ge t in contact with any membe r of  the Manage men t         
Committee,  de tai ls on  page 45.

Sheena A rcher i s the E dito r for the Augu st/ Septembe r double   
i ssue, con tac t de tai ls  on page 45.  The  final date for i tems fo r this 
magazine is Monday 16th July.

   Plea se Note

i The Manage ment Co mmittee of the Loddon Link cannot accept for         
publication any item received anonymously.   P lease supply your na me and 
addre ss with  material you wish to be conside red for pub lication.

i Announce ment s, invitations o r advertise ment s cannot be accepted fro m  
third parties.  Only someone direc tly involved in the even t shou ld sub mit 
copy for consideration for publication.

i Please note t hat t he Co mmittee cannot b e held re sponsible for the        
reliability o r quality of any work or service provide d by advertise rs.   12
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St. Leonard’s Church 
Access

St. Leonard’s Church is open  for the 
public on the second and fourth   
Saturdays of each month, when     

volunte ers will be in a tten dance to 
greet you at the church.  

Everyone is we lcome to visit fo r quiet 
reflection, a prayer, to study the   

architecture o r to view the church 
with a wedding in mind. 

Saturday July 14th, 21st
& 28th from 10am to 4 pm.  

The New Forest & Hampshire County Show 
                                24th, 25th & 26th July
Don’t miss  this  great annual event with its unique New Forest setting. 
News hot off the press  – the David Beckham Interactive Football   
Academy will be there, so let all those budding football stars  know -
The Winches ter Village, hosting a champagne marquee as  its centre-
piece – A new Art Pavilion - and the main event is the return of the   
famous  King’s Troop Royal Horse Artillery in all its glory.

With woodland walks, countryside arena, kids  fun factory, local beer 
tents, crafts, animals  galore: you can eat, drink and shop ‘til you drop   
or jus t pass away a day at a great traditional English summer event.

Look at www.newforestshow.co.uk  for information, discounted tickets  
and the bes t way to travel to this popular event, by car or let the train 
take the strain.  Tickets  also available by ringing 01590 622409 - but be 
patient , lines  can be busy.

Don’t miss  out, book today and enjoy a wonderful day out in the Forest.

www.newforestshow.co.uk


Sadly, our secretary has had to resign owing to pressure of work.  The 
committee wishes  to thank Margaret Hotchkiss for all her help over the 
last few months .  This means that the committee will be looking for a 
new secretary.  We also need a book-keeper.  If anyone is  interested in 
either of these honorary pos itions , please ring Jane on 881979.

Thanks  to all those who supported our stall at the village fete.  If you 
read any of the information about the village hall then you will realise 
that the hall is funded by user groups and casual bookings , but this is 
not enough to pay for all the repairs  needed to keep the building going.  
This means that we have to apply for grants , but grants are only 
awarded if we are fund-rais ing ourselves.  One of our fund-rais ing    
initiatives  is  booking ‘Hog the Limelight’, which is Hampshire County 
Council’s arts touring scheme which takes professional affordable arts 
and entertainment to rural and urban-edge communities .  Our next 
booking is  ‘Dinner at Mirandolina’s  Inn’ on Saturday 6 October –
please see our advert on page 18 for more details .

Another date for your diary – Saturday 8 March 2008, ‘From Berlin to 
Broadway’ by Shoo Shoo Baby. 

VILLAGE HALL      
MATTERS!

Reported by Gill F earon

ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

      Ñ°»² Ù¿®¼»² 
                 T hrive Trunkwell G ard en Project
                 Beech Hill,  Reading, RG7 2AT

Sunday 15 July 2007
2pm – 4.30pm

Î»º®»̧ ³»²¬ ¿²¼ Ð´¿ ²¬ Í¿´»

Entrance Fee £2.50 adults and £1 fo r children under 16
Free for children und er 6

Ample Parking                       Dogs on a Lead Welcome
                              Tele phone : 011 8 988 5 688                        We bsi te: ww w.thrive .org.u k
                              Thrive Cha ri ty  No: 277570                         NG S Cha rity  No: 1112664

16
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‘Dinner at Mirandolina’s Inn’

ArtyFarty Ltd present ‘Dinner at Mirandolina’s 
Inn’ on Saturday 6 October in Sherfield        
Village Hall.  This  is  a full-bodied romantic  
comedy set in a 1950s Italian ristorante with    
live music playing and a 3-course meal.

Remember the world of ‘Roman Holiday’ and 
‘La Dolce Vita’?  Sexy warm Italy when Vespas  and Dean Martin and hour 
glass  figures  ruled the world?  You don’t?  But you get the idea!

This is a really unusual event with professional        
actors  brought to Sherfield-on-Loddon by ‘Hog the 
Limelight’.

Tickets  are £15 to include a 3-course meal and    
coffee (wine will be available to purchase) and will 
be on sale over the summer.  As numbers  will be 
limited, reservations  can be made now by calling 

Jan on 882539.  For further information, please ring Jan, or Jane on 881979.

The Red Cross
The House-to-House collection made during

Red Cross week amounted to:
Hartley Wespall £155.34
Sherfield on Loddon £414.47
Stratfield Saye £100.00

Total: £669.81
Very many thanks to the team of gallant collectors 

and to everyone who gave so generously.
Sarah Godfrey



LODDON SPORTS 
JUNIOR FOOTBALL CLUB

Blue skies , sunshine, a bumper crowd, excellent 
football, this  is  what made the Club’s  Invitation 
Tournament on June 3rd such a success.  With 

true summer conditions  the parents  and spectators were able to enjoy 
the event and gain a tan as well, believe me there were a few burnt 
shoulders to prove it.  Some forty-eight teams located in Hampshire 
took part in the tournament, which included twelve girl’s  teams.

The Under 8 final was  an ‘all Andover’affair, with Wolversdene beat-
ing Andover Town 3-0.  The under 9 final went to a penalty shoot-out, 
Winklebury getting the better of Berg by 5-4.  The Under 10 winners  
were Tadley Calleva, who ran out convincing winners  by four goals to 
nil against Chineham Tigers .  The Under 11 final was  a ‘ding-dong’ 
final between Winklebury ‘A’ & ‘B’, the latter emerging the victors .
The Under 12 final brought victory to Andover Town over Aldermas-
ton, while just a solitary goal saw Bas ingstoke Town Colts  gain victory 
over Down Grange.
The two finals involving the girls  were fine examples  of jus what these 
young players can produce, the Under 12 final between Down Grange 
and Oakley was  a close affair, the Down Grange team winning by the 
only goal.  Wolversdene emerged victors  in the Under 14 final, beating 
Tadley Calleva by two goals  to nil.

Loddon Sports would like to offer its s incere thanks to all who helped 
to make the event such a memorable one, and to all the vis iting clubs 
for their support, sportsmanship and contribution to what was a perfect 
day.

The Club’s “In House” tournament and ‘Fun Day’, together with the 
Annual Presentations takes place on the Village Green on Sunday July 
1st 2007.  This event gives every member of the club the chance to   
display their skills  when they all take part.

Any boy or girl, whishing to join Loddon Sports  for season 2007/08 
can contact me on 01256 882798.      

Fred Berntsen - Club Secretary
20
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Sherfield on Loddon Village Fete 2007

The Sherfield on Loddon Village Fete took place on Saturday 16th June and 
in spite of a couple of showers , was  a great success .  The Fete opened with 
the Bas ingstoke Concert Band who provided a really lively and enthus ias tic 
start to the day.  Thanks  to Kate Gregory for organising them.  The Dog 
Show was  organised by Bruce Batting and was as popular as ever with about 
150 entries   this  year.  Mrs. Barbara Evans kindly agreed to judge the show.  
There was  excellent entertainment from the Sherfield Dancers and this year 
we enjoyed a few Team Tractor Pull contests .  

The Fete also enjoyed an array of attractions , s talls and s ide shows , including 
the Surrey Schoolboys  Motor Cycle Display Team, Vintage Cars , Skittles, 

Basingstoke Hand Spinners , Stocks  by Headway, 
and Adult Slide, Bouncy Castle, Bowling,   
Crockery Smashing and Chipperfield Fairground 
Games.  The Sherfield Park Es tate was also     
represented at the Fete this year.  A team of    
res idents introduced themselves at their Sherfield 
Park stall and their help and efforts  in setting up 
the fete stalls  and gazebos  very early on Saturday 
morning, were most appreciated.

The real highlight of the day was  the Parachute 
Regiment Freefall Team, ‘The Red Devils’ who         
provided a truly  
spectacular display.  

With the British weather being true to form, it 
was touch and go as  to whether the display 
would go ahead, but after several wind tests , they 
began their descent.  Sue Hobbs said: “They had 
someone talking everyone through the whole  
exercise.  It was  exciting as they came into land 
on the cross.  On the way down they swept over 
the stalls and zoomed over the trees  and every-
one’s  heads.  They had coloured flares  on the 
bottom of one boot and it was very effective.  A 
great finish to an enjoyable day.”
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A ‘Beer Mat Draw’ was held 
where people were invited to 
buy a beer mat for £1 and 
write their name on their mat.  
The named beer mats  were 
then placed on the ground of 
the Red Devil’s  landing area.  
The beer mats that the     
parachutis ts landed on won a 
prize.  1st Prize went to Alicia 

Thomson, who won a piggy-back Parachute Jump with one of the 
Red Devils (this  prize was  sponsored by Sherfield School).  The 2nd

Prize – a Gliding Lesson, was  won by Fiona Backburn and 3rd Prize 
went to Kev Cooper, who 
received a signed Reading 
Football Club Programme.

Fete Chairman Sandy    
Johnston said: “The Red 
Devils did fantastically well, 
considering the weather, and 
really hit the ground running.  
We hope to be as success ful 
as las t year, despite some cons iderable expenses, thanks  to the       
generos ity of the public and the hard work of the many helpers       
including members of the Sherfield Football Club.” The proceeds  
were shared between the new football pavilion, Happy Faces        
Playgroup and the new Community Centre at Sherfield Park.
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Crafty Craft 2007 
by Sharon Hewins

The Crafty Craft 2007 race took place on Bank Holiday Monday.  We 
built our boat to resemble the bobs leigh in the film Cool Runnings 
(about the Jamaican bobs leigh team).  Our team was called Sherfield-
Cool-Runners" and the boat was named "the lucky egg".

We arrived in Hungerford 
at 8am and after having our 
craft safety checked by the 
stewards we finally started  
at 8.50am.  We crossed the 
finish line in Newbury at 
2pm.  In all it took us 5 
hours  10 minutes  to      
complete the 10 mile 
course.  We broke our    
rudder between the first and 

second lock and so had difficulty steering.  We had to carry the craft 
around the locks for safety reasons, which was not easy as  the boat dry 
weighed in at 23 stone so you can only imagine what it weighed wet.

The weather was typically 
"British" and the heavens  
opened for most of the      
journey!!!  We had supporters 
waiting at Kintbury and they 
walked the rest of the way 
(Sandy Johnston and crew -
actually his walking stick  
provided us a good service in 
keeping the boat pulled into 
the side when swapping    
rowers).  Also we had supporters  waiting for us at the finish line 
too.  Everyone got a turn in rowing, we tended to swap teams  at the 
locks  and all the kids got a ride too.
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We won 2 trophy's, one for "best adult craft" and the other for "spirit of 
crafty craft" because we had made such an effort with our boat and    
costumes.  We had t-shirts  printed up and rasta hats  with dreadlocks at 
the back.  The boat was  on show along with thetrophy's  at the Sherfield 
Village Fete on 16th June.

We have raised in excess  of £1000 which will be split between Newbury 
Round Table and Headway in Basingstoke.  A big thank you to all our 
supporters  without which we couldn't have raised so much money.  Also 
kind thanks to Brewers  who supplied all the paint for our boat free of 
charge and to Theale Water Ski Club who allowed us  touse their lake to 
test flotation/ strength/ waterproofing of our craft.

Apologies to Annie Fisher for not announcing th is 
in the May/ June ma ga zin es - Editor.25



Calling all children ages 5 – 14 !!

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING  TWO QUESTI ONS:

(1) Do you have access to a computer 
and are you reasonably computer literate?

(2) Do you go to the cinema o r watc h dvd’s? 

If your an swer to the se que stions is ‘YES’ , then READ ON!

2 classes:  Ages 5 to 8 
Ages 9 – 14

Are you going away on holiday this summ er 
with your parents or sc hool? 

If you are please ensu re you take you r camera with you.

Colour/black  and whi te print no larger than 10 x 8
Two age  group s 5-8  an d 9 -14

See the  entry bookle t for full  de tai ls.

Brian Raisborough (Auctioneer and PR)

cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc
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Getting There – the Hard Way

Joe Eszterhas wrote ‘Basic Instinct’ thus making Sharon Stone famous 
and Joe otherwise.  Joe was a heavy smoker.  After throat cancer he has 
taken an interesting aspect on Life.

“On a hot summer day during my morning walk, I gave up and sat down.  
I was  having trouble breathing.  I was  shaking.  My heart felt like it was 
going to explode.  Every centimeter of me craved – desperately – a ciga-
rette, a cold beer, and a shot of tequila and… I sat there and sobbed, the 
tears  hitting the pavement in front of me.  I heard myself saying, “Please, 
God, help me.  I can’t do this anymore without You.”

“I begged God to keep me alive.  I promised Him that if He helped me 
through my misery, I would do everything in the time remaining to me to 
help others  to stop smoking.  I sat there staring at the ground and praying 
a long time and when I got up I felt a renewal of strength.  I wasn’t shak-
ing anymore.  My heart beat normally.  I still craved the cigarette and the 
cold beers  and the shot of tequila… but I asked for God’s help, not a 
miracle.”

“We started going to church regularly.  We picked the parish neares t us  –
Holy Angels .  I could tell from their looks that our fellow parishioners 
knew who I was.  I knew how oddly it mus t have struck some of them: 
the author of Basic Instinct and Showgirls holding hands with his        
children and praying  each Sunday.  Wasn’t this  the same guy who told   
teenagers to sneak into that X-rated movie?  I viewed God as  a newfound 
friend.  I didn’t want to be presumptuous .  I didn’t want Him to think I 
was trying to suck up to Him.”

“I started doing what I heard Johnny Cash did to begin each day.  Firs t I 
said, ‘Good morning, God.’  Then I said, ‘Praise the Lord!’”

“One Sunday, as Naomi went to Holy Communion with Luke in her 
arms , I got up behind her and went to Holy Communion, too… the first 
time s ince I was a schoolboy at St. Emeric’s.  ‘Body of Chris t, Joe,’    
Father Bob Stec said, giving me the Host, and I put the Host in my mouth 
and swallowed it with my ravaged throat.  I felt an inner glow all of that 
day.”

Submitted by John Batt



Mr and Mrs Blackbird

                       Kay Llewellyn
                       Meadow Park, Sherfield on Loddon

Mr and Mrs Blackbird have been building their nest
In and out of the hedge till their nest is the best.

Mrs Blackbird laid her eggs and sat on them with pride
With all the foliage in our hedge it was easy for her to hide.

             The eggs did hatch and little cheeps were heard
             In and out frequently were Mr and Mrs Blackbird.

            They would bring the chicks back  food such as worms
              Mouths always full as they took their job in turns. 

All seemed well until the storm on the 27th and 28th of May
When we once again had no electricity for most of the day.

The wind did blow and it never stopped persisting down with rain
And ever since that horrid day we have not seen or heard of them again.

ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

Mayoral Charity Concert 

Basingstoke Ladies Choir have the greatest pleasure in hosting the 
Mayoral Charity Concert on Saturday 21st July at the United Reform 
Church, London Street, Basingstoke at 7.30pm.  Their guests on 
this special occasion will be the New Harmony Singers from Bristol.

All proceeds will go towards the Mayor’s Charities:
The Children’s Society Young Carers’ Initiative

The North Hampshire Medical Fund
Breast Cancer Support

Fir Tree Lodge – a purpose built house in Tadley 
for the visually impaired.

Tickets for this concert are available from Dawson’s Music Shop in 
Basingstoke or from Graham & Kathy Ling on 01256 476646 or  e-
mail to: kling@btinternet.com.

The choir are always looking for enthusiastic new members.       
Anyone interested should contact Kathy Ling as above. 30



Sherfield & District
Gardening Club

New members are always welcome.
We meet on the 3rd Monday of the month in the               
Liddell Hall at Sherfield Village Hall at  8.00 pm.

Future Meetings
16TH JULY - Visit  to  Valentine Cottage , Newnham

The Gardening Club Would like  to tha nk
Sca ts, the Post Offi ce, Sher dons  & The Shop

for thei r continui ng support at the V illage F ete

FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE RING
LINDA ON 01256 882341

cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

Bramley and Little London Music Festival 2007
at St. James’s Church, Bramley, Hampshire

Thursday 12th July
7.30pm - Matt  Butchers Organ, The Royal Academy Brass Quint et

Friday 13th July 
7.30pm - Evelina Puzaite Piano,  Derek Welton Baritone

                           Saturday 14th July
7.30pm - The Rosina Trio Piano, Clarinet, Violin

                        Bookings / Inform ation :  
  Anthony & Wendy P eagam - Tel: 01256 881552

Email: anthonypeagam@bt int ernet .com

 Ti cke ts / Discounts: 
 3 night s - £8 per t icket, 2 night s - £10 per t icket , 1  night  - £12 per ticket

 Cheques paya ble t o ‘Bramley P CC’
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
The STD code is 01256, unless otherwise stated.

Allotme nts.
Babysitting Circ le . 
Basingsto ke Gazette.   
Bingo.  
Brow nies.
St. Leonard’s Church.                             
Breach La ne Chapel.

Catholic Church
Cr icket Club
Evergreens.                   
Footb all (Jun ior)             
Footb all (Sen iors) 
Happy Faces Playgroup
Loddon Valley Lin k.
Lunch Club. 
NWR.  
Sherf ield Par ish Counc il.

Po lice:

Poppies.
Post Of f ice
Sherf ield Co mmu nity Care 
Group
Sherf ield Fete.
Sherf ield Show .
Short  Mat Bow ls.
Todd ler Grou p 0-5s. 
Tre e Warden. 
Village Gr n. Vo lunteers. 
Village Ha ll Caretaker/
Bookings.
V. Hall Mg mt. Cttee.
Wh ist Driv e. 
Wo men ’s Institute.                                                                                                              

Tracy Lander-Sims 
Sa lly    
Chris Horton
Ursula Lambden
Sue Ha ndasyde-Dic k
Revd. Bob  Politt
Ge of f  Belsha m                           
Chris Russell                    
Father V incent  Harvey 
Andy Stev ens
Jea n Wright  
Fre d Berntse n 
Don Ca mpbe ll 
Peggy Hutchins                         
See bac k pages of magazin e 
Helen Belsham                          
Gil l Fear on
Bruce Batt ing ( Ch air)
Lucy Marshall ( Clerk)                 
Mandy Jew ell  

Natalie Larner

Doreen Tossw ill

Sandy Johnston
Sa lly Brain                                 
Norman Stan ley
Jaq ui Skil lett                          
Geraldin e Ho use-Barklie            
Simon Hennessey                        

Jan  Martin      
Jan e Brydges
Jea n Wright 
Val Denny                                                                

882503
880362
882426
882839
882337
882209
882534
01276 2 1469
465214
882414
882845
882798
882953
882609

882534
882106
882605
881742
08450 4 54545
07770 4 71655
880075
882210
882344
882507
882275
881021
881021
882536
880224

882539
881979
882845
882410
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EVERGREEN CLUB for the over 60s
Reporter – Jean Berntsen (Chairperson)

THE NEXT WHIST DRIVE
is on

Friday 13th July
At 7.30pm in

Sherfield Village Hall
Admission £1.50

ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

The monthly meeting for June was  held on June 4th.

The guest speaker was  Martin Charles  the fund-raiser for The 
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Air Ambulance. He gave a very 
informative talk about all the hard work and commitment by so 
many people to achieve this  very valuable service.  The       
organisation is financed solely by voluntary contributions , they     
receive no Lottery or Government grants  and find satisfaction 

from the many generous persons who give time and money towards the 
cause.    
The new Air Ambulance helicopter will become operational from July 
1st 2007 and will be housed at Thruxton Airfield overnight, it’s  base and 
operational airfield will be Popham, which is adjacent to the main A303 
trunk road.
Following Martin’s most interesting talk, a collection for the fund was  
made by the Evergreen members .  A varied range of items  was also 
available for purchase from the Air Ambulance ‘Fund Raising’ stall.
The next meeting of the Evergreen’s Club will take place on Monday 
July 2nd, when the main attraction will feature a demonstration on floral 
decorations for the table.
Any person interested in joining the Club, should contact Jean Berntsen 
on 01256 882798, new members  are always welcome. 



Reported by Gill Fearon

ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc 

Ins tead of the annual Safari Supper with husbands/partners, NWR held 
a barbecue in the garden of member Terry Raisborough.  Those of you 
who have vis ited Terry’s  garden through the National Garden Scheme 
will know how beautiful it is  and it gave a wonderful surrounding and 
atmosphere for our evening.  We ate our way through various barbe-
cued meats, tasty salads and yummy puds!  Thanks  to Terry and Brian 
for organis ing such a lovely event.

At the village fete NWR ran the Gift Stall as usual and managed to 
raise £120 for the village charities.  Thanks  to all those who supported 
us.

Our next meeting will be a talk on basket making by Chris tine      
Brewster of Stripey Basket in Englefield who was featured in ‘Country    
Living’ magazine las t year.

Advance Notice!  On 4 October there will be talk on ‘Bomb Disposal 
Work’ by Geoff Twine in Breach Lane Chapel at 8 p.m.  (Don’t worry, 
there won’t be a demonstration!)  This  will be an open meeting to 
which men are invited too, so put this  in your diary!  For further infor-
mation on NWR, please ring me on 882106.

VOLUNTEER NEEDED
The Fundraising Team at  Thrive require a volunteer 

t o work alongside t he Team Administ rator, 
carrying out a variety of dut ies, on a regular basis.

If you are int erested please contact  Linda on 0118 988 5688
For info about  Thrive visit  out  W ebsit e www.thrive.org.uk
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www.thrive.org.uk
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The Volunteer Fundraising Team of Thriv e 
are holding a Wine Tasting Evening on 

Wednesday 18 July 2007 at 7pm.
Venue: The Geoffrey Udall Cen tre, Beech Hill.    

Tickets £15 ea ch  (which must be pu rchas ed 
befo re the ev ent ) can be obt ained by ringing
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CLUES DOWN:
1 .   PE RIO DIC (6 )
2 .   JOIN (4)
3 .   HA TE S (6 )
4 .   EN TRAN CE  (6 )
5 .   HA ZA RD  (4 )
6 .   PA RA DISE (6)
7 .   GO  RO UND  (9 )
8 .   HIG H WIRE  (9)
1 1. CO MMA ND  (5 )
1 2. TH ING  (anag ra m) (5)
1 5. RA ISE D (6)  
1 6. CO NTAININ G TE N (6 )
1 7. CO AX (6 )
1 8. GE RMAN  SON G (6)
21. SIN G IN PRAISE (4)

CLUES AC ROSS:
1 .   MY STERIOU S JEWISH TRA DITION  (6)
4 .   CH URCH  AREA  (6 )
7 .   SACRAMEN T (9)
9 .   PE RIO D IN CH URCH  CA LE NDA R (4 )
10. RU SIA N CITY (4)
11. MU SICA L INST RUMEN T (5 )
13. SIN GE RS (6 )
14. FL OW ERLE SS PLAN T (6 )  
15. ABAN DO NED RE LIG IO US FA ITH (6 )  
1 7. FO R A  CHO IR (6)
19. TO OK  AG AIN (5)
2 0. AN GL E (4)
22. PA RT OF CH URCH (4 )
2 3. PL ACE O F WO RSHIP  (9 )
2 4. NE AT (6 )
2 5. CO ME S A FTER  9 ACRO SS (6) 

AN SWE RS TO CR OSSWORD 53
AC ROSS:  1. HO LIE ST  5. FIG H T 8 . LA CK S 9 . E ME NDE D 1 0. YIE LD ED  11 . D OY EN   
1 2. SIN FU L 1 4. IMAG ES 17 . IMBU E 1 9. AC TIO NS 2 2 . TRIDE NT  23 . IN TE R 2 4. DRE SS 
25. STRAYE D

DOWN :   1. HO LL Y 2 . L ECTERN 3.  E ASED  4 . TREN DY 5 . FREE DO M 6. GO DL Y         
7 . TIDING S 1 2. SAIN TED  13 . U SE LE SS 1 5. GH OSTL Y 1 6. FAI TH S 1 8. BRIDE             
2 0. TRIER 21 .  SIRE D 42
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Loddon Valley Link Management Committee

Se cretary:                               Esme  Ward
                 28 Pound Mead ow ,  

                                                 Sherf ield on Loddon , 
                                                 Hoo k RG27 OEP  
                                                 Te l. 01256 880503

         email: geoc.w ard@bt internet.co m

         Wins ton Bruce
         18  Longbr idge Close
         Sherf ield on Lodd on                                                                                                    
         Hook.  RG2 7 0DQ
         Te l. 0 1256 8 83277
    email: w in.bruce@t iscali.co.uk

Adve rtising:
Ple as e call Wins ton 
for  all advertis ing              
enquir ies . 

Chairman:                              Dr . Don ald Daws on    Tel. 8 82 379
De puty Chairman:                 Re vd. Bob Pol itt         Tel. 8 82 209
Hartley Repre se ntative :        Dr . John Will iams       Tel. 8 82705
Stratfie ld Re presentative      Mr. Eric Price              Tel: 8 81402
Sherfie ld Park  Rep:               Mr Chris Wright   Tel:  88 0436
                                email:  chrisw right@dartw ood.w anado o.co.uk

Editor for August/Sept.   Shee na Archer 
double issue & Octo ber          1, Orchard L ea

         Sherfield on Loddon,  
         Ho ok RG27  0ES
         Te l: 0 1256 8 82099
    email: s heenaarcher@btintern et.co m

Editor for the                           Brian Arche r
Nove mber 07 &                         1 , Orchard Lea
Dec/Jan dou ble issue            Sherfield on  Loddon
             Hoo k  RG27 0 ES
             Tel.  01 256 88 20 99                   
              email:  brianarcher@bt in terne t.com

NB. The  final d ate for
i tems for Aug/Sept issue 
is Monday 1 6th July
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CHURCH OFFICERS
Rector:        Reverend Bob Politt, 
                             33 Northfield Road ,                       
                             Sherfield on Loddon. RG27 0DR

       Tel. 01256-882209
                    Kindly note the Rector’s day off is Thursday.

Readers:         Mr. Richard Elphick    Tel. 01256-882860
        Dr. John Williams    Tel. 01256-882705

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, SHERFIELD ON LODDON
Churchwardens: Mrs. Gill Austin              Tel. 01256-882364

        Mr. Peter Gould    Tel. 01256-882538

Treasurer:        Mr. Stephen Hemmings  Tel.01256-882523

Organists:         Mr. Mike Abrams           Tel. 01256-881188
        Mr. Brian Archer            Tel. 01256-882099
        Mrs. Peggy Willson    Tel. 01256-880503

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE
Churchwarden:   Mr. Roy Best              Tel. 01189-882422

Treasurer:         Mr Robert Craig            Tel: 01256-882253

Organist:         Mrs. Fran Oliver    Tel. 01189-268364 

ST.MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL
Churchwardens: Mr Pip Iles              Tel. 01256-880559                                                                                      
                              Dr. John Williams         Tel. 01256-882705

Treasurer:         Mr. Michael Webster     Tel. 01256-882413

Organist:         Dr. Gill Williams    Tel. 01256-882705


