
No. 394

LODDON VALLEY LINK
EASTER EDITION  -  APRIL 2007

The Church Magazine



1

BENEFICE WORSHIP - APRIL 2007

Sunday   1st April                PALM SUNDAY  
10.00am  Holy Communion              St Leonard’s Sherfield
10.00am  Family Service                  St Mary Stratfield Saye*
  6.30pm  Evensong & Communion St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

Sunday  8th April                                         EASTER DAY
10.00am  Family Communion           St Leonard’s Sherfield
10.00am  Family Communion (Ext) St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
11.15am  Prayer Book Communion  St Mary Stratfield Saye*

Sunday  15th April                                     EASTER 2
10.00am  Holy Communion              St Leonard’s Sherfield
  6.30pm  Evensong    St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

Sunday  22nd April                          EASTER 3
  8.00am  Prayer Book Communion  St Mary’s Hartley Wespall
10.00am  Family Service                St Leonard’s Sherfield
11.15am  Matins     St Mary Stratfield Saye* 
Weds 25th  4.00pm Toddler Service  St Leonard’s Sherf ield

Sunday  29th April                                     EASTER 4  
          UNITED BENEFICE SERVICE

11.15am   Prayer Book Communion   St Mary Stratfield Saye*
[No services today at Sherfield or Hartley Wespall churches]

Sunday  6th May                                     EASTER 5
10.00am  Holy Communion (Ext)        St Leonard’s Sherfield
10.00am  Family Service & Baptism   St Mary Stratfield Saye*
  6.30pm  Evensong & Communion  St Mary’s Hartley Wespall

[*Drive up close to the white gates, which open automatically]
(‘Ext’ = Communion by extension)



2

Too Good To be True!
The smartly dressed elderly lady looked at   
me and said: “Do we Christians believe in            
re-incarnation?”  I was surprised by her    
question but quickly realised how very        
confusing it must be for people today to     
sort out who believes what.
Christian belief comes from Jesus Christ, whose teaching 
clearly affirmed that of the Old Testament that we are 
born, live and die once before returning to God, our Maker.
Re-incarnation comes from Hinduism, not Christianity, and 
teaches that we die and are repeatedly re-born into this   
life (recycled) into a different life form, depending on how 
we lived the previous life. Good karma, the good you do, will 
be counted as credit or promotion in the next life, but bad 
karma will weigh you down to a lower form of life.
Christianity is based upon God’s grace, not what we deserve 
but what we do not deserve.  God is holy and before him we 
are sinful and can never earn his favour. The Easter message 
is about this grace: God loves us so much that His own Son 
died and rose again in order to give us forgiveness and    
eternal life from God. 
GRACE — God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense. By welcoming  
the risen Jesus into our lives we are receiving God’s         
wonderful gift. Too good to be true? Yes, but this is the 
Christian message of Easter - Christ has died, now Christ     
is risen and we can come to know Him for ourselves, today 
and for ever! 

                              Easter greetings,
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For Roman Catholic Services please contact      
Father Vincent Harvey 01256 465214



     Text for the Month
1 Corinthians 15  : 1-6 
Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, 
which you received and on which you have taken your stand. By this  
gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. 
Otherwise, you have believed in vain.  For what I received I passed on   
to you as of firs t importance : that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures ,  that he was buried, that he was  raised on the third day  
according to the Scriptures,  and that he appeared to Peter, and then to  
the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the 
brothers  at the same time.  The NIV Bible

Prayer for the Month
Lord Jesus  Christ, we thank you for the victory of love over hatred that 
we  celebrate in this season. We praise you for s taying true to your     
chosen path,  despite all the malice thrown against you, the repeated 
taunts  to put yourself first, and the very real temptation which you        
experienced. Hear now our prayer for the world you gave your life for     
- a world so racked by enmity and division and so desperately in need of 
love - a world which you were willing to die for and would not abandon. 
Help us  to recognise the folly of our ways and give us the courage to try 
another way, the way you revealed so powerfully through your life and 
death – the way of love gracious  Lord, wherever hatred seems to rule , 
may love emerge victorious .  In Jesus  name we pray. Amen

Prayer Points for April
Pray for the future of Iraq and Afghanistan that peace may be established 
and that our troops stationed there may soon be returned to their families . 
Pray for all who have suffered illness over the past month that 
they may soon be restored to full health and for those still in 
distress  that they may be comforted. 
Give thanks for the Eas ter message that “The Lord is Risen, 
indeed” and give thanks also for the beauty of spring            
confirming God’s  faithfulness . 
Pray for the next Men’s Breakfas t scheduled for Saturday  
April 28th 2007 at Goodchild’s Hill that it will be a time of  
fellowship and growth for the church.
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PARISH REGISTERS

Grace SMITH   11.03.07      Sherfield

 Lucy SULLIVAN  11.03.07     Sherfield

 Charlotte GRANT 25.03.07   Sherfield

Wendy & Wesley   10.03.07    Sherfield

HESLOP

Mary WATSON       5.03.07 (Cremation)     Sherfield

ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc 

Toddler Time 
St Leonard’s Church, Sherfield
Wednesday 28th March 2007

4.00-4.30pm
Nursery Rhymes, Story, Prayer.
Healthy refreshments for the toddlers.

Meet on the red carpet in church.
All welcome!

Contact Revd. Bob Politt 
for information 
01256 882209
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The next Men’s Breakfast
will be on

     Saturday 28th April
    8.30 - 10.00am

at The Barn, Goodchild’s Hill, 
   Stratfield Saye RG7 2DR

Richard Elphick will be telling us about the work of 
the Mercy Ships.

RSVP please for catering to:

Revd Bob Politt 01256 882209
or

Dr John Williams 01256 882705

Maundy Thursday
Celebration of Jesus’ Last Supper

7.00 - 8.30pm Thursday 5th April 
In the Liddell Hall, Sherfield-on-Loddon

This is an ecumenical evening to  which Christians of  
all denominations or none are welcome.

More details from Revd Bob Politt 01256 882209
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Good Friday & Easter Day
         Good Friday
         Meditation at the Cross
          11.00—12.00 am 6th April

  at St Mary’s    
Church,   

  Stratfield Saye
      Easter Sunday
    Church Worship

         10.00am  Family Communion at Sherfield 
       & Hartley Wespall churches.

11.15am   Prayer Book Communion 
        at Stratfield Saye church.

‘HEADWAY’
On page 14 you will see that part of the proceeds of 

 are going to Headway.  In case you are not familiar with this 
worthy cause you might like to know that it was founded in 1982 
by relatives and carers of people who had sustained a brain injury. 
Brain injury can strike anyone at any time. Headway gives support 
through aspects of the immediate crisis and through the years  
beyond.  The Management team of Headway Basingstoke have 
been able to help large numbers of people who have suffered 
brain injury, helping them regain their confidence and achieve 
their potential. This is a charity worthy of our support.



Editorial by Brian Archer
Spring is here at last!  And with the warmer 
weather our gardens and Village Green are 
springing into life with bulbs bursting into 
flower.  We  rejoice at “All God’s gifts 
around us” and have a renewed feeling of warmth and well-
being.  We marvel at the w onder of the ‘new  beginnings’. We 
shrug off the cold of winter and look forward to the w armth 
of Spring and Summer.  The Easter services in our churches 
further emphasise this emergence of new life and Christ’s 
resurrection, expressed in the well-known Easter hymn…. 

I am again appealing for new s of activities and achievements 
involving YOU!  If our Church Magazine is to reflect the 
many diverse and interesting activities taking place in our 
community we need your input by letting us know what is 
happening…. your activities, your clubs, and your individual 
achievements.  Details of the deadline for sending copy to 
the Editor are printed on Page 45 of the magazine.
We are still looking for kind souls living in Sherfield Park   
to help distribute this Magazine. If you can help, please  
contact Chris Wright (details on Page 45).

Plea se Note

i The Manage ment Co mmittee of the Loddon Link cannot accept for         
publication any item received anonymously.   P lease supply your na me and 
addre ss with  material you wish to be conside red for pub lication.

i Announce ment s, invitations o r advertise ment s cannot be accepted fro m  
third parties.  Only someone direc tly involved in the even t shou ld sub mit 
copy for consideration for publication.

i Please note t hat t he Co mmittee cannot b e held re sponsible for the        
reliability o r quality of any work or service provide d by advertise rs.   
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PERCY’S PLANT SALE
Saturday 19th May         
at Orchard Lea, Sherfield 
in aid of St. Leonard’s Church 
and Headway, Basingstoke. 

PLEASE SOW & GROW FOR US!  
Please would you:
i Sow ALL your seeds an d keep surplus for the sale. 
i Pot up tho se  extra cuttings.   
i Divide those overg rown plants. 
All flowers,  shrubs an d vegetable plan ts wi ll be welcome at the sale. 
Donald Dawson (con tact details p.45)  is in charge of p lan t sales.  
Please let him know if you can help and wi ll grow plants e specially 
for the sale,  but ALL  plants wi ll be welco me on the day. 

ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

St. Leonard’s Church 
Access

St. Leonard’s Church is open  for the 
public on the second and fourth   
Saturdays of each month, when     

volunte ers will be in a tten dance to 
greet you at the church.  

Everyone is we lcome to visit fo r quiet 
reflection, a prayer, to study the   

architecture o r to view the church 
with a wedding in mind. 

Saturday April 14th & 28th
from 10am to 4 pm.  



Do you fancy an evening in Italy?  Then look no further and 
put this date in your diary!  Saturday 6 October. 

 The Village Hall will be hosting an Italian 
evening where there will be Italian music, 
food and entertainment.  Look out for more 
details nearer the time.
The next POSH coffee morning will be on 
Saturday 14 April at 10.30 a.m. in the    
Garden Room of the Village Hall.  Do come 
along for a chat over a cup of coffee.  You 
do not need to be a member of POSH, but 
if you would like to support your village hall, 
then membership costs only £12 per year. 

If you would like information on POSH please ring:             
Jill Bingham on 882416. If you would like information on 
booking the halls, please ring Jan Martin on 882539.

SHERFIELD SHOW
For information and help contact:
Secretary: Sally Brain 882275   

Schedules: Natalie Larner 880075
Treasurer and Donations: Terry Raisborough 882269  

VILLAGE HALL      
MATTERS!
Reported by Gill F earon

16
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GIVING IT UP FOR LENT
A man went into his local pub every Friday 
night and ordered three pints of beer.  
Eventually the barman, who was curious 
about this ritual said to him, “Why do you 
order three pints of beer every Friday 
night?”  “I’ve got a brother in Canada and 
another in Australia”, said the man, “And 
we have a pact that every Friday we will go to our local and buy 
a round of beer for each of us and drink each other’s health.”

However, for the last few weeks, the man has arrived as usual 
but only ordered two pints.  At last, the barman, thinking there 
was something amiss said, “Why are you ordering only two pints 
now, I hope both your brothers are OK.”  “Oh yes”, said the 
man, “Don’t worry, they are fine. It’s just that I’ve given up 
drinking beer for Lent, but my brothers haven’t!” 

HELP WANTED!

Have you a good idea for a side-show for 
our village Fete on the 16th June? 

And would you 
be prepared to 
organise and run it?

If you can help please ring                
Jane Brydges on 01256 881979
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  - Can you help?
Residents of Northfield Road.
It would be useful for the road to have a Neighbourhood Watch 
coordinator and a  deputy.

We have been trying to make as many people as possible aware 
of the distraction burglaries that had occurred in Tadley, and it 
was Bob & Rody Politt who very kindly delivered the Newsletter 
to each address.  Some residents thought that there was a     
coordinator for the road.  I’m afraid there is not.  That person 
moved away some time ago.  

The only work required is:

i To receive a newsletter each month

i To pass on information if there are incidents/crime going on 
that could affect the residents in your road.

i To pass information to police if someone tells you something 
of note.

If you are interested, please contact me.

WPC Mandy Jewell  07770 471655.

Scam Some people known as ‘Seabeach Ltd’ have sent round 
flyers in the Sherfield Park area purporting to be accepting         
donated goods for charity.  This is just a way to con free goods out 
of people. It has nothing to do with charity or feeding children in 
the third world. 
If they call round to you, hopefully they'll find nothing there         
because you have been forewarned. 
The police and Parish Councillors have been informed and now so 
have you!
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Mission in the 21st Century
By Rev. Canon Dr. David Williams

I’ve thought of Stratfield Turgis as my home for 
nearly 25 years, although I’ve been away from the 
village for most of that time: medical school in 
London, medicine in North Yorkshire, study in   
Oxford followed by ordination in the Church of England then       
Anglican ministry in Hertfordshire. For the last 8 years my family 
has been living and working in Nairobi, the capital of Kenya, where 
we’ve been serving as mission partners with Crosslinks, a Church 
of England mission agency. 

Perhaps you thought of missionaries as an extinct breed, about   
as relevant to the 21st century as the dodo? But we’re still alive 
and well, although mission looks very different in the 21st century 
when compared with the missionaries of the 19th century. For a 
start, most missionaries today come from developing countries. 
Missionaries are no longer exclusively Brits. or Americans going   
to Africa. India and Korea are amongst the largest missionary 
sending churches in the world. Of course they are not sending this 
new mission force to Africa so much as to Europe. After all the   
Anglican Church in Nigeria is as big as the Anglican Churches in 
Britain, Australia and the United States put together, so Britain 

would seem to have much 
greater spiritual need than 
many parts of Africa. 

  You might ask what my   
family are doing in 
Kenya, if the need is 
greater in England?    
And it would be a good 
question. I work as   
Principal of a Kenyan 
mission training college.
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We equip men and women from many parts of East Africa to 
work as missionaries themselves. Let me tell you some of their 
stories. Theo, a Burundian man, is involved in missionary work 
in the huge refugee camps in Tanzania that house those      
displaced by the 1993 genocide. Wario, a Kenyan man from 
the Borana tribe, shares the good news of Jesus with his own 
people group as they herd goats and camels in the arid parts of    
northern Kenya.  Mayabi and his wife share the hope of the 
Christian faith as they live and work in the slums of Nairobi. 
Their church has started a homework club for children, a       
literacy training programme for the local community and an   
income generating project for single mothers who are HIV+ve. 
Another student whose name I can’t mention for security      
reasons, comes from the horn of Africa; he broadcasts     
Christian radio programmes into Somalia, one of the most    
fundamentalist Muslim countries in the world. 

So what have we learnt as     
a family over the last eight 
years of Christian service in 
Africa? As I’ve reflected on 
that question let me highlight 
three areas that have         
especially struck me. 

First of all, I have learnt how 
radically different Christianity 
is from the other religions of 
the world. Islam, Hinduism, 
African Traditional Religion, 
all of these are what I call 
“two letter” religions. Those two letters are “DO!”  As your    
Rector Rev. Bob Politt highlighted so ably in a newsletter last 
year, Islam is a religion that tells its followers what they must 
do if they are to please God. The pillars of    Islam are a list of 
do’s and don’ts. The other great religions of the world follow
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this lead, telling their followers what they must do if they are to 
please their god. Christianity, on the other hand, is a “four    
letter” faith. While the other religions say “DO” the message   
of Christianity is “DONE!” Christianity promises us that we can 
have a close personal relationship with God not because of 
anything we do, but because of  what Jesus has done for us. 
Only Christianity promises us a guaranteed future with God 
based on what someone else  has done for us, rather than on 
what we have to do to earn the right to be there. Jesus offers 
us that future as a free gift. All we have to do is to accept it. 

The second wonderful lesson that I have learnt is that      
Christians throughout the world are united by their faith in    
Jesus. I travelled to Africa as a teacher, but have been more of 
a learner for most of that time. It has been a humbling experi-
ence to 
live and 
work with 
people 
who are 
materially 
poor but 
spiritually 
rich. I 
guess   
Jesus 
knew what 
he was 
talking 
about 
when he 
said it is    easier to get a camel through the eye of needle than 
to get a rich man into the kingdom of heaven. One of my stu-
dents was once invited to go and preach at a church on the 
other side of Nairobi. He accepted the invitation, but didn’t 
have enough money for the 
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money for the bus fare. He was down to his last few coins. 
Undaunted, he got on the bus and asked to be taken as far  
as his pennies would allow. He got off half way to his        
destination, stood in the road and said a prayer. “Please    
Father God,”  he said “if you want me to preach at St Mary’s 
this morning you’re going to have to do something about it.” 
He opened his eyes to see a low denomination bank note 
blowing towards him down the street. It was just enough to 
get him to church and back home afterwards, leaving him 
with the same amount left over that he had had to start with.  
I have been deeply humbled to learn from the immense faith 
of many of my Kenyan brothers and sisters.

The third lesson that I’ve learnt is that God can be trusted 
through the dark and painful times. We’ve had some difficult 
experiences over the last eight years. Some of those will    
be things that we share with many of you – family illness,  
bereavement and other day to day trials of life on earth. 
Some of our experiences are more unique to life in Africa –
the daily exposure to extreme poverty, living with insecurity 
and uncertainty. A few years back my wife and I experienced 
a car hijack and were abducted at gun point to spend two 
hours locked in the boot of a saloon car. It’s a good job we’re 
thin! Through all these experiences we have learned that 
God is good and can be trusted. He loves us and cares for 
us. You might think that it doesn’t sound as though that is 
true. I can’t explain it in words of logic and rationality – but it’s 
been my experience nonetheless.

Rev Canon Dr David Williams and his family work in Nairobi, 
Kenya, with Crosslinks. David is the son of Drs John and Gill 
Williams.



26

cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

Does this sound familiar?
CROWNING GLORY BACK HOME - AT A COST OF £1,100
“A familiar landmark in the village 
has  been given a new look,  at a cost 
of around £1,100.  The weathervane, 
re-gilded and repaired, is back on top 
of St. Leonard’s  Church spire after    
an absence of 15 years , and the spire 
itself has now been re-shingled for the 
firs t time s ince it was built, 100 years  
ago.
The weathervane, given to the church 
in 1902 to mark the coronation of   
Edward VII, represents  the coronation regalia - the crown, orb and 
sceptre and Royal  Standard.  It was taken off the spire in 1957,     
because it was in  danger of falling off.
The oak shingles (tiles ) on the spire have been  replaced with         
Canadian cedar ones  and an open air thanksgiving ceremony, at 
which the Basingstoke Salvation Army band played, was held in the 
churchyard to celebrate the end of the work.”
From the Basingstoke Gazette of June 1972

A Very Rare Find on the Village Green
A very rare plant with jet black flowers has been found on the 
Village Green.  Only three other plants of this species, known 
by the Latin name , have ever been found.  
We understand that a bus load of flower experts from Kew  
Gardens have secretly visited the site and were very excited. 
“It’s worth a fortune” said one of them. So far the national 
press have not been told, but we understand that a foremost 
botanical magazine has found out and has secretly offered a 
two figure sum (only known to members of the Parish  Council) 
for exclusive rights to publish pictures of this very rare little 
plant.  More news about this amazing find next month.
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Major Engineering Work in the Basingstoke Area
Good Friday  6 April - Sunda y 15 April 200 7

Over the Easter period, Netw ork Rail w ill be un derta king major         
engineerin g w ork in the  Basin gsto ke area. Dur ing the  10 day        
blockad e, extensive diversio ns and ra il replacement buses w ill oper ate 
in the surround ing area. This £130 million project w ill complete ly     
overhau l the sign alling infrastructure and w ill result in a better, more 
reliab le tra in  service.  Be  prep ared  for massive disruption.

Buse s will replace trains on the following services :
6 - 9 April and 14 & 15 April: Andover to Far nboro ug h/Woking,        
Winchester/Mic he ldever to Far nbor ough/Woking

10 - 13 April: Andover to  Winchfield, Winchester/Mich eldever to  
Winchf ield

6 - 15 Apr il: Winchester to Reading.

More  Inform ation?
For more informat ion please ask a member of staff , telepho ne        
Netw ork Rail Customer Service Centre on 0845 600 0 650 or vis it  
www.southw esttrains.co.uk

ADVANCED NOTICE
Hartley Wespall Regatta 2007

Sunday 10th June
at Hartley Mill 

Start designing your sailing boats 
NOW!!!

The Friends of Hartley Wespall

www.southwesttrains.co.uk


30

FRED BERNTSEN        
HONOURED

Our picture shows a special 
presentation being made to 
Fred Berntsen at Wolves 
football stadium by Steve 
Bull and Andy Thompson in 
honour of Fred’s services to 
Loddon Sports FC.
Fred is flanked by two  
players and Tony Hatherall 
from Bramley.

Fred set up the Loddon 
Sports Junior Football Club 
in 1973 and is still club 
secretary 34 years later.

In that time the club have produced star players like Rowan Vine 
(£2.3 million player for Birmingham City) while at the same time 
encouraged many thousands of players from 6 to 16 year olds to 
take part in the sport, and for all that time Fred has been at the 
helm and running some of the teams.

Fred is a lifelong Wolves fan and LoddonSports would like to 
thank Fred for his incredible service and commitment to football 
in the village.  In recognition of his dedication and service he  
has been presented with a Wolves team shirt signed by all the 
players. 
Thank you Fred from everyone involved, both past and present, 
from Loddon Sports
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Sherfield 
and District
Garden Club

New members are always welcome.

We meet on the 3rd Monday of the month in the               
Liddell Hall at Sherfield Village Hall at  8.00 pm.

Future Meetings
16th April - A talk by Alan Gould from Henry Street 

on hanging baskets.

For further details phone Linda on (01256) 882341
cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc

RNLI.  The Mortimer & District Branch’s Plant       
Sale will be held on Saturday 5th May, at St. John’s Hall, 
Mortimer, from 10.30am to 3.30pm. The sale is earlier than 
usual this year and we hope you will support us once again. 
Perhaps those of you with green fingers might consider   
taking a few extra cuttings and planting an extra box or   
two of seeds to help the  Lifeboats.  We welcome annuals, 
herbaceous plants, small shrubs, vegetable plants, herbs 
and indoor plants. We are also looking for garden tools and 
garden ornaments. 
If you can help please phone either of the following      
numbers :-  01189 883425 or  01256 881540
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The Women’s Institute            
Reported by Ilene Iles

Our President, Ria Stocks, w elcomed everyone on such a nice day,  
especially Molly Tho mpson vis iting f ro m Norfolk, and infor med us      
that "w inter is  offic ially over". She w ent on to say that, very sadly, Mary 
Watson had passed aw ay and she w ould be sorely missed. A don ation 
w ill be made to De nma n in her memory.

Tess Morris reminde d everyone about the Craft and Cookery Show       
at our May Meeting and e ncourage d everyone to enter so mething.        
She h as the entry forms and th ese must be back by the next meeting   
in April. Doris L'Enfant suggested that those doing embroidery or    
cross-stitch etc., for the tablecloth could enter their w ork. She also   
mentioned that sh e and Joyce Raw linson w ere preparing kits for the 
work for the tablecloth and a few  w ere ready.Those w ishing to `do their 
ow n thing' should contact Doris for materials.

Sylvia Reynolds h ad recently a ttend ed a co urse at Denman and  
brought her w ork - a framed Silk Ribbon Embr oid ery Picture - w hich  
was absolutely stunn ing.

Af ter the business meeting, Mr Dennis Brig ht entertained us w ith a very 
interesting ta lk and b eaut iful slides on the  "Valley of  the Barn Ow ls '. 
(The `Valley' be ing the Test Valley and flood plain.) He explained that 
the birds are approximate ly 13 inches from head to tail an d nest in holes 
in trees.  Dur ing th e storms in 1987 w e lost approximate ly three quarters 
of a million  trees and more in 1 989 and this had a devastating ef fect    
for the ow ls.  Mr Bright, w ith help , is overco ming th is problem by       
constructing nestin g boxes f rom tea chests an d now  has 50-60 nesting 
pairs.  The project is  to increase the  pop ulation of  ow ls to 3,000 over  
the next 12 years. The ow ls also suffered w hen the hedgerows w ere 
uprooted and their food supply - hedg erow  voles - became very scarce. 
Luckily the farmers are now  being paid to replant the hedgerow s.        
Mr Brigh t concluded by saying that he be lieves the Barn Ow ls could be 
the `phoenix' of  the century.

Tea and our raf fle follow ed. The next Me eting w ill be on               
Wedn esday, 4th April 2007.
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  The monthly meeting was held on March 5th.  The    
  speaker for the meeting was Mr. Gerald Merritt, the 
  secretary of the Basingstoke and Deane Over 55’s  
 Forum.  He gave a very informative and interesting 
talk, relating to the various support and facilities       
available through the Forum.  This was well received by 

the audience, resulting in several Evergreen members applying 
to join the Over 55’s Forum.

The Evergreens Spring Fayre is being held on Saturday April 
7th in Sherfield Village Hall commencing at 2pm.  Do come and 
join us for afternoon tea and help to support the club.

The Club Treasurer Mr. Percy Sims has decided to stand  
down which means the Evergreens are in urgent need of a   
replacement.  This, and the post of Secretary urgently need 
filling.  Anyone interested should contact me on 882798.  Our 
next meeting will be held on Monday April 2nd at 2 pm

EVERGREEN CLUB for the over 60s
Reporter – Jean Berntsen (Chairperson)

THE NEXT WHIST DRIVE
is on

Friday 13th April
At 7.30pm in

Sherfield Village Hall
Admission £1.50

ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccc
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Reported by Gill Fearon

At our last meeting we had a speaker from ‘Trading Standar ds’ 
who gav e a talk on doorstep crime.  Philip Mills spoke about  
distraction burglary, where someone knocks at your door,    
persuades you to invite him in and engages you in conversation 
in a room while an accomplice gains entry and steals money   
and items such as jewellery.  Another type of cri me is where 
callers offer to carry out work or repairs on your house and 
quote a sum of money, then after having commenced wor k,    
demand mor e money by saying that there has been a            
mis-understanding.  In some alarming cases, householders have 
been taken to the bank to draw out the necessary money.  He 
also highlighted the pr oblem of what he called ‘duffle-bag  
sellers’ going from door to door telling people that they are  
out of prison/on the dole/deaf and dumb to gain sympathy and 
encourage us ‘guilty householders’ to part with our money and 
buy something, often t hings which are sub-standard or faulty.  
When these people are touring the neighbour hood there is 
more crime than usual.

We all found the talk extremely enlightening and interesting.  
Trading Standar ds work very closely with the police and have  
a ‘Quick Response Team’ who can be called upon in a difficult 
situation.  We were told how to choose a reliable trades man, 
how to stop or reduce junk mail and telephone calls and how to 
make our homes more secure.  Trading Standards will talk to 
any group free of charge.  Just call them on 01962 846232.

Our next meeting will be a discussion on a book which we have 
all read.
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NO TRIVIAL MATTER FOR    
LODDON PLAYERS

The Loddon Players are looking forward to 
the ir return to the Sherfield Village Hall with 
the ir fourth product ion “Trivial Pursuit s” by 
Frank V ickery on Friday 27th April, Saturday 
28th April and Sunday 29th April (mat inee).

The leading lights of the T realow and Dist rict  Operatic Society 
meet for a summer evening’s barbeque at  Nick’s, the society’s   
business manager’s house. Next seasons play is being announced 
and whilst  w ait ing for one remaining member to arrive they play a 
game of T rivial Pursuit s.  As the evening progresses everyone has 
far too much to drink and some members t ry to influence Nick’s 
choice of the new product ion by all sorts of devious means.  Each 
character’s foible and talents are exposed; Joyce, once talented 
act ress is a fading alcoholic; Teddy is sweet  but  also st rident; 
Derek is pathetic but loveable and cannot get  used to his          
impending divorce from Deidre who arrives at the party with a 
new man. 

The complex relationships between players emerge as moments  
of pure slapstick and farce alternate w ith moments full of drama 
and pathos. There are many mishaps and not  every hitch is re-
solved but  we leave the Society intact  and its members ready for 
another season test ing the magic that is theatre. 

If you are interested in joining the Loddon Players as an actor     
or he lping w ith backstage/front of house, please contact  Chris 
Horton on 01256 882426.

For t icket  sales please contact Sally Hennessey 01256 880224

Friday and Saturday 7.30pm t ickets £8.00 Sunday 3.00pm t ickets 
£4.00



smoking restaurant                                          smoking restaurant                                          

42

C
R
O
S
S
W
O
R
D

CLUES AC ROSS ;
4.   RECESS FOR CHURCH VESSELS (6)
5.   SENIOR CHURCHMAN (4)
7.   LETT ER (7)
10. SHIP (5)  
11. HERMIT  (7)
12. HAPPEN (5 ) 
14. OLD (7) 
15. OT  LADY (5)
16. SHAKESPEARE AN CHARACTER (7)
20. BITT ER PAIN (5 )
21. UNDERHAND QUAL ITY (7)
22. FINE POWDERY MAT ERIAL (4)
23. THREATEN (6)

CLUES DOWN;
1.   ENTERTAIN (5)
2.   WORKER (5)
3.   PRAYER (7)
4.   SNAKES (4 )
6.   OT  BOOK (6)
8.   THREE IN ONE (7)
9.   GROUPS OF TERRIT ORIES (7)
10.  W IT HOUT  EMOTION (7)
13. MEASURE D (6)
14. IN THE MIDDLE OF (7)
17. ANIM AL (5)
18. BEGINNING (5)
19. EMPLOYED (4)

AN SWE RS TO CR OSSWORD 51

AC ROSS ; 1.CHANT 4.BOND AGE 8.RESPITE 9.LOVES 10.SEER 11.ADA 
12.AN NE 15.LENT 16.GLUE 18.SIZE 19.O DE 20.STIR 24.RERUN 25.EFFEND I 
26.EASIEST  27.SHRUG  
DOWN; 1.CHRIST MAS TREE 2.AISLE 3.THIN 4.BLEEDS 5.NILE 
6.ADV ANC E 7.EASTER MORNIN G 13.ONE 14.EL I 15.LAZARUS 17.ADVENT 
21.TENOR 22.ONCE 23.EFT S

52



45

Loddon Valley Link Management Committee

Se cretary:                               Esme  Ward
                 28 Pound Mead ow ,  

                                                 Sherf ield on Loddon , 
                                                 Hoo k RG27 OEP  
                                                 Te l. 01256 880503

         email: geoc.w ard@bt internet.co m

         Wins ton Bruce
         18  Longbr idge Close
         Sherf ield on Lodd on                                                                                                    
         Hook.  RG2 7 0DQ
         Te l. 0 1256 8 83277
    email: w in.bruce@t iscali.co.uk

Adve rtising:
Ple as e call Wins ton 
for  all advertis ing              
enquir ies . Last day   
for MAY sm al l  ads. is  
Monday 9th April.          

Chairman:                              Dr . Don ald Daws on    Tel. 8 82 379
De puty Chairman:                 Re vd. Bob Pol itt         Tel. 8 82 209
Hartley Repre se ntative :        Dr . John Will iams       Tel. 8 82705
Stratfie ld Re presentative      Mr. Eric Price              Tel: 8 81402
Sherfie ld Park  Rep:               Mr Chris Wright   Tel:  88 0436
                                email:  chrisw right@dartw ood.w anado o.co.uk

Editor for August/Sept.   Shee na Archer 
double issue & Octo ber          1, Orchard L ea
                                                  Sherf ield on Lod do n, 
                                                  Hook RG27 0ES
                                                  Tel: 01256 882099
                                             e mail: sheenaarcher @bt internet.co m

Editor for the Claire Osborne
Jun e & July 07  47, War bleton Ro ad        
Issues              Chineham
     Basingsto ke
     RG24 8 RF         
     Tel: 01 256 32445 8                                                            
                         ema il:  guyclaire@u ko nline.co.u k

Editor for the                           Brian Arche r
May 0 7 issue                         1 Orch ard L ea

           Sherf ield on Loddon
           Hook  RG27 0ES
           Tel. 012 56 882 09 9                   
      ema il:  br ianarcher @bt internet.co m

NB. The  final d ate for
i tems for MAY issue is 
Monday 16th April
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CHURCH OFFICERS
Rector:        Reverend Bob Politt, 
                             33 Northfield Road ,                       
                             Sherfield on Loddon. RG27 0DR

       Tel. 01256-882209
                    Kindly note the Rector’s day off is Thursday.

Readers:         Mr. Richard Elphick    Tel. 01256-882860
        Dr. John Williams    Tel. 01256-882705

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, SHERFIELD ON LODDON
Churchwardens: Mrs. Gill Austin              Tel. 01256-882364

        Dr. Donald Dawson    Tel. 01256-882379

Treasurer:        Mr. Stephen Hemmings  Tel.01256-882523

Organists:         Mr. Mike Abrams           Tel. 01256-881188
        Mr. Brian Archer            Tel. 01256-882099
        Mrs. Peggy Willson    Tel. 01256-880503

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE
Churchwarden:   Mr. Roy Best              Tel. 01189-882422

Treasurer:         Mr Robert Craig            Tel: 01256-882253

Organist:         Mrs. Fran Oliver    Tel. 01189-268364 

ST.MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL
Churchwardens: Mr Pip Iles              Tel. 01256-880559                                                                                      
                              Dr. John Williams         Tel. 01256-882705

Treasurer:         Mr. Michael Webster     Tel. 01256-882413

Organist:         Dr. Gill Williams    Tel. 01256-882705


