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SERVICES FOR JUNE 2006

Sunday   4th JUNE                     PENTECOST
10.00am Holy Communion St Leon ard’s, Sherf ield
10.00am Short  Family Communion    St Mary’s, Stratf ie ld Saye *

          by extension
 6.30pm Evensong w ith Communion  St Mary’s, Hartley Wespall

Tuesday 6 th Ju ne 8.00pm  Pr ayer Meet ing at Holt Cottage, Sherfield     
                                                                                            (Tel. 8825 23)

Sunday   11th JUNE                   Tr inity Sunda y
11.00am BENEFICE SONGS OF PRAISE
                        SHERFIELD GREEN w ith TA DLEY CONCERT BRASS
                        FOLL OWED BY A PICNIC ON THE GREEN                                                                       

Sunday 18t h JUNE        Tr inity 1 
10.30am BENEFICE CONFIRMATION SERVICE

ST LEONARD’S,   SHERFIEL D
w ith THE BISHOP OF BASINGSTOKE

12.30am          follow ed by BENEFICE B-B- Q at LAWN FARMHOUSE
                        Se e page  10 for details.
Sunday  25t h JUNE         Tr inity 2
  8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)  St Mary’s, Hartley Wespall
10.00am Family Service  St Leonard’s, Sherf ield
11.15am Holy Communion (BCP)  St Mary’s, Stratfield  Saye*

We dnesday 28 th at 4.00pm  Tod dlers Gro up St Leo nard’s, Sherf ield

Sunday  2nd  JULY       Tr inity 3
10.00am Holy Communion   St Leo nard’s, Sherf ie ld
10.00am Short  Family Serv ice      St Mary’s, Stra tf ield Saye *
  6.30pm Evensong w ith Communion    St Mary’s, Hartley Wespa ll

[*Drive up close to the w hite g ates, w hich w ill o pe n automat ically]
( BCP=  Bo ok of  Common Pr ayer )
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What Ever Happened to Joy?

When I was a curate in London I used to visit a lady called 
Brenda. She was in her late 40’s and suffered with chronic 
osteoarthritis. Her condition was so bad that she had to have 
the vertebrae in her neck fused together, her head being in 
traction for many days. Brenda was fortunate in having an 
amazingly loving and caring husband to support her. One day 
I plucked up the courage to ask her how she coped within 
herself and I’ve never forgotten her answer.
We were in her front sitting room and she said, “ I watch the 
people rushing past my window but I have to take life very 
slowly. The crumbs of life that most people jump over I feed 
upon. I’ve learned to find joy in the little things of life.”

I’ve just looked up the word ‘joy’ in the small concordance at 
the back of my Bible - a concordance is a reference book 
which tells you where to find a word in the Bible. I was 
amazed to find over 200 references to the word ‘joy’. I also 
looked up the word ‘happiness’ and found less than 30.

Today people often speak about wanting to be happy or 
searching for happiness; Ken Dodd used to sing about it. I’m 
sure I heard on the radio recently that school children might 
even be given lessons in how to be happy.

Happiness and joy are not the same.  Brenda was not happy 
with her condition but going to visit her was never a chore  
because she was so full of joy. Happiness is illusive and    
totally dependent upon circumstances, whereas joy is a   
condition of the heart, whatever the world throws at you. 

One of the fruits of God’s Holy Spirit is joy. On the night     
before Jesus died, knowing what was before him, he said to 
his disciples: “I have told you this so that my joy may be in 
you and that your joy may be complete.” (John 15:11)     
Complete joy. Now that is something!   Christian greetings,



 3

Roman Catholic Mass at Breach Lane Chapel 
every Sunday at 8.45am.
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Parish Register 
Baptisms

Lauren BIRD 21-05-06 Sherfield                
Sullivan BIRD 21-05-06 Sherfield

Weddings
Emma STEVENS and Amery SAINT                                           

26-05-06 at Sherfield 

Funerals
Roy OSMAN   3-05-06 Sherfield

Toddler Time
WEDNESDAY 28th JUNE

4.00-4.30pm 
St Leonard’s Church, Sherfield
Nursery Rhymes, Story, Prayer

Healthy refreshments for the toddlers.
Meet on the red carpet in church

All welcome!
Contact Revd Bob Politt for information.

01256 882209 

Calor 10th Anniversary Competition
From Lucy Marshal (Clerk to the Parish Council)

Just as this magazine goes to press, Lucy has received the 
news that Sherfield on Loddon was not successful in      

getting to the final round of the competition.
Thank you to all involved … maybe next time!
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Informal Monthly Saturday Worship
Over the last six months these occa sions have provided an opportuni ty for 
people to try a  di fferent approach to  worship. The attendance has been     
encouraging, around15-20 people, and i t has been a helpfu l time of learn ing 
and growing together. The difficulty, as with  al l groups, is to  mainta in the   
momentum .
A sign ificant num ber of people have pointed out that they are find ing          
Saturdays increasingly d ifficul t to keep free, so I have suggested that we stop 
these meetings, certa inly over the sum mer months, and rethink and pray for 
the right way forward.
One suggestion for the future is an in formal , month ly Prayer M eeting. Wi th 
this in  mind, a  date has been arranged for T uesday 6th June, 8 .00-9.00pm, 
Hol t Cottage, Bramley Road, Sherfield , the home of Anne and Steve       
Hemmings (01256-882523). T he same princip le applies, al l Christians,      
regard less of denomination, are welcome to join  wi th us for in formal  prayer.                         
Revd Bob Poli tt

SONGS OF PRAISE
on

Sherfield Village Green
at

11.00am on Sunday 11th June 2006
with

TADLEY CONCERT 
BRASS

Conductor: Paul Chapman

followed by 
PICNIC ON THE GREEN

Some seati ng will be availabl e. You are welcome to bring your own 
chairs and pets.  Pl ease keep dogs on a leads. Please provide your own 

picni c. If the wea ther i s i nclement the s ervice w ill be in the hall.
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Text for the Month
Ro mans 1 5 : 13

May the  God of  hope f ill  yo u w ith all joy  and peace as you tr ust in  h im,  so 
that you may overflow  w ith hope by the pow er of  the Holy Spirit. 

The NIV  Bible

Prayer for the Month.
Holy Sp irit,  you are alw ays moving, daily seeking to le ad us into tr uth,  
constant ly striv ing to brea k through th e w alls w e erect against yo u. You 
w ant to deepen our faith, strengthen our commitment, and en large  our  
v is ion, yet, time a nd again, w e allow  a lack of  exp ectat ion to frustrate yo ur 
purpose . We re joice that yo u are  able  to use ordin ary people like us,    
provided w e are rea dy to se e beyond  our ow n limite d horizons and  to 
overcome our dou bts and prejudic es. Forg ive us, Lord , for be ing c losed to 
your l ife-giv ing presence As you c ame  at Pentecost, co me a ga in today.
Thr ough Jesus Christ our Lor d,  w e pray.  Amen

Prayer Points for June
Giv e thanks for the success of the Flow er Festival at Hart ley Wespall and 
for Percy’s Pla nt and Da isy’s Cake sale, for the fellow ship the occasions 
gener ated an d the funds that they raised.
Pray for God’s blessing  on all the var ious v il lage act ivit ies due 
to happ en this month.
The Sherf ield and  Hart ley Wesp all fetes, the Songs of  Praise
 on Sherfie ld Gr een an d the benefice  BBQ at  Law n Farmhouse.
Pray for those to be co nf irmed  at St. Le onar d’s on Jun e 
18th an d for Bishop Tr evor as he teaches yo ur w ord on that d ay. 
 Pray for peace in o ur troubled w orld especially  in the w hole 
of the Middle East.
Pray for all th e ch ildren ta king exams this month.

Benefice Confirmation Service
Sunday  18th June

10.30 am
St Le onard’s Church, She rfield on Loddon

w ith
Rt . Revd. Trevor Willmott

Bishop of  Basingsto ke

The Benef ice BBQ a t Law n Far m follow s.  See Page 10 for deta ils.
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SHERFIELD SUMMER FETE 
Saturday 10th June  
12.30pm to 4.30 pm

NOTE!!  THERE WILL BE TWO LARGE PLASMA 
SCREENS TO WATCH THE WORLD CUP MATCH!   

For details, see the free Fete programme 
which is being delivered with this magazine.

BENEFICE WIDE B-B-Q
EVERYONE WELCOME

at
LAWN FARMHOUSE 
STRATFIELD TURGIS

12.30pm
SUNDAY 18th JUNE

FAMILIES with CHILDREN WELCOME

RSVP to either Gill or John Williams(882705)
Offers of help with food please to Gill (882705) 

LONGBRIDGE MILL
The brickwork of the weir at the mill is about to undergo  

extensive repair.  During that time it w ill not be possible to 
turn the mill wheel.  Please watch out for the notice at the   

entrance to know when the next Milling Day will be. 
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Editorial
Once again, there was more material to pack 
into this edition than a staple can be          
expected to hold…….such a lot going on in the 
villages!  The next issue is a combined July 
and August edition, the deadline for articles and             
advertisements for that being June 16th.  Please contact 
Winston Bruce for advertising and myself with copy and 
pictures of activities and events.  See contact details for 
both of us on page 49. 
Each month we need to print extra copies as new residents 
come to Sherfield Park.  We now  distribute 105 magazines 
there which is 10% of our circulation.  Chris Wright is our 
representative there.  He lives at 24, Otterbourne Walk 
and is looking for anyone who is interested in helping with 
deliveries of the magazine.  We would also welcome anyone 
who would like to help on the production team.  Chris’s    
telephone number is listed on page 49.
A programme for the fete on Saturday 10th June is being 
delivered with this magazine, so see you there hopefully in 
lovely sunny weather.                         Sheena Archer. Editor

Please No te
i The Manage ment Co mmittee of the Loddon Link cannot accept for         

publication any item received anonymously.   P lease supply your na me and 
addre ss with  material you wish to be conside red for pub lication.

i Announce ment s, invitations o r advertise ment s cannot be accepted fro m  
third parties.  Only someone directly involved in the even t shou ld sub mit  
copy for consideration for  pub lication.

i Please note t hat t he Co mmittee cannot b e held re sponsible for the             
reliability o r quality of any work or service provide d by advertise rs.   
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hank you.      Thank you.    Thank you.

 Percy’s Plant
 and Daisy’s 
 Cake Sale

Thank you to all 
those who helped in so many ways to make this event 
such a  success.  
The grand total of £672.90 net. was achieved towards 

the St. Leonard’s restoration fund.  
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hank you.       Thank you.    Thank you.

Flower Festival
St. Mary’s Church, Hartley Wespall

On behalf of the Hartley Wespall Church Council, we 
would like to thank all those who helped in any way with 
the flower festival on 6/7th May and also all those who 

visited the Church.
We are delighted to report that a total of £603.86 was 

collected, all of w hich will go tow ards the upkeep of 
St. Mary’s.  Churchwardens John Williams and Pip Iles.

Thank you.     Thank you.    Thank you.
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HARTLEY WESPALL PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

on 
Monday, 5th June 2006 at 8.00pm 

in the Liddell Hall, Sherfield on Loddon.

THE FRIENDS OF 
HARTLEY WESPALL

VILLAGE FETE
SUNDAY 25TH JUNE FROM 

2.00 pm

On THE VILLAGE GREEN, HARTLEY WESPALL

Attractions will include:
Tombola and raffle  .  Bowling for a pig  .  Children’s games

Welly throwing  .  Apple bobbing  .  Hoopla
Display of Newfoundland dogs

Teas, cake stall and refreshments

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE
PLEASE NOTE CHANGES

One Stop Only
Near Sherfield on Loddon Village Hall

On Fridays from 3.25 to 3.50 pm
June 16th and 30th
July 14th and 28th

August 11th and 25th
September 8th and 22nd
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CONSULTATION ON NEW COMMUNITY FACILITY
Consultation on the architects floor plans and elevations for 
the new community facility at Sherfield Park will begin week 

commencing 12 June 2006 and continue until Friday 21 
July.  Details can be found on the Council’s website at 

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/community/comcentres/
consultnewcc/taylorsfarm.htm.

Council officers will be at Sherfield Park with the Council 
trailer on Saturday 17 June 10.00am – noon and at       

Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Hall on Wednesday 21 June 
7.30pm-9.30pm with the drawings.  Feedback on the results 

of the consultation can be found on the website from      
Monday 31 July.

For further information please contact Sandy Pearcey,   
Community Development Officer, Basingstoke & Deane  

Borough Council on 01256 845666 or email 
sandy.pearcey@basingstoke.gov.uk.

ANOTHER AFTERNOON AT POND COTTAGE
Saturday 1st July
2.30—4.30 pm
In aid of the Loddon 

School an d the  Lifeboa ts 
(RNLI)

Opened by John Nettles of “Midsommer Murders” 
Bric.a.Brac, Books, Toys, Videos/CDs, Raffle.

Entranc e of 
£2.50 includes 

tea.
Chi ldren fre e

www.basingstoke.gov.uk/community/comcentres/


20

More people are needed to keep 
the bells ringing at St Leonard’s 
Church.

Almost anyone over the age of 13 
can learn this ancient skill among 
a friendly local band with the  
opportunity to ring almost any 
church bells in the country.

Silent Bells?

Contrary to popular believe, ringing is not strenuous; 
requires no musical skill and attending Church Services 
is  optional.

We run teaching sessions on Thursday evenings and 
ring on Sunday mornings.

Young or old, if you would like to join us, please contact 
Chris Ford on 01256 470174 to arrange a no obligation 
visit to the tower.

THANK YOU
from Don and Jean Carruthers of Stratfie ld Saye

I would like to pay a huge “Thank You”  to all our friends and 
neighbours for their kindness, help and support since our car   
accident on 13th February 2006.  We have been shown kindness 
beyond words.  So many people have either been to see us or 
have asked how Don is, whilst I have been out and about.   The 
healing process is very slow at the moment, but Don is  keeping 
positive and cheerful. 
Thank you all for your prayers, especially Nell Cracknel, Charles 
Veitch.  Thanks also to Rob Politt, Richard and my family.
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Saturday 3rd June 2006
10.00 am – 12.00 noon.

Broadlands, 
Reading Road
Sherfield on Loddon

Admission by donation to include coffee, tea or soft drink
Bring and Buy to include cakes

Raffle
Art work

Original water colours by Donald Dawson 
(from w hich the greet ings cards so ld at St . Leonard’s Church w ere  taken), 

will be on exhibition and offered for sale.
 One will be a raffle prize.  

Further art work for sale 
by members o f the Stratfield Saye Art  Class

In aid of the St. Leonard’s Church 
Restoration Fund
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SNIPPETS 
STOLEN TRAILERS
The County Watch Officer has instructed his colleagues to stop and 
check vehicles towing trailers, as some have been stolen.  If you 
have a trailer, be aware of its chassis number, so it is more likely to 
be returned to you should it be stolen and recovered.  This can 
should also apply to garden machinery .
PUBLIC TRANSPORT HELP
Impartial journey planning help from “traveline” 08706082608
                                                       or www.traveline.org.uk

RED CROSS WEEK
Collect ions a mounted to :  
Hartley Wespall £17 1.3 5 : Sherf ield  £403.80 :  Stratf ield Saye £13 8.50. 
Total £7 13.65
Sarah Godfrey w ishes to tha nk a ll those  w ho collected and  do nated.



The following three weeks was 
the most nerve wracking     
period of my life!  I lost nearly 
a stone in weight, which was 
no bad thing!  My brief was to   
design and build a show     
garden using my chosen  
painting as an inspiration. 
While still working each day at 
Loddon School I had to source 
and buy all my required plants,      
materials, hard landscaping 
and tools, all to fit within the  

A GARDENING BUG! 
(Part 2)

by Terry Raisborough

The theme for the final of Gardener of The Year 2004 was based 
on ‘Art in the Garden’ and inspired by an exhibition in the Tate 
Gallery.  
My first assignment was to pick one out of forty paintings chosen 
by the judges and design a garden inspired by that image.  That 
night I did not sleep, I endlessly stared at 40 tiny images, 1ins x 
1ins downloaded from the internet.  At 6.00am I had made my  
final decision and had sketched a rough design based on the 
painting ‘Four Dancers’ by the famous artist Edgar Degas. 

BBC budget of £1,000.  My thanks to all suppliers who gave me       
tremendous support and huge discounts!
I chose my colleague Micky Gouldthorpe, who works with me at 
Loddon School as senior grounds man, to be my assistant on the 
program.  Brian might be a dab hand around the house, but a 
gardener he ain’t!  On Friday 3rd September, Micky and I set off 
in our shiny new van, courtesy of the BBC, filled to the brim with 
all our plants and materials, and made our way to the Birming-
ham Botanical Gardens where we would build our gardens.  As I 
waved goodbye to Brian, I wondered what was in store.  

24
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As it turned out it was to be a most exciting but tiring four days!

The other four contestants and helpers were a mixed bunch but 
as the days progressed we all became very friendly and            
exceptionally helpful towards one another.  It’s amazing how    
tension and nervous apprehension can draw people together!  
The event was made even more pleasurable as the BBC had   
accommodated all of us in a plush hotel in Birmingham.  I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank you all as BBC license fee 
payers for our luxurious stay!  It was wonderful!

On Saturday morning 4th September, we were introduced to 
Monty Don, BBC Gardeners World presenter, the programme   
director, together with the filming crew of approximately ten     
personnel.  The contestants and helpers were all fitted with tiny 
microphones costing over £1,000 each and told that we could be 
live on air at any time.  It was easy to forget this as at times a very 
relaxed atmosphere pervaded the whole set.  It was only on     
occasions after a visit to the loo that the sound man, a lovely man 
called Chris, would wander over and make a flippant comment 
about what he had heard!  
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Micky and I worked our fingers to the bone for the next three 
days building the garden.  Totally unexpectedly a camera would 
appear in front of us and a waving finger would signal that filming 
was about to begin.  Monty would make a beeline and ask    
awkward questions about the build.

To make matters more fraught we knew we had to undertake a 
Mastermind Challenge at some stage!  My chosen subject was 
tropical plants.  It was my misfortune that I was picked to go first.  
Without warning, I was led into a hothouse with a temperature in 
excess of 85c and was suddenly faced with Monty and the cam-
era crew!  He fired the questions and I only got one correct.  I 
obviously knew a lot less than I thought on tropical plants!  As I 
came out of the hothouse I was faced with another camera crew 
and the producer Rosemary asking how I had got on.  My reply 
just about made the bleep!  
That evening I was asked to make a video diary about my ex-
perience and feelings of the day.  It was then that I learned that 
filming was more about mistakes and emotions than about the 
end product.  On Monday 6th September the competitors were 
again unexpectedly pulled off site and told to wait for another 
new challenge! We were not told what this was!  We waited for 2 
hours getting ever more impatient – this was obviously a ploy to 
upset those of us who had too little time left with too much to do!  
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A play on emotions makes for good TV!  I was called into the 
greenhouse first, yet again, and was greeted by Monty and the 
camera crew who without warning immediately showed me a ta-
ble consisting of 5 plants and 10 plates of seeds.  I was told to 
match the correct plant to the correct plate of seeds within a time 
limit of two minutes.  This time, even without my glasses, I 
matched the seeds to the plants and came top!   Utopia!
We were given until 1.00pm on Tuesday 7th September to finish 
our gardens before judging took place.  The judging team were 
the gorgeous BBC Gardeners World presenter Chris Beardshaw, 
Adam Pascoe editor of Gardeners World magazine and Rachel 
de Thame, one of the previous presenters of BBC Gardeners 
World, who arrived with her baby in tow!  The competitors and  
assistants were shuffled out of sight and the judges started their 
considerations.

 As the judges judged each garden in turn, we were individually 
asked to sit by a TV monitor, with a pair of headphones on and 
told to listen in to the judges comments.  A camera crew filmed 
our every facial expression and the verbal ones too!  That made 
for good telly!!!  Apart from a few derogatory comments, I was 
very pleased with what I heard.  Others were not so lucky;      
however, we all survived unscathed and waited for the results 
with anticipation.  We waited for two hours for the judges          
deliberations as they had to take into account all the previous 
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scores, ie: the telephone quiz, the home garden, the inspiration 
and interpretation, the design, the show garden and the results 
from the two challenges.  

Members of the public were ushered in from all over the botanical 
gardens for the announcement to be made.  Champagne was 
poured and heart rates increased even more!  I achieved a      
coveted second place!  Runner up in a national TV competition, 
not bad for an amateur!

The programme was broadcast on BBC TV on Friday 17th Decem-
ber 2004.  I enjoyed reliving the whole experience with my family 
and friends.  The show gardens were left in situ in the botanical 
gardens for the public to view until August 2005 when the con-
tents were auctioned off and the proceeds given to charity.  
Wo uld I do it again?  Yes, I pr obably w ould as the  exper ience ta ught me 
so much, and in h indsight w as a very exciting eve nt !   I am not how ever 
permitted to enter this particular competition twice!

And no, I have not given up my day job, I still work full time at 
Loddon School. 

Brian and I will be opening our garden again to the public under 
the National Garden Scheme on Sunday 2nd July 2006, 1.00pm 
to 5.00pm, tea and cakes next door at Cathy’s. 
We look forward to seeing you all then!!! 
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www.sherfieldonloddon-pc.gov.uk
This magazine, and much more, can be seen online here.

SHERFIELD
PARISH COUNCIL

TENNIS COURTS
The courts have been pre-booked every Wednesday    
morning during term time, but will be available again at any 
time during school holidays.

PARKING IN BOW DRIVE
Residents will be pleased to know that, following a review, 
Bow Drive is to be one of three Residential Parking pilot 
schemes being carried out within the Borough.  There will be 
a period of consultation with residents shortly, and the     
Borough Council hopes to formulate an appropriate scheme 
by the end of July.

NEW SINGLE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER
101 is the new telephone number for the public to secure 

advice and action on community safety and anti-social      
behaviour issues.
The Single Non-Emergency Number (SNEN) was            

announced by the Home Office and the communications 
regulator Ofcom following a consultation exercise will      
radically change the way that people access services.
The service is designed to improve the delivery of non-

emergency services by ensuring a better co-ordinated re-
sponse by local agencies, while freeing up the 999 service to 
handle emergency incidents.
The number will be “rolled-out” over England and Wales by 
2008 so is not quite available yet!

www.sherfieldonloddon


30

SHERFIELD AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
Do you enjoy gardening?

Would you like to meet like minded people to swap ideas?
We ar e an informal club w ith m em bers abili ties ranging from little      

gar deni ng experience to pri ze wi nners and everyone in betw een!  We hav e 
a vari ed pr ogramme i ncluding talks from ex perts and garden visits.      
Di scount for members a t W hitewater Nursery, Heckfi el d and from 

Thompson and Mor gan s eed c atalogues.
New members are always welcome.

We meet on the 3r d Monday  of ea ch month i n the L i ddell Hall at      
Sherfiel d Vi llage Hall, a t 8.00pm.

Next Meetings
June 10 th The gar deni ng club will be havi ng a s tall a t the vi llage fete, 

where ther e wi ll be a wi de v ari ety of plan ts for sal e.
June 19th Tal k by Carol Nottage, “Desi gni ng and Bui ldi ng a Gar den for 

Chels ea”. 
For details contac t L inda on 0125 6 882341

We w ould like t o thank The Shop, Scats a nd Sherdons                           
for their kind s upport .

Tallest sunflower competition

Visit the Sherfield and District Gardening Club Stand 
at the fete on 10th June 

to collect your sunflower and entry form.

Category One—Aged 14 and under
Category Two—Aged 15 and over

First Prize in each category £15
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One of our recent meetings was  titled, 'Making a             
Difference' which was a discussion about people who have 
made a difference in the world.  It was a very broad theme 
and the list would be endless, but everyone thought of at 
least one person who they would nominate.  Some of the  
contenders were: John Tradescant who introduced and  
identified many new plants to Britain; Charles 
Darwin who developed the modern theory of evolution and 
the principle of natural selection; Marie Curie who           
discovered polonium and radiation; Marie Stopes who 
founded the first birth control clinic in London in 1921; 
Henry Ford w ho produced the first petrol driven car in 
1893; and Louis Braille w ho developed Braille to enable blind 
people to read.  As usual there was a lot of interesting     
discussion!
Early in May we visited Exbury Gardens with our husbands 
and met up with Gail and John Bannister who used to live in 
the village.  The gardens were beautiful with lots of        
rhododendrons and azaleas in bloom and we all enjoyed a pic-
nic by the Beaulieu river.  A return visit is planned in the   
Autumn as we all received a free ticket for October/
November.
Our most recent meeting was a discussion on poetry or 
prose which celebrates England.  More details next month.  
Our next event is our annual Safari Supper.
For more information on NWR, please ring me on 882106.

National Women’s Register
Reported by Gill Fearon
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STRATFIELD SAYE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
(Grants for Children and Young People)

The Foundation was established by George Pitt 
in 1739 and provides grants for children and 
young people under 18 in the Parishes of   
Stratfield Saye and Beech Hill.  The Trustees 
would like to encourage parents of Stratfield 
Saye and Beech Hill to make use of this historic 
charity.
All claims, with accompanying receipts, for    
extra curricular activities, where not provided by 
the Local Education Authority will be considered 
sympathetically.  The grant is not  means-tested 
and is available for activities such as:
Music and swimming tuition, residential and 
study courses, textbooks and special        
equipment etc.

Applications for grants must be received by: Roy Best,      
Clappers Farm, Grazeley, RG7 1JJ or Paul Sedgwick,       

Stratfield Saye Estates, Estate Office, Stratfield Saye, Near 
Reading, RG7 2BT, not later than Friday, 30th June 2006.  
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Village Hall Matters!

Diary Dates
Sat. 17 June 10:30
  Coffee Morning 

  Hog Roast &
Live Jazz Band
Saturday 8 July 

Casino Night
Saturday 28 October

60s & 70s Disco
Sat. 18 November 

  
Concert Band 

Sat. 16 December 

Coffee Morning  -  Sat. 17 June  
Open to all villagers

Come and have a coffee or cup of tea 
and meet friends and neighbours.  

Now organised by Jill Bingham, 
Secretary of NADFAS, Tel. 882416.

Well done to them both!
On Sunday 14th May, Jane 
and Natalie completed a 
sponsored walk to raise funds 

to go towards the Village Hall new 
Sound System.  
As many of the Hall user groups have 
generously donated monies towards 
this fund, we are nearly there!

If you would like to contribute, 
please contact Jane on 881979

2nd Great Hog Roast
& Live Jazz Band

   Saturday 8 July, 7.00 ‘til late
       at Sherfield Village Hall  

Tickets:    Adult £12.00    Child £6.00
The Shop, Post Office, Village Hall, Jane on 88197

  Proceeds to Village Hall                      Licensed bar

Buy early to avoid disappointment! 

Sherfie ld on  Loddon V ill age  Hall

Thanks to Tracy & Wendy 
for a very successful

 Beer Festival
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The Women’s Institute
Reported by Val Denny

Our main business was to discuss the resolutions for the annual 
WI conference in Cardiff.  As always, they are important, timely 
expressions of concerns many people have in this country.  We 
belong to an organisation which not only gives us friendship and 
entertainment but is a pressure group which politicians and the 
press respect.
Resolution 1  This meeting urges all levels of government to put 
in place legislation and policy requiring the use of renewable    
energy technologies in all new buildings, re-building and         
renovation.
Resolution2 This meeting urges H.M. Government to: 
a) Recognise that participation in sport is an essential factor in 

the creation of a healthy population.
b) Re-introduce competitive (main stream) sport into schools’ 

curricula.
c) Reverse the decline in sporting facilities for all citizens,     

bearing in mind the Olympics 2012.
Sylvia Reynolds and Kathleen Gaiger gave us some very          
interesting facts and figures from the notes issued by the National    
Committee.  We learnt a lot about the background to each     
resolution and then voted unanimously for them.  Our delegate 
takes that vote to Cardiff.
Sylvia reported on the Hampshire Spring Conference ….. .. a very 
good day out, at which the principal speaker had been Lars Tharp 
from the Antiques Road Show. (anecdotes and impersonations!)
This having been quite a demanding meeting, we were ready for 
our tea, sandwiches and some very scrummy cakes …… brain 
food I am sure! 
Next month we have 
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On May 8th the Club celebrated their 60th Birthday with a 
party which everyone enjoyed,. The cake was made and very 
kindly donated by Brenda Monger, one of our members.      
Michael Turvey entertained us with a good old sing along and 
a dance… if anyone wished to join in!  The Committee        
provided the tea which we all enjoyed.  We were pleased to 
meet some new members.

——oOo——

On May Day the club visited the Chelsea        
Pensioners Hospital  -  and how interesting it was.  
One of the pensioners took us around.  He was so 
interesting, explaining everything.  What a    
marvellous memory he had.  We were also pleased 
to meet John Owen, and ex-member of the Club 
who lived for many years in the village before  
retiring to Chelsea.

EVERGREEN CLUB
Reporter – Jean Wright

WHIST DRIVE
June 9th

at 7.30pm in 
Sherfield Village Hall

Admission £1.50
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Interesting and Historic Houses
Reported by Peggy Barker 

Redlands, Sherfield on Loddon.

Redlands became one hundred years old in March 2006.   
The house was built as a retirement home for the       
Reverend Alfred Gresley Barker, w ho sadly died before it 
was completed, but his widow was able to move in.
The house was built in three months by Boulton and Paul 
from Norfolk.  It is built entirely of wood apart from  
brick chimneys and foundations. In March 1906 it was the    
tallest three storey w ooden house, with a Norfolk Reed 
thatched roof, in England.
The Reverend Alfred Barker also purchased “The Old 
Rectory”, opposite the shop, so that future Rectors could 
live in the heart of the village.  Previously the rectory had 
been Drayton Manor (Loddon School) w hich, with a horse 
and a bicycle as the Rector’s transport,  had not been 
very  convenient. 

Redlands in April 1997
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LODDON PLAYERS “DAY OF RECKONING” REVIEW
Reported by Donald Dawson
Few could have reckoned  be-
forehand just how high a stan-
dard the Loddon Players 
would achieve in the         
presentation of their first full-
length play Day of Reckoning.                                  
This was an enormously    am-
bitious project for an   amateur 
production but was carried 
through with pace,  energy and 
humour that would have been the envy of many a professional 
cast.  The subject was topical for all those who have been     
involved in the preparation and running of a village fete, so 
there was a certain amount of identification with the               
exaggerated  exploits of the characters on stage.  The play,  
directed and produced by Chris Horton, ran from 28th to 30th

April at Sherfield Village Hall.

Each player interlocked with each other, cleverly held together 
by Jane Torr playing the gossipy Ethel Swift.  The alcoholic 
vicar (Peter Francis) wandered about in a daze while his long 
suffering wife Pauline (Margot Konitzer) seemed oblivious to 
the affair her husband was having with the flighty but business-
like Sally (Jacqui Morris).  Mavis (Jane Brydges) skilfully       
exhibited alternating senility with selective deafness, Angela 
(Alison Watts) played the shy newcomer while the exhausted 
Gloria (Alex Thomas) and the horsey Marjorie (Sharon Hewins) 
made up as diverse a list of characters. 
The play moved at a fast pace from the planning meeting, 
through the fete and finished with an unexpected climax at the 
end.  The production team deserve credit for all the back-up 
assistance, right down to Phillip Horton who kept the wall clock 
on time for the different scenes.  Overall, a thoroughly good 
production and a hard act to follow.  The standard has now 
been set……   



smok ing restaurant                                          
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Forthcoming Events 
for which there is insufficient space for full advertisements.

Age Concern Coffee Morning.  Wednesday 21st June.  10.30 
to 12.00.     Little Manor, Burghfield Village.  £1 for coffee 
and biscuits.  Many stalls.
Help with transport tel: 9333017 or 9833664.

Evening of Music and Dance at the Haymarket Theatre on   
Friday 9th June.  The Basingstoke Concert Band and           
Basingstoke Academy of Dancing Plus The Good Fortunes.      
In aid of Cancer Research UK.  £12 (Con. £10) 01256 465566.

Godspell BOAS at Queen Mary College. 13-15 July. 01256 
418318 or www.centralstudio.co.uk

Basingstoke Male Voice Choir next concert at Haymarket 
Theatre on  Sunday 23rd July.  If you wish to join the choir go 
to the United Reform Church on a Monday evening.

Organ Concerts, Abbey of St. Michael, Farnborough.  
First   Sunday of each month at 3pm. 01252 546105 
www.cavaille-coll.co.uk

Unfortunately there is no space for a  crossword puzzle this 
month.  Here is the solution to last month’ s puzzle.

www.cavaille


Editor for the Nove mber Claire Osborne
and the double issue               47, Warbleton Road        
Dece mber/January              Chineham
                                              Basin gsto ke
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Loddon Valley Link Management Committee

Se cretary:                               Esme  Ward
                28 Pound  Meadow ,  

                                                Sherf ield o n Lodd on, 
                                                Ho ok RG2 7 OEP  
                                                Te l. 0 1256 8 80503

         email: geoc.w ard@bt internet.co m

Adve rtising:                           Wins ton Bruce
        18 Long bridge Close
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        Hook.   RG27 0 DQ
        Tel. 01256 883277
    email: w in.bruce@t iscali.co.uk

Ple as e call Wins ton 
for  all advertis ing              
enquir ies .           

Chairman:                              Dr . Don ald Daws on    Tel. 8 82 379
De puty Chairman:                 Re vd. Bob Pol itt         Tel. 8 82 209
Hartley Repre se ntative :        Dr . John Will iams       Tel. 8 82705
Stratfie ld Re presentative      Mr. Eric Price              Tel: 8 81402
Sherfie ld Park  Rep:               Mr Chris Wright   Tel:  88 0436 

Editor for the doub le   Shee na Archer 
July/Aug issue.                    1, Orchard Lea

            Sh erf ield on Lo ddon, 
            Hook RG27 0ES
            Tel: 01256 88209 9
         email: sheenaarcher@btinternet.com

NB. The  final d ate 
for material for the 
next edit io n is the 
16th of June .
Editor for the                       Brian  Arche r
Septe mber and                  1 Orchard Lea
October e dit ions  Sh erfield on Loddo n
                                                Hook  RG2 7 0 ES
                                            Tel. 012 56 882 09 9                   
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CHURCH OFFICERS
Rector:        Reverend Bob Politt, 
                             33 Northfield Road ,                       
                             Sherfield on Loddon. RG27 0DR

       Tel. 01256-882209
                    Kindly note the Rector’s day off is Thursday.

Readers:         Mr. Richard Elphick    Tel. 01256-882860
        Dr. John Williams    Tel. 01256-882705

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, SHERFIELD ON LODDON
Churchwardens: Mrs. Gill Austin              Tel. 01256-882364

        Dr. Donald Dawson    Tel. 01256-882379

Treasurer:        Mr. Stephen Hemmings  Tel.01256-882523

Organists:         Mr. Mike Abrams           Tel. 01256-881188
        Mr. Brian Archer            Tel. 01256-882099
        Mrs. Peggy Willson    Tel. 01256-880503

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE
Churchwarden:   Mr. Roy Best              Tel. 01189-882422

Treasurer:         Mr Robert Craig            Tel: 01256-882253

Organist:         Mrs. Fran Oliver    Tel. 01189-268364 

ST.MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL
Churchwardens: Mr Pip Iles              Tel. 01256-880559                                                                                      
                              Dr. John Williams         Tel. 01256-882705

Treasurer:         Mr. Michael Webster     Tel. 01256-882413

Organist:         Dr. Gill Williams    Tel. 01256-882705
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