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SUNDAY SERVICES for SEPTEMBER 2005

Sunday 4th SEPTEMBER TRINITY 15

10.00 am  Holy Communion           St Leonard’s, Sherfield
10.00 am   Family Service      St Mary’s , Stratfield Saye *
  6.30 pm   Evensong w. Communion    St Mary’s , Hartley Wespall

by Extens ion

Sunday 11th SEPTEMBER             TRINITY 16

10.00 am     Morning Worship              St Leonard’s , Sherfield
with Sunday Club in the Liddell Hall

10.00 am     Harvest Family Service       St Mary’s , Hartley Wespall
11.15 am    Holy Communion (BCP) St Mary’s, Stratfield Saye *

Sunday 18th SEPTEMBER TRINITY 17

10.00 am    Family Communion           St Leonard’s, Sherfield
11.15-12.00  St Leonard’s Church “At Home” for Sherfield Park
  6.30 pm     Evensong (BCP)       St Mary’s , Hartley Wespall

Sunday 25th SEPTEMBER TRINITY 18

  8.00 am    Holy Communion (BCP)  St Mary’s , Hartley Wespall 
10.00 am     Harvest Family Service              St Leonard’s , Sherfield
11.15 am     Matins       St Mary’s , Stratfield Saye *

Sunday 2nd OCTOBER TRINITY 19

10.00 am  Holy Communion           St Leonard’s, Sherfield
10.00 am   Family Service       St Mary’s , Stratfield Saye *
  6.30 pm   Evensong w. Communion     St Mary’s, Hartley Wespall

by Extens ion

[* Drive  up close to whi te  gates , which  will the n open au tomatically *]
BC P = Book of Common Praye r)
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You can make a difference to a child’s future

A few months ago Bob Geldof and the G8 Summit leaders  focused our 
attention on the poverty of many African nations . We often think of 
poverty as  a lack of food and work but, there is another area of poverty 
so eas ily overlooked – a child’s need for education, the ability to be 
able to read and write. Many children fortunate enough to have food 
can only dream about going to school. You can help make this dream 
come true.

One of the great things  I remember about Blue Peter, the children's’ TV 
programme, were the caring projects they organised enabling people of 
any age to contribute and take part. If you and I were given a s imilar 
opportunity to help educate a child in poverty, would we be willing to 
take it?

Last June the Parochial Church Council members of Sherfield, 
Stratfield Saye and Hartley Wespall decided unanimous ly to encourage 
us to adopt such a scheme for an autumn project, to be launched at our 
Harvest Festival Services  this autumn.

From as  little as  £15 per month or £180 a year you and I can bring hope 
to a child in Palestine, or for £15 a year we can educate a child in 
Ghana. It seems remarkable that such small amounts  of money can 
make such a hugely significant difference to the future of a child and a 
nation.

As  we celebrate harvest, giving thanks  to God for all that He has given 
to us , what better way to worship and serve than to share with those in 
need from our ‘barns  and storehouses.’ Please turn to page 10 of the 
magazine to discover how you can bring hope to a child in need.

Chris tian greetings,
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Roman Catholic Mass at Breach Lane Chapel 
every Sunday at 8.45 am
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Welcome to residents at Sherfield Park

“At Home” at St Leonard’s Church
for

Residents of Sherfield Park
The church will be kept open and refreshments will be available 
for the new residents of Sherfield Park who would like to come 
and look at/visit St Leonard’s church, meet the churchwardens 

and rector.

Hartley Wespall Family Service
10.00am Sunday 11th September

Sherfield Family Service
10.00am Sunday 25th September

Stratfield Saye Harvest Songs of Praise
11.00am Sunday 9th October

St Leonard’s Church Elizabethan Concert

We would like to thank all who supported us in the recent Concert at 
the Church.  It was a lovely evening and the Choir really enjoyed 
singing for us.  Amazingly we managed to raise the 
sum of £693.50 towards the Spire Appeal.  
Our grateful thanks to all.

Mary and Peter Chessell



Text for the month

Psalm 24 : 1
The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it,  the world, and all who live in  
it for he  founded it upon the seas and estab lished  it upo n the waters.  
Who may ascend the h ill of the LORD? Who may stand in  his holy p lace?
The NIV Bible

Prayer for the Mo nth
Lord, co me to our throw-away society and give us greater care of Your  
gifts, that the  resources of Yo ur ea rth may be used for the be nefit of all.  
In this co mp lex and confusing world, Save us Lord, from carelessness  
and blindness.
In this wo rld  whose creatures are so varied and vulnerable save u s Lord,  
fro m us ing t hese creatures witho ut thinking and fro m crue lty towards  
the m.
In a world whose waters are fresh and who se oceans should cleanse,  
save us  Lo rd from wanton pollution of the  world aro und us.
In a world w hose forests protect our air and our wild life save us Lord,  
fro m being invo lved in their  destruction.
In a world whose fruits are r ich and plentiful,  save us Lord, from greed  
and waste.
Forgive us  for the  madne ss that  abuses the earth for sho rt term gains.
Give us wisdom to cheris h and share and de light in the a bundant gifts of  
our frag ile planet.  In Your  na me we pray.  Amen

Prayer Points for September
Pray for all who  were injured or bereaved as a res ult  of the London 
bomb ings.
Pray for our country that  we  may  not  beco me  a div ided  society.
Pray for wise government t hroughout the whole wor ld. 
Pray for the childr en who are starting  or  changing  schools 
this  autumn.
Pray for those who are  leaving home to  go  away for further 
education. 
At this harvest time pray for  a fair use of the wor ld’s resour ces.
Pray for all the co mmunity act ivit ies planned for  the 
autumn that  we  may w ork toget her in  a ll that we do.
Pray for an e nd  to the viole nce in Iraq a nd  Palestine a nd  
the establishment of peaceful government  in those  countries.  6
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Nicholas ROWE   24-07-05 Sherfield

Oliver DARE  3-07-05 Sherfield

Toddler Time
28th September
4.00-4.30pm 

St Leonard’s Church, Sherfield

We meet on the red carpet in church.
All welcome !

Telephone Revd Bob Politt for details.
01256 882209

Toddlers please bring a 
grown-up with you
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You can make a difference to a child’s future

Following on from the front letter of this month’s magazine, 
below are details of the ways in which you can help educate a 
child in poverty.

Two schemes have been presented to us, both of which give 
poor or handicapped children an education they otherwise 
wouldn’t be able to afford.

The first scheme is operated through the BibleLands Society, 
which we support through our church collections every 
Christmas, and has been recommended by our PCC’s. 
BibleLands is working through 20 schools, special needs 
centres and orphanages in Israel and The Occupied Territories 
to transform the lives of children in poverty. For £180.00 per 
year, or £15.00 a month, a child will receive a programme of 
care and education.

The second scheme is a local organisation called Gayak Link-
UK, which some people in our villages are supporting already. 
Through this organisation it is possible to give a child in Gayak-
Ghana a years education for £15.00! Many of you attending the 
Sherfield fete this year will have seen the Gayak Link-UK stall, 
run by Charlotte Nightingale.

Will you help? Such a small amount can make a lifetime of 
difference to a child who, at this very moment, needs our help.

i For more information on the BibleLands ‘Give a Child a 
     Better Future’ please attend a Harvest Service or contact  
     Revd Bob Politt for details on 01256 882209.
i For more information of Gayak Link-UK please contact 

Charlotte Nightingale direct on 01256 882268.
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SPONSORED BIKE RIDE & WALK

HAMPSHIRE & THE ISLANDS HISTORIC 
CHURCHES TRUST

Saturday 10th Septembe r 2005, 10am – 6pm

Help support the Trust and also your own church by 
participating in this important fund raising event.  
Half the  money raise d will go to the Trust and the 
othe r half to the church of your choice.

Examples of churches that could be vis ited:-
Basingstoke 8 churches
Tadley 7 churches
Alton 6 churches
Wincheste r 13 including cathedral

Plus many many more ……..

Drive to the are a, then ride or walk to the churches.  
This is  the main fund raising event for the Trust which 
las t year brought in over £42,000.  St. Leonard’s 
Church has  applied to the Trust for funding for the 
Restoration Project.  We  must support them in turn.

For full details of all the participating churches in 
Hampshire and sponsorship forms, contact

Gill Austin (01256) 882364
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CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT
24th September @ Sherfield village hall

8.00pm start

Tickets £7.50 per person (teams of 4)
Includes ploughmans supper.

Bring your own drinks.
Phone Tracy on 01256 883206

          Sherfield Green 
       Volunteers Update

                 Contact Simon (880224).

In August, we cut back the nettles from around the pond 
paths and benches and started weeding the steps.  We 
also removed Ragwort from various areas around the 
Green (Ragwort is one of five injurious weeds covered by 
the provisions of The Weeds Act 1959. Poisonous to most 
animals but horses and cattle are most susceptible).

Although contractors do a lot of workon maintenance of 
Sherfield Village Green, volunteers can still play a useful 
role.  We aim to meet up on the first Saturday afternoon
of each month and would welcome new recruits!!  Can 
you spare a few hours each month doing something 
posit ive for our village? 

We would welcome any suggestions for work to be 
included, subject to approval by the Village Green 
Committee and Parish Council.  Contact Simon (880224).

Do come along on Saturday 3rd September at 2.00pm
(meet up near the Jubilee Pond) and bring your 
gardening gloves – also gardening tools would be useful.
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Village Hall 
Matters!

Reported by Jacqui Skille tt

 Dates for your Diary

Sherfield on Lodd on Village Hall

Thursdays 8:00-9:00pm
Pilates  in Main Hall

Call Diane Craven 882526

Saturday 10 Sept 10:30
POSH Draw/Coffee 

Tuesday 13 Sept. 4:30pm
Tae Kwon Do in Main Hall

Call Kate 07887 993207

Sat. 24 Sept. Quiz Night
See separate advert

Friday 28 October  7:00pm
‘Born to Run’ 

Live Theatre & Supper 
Tickets  £10     Concess . £7 

In Aid of Village Hall

POSH  PRIZE  DRAW - 10:30 Saturday 10 September 
Drop in for coffee, come & join POSH 

- atron f herfield Village all
Only £12 per family-forms in PO, Shop, VH

Thanks to the 45 who have already joined!  How about you?

New Clubs:  8:00pm in Garden Room at  Village Hall
 Gardening Club  Monday 19th September

      Drama Club Tuesday 13th September

                                                                                     
b
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CONGRATULATIONS 
PERCY!

     Percy Sims has  won a well deserved 
award for his  services to Sherfield Village Hall.  This was  presented 
at a special evening organised by Bas ingstoke & Deane Council and 
the Community Forum.  It was  for service of over 30 years.

Percy has lived in the village of Sherfield on Loddon all his  life and 
started helping the Village Hall (known then as  the Clubroom) when 
he was 17.  In 1952 he arranged a Fete and Flower Show with his 
uncle who was  Chairman at the time, at Sherfield Court, to raise 
money for a complete retiling of the Village Hall roof.

Since then he has served the Village Hall in many capacities , as a 
committee member, Vice Chairman and Chairman.  He is s till a 
committee member with a special interest in property issues .  He can 
be relied upon to help at a moments ’ notice should it be required, 
either as a deputy for the caretaker, when on holiday or coping with 
an emergency.

He was  also on the committee and involved when Mr. John Barber 
on behalf of the Barber family, handed the Village Hall to a new 
status , registering the hall committee with the Charity Commiss ion, 
to run the Village Hall for the village, and committee members  to be 
known as Trustees.

Percy, for once, was lost for words  and I even had to nudge him to 
get up and receive the certificate and plaque from Marie Miller (our 
MP) but the best bit of all was that he had no idea!  Can anyone 
remember the last time Percy did not find out what was going on?

Esme Ward
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A new website for Stratfield Turgis 
and the surrounding area

www.stratfieldturgis.org.uk
A world of local information a mouse click away.

The new website for Stratfield Turgis  went live on 29 July and is  already 
getting vis itors from as  far a field as  Korea (o.k. Sheila’s  husband happened 
to be out there) and the USA (a cousin of mine).
The intention is  that it forms  a valuable resource for the whole community 
and anyone wanting to know more about this  beautiful area we live in. Many 
thanks go to the people who’ve already supplied information and/or 
photographs . You can help by having a rummage through the old photo 
albums and seeing if you’ve got any photos , pictures , drawings or anything 
else you’d be happy to see included. Essentially anything local goes . The 
more contributions we get the better it will be.
Please contact webadmin@stratfieldturgis.org,uk
or Simon Boase 01256 881250. 

                                          
                                           Stratfie ld Turgis Parish Walk

                        Sunday 11th September 2005 at 2pm.
                      Meet outside the Cricketers Pub 

                     in Turgis Green.

Come and join Stratfield Turgis Parish on a gentle stroll around some 
of the beautiful and historic sights of the Parish. 
Alison Cross, who is the Loddon and Eversley Project Officer for the 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, will be there to provide us 
with more of an insight into the flora, fauna and landscape of the 
countryside we so easily take for granted. 
The walk should take 2½ - 3 hours across fairly level ground.  We’ll 
avoid the local mountains but there are a couple of big stiles. 
For more details see the parish website (www.stratfieldturgis.org.uk) 
or contact Sheila Campbell on 01256 882351. 

www.stratfieldturgis.org.uk
www.stratfieldturgis.org.uk
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Editorial

Please Note
i The Management Committee of the Loddon Link cannot  

accept for publication any item received anonymously.  
Please supply your name and address with material you 
wish to be considered for publication.

i Announcements, invitations or advertisements cannot be   
accepted from third parties.  Only someone directly involved 
in the event should submit copy for consideration for      
publication.

i Please note that the “Loddon Valley Link” Committee       
     cannot be held responsible for the reliability or quality of 
     any work or service provided by advertisers.  

By Claire Osborne

Welcome bac k to all our r eaders a fter the July/ August double i ssue of 
the Loddon Vall ey Li nk - I hope ev eryone had a good summer.  The 
magazine thi s month i s as packed as us ual -  thank you  to all the 
contri bu ters.   In par ti cular I want to thank Val eri e Hopki ns for w ri ting 
our feature arti cle this month (which c an be found on pa ges 24-27), a bout 
her experi enc es working as a Motor  Neurone Diseas e Association V isi tor.  
It i s an i nteresting and in for ma ti ve ac count of the speci al rol e s he plays i n 
supporti ng the peopl e and fami lies suffering this devasta ti ng di sease.
Let’ s hope we have some mor e s unny weather i n stor e for September —
there are sev eral ‘ walks’ bei ng adver ti sed i n this month’ s editi on ( pgs 20, 
23 & 44) and also a sponsored bike ride (pg 12).  Most of thes e events are 
rai sing funds for the churches in our pari sh or for chari ty, so pl eas e tr y to 
support them.  
I w oul d like to draw to the a ttention of any new Sherfiel d Park residents 
the ‘ w elcome’  ga theri ng a t S t Leonard’ s Churc h - detai ls on pa ge 4.
Finally, well done to Per cy Si ms for his aw ard for ov er 30 years servi ce to  
the V i llage Hall which you can r ea d a bout on page 18.
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A WALK IN THE PARK
An opportunity to enjoy the park of Stratfield Saye House

The Country House of the Dukes of Wellington

By kind permission of Lord and Lady Douro

SATURDAY, 17th SEPTEMBER, 2005

Come and follow a 4.5 mile marked route with your family
There will be a quiz for children to complete along the way

10.00am start
Finishing with Wellington sausages  and refreshments

Young children may bring bicycles
Route suitable for pushchairs

Dogs welcome, but on leads  please

Tickets  cost £10.00 per person or £25.00 per family

Proceeds in aid of St. Mary’s Church Stratfield Saye 
& St Mary’s  Church, Hartley Wespall

………………………………..................... ........ ........ ........ ........ ........ ........ ...
Ple ase apply in  advan ce for ti ckets  to Mrs A. Atkinson, Heywoods Farm, 
Stratfield Saye, Re adin g, Be rkshire , RG7 2DG  enclosing payme nt & S. A. E.

NAME/S ………………………………………………………………………

CO NTAC T TEL EPHO NE NO . …………………………………………….

Please make cheque payable to ST. MARY’S, STRATFIELD SAYE

GIFT AID DEC LARATION
Ple ase acce pt this  as  a Gi ft Aid donation to St. Mary’s  Chu rch  P.C.C. 
Stratfield Saye

NAME………………………………...........ADDRESS…………………
………………………………………………………………………………
As a U.K. taxpaye r I pay suffi cient tax to cove r thi s  don ation .  Ple ase  re cove r 
the  tax on i t.
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MY INVOLVEMENT WITH 

THE MOTOR NEURONE DISEASE ASSOCIATION

by Valerie Hopkins

I hav e been a n Association V isi tor w ith the Motor Neurone Di sease Ass oci a-
tion (MNDA) for the last fi ve or so years a nd have been involved w ith m any 
peopl e li vi ng wi th the di seas e ei ther by telephone contac t or by vi siti ng them.

Motor  Neurone  Disease

i attacks the ner ve cells responsible for m uscle control
i can stop people doi ng ever yday things like w alking, talking or eating
i leaves the intellec t m ai nly unaffected
i i s ulti mately fatal wi thi n 2-5 years for the majori ty of people
at the m oment there is no cure

It all started about 10 years ago when my mother w as di agnos ed wi th MND  
when she w as 76, s he di ed 3 years  la ter.  It was so s ad to s ee her 
deteri orate and know  ther e was nothing I coul d do except lov e a nd care for 
her.  It was har d for me and ev en harder for m y father.

It was a few years la ter  tha t I  deci ded to s ee if I could do something for 
those people who are affected by this drea dful disease.

After a comprehensi ve tr ai ning course a nd a thorough i n troduc tion to the 
MND Associ ati on I  became a n Associa tion V isi tor.

Many of the peopl e I have been i n c ontact w ith si nce then hav e been el derly 
but sa dly som e hav e been far too young.  I hav e found though that they have 
all ha d thi s tremendous ‘spiri t’  tha t makes them very s peci al peopl e.  They 
hav e come fr om all walks of li fe includi ng ol d soldi ers, politi ci ans, sportsmen, 
pigeon fanciers, ar chi tects, counci llors and young mothers.
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My role is to offer cari ng, prac ti cal suppor t to peopl e w ith M ND and thei r 
famili es and to provi de a li nk betw een them and the MND Ass oci ati on and 
other sour ces of help.

I belong to  a local branch that is par t of an ac ti ve network of branches 
across England, Wales and Nor thern Ir eland.  The branc h has regular 
meeti ngs for all thos e a ffec ted by MND and w e have speakers a t most 
meeti ngs on a vari ety of s ubjec ts such as al ternati ve therapi es, r esearch 
resul ts or even someone talki ng a bout their holiday.   The branch i s a 
tremendous s ourc e of i nform ati on and rai ses a grea t deal of money through 
various fund rai si ng events.  The money they raise helps to provi de very 
valuable care and equipment and a percentage of thi s money  goes to fund                  

discuss a ny di ffi culti es they may be ex perienci ng as the diseas e progres ses.  
Often w e need to thi nk abou t another pi ece of equi pm ent to ma ke their 
lives more mana geabl e, per ha ps a stair lift, a w heelc hair, a ramp  or a hoi st.  
Or perhaps think a bout converting a  room downstai rs i nto a  bedroom.

A c ouple of years a go we s tar ted a Dayti me Get T ogether a t C hri st Chur ch 
i n Chi neham w hen peopl e li vi ng wi th MND, thei r car ers, fri ends and fami ly 
all get together have tea, cake and a good c hat.  There i s a gr ea t s ense of 

vital res earch i n to MND.  

The pi ctur e here s hows me 
rec ei ving a very large c heque 
from the HSBC in Basings toke 
who raised a consi der able 
amount of money a t a C harity 
Gol f Day last year.

Currently I am visi ti ng five 
peopl e i n this area on a 
regular ba sis and visi t them 
a bout once a for tnight.  W e 
tal k a bout many things, just 
like any fri ends, but we also 
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fri endship amongs t everyone.  Ex periences, ideas a nd remedi es are s hared, 
laughter too.  W e rec entl y had a visi t by the Mayor  of Basi ngstoke, Mayor  
Paula Ba ker w ho joined us for tea.  Luc ki ly for us  s he has nam ed our branc h, 
the N E Hants Branch of the MND A, as one of her two chari ti es for her 
Mayor al rol e for 2005/ 20 06.  It i s hoped that funding for communicati on 
aids w ill be ac hi eved.

However, i t i s not only the pers on living wi th the disease who needs help and 
support, it is often the husband, w ife or o ther fami ly member who i s the 
pri me carer w ho  needs hel p too.  Wi th so m uc h a ttention on the pers on wi th 
MND it i s eas y to mi ss the carer who i s s truggling to cope wi th thi s 
mammoth tas k.

I r emem ber a few  year s a go I was asked to gi ve telephone suppor t to Mary, 
a young mother whos e hus band, J ohn had MND a nd they ha d a 5 year ol d 
daughter, Luc y (not thei r real nam es).  We had telephone contac t bec aus e 
they lived some way away and ther e was no V isi tor i n thei r area.   J ohn 
wouldn’ t talk about hi s illness but Mary w as despera te to talk to someone as 
she w as fi ndi ng it so hard to cope.  We talked regularly once a for tni ght i n 
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the ev enings onc e John and Luc y had gone to bed, s ometi mes for a n hour or 
so.

Thi s went on for a bout 3 years unti l John  di ed.  I a ttended John’ s funeral 
and saw Mary and Lucy for the fi rst ti me, i t w as wonder ful to m eet them at 
last.  This story ha s a happy endi ng. Mar y m et someone else not long after 
she lost John; they now  li ve together wi th Luc y a nd thei r new  baby.  They 
are very happy.

I hav e ongoing trai ni ng, keepi ng me up to da te i n the la test devel opments.  
I also meet r egularly wi th my Regi onal Care Advi ser when w e discuss any 
concerns a nd I s eek a dvice or gui dance.

       

I am often asked w hy I do 
thi s job and how  I cope wi th 
losi ng all thes e peopl e.  I 
remember vi siti ng a li vely 
and fi ercely i ndependent 
man i n hi s fifties, who had 
lost the power of s peec h and 
mobi li ty.  T he minute I met 
him, I saw somethi ng in hi s 
eyes, a l ook I wi ll alw ays 
remember.  Eac h ti me I vi s-
i ted him he gave me that 
look, w hi ch said he appreci -
ated our ti me together, I 
hope I reci proca ted, 

bec ause I felt i t a privi lege to spend ti me w ith hi m.

Address: MN D Associ ati on, Fr eepost NH4173, 
                N orthampton, NN1 2BR
Tel: 016 04 250 505

Email: volun teeri ng@mndassociation.org
Web:   www.mndassoci ati on.org

www.mndassociation.org
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  SHERFIELD SHOW 2005
FLO WERS, PRODUCE and  HANDICRAFTS 

Saturday 3 September
 Village Hall 2:30  

Proceeds to Tuesday Lunch Club

It’s for Everyone .  Do try some thing to keep it going!  
  We  warmly invite you to come & enjoy the day with us.

Flowers & Produce
Cookery & Wine

Handicrafts & Photography
Children’s Classes

8:30~10:30  
10:45
2:30

3:30
3:45

  Staging of Exhibits
  Judging Begins
  Open to the Public
  Viewing, Plant sales, Refreshments
  Presentation of Awards     
  Auction & Raffle

De tails and Entry Forms from The  Shop, Post Office , Scats, 
Country Gardens, One Stop or Sally Brain, Tel. 882275

Entries welcome from all comers within 15 mile radius 
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SHERFIELD PARISH 
COUNCIL

 www.sherfie ldonloddon-
pc.gov.uk

NEW COUNCILLOR
Congratulations to Percy Sims who was co-opted to fill the vacancy 
on the Parish Council at our August meeting.  

MAINTENANCE OF THE VILLAGE GREEN
We are sorry to report the recent discovery of New Zealand Pigmy-
weed (Crassula Helmsii) within Golden Pond which, if left untreated, 
will dominate and displace the pond’s  native vegetation.  The Wildlife 
Trust has  recommended that a chemical treatment is  applied to the 
pond to eliminate the weed completely.  Warning notices will be 
pos ted by contractors but please take extra care not to let pets  and 
children into the area soon after spraying.  The s tate of the pond will 
be monitored so that any recurrence of the Pigmyweed can be kept in 
check.

Following advice from the Hampshire and IoW Wildlife Trus t, most 
of the Village Green is  to be cut just twice this  year; the second cut 
will take place this  month.  The “heathy” area in middle green has 
been highlighted as  an area to be carefully managed and expanded, 
and consequently scrub oaks are being removed to give the ground a 
chance to germinate new gorse and heathers . 

STARTING SCHOOL IN SEPTEMB ER 2006
Was your child born between 1 September 2001 and 31 Augus t 2002?  
If so, it is  important that you apply for a school place by midday on 
Friday 18 November 2005.  To do this  you will need to collect a 
brochure and an application form (CR2) from your local primary or 
infant school from September 2005.  For more information, contact 
the Admissions  Team, 01962 846001 /846020/ 846038/ 846004.



30

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH REPORT - JULY 2005

BURGLARIES
Bramley:   Folly Lane (window smashed), German Road (business premises, 
door kicked in)
Sherfield-on-Loddon:  Attempt to gain access, Premier Court, Readin g Rd
Stratfield Saye, Hartley Wespall, Stratfie ld Turgis, Sherborne St John:   
None

VEHICLE C RIME
Bramley:    Longbridge Road (window pane smashed)
Sherfield-on-Loddon:   Breach Lane (theft from: hed ge cutter & p hone), 
Bow Drive (damage)
Stratfield Saye:     Fairoak Lane (theft of)
Hartley Wespall:     None 
Stratfield Turgis:     A33 (business p remises, theft of), Pub Car Parks !!!!!
Sherborne S t John:   Cranesfield x 2 (damage)

DAMAGE
Bramley:    Moat Close x 2 (greenhouse p anes smashed),     
Sherfield-on-Loddon, S tratfield S aye, Hartley Wespall, S tratfield Turgis, 
Sherborne S t John:     None

THEFT- OTHER
Bramley:     North Row (garden equ ipment)
Sherborne S t John:    West End (caravan part)
Sherfield-on-Loddon, S tratfield S aye, Hartley Wespall, S tratfield Turgis:   
None

Residents of Stratfield Saye: There is an ongoin g problem in the area re; 
poaching and hare coursin g. If any one sees vehicles or persons acting suspi-
ciously, please contact p olice with any descriptions or reg. numbers. 

NUIS ANCE PROBLEMS:
This is an ongoing problem in Bramley .  Any problems or details of y ouths 
involved, p lease let  me know.

DRUGS  INFORMATION:
Any information received or rumours heard about drug dealing, etc, please let  
me know.

WPC Mandy Jewell (07770 471655)
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AFTER some discussion about the name, the ‘Loddon Players’ 
came into being at the end of June. Auditions took place mid July 
and we also set up a website www.loddonplayersatsherfield.co.uk
Then, we had a break during August and we begin rehearsals in 
September.

As producer/director, I’ve chosen a new one-act play, a comedy, 
for our first production and it is called  ‘The Fat Lady Sings In Lit-
tle Grimley’ by David Tristram.  To mark a special evening and 
one that we hope is the first of many productions, we are also 
making it a big social event.  So, supper is on offer too!

We hope this will be a sell-out, so book your tickets early!  For 
ticket details and further information: call Gill 01256 882106 or 
Chris on 01256 882426.

-

Our first Prize Draw Coffee Morning will take place 

             at 10:30am 

on Saturday 10th September                          
in the Village Hall.  

Do please try to drop in!  

See Mr Percy Sims draw the first winning number at 
10:45!  Percy will display his recent Long Service 
Award from Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council. 
We look forward to meeting lots of you there! 

www.loddonplayersatsherfield.co.uk
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Sherfield on Loddon 
Gardening Club?

BY LINDA SHERGOLD

Calling al l gardeners! whether experienced or not. 

The Sherfield Gardening Clu b is now up an d running.  We Me et 
on the third Mon day of the month a t 8p m in the  Garden Room a t 
Sherfield Vi llage Hall.

Membership is open  to anyone, at the presen t time we have 
me mbers from She rfield, Stra tfield Turgis and S tratfield Saye.   
Our annual subsc ription is £5 plus we contribu te £1  each time we  
atten d a meeting to  help pay  for the roo m.  

We are  an informal  group – we  discuss gardening, offer a dvice to 
each othe r and exchange ideas.  In the fu ture we hope to have 
speakers, coach trips and even challenge o ther clubs to quizzes.  
If you’d like to  join us either come along  to our nex t meeting on 
Monday  19th September or  ring me (Linda Shergold) on  01256 
883328 for more informa tion.

The next Whist Drive will be held 

Friday 9th September
at 7.30pm in 

Sherfield Village Hall
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The Women’s Institute
Reported by Val Denny

Welcome back to all our readers after the summer recess!
In July our ‘garden’ meeting in the Hall went well.  No-one 
incurred a fine for arriving un-flowery-hated.  There was a 
splendid variety of colour and ingenuity displayed and our group 
photograph has turned out very impressing; Dee Bulpitt’s small 
bush complete with empty bird’s nest and ’To Let’ sign was 
particularly admired.  Now and again we like a general sociable 
meeting with no speaker.  Tess Morris organised a flower 
recognition quiz which was won by Viv Blake.

In August, the ‘Looting of the Wansborough Hoard’ was a talk 
by a retired Police Inspector about the finding in 1985 of gold 
and silver Celtic coins by members of a metal-detecting club.  In 
the end about 1500 coins were recovered by the then Sergeant 
Bridgeman and his team, but it was estimated that more than 
7000 other coins had been found, stolen and sold-on to dealers.  
The Portable Antiquities Fund dates from this disaster (money 
is available to buy in small finds) so we hope no more of our 
national heritage disappears in this way.  This was an 
interesting and unusual slant on archaeology much enjoyed by 
the members.  Next month our speaker is Reg Fletcher with 
‘Personal Perspectives on Winchester Cathedral’.

Our Autumn coach trip to Denbie’s Vineyard (involving 
wine-tasting!) is arranged and for Spring a visit to Malmsbury 
with Abbey House Gardens as our main objective.

SINGERS WANTED!
Hook Choral Society Recruitment Evening

St John’s  Church, Hook 
on Tuesday 13 th September 7.55pm – 10.00pm

No auditions  required if you decide to join.
Contact: Lavinia Owen 01962 779162 or 

Helen Yates  01256 766522
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EVERGREEN CLUB
Reporter – Jean Wright

Since the last edition of the Loddon Valley Link, the 
club has had two meetings.  On 4th July we enjoyed 
a talk on ‘Old Basingstoke’ by Donald Lock.  On 1st 
August we were given a talk and film show by a lady 
from Naomi House, both of which were very 
interesting.  

On 28th July a lovely day was enjoyed by everyone 
on an outing to Bognor.  The weather was glorious 
after all the previous wet days.

The club’s next meeting is on 5th September when 
we are looking forward to a talk on Basingstoke 
Canal.

May I take this opportunity to say how sorry the Club 
was to hear of the sad loss of one of our members 
Mrs. Sylvia King.

ÌØßÒÕ ÇÑË

The cof fee mornin g for Hart ley Wespall Ch urch h eld  at 4 Mill Lane, 
raised £ 181.72.

Than k you  to everyone  w ho came a nd to a ll w ho helped.   A lovely d ay.

É»²¼§ Ì±¿´



42

   National Women’s 
   Register 
   Reported by Gill Fearon

Early in the su mmer, NWR  held their annual  Safari  Supper w hich 
was a g reat success.  Nearly 30 people walke d round the  v i llage 
for their various courses and all ended u p back toge ther for 
coffee later in the evening.  The July meeting wa s a discussion on 
articles and news in the  various Sunday  pape rs which was very 
lively and more  recen tly  we held a 'Ha t' evening.  This  involves 
picking various topics ou t of a ha t and included such matte rs as 
Northern Ireland, re tiremen t, starting a business and our na mes 
- whethe r we  liked our  names and if not, what would we like to be 
called!

Our September meeting will be  an open meeting and we would like 
to inv ite anyone who is interested to a talk  on the  history of 
Reading by a member of  Rea ding Museum.  This wi ll be  held in the 
Liddell Hall on Thursday, 15 September at 8 p. m.  A small c harge 
wi ll be ma de fo r refreshmen ts.  Ho pe to see  you there!

Third Space Theatre Company present:

‘Born to Run’ 
- a charming, gentle play set during the 

summer of 1985.  

     Friday 28 October    Doors open 7:00pm

Supper 7:15pm,   followed by Performance

Tickets £10                           Concessions £7 
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Reg Cha rity No:  2966 45

BASINGSTOKE & DISTRICT BRANCH

Celebrate World Alzheimer’s Day
By getting on those walking shoes for a

MEMORY WALK on
Saturday 17th September 2005

Phil Hatto of Kestrel Radio will be joining us
and starting the walk at 11.00 am

Come and have some fun and exercise
Contact Diane, Branch Manager on 01256 363393

for SPONSOR FORMS and further information

There will be 3 routes to choose 
from  (half a mile , 1 mile and 3 
miles) all suitable for wheelchairs 
and buggies.  The walk will be in 
the Memorial  Park, Bas ing-
stoke with parking at  the Cross-
borough Road car park
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HOW TO GIVE TO CHARITY 
WITHOUT IT COSTING YOU A THING!

How many buttons does this press for you?

x It raises money for  a local  chi ldren’s cha rity
x It involves recycling, thereby reducing landfi ll
x It won’t cost you a penny!

I am a Rubbish  Range r for  Nao mi  Hou se,  the children’s hospice 
at Su tton  Sco tney.   What this means is  that I am the  local 
collector for i tems which can be recycle d in so me way to raise 
funds for the charity.  The se  items are:

i red, green  or blue pla stic mi lk bo ttle lids (clean, and with the 
numbers 2  or 4 inside  a triangle on the inside)
i inkje t and la ser printer ca rtridges
i old mobile telephones
i use d stamps
i foreign currency  (current and obsolete)

Last year  they raised £6,000 fro m recycling, but this year the 
targe t is £10,000, which would pay the fuel bill at the  House,  
the re by f reeing up funds for o ther projec ts.

In Sherfield -on-Loddon,  Dodd’s Garag e has kindly ag reed for 
me  to set up  a collection bin for these i tems in the recep tion 
area.  So please bring these recyclables along, ra ther than 
throwing them away.

And please let me know if there is any o ther location/
organisation who would be  wi lling to have a co llection bin, be i t a 
business,  social club, school or meeting place pe rhap s.  After al l, 
this can be replicated anywhere.

So, if you’re not already  donating any of these ite ms to other 
good causes, please  remember Naomi  House.
For further details, contact Pat Bain on 01256 771433.
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for  m ater ial for the  
ne xt edition is  the 
18th of Se ptember.

Editor for  Nove mber              Sheena Archer
Dec 05/Jan 0 6 editio n              1 Orchard Lea

  Sherfield on  Loddon
                                                 Hoo k
                                                 RG27 0ES
                                                 Tel. 012 56 882099                   
                                            e ma il:  sheenaarcher @bt internet.co m



CHURCH OFFICERS
Rector: Reverend Bob Politt

33 Northfield Road , Sherfield on Loddon.
Tel. (01256) 882209

                    Kindly note the Rector’s day off is Thursday.

Readers: Mr. Richard Elphick Tel. 882860
Dr. John Williams Tel. 882705

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, SHERFIELD ON LODDON
Churchwardens: Mrs. Gill Austin             Tel. 882364

Dr. Donald Dawson Tel. 882379

Treasurer :                 Mr. Stephen Hemmings Tel. 882523

Organists : Mr. Mike Abrams Tel. 881188
Mr. Brian Archer                    Tel. 882099
Mrs. Peggy Willson Tel. 880503

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE
Churchwarden: Mr. Roy Bes t              Tel. (01189) 882422

Treasurer: Mr Robert Craig           Tel: (01256)  882253

Organist: Mrs. Fran Oliver   Tel. (01189) 268364 

ST.MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL
Churchwardens: Mr Pip Iles Tel. 880559

Dr. John Williams Tel. 882705

Treasurer: Mr. Michael Webster Tel. 882413

Organist: Dr. Gill Williams Tel. 882705
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