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   De tails of Services for DECEMBER 2004
Sunday   5th December              Advent 2
10.00 am  Holy Communion St Leonard’s, Sherfield
                 with Sunday Club in the Liddell Hall
10.00 am   Family Service St Mary’s , Stratfield Saye *
 4.00 pm   Evensong with Communion St Mary’s , Hartley Wespall

      by Extension

Sunday     12th December  Advent 3
10.00am   Carol Service St Leonard’s , Sherfield
11.15am   Holy Communion St Mary’s , Stratfield Saye *
 5.00pm    Chris tingle Service      St Mary’s , Hartley Wespall

Sunday 19th December  Advent 4
10.00 am    Holy Communion St Leonard’s, Sherfield
                   & Sunday Club
   5.00 pm   Ecumenical Carol Service St Mary’s , Stratfield Saye *

Friday 24 December        CHRISTMAS EVE
  4.00pm    Crib Service St Leonard’s , Sherfield
  6.00pm    Family Communion & Carols Hartley Wespall
11.00pm    Holy Communion with Carols St Leonard’s, Sherfield

Saturday 25th December       CHRISTMAS DAY
10.30 am Family Service St Leonard’s , Sherfield
10.00 am   Family Service St Mary’s , Hartley Wespall
10.30 am Holy Communion St Mary’s , Stratfield Saye *

with Carols
Sunday 26th December    BOXING DAY – Christmas 1
10.00 am  Benefice Holy Communion with Carols

St Leonard’s, Sherfield
Friday 31st December       NEW YEAR’S EVE
3.00pm Chris tingle Family Service St Leonard’s , Sherfield
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De tails of Se rvices for JANUARY 2005
Sunday   2nd January                  Christmas 2
10.00 am  Holy Communion St Leonard’s, Sherfield

     with Sunday Club in the Liddell Hall
10.00 am   Family Service St Mary’s , Stratfield Saye  *
  4.00 pm   Evensong with Communion St Mary’s , Hartley Wespall

       by Extension

Sunday     9th January Baptism of Jesus  - Epiphany 1
10.00 am  Morning Worship St Leonard’s , Sherfield
10.00 am  Family service St Mary’s , Hartley Wespall
11.15 am  Holy Communion St Mary’s , Stratfield Saye *

Sunday 16th January           Epi phany 2
10.00 am    Family Communion St Leonard’s, Sherfield

       & Sunday Club
  4.00pm     Evensong St Mary’s , Hartley Wespall

Sunday 23r d  January           Epi phany 3
8.00 am Holy Communion St Mary’s , Hartley Wespall
10.00 am Family Service St Leonard’s , Sherfield
11.15am Matins St Mary’s , Stratfield Saye  *

Sunday 30th January            Epi phany 4
10.00am Benefice Candlemas Family Communion   

  & Refreshments St Mary’s , Hartley Wespall

Sunday   6th February           Sunday before Lent
10.00 am  Holy Communion St Leonard’s, Sherfield               

     with Sunday Club in the Liddell Hall
10.00 am   Family Service St Mary’s , Stratfield Saye  *
  4.00 pm   Evensong with Communion St Mary’s , Hartley Wespall

      by Extension

[* Dri ve up close to white ga tes, which will open automa tically *]
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“He’s got the whole world in His hands…”
If you can, may I ask you to step as ide for a moment from the pressures 
and worries of today, and invite you to journey back to that familiar scene 
in a s table in Bethlehem, 2000 years  ago. At that time the Roman Emperor 
was carrying out a census  of the Empire for tax purposes  and Mary, a 
young girl of about 14, and her husband Joseph were required to travel 
from Nazareth, a village in the north of Israel, to Bethlehem in the south, a 
few miles from Jerusalem, to register.
The whole country was  on the move and it was no surprise that there    
was nowhere for them to stay when they reached Joseph’s  ancestral home. 
Mary was  heavily pregnant and they were offered a place with the        
animals , which was very probably within the inn itself. It was here that 
Mary gave birth to a son, whom they called Jesus.
What followed is familiar to us  but would have been astonishing to Mary 
and Joseph. Some shepherds  arrived saying that they had seen angels who 
had announced the child’s birth saying that he would be a Saviour, the 
Mess iah (anointed one). A week later, by this  time having been moved 
into the inn itself, they went to the Temple, which was  a huge building in 
Jerusalem. There they offered two doves , an offering of the very poor, to 
give thanks to God for the birth of their child. At the Temple they met an 
old man and woman, Simeon and Anna, who prophes ied about the child.  
Some weeks  later extremely wealthy astrologers  arrived from the eas t, 
probably Iran, having quite sensibly called first at King Herod’s palace, as 
the stars  had told them that a new King of the Jews  had been born. When 
they found Jesus we are told that they fell before Him and worshipped. 
Not only that, they presented gifts of great wealth to sustain the family 
during a time of exile in Egypt until the vengeful Herod had died. Mary 
and Joseph mus t have been amazed at these remarkable events !
The miracle in this event was twofold. Firs tly, the everyday miracle of the 
birth of a baby. Secondly, the miracle that God the Creator had laid aside 
His  glory and come among us as a vulnerable baby. One day He would 
teach about God’s  kingdom, reveal that kingdom through miracles  of 
healing, be put to death and rise again. His message was , and still is, that 
He came to show us  God’s  love, to invite us  into the Family of God 
and to give us His  peace. “O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.”

Chris tmas  greetings ,



4

A message from Revd Christopher Russell.
Revd John Briggs has now left for a new church in London, but I 
want to assure you that the life and work of the Chapel at Breach 
Lane still goes on as normal.  I have been working in co-operation 
with John Briggs and, until a new minister is appointed, I will be    
responsible for the Chapel.  I can be contacted on 01276 692036 or 
01276 21469
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               TEXT FOR THE MONTH… … 

TEXT FOR THE MONTH…  … 
1 Corinthians 4 :5 
When the Lord comes he will bring to light what is hidden in     
darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that time 
each will receive his praise from God.
The NIV Bible

Prayer for the Month.
Loving God, as we prepare for Christmas help us to be patient and 
forgive us for relegating Jesus to the edge of our celebrations     
instead of placing him at the centre where he belongs. Help us to 
turn away from the material extravagances of the world and focus 
on the real meaning of the season. Teach us to open our hearts to 
hear again your word, to welcome the living Christ and to reflect on 
our response to his call. May this Advent season teach us to        
receive Jesus afresh into our lives and to rejoice in his love not just 
at Christmas but always.
In Jesus name we pray. Amen

Prayer Points for December/ January
Pray for peace in Iraq so that there may be free elections and that 
the elections will produce a government which is able to represent 
all the different ethnic groups in the country and put an end to         
fighting and bitterness. 
As the Palestinians elect a new leader pray for a fresh start in the 
Israeli / Palestinian conflict so that the New Year may bring         
renewed hope of a lasting settlement
Remember those for whom Christmas is a time of unhappy        
memories and loneliness.
Pray for all for whom this is the first Christmas without a loved one 
remembering especially the people of Beslam in Russia. 
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St Leonard’s Church Carol Service will      
be held in the morning at 10-11.00am on      
Sunday 12th December. This will be a        
traditional service of carols and readings, 
with refreshments to follow.
Church Supper in the Liddel Hall,  

7.30pm on Tuesday 14th December will take 
the form of a ‘finger buffet’, followed by a time of worship and carol 
singing. All welcome. Offers of food to Ilene Isles 880559)
Carol Singing around Sherfield will take place on Friday 17th   
December. Please bring a torch and assemble outside the White 
Hart at 7.00pm suitably dressed. Any money collected to be      
donated to the Children’s Society and the Biblelands Children’s       
Society.
The Stratfield Saye Ecumenical Carol Service and Children’s 
Nativity is at the earlier time of 5.00pm, followed by refreshments 
in the village hall.
A 45minute minute Christmas Eve Family Communion with 
carols at Hartley Wespall Church, 6.00pm on 
24th December. Please bring a torch, as the 
lane is dark and wear your boots if  the weather 
is wet. This is a new service for families who 
want to attend communion and are unable to do 
so at a later time or on Christmas morning.
The Christmas Day Family Service at Sherfield and the Prayer 
Book communion at Stratfield Saye will both be held at 
10.30am this year. The Christmas morning Family Service at 
Hartley Wespall continues at the usual time of 10.00am.
There will be one service on Boxing Day, a 10.00am service of 
Communion with Carols at St Leonard’s, Sherfield.
3.00pm New Year’s Eve Christingle Service with Christingles for 
the children. The collection to be donated to children’s charities.
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Church Suppers for December and January

The December Church Supper will be held 
on Tuesday 14th in the Liddell Hall, starting 
at the usual time of 7.30pm. This will be a 
very informal evening with a Finger Buffet, 
carols and some   Christmas fun. All wel-
come. Offers of food please to Ilene Isles on 
880559.

At the Church Supper on Tuesday 11th January 2005 we shall 
begin to look at the Christian Growth study material based upon 
the Pastoral Letter issued by the three bishops’ in the Diocese of 
Winchester. The suppers’ start at 7.30pm in the Liddell Hall and 
finish by 9.15pm. Offers of food to Ilene, details above.

For information on Home Groups please contact 
Revd Bob Politt, 01256 882209.

Did you see the Purple?

The students at Bramley School certainly did, as did a number 
of parishioners. Bishop Trevor, of Basingstoke, 
spends two days each month visiting parishes 
in his care and he was in our benefice on   
Tuesday 9th  November, accompanying me for 
the day. I  was a little nervous having a bishop 
at my shoulder for a whole day but it turned 
out to be a delightful experience and he really enjoyed his 
time with all he met. He’ll be back, so watch out for the purple!

Revd Bob Politt
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The Sunday Club is aimed at all children 
from school age upward who want learn 
about the Christian faith in a fun,       
light-hearted way. 
 There are singing, games and activities 
with the opportunity to make lots of 

friends w hilst learning about Jesus.  Everything is organised         
according to different age groups  – currently we range from 
4 to 13 yrs.  The Sunday Club takes take place in the Liddell 
Hall on the first Sunday of every month.  
Times are from 9:45 to 11:15, enabling grown-ups to go to 
church.   Meeting dates?  See service details on Page 1
For further information contact: 

Karen Blakeley 882827     Ruth Pow ell   881080
Martina Nowrotek 884159

Congratulations…

…to Megan Fright, Phillipa Nowrotek, Grace Blakeley,           
Peter Elphick, Christopher Ward, George Watson, 
Tom and Sam Hobbs, who received their first  
communion on 21st November at a special             
communion service. In due time they will have the 
opportunity to confirm their Christian faith w ith 
the Bishop of Basingstoke.  In the mean time,         
after a course of preparation and study, and as fully baptised 
members of the Christian church worldwide, we welcome as 
they express their faith in Christ as Jesus himself           
commanded us.                                               Revd Bob Politt 
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DIOCESE OF WINCHESTER

‘GROWING HEALTHY CHURCHES’
Saturday 29th January 2005

10.00am – 4.00pm in Sherfield Village Hall
with Revd Steve Pittis

Do  you want to see your church grow?
Are you serious about wanting to see God working among us?

Then this day is a must for you.
Whatever your commitment to your local church, twice a year 

or every week, this day is for everybody who wants to see 
their local church grow.

This course  
provides an        
important 

oppo rtunity 
for you to  

loo k at what 
is happening 
in your local 

church and 
its role  in 

your village.

The cost of 
the  day is 
£3.00 per 

person.
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FEELING THE STRAIN?
Then why not enjoy a relaxing game of Short Mat 
Bowls?  Come and join us on a Tuesday evening 
from 7-OO till 9-OOpm or Friday afternoon from 
2-OO till 4-OOpm in the Village Hall.  We are a 
very friendly group and enjoy a social and          
leisurely atmosphere.  We arrange friendly games 
against local teams and have a very successful League team, 
although there is no obligation to take part in these.

Come and Sing at the
HARTLEY HOUSE CAROLS

Bring friends and family... Everyone is most welcome
Wednesday, December 15th at 7.30pm

Mince Pies   Mulled Wine  Collection for Loddon School

THE STRATFIELD SAYE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Applications for grants must be received by: Roy Best, Clappers 
Farm, Grazeley, RG7 1JJ or Paul Sedgwick, Stratfield Saye    
Estates, Estate Office, Stratfield Saye, Near Reading, RG7 2BT, 
not later than Friday, 7th January 2005.
The Foundation was established by George Pitt in 1739 and   
provides grants for children (under 18) in the Parishes of      
Stratfield Saye and Beech Hill.
Claims, with accompanying receipts, for extra curricular activities, 
where not provided by the Local Education Authority may be  
considered by the Trustees. For guidance, the following list may 
be eligible:
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A Village Christmas Celebration
The Village Hall Committee are holding a Village Christmas       
celebration on Monday, 20th December from 5.30 to 
7.30 pm in the Sherfield Village Hall.  The aim will be 
to involve members of the village community of all 
ages, but especially the young, to give a cheerful start 
to the Christmas season.

The evening is aimed to be joyful and relaxed with a 
wide variety of musical offerings, poems and readings on Christmas 
themes, as well a carols and Christmas songs for all to sing.  Light 
refreshments with seasonal mince pies will be served at the end.

Admission is free and you just turn up on the night… remember, 
it’s an early start at 5.30 pm.  Retiring collection for Charity.    
If you have any queries, contact Kathleen Gaiger on 882223

THE SHERFIELD COOK BOOK
Do you have a favourite recipe that  you would like to share w ith 
others?  To commemorate our recent success in the Calor Village of 
the Year compet ition, I would like to update 

 which was last  produced and published in 1979.

I am looking for people within the village (including 
men and children) to cont ribute by submitt ing a recipe, 
with suitable cooking instruct ions, for inclusion in the 
book.  We would also like to include a sect ion on   

.

The closing date for receiving your cont ribut ions is 20th January 
2005.  Please submit  your cont ribut ion, with cooking inst ruct ions, 

 (in case of any   
queries) to:

Tracy Launder-Sims, ‘Holly Cottage ’ Reading Rd, Sherfie ld.            
Te l: 882503

Or…….. Kathleen Gaiger, ‘Litt le Bowlings’ Goddards Lane, Sherfie ld.  
Te l: 992223
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The Up Nately Flower Arrangers present

A CHRISTMAS FEAST
By Graham King 

at Mapledurwell & Up Nately Village Hall
Thursday, 2nd December at 7.30 pm
Tickets £6.50 to include Mulled Wine and 

Mince Pies

Christmas is Coming!  So remember to 
drop into The Shop to take part in 

Ken’s Christmas Raffle
Proceeds to  St. Michael’s Hospice

CAROL SINGERS
Join us for Carol Singing round         

Sherfield Village
Meet outside the White Hart at 7 pm 

On Friday, 17th December.  
More Info: Angela 882520

See the Loddon Link on the Sher field Parish Cou ncil Web S ite 
www.sherfieldo nloddon-pc .gov.uk



The Present
What happens today?  Church and Christianity no longer play the 
central role in our society that they once did.  Politics and 
education are now fundamentally secular (non religious), our 
nation is described as ‘multicultural’ by successive governments and, 
ironically, Christianity has become marginalized by the media and 
most people.

So, it is surprising that so many parents, when choosing schools, 
want their children to attend a church school, or a school with a 
stong Christian ethos.  Is this because many people continue to 
acknowledge that the Christian faith presents and teaches some of 
the highest moral behaviour known to mankind?  Mahatma Ghandi 
himself acknowledged the greatness of the teaching of Christ 
contained in the Sermon on the Mount - see Matthew chapters 5-7.

The Past
There was a time when most parents brought their 
newborn children for baptism; today it is a minority of 
children who are baptised (christened).  These children 
would probably have been sent to Sunday school and    
                          would most certainly have received  
                             Religious Education at school, 
                             teaching from the Bible and 
                             attended daily acts of worship 
at assemblies. This no longer happens today.  
Religious Studies are multicultural and concerned with comparative 
religion and teachers are not allowed by law to express a religious 
preference.   It is the same with school assemblies, which are not 
acts of worship.

Families involved with a church (C of E/ Roman Catholic) would send 
their children to confirmation classes before leaving school. However, 
the majority would probably seldom, if ever, receive communion 
again, and would attend church only on special occasions for 
baptisms, weddings and funerals.

Children and the Church
by Bob Politt, John Williams & Claire Osborne
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The Future

How should I bring up my child?
Most thinking parents will, at some time, ask themselves this 
question.  We live in an age in our society where family, 
marriage and long-term relationships are no longer regarded as 
lifetime commitments; where young people have easy 
access to money, drugs, pornography and a whole world of 
‘good and evil’ to choose from on the Internet.  Young people 
today face pressures that many parents have never dreamed 
of.

How can the Church help parents and families?
As local village churches in our benefice, with the limited 
resources and buildings available to us and with people in our 
congregations who are committed to worshipping and serving 
Jesus Christ, we too ask a question concerning young people.  
Jesus commanded his disciples to ‘let the little children come to 
me..’, so what can we offer parents and families?

Thanksgiving 
for the birth of 

a child

Communion 
before 

confirmation

Family 
Services

Baptism 
preparation

Sunday 
Club

Family 
Communion

Raising young people in the Christian Faith
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So how can the Church help 
parents and families?

Perhaps some of the following 
questions/ situations apply to 
you…..

We’ve recently had a child 
and we want to celebrate the 
event but we are not regular 
church goers.  Can we have 
a celebration in the church?

You can have a very simple 
Thanksgiving Service as 
part of any of our normal 
Sunday services.

We would like to become 
more committed ourselves 
and give our child deeper 
roots in the Christian faith.

Join the Baptism preparation 
classes.

   Bring them to the taking 
   communion before 

confirmation classes so 
they can decide for them-

How can my child learn 
more about Jesus’ teaching 
and the Christian way of life 
than they get in school?

Send them to the Sunday 
Club in the Liddell room of 
the Sherfield Village Hall on 
the first Sunday of each 
month from 9.45 to 11.15 

Now our children are 
growing up, we want to be 
able to share our faith with 
them.



My children find the normal 
Sunday services too long 
and too adult but they won’t 
go to church if we are not 
with them.

Bring them to one of the 
Family Services.  There is a 
service in one of the churches 
each Sunday except the third 
Sunday of the month.  Please 
refer to service details at the 
front of the magazine.

Why do you come to the Family Service?
“It’s a time when we can worship and learn as a 
family.  The sermon or talk is pitched at the level of 
the children, who all seem to enjoy being involved 
in the service.  Our three and a half year old son 
looks forward to the family services where he gets to go up to the 
front of the church with the other children and learn more about 
Jesus and his message and the Old Testament Bible stories.  He 
always has a good time, makes new friends and comes away 
having learnt something valuable.”  (Claire Osborne)

For more information on any of the services or classes 
mentioned in this article please contact Revd Bob Politt on 
01256 882209.
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So me of  th e 
children 
present at 
the Specia l 
Service of  
First Ho ly 
Co mmunio n 
on 21st 
Nove mber.

PHOTO
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Bramley Church of England 
Primary School.

We had a wonderful harvest celebration on Tuesday 
2nd November 2004. The boxes were beautifully 
decorated and looked very special.  Thank you to all 

our families who gave so generously.  On  Wednesday 3rd November,        
approximately twenty-five families delivered the boxes to our many senior 
members of our communities. The two Lunch clubs in Sherfield and Bramley 
were v isited and also Bramley Dene Rest Home. We are very grateful for this 
help and so were the people who received the boxes.

Earlier this term, Mr. Mattingley, one of our parents, took part in a sponsored 
walk around the v illage. The money he raised was shared between St Michael's 
Hospice and the school. We have recently been given a cheque for £320. Thank 
you, Mr Mattingley. We will be asking the children for ideas on how we should 
spend the money.

The Yr 3 and Yr 4 children welcomed the Wella Basingstoke 
Bisons into school in November. They gave a talk about the kit 
and equipment worn by the players. The children had  already 
visited the Silver Dome at the Leisure Centre, for a   skating  
session in October.

The children in the Foundation Stage, Yr l & Yr 2 classes are busy with their 
Christmas Concert  preparations. We are looking forward to welcoming the 
members of the Evergreen  and Sunshine Cubs to watch the Yr 1 & Yr 2      
children's concert on  Friday 10th  December in the morning.

The Bramley School Choir will be singing at Festival Place 
on the afternoon of  Friday 10th December. They will be 
raising funds for the Marie Curie Foundation.  If you are 
out and about in town on that  afternoon, please do look 
out for the singing.

All at Bramley C E Primary School would like to wish    
everyone a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas.

The SHERFIELD VILLAGE FETE will be on Saturday, June 11th
2005… Please remember when booking your family holiday!!
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      SHERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
       www.sherfie ldonloddon-pc.gov.uk

CALOR VILLAGE OF THE YEAR
A final “thank you” to all who took part on 12th November – the    
pressure is off now, and we must sit back and wait to hear.  So many 
people have been involved and assisted with our entry this year, and 
in so many ways it really has been incredible.   
A presentation ceremony will take place in London on 7th December 
when the regional winners and overall winner of the competition for 
2004 will be announced.  We have been told that there might be a 
two page spread in the Sunday Times on 5th December, keep a look 
out!
We will be asking you for ideas on how to spend our prize money in 
the next edition of the Link, so thinking caps on!
Wishing all readers a happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year.

Update - Sherfield Green Volunteers
Many thanks to everyone who met up on Saturday 
6th November.  We cleared the large steps to the 
pond area, cleared round the benches and strimmed 
parts where the mower can’t reach.
Although contractors do a lot of work on maintenance 
of Sherfield Village Green, volunteers can still play a 

useful role.  We meet onthe first Saturday afternoon of each month 
and would welcome new recruits!  Can you spare a few hours each 
month doing something positive for our village? The Village Green 
Committee will help with co-ordinating the tasks required.
Do come along on Saturday 4th December 2.00pm (meet up near 
the Jubilee Pond) and bring your gardening gloves – also gardening 
tools (secateurs, saws and croppers) would be useful.
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BRAMLEY & SHERFIELD CUBS & SCOUTS
LOCAL CHRISTMAS CARD DELIVERY SERVICE

(BETWEEN 1st and 14thDEC)
1. Write the full name and address on the    

envelope and seal it down.

2. Take it to one of the collection boxes - Clift 
Surgery, Bramley Village Hall (9 till 12) The 
Village Bakery, or The Shop in Sherfield     
between 1st and 14th December.

3. Post it in the box, along with a very reasonable       
10p per card

4. Sit down and relax in the knowledge that the cards 
will be collected on a daily basis, sorted and         
delivered by a local scout or cub scout (supervised 
by a parent!)

Thank you for supporting this service and "A Very Happy  
Christmas" from the Bramley Scout Group!

FROM HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON 

Dear Sir,
During daylight hours on Saturday 6th November three 

Springer Spaniels, two black and white bitches and one liver   
and white dog, were stolen from the Keeper's house in Stratfield 
Saye Park. The evil people who do this sort of thing are          
unmindful of the welfare of the dogs and of the hurt they cause 
to the owners. Anyone who has information about this theft, 
which leads to the recovery of the dogs will be paid a substantial 
reward by the Estate Office, Stratfield Saye telephone number 
01256 882694.
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HELP!
St. Leonard’s Church Spire Appeal

We are grateful to all who have so far      
sponsored a t ile  for the church spire appeal.  
Sponsorship costs five pounds a t ile  and the 
sponsors name will be w rit ten on the t ile as 
well as entered into a book, which will be    
permanently kept in the church.  To date we 
have 138 tiles sponsored and our appeal fund 
stands at  over £2,500 - a good start, but still a 
long way to go.  We will short ly know  w hether 
we are in line for a grant from English        
Heritage, after which we will have a better idea 
as to how much we will need to raise on our 
own.  Thank you for your cont inued support.

Donald Dawson, Church Warden

Thanksgivings
Alex  SHERWOOD 17-10-04 Sherfield
Georgia RENDALL   7-11-04 Sherfield
Hattie RUFFELL-WARD 28-11-04 Sherfield

Baptism
Luke OSBORNE 24-10-04 Sherfield
Tom HOBBS 21-11-04 Sherfield
Sam HOBBS 21-11-04 Sherfield

Marriage
Kelly BALLARD
& Alastair TOAL 13-11-04 Hartley Wespall

First Communion
Megan FRIGHT, Phillipa NOWROTEK, Grace BLAKELEY,          
Peter ELPHICK, Christopher WARD, George WATSON,          

Tom & Sam HOBBS
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Women’s Institute
Reported by: Val Denny

Our November meeting was the AGM and it was good to see so 
many members present.  Sylvia Reynolds spoke in appreciation 
of Mary Perkins who died last week.  She had been a member 
of the W.I. for over fifty years and latterly in our institute 
where she was on the committee.  She made many friends in 
the village and will be greatly missed.
Before the AGM Kathleen Gaiger reported on the Hampshire 
Council Meeting at the Anvil where Barbara Gill spoke of her 
rise through the ranks of the W.I. to attain the exalted       
position of National Chairman.  “You too can do it if you keep 
saying ‘yes’!”  The afternoon speaker was Edwina Currie w ho 
entertained us with anecdotes but also answered serious   
questions afterwards.
Val Denny finalised numbers for our theatre trip to 

—the Haymarket’s Christmas Show.  We were 
reminded of the Group meeting with Mrs Critchley talking of 
‘Amazon Adventures’ (This turned out to be a 3000 mile trip 
down the Amazon from source to sea—amazing slides and video 
of rapid riding!)  Names were taken for our trip to our college 
at Denman and some of us hope to get tickets for a day trip to 
Brussels and the European Parliament.  Doris L’Enfant reported 
on all our activities of 2004 and our treasurer presented the 
audited accounts.  Our new committee and president—Virgilius 
Vickers—were elected so w e are in good fighting trim for the 
coming year! After a long and demanding meeting, we felt we 
had earned our tea - delicious as usual.  Next month we have 
our Christmas party w hich will be less demanding!
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Whist Drives take place every   
second Friday 
of the month at 

Sherfield Village Hall. 
Everyone welcome. 

Our Chris tmas Whist Drive is on 
10th DECEMBER, 2004

at 7.30pm.  Entrance £1.50

EVERGREEN CLUB
Reporter – Jean Wright

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the November 
meeting, where the business was discussed while 
waiting for our speaker, but unfortunately he never 
turned up.  This was due to an accident which 
blocked the road.  Nevertheless, we filled the        
afternoon with a game of Bingo which everyone 
seemed to enjoy.
We had been looking forward to our Autumn Fayre 
and it proved a great success with a brilliant raffle 
for which we must thank all the local businesses who 
donated such lovely prizes.

With Christmas so close we are now looking forward 
to some seasonal activities and we will report on 
these in the next issue of the Loddon Link.  The Club 
wish all of you a happy Christmas and all the best 
for the coming year.



38

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2004
'At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them.'

Thank you Sherfield.  By your generosity in 2004 we 
have raised an excellent ...                                                         

£1308.16p +
Reclaimed tax w3ill be added, as  some people kindly 
filled in Gift Aid envelopes.
Sincere thanks to all our collectors and local bus inesses  for their          
continued support.                                                                                                              

Natalie Larner
Stratfield Saye and Hartley Wespall.  The total this  year amounted to 
£958.17p  This includes  the church collections .  Many thanks  to all who 
contributed and especially the collectors .                                                              

Eric Ward

Sherfield-on-Loddon Welfare Trust
Christmas Voucher Scheme
In past years the trustees of the Welfare Trust have been pleased to 
issue small vouchers at Christmas to a number of   
elderly people in Sherfield, to be exchanged in The 
Shop for goods. The value of the vouchers has been 
decreasing over the years, as the funds availab le are 
limited. At their last meeting the trustees considered 
new ways in which the money available could b e used 
to help the maximum number of elderly people in the 
village. Consequently, it was decided that this would 
be the last year in which the vouchers would be           
issued. As chairman of the Welfare Trust I can assure 
you that we will be giving careful consideration as to 
how the funds of this trust can be used in future years to express 
continued care and support for those within our community.

Revd Bob Politt (Chairman)
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For your Diary… A Concert of Light Classical Music at the
LODDON SCHOOL

The Linden Wind Orchestra on 12th March 2005. 
Tickets: £12 from the school Box Office: 01256 882394

More information in the next Loddon Link 

BASINGSTOKE MENCAP
Exciting opportunities now exist to join our developing Children and 
Adults outreach service in the Basingstoke and Deane area.
We are seeking career minded people with a keen sense of empathy 
and unders tanding of the needs  of individuals  with learning           
disabilities , their families  and their carers, to join our dedicated team.
If you would like to learn more about our valuable service to the 
community we would warmly welcome your enquiry.                  
Comprehens ive educational training to NVQ s tandard is  offered.  
Please contact Brian Raisborough, Chief Executive, Bas ingstoke 
Mencap on 01256 423800 or write to:  Bas ingstoke Mencap, The  
Orchard,  White Hart Lane, Basings toke. RG21 4AF

Two editions in one Link is a tall order, especially at this special 
time of year!  It’s been a squeeze, but I have managed to    
include most of your requests… however apologies to any that 
have to wait to the next publication.

The middle spread in this edition is designed as a pull-out and 
contains information about all the church services around 
Christmas.  I have also included some photos … I hope you 
like them.

Sheena Archer will edit the February edition of the Link. The 
deadline for receiving copy is January 20th (See Page 45)
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FARMER GOSDEN’S CHRISTMAS TURKEYS
Locally reared in Sherfield-on-Loddon.  To place     
your order, phone Ivan on 01256 881007.
Don’t forget our farm made ice cream, available 
from The Shop in Sherfield.

PROOF OF THE PUDDING
Luxury handmade desserts to order (no production lines!)
Suitable for all occasions.  10% discount on first order
Contact Mrs Indira Jay : Telephone 01256 883371
www.proofpuddings.com

BRAMLEY OSTEOPATH: 
Becky Hall BSc (Hons) Ost Med, DO, ND. Naturopathic     
osteopathy offers treatment for various musculoskeletal     
conditions, from relatively simple discomforts to contagious 
diseases, asthma, epilepsy and cerebral palsy.
Telephone 01256 884139 or see www.osteohealthcare.com
Or e-mail: beckyhall@osteohealthcare.com

Our sincere thanks to Mary and Peter Chessell  
who are taking a well earned retirement from   
official church duties at St. Leonards.  Mary has 
been in charge of advertisements in the Loddon 

Link for the past seven years, while Peter has been church     
Treasurer for the past ten years.  They have both been        
extremely hard working and invaluable members of              
St. Leonards, and they now look forward to joining our   
church family, free from the pressure of official office.  

Details of the St. Leonard’s new Treasurer (Stephen             
Hemmings) and new Advertisement secretary (Winston Bruce) 
can be found on Pages 45/46 of this edition. 



Loddon Valley Link Management Committee

Chairman: Dr. Donald Daws on Tel. 882379

De puty Chairman:  Re v’d. Bob Politt Tel. 882 209

ADVERTISING  Wins ton Bruce
 18, Lon gbridge Close, 

                                                 Sherf ield-on-Loddon  RG27 OEQ
(Please ca ll Winston for all      Tel. 01256 883277
Advertis in g e nquiries)  e- ma il: w in.bruce@tiscali.co.u k

45

Editor for the                       Brian Arche r 
 Ju ne & Ju ly            1, Orchard Lea
 2005 edit ions                         Sherf ield on Lod don, RG2 7 0ES
                                                Te l: 0 1256 8 82099
                                       e mail: br ianarcher@btinternet.co m

N.B . F inal d ate for  
mater ial  for  th e F eb ruary 
editio n is 20th  Janu ary

Editor for  Feb. & March         She ena Archer
2005 editions.                         1, Orchard Lea
           Sherfield on  Loddon, RG27 0ES
            Tel:  01 256 88 20 99                                                             
         ema il: sheena archer@btinter net.com

Editor for April & May              Claire Os borne
2005 ed it ions                            7 Southlands, Ch ine ha m,
                Bas ingstoke, RG24 8XN
                Tel.  01 256 32 44 58
        ema il:  guyclaire@ukon line.co.uk

Se cretary:    Esme  Ward
      28 Po un d Mead ow ,

   Sherf ield o n Loddon, RG27 OEP
   Tel. 01256 8805 03

     ema il: ge oc.w ard@btintern et.co m

Hartley Repre se ntative :   Dr. John Will iams Tel. 882 705

Stratfie ld Re presentative:   Mr. Er ic Pr ice Tel. 881 402



CHURCH OFFICERS
Rector: Reverend Bob Politt

33 Northfield Road , Sherfield on Loddon.
Tel. (01256) 882209

                    Kindly note the Rector’s day off is Thursday.

Readers: Mr. Richard Elphick Tel. 882860
Dr. John Williams Tel. 882705

ST. LEONARD’S CHURCH, SHERFIELD ON LODDON
Churchwardens: Mrs. Gill Austin             Tel. 882364

Dr. Donald Dawson Tel. 882379

Treasurer: Mr. Stephen Hemmings Tel. 882523

Organists : Mr. Mike Abrams Tel. 881188
Mr. Brian Archer                    Tel. 882099
Mrs. Peggy Willson Tel. 880503

ST. MARY’S CHURCH, STRATFIELD SAYE
Churchwarden: Mr. Roy Bes t              Tel. (01189) 882422

Treasurer: Mr Robert Craig           Tel: (01256)  882277

Organist: Mrs. Fran Oliver   Tel. (01189) 268364 

ST.MARY’S CHURCH, HARTLEY WESPALL
Churchwardens: Mr Pip Iles Tel. 880559

Dr. John Williams Tel. 882705

Treasurer: Mr. Michael Webster Tel. 882413

Organist: Dr. Gill Williams Tel. 882705
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Pull-out Section
Christmas Services 

at our Churches and Chapel.

Pictures of the young people, 
with their families, who took 
part in the special service of 

First Communion at            
St. Leonard’s Church on          
21st November 2004

The Ward Family

The Nowrotek Family

The Hobbs Family

and more overleaf …….



The  Fright Family

The Elphick Family

     The  Blakeley Family

The Watson Family


